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TITLE III. 

THE PRERIDENT. 

CHAPTER ONE. 

PRESmEllTIAL ELECTIOllS. 

Sec. 
131. Time of appointing electors. 
132. Number of electors. 
13:{. Y 3.<'ancies in electoral college. 
134. Failure to make a choice on the ap­

pointed day. 
13.5. '.\leeting of ,,lectoral college. 
136. List of names of electors to be fur-

nished to them. 
mi. Manner of rnting. 
138. Certificates to he made and Figned. 
139. l'ertifieates to be sealed and indorsed. 
140. TransmiFsion of the certificates. 
141. When Secretarv of State shall send 

for district ju<ige's list. , 
142. Counting the electoral votes in Con- ; 

gress. 

Sec. 
143. Provision for absence of President of 

the Senate. 
144. :'.\1ileage of messengers. 
145. Forfeiture for meESenger's neglect of 

duty. 
146. Yacancv in both offices. 
14i. l\otification of yaean<"ies to be pub­

lished. 
148. Reouisites of notification. 
149. Time of holding election to fill va­

cancy. 
l;;(). Regulations for quadrennial election 

made applicable to election to fill 
vacancies. 

151. Resignation or refusal of office. 

Time of appoint- SEc. 131. Except in ease of a presidential election prior to the ordi­
ing electors. nary period. a,, specified in section,, one hundred and forty-seven to one 
~l '.\Iar:~17\l~, c.8, hundred and forty-nine, inclusin, when the offices of President and 
s. 1, v. 1, p. 2:{9. Vice-President both become ncant, the electors of President and Vice-

2:~ ~an., __ ~845, c. President shall he appointed, in each State, on the Tuesday next after 
1, '"·", P· •- 1:.._ . the first :Mondav in ~o,·emher, in everv fourth vear succeeding e,·erv 

29 Jan., 18 .. , ,. l . f p • 'd d \'" p .d. •. • 37, r. 19, p. 227. e ect10n o a res1 ent an • ice- res1 ent. [- s 0020.J 
~umber of elec- SEC. 132. The numher of electors shall be equal to the number of 

tors. Senators and Repr.esentath-es to which the seYeral States are by law 
1 liar.~ 1792,c. 8, entitl~d at t~e time when the President and ,:ice-Presid_ent to be ch~,,en 
11• 1, v. 1, p. 239. <"ome mto office: except, that where no apport10nment of Representatl\'es 

has been made after any C'numeration, at the time of choosing elector,-., 
the number of elector:; shall be aeeording to the then existing apportion­
ment of Senators and ReprC'sentatives. 

Vacancie,inelec- SEC. 133. Each State may, by law, provide for the filling of any vacan-
t~l college. cies which may occur in its college of electors when such college meets 

23 Jan., 1845, c. to give its electoral vote. 
1, \', 5, p. 721. 

Fai)ure to make SEC. 134. "Whenever anv State has held an election for the purpose of 
a choice on theap- h • d h ·f 'I d • • pointed day. c oosmg eleetors, an as a1 e t_o make a choice on the day ~resenbed 
- 23-Jau.;--1845, c. by law, the electors may be appomted on a subsequent day 111 ,mch a 

1, v. 5, P· 721. manner as the legislature of sueh State may direct. 
l\feetmg of ele('- SEC. 135. The electors for eaeh State shall meet and gi,·e their votes 

toral college. _ upon the first \\' ednesdav in December in the vear in which thev are 
- l )lar., 1792,-;:-:8, appointed, at such place: in Pach State, as the legislature of such ·state 
s. 2, v. 1, p. 2::19. shall direct. 

List of names of SEc. 136. It shall be the dutv of the executive of each State to causa 
el.ector,, to be fur- three lists of the names of the electors of such State to be made and 
mshe<l to th em. certi6ed, and to he <h•livered to the electors on or before the day on which 

U\far.,17~2,c.8, they are required. by the preceding section, to meet. • 
s .. l, v. I, p. -40 . 

. Manner of vot- SEC. 137. The electors shall vote for Pre,,dd(•nt and Vice-President. 
mg. _____ respectively, in the manner directed by the Con,:,titution. • 

26 )lar., 1804, c. 50 s. 1, v. 2, p. 295. 
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SEC. 138. The electors shall make and sign three certificates of all the Certificat~to be 
votes given bv them. each of which certificates shall contain two distinct made and Figned. 
lists, one of the votes for President, and the other of the votes for Vice- Dlar., li92,c.8, 
President, and shall annex to each of the certificates one of the list, of ss. 2, 3, v. 1, p. 239. 
the electors which shall have been furnished to them by direction of the 50 

26 ~la:·/~ 99~­
executh·e of the State. , 8 • • '· , P- ~ • 

SE<:. 139. The electors shall seal up the certificates so made by them, C,ertifieates to be 
and certify upon each that the lists of all the votes of such State given sealed and in­
for President, and of all the ,otes given for Vice-President, are contained dorsed. 
therein. 1 Mar., 1 i92, e. s. 

s. 2, v. 1, p. 239. 26 Mar., 1804, e. 50, s. 1, vol. 2, p. 295. 

SEC. 140. The electors shall dispose of the certificates thus made by Transmission of 
them in the following manner: the certificates. 

One. They shall, by writing under their hands, or under the hands of 1 M r 1 ; 99 8 
a majority of them, appoint a person to take charge of and deliver to s. 2, v~ i', p. 2si. ' 
the President of the Senate, at the seat of Government, before the first 26 Mar., 1804, c. 
Wednesday in ,January then next ensuing, one of the certificates. 50, s. l, v. 2, p. 295. 

Two. They shall forthwith forward by the p<>Rt-office to the President 
of the Senate, at the seat of Government, one other of the certificates. 

Three. Thev shall forthwith cause the other of- the certificates to be 
delivered to the judge of that district in which the electors shall assemble. 

SEC. HJ. ·whenever a certificate of votes from an\' State has not heen Wh Se< t 
received at the seat of Government on the first \Vednesday of ,Tanuary of staft!\!ha1fs!'!a 
indic-ated hy the preceding section, the Secretary of State shall send a for district judge's 
special messenger to the distri~t judge in whose custody one certificate I_iA_t. ___ _ 
of the votes from that State has been lodged, and such judge shall forth- lMar., 1792,c.8, 
with transmit that list to the seat of Government. s. 4, v. 1, p, 240. 

SEC. 142. Congress shall he in session on the second ,v ednesdav in c t· th 
February succeeding every meeting of the electors, and the certificates, elec~~I \?Jteij i~ 
or so many of them as have been receind, shall then be opened, the Congress. 
votes counted, and the persons to fill the offices of President a_nd Vice- ~- 1792-----:-g 
Pr~sident ascertained and declared, agreea_ble to the Co?stitution. e. s: ,~'i; r.'2-io." ' 

SEC. 143. In case there shall be no President of the Senate at the seat Provision for ah­
of Government on the arrival of the persons intrusted with the certifi- sence of President 
cates of the votes of the electors, then such persons shall deliver such of the Senate. 
certificates into the office of the Secretary of State, to he safely kept, --1-M;;~, 1-792, ~-8, 
and deli\·et·ed over as soon as may be to the President of the Senate. s. 6, v. I, p. 240. 

SEC. lH. Each of the persons appointed bv the electors to ilelh·er the , 1.1 f 
• " 1 eag-(• o mes-

certi fieate:,; of votes to the Presid~nt of the Senate shall he allmn•d, on se~O'ers. 
the deliven- of the list intrusted to him twenty-five cent,; for every mile -'=----~--

• ' • I ,Iar 1-9-~ c 8 of the estimated distance, by the most usual road. from the place of meet- ~ - • ,. i' ~-.;40• ' 
ing of the electors to the 1-'eat of G·overnrnent of the l'nited State;-;. •• 

1
' • ' • - • 

SEC. 145. Every person who, having- heen appointed, pursuant to :;uh- Forfeiture for 
didsion one of section one hundred and fort,· or to :;ect10n one hundred messenger's neg­
and fortv-one, to deliver the certificate;-; of the votes of the ekctors to the lect of duty. 
President of the Senate. and having accepted such appointment, shall Diar., 1792,c.s, 
neglect to perform the services required from him, shall forfeit the sum s. 8, v.1, p. 240. 
of one thousand dollars. 

SEC. 146. In case of removal, death, resi~nation, or inability of both Vacancy in both 
the President and Vice-President of the Cmted States, the President of o_ffi_ces_. ___ _ 
the Senate, or, if there is none, then the Speaker of the Hou:,e of Rep- 1 Mar., 1792,c.8, 
resentatives, for the time heing. shall act as President until the disability 11• 9, v. 1, P· 240. 
is removed or a President eleet:Rd. 

Sim 147. \Vhenernr the offices of President and Vice-President both Notificationofva­
become vacant, the Secretary of State shall forthwith cam:ie a notifica- t1i:ies to be pub­
tion th,ereof to he made to the executive of every State, and shall also _18

_~·---­

cau:-10 the same to be published in at ]east one of the newspapers printed lMar., li9;,c.8, 
in eat'h State. II. IO, v. 1, p. -40. 

SEC. 148. The notification shall specify that electors of a President ~equi~ites of the 
and \'ice-President of the C nited StatN; shall be appointed or chosen in ~_rit~~c~1:~11

-

the sereml States as follows: lMar., li92,c.8, 
' s. 10, v. 1, p. 240. 29 .Tau., 18i7, c. 37, r. 19, JJ. 227. 

ST--0.'3--i 
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First. If there shall be the space of two months yet to ensue between 
the date of such notification and the first W ednesda v in December then 
next ensuing, such notification shall specify that the electors shall be 
appointed or chosen within thirty-four days preceding such first Wed­
nesday in December. 

Second. If there shall not be the space of two months between the 
date of such notification and such first \Vednesday in December, and if 
the term for which the President and Vice-President last in office were 
elected will not expire on the third day of :\larch next ensuing, the noti­
fication shall specify that the electors shall be appointed or ehosen 
wi&hin thirty-four days preceding the first W ednesdav in Deeember in 
the year next ensuing. But if there shall not be the space of two 
months between the date of such notification and the first Wednesday 
in December then next ensuing, and if the term for which the President 
and Vice-President last in office were elected will expire on the third day 
of March next ensuing, the notification shall not specify that electors are 
to be appointed or chosen. 

Time of holding SEC. 14-ll. Electors appointed or chosen upon the notification pre­
election to fill va- scribed by the preceding section ;.;hall meet and give their ,·otes upon the 
cancy. first Wednesday of December specified in the notification. 

1 )far., li92, c. 8, s. 10, v. 1, p. 240. 

Re~ula~ions for SEc. 150. The provisions of this Title, relating to the quadrennial 
q_nadrenmal e)ec- election of President and Vice-President, shall Teplv with respect to anv 
t10n madeapphca- I • t fill • • h ffi f p · • d y· p ·d • hie to Plection to e ect10n o vacancies m t e o ces o res1 ent an ice- res1 ent, 
~ll yacanc_~~~-_ held upon a notification given when both offices become vacant. 

1 )Jar., li92, c. 8, s. 10, v. 1, p. 240. 

Resignation or SEC. 151. The only evidence of a refusal to accept, or of a resignation 
refusal of office. of the office of President or Vice-President, shall be an instrument in 
-1:\far~-;-T-iiii--;;:i, writing, declaring the same, and subscribed by the person refusing_to 
s. 11,v. 1, p. 241. accept or rP,-igniug, a,; the ease may be, and delivered into the office of 

the Secreta1·y of State. 

CHAPTER TWO. 

OFFICE AND COMPENSATION OF THE PRESIDENT. 

Sec. 

152. Commencement of terrr, of office. 
153. President's salary. 
154. Yice-Prt>sident's salary. 

I Sec. 
i 155. Officers of the President's houeehold. 
j 156. Duties of the steward. 
' 15i. The steward's bond. 

Commencement SEC. 152. The term of four years for which a President and Vice­
~~~rm ~f?~_l'f>_-__ President shall be elected, shall, in all cases, commence on the fourth day 

l)far., 1792, c.8, of ::\larch n~xt succeeding the day on which the votes of the electors 
s. 12, v. 1, p. 241. have been given. 
President's salary. SEc. 15:1. The_ President shall receive in full for his services during 

the term for which he shall have been elected the sum of fifty thousand 
24 Sept., 1789, c. dollars a year, to be paid monthly, and shall be entitled to the use of the 19i;}~E:,7f793, c. furniture a!ld other. effect.-; belonging to the e nited States and kept in 

9, v. 1, p. 318. the Executive Mans10n. [See i 1s20.J 

3 Mar., 1873, c. 226, s. 1, v. 17, p. 486. 

Vice-President's SEC. 154. The Vice-President shall receive in full for bis services dur-
salary. ing the term for which he shall have been elected the sum of ten thousand 

3March,1873,c. dollars a yeal', to be paid monthly. 
226,s. l, v.17, p.486. Th f 

20 Jan., 1874, c. e ~t o Ja_nuary 20,. 1874, c. 11, v. 18, p. 4, reduced the sal&r) 
11, v. 8, p. 4. of the \ 1ce-Pres1dent to eight thousand dollars. 
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SEC. 155. The President is authorized to appoint or employ. in his Officers of the 
official household the following officers: President's house-

One private secretary, at a salary of three thousand five hundred ~~- .. ___ _ 
dollars a year. 3 Mar., 1857, e. 

One assistant secretary who shall be a short-hand writer at a salary 108, s. 2, "" 11, P• , , ' 228 
of two thousand five hundred dollars a year. 23 July, 1866, c. 

Two executive clerks, at a salary of two thousand three hundred dollars 208, s. 4, v. 14, p. 
t year each. 206. 

One steward of the President's household, at a salary of two thousand 17
20
6' sJluly,1

1
5
86P8,96e. 

dollars a year. ' • 'v. • , • • • 
One messenger, at a salary of one thousand two hundred dollars a year. 
SEC. 156. The steward of the President's household shall, under the Duties of the 

direction of the President, have the charge and custody of and be re- steward. 
sponsible for the plate, furniture, and other public property in the Pres-

3 
M 

1857 ident's ~ansi?n, and shall discharge such other duties as the President 108, si'tv. 11'. ;: 
may assign him. [See.§ 1su.J 228. 

23 July, 1866, e. 208, s. 4, v. 14, p. 206. 

SEc. 157. The steward of the President's household shall, before The steward's 
entering upon the duties of his office, give a bond to the United States bond. 
for the faithful discharge of his trust. Such bond must be in such sum 23 J 1 1866 

-
as the Secre~ry of the Interior shall deem sufficient, and must be ap- 208, s.ul'v. 14; ;: 
proved hy him. 206. 
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