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TITLE XLVI. 

THE POSTAL SERVICE. 

CHAPTER O:NE. 

POST-OFFICES AND POSTMASTERS. 

~ i= 
3829. Establishment of post-offices. : 3846. Money to be safely kept. 
3830. ,\ppointment and removal of post- ! 3847. Custody of Government money in 

masters. the hands of postmasters. 
3831. Residence of posttnaster. 3848. Frequent depo~its of revenue. 
3832. Effect of omission to take oath. 3849. Report of delinquencie~. 
3833. Suits and prosecutions in State ' 3850. Postmasters not to be contractors. 

courts. 1 3851. Postmasters not to be lottery-agents. 
3834. Bond of postmaster. 3852. Salaries of postmasters. 
3835. Application of payments made after 3853. Salaries at new offices. 

giving new bond. 3854. Re-adjusting salaries. 
3836. Limit of time of sureties' liability. :,855. Basis for re-adjusting salaries. 
3837. Renewing bond. :-J856. Orders changing salaries. 
3838. Sureties on bond, how released. 3857. Limit of pay of postmasters. 
3839. Post-offices to be kept open_. 3858. No employe to receive fees. 
3840. Making up the mail. 3859. Allowances at distributing-offices. 
3841. Arrival and departure of the mail. 3860. Expens_es at post-office~-
3842. Records at post-offices. 3861. Dedu<'t10ns out of receipts. 
3843. Quarterly accounts of receipts. 3862. Deductions to be audited. 
3844. Quarterly accounts to be sworn to. :'>863. Extra labor at offices. 
3845. ::S-eglect to render accounts; penalty. 3864. Discontinuing offic-es. 

Establishment of SEC. 382H. The Postmaster-General shall (•stablish post-offices at all 
J)(>Ft:__officeF. _ such places on post-roads established by law as he mav deem expedient, 

~ June, 1812, c. and he shall promptlv certify such establishment to the Sixth Auditor. !3
v2;~·61

,
62

, "· 1
7

' And e,·ery person who, without authority from the Postmaster General, 
• 12 juzy, 1876, c. sets up or professes to keep any office or place of business hearing the 

l 79, .,. 11,, •. 19,p.82. sign, name, or title of post-office, shall, for every such offense, be liable 
Ware,._ r. S., 4 to a penaltv of not more than five hundred dollars. 

Wall., 6'.l:l. , • , . , . 
Appointment SEC. 3830. Postmasters of the fourth and fifth elass shallheappomted 

and removal of and may be removed by the Po;;tmaster-General, and all others shall be 
l_'()s!_ma~el1'.'_-._~ appointed and mav be removed by the President bv and with theadviee 

8 June 1872 c • • h ' • 
335 63• ,. 17' P. and consent of the Senate, and shall old their offices for four years 
292'. s. ·' • ' • unless sooner removed or susp<'nded according to law. All appointments 

18 .lfar., 1874, c. and removals shall be notified to the Sixth Auditor. 
57, ,._ 18, JI· 23. 

23 June, 1874, c. 456, s. 11, ·,·. 18, p. 233. 12 J11ly, 1876, , •. li9, s. 6, ,·. 19, p. 80. 

ReHid en ,·P of SEC. 3831. Every postmaster shall reside within the delivery of the 
postmaster. ___ office to which he is appointed. 

8 June, 1872, c. 335, s. 64, Y. 17, p. 293 . 

. Effect of omis- SEc. 3832. Every person employed in the postal service shall be sub­
s10n to take oath. ject to all penalties and forfeitures for violation of the law,-; relating to 

Ibid.,s.16,p.287. sueh ser\'ice whether he has taken the oath of offi('e or riot. 
Suits and prose- SF.c. 3833. All causes of action arising under the postal laws may be 

cntions in State sued, and all offenders against the same may be prosecuted, before the 
courts. ________ justiees of the peace, magistrates, or other judicial eourts of the several 

Ihid., s. 305, p. States and Territories having competent jurisdiction bv the laws thereof, 
323. to the trial of claims and demands of a,, great value,ai1d of prosecutions 

where the punishments are of as great extent; and such justices, magis­
trates, or judiciary shall take cognizance thereof, and proceed to juag­
ment and exeention as in other cases. [!.re ss et63-o480.J 

Bond of post- Si-:c. 38a-!. Every po:,tmaster, before entering upon the duties of his 
maFter. _ office, shall give bond, with good and approved security, and in such 

Ibi<l.,s.ti5,p.293. penalty as the Postmaster-General shall deem sufficient, conditioned for 
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the faithful discharge of all ?uties and trusts imposed on him either by 3 .\la~., 1877, c. 
law or the rules and regulat10ns of the Department; and where an office 103, 8• -, r. 19, P· 
is designated as a money-order office, the bond of the postmaster shall 335

• 
contain an additional condition for the faithful performance of all duties 
ar.d obligations in conuection with the money-order business. On the 
death, resignation, or remornl of a postmaster, his bond shall be deliv-
ered to the Sixth Auditor. The bond of anv married woman who may 
be appointed postmaster shall be binding upon her and her sureties, and 
she shall be liable for misconduct in office a,.; if she were sole. 

SEc. 3835. Whenever any postmaster is 1.·equired to execute a new Application of 
bond, all payments made by him after the execution of such new bond payme!1~s made 
may, if the Postmasb~r-General or the Sixth Auditor deem it just, be ~~d gmng new 
applied first to discharge any balance which may be due from such post- __ • ___ _ 
master under his old bond. 8 June, 18i2, c. 

335, s. 60, v. 17, p. 292. 

SEc. 3836. Whenever the office of any postmaster becomes vacant, Li1!1it, o! ti~e of 
the Postmaster-General or the President shall supply such vacancy with- sureties liability. 
out delay, and the Postmaster-General shall promptly notify the Sixth Ibid.,s.28,p.289. 
Auditor of the change; and m·erv postmaster and bis sureties shall be P t t G 
responsible under their bond for' the safe-keeping of the public property era~--~fctGi~~~ 
of the post-office, and the due performance of the duties thereof, until 554; Postmaster­
the expiration of the commission. or until a successor bas been duly ap- General 1·. Fen­
pointed and qualified, and bas taken nossession of the office; except daD, .1 Mel.ear;, 
th t . h th . d l f F-t. da . l. 21,;CS.r.Marks a m cruses w ere ere 1s a e a y o six y ys m supp ymg a vacancy, sureties 3 Wall. c. 
the sureties may terminate their responsibility by givmg notice, in writ- C'., 3.58.' 
ing, to the Postmaster-General, such termination to take effect ten days 
after sufficient time shall haYe elapsed to receirn a reply from the Post-
master-General; and the Postmaster-General may, when the exigencies 
of the service require, place such office in charge of a special agent until 
the ,·acancy can be regularly filled; and when such special agent shall 
have taken charge of such post-office, the liability of the sureties of the 
postmaster shall cease. 

SEC. 3837. Whenever any of tb.e sureties of a postmaster notify the Renewing bond. 
Postmaster-General of their desire to be released from their suret1.•ship, Ib'd 66 29·, 

.J 1 .,s. ,p. • "· 
or when the Postmaster-General deems a new bond necessary, he shall 
require the postmaster to execute such new bond, with securitr. ,vhen 
aecepted by the Postma:;ter-General, the new bond shall be as valid as 
the bond given upon the original appointment of such postmaster, and 
the sureties in the prior bond shall be released from responsibility for 
nil acts or defaults of the postmaster which may be done or committed 
~ubsequent to the last day of the quart~r in which such new bond shall 
be executed and accepted. 

SEc. 3838. If on the settlement of ti1e account of any postmaster it SuretieAon bond; 
shall appear that he is indebted to the United States, and suit therefor how relea.<,ed. 
><hall not he instituted within three years after the close of such account, Ibid.,s. 6i, p. 293. 
the sureties on his bond shall not be liable for such indebtedness. 

SEc. 3839. E,·ery postmaster shall keep an office in which one or more Post-offices to he 
persons shall be on duty during such hours of each day as the Post- kept open. 
master-General may direct, for the purpose of receiving, delivering, 

k• d f d' 11 ·1 • d th t Ibid.,s.68,p. 298. ma mg up, an orwar mg a ma1 -matter receive erea . 
SE~. 3840 . .All letters brought to a!ly post-office half an hour.before Making up the 

the time for the departure of the mail shall be forwarded therem; but mail. 
at offices where, in the opinion of the Postmaster-General, more time - 1-b-.d-- 69- 298 
f 

I ,,S. ,p. . 
or making up the mail is required, he may prescribe· accordingly, not 

exceeding one hour. 
8Ec. 3S41. The Postmaster-General shall furnish to the postmasters Arrival and de­

at the termination of each route a schedule of the time of arrival and :partureoithemail. 
departure of the mail at their offices, respectively, to be posted in a con- -Ibid:,s. 70,p.293. 
spicuous place in the office; and he shall also give them notice of any 
change in the arrival and departure that may be ordered; and h~ shall 
cause to be kept and returned to the Department, at short and regular 
intervals, registers, showing the exact times of the arrivals and depar-
tures of the mail. 
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Reeor,l, at post- SEc. 38-!2. Every postmaster shall ket>p a record, in sud1 form a,-, l i,., 
,nit-es. . Postmaster-Ge1wral shall direet, of all postage-stamps, enyclopes, postal 

Ibi,l.,s.,1,p.293. books, blanks, and property receind from his p1wlecessor. or from the 
Defartnwnt o. r any of its agents; of all r"cPipts in 11101wy for postages 
anc box-rents, and of all other receipt,; on account of the postal s01Tice, 
and of anv other transactions whieh mav be rPquiwd hv the Po-;tmastrr­
Gem•ral; ·and these records shall he preservt>d and deli\·ered to hi,; -;u<'­
cessor, and shall be at all times subject to examination hy any "'fW('ial 
agt>nt of the Department. 

Quarterly_ ae- SEc. 3S-!3. Evt>ry postmaster ,-ball ren<lL•r to thP Po4master-(iern•mL 
counts of receipts. under oath, and in such form as the latter ,-hall prescrilw, a quarterly 

- account of all mont>_n, received or charged hy him or at his office, for 
Ibi,1.,s.,2,p.:?tt3. postage, rent of boxes or other receptacles for mail-matter, or hy rea,;on 

of keeping a branch office, or for the delivery of mail-matter in any man­
ner whatever. 

quarterly ac- SEC. :-38-!+. The Postmaster-General may require a ,;worn statement to 
founts to be sworn accompany each quarterly account of a postma:,;ter, to the effret that such 
o. . . account contains a true ;;tatement of thP Pntire amount of postage, box-

Ibid.,s.i3,p.Z9-1. rents, charges, aud moneys collPcted or received at his offict> during the 
quarter: that he has not knowingly deliverl'd, or. pt>rmitted to he delh·­
ered, any mail-mattt>r on which tlw postage wa,; not at thf' time paid: 
that such account exhibits truly and faithfully the entire receipt,; eol­
lected at his ofiicP. and which. hy due diligene(>, could haYe hePn colln·ted: 
and that thr credits he claims are just and right. 

Xeglect to ren- SEc. 38-!5. "'ht>ne1·er any po,.;tmastPr 1wgleds to render hi,; aceount,.. 
,leraccounts; pen- for one month after the time. and in the form and ma11nPr prescrihPd h1· 
a~-- ____ law and the regulations of thP Po,.:tmaster-(rp1wral, he and his :-uretit:s 

Ibid., s. 74. shall forfri.t and pay douhle the amount of thf' gross receipts at such offiee 
during any previous or ,;uhseqnPnt equal period of time; and if, at the 
time of trial, no account has been renclPred, they shall he liahle to a pPn­
alty of such sum a,; the court and jt!ry ,;hall e,,timatf' to he Pquinll( nt 
thereto, to he rPCo\·en•d in an action on the l,ond. 

1lonev to he S1<:c. 38-!6. Po,;tmasters shall kePp ,-;afply, without loaning, u,-.ing, dP-
~eiely kept. positing in an unauthorized bank, or exchanging for other fund,.,, all the 

Ibid., s. 7.5. puhlic money collected hy th<'m. or whieh may come into theil' po,;session. 
until it is ordered by the Po,-tma:ster-General to lw tran,-fern'd or paid 
out. 

Custody of Goy- S:i,~c. 38+7. Any postmaster. having public monPy lwlo11gi11g to the 
ernment_ money 111 Government, at an office within a conntv when' thPrc are no desig·nated 
hands nt poRtma.s- d •t • t f • t 'l' • • f t • epos1 arws, rea,mn•r,; o 1111n s, or . rea,-urer or a,.;,-1,-tant trea,;urer,- o 
ers. - - -~--- the l'nitc>d States. may deposit the sanw. at hi"' own ri,-k and in hi,. 

.,-:; ::\[~1::• 1~ c. oftieial capa!'ity, in any" national hank in thP town, ('ity, or count~· whl'I'<' 
-•~, v. 1

' p. • the said postmastl'r reside,;: hut no authority or 1wrmi-;sion i,, or ,;h:,11 
be gin•11 for the dP111:rnd or 1·pceipt hy thP po,-tma,;tPr, or any othl'r 
person, of interest, direl'tly or indirectly, on any dl'posit madP a.-; hPrPin 
df'slTibed: and e1·ery po.-;tmastPr who rnakP,; any such depo,-it ,-hall rl'­
port quarterly to the Postma:;ter-({enpraJ the name of the bank wlll're 
such dPposits have heen nnde, and abo ;;tatc the amount whieh may 
stand at the time to his eredit . 

. F~qnent depoR- SEC. 38±8. The postmaster at \Y ashington, and postma,;tprs at eitie,-
118

_
01 re,·er!u:_8

• where there is an a.-;:.,istant treasm·pr, shall deposit the postal rHenuPs 
8 June, 1872, , •. and all money a<'erning at their office, with sueh assistant trPas1uer, a.-. 

335, s. 76, "· 17, P· often as once a week at least, and as much oftener as the Postmaster-
294. General mav direct. 

Rep?rt of ,lelin- SEC. 38-!!l. Everv postmaster shall promptly report to the Postmaster-
qu~••cie~-. _ General e\·ery dellnquency, neglect, or malpractice of thP l'Ontrador,;, 

Ibid., s. 77. their agent'l or carriers, which comp,; to hi,, knowledge. 
Postmasters not SEC. :-3850. No postmaster, assi,;tant po,;tmaster, or clerk Plllployed in 

t?~: 0 :'.1t~~ors. _ any post-office ;;hall be a eon tractor or concernPd in any contract for 
Ibi<l., s. 78. carrying the mail. 
Postmasters not SEC. ::1851. No postmaster shail act as agent for any lottery-office, or 

to be 1 otter y under any color of purchase, or otherwise, vend lottery-tiekets; nor shall 
~ent~. ______ he reef'i\·e or send any lottery-scheme. eireular, or ticket frep of postaife. 
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For any violation of this ,-;p1•tion thP offpnder shall be liahle to a pPnaltv Ihi<l., s. ifl. 
of fiftv dollar:-;. • 

SEc·. 3852. '!'he co~1pensation of postmasters shall he a fixed annual Salarieia nf post­
salary, for ratmg whlC"h they shall be di,·ided into five classes, exclusin• master". 
odf

1
the postmaster at ~ew York ci~y. whose salary shall he six thousand Ibid.,~- 80. 

o lars per annum. fhe salary of postmasters of the first class shall 23 .Tune, 18i4, r. 
not he more than four thousand dollars nor less than three thousand i?~· ·•· 11, r. rn, 1'· 
dollars; of the second class, le,;s than three thousand dollars but not -·3f~ 1 1 1 - . , 
less than two thou,;and dolla1·s; of the third class. less than t~vo thou- 179~ .~/ 5~' -/'s,'\t 
sand dollar:-:. hut not less than one thousand dollars; of the fourth elas,;. r. 19, 1'· 80. 
le~s than one thousand dollar,-, hut not less than two hund1wl dollars; 
of the fifth class, less than two hundred dollars; and the salaries of the 
first, :;econd, and third classes shall he in even hundreds of dollars· of 
the fourth class. in even tens of dollars: and of the fifth elass, in e;·pn 
dollar;.. 

~EC. 385:3 . .At all newlv establishPd offices, the Postmaster-General SalariPs at new 
may temporarily fix the ,;alary until the returns of such offiee shall enable offieee. 
him to properly adjust the same, but the compensation shall in no case 
he thus t~mporarily fixed at morP than the salary of an office of the fifth 
c!as;;. 

8 June, 18i2, c. 
335, s. 81, ,·. li, p. 
294. 

23 .Tune, 18i4, r. 456, .,. 11, r. 18, z,. 23:t 

S1-:c. 3:--5±. The :,;alaries of postmasters shall be re-adjusted by thP Re-a,ljnstingsal­
Postma:-:ter-Grneral once in two years, and in special cases as much anes. ------~~ 
oftPnPr as he may derm expediPnt: and when the -quarterly returns of :s June, 18i2, c. 
any post_mastPr of the third, fourth, or.fifth elass show that _the salary ~;;~'. s. 82, "· 1,', p. 
allowPd 1s twenty per eentum lp,-.s than 1t would he on the basis of com- 23 1,, ,e 18-4 
mis:;ion. thr Postmastrr-Geneml ,-;hall rr-adjust the same. 456: ;_ i'1,' ,·. {s; 1:: 

233.-Postrnaster's ('a~e. 12 C. Cls., 226. 

SEC. :i:--i\5. In re-adjusting the salary of a postmaster, the amount . B'.1sis of :e-ad­
thereof shall he aseertained hy adding. to the whole amount of box-rents, Jtistmg_sal_~nes. 
commissions on the other postal ren•nues of the office at the following 8 June, 18i2, c. 
mtrs: On the first one hundred dollars or less, sixty per centum; on all 3:1.~, ~- s:1, "· 17, p. 
o,·er one hundred dollar,-, and not on'r four hundred dollar,-, fift;· 1w1· 2\l~1 J 18~4 
1·entum; on all o,·er four hundred dollar,:, and not owr two thousand 45/i: s. u1'i~• , .. {8; I,: 
four hundred dollars, forty per eentum; on all o,·er two thousand four 2:tt 
hundred dollar,-, fifteen per centum. And in order to ascertain the 
amount of the postltl rereipts of each ofliee, the Postmaster-General 
;;hall rPquire postmasters to state. under oath, at f<uch ti111es and for such 
1wriods as he may dPrm nPcP:-::-ary in ~•ach ea;;e. tl11• a111m,mt of _stamps 
('atwPlP<l, tlw amount of hox-n•nts recpn·Pd, the amount of nnpa1d po;;t-
agPs eolleeted. and the amount of postagP on printPd and other maila-
h)p matter. "'heneyer, hv rpa:,;011 of the Pxten;-;ion of frpe delivPIT of 
lcttpr,-, the hox-rents of iiny post-ofliee are decreased, the Postma;ter-
Geneml may allow, oi1t of the receipts of ;;tl('h office, a sum imfficient to 
maintain the :,;ah1n· thereof at the amount at whieh it had been fixed 
hdorP thP decrcasi, in hox-rcnt;-;. 

t-J<:c. 3i-i\6. The PostmastPr-Oeneral shall make all order:; as,-ig-ning or Or?ers chanl{ing 
ehanging the ;;alariPs of po:;tmasters in writing, a!1d record them in hi:; i;_a_l_ane".: __ _ 
journal and notify tlw ehange to the Sixth Auditor; and any change 8 .June, 187:!, ,·. 
made i,; :-:ueh ,,;ala1:ies shall not take ~ffectuntil. the first da,: of the quar- ;{:1~, ~- 84, , •• Ii, p. 
ter next following sueh order. But m cases of an extraon1rnary [crea&,] 29.,:, , 18-4 • h l • f t a, th P t t -·' .,u,,e, 1 

' r. [increase] or decrease mt e Jn:;mess o any pos -omce, e os mas er- 456, .,. 11, ,·. 18, Ji· 
General may adjust the salary of the postmaster at ~uch post-office, to 2:3a. _ 
take etfret from the first d1w of the quarter or penod the returns for 18 Feb., 18,5, c. 
which form the hasis of rP-adju:;tment. 80, '-

18
, P· 3

19
-

Postmaster's Case, 12 C. Cls., 226. 

S1--c :l-;Yj );o po;;tmastPr shall, undPr any pretPnse whatever, ha,·p, Limit of pay of 
: • • • • • · f h" If • ti 't · th th a11101111t <>f po~trnaS!ers. reeen·e, or retam or 1mse , m 1e aggrega e. moie. an e . ______ _ __ _ 

hi;; salarY and his eonunission 011 thf> money-order hnsrnp,-;s as heremafter s June, 1872, c. 
providPd. . _, _ _ 335, s. 85, v. Ii, p. 

2\l4. 12 July, 18,ti, , •. l,\l, ·"· fi, ,, 8, 12, 1. 19, p. 80. 
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::-.o employe to SEC'. 3858. No person employed in the postal service shall receive anv 
receive fees. fees or perquisites on account of the duties to be performed by virtue of 

8 June, 18i2, c. his appointment. 
335, s. 14, v. li,p. 
287. 
Allowancesatdis- SEC. 3859. The Postmaster-General may designate offices at the inter­

tributing offices. section. of mail-routes as distributing or i,.eparating offices: and where 
anv such office is of thP third, fourth, or fifth class he may make a rea-

29~~id., P. 
86

' p. sonable allowance to the postmaster for thf' necessary cost of clPrical 
23 June, 1874, c. services arising from such duties. 

4.56, s. 11, t'. 18, p. 
233. 12 July, 18i6, c. 179, ss. 5, 7, 8, 11, r. 19, p. 80. 

ExpenBe8atpost- SEC. 3860. The Postmaster-General may allow to the postmaster at 
offiees. New York City, and to the postmasters at offices of the first and second 

8 June, 1872, c. classes, out of the surplus revenues of their respective offices, that is to 
3.35, s. 87, v. 17, p. say, the excess of box-rents and commissions over and above the salary 
~ 2 J; 1 18~6 assigned to the office, a reasonable sum for the necessary cost of rent, 
179,ss. \Y1, 8, '1i, ~: fuel, lights, fur!1iture, station~ry, printinfJ,. ~Jerks, and necessary inci-
18, p. 80. dentals to be adJusted on a satisfactory exn1b1t of the facts, and no such 

allowance shall be made except upon the order of the Postmaster-General. 
Deductions out SEc. 3861. The salary of a postmaster, and such other Pxpenses of the 

of receipt.•. . _ postal service authorized by law as may be incurred by him, and for 
8 June, 187~, c. which appropriations have been made, mav be deducted out of the re­

;;~'. s. 88, "· 11• p. ceipts of his office, under the direction of the Postmaster-General. 
D_ednctions tn be SEC. 3862. Vouchers for all deductions made by a postmaster out of 

audited. the receipts of his office, on account of the expenses of the r.ostal service, 
Ibid., s. 89. shall be submitted for examination and settlement to the Sixth Auditor, 

and no such deduction shall be valid unless found to be in conformity 
with law. • 

Extra labor at SEc. 3863. ,vhenever unusual business accrues at any post-office. the 
offices. Postmaster-General shall make a special order allowing reasonable com-

lb 1 • 90 pensation for clerical service, and a proportionate increase of salary to 
296. i, ·, • •• < ' p. the postmaster during the timP of such extraordinary business. 

U.S.r. Wright, 11 Wall., 648. 
Di~continning SEC. 3864. The Postmaster-General mav discontinue any post-offie<' 

offices. where the safety and security of the _postal service and revenues are en-
Ibid., s. 91. dangered from any cause whatever, or where the efficiency of the service 
Reeside t._ e. s., r~quires such dis~ontinuance, and he shall promptly certify such discon• 

8 Wall., 38. tmuance to the Sixth Auditor. 

CHAPTER TWO. 

CARRIERS, BRANCH OFFICES, AND RECEIVING-BOXES. 

Sec. Sec. 
3865. Letter•carrier deliverv. ' 3871. Branch office~. 
3866. Salaries to carriers. • , 3872. Rate of postage on newspapers. 
3867. Uniform for carriers; penalty for '. 3873. Extra postage or carriers' fees pro-

unauthorized wearing. • hibited. 
3868. Receiving-boxes. ' 3874. Expenses of !'arrien; arnl branch oi-
3869. Injuring receiving-boxes; penaltv. fices. 
3870. Bonds of carriers. • 

_Letter-carrierde- SEc. 3865. Letter-carriers shall be employed for the free deliverv of 
hverv ·1 tt f ti h bl' • • • t • • .... _ ma1 -ma er, as requen y as t e pu 1c convemence mav reqmre, a 

8 June, 1872, c. eve!y place containing a population of fifty thousand within the d~li.very 
;.i31;, s. 92, v. 17, p. of its post-office; and may be so employed at every place contammg a 
:!\lt\. population of not less than twenty tliousand within the delivery of it,-. 
.,. :{ Mar., 1873, c. post-office. _.n, s. 1, v. 11, p. 
557. 23June, 1874, c. 456, t•. 18, p. 231. 
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Si~c. 3866. The salary of letter-carriers shall be :fixed by the Postmas- . Salaries to <"ar-
ter-General, and shall not exceed eight hundred dollars per annum; but riers. ___ _ 
on satisfacto1·y e,·idence of diligence, fidelity, and experience, he may 8 .Tune, 18i2, c. 
increase their salarv to any sum not exceeding one thousand dollars a 335, s. 93, Y. 17, p. 
y<'ttr eaeh; and in San Fran<'isco, California, he may pay such additional 296• 
salaries to carriers as will secure the serviees of competent persons. 

SEC. 3867. The Postmaster-General may prest'ribe a uniform dress to l"niform forcar­
be worn by letter-carriers, and any person not eonnected with the letter- riers; penalty for 
carrier bmnch of the po:stal service who shall wear the uniform which u n a~ th O r1 zed 
may be preseribed :shall, for every such offense, be punishable by a fine wea~ng: _ , 
of not more than one hundred do11ars, or by imprisonment for not more Ibid., ~- ,l-!. 

than six months, or both. 
St:c. 3868. The Po:stmaster-General may establish, in places where Receiving-hoxes. 

letter-t·:uTiers are employed, and in other places where, in his judgment, Ib'd , , , l ., S. 95. 
the public convenience reqmres it, receiving-boxes for the deposit of 
mail-matter. and shall cause the matter deposited therein to be collected 
as often as public convenience may require. 

SEC. 3869. Every person who williully and maliciously injures, tears . Injuring receiv­
down, or destroys any letter-lJox, pillar-box, or other receptacle ei-;tab-mg-boxes,penalty. 
lished by the Postma:ster-General for the safe deposit of matter for the Ibid., s. 96. 
mail or for de1ivery, or who willfully and maliciously assaults any lPtter-
1?arrip1•, when in uniform, while engaged on his route in the discharge of 
his duty as a letter-carrier, and enry person who willfully aids or assists 
therein, shall for every such offense he punishablA by a tine of not less 
than one hundred dollars, and not more than one thousand, or hy impris-
onment for not less than one year and not more than three. 

fox·. 3870. Every letter-carrier shall girn honds, with sureties, to he . Bonclij of car­
approwd by the Postmaster-General, for the safe custody and deliver.'- ~iers. 
of all mail-matter, and the faithful account and payment of all money Ibid., ~- 9i. 
reeei,-ed by him. 

SEc. 3~71. The Postma:,ter-Genera], when the public convenience Branch offices. 
requires it, may establish within any post-office delive1-y one or more Ihi,l .. s. 98. 
braneh offices for the receipt and delivery of mail-matter and the :sale of 
:;tamps and em·clope:s; and he shall prescribe the rules and regulations 
for the gowrnment thereof. But no letter shall be sent for delivery 
to any hmneh office contrary to the request of the party to whom it is 
addressed. 

SJ.:c. 3872. The rate of post.age on newspapers, excepting weeklies, Rate of postag .. 
1wriodieals not exceeding two ounces in weight, and cireula1·:s. when the <:>ri newspapers. 
same arc deposited jn a letter-carrier office for delivery by the office or Ibid., s. 99. 
its c-arriers, shall he uniform at on~ cent each; hut periodicals weighing 45~3

8
{';'.~il8~!3;· more than two ounces shall b~ subJcct to a postage of two cents eaeh, 12 i,ly, if:76, c: 

and these rates shall be prepmd by stamps. 179,s.15,v.19,p.82. 
:{ Jlar., 1877, c. 103, s. 5, r. 19, p. 335. 

SEc. 3873. No extra poshtge or carriers' fees :shall he charged or eol- E~tra postage or 
lccted upon any mail-nrntkr collected or delivned by carriers. ~bit'!t fees pro-

s June, l8i2, c·. 335, s. 100, Y. li, p. 21)1' 

S1-:c. 387+. All expenses of letter-carriers, branch offices, and receiv- . Expensesofcar­
ing-hoxes, or incident thereto, ,-hall he kept and reported in a separate r~rs and branch 
account, and shall be shown in comparison with the proceeds from po:st- 0 

ces. 
nge on local mail-matter at each office, and the Postmaster-General shall Ibid., s. 101. 
he ~uirled in the expenditures for thi::! branch of the sen·ice by the income 
dl'rind therefrom. 
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CHAPTER THREE. 

:MAIL-MATTER. 

Sec. 
38i5. 
38itl. 
387i. 
3878. 
387!). 
3880. 
3881. 
3882. 
388:l. 

388.J. 

3885. 

3886. 

Division of mail-matter. 
First-clasB matter. 
Recoml-t'lass matter. 
Third-class mattl'r. 
Limit of weight of lllail-package. 
;\[etric postal balarweH. 
\\'rapping and sel'uring lllatter. 
Removing wrappers. 
:\ewspapers to be dried and in wrap­

peIB. 
Papers arnl periodicals to one a,l­

<lre8s. 
Xotice of refusal to receive nmH­

paper;,. 
Inclosures in regular printe,l mat­

ter. 

' Sec. 
3887. 

3888. 
388\l. 

38\J0. 
:{8\ll. 

38\l2. 

3893. 

3894. 

38\J.5. 

Iuclosing letters in printe,l tnatt;,r; 
penalty. 

Carrying newspapers ont of mail. 
Delil·ery of newspapers by routt>­

agpnts. 
Detaining letters; penalty. 
Detaining, opening, or dPHtroying 

letters; penalty. 
Intercepting or St'Creting letterH; 

penalty. 
Obscene books, &c., not to I~• nu­

ried in mail; penalty. 
Gift enterprises, &c., eirculars not 

mailable; penalty. 
Letters seized to h,• retunw, l to 

sender. 

Divisionofmail- SEc. 3875 . .:\Iailahle mattPr :-hall he divided into thrPn clas;;e,-: 
matter. First. Letters. 

8 .June, 1872, c. Second. Regular printed matter. 
~l~'.s. 130

, v. 17
• p. Third . .:\[iscellaneous mattPr. 

First-cla~s mat- SEC. 387H. Mailable matter of the first class shall embrace all eorre-
tt>r. spondence, wholly or partly in writing, except hook-manuscripts imd cor-

lbid., s. 1:n. rected proof-sheets passing between authors and publishers. 
:C:eeon<l-elaF~mat- SEc. 3877. Mailable matter of the second elass shall embrace all mat-

tt;r. ter cxelu;;ively in print, and regularly issued at stated periods fro_m a 
Ibid., 8 . i:ii.· ··- known office of publication, without addition hy writing, mark, or ,agn. 
23 J,mr, 18i.J, c. 456, ·•· 12, r.18, p.237. 3 Jfor., 1875, 1·. 128, s. 2, r. 18,p. :1-1:L l2.T11l!t, 

18iH, , •. l'i\l, .,. 15, r. 19, p. 82. 
Third-class mat- SEC. 3878. :Mailable matter of the third class .shall ernbraee all pam-

tt>r. phlets, occasional publications, tran,;ient newspapers, magazinf',;, hand-
s Jmw, 1872, c. bills, posters, unsealed circulars, prospectuses, books, book-manuscripts, 

33;;, s. ma.,·. 17, p. proof-sheets, correded proof-sheets, maps, prints, cngradngs. hlank«, 
3oo. flexible patterns, samples of nlf'rehan<lise not exceeding tweh·e onnePs in 
i1Jan.,18i3,<'.2l, • ht I d I I. l t I t l I \". 17, µ. 406. we1g , samp e car s, p 1onograp nc paper, c tPr euve opPs, pos a e111"t' -

23 June, 18H, , •. opes and wrappers, card,-~ plain and ornamPntal paper, photographic 
.J,16, ,•.I-, !'.18,11.233. representations of differPnt types, ,.;ceds, cuttings, bulbs, roots, seions, 

z:i .lune, 1874, c. and all other matter which may he deelarcd mailable h)' law. and all 
456• ·'· rn, r. 18• P· tl t • l t I ti • I t • I d l l I • h t 2:17. o 1rr nr .1c es no a •m·e 1e \\'('Jg I prescn .>P )_Y aw, w uc are no . 

:1 Jfm·., 1875, c. from tlwir form or nature, liable to de,,troy, ddaee, 01· othPrwis<' inju:·e 
128,.d,r.18,µ.343. the contents of the mail-bag or the person of any one engaged in tlw 

3 Jfor., 1875, r. postal servieP. All liquids, poison,;, gla!'ls, explosive rnatni:tls, and 
130

, ,·. 
18

• 1'· 
877• oh,eem1 books shall he excluded from the mail,,;. All matter of tht• third 12 .July, 1876, r. 

179, ~- 1.\ , •. 19, 1,. da,,,.., excepting books andotlwrprinted mattPr, hook-manuscript-;. pn>of-
82. shPPts, and corrected proof-sheets, paekagPs of se!'ds, rntting:-. hnlh,.;. 

rnots, and scions, shall not excePd tweh-e onncPs in weiO'ht, and pack­
ngPs of sf'eds, cuttings, bulbs, roots, and scions, shall not excePd four 
pounds in weight; and all matter of the third cla,.;s shall ])(' suhjeet t-0 
c~ami1111tion and to mh•~ of pos~ag<' as ~erPinaftPr proddPcl. Samples 
of metal,-, ores, and mm<'ralog1cal speennens shall not excepd twPIYc 
011ncp:,; ir. WPight, nnrl shall he suhjeet to examination and to mtPs of 
postage as herf'i11aft1•r prorided. 

Limit of weight t-~:c. 38,!l. ~o package weighing more tlian four pounds :-hall he 
of mail-package. J"f'('('l\"l'd for com·t>.,·ancP hy mail, l'X('Ppt hooks published or Pireulatecl 

8 Ju~;-,-187~-~~ by ordPr of (;ongrr-:-;:,,;. 
335, s. 134, v. 17, p. &00. 23 J,me, 18i4, , •. 4!';6, .,. 8, r. 18, p. 233. 2:J./1111,·, 18i.J, , .. -!56, .s. 
12, r. 18, p. 237. 3 Jfar., 1875, c. 128, .,. 2, r. 18, p. ::-1:1. :J Jfm·., 18,.\ ,·. I :10, ,·. 18, 1,. :l77. 

~1 .. trk po R ta l 1:,r:c. 3880. The Po,,;tmaster-GenPral shall furni,,;h to the IJOSt-ofli('l'S 
halanceA. h • ·1 'th f' • • • J 

27 J 1. 1866--- exc angmg mai ~ w1 ore1gn countnes, and to stwh other offices as H' 

28l, v.u1l,' p. aoi.c. may dPf'l11 f'XJWlltPnt. postal halances denominatPd in grams of the mptri,· 
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system, fifteen grams ?f whi~h shall be the equirnlent for postal purposes, SJune, 18i2,c.33fi, 
of one-half ounce av01rdupo1s, and so on in progression. ".135, v. l7, p. 301. 

St:c. :3881. '.l'hePostmast_er-General m~y prescribe by regulation the man- Wrappin!( a1Hl 
ner of wrapp111g and s_ecurmg for the m:uls all matter not chargPd with let- securing matter. 
ter-p_ostage, so that it may be conveniently examined by postmasters· vJ • 10~-> 3,,. 

d f t d l l 't I lib · • ' 0 um,,,,~,c .. ,,., an 1 no, ~o wrappe am secm·e\, 1 ~ m . e subJed to letter-postage. ,. 1:l!i, v. 17, p. a01'. 
SEc. 3882. Postmasters at the office of deh verv ma v remove the wra1)per,- 1, • 
d 1 f 'J [ ' ' \l'lll<>\'lll!(Wrap-

an enYe <?pes romma1 ~matter not charged wit 1 letter-posbig-0, when item1 1wr.,. 
be d_on? without destroyrngth~m, for the 1urpose oi as<'e1_·tainin1,_, wlwther 
thel t d th tt h h I 11 

Ihi,I., e. l:li. 
e 1.s upon or ~onnec e w1 any ~ue ma er ~nyt mg w 1e I won < 

authonze or reqmre the charge of a h1ghe1· rate of postage tlwn,on. 
SEc. 3883. No newspapers shall he reePin•d to be conrnyed h,· mail 

unless they are sufficiently dried and inclosPd in propPr wrapp<'rs: 
~eWRP!ll"'l'Htn lw 

dried an,I in wrap­
per~. 

S 
.., , \-.'h k . , Ibid.,~- 1:1s:. 

J?C, ob8'±. ,,· ere pae ~ages of newspapers or otht>r. per~oJical,; an• Papers and peri-
rece1ved at a P.ost-office, directed to one address, and a list of the names o<li!'als to om, a,1-
?f the subse_nbers to whom they belong, with the postage for a quarter dre~. 
m ad,Tance, 1s handed to the postmaster, he shall deliv<'r su<"h papers 01· Ibi,I., ,. 1:l\l. 
periodicals to their respecfo·e owners. 

SEc. 3S85. Postmasters shall notify the puhlisher of any newspaper. 
or other periodical, when any suhscriber shall rdnsc to take the same 
from the office, or neglect to call for it for the period of one month. 

Noti,•p of rl'fusal 
to ret·ei \'l' nPWl--lJHl­

pers. 
I hi.J., s. 140. 

SEC. :3886. Publisher,; of newsptipen; and periodicals may print or Iiwlos:m•s iu rP!(· 

write, upon their publications sent to regular subscribers, thP address 11Iar 111•1111P1l mat­
of the subscriber, and the date when the subscription expires, and may t.•

1

1\. 1-- 1 ' 1 h • b'll d • f b • • ti • h t 1)1( " 
41 

~nc ?Set erem 1_ s ~n receipts or su senpt10ns 1ereto, wit ont :-;u ,. 12 J,,i!I; 18;;,, ,·. 
Jectmg such pubhcat10ns to extra postage. 1rn,~.l5,c.rn, 1,.82. 

SEc. 3S87. Any person who shall inclose or conceal any letter, memo- I1wl0Ring letters 
randnm, or other thing in any mail-matter not charged with letter-post- in printed mattn; 
age, or make any writing or memorandum thereon, and dPposit or !'ause penalt.,·. __ _ 
the same to he deposited for conveyance hy mail at a less rate than letter 8 .June. 1872, c. 
postage, shall, for every such offense, be liable to a penalty of fiye dol- ?:;;;, •· H2. ,·. li, p. 
Jars; and such mail-matter or inclmmre shall not be deli,·ered until the .lOI. 
postage is paid thereon at letter-rates. But no extra postage i-;hall he 
charged for a card printed or impressed npon an em·elopc or wrapper. 

SEc. BS88. Contractors or mail-carriers may eom·<·y, out of the mail, 
newspal)('rs for sale or distribution to subscribers. 

( 'arni11i.: new~­
papers'ont. nf 111ail. 

lhid., ~-14:l. 
SEc. 3ti89. The Postmaster-General may proYhle hy order the U'l'III" lleli,wyof newH­

upon which route-agents mav recei,·e from pnhlishcrs or any news agent-; papns hi· route­
in charge thereof, and delivei· the same as directed, if pre;;ented and called a1wnts. . 
for at the nuul-cm: or :;teamer, paekages of lll'Wspaprrs and othrr prriod- lhi,I.. s. 1-H. 
icals not received from or intended for dP!in•r,r at any post-otticP. 

SEc. 38!t0. Any postmaster who shall unlawfully detain in his otlicl' !Maining J.,t. 
any letter or other mail-matter, the posting of which is not prohi hit<'d hy t..re; t><•nalty. 
law, with ·intent to pre,·ent the arrirnl and_delin)r,Y of !he ,;1~me to the Jhi,I., ,. 141\. 
person to whom it is addres,-:ed. shall he pumi-;hable hy a ti1w of not mo!'c 
than tin~ hundrrd dollars, and by im1~riso!1mPnt for !1ot m_ore than ~1x 

months, and he shall hP forever thereaftPI' 1ncapahle of hold111g the offi<·<' 
of JJostmaster. 

SEc. 3;:,!tl. Any penam employed in any department of the postal SPl'I'- . !Maininf.(,op~n­
ice who shall unlawful\\- detain delav or open ail\' letter, packet, hag, lllf.!, or de• t r0 ymg 

' ' • ' • ' · I l • • I • • lett<>rw p.-naltv or mail of l<:>tter,-intrusti-,l to him or whll' 1 rns come rnto 11s possession. ' • • .. 
and w hid1 was intended to he con;'e\'ed ln- mail, or earrie<I or <lelh·ered lhi,I., ~- 1-16, P· 
hy any mail-carrier, mail-me,;senger: n'.uti;-agent, lctter_-carrier, or othPr ~ 2-
person Pmployed in any department of the po'4al SCl'\'l\'C, 01' fol'l\~n] .. d 
through or delfrerecl from any po:,;t-ofli<'<' or hra1wh post-office estahli"ht>d 
by authority of the Po,;tmaster-General; or wh<! shall secrete, P111hezzl~, 
or destroy any sueh letter, packet, bag, or mail ~f lettPrs, although it 
does not contain any security for or a~sumn!'e relatmg to money or other 
thing of ,·alne, shail be punishable hy a tine of not more than fi\·e hun-
dred- dollars, or hy imprisonment for not morP than 011e y<'ar, or by both. 
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Int1;rc-epting or tlEC. 38U2. Anv person who ;;hall take any h·tU'l'. postal card. or packet, 
secretmg !Pttern; althotwh it does not contain anv article of Yalue or evid('nce thereof, out 
penal~- ___ of a po8 t-office or branch post:office, or from a letter or mail carrier, or 

Ibid., 8. 147. whieh has hern in any post,-officl' or branch post-office or in the custody 
-u---:-s. r. Lancas~ of any ll'tter or mail car~iN, befo~(' it has been delivered to the person to 
ter, 2~kLean,4:n. whom it was directed, with a design to obstruet the correspondence, or 

U. S. r. Pond, 2 to prv into the business or senets of another. or shall secret!', embezzle, 
C'nrt., 2fl-~. or de-;;troy the same, shall, for every :-mch offense, be punishable by a fine 

of not more than five hundred dollars, or h.v imprisonnwnt at hard labor 
for not mor(' than one year. or hv both. 

Obscene book8, SEC. 3893. [~1<Joh.sco;,,, !,'!I'd, or·1,,"cirio11sbo(Jk,pa111pltlet,picture,paper, 
scurrilous and dis- print. orutlier p11Mication r~t' an ,'ndecent cl1arader, or any article o-r tliing 
loyal Jette'.~'. a

1
nd de.,iq11edorintmdedfort/1,,1>1·n·e11tio11ofconc,ptianorproc11ringofahortion, 

lotterv ,·1rcu ars • • ,·. • d l 1· d • • / • z notmaihhle; pen- nor any art,c1eortni~qvden er. ora1 apt,· .(uranyrnr.ecentormmwra use 
alt\". o,• ,iatul'e. nor anyn•nttcn or prod,-d card, c, reulor, hool-, pampldd, adr•er-
- ·___ t 18e111ent, or noticf' of m,y !.·ind, (!1l'1t1(/ i1~ti,1'11wfio11, di'.rectly 01· _indirect!!!, 

Ibid ,&Q.148,1-!9. 7 if ' 7 I • l. 1· 1 1 z .,+', 
3 )[ar., 18i3, e. wlu're, or 1/0/1', or n 1c,wm, 01• 1y 1Ct,at n,ean8 ed ,er'< t,1e t11tngs oe.1ifre 

158, s. 2, '"· 17, p. mentioned may be obtaZ11al or 'l!Wde, nor any letter upon tl1e ,·m·elope ,if 
599. _, 1d,ich. or postal card 11pm, 1r/,id, /nclec,,11t or 8CurrilouR epitlwt,~ ?!lay be 

186
12 !11

1
1
9Y, 18

90' 6
• c. 1critteii or pr,'nted, 8hall be carried in tl,e 111ail,: and any prr8mi 11·/,o sltall 

-.-' _1. __ ,__J'_· __ • -- l.·1101c:11(!ly cl,,po.,it or cw,.", to lie d,-po.-ihd, for 11iai1,'ng o,· de1 i,•ery, any rl' 
l. S. r. Bott, 11 f/,e llf:reinhefore-mentioned art,'d,-s "'' t/11111/-', or any ·noti,·e or pap,-,1' con-. 

Blateh. 346. • • • d • 1 • t 1 •• • z 't. l I • l e. s. ;._ Foote, 1:~ tam111g any a ter;t1se111e11t re atu!!l to 11e riforesa,1 • II/' .11· ,w_or t1i111g., •• all(. 
Blatc>h., 418. 1/11!1 person 1clm, ,n purRuaw·e rd any plan or sclieme.for d1spo,1111g rif any 

,if tlw hcrei11befr.n•e mentioned artide8 or t/,i11y.-i, Rholl f((ke, or cause to b>' 
taken, fmrn tlie mail any s11cl1. l<'fter or pockaw', slw1l be deemed guilty of a 
111 i.~dememwr, a ncl s1ia11, fur C1'(1'Y r1ff>11.,e. be fined 11ot leRS than orie lwndred 
dollm.·s, nor more tlumji1·e tlw11sa11rl dollar8, rn-1·mpri-~011cd at l,anl labor 
not 1M8 than one year nor more t1ian ten year.~, or both .. ] [Every obscene, 
lewd, or laseivious hook, pamphlet, picture, paper, writing, print, or other 
publieation of an indPcPnt character, and e,·ery article or thing designed 
or intended for the prcveution of eonception or procuring of abortion, and· 
every article or thing intended or adapted for any indecPnt or immoral 
use, and every written or print€d card, circular, book, pamphl!'t, adver­
tisement, or notiee of any kind gidng information, dirPctl_v or indir('ctly, 
where, or how, or of whom, or by what means, any of tlw hen•inbefore 
nwn tioned mattprs, articles or things may be obtained or made, and ever~· 
letkr upon the ('nvelope of which, or po;;tal card upon which, indecent, 
lewd, obscem·, or lascivious delineations, ('pithets, terms, or language may 
be writtPn or printed, are hereby declar('d to he non-mailable mattN, and 
shall not be <·onnyed in the mail;;, nor dPliverP<l from any po;;t-offi('e nor 
hy any letter-carrier; and any person who shall knowingly deposit, or cause 
to be cfr•posited, for mailing or delivery, anything declar!'d by this section 
to he non-mailable matter, and any person who i-hall knowingly takP the 
same, or cause the same to be taken, from the nmils, for the purpose of 
circulating or disposing of, or of aidi11g in the cireulation or disposition 
of th<\ same. shall he deem('dguilt,· of a misdem('anor, audshall form<'h and 
en•ry offence be fined not less thim one hundn•d dollars nor more than five 
thousand dollars, or imprisoned at hat·d labor not lP:,;S than one ypar llOI' 

more than h·n Years. or both. at the discretion of the court. And all 
oflt•nct•s committ<'d under saicl original section thirtv-eio·ht hundred and 
nin('ty-thrPe of the l{eyi:,;('d Statutes prior to the app;oval of this art 
may he proseentf'd aud punish('d und('r the :-;aid oriu-inal section in the 
,-ame manner nnd with th!' same effeet as if this act had not heen passed.] 
[See§ 178/i,) 

Gift ('nterpri'1<•, SEc. 381!-!. No letter or <"ireular concernirw [t1leqa1J lotteries so-called 
&c._, circulars not gift-concerts. or other similar enterprises offering· prizes or c~ncerning 
mailable· penaltv. -- I d •• d d • d d d • ' · ,, ' • ~-~- '__ • i-e 1emes ense . a;n mten e to ec<·n·e and defraud the puhhc for the 

8 ,June, 1872, c. p111:pose of ohtam111g 1110!1ey under false preten:,;es. :,;hall be carried in the 
835, ~8

-
148, 149, '"· mail. Any perso. n_who_ ,;ha_ll knowingly d('posit or send an.vthing to he 1 i, l), 302• l b l I f 12 Joi,,, 18it\, ,._ c_onveyec Y mm m YI? atJOn o this section shall he punishable hy a 

186, a. 2, i,.19,p. !I(). tine of not ntorP than ti,·c hundred dollars nor less than one hundred 
dollars. with costs of prosecution. 
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SEC. 3895. All letters, packets, or other matter which may be seized Letters seized to 
or detained for violation of law shall be returned to the owner or sender be de turned to 
o! the same, or otherwise disposed of as the Postmaster-General may se~ ers.1879 335 dlrect. une, ~,c. , 

CHAPTER FOUR. 

POSTAGE. 

Sec. 

3896. Prepayment of postage. 
3897. Third class matter. 
3898. Disposal of partly paid and unpaid 

letters. 
3899. Fraudulent receipt of postage; pen-

altv. 
3900. Postage to be paid before delivery. 
3901. Box-rents to be prepaid. 
3902. Unpaid soldiers' and sailors' letters. 
3903. Postage on letters and letter-matter. 

Sec. 
· 3904. Drop-letter postage. 

3905. P08tage on regular printed matter. 
3906. Certain postage to be paid quarterly. 
3907. Postage on packages of small papers. 
3908. Postage to regular dealers. 
3909. Affidavit of publishers; penaltv. 
3910. Post~ on transient, &c., matter. 
3911. Clothmg to soldiers by mail. 
3912. Postage on foreign mail-matter. 
3913. Postage on irregular sea-letters. 

8. 302, v. 17, p.323. 

SEC. 3896. Postage on all mail-matter must be prepaid by stamps at Prepayment of 
the time of mailing, unless herein otherwise provided for.pos __ ta_g_e. ___ _ 

8 June, 1872, s. 15(), Y. 17, p. 302. 3 ,lfar., 1875, c. 128, ss. 5, 7, ,·. 18,p. 343. 
SEC. 3897. All mail-matter of the third class must be prepaid in full Third-class mat-

in postage-st.amps at the office of mailing. ter. 
-----~· 

3 Jan., 1873, c. 21, Y. 17, p. 407. 3 Jlar., 1877, c. 103, s,. 5, 1-. 19,p. 335. • 
SEC. 3898. All mail-mat~r depoi,;it~ for mailing, on which one full Disposal of part­

rate of post.age has been paid as reqmred by law, shall be forwarded to lypaidand unpaid 
its destination, charged with any portion of the proper postage which l_e_tte_rs_. __ _ 
mav be unpaid, to be collected on delivery. But if any mail-matter, on 8 June 18i2 c. 
which by law the postage is required to be prepaid at the mailing-office, 335, ss. 151, 152: '"· 
shall by inadvertence reach it.'l destination without any prepayment, 17, P· 302. 
double the prepaid rates shall be charged and collected on delivery. 

SEC. 3899. If any postmaster, or other person authorized by the Post- Fraudulent re­
master-General to receive the postage of letters, shall fraudulently demand ceiptR of postage; 
or receive any rate of postage, or gratuity, or re~vard, other than is pro- ~enal~·- ___ _ 
vided by this section, for the postage of lettus or packets, he shaU be Ibid., ~- 296, p. 
punishable by a fine of one hundred dollars. • 322. 

SEC. 3900.' No mail-matter shall be delivered until the postage elm· Postagetobepai<l 
thereon has been paid. before delivery. 

Ibid. ,s.153,p.303. 
SEc. 3901. No box at any post-office shall be assigned to the use of Box-rents to be 

any person until the rent thereof has been paid for at least one quarterp _re-=e--pa~i~d_. __ _ 
in advance, for which the postmaster shall give a receipt. Ibid., s. 154. 

SEC. 3902. The Postmaster-General may provide by regulation for Un~aidsoldiers' 
transmitting unpaid and duly certified letters of soldiers, sailors, and autleallors' letters. 
marines in the service of the United States, to their destination. Ibid., s. 155. 

SEC. 3903. On all mail-matter which is wholly or partly in writing, Postafj on let­
except book-manuscripts and corrected proofs passing between authors te'1t!n lettH­
and publishers, and local or drop letters; on all printed matter which is ma r. . 
so marked as to convey any other or further information than is conveyed Ibid., s. 15~. 
bv the original ~rint except the correction of mere tvpografahical errors· 3 Mar., 1817, ~-
• ll "h'· • ·1t· fl th. t· fth' 103,s.5,•·.19,P•33"· on a matter w Ic 1s sent m v10 a 10n o aw or c regu a Ions o e 

Department respecting inclo-;ures; and on all matter to which no specific 
rate of postage IS assigned, po:sta~e shall be charged at the rate of three 
cents for each half-ounce or fraction thereof. 

Si-:c. 3904. Letters commonly known as dror or local letters, deliv- Drop-letterpost-
ered through the post-office or its carriers, shal be charged with postage age. ______ . 
at the rate of two cents where the system of free delivery is established, 8 June, 1872, e 
and one cent where such system is not established, for each half-ounce 335, s. 153, v. 17, p 
or fraction thereof. 303. 

~ 
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Pos_tageon regu- SEC. 3905. On newspapers and other periodical puhlications, not ex­
Jar prmted matter. ceeding four ounces in weight. sent from a known office of publication 
-Ihi<l.,s.158. to regular subscribers, postage shall be charged at the following rates 

3 )far., 1877, c. per quarter, namely: On publications issued less frequently than once 
103,s. 5,v.I 9,p. 335• a week, at the rate of one cent for each issue; issued once a week, five 

cents; and five cents additional for each issue more· frequent than once a 
week. And an additional rate shall he <:barged for each additional four 
ounces or fraetion thereof in weight. 

Certain postage SEc. 3fl06. On newspapers and other periodicals sent from a known 
to be paid quarter- otlice of publication to regular subscrihers, thP po;;tage shall lw paid 
~--_ before delivery, for not less than one quarter, nor more than one _war; 

8 June, 1872, c. which payment may be made Pither at the office of mailing or delivery, 
:33?, ~. l!'i!l, v.17, P· commencing at any time; and the postmaster shall account for sueh 
,JO.t postage in the quarter in which it is received. 

Postage on pack- SEC. 3907. The Postmaster-General may provide by regulations for 
ages of small pa- carrving small newspapers, issued less frequently than once a week, in 
p_ers. packages to one address, from a known office of· publication to regular 

Ibid., ~.160. subscribers. at the rate of one cent for each four ounces or fraetion 
thereof. 

Postage to regu- SEc. 3908. Persons known as regular dealers in newspapers and pe­
lar__<le~Ie_i-:._~~ riodicals may recei,·e and transmit by mail such quantities of either as 

Ibid., s. 161. they may requirr, and pay the postage thereon as received, at the same 
rates, pro rata, a,-; regular subscribers to such publicatLms who pay 
quarterly in advance. 

Affi<ladtsofpub- SEC. 3\JO!I. The Po,;trnaster-General may prescribe, by regulation, an 
lishers; penalty. affidavit, in form, to be taken by the publisher, or by the clerk, agent, 

Ibid., l'. 162. 
2:3 June, 1874, c. 

456, s. 9, !'. 18, p. 
233. 

or serrnnt of the publisher, of any newspaper or other periodical which 
may hy law be sent to regular subscribers without prepayment of post­
age at the mailing-office, to the effeet that neither he nor any other pro­
prietor, clerk, agent, or employc within hi,-; knowledge will send, cause 
or permit to he sent through the mail, without prepayment by postage­
stamps, an~· copies of such newspaper or other periodical (naming it) 
except to bona-fide and reiular subr-;cribers thereto; and if any such 
newspaper or other periodical shall be thus unlawfully sent, with the 
know ledge or consent of such proprietor, or his agent, clerk, or servant 
in charge of such business, or if such affidavit shall, when required by 
the_ Postmastrr-General or any speeial agent of the Po,-;t-Office Depart­
ment, be refusrd, the per:-on guilty of the offense, or refusing to makr 
the affidaYit, shall be liable to a penalty of fifty dollars in each ca,-;e . 

. Postage on tran- SEc. 3Hl0. On mailable matter of the third class, exeept as herein 
sient, &c.,_matter. ,-;fated. postage shall be charged at the rate of one cent for each two 
.. ~ .Jun~, 1Si2, c. ounces or fraction thereof. Double these rates shall be charged for books, 
.{.fa, s. 163, '"· 17, p. l f t l • l d h d' :{O-! i;amp es o me a s, ores, mmera s, an mere an 1se. 

( ;lothing to sol- SEc. 3Hll. Packages of woolen, cotton, or linen clothing, not exceed-
1lier~ by mail. ing two pounds in weight, may be sent through the mail to any non-

ll;i~l.-,-;_ 164.- commissioned offieer or prirnte in the Army of the United States, if 
pre{)aid, at the rate of one l'ent for each one ounce or fraction thereof, 
subJect to sueh regulations as the Postmaster-General may prescrihe. 

Po,ta!!e on for- SEC. 391~. The rate of United States postage on mail-matter sent to 
'2~':.1'!11Il-1~a!ter. or received from foreign countries with which different ratPs have not 

Ibid., s. 165. heen estahlished by postal co1ffention or other arrangement, when for­
warded hy vessels regularly employed in transporting the mn.il, shall be 
ten cents for each half-ounce or fraction thereof on letters, unless reduced 
by order of the Postmaster-General; two tents each on newspapers; and 
not exeeeding two eents per eaeh two ounces, or fraetion thereof, on pam­
phlet,-, p~riodical,,;, hooks, and other printed matter, which postage sh~ll 
be prepn1d 011 matter sent and l'Ollected on matter received· and to a ,·01d 
J~,-;s to the lTnited States in ~he payment of halances, th~ Postmast~r­
~l'e1w_rnl m~y eoll~ct the unpaid postage on letters from foreign countnes 
m com or its eqmvalent. 

Po~tage on irreg- SE~. 3913. Al~_ letters c?!1"eyed hy vessels not regularly employed in 
nlar sea-le~ters. __ carry mg ~he mail shall, 1f for delivery within the United States, be 

Ibid., s.166. charged with double postage, to cover the fee paid to the vessel. 
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CHAPTER FIVE. 

POSTAGE-STAMPS AND ENVELOPES. 

:-:ec. 

3914. Postage-stamp~. 
3915. Stamped enwlopes. 
:{!llfi. Po.•tal cards. 
:l!H7. ImproYement, in stamps and en-

Yelope,.. 
:{!H8. Sale of stamp>< at post-offices. 
3919. Stamps and ePwlopes at a discount. 
:{920. ~elling stamps at mon• than face; 

penalty. 

Sec. 

, 3921. Stamps to be defaced. 
' 3922. Removing stampR from mail mat­

ter; penalty. 
3923. Re-use of stamp"; penalty. 
3924. Removal an<l re-use of ol,l stamps 

by employ{·; penalty. 
392i\. The 8ame by pe~ons not in post­

offire employ. 
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~EC. 391-l. T!1e 1:-'ostmas~r-General shall prepare postage-stamps of Postage-stamps. 
smtahle denommat10ns. wh1eh, when attached to mail-matter shall be 
evidence of the paymerit of thr postage thereon. ' . ~ ,Jun;, 187~, c. 

33,J, s. 168, \'. 1 , p. 
:{0-!. 12 July, 1876, ,·. 17!), x. 1-!, 1·. 19, J'· 82. 3 Jfar., 1877, ,·. 103, .s. 4, I'. 19, p. 335. 

SEC. 8H15. The Postmaster-General shall provide suitable letter and ~tamped envel­
newspaper envelopes, with sueh water-mark:, or other guards iwain,-;t opes. 
('Otmterfeits a;; he may deem expedient, and with postage-stamp; with - 8June 18,-9-----;:­
"neh device and of ;;ueh ,mitable dPnominations as he mav dirPet, 33,5, s. 169, "· 11; 11: 
imprei-sed thereon: and such em·elope;; 1,hall be known as ·'stamped 30\ 
c>nvelopes," and shall he sold, as nearly a,-may he, at the cost of proeur- 17~- /']7' 18{i• r. 
ing them. with the addition of the rnlue of the postage-stamp;; impressed s2'.' • • ' '· 'JJ. 
thereon: hut no stampPd em·elope furnished hy the Government shall 27 Feb., 1877, r. 
l'ontain any lithographing or engraving, nor any printing except a printed 69, , •• l9. P· 2-50. 
request to return the letter to the writer. Letters and papers inclosed 
in such stamped envelopes shall, if the postage-stamp is of a dl'nomina-
tion sufficient to cover the postage properly ehargeahle thereon, pass in 
the mail as prepaid matter. [The Postmaster-Geueral shall cause to be 
prepared a speeial ,-tamp or ,;tamped envelope, to he used onl.v for offieial-
mail-matter, for each of the Executive Departments; and said stamps and 
stamped envelopes shall be supplied by the proper officer of said Depart-
ment8 to all persons under its direction requiring-the same for official use; 
and all appropriations for postage made prior to March third, eighteen 
hundred and :-en•nty-three, ,-hall no longer he antilahle for said purpose; 
and all stamp,; and stamped envelopes shall be sold or furnished to said 
several Department,-; or clerks only at the price for which :-tamp,-; and 
stamped em·elopes of like mine are sold at the several post-offices.] 

SEC. 3U1H. To farilitatP letter correspondenre, and to proYide fo1· thP l'oHtal canls. 
transmission in the mails, at a reduced rate of postage, of me.~sages, 8 .T~n~-1Ri2 ., 
order:-, notices, and other short communication:-, either printed or writ- 3:-J.5, s. 170, ,·. 11: p: 
ten m pencil or ink, the Postmaster-General is authorized and directed :10-1. 
to furnish and is;;ue to the puhlie, with postage-stamps impres:-Pd unon }2 .T11l!f, l876, ,·. 
h l d •• f d f d t·t1· f I 1\-t. 17•1, ·'· H, ,·. rn,,,·82• t_ em, "post:3- ear s, manu al'tur(' o goo s 1 paper, o sue 1 qua 1_y, a Jfor., 1877, , .. 

form, and size as he :-hall deem best adapted for general use: which JO:\.•.-!, ,·.19,11.3:{i\. 
ea1·ds ><hall he n,-;c>d a,-; a mean,; of postal intP1·eourse, undPr rules and 
n•u-nlation,-; to h<' pre,-,erihecl by the Postmaster-Oeneral, and whPn so 
11s~d shall he tran,-;mitted through the mail,-; at a postage rharge of one 
('Cnt Pa('h, ineluding the <·ost of their manufaeturP. 

St:c. :wt 7. The Postmaster-General may, from time to time, adopt such Impron•ments in 
improyements in IJost:we-stamps and stamped em·elopes as he mar deem stamps and envel-

• h '"' I • • d t d ·t h II b l opeH. :_tdn,-;ahle: and w en_ :~ny ><hne1 ~111pro,·ent1~nt 1,-; :tt op et. 1 s a_ te ,-;uJd-__..,s~J-11-11-l,,- 1-s-7-z,-~-
.Jl'd to all thP prons1ons erPm respec mg pos age-s nmps 01 s ampe 3:35, s. 171. ,·. i.7, p. 
Pnvelopes. . . 30~. 

St:c. H!ll~. PostagP-,-tamps and stamped em·elopes shall he furn1shNl /sale of 8tamp" 
II\· the Postnmster-GPnPrnl to all postmaster,-;, and shall be kept for sale ~t post-offices. 
at all post-offices: and each pos~master sh:ill he held arcountable for all Ibi<l., ~- 172. 
,,tl(·h ,-;tamp,; und en\'elopes fnrmshe<l to hnn. . , 

SEC. HHl!I. Po,.;tacre-stamps and stamped envelopes may be so1d at a Stamps and e_n-
. • • d.., • d h ·11 . t ll • 'th t velopes at a d1s-d1scount to certam es1gnate agents,w ow1 ag1ee ose agamw1 ou t 

discount, under rulP,; to he prescribed by the Postmaster-General; but the ~ou_n_. ___ _ 
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Ibid., s. 173, p. quantities of each sold to any one agent at one ,time shall not exceed one 
305. hundred dollars in value, and the discount shall not exceed five per 

centmn on the face value of the stamps, nor the same ~r centum on the 
current price of the envelopes when sold in less quantities. 

Selling stamps SEC. 3920. Postage-stamps shall not be sold for any larger sum than 
at more than face; the yalue indicated on their face, nor stamped envelopes for more than 
penalty. is charged therefor by the Post-Office Department for like quantities. 

Ibid., 8 . li-1. Any person connected with the p<>Stal service who shall violate this pro­
vision shall be punishable by a fine of not less than ten dollars, nor more 
than five hundred. 

Stamps to be de- SEC. 3921. Postage-stamps affixed to all mail-matter or the stamped 
faced. envelopes in which the same is inclosed, shall, when dep<>sited for mail­

ing or delivery, be defaced by the postmOBter at the mailmg-office, in such 
Ibid., s. 175

• manner as the Postmaster-General may direct; and if any mail-matter 
shall be forwarded without the stamps or envelopes being so defaced, 
the postmOBter at the office of delivery shall deface them, and report the 
delinquent postmaster to the Postmaster-General. 

Removingstamps SEC. 3922. Any person employed in any branch of the J.>?Stal service 
from mail-matter; who shall willfully and unlawfully remove from any ma1l-matter any 
penalty. postage-stamp affixed thereto in payment of the postage, shall be pun-

Ibid., s. li6. ishable by a fine of not more than one hundred dollars, or by imprison­
ment for not more than six months. 

Re-useofstarnps; SEC. 3923. Any person who shall use or attempt to use, in payment of 
penalty. the postage on any mail-matter conveyed by mail or otherwise, any 

postage-stam~ or stam~d envelope, or any stamp cut from any such Ibid., s. 177. d h 
stampe enve ope, w ic 1 has been before used for a like purpose, shall 
be liable to a penalty of fifty dollars. 

Removal and re- SEC. 3924. If any person employed in any department of the Post­
use of old stamps Office Establishment of the United States :;hall willfully and know­
by employe; pen- ingly use, or cause to be used, in prepayment of postage, any postage­
alty. stamp, postal card, or stamped envelope fasued, or which may hereafter 

Ibid., s. 297, p. be issued, by authority of any act of Congress, ·or of the Postmaster-
322- General, which has already been onre used for a like purpose, or shall 

remove, or attempt to remove, the canceling or defacing marks from any 
such postage-stamp, or stamped envelope, or postal-card, with intent to 
use or cause the use of the same a second time, or to sell, or offer to sell, 
the same, or shall remove from letters or other mail matter deposited in 
or received at a Post-office the stamps attached to the same in payment 
of postage, with mtent to use the same a second time for a like purposr, 
or to sell, or offer to sell, the same, every such offender shall be deemed 
guilty of felony, and shall be imprisoned for not less than one year nor 
more than three years. 

Thesamebyper- SEC. 3925. If any person, although not employed in irny department of 
sons not in post- the Post-Office Establishment, shall commit anv of the offense.~ described 
office employ._ . in the preceding section, every such person shall be deemed guilty of a 

Ibid., s. 298. misdemeanor, and he punhihable by imprisonment for not less than six 
months nor more than one year, or by a fine of not less than one hun­
dred dollars nor more than five hundred dollars, for each offense, or hy 
both. 

CHAPTER SIX. 

REGISTERED LETTERS. 

Sec. 
3926. System of registration authorized. 
3927. Registered matter and fees. 
3928. Receipt for delivery of registered 

matter. 

Sec. 
3929. Registered letters to lotteries, &c., 

may be returned. 

System of regis- SEc. 3926. For the greater security of valuable mai ,-matter, the Pm1t• 
tration.~thorize<!: master-Generr,l may establish a uniform :3ystem of registration. But the 
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Post-Office Department or its revenue shall not be liable for the loss of 8 June 18,2, ;._ 
any mail-matter on account of its having been registered 33.5, 8~- 12ti, 12\J, v. 

• " 17,p.300. 
SEc. 39'27. Mail-matter shall be registered only on the application of Registered mat­

the p9:rty ~s~ing the same, and the fee therefo~· shall not exceed _twenty ter and fees. 
cents m addit10n to the regular postage, to be, mall case8, prepaid; and lhid.,s.127. 
all such fees shall be accounted for m such manner as the Postmaster-
General shall direct. But letters upon the official bm,iness of the Post-
Office Department which require rPgistering shall be registered free of 
charge, and pass through the inails frpe of charge. 

SEc. 3~28. A receipt ~hall be taken upon the delivery of any regis- . Receipt f?r de­
tered mail-matter, showmg to whom and when the same was delivered, hvery of registered 
which shall be returned to the sender, and he received in the courts as 1~atter. 
prima-fade evidence of such delivery. Ibid., 8.128. 

SEc. 3929. The Postmaster-General may, upon evidence satisfactory Registered l~t­
to him that any person is enga~ed in conducting anv fraudulent lotterv ters to lotteries, 

"f • h f d" "b • • • • ' &c mav he re-g1 t-enterpnse, or sc eme or t e 1stn ubon of money or of any real or tu;{ied • • 
personal property, by lot, chance, or drawing of any kind, or in comluct- ~--:__ --- -­
mg any othn scheme or device for obtaining money through the mails by 

32
ibid., ~- 3oo, P· 

means of false or fraudulent pretenses, representations, or promises, in- • 
struct postmasters at any post-offices at which registered letters arrive 
directed to any such person, to return all such registen'd letters to the 
postmasters at the offices at which ·they were originally mailed, with the 
word ··fraudulent" plainly written or stamped upon the outside of such 
letters; and all imch letters so returned to such postmasters shall be by 
them returned to the writers thereof, under SU\'h regulations as the Post­
master-General may prescribe. But nothing contained in this Title shall 
be so construed as to authorize any postmaster or other person to open 
any letter not addressed to himself. 

CHAPTER SEVEN. 

lJNCLAllJ.ED, DEAD, AND REQUEST LETTERS. 
!'ec, 

3930. Advertising letters. 
:1!131. Advertising foreign letters. 
:1932. Registry of letters containing fmc-

tional currenc\·. 
:;9:1:1. Posting lists of ad verti~e<l letteJ"l'. 
:W3-t Pay for advertising letters. 
:393.'>. Charge on advertised letters. 

, Sec. 
3936. Return of undelivered letters. 
3!l37. l'npai,l letters to dearl-letter of­

fice. 
3938. Procee,ls of valuahle dead letters. 

' 3939. Request letterd to be returned. 
:1940. Forwarding letters from one office 

to another. 

SEc. 3930. The Postmaster-General may direct the publication of the Advertising let-
list of non-delh·ered letters at anv post-office by written list posted in somete __ rs_. __ _ 
puhlic place, or, when he shall· deem it for "the public interest, he may s June, 1s,i~ 
direct the publication of such list in the daily or weekly newspaper regu- :335, s.188, v.17, p. 
larly published within the post-office delivery which ha.-, the largest cir- 3o7• 
culation within such delivery; and where no daily paper is published 
within the post-office delivery, such list ma_v be published in the daily 
newspaper of any adjoining delivery having the largest cirt·ulation withi1 
the delh·ery of the post-office publishing the list; and in ease of dispute 
as to the circulation of competing newspapers, the po8tma:--tl'r shall receive 
p,·idence and decide upon the fact. Such li:-Jt shall be pubfo;hed as fre-
quPntly as the Postmaster-General may deem proper, but not oftener 
than once a week. 

~EC. 3931. The list of non-delivered letters addressed to foreign-born Ad\·ertising for­
pt>rson8 may be ptiblishcd in a newspaper printed in the language most eign }etters. 
used h,v them, whieh shall he selected in the manner pre>1cribed in the - Ibid:,~.18!1. 
precellmg section. 

S1':c. 3\13~. Under imch regulation,- a,- the Postmaster.General may Registry of _let­
pre!>lcribe, all postmasters arc authorized to register in the mannrr pre- ters . ('()n tai 111n g 

"b d l I l • I t f •. t t· f 11 I t fractional ,·nrren-Sl'l'l f' )y aw, mt w1t1011t paymen o any rrg1,- ra 1011 Pe, a • e ters cy 
containing fradional or other emTem·y of the V nited States, which shall -- • 
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Ibid., s. iJO, p. be h_y them ><cnt hy mail to thP Treasu!"er of the lJnited States for 
307. redemption; and tlw po,-tmaster at tlw city of \\' a,-hington, in the Dis­

trict of Columbia, ,-hall regi,-ter, in like mamwr, without charge, all let­
ters containing new cmTcney n·turnrd for currency redeemed, whil'h 
shall he re('eivrd by him from thP Treasurer, in sealed pa('kages, marked 
with the word '' l'l'gistel' '' m·er the official signature of the ,-aid Treasurer. 

Posting lists of SEc. 3933. E\"el'y postmaster shall po><t, in a eonspieuous place in hi,­
aclvertised _letter~. offiee, a copy of eal'h Ji,-t of non-delivered letters immediately after it,, 
Ibi,l.,H. l 111, p.808. puhli('ation. 

Pay for adver- SEC. at/8-!. The compensation for publishing the list of r,on-deliven•d 
tisin!( Jette~. __ letters shall in no case exceed one cent for each letter so published. 

Ibid., ~- 192, p. 
:{O~. 

Charge on ad- SEc. 3!135. All letters published as non-delivered shall be charged with 
verti~e,l letters._ one cent in addition to the regular postage, to he accounted for as part 

Ibid., s. 193, p. of the postal revenue. 
308. 

Return of nnde- SEc. 3936. The Postmaster-General may regulate tlw period during 
livered letters. which undelivered lettrrs shall remain in any post-office, and when they 

Ibid., 8 _ 194,-p~ shall he returned to the dead-letter office; and he may make regulations 
308. for their return from the dead-letter office to the writer,;, when the,· can-

not he delivered to the parties addressed. • 
Unpaid letters to SEc. 3937. All domestic letters deposited in any post-office for mailing, 

dead-letter o~=-e. on which the postage is wholly unpaid or paid less than one full rate as 
Ibid., s. 195, p. required hy law, except lettPI·s lawfully free, and dulv certified letters of 

308. soldiers, sailors, anrl marines in the service of the {r nited States, shall 
he srnt hy the postmastrr to the dead-letter office in Washingbm. But 
in large cities and adjacent distl"icts of dense population, having two or 
more post-offices within a distance of three miles of each other, any letter 
mailed at one of such officrs and addressed to a locality within the deliver~T 
of another of such offices, which shall have been inadvertently prepaid 
at the drop or loeal letter rate of postage only, may he forwardrd to its 
destination through the proper office, charged with the amount of the 
deficient postagr, to he colleetrd on delivery. 

Proceeds of val- SEc. 3938. Dead letters containing valuable inclosures shall be regis­
uabledead-letters. tered in the dead-letter office; and when they cannot be deli,·ered to the 

Ibid., e. 196, p. party addressed nor to the writer, the contents thereof shall he di,-posed 
:{08. of, and a careful account shall be kept of the amount realized in each 

case, which shall be subject to rel'lamation hy either the party addressed 
or the sender, for four years from the registry thereof: and all other let­
ter:; of value or of importance to the party addres,-ed or to the writer. 
and which cannot be returned to either, ,.;hall he disposed of as the Post­
master-General may direct. 

Request to bere- SEc. 3939. Whe~ the writer of any letter on which the postage is pre-
turned. _ paid shall indorse upon the outside thereof his name and address, such 

Ibid., s. 198, p. letter shall not hr advertised, but after remaining unealled for at the 
308. office to which it is directed thirty days, or the time the writer may di­

rect, shall be returned to him without additional charge for postage, and 
if not then delivered i;hall he treated as a dead letter. 

F~rwarding let- SEc. 39-!O. Prepaid lt>tter,-shall he forwarded from one post-office to 
:i:

1
~:;;h~~'.ieotll<'e another, at the request of the party addressed, without additional charge 

- Ibid., s. 199. for P0stagf'. 

CHAPTER EIGHT. 

CONTRACTS FOR CARRYING THE IIAILS. 
See. i See._ 
3941. Adwrtising for proposal~. 1 39-k 
3942. Contracts with railwaw without • 3B46. 

advertisinj?. • ! 394i. 

(~uarante., of proposals. 
Oath to a!'company bid. 
C'-ertificate of the postmaster as to 

3943. Contra<·ts for earrving home-mails 
by owners of vessels. 

3944. Proposals to be sealed; how to be 
opened. 

the suffieiency of guarantor. 
3948. Bids to be recorded and preserved. 
3949. Contracts. to lowest bidder. 
3950. Combination to prevent bids. 
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Sec. 

3951. Failure of bidder to give bond: prn­
c-ee<lin!!fl. 

3952. Relea.«e of bidder. 
3953. Bids to be accompanied by eertified 

check. 
3954. Penaltv for failure to enter into con­

traet". 
3965. Xew ~ureties. 
3956. Limit of time of .-ontract. 

Sec. 

395i. Changing terms of contract. 
3\l'l8. Xotiee of intention to change terms 

of contract. • 
3959. Pavment on contra.ct. 
3960. Pay for additional regular service. 
3961. . .\.llowance for additional expedi-

tion. 
3962. Fining mail-contractor,,. 
3963. :\lail-contracts not assignable. 

7(35 

SEc. 39-11. Before making any contract forcarryingthe mail, othPr than Advertising for 
those hereinafter excepted, the Postmaster-General shall give public no- P!0 P0

~~-----

tice by advertising once a week for six weeks in one or more, not exceed- 8 June, J8i2, e. 
ing five. newspapers published in the State or T('rritor)· where the serviee 335, s. 243, v. li, p. 
is to be perfor,med, one of ~hich shall be publ~shed at the se_at of govern- 31~· Mar. 1875 1

._ 

ment of such State or Territory; and such notice shall <l.escnbc the rouk, 128 i·. 1s' p. 342. 
the time at which the mail is to be made up, the time at which it is to he 12 July, 1876, c. 
delivered, and the frequency of the service; and the Po,;tmastn-Genernl 179, r. 19, JJ• ~9. 
shall direct, by special order in each case, the newspapers in which mail- 3 J~ar., 181~,. c. 
l tt • th l l t· t th b • f h" D t 103,s.3,r.19,p.~3.'i. e mgs, or o er proposa s re a l\"e o e usmess o 1s epartmen , 3 Mar. 18ii c. 
8hall be advertised, and no publisher shall be paid for such advertise- 110, r. rn; p. :183. 
ments without having been requested by the Postmaster-General to pub- Garfieldev.1~'.:-; 
lish the same. [Sees ss21.J 9:3 e. S., 242. 

See note to section 3826. 

SEC. H\H:2. The Postmaster-General mav enter into contracts for car- Contmcts with 
rving the mail, with railwa.v companies: without advertising for hids railwar,". without -' a(herti,mg. 
therefor. ___ __ 

8 June, 1872, c. 335, s. 26.5, v. 17, p. 316. 12 July, 18i6, c. 179, s. 13, r. 19, p. 82. 

SEC. 3!l43. The Postmaster-General ma,· contract with the owner or Contracts for 
master of anv steamboat plving upon the waters of the United States. carztg h O 111 ef 
or of any steamship or othe1· ,·essel plying between ports of the United :::f~ls.yownerso 
States, for earning the mail for any length of time les8 than four years, 8 J 1872 
and without advertising for proposals therefor, whenever the public 335 /~ ,·.di: 
interest and convenience will thereby be promoted: hut the price paid 316'. ' ' 
for such service shall in no t-ase be greater than the ayerage price 
paid under the last preceding or th<'n existing regular contract on the 
same route. 

SEc. 3!l44. Proposals for carr_,·ing the mail shall he delivered SPaled. Proposals to l:e 
and ,-.o kept until the bidding is dosed, and 1shall then be opened and sealed, h•,w to 1 e 
marked in the presence of the Postmaster-General, and one of the ~pened. 
assistant postmasters-general, or of two of the assistant postmaster,;-gen- Ibid., "· 2-14, p. 
era!, or of any other two officers of the Department, to he designated by 318• 
the Postmaster-General; and any bidder may withdraw his bid at any 
time before twentv-four hours previous to the time tixed for the opening 
of _proposals, by :-,en·ing upon the Postmaster-General. or the ,;econd 
assistant postmaster-general, notice in writing of such withdrawal. 

SEc. 3945. Every proposal for carrying the mail shall be aceompanied Guarantee of 
by a written guarantee, signed by one or more responsible pPrsons, and prop?sal>'. _ _ 
undertaking that, within such time after the bid is accepted as the Post- ~!:id., 8 • 245, 

t G I "b h I "dd ·11 • 11· • 2., .Inn,, 1874 c. m~s er- :renera may _prescr1 e1 t e JI er w1 Pntc>r 1:nto an o) 1g-at10n. 4.'l6, s. 12,' ,._ 18,' 1'· 
with good and sufficient suret1e,.:, to perform the sernee proposPd; and 235. 
no propo,;al,; shall he considered unless accomp1rniPd hy sueh guamntPe. 

9 
,11 A11!f., 187t\, , •. 

_hO, r. Hl, 1'· 12B. 
SEc. 3U4o. Eneh bid for carrying the mail shall hereafter hnn affixed Oath to aceorn· 

to it the oath of the bidder, taken hefore an officer quulitie<l to admin- pany hi,l. 
ister oaths. that he has the pecuniary ability to fultill his ohligations. and - 8 Ju~;-T87:!, "· 
that the hid is made in good faith and with the intention to enter into :t{,\ ~-246, \'. 17, p. 
contract and perform the service, in case his hid ,;hall he acceptt•d: and 31~

23
• , 

th t th • f h" t • d l l I 1· ' ,1ttue 1874 1
' a c s1gnaturc>s o . !s guaran ~rs ar~ genmne, an t mt 1e w Jen's 456, R. 12, 'r. 18,' J!: 

the guarantors pecunmnly responsible for nnd ahle to ~.V nil damage,; 235. 
the C'nited States shall suffer hy reason of the hidder's failing to 1wrfonn 11 Aug., 1876, 1·. 

his obiigations as such bidder. 260, r. 19, p. 12\l. 
SEC. 3!!47. Any postmaster or other officer of the Post-Ottiee l)ppart- Certificateof the 

ment who 1-'hall affix hi;; ,-iignature to the> ePrt.ificatP of snffieiP11cy of P0stma.~ter as to 
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sufficiencyofguar- guarnntors or sureties before the guarantee or contract is signed by the 
antor. guarantors or sureties, or shall knowingly make any false or illusory 
- 8 June, 1872, c. certificate, shall be forthwith dismissed from office, and shall be deemed 
335,s. 247, v. li, p. guilty of a misdemeanor, and be punishable by a fine of not more than 
313. one thousand dollars, or by imprisonment for not more than one vear, or 

23 June, 1874, r. b . both • 
456, s. 12, r. 18, p. Y • 
235. 12 .Aug., 1876, c. 260, r. 19, p. 129. 

Bids to be re- SEC. 3948. The Postmaster-General shall have recorded, in a book to 
corded and pre- be kept for that purpose, a true and faithful ab.-,tract of all proposals 
~~~-- __ made to him for carrying the mail, giving the name of the party offering, 

8 June, 1872, c. the terms of the offer, the sum to be paid, and the time the contract is to 
f

3
5, 8 - 248,v. l 7,P· continue; and be shall put on file and preserve the originals of all sn<"h 

.,1 . I proposes. 
Contracts to SEC. 3949. All contracts fot· carrying the mail shall be in the name of 

lowest bidder. the United States, and shall be awarded to the lowei;t bidder tendet·ing 
Ibid~·;~-249.-- sufficient guarantees for faithful performance, without other reference to 

the mode of transportation than may be necessary to provide for the due 
celerity, certainty, and security thereof; but the Postmaster-General 
shall not be bound to consider the bid of any person who has willfully or 
negligently failed to perform a former contract. 

Combin_ationsto SEc. 3950. No contract for carrying the mail shall be made with any 
~ev~n_t_~id~ _ person who bas entered, or proposed to enter, into any combination to 

Ibid., s. 250. prevent the making of any bid for carrying the mail, or who has made 
any agreement, or given or performed, or promised to give or perform, 
any consideration whatever to induce any othe1· person not to bid for 
any such contract; and if any person so offending is a contractor for 
carrying the mail, his contract may be annulled; and for the first 
olfeni;e the person so otfending shall be disqualified to contract for carry­
ing the mail for five yeari;, and for the second offense shall be forever 
disqualified. 

Failureofbidder SEC. 3\:151. After any regular bidder or contractor for the transporta­
to giye bond; pro- tion of the mail upon any route shall have failed to enter into contract, 
ceedmgs. __ and commence the performance thereof as herein provided, the Postmaster­

Ibid., s. 251. General shall proceed to contract with the next lowest bidder for such 
23 June, 1874, c. serdce, who will enter into a contract and perform the same, unless the i~g, .~. 12• t'. 18• P· Postmaster-General shall consider such bid too high, in which cai,e he 
1i Aug., 1876, c. shall re-advertise sueh service. And in all cases of regular contl'acts 

260, L 19, p. 129. hereafter made the contract may, in the discretion of the Postmaster­
General, be continued in force beyond its express terms for a period not 
exceeding six months, qntil a new contract with the same or other con­
tractors shall he made bv the Postmaster-General. The Postmaster­
General may contract, without advertisement, for a period not to exceed 
twelve months, for the carl'iage of the mail on such route during the time 
that shall necei;sarily elapse between the failure of either of the accepted 
bidderR to enter into a contract and the time when the next accepted 
bidder under the old or a new ad,·ertisement shall enter upon hi;, con­
tract; and the difference between the price proposed in the aecepted hid 
and that paid for intermediate service shall be charged to the failing 
bidder or bidders, and may be recovered in the name of the United States 
for the use of the Post-Offiee Department, in an action on the case. And 
when the contract shall be made and concluded, the difference between 
the accepted bid of the failing hidders and the amount payable under the 
contract for the service of two years shall be forthwith charged against 
the failing bidder or bidders; and an action for such sum in the nature of 
liquidated damages shall accrue to the United States for the use of 
the Post-Office Department immediately upon the execution of the final 
eontract. And both caui;es of action mentioned in this section may be 
joined in one suit. 

R. elea8e of .bid- SEC. 395i. No bidder for earrying the mail shall be released from his 
der_. ___ __ obligation under his bid or proposal, notwithstanding an award made to 

8 June, 1872, c. a lower bidder, until a contract for the designated service i;hall ham 
335, 8 • 252, v. l 7, P· been dulv executed hv such lower bidder and his sureties and aecepted 
313. • • ' ' 
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and the service entered upon by the contractor to the satisfaction of the 
Postmaster-General. 
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SEC .. 3953. Hereaf_ter all bidders upon every mail-route for the trans- Bids _to be ac­
portabon of the mails upon the ssme. where the annual compensation c~~he<lk by cer­
for the service on such route at the time exceeds the sum of five thou- ti . c ec • 
sand dollars. shall accompany their bids with a certified cheek or draft, ~~1j-• s. ~~4 
payable to the order of the P08tmaster-General upon some solvent 456, 8. ~;~'i-. 13,' ;: 
national bank. which cheek or draft shall not be less than five per centum 235. 
on the amount of the annual pay on such route at the time such hid is 11 Aug., 1876, c. 
made; and in case of new service, not less than five per centum of the 260, v. 19, P· 129• 
amount of one year's pay proposed in such bid, if the bid exceed five 
thousand dollars per annum. In case any bidder, on being awarded any 
t-uch contract, shall fail to execute the same, with good and sufficient 
sureties, according to the terms on which such bid wa,.,, made and ac-
cepted. and enter upon the performance of the service to the satisfaction 
of the P~tmaster-Ueneral, such bidder shall forfeit the amount so depos-
ited to the United States, and the same shall forthwith be ~aid into the 
Treasury for the use of the Post-Office Department; but if such con-
tract shall be duly executed and the service entered upon to the satis-
f8<:tion of the Postmaster-General, such draft or check so deposited shall 
he returned to the bidder. 

SEC. 3954. [Any person or per801]8 biddirig.for the trans-portation of the Penalty for !ail­
-mail~ llpon any route whil·h may be advertised to be let, and receiving an ure t~enter mto 
award of the cmitract.fo,· such senJice, wlw slial l wronq.fully r<tfuse or .fail to c_o_n __ n_. --­
en fl,r into crmtract 1citl1 the Postmaster- (;e1113ra[ in due form, and per.form ~ ~u2~ J8i~' c. 
tli.e St-f"l!ice descrilkd in Ids or their bid orproposal, sltall be deemed gul'.lty of 315'. • ' • 'p. 
a 1111:~demeanor. and be punishable by a.fine of not more thanfh•e thowwnd 11 Aug., 1876, c. 
dollars, and by impris<mment .fo-r not more than twehe months.] [An.v 260, v. 19, P· 129. 
person or persons bidding for the transportation of the mails upon any 
route which may be advertised to be let, and receiving an award of the 
contract for such service, who shall wron~ully refuse or fail to enter into 
contract with the Postmaster-General in due form to perform the service 
described in his or their bid or proposal, or having entered into such 
contract shall wrongfully refuse or fail to perform such service, shall, 
for any such failure or refusal, be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
be punished by a fine of not more than five thousand dollars, and by 
imprisonment for not more than twelve months. And the failure or 
refusal of any such person or persons to enter into such contract in 
due form, or having entered into such contract the failure or refusal 
to perform such serdce. shall be prima-facie evidence in all actions or 
prosecutions arising under this section that such failure or refusal was 
wrongful.] 

8Ec. 3955. The Postmaster-General, whenever he may deem it con- New sureties. 
sistent with the public interest, may accept new surety upon any contract 8 June 1872 c. 
existing or hereafter made for carrying the mails, in substitution for and 335, s. 255, v. 17'. p. 
release of any existing surety. 315.. . . f 

SEC. 3H56. No contract for carrying the mail shall be made for a .
0

~~::\ of time 0 

longer term than four vears, and no contrad for carrying the mail on c • 
the sea shall be made for a longer term than two vears. I~id., ~: 256. 

~ 3n~7 ,•'h h f • • • th Changmg terms ,-,Ee. ;,.> • ,, enever, y reason o any error, om1ss10n, or o er cause, of contract 
any route which should properly be adHrtised for the regular letting . • · 
is omitted, it shall be the duty of the Postmaster-G-enPral to adver- Ibid., 8• 

257• 
tise the :-;ame as soon as the error or omission shall he discovered. and 
the propo:-als for :-uc-h route shall be opened ar-; soon as possible after 
the other proposals in the r,;ame contract section; and the contract made 
under such supplementary adn•rtisement shall run, as nearly as possible, 
from the beginning to the end of the regular eontract tei"m, and, during 
the time nec·essarilv lost by reason of such error, omission, or other 
eause, the Postmaster-General shall prm·ide for the carrying of the mail 
on such route at as low rate as po,,sible, without advertising. 

SEC. 3958. Whene,-er it becomes necei,.sary to change the terms of an . Notice of inten­
l'Xisting contract for carrdng the mail otherwise than as provided in the hon to change 

• terms of contract. 
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Ibid., s. 258. preceding section, notice thereof shall be gfren and proceeding,; had 
thereon the same as at the letting of original contmcts. 

Pavmentonron- SEC. 3959. No person whose hid for carrying the mail is aeeepted shall 
tract: _ receive any pay until he has executed his contract according to law and 

Ibid., s. 2-~9. the regulations of the Department. 
Payforaddition- SEc. 3960. Compensation for additional service in carrying the mail 

al regular service. shall not be in excess of the Pxaet proportion which the original compen­
-Ibid., ;:-260. • - sation bears to the original service; and when any such additional SPrv­

ice is ordered, the sum to be allowed therefor shall be expressed in the 
order, and enterc>d upon the books of the Department; and no compensa­
tion shall be paid for any additional regular serdce rendered before the 
issuing of such order. 

Al:owanee for SEC. 3!:!61. No extra 1.llowance shall ~e made for any increase of expe­
a?ditional expedi- dition in carrying the mail unless thereby the employment of additional 
tion. ____ stock and carriers is made necessary, and in such case the additional 
Ibid., s. 261. compensation shall bear no greater.proportion to the additional stock 

and carriers necessarily employed than the compensation in the original 
contract bears to the stock and carriers necessarily employed in its exe­
cution. 

Fining mail-con- SEc. 3962. The Postmaster-General may make deductions from the pay 
tractors. of contractors, for failures to perform service according to contract. and 

Ibid., s. 266, p. impose fines upon them fo1· other delinquencies. He may deduct the 
316. price of the trip in all cases where the trip is not performed; and not 

exceeding three times the price if the failure be occasioned by the fault 
of the contractor or c1trrier. 

Mail-con tract a SEc. 3963. No contractor for transporting the mail within or between 
not assignable. the United States and any foreign country shall assign or transfer his 

Ibid., s. 2,1. contract, and all such assignments or transfers shall be null and void. 

CHAPTER NINE. 

CARRYING THE IIAIL. 

Sec. SeC'. 

3964. What are post-roads. 3982. Private expresses prohibited; pen-
3965. Provisions for carrving the mail. altv. 
3966. Mail to every court-house. 3983. Carrying person acting as express; 
3967. Carrying the mail on canals. penalty. 
3968. Carrying the mail on plank-roads. . 3984. Sending letters by pri,·ate express; 
3969. Carrying the mail on waters of the • penalty. 

United States. 3985. Carrying letters out of the mail over 
3970. Carrying home-mail in steamships. post-route; penalty. 
3971. Extending line of posts; compensa- 3986. Carrying letters out of the mail on 

tion. board vessel; penalty. 
3972. Selecting post-roads. 3987. Foreign letters not to be carried, ex-
3973. Change of post-road terminus. cept; oath. 
3974. Discontinumg ser\'ice on post-roads. 3988. Vessels to deliver letters at poat-
3975. Contracts for service over routes not office; oath; penalty. 

established by law. i 3989. Searching vessels for letters. 
3976. United fltatea vessels to carry mails; 3990. Seizing and detaining letters. 

ol!-th; penalty. • 3991. Disposal of seizures. 
3977. Delivery of letters by master of : 3992. Conveying letters without compen· 

steamboat to postmaster. sation. 
3978. Mail-c~rrying by vessel not in mail- 1 3993. Letters in stamped envelopes may 

~erv1ce. be carried out of the mail. 
3979. Claiming ~ he carriers of United ' 3994. Separating letter-mail for expedi-

States mail; penalty. tion. 
3980. Prepaid way•l!)tters to be received. 3995. Obstructing the mail; penalty. 
3981. Illegal carrymg by carriers and 3996. Delaying the mail at a ferry; peu-

othena; penalty. alty. 

What are post- SEc. 396-!. The following are established post-roads: 
roads. All the waters of the United States, during the time the mail is carried 

8 June, 1872, c. thereon. 
335, ss. 200-205, v. All railroads or parts of railrnads which are now or hereafter may be 
17• PP· 308, 309• in operation. 
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All canals, during the time the mail is carried thereon. 
All plank-roads during the time the mail is carried thereon. 
The road on which the mail is carried to supnly anv court-house which 

mav be without a mail, and the road on whichL the mail is carried under 
contract made by the Postmaster-General for extending the line of posts 
to supply mails to post-offices not on anv established route, during thC' 
time such mail is carried thereon. • 

76H 

All letter-carrier routes established in anv citv or town for the collee­
tion and deliverv of mail matters. [Sees H,6.J • 

SEC. 3965. The Post!Ila.~ter-General shall provide for carrying the mail Pr~visionH f:1r 
on all post-roads established by law, as often as he, having due regard to car~ymg __ t_!le 111:t_~­
productiveness and other circumstances, may think proper. Ibid:,s.215,p.309. 

SEc. 3966. The Postmaster-General shall cause a mail to be earried Mail to every 
from the nearest post-office on any established post-road to the court- court-h~use._ 
house of any county in the United States which is without a mail. Ibid.,s.216,p.30\I. 

SEC. 3967. The Postmaster-General may contract for carrying the mail qarrying th"' 
on the navigable canals of the several States, when, in his opinion. the ma'.1~ 1_c~nal8 • 

public interest or convenience requires it. Ibid.,s.21i,p.310. 
SEc. 3968. The Postmaster-General may contract for carrying the mail Carrying the mail 

on any plank-road in the United States, when the public interest or con- on plank-roads. 
venience requires it. Ibid.,s.218,p.310. 

SEc. 3969. The Postmaster-General mav cause the mail to be carried Carryingthemail 
in any steamboat or other vessel used as a packet on any of the waters on _waters of the 
of the F nited States. • Umted States. . 

lbid.,s.219, p.310. 
SEc. 3970. The Postmaster-General may, if he deem it for the puhlie qarrying ho1_ne­

interest, make contracts for any period not exceeding one year, for car- mailmsteamsh 1P8-
rying the mails in steamships between any of the ports of the United Ibid.,s.220,p.310. 
States. 

SEc. 3971. The Postmaster-General may enter into contracts for ex- Extending line 
tending the line of posts to supply mails to post-offices not on any estab- ~t_POsts; compen-
lished route, and, as a compensation for carrying the mail under such 

1
~n. -~ 

contracts, may allow not exceeding two-thirds of the salary paid to the 3}gid., 8
• 

221, p. 
postma..:ter at such special offices. • 

SEc. 3972. When there is more than one road between places desig- Selecting po~t­
nated by law .for a post-road, the Postmaster-General may direct which roads.______ __ 
shall be considered the post-road. Ibid.,s.206,p.:J0H. 

SEc. 3973. The Postmaster-General may change the terminus of post- Change of post­
roads eonneding with or intersecting railways when the service can be ~oad~~minu~. 
thereby improved. Ibid.,s.20i. 

SEC. 3974. "\Vhenever, in the opinion of the Postmaster-General, the D~scontinuing 

kstal service cannot be safely continued, the revenues collected, or the service on post-
• • d d h d. t· th • road. aws mamtame on any post-roa . e may 1scon mue e sernce on _ 

such road or any part thereof until the same can he safely restored. I_bid., s. 208. 
SEc. 3975. The Postmaster-General may, when he deems it advisable, . Contract for serv­

contract for th
1
e tra~sp<?rtatiofn of tdhe mails to and from a

1 
n
1
_yhpodst-offi

1 
ce; ~~~ob;1;;:J~~\;~~ 

but where sue 1 sernce 1s per orme o,·er a route not esta > 1s e by aw, __ • 
he shall report the Rame to Congress at its meeting next thereafter, and Ibid., 8. 20H. 
such servi~·e 8hall eease at the end of the next session of Congress, 
unless such route is established a post-route by Congress. . . 

S1-:c. 3976. The master of any vessel of the Cnited States bound from lmted States 
h • f • t f .,, • t vessels to carry any port t erem to any oreign por , or rom any .1,ore1gn por to any mails: oath· pen-

port of the United States, shall, before clearance, receh·e on board and alty.' ' 
.securely co,wey all such mails as the Post-Office Department, or any Ib"d 222 diplomatic or consular officer of the Cnited States abroad, shall offer; 310 

1 
·, s. ' p. 

and he ::.hall promptly deliver the same, on arriving at the port of desti- • 
nation, to the proper officer, for which he shall receive two cent:-, for 
every letter so delivered; and upon the <>ntry of every such vessel re-
turnmg from any foreign port, the master thereof shall make oath that 
he ha.., promptly delivered all the mail placed on board said vessel before 
clearance from the United States; and if he shall fail to make such oath 
the vessel shall not be entitled to the privileges of a vessel of the l:nited 
States. [See § ♦203. 1 
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Delivery of let- SEc. 39i7. The master of any steamboat passing between ports or 
ters by master of places in the United States, an_d arriving at any su<>h po_rt ~>r place where 
steafboat to post- there is a post-office, shall dehver to the postmaster, w1thm three hours 
mas er. after his arrival, if in the day-time, and if at night, with~n two h_ou!"8 

Ibid., 8• 223- after the next sunrise, all letters and packets brought by him, or w1thm 
his power or control and not relatin~ to the cargo, ~dressed to or des­
tined for such port or place, for which he shall receive from the post­
master two cents for each letter or packet so delh-ered, unless the same 
is carried under a contract for carrying the mail: and for every failure 
to so deliver such letters and packets, the- master or owner pf the steam­
boat shall be liable to a penalty of one hundred and fifty dollars. 

Mail-carrvingb SEC. 3978. The Postmaster-General may pay, to the master or owner 
vessels not 1n mafi of any vessel not regularly employed in carrying the mail, two cents for 
service. each letter carried bv such vessel between ports or places in the United 

Ibid., s. 224. States, or from any foreign port to any port in the United States; but 
all such letters shall be deposited in the post-office at the port of arrival. 

Claiming to be SEc. 3979. Any person who shall paint, print, or in any manner place 
ca~riers of tI:ie upon or 9:ttach to any steambo~t or ot~er vessel, ?r any s~e-<loac~ or 
UmtedStatesmail; other vehicle, not actually used m carrymg the mat!, the worcts •· U mted 
penalty. States mail," or any words, letters, or characters of like import; or any 

Ibid., s. 225. person who shall give notice, by publishing in any newspaper or other­
wise, that any steamboat or other vessel, or any stage-coach or other 
vehicle, is used in carrying the mail, when the same is not actually so 
used; or any person willfully aiding or abetting therein, shall, for every 
such offense, be punishable by a fine of not less than one hundred dol­
lars nor more than five hundred dollars. 

Prepaid way-let- SEc. 3980. Every route-agent, postal clerk, or other carrier of the mail 
tersto be received. shall receive any mail-matter presented to him, if properly prepaid by 

Ibid., s. 226. stamps, and deliver the same for mailing at the next post-office at which 
be arrives; but no fees shall he allowed him therefor. 

Illegal carrying SEC. 3~81. Any person concerned in carrying the mail, who shall col­
hy carriers and lect, receive, or carry any letter or packet, or cause or procure the same 
others; penalty. to be done, contrary to law, shall, for every such offense, be punishable 

Ibid.,s.227,p.311. by a fine of not more than fifty dollars. 
Pr". t x resses SEC. 3982. No person shall establish any private express for the con­

pro~1bi~·Ppenal- veyance of letters or packets, or in any manner cause or provide for the 
ty. ' conveyance of the same by regular tnps or at stated pe1;ods, over any 

II •d 228 post-route which is or may be established by law, or from any city, town, 
n ., ~- • l h • l be h" h h ·1 • or pace to anv ot er city, town, or pace tween w 1c t e ma1 1s reg-

ularly carried; and every person so offending, or aiding or assisting 
therein, shall for each offense be liable to a penalty of one hundred and 
fifty dollars. 

Carrying person SEC. 3983. The owner of every stage-coach, railway-car, steamboat, or 
al"linJ,? a.~ exprese; other vehicle or vessel, which shall, with the knowledge of any owner, 
P"11alty. . __ in whole or in part, or with the knowledie or connivance of the driver, 

Ibi,l., s. 229. conductor, master, or other person havmg charge of the same, convey 
any person acting or employed as a prh-ate express for the conveyance 
of letters or packets, and actually in possession of the same for the pur­
pose of conveying them, contrary to the spirit, true intent, and meaning 
of this Title, shall, for every such offense, be liable to a penalty of one 
hundred and fiftv dollars. 

Se~ding letters SEC. 3984. No· _person :,;hall transmit by private express or other unlaw­
bypnvateexpre!ls_; ful means, or dehver to any agent of such unlawful express, or deposit, 
pen~~-- or cause to be deposited, at any appointed place, for the purpose of ooing 

Ibid., s. 230. transn~itted, any le~ter or packet; and for every such offense the party 
oti"endmg shall be hable to a penalty of fifty dollars. 

Carrying ~etters SEC. 3H85. No stag-e-coach, railway-car, steamboat, or othen·ehicle or 
outof the mail over vessel whieh regularly performs trips at stated periods on anfi· post-route 
post-routes· Jl{'n- f ·t t • I h • ' altv. ' or . rom any c1. y? own, or p ace t~ any ot er city, town, or p ace, between 

• - whteh the mall 1s regularlv earned, shall earn- otherwise than in the 
Ibid., 8

• 
231. mail, an.\' letters or packets, except. such as rel~te to some part of the 

cargo of such steamboat or other ves:,iel, or to some article carried at the 
same time by the same sta~e-coach, railway-car, or other vehicle, except 
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as provided in section three thousand nine hundred and ninety-three; 
and for every such offense the owner of the stage-coach, railway-car, 
steamboat, or otlier vehicle or vessel shall he liable to a penaltv of one 
hundred dollars; and the driver, conductor, master, or other person 
having charge thereof, and not at the time owner of the whole or anv 
part thereof, shall for e\'ery such offense be liable to a penalty of fift~· 
dollars. 

771 

SEC. 3986. No person shall carry any letter or packet on board any Carrying le~ters 
vessel which carries the mail otherwise than in such mail except as out of the mail on 

"d d • t· th th • d • h d d d • ' h d board vessel. pen-prov1 e m sec 10n ree ousan nme un re an nmetv-t ree; an alty ' -
for every such offense the partv offending shall be liable to·a penaltv of --·---
fifty doliars. • • Ibid., s. 232. 

SEc. 3987. No vessel departing from the United States for any foreign Foreign letters 
port shall ree-0ive on board or convey any letter or packet originating in not to be carried, 
the United States which has not been regularly recei\·ed from the post- except; oal h• 
office at the port of departure, and which does not relate to the cargo of Ibid., 8. 233. 
such vessel, except as provided in section three thousand nine hundred 
and ninety-three; and every collector, or other officer of the port empow-
ered to grant clearances, shall require from the master of such vessel, as 
a condition of clearance, an oath that he ha..<; not received on board, has 
not under his care or control, and will not recei\·e or convev anv letter or 
packet contrarv to the provisions of this section. • • 

SEC. 3988. No vessel ar1fring within any port or collection-district of Ve._"Sels todeliv­
the United States shall be allowed to make entry or break bulk until all ~~~e:~r:_th~ 1;~= 
letters on board are delivered at the nearest post-office, and the master altv. ' 

0 
' 

thereof has signed and sworn to the following declaration, before the ~b-d 
234 collector or other proper customs officer: 1 

·, 
8

• • 

"I, A. B., master of the---, arriving from---, and now lying 
in the port of---, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I have, to the 
best of my knowledge and belief, delivered, at the post-office at ---, 
every letter, and every bag, packet, or parcel of letters, which were on 
board the said vessel during her last voyage, or which were in my pos­
session or under my power or control." 

And anv master who shall break bulk before he has delivered such 
letters shall be liable to a penalty of not more than one hundred dollars, 
recoverable, one-half to the officer making the seizure, and the other to 
the use of the United States. 

SEC. 3989. Any s~cial agent of the Post-Office Department, when Searchingvessels 
instructed by the Postmaster-General to make examinations and seizures. for letters _ _ __ 
and the collector or other customs officer of any port, without special Ibid., 8. 235, p. 
instructions, sball carefully search all vessels for letters which may be on 3l2. 
-board or which have been conveyed contrary to law. . . 

SEc. 3990. Any special agent of the Post-Office Department, collector, ~IZlng and de­
or other customs officer, or United States marshal or bis deputy, may tammg letters. 
at all times seize all letters and bags, packets or parcels, containing Ibid., s. 236. 
letters which are being carried contrary to law on board any vessel or on 
any post-route, and convey the same to the nearest post-office, or may, 
by the direction of the Postmaster-General or Secretary of the Treasury, 
detain them until two months after the final determination of all suits 
and proceedings which may, at any time within six months after such 
seizure, be brought against any per:-;on for sending or carrying such letters. 

SEc. 3991. Every package or parcel seized by any special agent of pisposition of 
the Post-Office hf>partment, collector. or other customs officer, or Cnited P':imres.___ 
States marshal or his deputies, in which any letter is unlawfully con- Ibid., 8. 2a,. 
cealed, shall he forfeited to the United States, and the same proceedings 
may be had to enforce the forfeiture as are authorized in respect to 
goods, wares, and merchandise forfeited for violation of the revenue 
laws; and all laws for the benefit and protection of customs officers 
making seizures for violating revenu3 laws shall apply to officers mak-
ing seizures for violating the postal laws. [S•e Title :r.:ulv, l'hap. 10.J 

SEC. 3992. Nothing herein contained shall be construed to prohibit the Conyeying I et­
conveyance or transmission of letters or packets by private hands with- ters w!thout com• 

pensahon. 
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Ibid.,~- 238_ out ,·ompem:ation, or by special messenger employed for the particular 
occa.sion on! v. 

L e t t er 8 i n SEc. 3993~ All letters inclosed in stamped envelopes, if the postag-e-
stampedem:elopes stamp is of a denomination sufficient to cover the postage that would he 
may lie rn:ned out chargeable thereon if the same were sent bv mail, may be sent, con-
of th e mail. ~ d d 1· d h • th l ··1 "d d h I . _____ veyeu, an e 1vere ot erw1se an )Y ma1, pron e sue enve ope 

Ibid., s. 239. shall be duly directed and properly sealed, so that the letter cannot be 
taken therefrom without defacing the envelope, and the date of the let­
ter or of the transmission or receipt thereof shall he written or ,-,tamped 
upon the envelope. But the Postmaster-General may suspend the oper­
ation of this section upon any mail-route where the public interest may 
require sueh suspension. 

Separating let- SEc. 3994. When the amount of mail-matter to be carried on any 
t1;r:mail for expe- mail-route is so great as to seriously retard the progress or endanger 
ditwn. ____ the security of the letter-mail, or materially increase the cost of car-

Ibid., s. 240. riage at the ordinary rate of speed, the Postmaster-General may pro-
18 Fel,., 1875, c. vide for the separate carriage of the letter-mail at the usual rate of 

80, ,._ 18, P· 319• speed; but the other mail-matter shall not be delayed any more than is 
absolutely necessary, having due regard to the cost of expedition and 
the means at his disposal for [,(tfectinrt] [effecting! the same. 

Obstructing the Sim 3995. Any person who shall knowingly and willfully obstruct or 
mail;_J>e~lty. __ retard the pa;;sage of the mail, or any carriage, horse, driver, or carrier 
.. ~ Ju~e, l87~, c. earrying the same, shall, for every such offense, he punishable by a fine ;!f~'. '·Al,,·. 1 '• p. of not more than one hundred dollars. 

L S. ,·. Kirby, i Wall., 482. 

Delaying the SEC. 399H. Any ferryman who shall delay the passage of the mail by 
mail at a ferry; willful neglect or refwial to transport the same aeross any ferry shall, 
pena_Ity. for every ten minutes such mail mav be so delayed, be liable to a penalty 
:n1~id., ~-242• P· of ten dollars. • 

CH.APTER TEN. 

RAILWAY SERVICE. 

Sec. 8-ee. 

3997. Railwav-routes to be classified. -1001. Pay for carrying mail on railwayH 
3998. Rates i',f pay for !'arrying mail on , receiving Gowrnment aid. 

railway~. 4002. Conditions of railwav-~ervice. 
3999. When mail may be carried on rail- -1003. Refut<al to provide JlOMtal ears. 

way routes by horse-expre~s. 4004. Additional pay. 
4000. Railway-companies to carry mail on 4005.- Length and fitting "f .. ars. 

any train. 

Railwav-ruutes SEC. 3997. The Postmaster-General shall arrange the ruilway-routes 0n 
to he clac:.sified. whieh the mail is carried, including tho;;e in whieh the serviee is partly 

Ibid., F. 210, p. by railway and partly by steamboat, into three classes, aceor<ling to the 
:l0\1. :-ize of the mails, the speed at which they are carried, and the frequency 

and important'e of the serYiee, so that each railway company shall recei,·e, 
as far as practicable, a proportionate and just rate of compensation, ac­
cording to the service pedormed. 

Ra~e8 of p~y for SEc. 3998. The pay for l'arrying the mail on any railway of the first class 
,·a:rymg mail on shall not exeeed three hundred dollars per mile per annum· on any rail-
railway~. ______ way of the second class it shall not exceed one hundred dohars per mile 

Ibi<l., s. 211. per annum; and on any railway of the third elass it shall not exceed 
fifty dollars per mile per annum; but if one-half the service on any rail­
way is required to be performed in the night-time, the Postmaster-Gen­
eral may pay twenty-five per eentnm in addition to the abo,·e maximum 
rates . 

• '~'he!1,mail n~l!-Y . SJ.:c. 399~. If the P<;>stmaster-Geneml is unable_ to contract fo~ carrr· 
he carn rd ton ra1

11• mg the mail on any railway-route at a compen:-.at10n not exccedmg the 
wav ron es )V • h • • , J 
hor;e-e,q,r_e,~. __ ·_ maxm!um mte;; e~em provided, or for what he may ~eem a rea11onab e 

Ibid., 8 . :!l:!. and fan- compensat10n, he may ilPparatP the letter-mail from the other 
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mail, and contract, either with or without advertising, for carrying such 
letter-mail by horse-express or otherwise, at the greatest speed that can 
rea.•mnahly be obtained, and for carrying the other mail in wagons, or 
otherwise, at a slower rate of speed. 

SEc. _4000 .. Every railway ~ompany carry_ing the mail shall carry on Railway com­
any tram which may run over 1ts road, and without extra charge therefor, panv to carry mat­
all mailable matter directed to be caJTied thereon, with the person in ter on any train. 
charge of the same. Ib"d "l3 

SEC. 4001. All railway companies to which the United States have fur- Pa~ i' s. ~ • . 
nis~ed aid by grant of lands, right of way, or otherwise, shall carry the mail o~r ~![{J~;~ 
mat I at such prices as Congress may by law provide; and, until such price receiving Govern­
is fixed by law, the Postmaster-General may fix the rate of compensation. _111,~nt aid. 

-----
Ibid., s. 214. 20 June, 1874, c. 388, t'. 18, p. 138. 3 J[ar., 1875, c, 133, 1·. 18, p. 453. 

SEc. 4002. The Postmaster-General is authorized and directed to re- Conditions of 
adjust the compensation hereafter to be paid for the transportation of railway service. 
mails on railroad-routes upon the conditions and at the rates hereinafter 3 Mar., 1873, c. 
mentioned: 231,s.l,v.17, p.558. 

:First. That the mails shall be convcved with due frequency and speed·, 3 .liar., 1875, c. 
d h fli • d • bl ti~ t d f ·t • 128, t•.18,p.341. an t at su c1ent an smta e room, x ures, an urm ure, m a car or 3 Jlfar 1875 c 

apartment properly lighted and warmed, shall be provided for route- 133, 1·. 1s;p. 453 .• 
agents to accompany and distribute the mails. 

Second. That the pay per mile per annum shall not exceed the follow­
ing rates, namely: On routes carrying their whole length an average 
weight of mails pe1, day of two hundred pounds, fifty dollars; five 
hundred pounds, seventy-five dollars; one thousand pounds, one hundred 
dollars; one thousand tfre hundred pounds, one hundred and twenty­
five dollars; two thousand pounds, one hundred and fifty dollars; three 
thousand five hundred pounds, one hundred and seventy-five dollars; 
five thousand pounds, two hundred dollars, and twenty-five dollars addi­
tional for every additional two thousand pounds, the average weight to 
he ascertained, in every case, b~r the actual weighing of the mail;i for 
such a number of successive working-days, not less than thirty, at such 
times, after ,June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and seventy-three, and not 
less frequently than once in every four years, and the result to he stated and 
verified in such form and manner as the Postmaster-General mav direct. 

SEC. 4003. In case any railroad-company now furnishing railway post- . Refusal to pro­
office cars shall refuse to provide such cars, such company shall not be nde postal cars. 
entitled to any increase of compensation under the provisions of the next 3 Mar., 1873, c. 
section. 231,s.l, Y.17,p.558. 

8Ec. 4004. Additional pay may be allowed for evet y line comprising a Additional pay 
daily trip each way of r9:ilway post-office cars, at a rate not exceeding for poSta l cars. 
twenty-five dollars per m1le per annum for cars forty feet 111 length; and Ibid. 
thirty dollars per mile per annum for forty-five-foot cars; and forty dollars 
per mile per annum for fifty-foot cars; and fifty dollars per mile per annum 
for fifty-five to sixtv-foot cars. 

SEC. 4005. The length of cars required for such post-office railway-car 
service shall be determined hy the Post-Office Department, and all such . Lenfth and fit­
cars shall be properly fitt.Pd up, furnished, W:Lr~ed, and ligh~d for the tmg O cars. 
accommodation of clerks to accompany and distribute the mails. Ibid. 

CHAPTER ELEVEN. 
FOREIGN JIIAIL-SERVICE. 

Sec. • Sec. 

4006. Foreign mail-transportation con- 1 4012. Transportation of Canadian mail 
tracts. through the United States. 

4007. ContraC'ts for carrying mails between 4013. Offenses against foreign mail in 
the United States and foreign I transitn. 
countries. I 4014. Payment of postage by consuls. 

4008. Foreign mail, how transported. • 4015. Rates of postage on letters carried 
4009. Pay for transporting foreign mail. in any foreign yessel. 
4010. Fine of mail-contractors for delay. 4016. Letters carried in a foreign vessel to 
4011. Discontinuing foreign mail-trans- he deposited in a post-office. 

portation contracts. 
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Foreign mai 1- SEo. 4006. The Postmaster-General, after adverti'3ing for proposals, 
transportation may enter into contracts or.make suitable arrangements for tr~nsP?rting 
contracts. the mail through anJ foreign countrJ, between any two pomts m the 

8 ,June, 1872, c. United States, and such transportation shall be by the 1,1peediest, ~fest, 
335, 8• 263, v. I7, P· and most economical route· and all contracb! therefor may be revoked 
315 ' • • • whenev~r any new road or canal shall be opened affording a speedier, 

more economical, and equally safe tran1,1portation between the same 
points; but in case of the revocation of any such contract, a fair indem­
nity shall be awarded to the contractor. 

Contracts for SEO. 4007. The Postmaster-General may, after advertisin~ for pro­
carrying ~ails posals, enter into contract for the transportation of the mail between 
be
8 

ttween dUfm t_e d the United States and anv foreign country whenever the public interests 
t.a es an ore1gn . _\ 

countries. will thereby be promoteu. 
-Ibi<l.~s.267,p.316. 

Foreign mail, SEo. 4008. The mail between the United States and any foreign port, 
how transported. or between ports of the United States touching at a foreign port, shall be 

Ibid. 8 . 268. transported in steamships; but the Postmaster-General may have such 
' transportation performed by sailing-vessi-11,1 when the service can be facil­

itated thereby. 
P~y for t~s- SEO. 4009. For transporting the mail between the United States and 

poryng foreign any foreign port, or between ports of the United States touching at a 
mai • foreign port, the Postmaster-General may allow as compensation, if by 

Ibid., s. 269. a. United States steamship, any sum not exceeding the sea and United 
States inland postage; and if by a foreign steamship or by a sailing­
vessel, any sum not exceeding the sea-postage, on the mail so trani,i­
ported. 

Fineofmail-con- SEO. 4010. The Postmaster-General may impose tines on contractors 
tractors for delay. for transporting the mail between the United States and any foreign 

Ibid., 8• 270. country, fot· any unreasonable or unnecessary delay in the departure of 
such mail, or the performance of the trip; but the fine for any one default 
shall not exceed one-half the contract price for the trip. 

Discontinuing SEo. 4011. Every contract for transporting the mail between the United 
foreign f!lail-trans- States and any foreign country shall contain, besides the usual stipula­
f or!ation con- tion for the right of the Postmaster-General to discontinue the same, the 
r;cbid 8 272 further stipulation that it may be terminated by Congress. 

Tra~~~rtat.ion SEo. 4012. The Postmaster-General may, by and with the advice and 
of Canadian, &c., consent of the President, make any arrangements which may he deemed 
rr11 lhsough th e just and expedient for allowing the mails of Canada, or any other coun-

mte tates. try adjoining the United States, to be transported over the terdtory of 
Ibid., s. 273. the United States from one point in such countrv to anv other point in 

the same, at the expense of the country to which.the mail belongs, upon 
obtaining a like privilege for the transportation of the United States 
mail through the country to which the privilege is granted; but such 
privilege may at any time be annulled bv the President or Congrrss 
from and after one month succeeding the day on which notice of the act 
of the President or Congress is given to the chief executive or head of 
the post-office department of the country whose privilege is to be an­
nulled. 

O~enses ~in_st SEo. 4013. Every foreign mail shall, while being transporti>d across 
forei~ mail rn the territory of the United States under the provisions of the preceding 
trarnntu. section, be deemed and taken to be a mail of the United States, so far 

Ibid., s. 274, p. as to make anv violation thereof, or depredation thereon, or offense in 
317• respect thereto, or any part thereof, an offens(' of the l'.'ame grade, and 

punishable in the same manner und to the same extent as though the 
mail was a mail of the United States; and in any indictment for any 
such offense, the mail, or any part thereof, mav he alleged to be, and on 
the trial of any such indictment it shall be deemE>d and hE>ld to bE>, a 
mail or part of a mail of the United States. 

Payment of post- SEo. 4014. The Postmaster-General or the Secretary of State is hereby 
age by consuls. authorized to empower the consuls of the United States to pay the for-

Ibid., 8 . 275. eign postage on such letters d1>stined for the United States as may be 
detained at the port8 of foreign countries for the non-paymentof postage, 
which postage shall be by the com1ul marked a~ paid by him. and the 
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amount thereof shall be collected in the United States as other postage, 
on the delivery of the letters, and repaid to said consul, or credited on 
his account at the State Department. 

SEC. 4:015. The Postmaster-General, under the direction of the Presi- ~tes of P0.:~e 
dent of the United States, is hereby authorized and empowered to~~ ef~~~~r,~ss;I 
charge upon, and collect from, all letters and other mailable matter car- Y . g • 
ried to or from any port of the United States, in any foreign packet- Ibid •• ~- 276. 
ship or other vessel, the same rate or rates of charge for American post-
age which the government to which sueh foreign packet or other vessel 
belongs imposes upon letters and other mailable matter conveyed to or 
from such foreign country in American packets or other vessels as the 
postage of such government, and at any time to revoke the same; and 
all custom-house officers and other United States agents designated or 
appointed for that purpose shall enforce or carry into effect the forego-
ing provision, and aid or assist in the coJlection of such postage, and to 
that end it shall be lawful for such officers and agents, on suspicion of 
fraud, to open and examine, in the presence of two or more respect-
able persons, being citizens of the United States, any package or pack-
ages supposed to contain mailable matter found on board such paekets or 
other vessels or elsewhere, and to prevent, if nece88ary, such packets 
or other vessels from entering, breaking bulk, or making- clearance until 
such letters or other mailable matter are dulv delivered into the United 
States post-offk-e. [See Si nos, n111.J • 

SEc. 4:016. All letters or other mailable matter conveyed to or from Letters carried 
any part of the United States by any foreign vessel, except such sealed in a foreign_ ,·es~! 
letters, relating to such vessel, or any part of the cargo thereof, as may to be tde!fusited m 
be directed to the owners or consignees of the vessel, shall be subject to a pos -o ce. 
postage-charge, whether addressed to any person in the United States Ibid., s. 277. 
or elsewhere, provided they are conveyed hy the packet or other ship of 
a foreign country imposing postage on letters or mailable matter con-
veyed to or from such country by any vessel of the United States; and 
such letters or other mailable matter carried in foreign vessels, except 
such sealed letters, relating to the vessel, or any part of the cargo thereof, 
as may be directed to the owners or consignees, shall be delivered into 
the United States post-office by the master of such vessel when arriving, 
and be taken from a United States po8t-office when departing, and the 
postage paid thereon, justly chargeable by this Title, and for refusing or 
failing to do so, or for conveving such lettei'8 or any letters intended to 
he conveyed in any vessel of sueh foreign country over or across the 
C'nited States, or any portion thereof, the party offending shall be pun-
ishable by a fine of not more than one thom,and dollars for each offense. 

CHAPTER TWELVE. 

SPECIAL, LOCAL, AND ROUTE AGDTS. 

Sec. I Sec. 
4017. Special agenb!; their salary and al- 4022. Agents on mail-!!teamers to foreign 

lowance. ports. 
4018. When special agents to give bond. i 4023. Postal agencies in China and Japan. 
4019. Al!Sistant Postmasters-General, &c., ! 4024. Route-agents. 

as special ~nb!. 4025. Clerks in railway post-offices. 
4020. Railwav-serv1ceagenb!and theirpay. , 4026. Searches authonzed. 
4021. Resident agents on Isthmus of Pan- ' 

ama, &c. 

SEC. 4:017. The PostmMter-General may employ two special agents Special agenua, 
for the Pacific coast, and such number of other special agent8 as the their salary and 
good of the service and the safety of the mail may require. Such agents allowances. 
shall be entitled to a salary at th·e rate of not more than one thousand 8 June, 1872, c. 
six hundred dollars a year each, and shall each be allowed for traveling 335,ss.31,32,v.17, 
and incidental expenses, while actually employed in the service, a sum P· 289• 
not exceeding five dollars a day. 

S'l'--03-,54 
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When spec!al SEC. 4018. Whenever a special agent is required to collect or disburse 
~edts to gne any public money, he shall, before entering upon such duty, give bond 

n • in such sum and form, and with such security, as the Postma.'!ter-Gen-
Ibid., s. 33. eral mav approve. 
Assistant Post- SEc. lorn. The Postmaster-General may employ, when the service re­

masters-Gener~l, quires it, the Assistant Postmasters-General and superintendents in his 
&c., ts as special Department as special agents; and he may allow them therefor not ex-
agen_ •. ceeding the amount expended by them as necessary traveling expenses 

Ibid., s. 34. while so employed. 
Railway-servi~e SEC. 4020. The Postmaster-General may appoint two agents to super­

agents and their intend the railway postal-service, each of whom shall be paid out of th!:' 
pay. ____ appropriation for the transportation of the mail, a salary at the rate of 

Ibid., s. 35. two thousand five hundred dollars a year, with an allowance for tra,·el­
ing and incidental expenses, while actively employed in the service, of 
not more than five dollars a day; and the Sixth Auditor shall charge to 
the appropriation for mail transportation the salary and per diem of the 
assistant superintendents of the postal railway-service; and to the ap­
propriation for the free-delivery system the salarv and per diem of the 
special agent detailed for that service; and the salary and rer diem of 
the special agents employed in the money-order service shal be paid out 
of the proceeds of that service. 

Resident agents SEc. 4021. The Postmaster-General may establish resident mail-agen­
on Isth mus of Pa- cies at the ports of Panama and Aspinwall, in New Granada; Havana, 
nama, &c. in Cuba; at Saint Thomas, and at such other foreign ports at which 

Ibid., 8• 36. United States mail-steamers touch to land and receive mails, as may, in 
his judgment, promote the efficiency of the foreign mail-service; and may 
pay the agents employed by him at such ports, out of the appropriation 
for transportation of the mail, a reasonable compensation for their setT­
ices, and the necessary expenses for office-rent, clerk-hire, office-furniture, 
and other incidentals, to be allowed him at each of such agencies. 

Agents on m~il- SEC. 4022. The Postmaster-General may appoint an agent in charge of 
s~mers to foreign the mail on board of ea~h of the mail-steamers on the routes between San 
po ;;. Francisco, ,Japan, and China; between San. :Francisco and Honolulu, in 

Ibid., s. 37. the Hawaiian Islands, and between New York and Rio ,Janeiro, who shall 
be allowed, out of the appropriation for transportation of the mail, a 
salary of two thousand dollars a year. 

Postal agencies SEc. 4023. The Postmaster-General mav establish, in eonnection with 
in China and Ja- the mail-steamship service to ,Japan and China, a general postal agency 
pan. at Shanghai, in China, or at Yokohama, in ,Japan, with :-uch hranch 

Ibid.,s.38,p.290. agencies at any other ports in China and ,Japan as he shall deem neces­
sary for the prompt and efficient management of the postal service in 
those countnes; and he may pay the postal agents employed thereat a 
reasonable compensation for their services, in addition to the necessary 
exRenses for rent, furniture, clerk-hire, and incidental expenses. 

Route-agents. SEC. 4024. The Po~tmaster-General may employ as many route-agen_ts 
Ibid., s. 39. as may be necessar.v for the prompt and safe trnnsportation of the mail, 

each of whom shall be paid, out of the appropriation for transportation 
of the mail, a salary at the rate of not less than nine hundred nor more 
than one thousand two hundred dollars a year each. 

Clerks in rail- SEc. 4025. The Prnitmaster-General maj· apl?oint clerks for the purpose 
~my p~t=~_fli~e~.__ of assorting and distributing the mail in railway post-offices, eaeh of 

Ibid., s. 40. wh?m shall be paid, out of the appropriation for transpoi:tation of thP 
mail, a salary at the rate of not more than one thousand four hundrPd 
dollars a year each to the head clerks, nor more than one thousand two 
hundred dollars a vear each to the other clerks . 

. Searchesanthor- SEC. ~26. The Post~mster-General may, by a letter of authorization 
izerl_. ~--- under his hand, to be filed among the records of his Department, cm­

Ibid., ~- 299, p. power any special agent or other officer of the Post-Office Establishment 
322. to make searches for mailable matter transported in violation of law; 

and the agent or officer so authorized may open and search any car or 
vehicle passing, or having lately before passed, from any place at which 
there is a post-office of the United States to any other sueh place, or an~· 
box, package, or packet, being, or having lately before been, in such ear 
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or vehicle, or any store or house, other than a dwelling-house, used or 
occupied by any common carrier or transportation company, in which 
such box, package, or packet may be contained, whenever such agent or 
officer has reason to believe that mailable matter, transported contrary 
to law, may therein be found. 

CHAPTER THIRTEEN. 

THE ::MONEY-ORDER SYSTE::M:. 

Sec. : Sec. 
4027. Money-order system established. : 4039. Repayment of orders. 
4028. Foreign money-order exchanges. i 4040. Replacing lost orders. 
4029. Issuing money-orders. 4041. Payment of money-orders issued in 
4030. Issuing order before payment; pen- favor of lotteries, &c., may be 

alty. suspended. 
4031. Who to act during the absence of 4042. Transfer of money-order funds. 

postmaster. 4043. Transfer by warrant to money-order 
4032. Amount of orders and fees. funds. 
4033. Blank applications for orders. 4044. Report of money-order funds. 
4034. Orders to be on printed blanks. ! 404,5. What to be money-order funds. 
4035. Xotice of orders drawn to be sent. I 4046. Embezzlementofmoney-orderfunds; 
4036. Order to be good for one year. penalty; explanati< n. 
4037. Indorsement of orders. i 404i. Pay for issuing and paying money-
4038. Changes and modification of. or- ,

1

. orders. 
dena. 4048. Money-order incidental~. 
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SEc. 4027. To promote public convenience, and to insure greater secu- l\foney-o~dersys­
rity in the transfer of money through the mail, the Postmaster-General tern estabhshed. 
may establish and maintain, under such rules and regulations as he may 8 June, 1872, c. 
deem expedient, a uniform money-order system, at all suitable post-offices, 33.5, s.102, ,·. 17, p. 
which shall he designated as "money-order offices." 297• 

8Ec. 4028. The Postmaster-General may conclude arrangements with Foreign money­
the post departments of foreign governments, with which postal conven- 0rd er exchanges. 
tions have been, or may be, concluded, for the exchange, by means of Ibid., s. 103, p. 

postal orders, of small sums of money, not exceeding fifty dollars in 297. 
amount, at such rates of exchange, and compensation to postmasters, 
nnd under such rules and regulations as he may deem expedient; and 
the expenses of estabfo,hing and conducting such system of exchange 
may be paid out of the proceeds of the money-order business. 

S1w. 4029. The postmaster of every city where branch post-offices or Issuing money-
stations are established and in operation, subject to bis supervision, is ()l"_ders. ____ _ 
authorized, under the direction of the Postmaster-General, to issue, or to 1 June, 1872, c. 
cause to be issued, hy any of his assistants or clerks in charge of branch 256, 8. 2, "· 17, p. 
post-offices or stations, postal money-orders, payable at his own or at any 20~-J 

1872 other money-order office, or at any branch post-offi~e or station ?f his 335, /~\ Y. 17; i: 
own, or of any other money-order office, as the renutters thereof may 2ll7. 
direct; and the postmaster and his sureties shall, in every case,· be held 
accountable upon his official bond for all moneys received by him or his 
designated assistants or clerks in charge of stations, from the issue of 
money-orders, and for all moneys which may come into his or their 
hands, or be placed in his or their custody by reason of the transaction 
by them of money-order business. 

SEC. 4030. Any postmaster who issues a money-order with.out having Issuin~orderbe­
previously reeeived the money therefor shall be deemed guilty of a mis- frepayment;pen-
demeanor, and shall be fined not less than fifty nor more than five hun- ~-t_y_. ___ _ 
dred dollars. 8,June,1872,c.335, 

s. 105, v. 17, p. 297. 
SEc. 4031. In case of the sickness or unavoidable absence from his Who to act dur­

offi~e of the postmaster of an~ money-order post-office, be may, with the ingahsenceofpost­
apprornl of the Postmaster-(Teneral, authorize the chief clerk, or some master. 
other clerk employed therein, to act in bis place, and to discharge all Ibid., s. 106, p. 
the duties required by law of such postmaster; and the official bond 291. 
given by the principal of the office shall he held to cover and apply to 
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the acts of the person appointed to act in his place in sueh cases; and 
such actinO' officer shall, for the time being. be subject to all the liabilities 
and penalties prescribed bs law for the official misconduct in like caseis 
of the postmaster for whom he shall act. 

Amountoforders SEC. 4032. No monev-order shall be issued for more than tifty dollars, 
and fees. and the fees therefor shall be, for orders not exeeeding ten dollars, five 

Ibid., s. 101, p. cent.s; exceeding ten and not exceeding twenty dollars, ten cents; ex-
298. ceeding twenty and not exceeding thirty dollars, fifteen cents; exceeding 

3 Jfar., 1875, c. thirty and not exceeding forty dollars, twenty cents; exceeding forty 
129, 1

'-
18,P· 351. dollars, twent~'-tive cents. 

Blank applica- SEC. 4033. fhe Postmaster-General shall supply money-order offices 
tions for orders. with blank forms of application for money-orders, which each applicant 

8 June 1872 c. shall fill up with his name, the name and address of the party to whom 
335, s. 107, v. 11: p. the order is to be paid, the amount and the date of application; and all 
298• such applications shall be preserved by the postmaster reeeiving them 

for such time as the Postmaster-General may prescribe. 
Orders to be on SEc. 4034. The Postmaster-General shall furnish monev-order offices 

prin~ blanks. with printed or engraved forms for money-orders, and no ·order shall b.i 
Ibid., e. l09. valid unless it be drawn upon such form. 
Notice of orders SEc. 4035. The postmaster issuing a money-order shall send a notice 

drawn to be sent. thereof by mail, without delay, to the postmaster on whom it ii; drawn. 
Ibid., s. 110. . 

0 d to be ood SEc. 4:036. No money-order shall be vahd and payable unless presented 
for ~n!\ear. g to the postmaster on whom it is drawn within one year after its date; 

• but the Postmaster-General, on the application of the remitter or payee 
Ibid.,s. lll. of any such order, may cause a new order to be issued in lieu thereof. 
Indorsement of SEc. 4037. The payee of a money-order may, by his written indorse-

orders. ment thereon, direct it to [be] paid to any other person, and the post-
Ib'd 1 ,2 master on whom it is drawn shall pay the same to the person thus 

18\;,;;· j875 c. designated, proyided he shal! furnish sue~ proof l!-8 the Postmaster:Gen-

80 18 
., 

320 
' eral may prescribe that the mdorsement 1s genume, and that. he 1s the 

'v. ,p. • person empowered to receive payment; but more than one indorsement 
shall render an order invalid and not payable, and the holder, to obtain 
payment, must apply in writing to the Postmaster-General for a new 
order in lieu thereof, returning the original order, and making such proof 
of the genuineness of the indorsements as the Postmaster-General may 
require. 

Changesandmod- SEc. 4:038. After a money-order ha:. been issued, if the purchaser 
ification of orders. desires to have it modified or changed, the \>°stmaster who issued the 

8 June, 1872, c. order shall take it back and issue another in heu of it, for which a new 
335, s. 113, v. 17, p. fee shall be exacted. 
298. 

Repaymentofors SF.c. 4039. The postmaster issuing a money-order shall repay the 
ders. amount of it upon the application of the person who obtained it, and the 

Ibid., s.114. return of the order; but the fee paid for it shall not be returned. 
Replacinglostor- SEc. 4040. Whenever a money-order has been lost, the Postmaster-

ders. General, upon the application of the remitter or payee of such order, 
Ibid., s. 115. may cause a duplicate thereof to be issued, without eharge, providing 

the party losing the original shall furnish a certificate from the post­
master by whom it was payable that it has not been, and will not there­
after be, paid; and a similar certificate from the postmaster by whom it 
was issued that it has not been, and will not thereafter be, repaid. 

Payme~tofmo!l- SF.c. 4:0H. The Postmaster-General may, upon evidence satisfactory 
efy-ordersf 

1
1ssue~ m to him that any person is engaged in conductin(J' anv fraudulent lottery, 

avor o otteries 'ft te • h f h d' • • ,.., • • l &c may be sus'. g1 -en rpr1se, or sc eme or t e 1str1bution of money, or of any rea 
pe;{ded. or personal property, by lot, chance, or drawing of any kind, or in con-

Ib'd 300 ducting any other scheme or device for obtaining money through the 
323. 

1 
., s. ' p. mails by means of false or fraudulent pretenses, representations, or 

promises, forbid the payment, by any postmaster, to any such person of 
a~y postal mon~y-order drawn to his order or in his favor. and may p1?­
v1de by regulat10ns for the return, to the remitter, of the 8ums named m 
such money-orders. But this shall not authorize any person to open any 
lPtter not addres~ed to him-,,.,lf. 
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t--Ec. 4012. ~.\.11 payments and transfe1-s to and from money-order offices Transfer of 
shall be under the direction of the Postmaster-General. He ma:y transfer moneyorderfunds. 
money-order funds from one postmaster to another, and from the postal Ibid.,ss.117,118, 
revenue to the money-order funds; and he may transfer money-order P· 299. 
funds to creditors of the Department, to be replaced byequirnlent trans-
fers from the post'll revenues. 

SEC. 4043. The Postmaster-General mav transfer to the postmaster at Transfer by war­
anvmoneY-orderoffice by warrant on the Treasm·..: countersigned hv the rant to money-

• • • • ' • ., ' • order fund~ Sixth Auditor, and payable out of the postal revenues, such sum as ma:y • 
be required over and above the current revenues at his office to pay the Ibid., s. 118. 
money-orders drawn upon him. 

SEc. 4044. The Postmaster-General shall require each postmaster at Reportof money­
a money-order office to render to the Post-Office Department weekly, or<ler fund8• 
semi-weekly. or daily aceounts of all money-orders issued and paid; of Ibid., s. 119. 
all fees received for issuing them; of all transfers and payments made 
from money-order funds; and of all money received to be used for the pay-
ment of moneY-orders or on account of money-order business. 

SEC. 4015. All moneyreceived forthe sale of money-orders, including _Whattohemon­
all fees thereon, all money transferred from the postal revenues to the e)-o~der fund8• _ 
money-order funds, all money transferred or paid from the money-order Ibi,\, c. 121. 
funds to the sen·ice of the Post-Office Department, and all money-order 
funds transferred from one postmaster to another, shall he deemed and 
taken to be money-order funds and money in the Treasury of the U nite<l 
States. And it shall be the duty of the assistant treasurer of the United 
States to open, at the request of the Postmaster-General, an account of 
·•money-order funds" deposited by postmasters to the credit of the Post-
master-General, and of draft~ a~inst the amount so deposited, drawn by 
him and countersigned by the t,ixth Auditor. 

SEc. 4046. Every postmaster, assistant, clerk, or other person employed Embezzlement 
in or connected with the business or operations of any money-order office t mdo~ey-or7te~ 
who converts to hi1e1 own use, in any way whateyer, or loans, or deposits e~;~tidri.na Y, 
in any bank, except as authorized by this Title, or exchanges for other _ 
funds, any portion of the money-order funds, shall be deemed guilty of sJ Jur2~ 1.8~~· C. 

embezzlement; and any such person, as well as every other person advis- 299'. s. '"· ,p. 
ing or participating therein, shall, for every such offense, be imprisoned 3 ~ar., 1873, c. 
for not less than six months nor more than ten years, and be fined in a 272, v. 17, p. 604. 
sum equal to the amount embezzled; and any failure to pay over or pro-
duce any money-order funds intrusted to such person shall be taken to 
be prima-facie evidence of embezzlement; and upon the trial of any 
indictment against any person for such embezzlement, it shall be prima-
facie eYidence of a balance against him to produce a transcript from the 
money-order account-books of the Sixth Auditor. But nothing herein 
contamed shall be construed to prohibit any postmaster depositing, under 
the direction of the Postmaster-General, in a national bank designated 
by the Secretary of the Treasury for that purpose, to his own credit as 
postmaster, anv money-order or other funds in his charge, nor prevent 
his negotiating· drafts or other evidences of debt through such bank, or 
through United States disbursing officers, or otherwise, when instructed 
or required to do so by the Postmaster-General, for the purpose of remit-
ting surplus money-order funds from one post-office to another, to be 
used in payment of money-orders. Disbursing officers of the Gnited 
States shall issue, under regulations to be prescribed by the Secretary of 
the Treasury, duplicates of lost checks drawn by them in favor of any 
postmaster on account of money-order or other public funds received by 
them from some other postmRl:lter. 

SEc. 4047. Postmasters at money-order offices may be allowed, as com- Pay for issuing 
pensation for issuing and paying money-orders, not exceeding one-third of and payingmoney-
the whole amount of fee,i collected on orders issued, and one-fourth of one 0_rd_ers_. ___ _ 
per centum on the gross amount of orders paid at their resrective offices, 8 June, 1~72, C. 

provided such compensation, together with the postm~ter s salary, shall 335, s. 123, v.17, p. 
not exceed four thousand dollars per annum, except m the case of the 300• 
yW)stmaster at New York City. 
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Money-orderin- SEc. 4048. The Postmaster-General may pay out of the proceeds of 
<"identals. the money-order business the cost of stationery and such incidental 

Ibirl., s. 124. expenses as are necessary for the transactioq of that business. 

CHAPTER FOURTEEN. 

ACCOUNTS AND REVENUES. 

Sec. ' Sec. 

4049. Manner of keeping accounts. : 4056. Transfer of debts to contractore. 
4050. Miscellaneous and money-order re- : 4057. Suits to recover wrongful or fraudu-

ceipts. • lt;nt payments. 
4051. Postal revenue to be accounted for. 4058. Dehvery of stolen money to owner. 
4052. Box-holdersmayprovidelock-boxes. 4059. Disposal of fines, penalties, and for-
4053. Neglect to deposit postal revenues. feitures. 
4054. Revenues to be appropriated for 4060. Accounts to be preserved two yean>. 

postal service. 4061. Disposal of uncalled-for printed 
4055. Payments, how made; advances. matter. 

. Manner of keep- SEc. 4049. The accounts of the postal service shall be kept in such a 
mg accounts. manner as to exhibit separately the amount of revenue derived from the 

8 June, 1872, c. following sources respectively: 
33.5, s. 41, v. 17, p. First. Letter-postage. 
290• Second. Book, newspaper. and pamphlet postage. 

Third. Registered letters. 
Fourth. Box-rents and branch offices. 
Fifth. Postage-stamps and envelopes. 
Sixth. Dead letters. 
Seventh. Fines and penalties. 
Eighth. Revenue from money-order business. 
Ninth. :Miscellaneous. 
And they shall exhibit separately the amount of expenditure made for 

each of the following objects respectively: 
First. Transportation of the mail. 
Second. Compn1sation of postmasters. 
Third. Compensation of letter-carriers. 
Fourth. Compensation of clerks for post-offices. 
Fifth. Compensation of blank-agents and assistants. 
Sixth. :Mail depredations and special agents. 
Seventh. Postage-stamps and em·elopes. 
Eighth. Ship, steamboat, and way letters. 
Ninth. Dead-letters. 
Tenth. Mail-bags. 
Eleventh. Mail locks and keys. 
Twelfth. Post-marking and canceling stamps. 
Thirteenth. Wrapping-paper. 
Fourteenth. Twine. 
Fifteenth. Letter-balances. 
Sixteenth. Office-furniture. 
Seventeenth. Adwrtio;ing. 
Eighteenth. Balances to foreign countries. 
Nineteenth. Rent, light, and fuel for post-offices. 
Twentieth. Stationery. 
Twenty-first. Miscellaneous. [See § 3668°'.J 

Miscellaneous SEC. 4i.l50. Unclaimed money in dead letters for which no owner can 
and. money-order be found; all money taken from the mail by robbery, theft, or other-
receipts. wise, which may come into the hands of any agent or employe of t_he 

Ibid., s. 42. United States, or any other person whatever; all tines and penalties 
imposed for any Yiolation of the postal laws, except such part as may 
bv law belong to the informer or party prosecuting for the same; and 
afl money dcriwd from the sale of waste paper or other public property 
of the Post-Office Department. shall be deposited in the Treasury, under 
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the direction of the Postmaster-General, as part of the postal revenue. 
And the Postmaster-General shall cause to be placed to the credit of the 
Treasurer of the United States, for the serviee of the Post-Office Depart­
ment, the net proceeds of the money-order business; and the receipts of 
the Post-Office Department derived from this source during each quar­
ter shall be entered by the Sixth Auditor in the accounts of such Depart­
ment, under the head of "revenue from money-order busmess.': 
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SEC. 4051. All postages, box-rents, and other receipts at post-offices, Postalrevenueto 
shall be accounted for as part of the postal revenues; and each post- be accounted for. 
master shall be charged with and held accountable for any part of the Ibid., s. 43. 
same, accruing at his office, which he has neglected to collect, the same 
as if he had collected it. 

SEc. 4:052. Postmasters may allow box-holders who desire to do so to Box-holders may 
provide lock-boxes or drawers for their own use, at their own expense, ~ovide lock-
which lock-boxes or drawers, upon their erection in any post-office, shall _x_e_s_. ___ _ 
become the property of the United States, and be subject to the direction Ibid., s. 44. 
and control of the Post-Office Department, and shall pay a rental at least 
equal to that of other boxes in the same office, or, if there be no other 
boxes in such office, of boxes in other offices of the same class, which 
rental shall be accounted for as other box-rents. 

SEc. 4053. Any officer, agent, postmaster, clerk, or other person em- Neglect to de­
ployed in any branch of the postal service having temporary custody of posit postal reve­
any money taken from dead letters; any money derived from the sale _nu_e_s_. ---~ 
of waste paper or other public property of the Post-Office Depart- Ibid., s. 45, p. 291. 
ment; or any money derived from any other source which by law is part 
of the postal revenues, who Rhall willfully neglect to deposit the same 
in the Treasury of the G nited States, or in some other depository author-
ized to receive the same, shall be deemed guilty of embezzlement, and be 
punishable by a fine of not more than double the sum so retained, or by 
imprisonment for not more than three years, or both. And any person 
intrusted by law with the sale of postage-stamps or stamped envelopes, 
who shall refuse or neglect to account for the same, or who shall pledge 
or hypothecate or unlawfully dispose of them, for any purpose whatever, 
shall be deemed guilty of embezzlement, and shall be punishable by the 
like fine and imprisonment as are provided in this section for the embez-
zlement of money. 

SEc. 4054. The.money required for the postal service in each year shall be Revenues to be 
appropriated by law out of the revenues of the serYice. [See ss 3641-SGH.J appropriat~d for 

• postal service. 
----~-----~~ -

Ibid., s. 46. 
SEc. 4:055. All payments on account of the postal service shall be made Payments, how 

to persons to whom the same shall be certified to be due by the Sixth made; advances. 
Auditor; but advances of necessary sums to defray expenses may be -Ibid.~~8. 
made by the Postmaster-General to agents employed to investigate mail 
:lepredations, examine post routes and offices, and on other like services, 
to be charged to. them by the Auditor, and to be accounted for in the 
settlement of their accounts. [See § ssu. l 

SEc. 4:056. The Postmaster-General may transfer debts due to the Transferofdebts 
Department from postmasters and others to such contractors as have to contractors. 
given bonds, with securitv, to refund any money that may come into their -~Ibid., s. 49_ 
hands over and above the amount found due them on the settlement of 
their accounts; but such transfers shall only be in satisfaction of legal 
demands for which appropriations have been made. 

SEc. 4057. In all cases where monev has been paid out of the funds of Suits to recover 
the Post-Office Department under the pretense that service has heen wrongful or fraud­
performed therefor, when, in fact, such service has not been performed, ulent payments. 
or as additional allowance for increased service actuallv rendered, when Ibid., s. 50. 
the additional allowance exceeds the sum which, according to law, might 
rightfully have been allowed therefor, and in all other cases where money 
of the Department has been paid to any person in consequence of fraud-
ulent representations, or by the mistake, collusion, or misconduct of any 
officer or other employe m the postal service, the Postmaster-General 
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shall cau11e suit to be brought i:,o recover such wrong or fraudulent pay­
ment or excess, with interest thereon. 

Delivery of stolen SEC. 4058. Whenever the Postmaster-General is satisfied that money 
money to owner. or property stolen from the mail, or the proceeds thereof, has been received 

Ibid., s. 51, at the Department, he may, upon sathifactory evidence as to the owner, 
deliver the same to him. 

Disposaloffines, SEc. 4059. All penalties and forfeitures imposed for any violation of 
{l{;nalties, and for- law affecting the Post-Office Department for its revenue or property 
feitures. shall be recoverable, one-half to the use of the person informing and 

8 June, 1872, c. prosecuting for the same, and the other half to he paid into the Treasury 
335, ss. 57, 317, v. for the use of the Post-Office Department, unless a different disposal is 
17• pp. 292•325• expressly prescribed. All fines collected for violations of such laws 

shall he paid into the Treasury for the use of the Post-Office Depart-
ment. [See§ 968.J 

Accounts to be SEC. 4060. The Postmaster-General may dispose of any quarterly returns 
preserved two of mails sent or received, preserving the accounts-current and all accom-
years_. ____ panying vouchers, and use such portions of the proceeds as may be nec-

Ibid.,s.58,p.292. essary to defray the cost of separating and disposing of them; but the 
accounts shall be preserved entire for at least two years. 

Disoosal of un- SEc. 4061. The Postmaster-General may J?rovide, by regulations, for 
called-for printed disposing of printed and mailable matter which may remain in any post-
matter. office, or in the Department, not called for by the party addressed; but 

Ibid., s. 59. if the publisher of any refused or uncalled-for newspaper or other period­
ical shall pay the postage due thereon, such newspaper or other periodical 
shall be excepted from the operation of such regulations. 

[See Title Ix, "The Post-Oliff Deputment," 5§ 388--fU.] 
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