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SEc. 3709. All purchases and contract:-; for ;;npplies or services, in any AdvertisementR 
of the Departments of the GoYernment, except for personal services, for propoRals. 
shall be made by adnrtising a snffi<:ient time previously for proposals ~2-~Jar., 1861, c. 
respecting the same, when the public exigencies do not require the 84, ~. 10, v. 12, p. 
immediate delivery of the articles, or performance of the service. When 22?· _ 
immediate deliYery or performance is required hy the pnblic exigency, 38?i2 !'t~\1~'-4:. ,·. 
the articles or sen·ice required may he procured by open purchase or - • • ,.'..:___,__'_· '_'__:__ 
contract, at the places and in the manner in which 1mch articles are l'. S. 1·. Spet>d, K 

usually hought and 8old, or such sen-ices engaged, between indiYiduals. '
1
~'~JL4,

7C~; ~:h
1 

il<1
1
~•:-_ 

. ~--, . '---s., , h. 
::\Iason r. U.S., 4 C. Cls., 495; "·entworth r. 1·. S., 5 C. Cl~., 302; Harvey ·r. 1·. S., 8 ( '. 
Cls., 501; Thompson's Case, !l C. Cls., 187. 

SEC. 3710. Whenernr proposals for snpplie:-; ham heen ;..olicited, the Opening hid~. 
parties responding to such solicitation shall he duly notified of the time :11 Jan., 18fi8, Res. 
and place of opening the bids, and be permitted to be present either in 8, v. 15, p. 246. 
person or by attorney, and a record of each bid shall then and there be 
made. 

SEc. ~711. It shall not be lawful for any officer or person in the civil, . In~1_wc~ionofi,!el 
·1·t:: l • f h [' ·t d -,· t • th D. • f C l m D1,tnet ot Co­llll 1 ary, or na,·a sernee o t e 111 e tita es m e tstnet o o um- Jumhia -

bia to purchase anthraeite or bituminous coal or woml for the pnhlic ---~-~-- _ 
serviee PXc<>pt on condition that the :-;ame :-;hall. before delivery, he 

9
/ 

1 Jtlly,_ 1%0, c. 
111:-;peeted and weiuhed or measured hy 1<onw eompetent person to he :;9 9' H. ' \ •• ' p. 
appointed by the h~ad of the Departme,;t or chief of the hranch of the -- • . . 
service for which the pnn·hasc is made. The person so appointed shall, . Appomtment 01 

b f te • h d t f • t • I d d mspecto~ &e. e ore en rmg upon t e u y o mspec or, "·e1g 1er, an mea,-,nrer, an -, 
t-0 the safo,faction of the appointing officer, giYe hond, with not less 
than two sureties, in the 1wnal sum of ti,·e thon,-,ancl dollar,;, and with 
condition that each ton of coal weighed hy him shall consi,-t of two thou-
sand two hundred and forty pound,-, and that Pach eorcl of wood to be so 
nwa.•mred 1,hall he of the ;;hmdard measure of one hnuclrPd and twenty-
eight cubic feet. The inspretor, weigher. and mea,-nrrr :-;o appointed 
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shall be entitled to receive from the venders of fuel weighed and meas­
ured by him twentv cents for each ton of coal weighed, and nine cents 
for each cord of wood measured by him. Each loRd or "Parcel of wood 
or coal weighed and measured by him shall he accompamed by bis cer­
tificate of the number of tons or pounds of coal and the number of cords 
or parts of cords of wood in each load or parcel. 

Appointments to SEC. 3712. The proper aecounting officer of the Treasury shall be fur­
be n~tified to ac- nished with a copy of the appointment of Pach in,-pector, weigher. and 
~mllltml? _officer. men,-;m•er appointecl under the preceding section. 

Ibid., s. 2. l f I f • ffi Nopaymentwith- SEC. 3713. It shall not be aw u or any aecountrng o cer to pass or 
out certificate. allow to the credit of any disbursing officer in the District of Columbia 
-- Ib'd any money paid by him for purchase of unthracite or bituminous coal or 

1 
• for wood. unless the voucher therefor is accompanied hy a certificate of 

the proper inspector, weigher, and measurer that the quantity paid for 
has been determined bv such officer. 

Contractsforthe SEC. 3714. All purchases and contracts for supplies or services for 
mili!",ry or naval the military and naval service shall be made hv or under the direction 
f~i:• how con- of the chief officers of the Departments of ,,.,. ar and of the Navy, re­
!~-·------- spectively. [And all agents or contractors for supplies or service as 
. 16 July, 179~, c. aforesuid shall render their accounts for settlement to the accountant of 

85 s. 3, v. l, p. tno. th d t t f h' h h 1· • • d 27 Feb 1877 c e _proper epar men or w IC sue supp 1es or services are require , 
69, r. rn,'1,. 2-19'. • subJect, neYertlwless, to the inspection and revision of the officers of the 
- u. s. , .. Adams, 7 Trea:sury in the manner before prescribed.] [See!§ ;,12-;;i;;.J 

Wall., 463; Parish r. r. S., 8 Wall., 489. 
Contra~·ts for SEC. 3715. Contracts for subsistence supplies for the Army, made 

Ar_11iy_st1?s1_stence. by the Commissary-Generul, on public notice, shall provide for a com­
, 14 April, 1818: ~- plete delivery of such articles, on inspection, at such places as shall he 
tH,s.7,v.3,p.4~,. t· l ted • 

3 Mar., 1835, c. s 1pu a . 
49, s. 1, v.4, p 780. 2 Mar., 1861, c. 84, s. 10, v. 12, p. 220; Harvey r. U. S., 8 C. Cls., 501. 

Advertisements SEC. 3716. The Quartermaster's Department of the Army, in obtaining 
for sn P?lies for supplies for the military sen ice, shall state in all advertisements for bids 
iuartJrmatster's for contraets that a pn•ference shall be ~iven to artic!P1-1 of dcmcstk pro­

epa men • duetion and manufacture, conditions of pt·ice and quality being equal, 
~ 13 July, 1866, c. and that :such preferen('e shall he gh·en to articles of American produc-

116, 8
• 

4• v. 14• P· tion and manufacture produced on the Pacific coast, to the extent of the 92
• -·- consumption required by the public service there. In advertising for 
McKee'sCa~e,12 Armv supplies the Quartermaster's Department shall rPquire all arti<'le1, 

C. Cls., 504• which are to be used in the States and Territories of the Paeific coast to 
be delivered and inspected at points designated in those States and Ter­
ritories; and the advertisements for sueh supplie:,; shall be publi1-1hed in 
newspaper:,; of the eities of San Francisco, in California, and Portland, in 
Oregon. 

Separate propo- Si:c. 3717. Whenever the Secretary of "\Var invites proposals for any 
sals required for works, or for any material or labor for any works, there shall be separate 
works, &c_. _____ proposals and separate contracts for each work, and al:so for each dass 

2:1 June, 1866;. 1•• of material or labor for each work. 
138, s. 3, v.14, p. 13. 

Nava; _supslies SEC. 3718. All provisions, clothing, hemp, and other materials of 
to l~fu;mshe by every name and nature, for the u:se of the Navy, and the transportation 
con rac • thereof, when time will permit, :shall be furnished by contract, b_v the 

3 Mar., 1843, c. lowest bidder as follows· In the case of orovisioni- clothing hemp 
83 \' 5 617 ' • ' ~. • ' ' ' 

28•8~ft 1850 c and other materrnl:s, the Secretary of the Navy shall advertise, once a 
80, ~-~. v.'?J. p. 5i3: week, for at least four weeks, in one or more of the principal papers 
. 5 Aug., 1854, c. published in the place where sueh articles are to be furnished. for 

268, ~- 1, v. 10, P· sealed proposal;, for furnishing the same, or the whole of any particular 
58

~\, April 1866 c class thereof, specifying the classes of materials and referring bidders 
45, s. 4, v. i4, p. 38: to the scyeral chiefs of Bureaus, who will furnish them with printed 

schedt:les, gidng a full description of each and every article, with !lates 
of delivery, and so forth. In the case of transportation of such articles, 
he -,hall adn·rti~e for a period of not less than five days. All such pro­
posals :-h_all he kept Sl'akd until the day specified in 1,ucb udrnrti:se~1ent 
for opemng the same, when they shall be opened hy or under the dire<·-
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tion of the officer making such adnrtisement, in the presence of at least 
two persons. The person offering to furnish any ela;;s of such articles, 
and giving satisfactory security for the performance thereof, under a for­
feiture not exceeding twice the contra(•t price in case of failure, :-hall 
recei\·e a contract for furni;;hing the same. 

73fi 

SEc. 37Hi. Every proposal for narnl supplies invited hy the Secretary Guaranteeofbid. 
of the ~avy, under the preeeding section, shall be accompanied by a • 10 Aug., 1846, c. 
written guarantee. ,-igned by one or more responsiblP. persons. to the 176, s.6, v. 9, p.101. 
effect that he or they undertake that the bidder, if his bid is accepted, 
will, at such time as may be prescribed by the Secretary of the ~avy, 
g-ive bond, with good and sufficient sureties, to fnrnish the supflies 
proposed; and no proposal shall be considered, unless accompaniec by 
such guarantee. lf, after the acceptance of a proposal, and a notifica-
tion thereof to th<' bidder, he faih; to gi,·e such bond within the time 
pr<'scribed by the Secretary of the ~avy, the Secretary shall proceed to 
contract with some other person for furnishing the supplies; and shall 
forthwith cause the difference uetween the amount contained in the pro-
po,-nl so guaranteed and the amount for whieh he may have contracted 
for furnishing the suppliC's, for the whole pe>riod of the proposal, to be 
(·barged up against the bidder and his guarantor; and the same nm)· be 
immediat~ly recovered hy the lT nited States, for the use of thf' ~avy 
Department, in an aetion of debt against either or all of such persons. 

:-,Ec. 3720. All such proposals for narnl supplies shall he presen·ed Record of bid 
and recorded, and rPported In- the Secretary of the Navy to Congres,; at 8nd report toCon-
the commencement of every i·egular session. The report shall contain ag _r_e_ss_. ___ _ 
schedule embracing th<' offers by classes, indicating imch as ha,·e heen . 3 ~I~r., 184,:l, , •. 
nccepted. In case of a failure to supply the articles or to perform the 83, '"· v, P· 611• 
work by the person entering into such contract, he and his sureties shall 
he liable for the forfeiture specified in such contract, as liquidated dam-
ages, to be sued for in the name of the United States. 

SEC. 3721. The provisions which require that supplies shall be pur- Purcha.'les w.ith­
!'hased bv the Secretarv of the Navy from the lowest bidder, after adver- 0 n t a <I vert ise­
tisement: shall not apply to ordnance, gunpowder, or medicines, or the ment~. -··--­
supplies which it may be necessary to purchase out of the Cnited States __ :, ~Jar., 184.''i, c. 
for vessels on foreign stations, or bunting delivered for the use of the , ,,s. 3, "· 5, p. 794. 
,.., t b b h d t' d f tl f th N· 3 Mar., 1847, c • • ~a,•y, or o acco, or utter or c eese es me or , 1e use o e ,;. avy, 48, s. 2, "· 9 , p. 172. 
or things contraband of war. Contracts for butter and cheese for the 3 .\ng., 1848, c. 
use of the Navy may be made for periods longer thnn one year, if, in the 1~1. ~. 11, v. 9, p. 
OJJi!1ion C?f the Secretary of the Nay,v, e~onomy and the _quality of the 21 r~Iar 

1 
~-ahon will he promoted therehy .. Ihe ~cretary of the ~avy m~y enter 74, s. i, ,::13'.';6.fot 
rnto contract.-. for tobacco, from tune to time, as the sernce requires, for 
a period not exceeding four years; and in making such contracts he shall 
not be restricted to the lowest bidder, unles'l, in his opinion, economy 
and the best interests of the ser\"iee will be therebv promoted. 

SEc. 3722. The chief of any Bureau of the Na,·_}: DPpartment, in c,on- What bidR may 
tracting for narnl supplies, shall be 11t liberty to rejett the offer of any be rejeete<l. 
person who, as principal or surety, has been a defaulter in any previous 3Mar., 186.'l,Res. 
contraet with the ~avy Department. Parties who have made default 32, s.2,v 12, p.828. 
as principals or sureties in any fornwr contract shall not be received as 
i-ureties on other contracts; nor shall the copartners of any firm be re-
eeived as sureties for such firm or for each other; nor, in contracts with 
the same Burl.'au, shall one contractor be received as surety for another. 
Every contract shall require the delivery of a specified quantity, and no 
bids ha\"ing nominal or ti<·titious prices shall be considered. If more 
tha!1 one hid be offered by any one party, by or in the name. of his or 
theff clerk, partner, or other person, all such bids may he re1eeted; and 
no p«'rson slia1\ be 1·ecei ved as u contractor who i,; not a manufacturer of, 
or rpgular dealer in, the articles which he offers to supply. All persons Opening bids. 
offering bids slmll ham the right to he present when the hirl>J are opened 
and inspe(-t the same. 

SEc. 37::al3. :No chief of a Bureau shall make any contract for supplies _Contracts!orfor­
for the :Navy, to be executed in ll foreign country, except it be on first eign, supplies for 
d • • f t l h. d • t d ·1 f th 't th e Navv • a ,·ertismg or a east t 1rty ays m wo ai y new>Jpapers o e c1 y ______ • 
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3 Mar., 1871, c. 
117, s. 3, v. 16, p. 
535. 
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of New York, inviting sealed bids for furnishing the supplies desired; 
whieh bids shall be opened in the pre:-enee of the Sreretary of the Navy 
and the heads of two Bureaus; and contracts shall in all cases be awarded 
to the lowest bidder; and paymasters for the Navy on forrign Rtations 
shall rPnder when praeticable, with their account~, an official certificate 
from the re;ident consul, or commercial or con;;u]ar agent of the Cnited 
States, if there be one, to he furni,;hed gratuitou;;ly. vouching that all 
purchases and expenditure:-; made by the paymasters were made at thr 
ruling market-prices of the place at the tinw of purchase or l'XJwnditurr. 

Rejection of ex- SEc. 372-!. Where articles are advertised and hid for in cla:-;ses, and in 
cessive hi<ls. the judgmrnt of the Secretary of the Navy any one or more artirles 

, J 1 18,,, appear to be bid for at excessive or unreasonable prices, exceedinQ' ten .. u y, ,,.., c. h ., 
2,,2, ~- 7, v. rn, p. per eentum above their fair market-vnlm', he shall he aut orizPd to l'C'jPct 
894. such bid. 

Hemp. SEC. 3725. All hemp, or preparations of hemp, used for naval purposes 
bv the Govemment of the United State,;, shall he of Ameri('an growth 

14 July, 1862, c. • • l I b bt • 1 f d 1· t d 163, 8 11, v. 12, p. or manufacture, w 1011 tie same ean e o amcc o as goo qua 1 y an 
554. at as low a price as foreign hemp. 

Presened meats, SEC. 37:W. The Secretar.v of the Navy is authorized to procure the 
&c. presened meats, pickle's, butter, and desiccated Yegetables, in such 

18 July, 1861, c. manner and under such restriction:,; and guarantees as in his opinion will 
7, s. 7, "· 12, p. 265. best insure the good quality of said articles. • 

Flourandbread. SEC. 3727. The Secretary of the Navy IS authorized to purchase, in 
----- such manner as he shall dePm most adYantageous to the GoYernment, 

11:l .\Ia_r-, 18
1
6~• c. the flour required for narnl use; and to haye the bread for the Kav.Y s, ~- ... , v. ~. p. 

sis. baked from this flour by special contract under naYal inspection. 
Home manufac- SEC. 3728. The SecrC'tary of the Nayy, in making contracts and pur­

t_ure8 to be pre- chases of articles for naval purposes, shall give the preference, all other 
!erred things, including price and quality, being equal, to articles of the growth, 

28Sept.,1850,e. prodn<'tion, and manufacture of the United State;;;, In pur<"hasing fuel 
80, s. 1, v. 9, PP· for the 1'avy, or for naval stations and yard:,;, the Secretary of the Navy 
513, 515• shall have power to discriminate and purchase, in such manner as he 

may deem proper, that kind of fuel whieh i,; best adapted to the purpose 
for which 1t is to be u:-ed. 

SEc. 3729. The Secretary of \Var, thP Secretary of the Navy, and the 
2 Mar., 18G5, l'. Secretary of the Treasury may enter into contraet, in open market, for 

74, 8 7, Y. rn, p.467. bunting of American manufacture, as thC'ir rrspective serdces require, 
for a period not exceeding one year, and at a pnce not C'Xeeeding that at 
which an article of equal quality ran be imported. 

Bunting. 

Relim1nishment SEc. 3730. The Secretary of the Na,·y may relinquish and pay all res­
of 1.'ese1:Yations on ervation:,; of the ten per centum upon deliveries made under contrads 
dehvt>rie~. with the Navy Department, where these resen·ations have arisen and 

17 June, 1844,c. the contracts have been afterward extended, or where the contracts haYe 
107,s.5, v.5, P· 703. been completed after the time of delivery, hy and with the consent of 

the Department, or where the contracts have been dissolved by the like 
consent, or ha,·e been terminated, or an extension thereof hns 'been pre­
vented by operation of law, where no injurv has been sustained bv the 
public service. • • 

Name of con- SEC. 3ial. Every person who shall furnish supplies of any kind to the 
tractor to appear Army or Navy shall he required to mark and distinguish the ,-ame with 
on supplies. the ~ame of the co,ntractor furnishing such supplies, in such manner as 

17 July, 1862, <·. tl?e Secretary of W a!· and the Secretary of the l\avy may, respectively, 
200, ~- J.\ ,·. 12, p. direct; and no supplies of anv kind shall be recei,·ed unless so marked 
596. and distinguished. • ' 

r uauthorize,l SEc. 373i. 1'o contract or purchase on behalf of the Cnited States shall 
~·ontract8 prohih- he made, unl~ss ~he, same is authorized by law or is under an appropriation 
11~<!:_ __ . . adeq~ate to it~ fulfillment, except in the War and Navy Departments, for 
84

2 M1a0r., .18
1~J• '· clothmg, subsistence, forage, fuel,quarters, or transportation which, how-

, B. ' \. ~, 1'· h II t d th • • . h , 220. -~ ever, s a no excee e necessities of t e current year. (Sec§ 36'19.J 

The Floyd Acceptances, 7 Wall., 666; Haney r. U.S., 8 C. Cls., 501. 

No contract _to S1w. 3733. No contract shall be entered into for the erection repair or 
exceed appropr1a- f • h" f bl" I ·1d· · • ' h'· h tion. . ·----~ urms mg o any pu 1c m1 mg, or for any puhhc improvement w 1c 
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shall bind the Government to pay a larger sum of money tnan the amount 25 July, 1868, <·. 
in the Treasur:v appropriated for the specific purpose.· [See§ :;:,oa.J 233,s.3,v.15,p.177. 

SEC. 373-!. Before any new buildings for the use of the C nited States Restrictions on 
are commenced, the plans and full estimates therefor shall he prepared commer;ce_ment of 
and apprond by the Secretary of the Treasury. the Postmaskr-Grneml. ~iew_lmih~1ll_~-­
and the Secretary of the Interior; and the cost of each building shall not 15 Jul~·, 1870, c. 
exceed the amount of such estimate. [See§ 366:l.J 292 , Y. 16, p. 296. 

SEc. 3733. It shall not he lawful for any of the ExPcutive Depa1·tments CoHtrnctslimite,l 
to make contracts for ;.;tationery or other supplies for a longer term than to one year. 
one year from tlw time the contract is made. • ------31,J an., 1868, Re~. 

Xo. 8, v. 1:i, p. 246. 24 Jfar., 1874, J/f.,. Xo. 6, r. 18, p. 286. 
SEc. :1,:16. No land shall be purchased on account of the P nited States. Restriction 011 

exet>pt under a law authorizing such purehase. p11rchasesofland. 

1 )lay, 1820, c. 52, s. i, v. 3, p. 568.-Xeilson t·. Lagow, 12 How., 98. 
SEC. 3737. No contract or order, or any interest therein, shall he ti ans- No transfer of 

ferred hy the party to whom such contract or order is given to any other _co_n_t_ra_<-_·t_. __ _ 
party, and any such transfer shall cause the annulment of the contract r J 1 . 1862 
or order transferred, so far as the l'nited States are concerned. All rights 200'. ~.u1l,' v. 12: r 
of action, however, fur any hreaeh of such contraet by the contracting 5\16. 
parties, are reserved to the l' nited States. - Wheelan ~.s .. 

5 C. Cls., 504; McCor<l's Cast>, \IC. Cls., 155; Francis's Ca~c, 11 C. Cb., 63:--. 
SEC. 37a8. Eight hours :;hall constitute a dav·s work for all laborer;;, Eighthourstolie 

workmen, and mechanies who may he employed h~· or on behalf of the a day's work. 
Government of the l' nited States. [S~e § 3689.] 28 .Jun<', 1808, "· 

i2, v. 15, p. 7,.-r. S. r. )lartin, 94 l'. S., 400; )lartin'H Case, 10 C. Cls., 2ili. 
S1-~c. 373V. Ko member of or Delegate to Congress shall directly or :\IembersofC<?n­

indircctlv himself or bv atl'-' other r>erson in trust for him or for his use gr<'>s not _to he Ill-
•• ' .' • .1 ' • • tere~te, I 111 co 1:-

or benefit, or on hu; account, undertake, execute, hold, or enJoy, m whole tract~. 
or in part. any contract or agreement made or entered into in behalf of ---- , 
the l'nikd States, hy any officer or person authorized to make contracts 21 Ap:·• 0

1868,.•·· 
1 h lf f h 1 T • t d C! t T.' h . I h. . 48, s. 1, , . ~, p. 48{. on Je a o t e ~ m e ,-,ta .es. .t'-'very person w o no ates t IS sect10n 22 ,t11r,r, 18i4, ,·. 

shall he deemed guilty of a mbdemeanor, and shall he fined three thou- 38\1, ,._ 18, p. lii. 
sand dollars. All contracts or agreements made in violation of this sec-
tion shall he void; and whenever anv sum of money is ad,·aneed on 
the part of the United States, in consideration of ani such contract or 
agreement, it shall be forthwith repaid; and in case of refusal or delay 
to repay the same, when demandP<l, hy the proper officer of the Depart-
ment under whose authorit:,· such contract or agreement shall have been 
made or entered into, every person so refusing or delaying, together with 
his surety or sureties, shall be forthwith prosecuted at law for the recov-
ery of any suC'h sum of monev so advanced. . 

SEC 37°'.l:O. Nothing contai1{ed in the })l"ecedinO' section shall extend or What mtereS t 
• ,_., ' ' members of Con-

be construed to extend, to any contract or agreement, made 01· entered gress mav have. 
into, or a<'cepted. ln· anv incorporated t·o111pa11v, where :such eontract or • ------

• d t'• t'h l l fi't f • h • • 21 Apr. 1808 e agreement 1s ma c or c genera )enc o sue rneorporat10n or com- 48 8 2 v 'o P 484• 
pany; nor to the purchase 01· sale of bills of exchange or other property 27· i'eb •. )877, ,.: 
hy any member of [ or delegate to] Congress, where the same are ready 6!1, L 19, p. 24\-l. 
for deli,·ery, and payment therefor is made, at the time of making or 
entering into the c·ontract or agreeiuent. 

DEC. :-r,-11. In every such contract or agreement. to he made or entered 8t ipulation tltat 
• d h • b h If f h lT • d i..:! h h 11 l nomemberofCon­mto, or acct>pte _Y or on e a o t e . mte ,-,tates, t ere s a le gress has an intPr• 
inserted an express condition that no memher of [ or deleg·ate to] Con- Pst. 
gress shall he admitted to an.v share or part of such eontract or agTee- -')-1-\-.- 1-, ~ - ,· pn, ]t,Uo, e. 
ment. or to any benefit to arise thert>upon. 48, s. 3, v. :t, p. 484. 

27 Feb., 18ii', r. 69, 1·. 19, p. 249. 
DEC. 3742. Every officer who, on behalf of the United States, directly Penalty agai!1st 

or indirectly makes or enters into anv contract bargain or a<>Teement officer for n~akmg 
• • • • • _ ' • ' 0 contract with a 
m writrng or othenv1se, other than :,ueh as are herembefore excepted, member of Con-
with any member of [ or delegate to] Congress, shall he deemed guilty of gress. 
a misdemeanor, and shall he fined three thousand dollars. ~2-l_A_p-ri-l,-1-80_8_,-c. 

48, ~. 4, v. 2, p. 484. 2i Pd,., 18i7, c. 69, r. 19, 7>. 2-}!). 



738 TITLE XLIII.-PUBLIC CONTRACTS. 

Deposit of con- SEC. 3743. All contracts to he made, by virtue of any law, and requir-
tracui. _____ ing the advance of money, or in any manner connected with the settle-

16 ,July, 1798, e. ment of public accounts, shall be deposited in the office of the First 
85, s. 6, v. 1, p. 610. Comptroller of the Treasury of the C nited 8tates, [the Second Comp-

27 Feb., 1~77, c. troller of the Treasury of the United States, or the Commis,;ionPr of 
69, r. 19, P· - 49• C t· I d. t th t th f ] "ti • • t ustoms, respec 1ve y, accor mg o e na ure - ereo , w1 1111 nme y 

davs after their respective dates .. 
. Co~tracts to be SEC. 3744. It shall be the dutv of the Secretary of "\Var, of the See-
m wntmg. retary of the Na\·y, and of the Secretary of the Interior, to cause and 

2 June, 1862, c. require every contract made by them severally on behalf of the Govem­
!l:1, s. l, v.12, P· 41L ment, or by their officers under them appointed to make such eon-

Lind~le~:;._ i;_-s., tracts, t-0 be reduced to writing, and signed by the contracting P.arties 
4C:.CI_s.,j59; Bur- with t]ieir na~es at th~ ei:id thereof; a copy of whieh shall he file_d hy 
ehiel 1. l. S., 4 C. the offieer makmg and s1gnmg the contract m the Returns Office of the 
~~;"' e~~\_: Btn 5 D<'partment of the Interior, as soon after the contract is made as pos­
e. Cl~ .. 65;. s~ia-siblc, and within thirty days, together with all bids, offers, and proposnl~ 
mon r. 1:. S., 19 to him made by persons to obtain the same, and with a copy of anv 
Wall., li; ?unes's advertisement he may have published inviting bids, offers, or propo,-afs 
f~_;<e, 11 ( • Cls., for the same. All the copies and papers in relation to ea1.•h contract 
.,,,. ;.:hall be attached together by a ribbon and seal, and marked by numbers 

in regular order. according to the number of papers composing the 
whole return. [See§§ ;;12-:.to.J 

Oath tut:'ontract. S1<:c. 37-15. It shall be the further duty of the officer, before making 
Il,i,l., ,. '.?. his n•turn, according to the preceding section, to affix to the same his 

affidavit in the following form, swom to before some magistrate htff­
ing authority to administer oaths: "I do solemnlv swear (or affirm) that 
the copy of contract hereto annexed is an exact copy of a contmct made 
by me personally with---; that I made the same fairly without any 
benefit or advantage to myself, or allowing any such benefit or advantage 
corruptly to the said---, or any other person; and that the paper,; 
accompanying include all those relating- to the imid contract, 118 rl'quircd 
by the statute in sut?h case !nade and provided." 

Penattyforomit- SEC. 37-16. Every officer who makes any contract, and fails or nf'g]eet:-
ting returns. to make return of the same, according to the provisions of the two pre­
--Ihi,l., ~-:i-.-~ ceding sections, unless from unavoidable accident or causes not within 

his control, shall he deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and ,;hall he tined 
not less than one hundred dollars nor more than five hundred, and impris­
oned not more than six months. 

ln~trnctione. SEC. 3747. It shall he the duty of the Secretary of War, of the Secrc­
ll; 1 -----~~~ tary of the Navy, and of the SecrPtary of the Interior to furnish 1.wery 

,H ·• s. • • officer appointed by them with authority to make contracts on behalf of 
the Government with a printed letter of instructions, setting forth tlw 
duties of such officer, under the two preceding sections, and also to fur­
nish therewith forms, printed in blank, of contracts to be made, and thf' 
affidavit of returns required to be affixed thereto, so that all the in:-.trn­
ments may be as nearly uniform as posl'.lible. 
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