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. SEC. 3466. ,vhenever any person indebted to the United States is . Priority estab­
msolvent, or whenever the estate of any deceased debtor, in the hands of hshed. 
the executors or administrators, is insufficient to pay all the debts due - 3-M-ar--,- 79-7-c 
from the deceased, the debts due to the United States shall be first satis- 20, s: 5, .. .,:: 1, p. 515: 
fie~; and the priority h~reby established shall extend as 'Yell to cases in 2 M~., 1799, c. 
which a debtor, not havmg sufficient property to pay all his debts, makes 22,s.65,v.1,p.676. 
a voluntary assignment thereof, or in which the estate and effects of an U. s. v. Fisher, 2 
absconding, concealed, or absent debtor are attached by process of law, Cr., 358; U. s. v. 
as to cases in which an act of bankruptcy is committed. HH~' 3 C

8
r.
1
, 73; 

• amson v. erry, 
5 Cr., 289; Prince t·. Bartlett, 8 Cr., 431; U. S. r. Bryan, 9 Cr., 374; Thelusson t•. Smith, 
2 Wh., 396; r. S. v. Howland, 4 Wh., 108; Conad v. Insurance Company, 1 Pet., 386; 
Hunter v. U. 8., 5 Pet., 173; U.S. t'. State Bank, 6 Pet., 29; U. 8. v. Hack, 8 Pet., 271; 
Brent, •. Bank of Washington, 10 Pet., 596; Beaston t•: Farmers' Bank, 12 Pet., 102; U. 
S. r. Herron, 20 Wall., 251; Bayne et al., Trustees, t•. U. 8., 93 U. S., 642. 

SEC. 3467. Every executor, administrator, or assignee, or other person, Liability of ex­
who pays anv debt due by the person or e..<1tate from whom or for which ecutors, &c. 
he acts, before he satisfies and pays the debts due to the United States 2 Mar., 1799, c. 
from such person or estate, shall become answerable in his own person 22, s. 65, v. 1, p. 676. 
and estate for the debts so due to the United States, or for so much tbereof Field v. u. s., 9 
as mav remain due and unpaid. [Sees 6101.1 Pet., 182; Brent v. 

• Bank of Washington, 10 Pet., 596. 

SEC. 3468. Whenever the principal in any bond given to the United . Priority of sure­
States is insolvent, or whenever, such princ.ipal being deceas_e~, his estate _ti_es_·-=----­
and effects which come to the hands of his executor, admm1strator, or 2 Mar., 1799, c. 
assignee, are insufficient for the payment of his debts, and2 i_n either of 22,s.65,v.l:P- 676. 
such cases, any surety on the bond, or the executor, admm1strator, or U.S. i•: Fisher, 2 
assignee of tmch surety pavs to the United States the money due upon ~~ 35i• & 8•73: 
sucli bond, such surety, his executor, administrator, or assignee, shall Prine~ v. Bartlet~ 
have the like priority for the recovery and receipt of the moneys out of 8 Cr., 431; U.S. v. 
the est.ate and effects of such insolvent or deceailed principal as is secured B~ani 9 Cr., 374; 
to the United States; and may bring and maintain a suit upon the bond. ~mith ~ Wh O 

~96: 
in law or equity, in his own name, for the recovery of all moneys paid u. s. ~-Ho~iand: 
thereon. 4 Wh., 108; Conad 

v. Insurance Company,_! Pet., 439; Hunter v. U.S., 5 Pet.1 173; Child v .. Shoemaker, 1 
Wuh., 494; U. S. v. King, Wall., C. C., 12; Johns v. Broahag, 1 Cr. C. C., 235. 
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Compromise. SEC. 3469 .. Upon a report by a d!str_ict attorney, or ~n~· spe~ial attorney 
- 31\lar.~ 86:3,e. 76, or aient h~v111g char~e. of any claim 1_11 favor of the l 111ted States 1 lihow­
s. 10, "· 12, p. i40. ing m detail the cond1t10n of such clann, and the terms upon wh1eh the 

• 
8 

G same may he compromised, and recommending that it hr compromised 
U ' r eorge • tI d d I .1 t' f th S 1· 't 6 Bl~kh.', 406. ' upon the terms so o ere , an UJ?Oll t ie recomm_enua ton _o e ~ o 1e1 or 

of the Treasury, the Seeretary of the TreasmT 1s authonze<l to compro­
mise such elai1n accordingly .• But the provi,;ions of this ;;ection shall not 
apply to any claim arising undH the _postal laws. . r . , 

Purchaseon<:'xe- SEC. 3-! 70. At even· sale, on execut10n, at the smt of the l mted States, 
cu.tion. of lands or tenement; of a debtor, the l' nitetl States may, by i-;uch agent 
26 :i1~ 1824 - as the Solicitor of the Treasury shall appoint, become tlw purcha,;er 
172, 8~ 2~~:. 4, p. 5t thereof; but in no case shall the agent bid 111 he half of the l' nited States 

a greater amount than that of the judgment for which such estate may 
be exposed to sale, and the costs. Whenever sueh purchase is made. 
the marshal of the district in which the sale is held shall make all needful 
convevanees, assignments, or transfers to the United States. 

Dischargeofpoor SEC. 3-171. Any person imprisoned upon exeeution issuing from any 
debtor by Secre- court of the Cnited States, for a debt due to the Vnited States, which he 
tary of the Treas- is unable to pay, may, at any time after commitment, make application, 
1:1"Y· ______ - in writing, to the Secretary of the Treasury, stating the circumstances of 

6 June, 1798, <·. his case, and hi:; inability to discharge the deht; and thereupon the See­
!~i 8~J2 

3, "· 1 • PP· retary may make, or require to he made, an examination and inquiry into 
0 

' • the circumstances of the debtor, by the oath of the debtor, which the Sec­
U. S. r. Stans- retarv or anv other person bY him speciallv appointed is authorized to 

hury 1 Pet 573· • ' • • • ' 
T ~' • ·• ' administer, or otherwise, as the Seeretarv shall deem necessary and expe-
~ -p~/· 1~~,r~~'. client, to ascertain the truth; and upon p1:oof made to his sati,;faction, that 
terr. l".S.,'5Pet., the debtor is unable to pay the debt forwhich he i,; in1prisoned,andthat 
173; r. ~-,·. Stur- he has not eoneealed or made any eonn•yance of his estate, in tru,;t, for 
ges, 1 Pame, 525• himself, or with an intent to defraud the Vnited State1,1, or to deprive 

them of their legal priority, the Secretary is authorized to receive from 
such debtor any deed, assignment, or conveyance of his real or per:;onal 
estate. or any eollateral securitv, to the use of the CnitedState1,1. Cpon 
a compliance by the debtor wrtf1 such terp·s and conditions ai; the Secre­
tary may judge rea:;onable and proper, the Secretary must issue his order, 
under hi:; hand, to the keeper of the prison, directing him to discharge 
the debtor from his imprisonment under such execution. The debtor 
shall not be liable to be imprisoned again for the debt; but the judg­
ment shall remain in force, and may be satisfied out of any estate which 
may t_hen, or at any time afterward, belong to the debtor. The henefit 
of tlus section :;hall not he extended to any person imprisoned for any 
fine, forfeiture, or penalty, incurred hv a hreach of anv law of th<' Cnited 
States, or for moneys had and received by any oflic~e1·, agent, 01· other 
person, for their use; nor shall its prodsion,; extend to anv claim arising 
under the postal laws. • 

Discharge by .the SEC. :H 7::3. \Yheneyer any person is imprisoned upon execution for a 
President. debt due to the United States, which he is unable to pay, and his case 

3 Mar., 1817, e. Js such as does not authori'."e his d~scharge hy the Secreta~·y <;>f the 
11-1, v. 3, p. 399. Treasury, under the prrcedmg section, he may make apphcat10n to 
------ the President, who, upon proof made to his satisfaction that the debtor 
8 ,¥~t\:~ggold, is unable to pay the debt, and upon a compliance by the debtor with such 

terms and conditions as the President shall deem proper may order the 
discharge of such debtor from his imprisonment. The debtor shall not 
be liable t? b~ imprisoned again for the same debt; hut the judgment 
shall remam m force, and may be satisfied out of anv estate which may 
then, or at any time afterward, belong to the debtor: 

Dutiesando~her Sim 3~73. A~l. dutie.,; on. imports sh~ll be paid in gold and ,-,ilver coin 
debts t~ Dinted only, lcom cert1tieates] or m demand Treasury notes issued under the 
States, lil t whlat authority of the acts of .T uly seventeen eighteen hundred and sixtv-one 
r,urrency o )e h fi d F I , . • J • 
paid. e apter ve; an e )l'llary tweln\,, mghteen hundred and sixty-two, 

GA 1846 90 ehapter t~enty; and all_ taxc:,; and all other dehts and demand:,; than 
s. 18,u~:•9, p.'ii' dutte~ o~ imports, ac~nung ~n- h~coming due to the CnitPd Stntm1, shall 

23 Dec., 1857 (". he paid 111 gc?ld and silver com, 'I reusury notes, United States notes, or 
1, s.6, v.11, p. 258. notes of nat10nal banks; fo11d 11pu11 e't'ery l!uc/1 JHiyme11t £·redit Hliatl bu 
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qive1:fo~' tliearnount of pri'.ncipaland interest d11eon rmy Trewmry note uot _ Ii July, 1861, e. 
rece11ced m payment 011 th, 0 doywlientlw 8au,e a1'1"1'ecei1wl. l [S•• ss ~;;ta11t1 :1009.J ",~-I, v. 12, P; 25!1. 

, • 5 Au~ .. 1861, C'. 
46, s. 5, v. 12, p. ,H3. 12 Feb., 1862, c. 20, v. 12, p. 338. 25 Feb., 1862, c. :l3, s~. I,"· v. 12, 
pp. !H5, 346. LL July, 1862, c. 142, H. I, Y. 12, p. 5!:12. :l l\lar., 186::1, c. i3, ~H. -:l .~ ,·. 12 
pP- 71?, 71!· :1 ~~ne, ~864, c. 106, s. 23, )·· 13, p. 106. :?o June, 1864, e. 1 i:?, s. :l_ / rn, p'. 
218. 27 J<eb., 18, 1, c. 6!1, r. Hl,p. 249.-Savage, executrix, r. l;. S., 92 U.S., -182. 

SEC. 347-1. No gold or sih-er other than coin of ,-.tamla)'(} fineness of What rnin rP-
the lJnilPd State:-, shall be receivahle in payment of duC's to the L:nited cPirnhle. _ 
States, except as provided in section twentv-three hundrP<l and ."ixt\·-six :ii A~g., lH.52, e. 
'f"tl ., P L " d • t· th'· • I d d • • ' 108 ~-2 "- 10 PP• 1 e UBLIC ANDS, an Ill sec 1011 1rtv-ti,-e mn re and ,-1xtv- fl" 98 ' • 
seven, Title "COINAGE, WEIGHTS, AND 11EASGHEs.'' • 'ziF~b.,18,~i,e.56; 

s~. 2, :1, v. 11, p. 11m. 
SEC. 3475. The notes of national banks shall hl' re{'eivP<l at par for all Xational . hank 

d(!~tts danS~tadtemands owt i!1gt by tthe U nhited Sbta
1
_te:-d· tbo any rersodn with!n the }~rt<l:bt~

1i:r;;1:i,'i 
m £ . es, excep m eres on t e pu 1c e t, or m re empt10n of StatP8 , exc" ,t. 

the nat10nal currency. [See§ ;;1s2.J ____ 1 

:i June, 1864, C'. 106, s. 23, v. 1:l, p. 106. 

SEC. 347!3. Treasury notes ?earing interest may he paid to any creditor Treasury notes 
of the Umted States at thell' face value, excluding interest, or to any pay~h.le fo: debts 
creditor willing to receiYe them at par, including interest. • of 1 mtedS!ate8. 

H :\Jar., 1863, c. 73, ~-2, v. 12, p. iJO. 30 June, 1864, t·. 172, s. 2, v. 13, p. 218. 

SEc. 3-177. All transfers and assignments made of any claim upon the Assignment.~ of 
United States, or of any part or share thereof, or interest therein, whether claims voi<l, un­
absolute or conditional, and whatever may be the consideration therefor. Jes~, &c. _ _ _ __ 
and all powers of attorney, orders, or other authorities for receivi.ng pay- 29 July, 18-16, e. 
ment of an,· :-;«ch claim or of anv part or share thereof shall be abso- 66, ,·. 9, P· 41. 

• , , • ' 9 6 FPh 18.53 e 
lutdy null and void, unless th~y ar~ freely m_ade and executed in the 8(s.l,v .• io,p.I'i0: 
presenee of at least two attestmg witnesses, after the allowance of such . . --
a elaim, the ascertainment of the amount due, and the issuing of a war- I-mes"· 1 ; S., 1 

t f th t th f S ht f . d C. Cls., 12; Cooper 
ran or e paymen ereo . uc ,rans ers, assignment'!, an powers i-. r. R, 1 c. Cls., 
of attorney, must recite the warrant for payment, and must be acknowl- 8.5; Cow,·. e. s., 3 
e<lged by the person making them, before an officer having authority to C. (_Jls., 6-J;, Trist 1·. 

take acknowledgments of deeds and shall be certified hY the officer· and Child,2l" all.Ml;• 
·t t b th t'fi , h t h ffi • h • f' I Lawrenee , •• U.S., 1 mus appear y e cer I cate t a t e o cer, at t e time o t 1e 8 c. Cls., 252; Ca-
acknowledgment, 1·ea<l and fully explained the transfer, assignment, or wn,lor's Case, 8 C. 
wa1Tant of attorney to the person acknowlC'dging the same. Cle., 281. 

SEC. 3-!,8. Any person prosecuting claims, eithC'r as attorney or on hi:-; Oath l?Y per~ons 
own account. hefore any of the Departments or Bureaus of the United 1~ro"eeu~ngclaims. 
States, shall be required to take the oath of allegiance, and to support 17 July, 1862, <·. 
the Constitution of th~ United States, as required of persons in the ci\'il 205,s.l,v.12,p.610. 
service. [See§ i.;;o, i.;,1.J 

SEc. 3-!79. The oath proddC'd for in the preceding section may he Whomayadmi11-
taken before any justice of the peacP. notary public, or other person who ister the oath. 
is legally authorized to administer an oath in the State or district where ~ i; J~ly,1862;-('. 
the same may he admini,;tered. 205,s.2,v.12,p.610. 

SEc. 3-180: It shall be unlawful for any officer to pay any account, claim, _Claims of disloy-
or demand against the Cnitcd States which accrued or existed prior to al!Fts. ____ _ 
the thirteenth day of April, eighteen hundred and sixty-one, in farnr of 2:\Iar.,186i,Re~. 
any person who promoted, encouraged, or in any manner su,-.tained the 46: v. 14, p. 57_!. 
late rebellion, or in favor of !Ill\' person who during such rebellion was .{ .liar., is,z. ,. 

k d I • d d" • ti • f f ·t 105 t·. 19 p. 36~. not nown to he oppose t 1ereto, an 1stmc y m a\'0r o 1 s suppres- ' ' 
sion; and no pardon heretofore gTanted, or hereafter to he granted, shall 
authorize the payment of such account, elaim. or demand, until this sec-
tion is modified or repealed. But this section 8hall not be-<'onstmed to 
prohibit the payment of claim8 founded upon {'Ontracts made by any of 
the Departments, where such elaims were assigned or eontracted to he 
assigned prior to the first day of April, eightPPn hundred and sixty-one, 
to the creditors of ::mch contractori;, loyal citizens of loyal States, in pa~·-
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ment of debts incurred prior to the first day of March, eighteen hundred 
and sixty-one. 

By the act of March 3, 1877, c. 105, v. 19, p. 362, provision was made 
for the payment of the amounts due to mail-contractors for mail­
service performed in the States recently in rebellion, and before said 
States res{IE'ctively engaged in war against the United States; and 
the provisions of this section of the Revised Statutes were declared 
to be not applicable to the payments therein authorized. 

Retention of SEC. 3481. Whenever any State is in default in the payment of interest 
!fiOney due States or principal on investments in stocks or bonds issued or guaranteed by 
m default.~-- such State, and held by the United States in trust, the Secretary of the 

25 Mar., 18~0, c. Treasury shall retain the whole, or so much thereof as may be necessary, 
30, v. 16, P· 7,. of any moneys due on any account from the United States to such 

State, and apply the same to the payment of such principal and interest, 
or either, or to the re-imbursement, with interest thereon, of moneys ad­
vanced by the United States on account of interest due on such stocks 
or bonds. 

Payment to offi- SEc. 3482. Any field, or staff, or other officer, mounted militiaman, 
cers for horses lost volunteer, ranger, or cavalryman, engaged in the military service of the 
i~ ba!tle, ~c:-__ _ United States, who sustains damage without any fault or negligence on 

3 Mar., 1849, c. his part, while in the service, by the Joss of a horse in battle, or bv the 
129, s.1, Y.9, p.414. loss of a horse wounded in battle, which dies of the wound, or wbich, 

22 .lune, l8i4, , •• being so wounded, is abandoned hy order of his officer and lost, or who 
~95, , •• 18• 1'· 193• sustains damage by the loss of any horse hy death or abandonment be­

Shaw'sCase, SC. cause of the unavoidable dangers of the sea, when on board a United 
Cls., 488• States transport vessel, or because the United States fails to supply 

transportation for the horse, and the owner is compelled by the order of 
his commanding officer to embark and leave him, or in consequence of 
the United States failing to supply sufficient forage, or becamm the rider 
is dismounted and separated from his horse and ordered to do duty on 
foot at a station detached from his horse, or when the officer in the im­
mediate command orders the horse turned out to graze in the woods, 
prairies, or commons, becarnm the United States fails to supply sufficient 
forage, and the loss is consequent thereon, or for the loss of nece88ary 
equipage, in consequence of the lo'ls of his horse, shall be allowed and 
paid the value thereof, not to exceed two hundred dollars. Butanypav­
ment which is made to any one for the nse and risk, or for forage, after the 
death, loss, or abandonment of his horse, Rhall be deducted from the 
value thereof, unless he satisfies the pavmaster at the time he makes the 
payment, or thereafter shows, hy prnof: that he was remounted, in which 
case the deduction shall onlv extend to the time he was on foot. And 
any payment made to any person above mentioned, on account of clothing 
to which he is not entitled by law, shall be deducted from the value of 
his horse or accouterments. [llt-tl s •.m.J 

Paymentforprop- 8Ec. 3483. Every person who sustains damage by the capture or de­
er!,)'. lost wh\le m struction by an enemy, or by the abandonment or destruction by the 
~li~!~Y_!lrvwe:_ _ order of the commanding general, the comman~ing officer, or quarter-

3 Mar., 1849, c. master, of any horse, mule, ox, wagon, cart, sleigh, harness, stcamhoat 
129,s. 2, v.9, p. 411>. or other vessel, railroad-engine or railroad-car, while such propertv is in 
78 

3 ~ar., 1~863
74;· the military service, either by impressment or contract; or who sustains 

~'-
8
---'~_:_----'..!:___ _ _:_ damage by the death or abandonment and loss of any horse, mule, or 

Stuart 1'· U. s., ox ,while in the service in consequence of the failure on the part of the 
l& Wall., 84• United States to furnish the same with sufficient forage, or whose horse, 

mule, ox, wagon, cart, boat, sleigh, harness, vessel, railroad-engine, or 
railroad-car is lost or destroyed by unavoidable accident while such 
property 1s in the service, shall be allowed and paid the value thereof at 
the time when such property was taken into the service, except in cases 
where the risk to which the property would he exposed was agreed to be 
incurred by the owner: Prrnrided, it appears that such loss, capture, 
abandonment, destruction, or death was without any fault or negligence 
on the part of the owner of the property, and while the property was 
actually employed in the service of the United States. 
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SEc. 3484. The two preceding sections shall extend to all cases of the Payment, for 
loss of horses by any officer, non-commissioned officer or private in the horses 10st by cap--
military sen·ice of the C nited States, while in the line ~f his duty in such t_u_re_. ____ _ 
service, by captur.e ?Y the enemy, whenever it shall appear that such 25 June, 1864, c. 
officer. non-commissioned officer, or private was ordered by his superior 150, v. 13, P· 182• 
officer to surrender to the enemy, and such capture was made in pur-
suance of such surrender. 

SEc. 3!85. \~hene.ver any horse_is c~mdemned by a board of officers, Paymentforcon­
o~ ~count of his unfitness for sernce, m consequence of the Government de~nedhorsesand 
fa1hng _to supply fo~ge, such horse and his equipage shall be allowed equipage. 
and paid for: .I'r&_i"lded, It shall be proven, by satisfactory evidence, 3 Mar., 1849, c. 
whether oral or written, that the condemned horse and the equipage were 129,s. 7, v. 9, p. 416. 
turned over to a quartermaster of the Army, whether anv receipt there-
for was given and produced, or not. • 

SEc. 3!86. ,vhen any minor engaged in the military service of the Paymenttoguar­
Cnited States, and p~ovided with a hor~ or ~quipn.1ents, or with military dian f_or h<?rse l~t 
accouterments, by his parent or guardian, dies, without paying for the by ~mo~ m m1h­
property, and the same is lost, captured, destroved, or abandoned in the tary ce_r_vi_c_e. __ 
manner before mentioned, such parent or guardian shall be allowed pay 3 Mar., 1849, c. 
therefor, on making satisfactory proof, as in other cases, and the further 129, 8• 5, v.9,p.415. 
proof that he is entitled thereto by having furnished the same. 

SEc. 34:Si. ,Yhen any person other than a minor, engaged in the mili- Payment to 
tary service, is provided with a horse or equipments, or with military own~r for horse 
accouterments bv anv person beinrn the owner thereof who takes the ~um1s_hed and !ost 

• , • •• , . • ' . 1n m1htarvserv1ce. 
risk of such horse, eqmpments, or mi itary accouterments, on himself, and • 
the same is lost, captured, destroyed, or abandoned, in the manner before 

1
:J Mar., 1849, c. 

mentioned, such owner shall be allowed pay therefor, on makini satisfac- 's. 6• v.9,p.4 16• 
tory proof, as in other cases, and the further proof that he is entitled 
thereto, by having furnbhed the same, and having taken the risk on 
himself. 

SEC. 3488. In executing so much of the preceding sections as provides Third Auditor 
for payment for steam~t-, ~nd oth~~ vessels, ~nd railroaj .engines or may take testi­
cars, lost or destroyed while m tlie military service of the U mted States, ~:? & to steam-
the Third Auditor of the Treasury is authorized, in person, or in such ' c. 
manner as he may deem most compatible with the public interests, to 

14
~5 June, 1864, c. 

fake testimony, and make such investigations as he may deem necessary 160: s. 6• v. 13• p. 

in adjudicating claims; and for such necessary expenses incurred therein, 
payment may be made upon proper vouchers, certified and approved by 
the Third Auditor. 

SEc. 3!89. No claims against the United States, for collecting, drilling, C~aims for col­
or organizing volunteers for the war of the rebellion, shall be audited or lectmg, &c., volun­
paid unless presented before the thirtieth day of J 11ne, eighteen hundred ~1h for tf::itar 
and sev~nty-four. No claims for horses lost priortot~efirstdarof Jan- and fir ~rset~ 
uarv, eighteen hundred and seventy-two, shall be audited or paid unless be presented prior 
presented before the thirtieth day of June, eighteen hundred and seventy- to June 30, 1874. 
four. 3 Mar., 1873, c. 

226,s.l, v.17,p.500. 
SEC. 3490. Any ~rson not in the military or naval forces of the United Liability of ~r­

States or in the militia called into or actually employed in the service of 81n~ makmg . alse 
the U-~ited States, who shall do or commit any of the act" prohibited by U~i:J st!:~rnat 

any of the provisions of section fifty-four hu.ndred and thirty-eight, Title • 
"CRIMES' shall forfeit 11,nd pav to the United States the sum of two 2 Mar., 1863, c. 
thousancl'dollars, and, in addition., do~ble the amount of ?amages which 57,s.3,v.l

2
,P·

698
• 

the United States may have sustamed oy re~on of the doing or commit-
ting such act, together wi~h the costs o~ suit; and such forfeiture and 
damages shall be sued for m the same smt. 

SEC. 3491. The several district courts of the U: niU:d States, the Supreme __ ~uits for same. 
Court of the District of Columbia, the several district courts of the Tern- 2 Mar. 1863 c. 
tories of the United States, within whose jurisdictional limits the person 67, s. 4, v.'12,p.698. 
doing or committing such act shall be found, shall, whe1·esoever such act 
may have been done or commit~d, have full. power and jurisdiction to 
hear, try, and determine such smt .. Such smt may be brought and car-
ried on by any person, as well for hnnself as for the Umted States; the 
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same shall be at the sole cost and charge of such person, and shall be in 
the name of the United States, but shall not be withdrawn or discontinued 
without the consent, in writing, of the judge of the court and the district 
attorney, first filed in the case, setting forth their reasons fpr sueh 
consent. 

Duty of district SEc. 3492. It shall be the duty .of the several district attorneys of the 
attorneya st osuch United States for the respective districts, for the District of Columbia, 
cases. and for the several Territories, to be diligent in inquirin~ into any viola­
~2 Mar., 1863, c. tion of the provisions of section thirty-four hundred and nmety by persons 

61 • 8• 
5, v.l 2, P· 698• liable to such suit, and found within their respective districts or Terri­

tories, and to cause them to he proceeded against in due form of law for 
the recovery of such forfeiture and damages. And such person may be 
arrested and held to bail in such sum as the district judge may order, 
not exceeding the sum of two thousand dollars, and twice the amount of 
the damages sworn to in the affidavit of the person bringing the suit. 

Rights of per- SEC. 3493. The person bringing said suit and prosecuting it to final 
sons pr_esenting judgment shall be entitled to receive one-half the amount of such for­
such &mts. feiture, as well as one-half the amount of the damages he shall recover 

2 Mar., 1863, c. and collect; and the other half thereof shall belong to and be paid 
67, s. 6, v.12, p.698. over to the United States; and such person shall be entitled to receive 

to his own use all costs the court may award against the defendant, to 
be allowed and taxed according to any provision of law or rule of court 
in force, or that shall be in force in suits between ;private parties in 
said court: Provided, That such person shall be hable for all costs 
incurred by himself in the case, and shall have no claim therefor on the 
United States. 

Limitation o f SEC. 3494. Every such suit shall be commenced within six years from 
suit. the commission of the act, and not afterward. 

Ibid., s. 7. 
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