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TITLE XXX. 
NATURALIZATION. 

Sec. Sec. 
2165. Aliens, how naturalised. 2171. Alien enemies not admitted. 
2166. Aliens honorably discharged from 2172. Children of pel'80D8 naturalized un-

military service. der certain laws to be citizens. 
2167. Minor residents. 2173. Police court of District of Columbia 
2168. Widow and children of declarants. has no power to naturalize foreign-
2169. Aliens of African nativitv and de- , ers. 

scent. • •
1

, 2174. Naturalization of seamen. 
2170. Residence of five years in United , 

States. 

Aliew, how nat- SEC. 2165.. An alien may be admitted to become a citizen of the United 
uralized. States in the following manner, and not otherwise: 

. First. He shall declare on oath, before a circuit or district court of the 
. ~\aration ° f United States. or a district or 8Upreme court of the Territories, or a court 
m n wn. of record of 'any of the States having common-law jurisdiction, and a 

l4April 1802 <·. seal and clerk, two years, at least, prior to his admission, that it is bona 
28, 88.1, 3, ~- 2, pp. fide his intention to become a citizen of the U oited States, and to 1-enounce 
153, 155, forever all allegiance and fidelity to any foreign prince, potentate, state, 

1J6 ;~ay'..; !82\~- or sovere~gnty, and, ~rticular~y, by name, to the _prince,J~:>tentate, st;ate, 
1' Feb:, 1sil~-5: or sovereignty of which the ahen may be at the time a citizen or subJect. 

v. 19, p. 2.-Campbell ,,. Gordon, 6 Cr., 176; Stark v. Chesapeake Ins. Co., 7 Cr., 420; 
Chirack t·. Chirack, 2 Wh., 259; Osborn r. United States Bank, 9 Wh., 827; Spratt t'. 
Spratt, 4 Pet., 393. 

Oath ~ support Second. He shall, at the time of his application to be admitted, declare, 
theCo~stitutionof on oath, before some one of the courts above s~ified. that he will sup
th e Um~~~ta~. port the Constitution of the United States, and that he absolutely and 

14 April, 1802, c·. entirely renounces and abjures all allegiance and fidelity to every foreign 
28, 8• 

1, v • 2, P· 153• prince potentate state or sovereign tu· and ~rticularlv bv name to ' , ' .. , ·' ' ., , .. ' 
the prince, potentate, state, or sovereigntv o which he wlls before a 
citizen or subject; which proceedings shalt be recorded by the clerk of 
the court. 

~esidence in Thiro. It shall be made to appear to the satisfaction of the court 
~~~ st dtee~ admitting such alien that h-3 has resided within the United States five 
moral'ch:racter. yeal'S at least, and within the State or Territory where such court is at 

the time held, one year at least; and that during that time be has behaved 
as a man of a good moral character, attached to the principles of the Con
stitution of the United States, and well disposed to the good order and 
happiness of the same; but the oath of the applicant shall in no case be 
allowed to prove his residence. 

Titleeofnobility Fourth. In case the alien applying to be admitted to citizenship has 
t.o be renounced. borne any hereditary title, or been of any of the orders of nohihty in 

the kingdom 01· state_ from which he came, he shall, in addition to the 
above requisites, make an express renunciation of his title or order of 
nobility in the court to which his application is made, and his renuncia
tion shall be recorded in the court. 

i/~ns O:~i!J . Jfif~h •. Any alien w~o w~ residing within the lim~ts and under the 
States before 29 1unsd1chon of the Umted States before the twenty-moth day of Janu
January, 1796. ary, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five, may be admitted to 

beco!Ile a citizen, on due proof made to some one of the courts above 
specified, that _he has resided two years, at least, within the jurisdic
ti_?n of ~be !Jmted_ States, and one year, at least, immediately preceding 
hts apphcation, w1th1n the State or Te1Titory where such court is at 
the tl!fle _held; and on ~is declaring on oath that he will support the 
Constitution of the U mted States, and that he abeolutelv and entirely 
•~nounces and abjures all. allegiance and. fidelity to any foreign pr!nce, 
potentate, state, or soveret~nty, and, particularly, by name, to the pnnce, 
potentate, state, or soveretgnty whereof he was before a citizen or sub-



'I'rrLE xxx.-NA TURALIZATION. 379 

ject; and, also, on its appearing to the satisfaction of the court, that 
auring such term of two yea.rs he has behaved as a man of good moral 
character, attached to the Constitution of the United States, and well 
disposed to the good order and happiness of the same; and where the 
alien, applying for admission to citizenship, has borne any hereditary 
title, or been of any of the orders of nobility i'h the kingdom or state 
from which he came, on his, moreover, makmg in the court an ex{>ress 
renunciation of his title or order of nobility. All of the proceedrngs, 
required in this condition to be performed in the court, shall be recorded 
by the clerk thereof. 

Sixth. Any alien who was residing within the limits and under the Pel'l!Ons residing 
jurisdiction of the United States, between the eighteenth day of June, between 18 June, 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight, and the eighteenth day 1798, and l8June, 
of June, one thousand eight hundred and twelve, and who has continued 1

~~- ______ _ 
to reside within the same, may be admitted to become a citizen of the 22 Mar., 1816, c. 
{! nited Sbetates withohut bhaving ma.de any previous dC<?laration of ~is in ten- 3\1 ii:~. \f 2f5:: 
tion to come sue ; ut whenever any person, without a certificate of 116 8 2 ,.' 4 P 310 
such declaration of intention, make:J application to be admitted a citizen, ' • ' • ' • • 
it must be proved to the sa.tisfaction of the court, that the applicant was 
residing within the limits and under the jurisdiction of the United States 
befor~ the eighteenth dav of .June, one thousand eight hundred and 
twelve, and has continued to reside within the same; and the residence 
of the a_r,plicant within the limits and under the jurisdiction of the 
United States, for at least five years immediately preceding the time of 
such application, must be rroved by the oath of citizens of the United 
States, which citizens shal be named in the record as witnesses; and 
such continued residence within the limits and under the jurisdiction of 
the United States, when satisfactorily proved, and the place where the 
applicant has resided for at least five years, shall be stated and set forth, 
together with the names of such citizens, in the record of the court 
admitting the applicant; otherwise the same shall not entitle him to be 
considered and deemed a citizen of the United Statel'l. [Be it enacted Decla~tion. for 
by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of naturalization, 
America in Congress assembled, That the declaration of intention to be- how made. . 
come a citizen of the United States, reci.,uired by section two thousand one 1 Feb., 1876, c. 5, 
hundred and sixty five of the Revised Statutes of the United States, may 1

'· 
19• P· 2• 

be made by an alien before the clerk of any of the courts named in said 
section two thousand one hundred and sixty five; and all such declarations 
heretofore made before any such clerk are hereby declared as legal and 
valid as if made before one of the courts named in said section.] 

_SEC. 2166. Any alien, of the age of twenty-one years and upward, Alien~ honor
who has enlisted. or mav enlist in the armies of the United States ably _d_ischarged 
• h ' h ., ' f d h l b h ' from P11htarvserv-eit er the regu]ar or t e volunteer orces, an as )een, or may e ere- ice. • 

after, honorably discharged, shall be admitted to become a citizen of the -=-----··-
1; nited States, upon his petition, without any previous declaration of 'JJiJ' J';;[' ~8ff' c. 
his intention to become such; and he shall not be required to prove more 59i'. s. '' • ' p. 
than one vear's residence within the United States previous to his appli-
cation to become such citizen; and the court admitting such alien shall, 
in addition to such proof of residence and good moral character, as now 
provided by law, be satisfied by competent proof of such person's having 
been honorably discharged from the service of the United States. 

SEC. 2167. Anv alien, being under the age of twenty-one years, who Minorresidents. 
has resided in the United States three years next preceding his arriving 26 Mav 1s2-1 c. 
at that age) and who has co'!tinued ~ reside therein to the time he '?1ay 186, s. 1, ·;,.: 4, p. '69. 
make application to be admitted a citizen thereof, mav, after he arrives 
at the age of twent,r-one years, and after .he has ~esi~ect ~ve years w~thin 
the United States, mcluding the three years of his mmority, be admit!,ed 
a citizen of the United States, without having made the declaration 
required in the :first condition of section twenty-one hundred and sixty-
five; but such alien shall make the declaration required therein at the 
time of his admission; and shall further dec]are, on oath, an~ pr~ve to 
the satisfaction of the court, that, for two years next prece_dmg, it has 
been his bona-fide intention to become a citizen of the Umted States; 
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and he shall in all other respects comply with the laws in regard to nat-
uralization. . . 

Widowandchil- SEC. 2168. When any alien, who has complied with the first condition 
drenofdeclarants. specified in section twenty·?ne hundred an~ sixty-five, dies !>afore he is 

26 Mar., 1804, c. actually natura~~ed, the widow ~nd the children of such ah~n shall be 
47,s.2,v.2,p.293. considered as citizens of the Umted States, and shall be_ent1tled to all 

rights and privileges as such, upon taking the oaths proscnbed (a) by law. 
Aliens of African SEc. 2169. Th'ejrovisions of thill Title shall apply to aliens [being fr~e 

nativity and de- white persons, an to aliens] of African nativity and to persons of Afn-
scent. can descent. 

14 July, 1870, c. 254, e. 7, v. 16, p. 256. 18 Feb., 1875, c. 80, v. 18, p. 318. 
Residenceoffive SEc. 2170. No alien shall be admitted to become a citizen who has not 

ieare in Unit.ed for the continued term of five years next preceding his admission resided 
tates. within the United States. 
3 Mar., 1813, c. 42, s. 12, v. 2, p. 811. 
Alien. enemies SEc. 2171. No alien who is a native citizen or subject, or a denizen of 

not admitted. any country, state, <?r sov~rei~nty with which the ~ nited States are .at 
14April, 1802, c. war, at the time of his apphcation, shall be then admitted to become a e1t-

28,e. l, v. 2, ~-153. izen of the United States; but persons resident within the United States, 
36

30 Jlj1y, \J-3• c. or the Territories thereof, on the eighteenth day of June, in the year one 
'v. 'p. • thousand eight hundred and twelve, who had before that day made a 

declaration, according to law, of their intention to become citizens of the 
United States, or who were on that day entitled to become citizens with
out making such declaration, may be admitted to become citizens thereof, 
notwithstanding they were alien enemies at the time and in the manner 
prescribed by the laws heretofore passed on that subject; nor shall any
thing- herein contained be taken or construed to interfere with or prevent 
the a:pprehension and removal, agreeably to law, of any alien enemy at 
any time previous to the actual naturalization of such alien. 

Children of per- SEC. 2172. The children of persons who have been duly naturalized under 
::i n=i,_zed any law of the United States, or who, previous to the passing of any law 
to ~\~zens we on that subject, by the Government of the U nite<l States, may have become 

. • citizens of any one of the States, under the laws thereof, being under.the 
28

141Pn\ 1~~- age of twenty-one years at the time of the naturalization of their parents, 
' s. 'v. 'p. • shall, if dwelling in the United States, be considered as citizens thereof; 
Campbell v. Gor- and the ehildren of persons who now are, or have been, citizens of the 

dou, 6lr;, ~r~h- United States, shall, though born out of the limits and jurisdiction of the 
field is ·Blatch. United States, be considered as citizens thereof; but no person heretofore 
330.' ' proscribed by any State, or who has been legally convicted of having 

Joined the army of Great Britain during the Revolutionary War, shall be 
admitted to become a citizen without the consent of the legislatUl'e of the 

. State in which such person was proscribed . 
. Po~ice court of SEC. 2173. The police court of the District of Columbia shall have no 

~strict of Colum- po· wer to naturalize foreigners 
b1a has no power • 
to naturalize for-
eigners. 

17 June, 1870, c. 133, s. 5, v. 16, p. 154. 
Naturalization of SEc. 217 4. Every seaman, being a foreigner, who declares his intention 

seamen. of becoming a citizen of the United States in any competent court, and 
7 June, 1872, c. shall have served three years on board of a merchant-vessel of the United 

~• 8• 29, v. 17, P· States subsequent to the date of such declaration, may, on his application 
• to any competent court, and the production of his certificate of discharge 

and good conduct during that time, together with the certificate of his 
dec!aration of intention to become a citizen, be admitted a citizen of the 
Umted _States;_ and ~very seaman, be~n~ a foreigner, shall, after his 
declaration of mtention to become a citizen of the United States, and 
af~r he shall have served such three years, be deemed a citizen of the 
U mted States for the P.urpose of mannin~ and serving on board any mer
chant-vessel of the Umted States, anvthmg to the contrary in any act of 
Congr~s notwithstan~ing; J:>!1t such· seaman shall, for all purposes <?f 
protectt?n as a~ Am~mcan citizen, be deemed such, after the filing of his 
declaration of mtention to become such citizen. 

(a) Error in the Roll; should be prucribed. 
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