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SEc. 197i. All persons within the jurisdiction of the United States F.,qual rightsun­
shall have the same right in every State and Territory to make and ~~r the la"'-_ __ 
enforce contracts, to sue, be parties, give evidence, and to the full and 31 May, 1870, c. 
equal benefit of all laws and proceedings for the security of persons and 114, s. 16, v. 16, p. 
property as is enjoyed by white citizens, and shall he subject to like pun- 14f M. 

1875 1shment, pains, penalties, taxes, licenses, and exactions of every kind, 114,8_1~:. 18,p.~: 
and to no other. [See i 868.J 

SEC. 1978. All citizens of the United States shall have the same right, Rightsofcitizens 
in every State and Territory, as is enjoyed by white citizens thereof to in respect to real 
inherit, purchase, lease, sell, hold, and convey real and personal prop- a~d personal prop-
erty. e_y_. ___ _ 

9 April, 1866, c. 31, s.1, v. 14, p. 27. 

SEC. 1979. Every person who, under color of any ·statute, ordinance, Civ~l ac!ion for 
regulation, cusU?m, or usa~,. of any State ?r Territory, subjects, or ~ie~~ivatlon of 
causes to he subJected, any citizen of the Umted States or other person __!_ __ • _____ _ 
within the jurisdiction thereof to the de:privation of any rights, privi- 20 April, 1871, c. 
leges, or immunities secured by the Constitution and laws, shall be liable 22, s. l, v. 17, P• 13. 
to the party injured in an action at law, suit in equity, or other proper 
proceeding for redress. [Seen w, Ht.J 

SEc. 1980. First. If two or more persons in any State or Territory con- Conspiracy. 
spire to prevent, by force, intimidation, or threat, any person from accept- 31 July 1861 c 
ing or holding any office, trust, or place of confidence under the United 33, v. 12, 'p. 284. • 
States, or from discharging any duties thereof; or to induce by like 20 April, 18il, c. 
means any officer of tbe United States to leave anv State district or 22, s. 2, v. 17, P- 13. 

I h h• d t· ffi • d to b rf' d ' to 1 Mar., 1875, c. pace, w ere 1s u 1es a.'i an o cer are reqmre e pe orme , or 114 8 2 v 18 P 336 
mjure him in his person or property on account of his lawful discharge ' • ' • ' • • 
of the duties of his office, or while engaged in the lawful discharge thereof, 
or to injure his property so as to molest, interrupt, hinder, or impede him 
in the discharge of his official duties; 

Second. If two 01· more persons in any State or Territory conspire to 
deter, by force, intimidation, or threat, any party or witness in any court 
of the United States from attending such court, or from testifying to any 
matter pending therein, freely, fully, and truthfully, or to injure such 
party or witness in his person or property on account of his having so 
attended or testified, or to influence the verdict, presentment, or indictment 
-of anv grand or petit juror in any such court, or to injure such jur01· in 
his person or propertv on account of any verdict, presentment, or indict­
ment lawfully assented to by him, or of his being or having been such 
juror; or if two or more persons conspire for the purpose of impeding, 
hindering, obstructing, or defeatin~, in any manner, the due course of 
justice in any State or Territory, with intent to deny to any citizen the 
equal protection of the lawi;, or to injure him or his property for lawfully 
enforcing, or attempting to enforce, the right of any person, or class of 
persons, to the equal protection of the laws; 

Third. If two or more persons in any State or Territory conspire, or go 
in disguise on the highway or on the premises of another, for the purpose 
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of depriving, either directly or indirectly, any per,,?~ or class of_perso~s 
of the equal protection of the laws, or of equal pn~1leges 9:nd 1~mum­
ties under the laws; or for the purpm,e of_ preventmg_o!· hmdermg ~he 
constituted authorities of any State or Territory from g1vmg o~ securing 
to all persons within such State or Territory the equal protectI~m _of _the 
laws; or if two or more persons. conspire to p~event by force, mt1~1?a­
tion, or threat, any citizen who 1s lawfully entitled to vo_te, from g1vmg 
his support or advocacy in a legal manner, toward or m favo~ of the 
election of anv lawfully qualified person as an elector for President or 
Vice-President, or as a member of Congress of the Cnited States; or to 
injure any citizen in person or rroperty on acc~unt ?f suc? su_Pport or 
advocacy; in any case of conspiracy set forth m this section, 1f ~me or 
more persons engaged therein do, or cause to be done, any aet m fur­
therance of the object of such conspiracy, wherehy another is injured 
in his person or property, or deprived of having and exercisin~ any 
right or privilege of a citizen of the United States, the party so inJured 
or deprived may have an action for the recovery of damages, occasioned 
by such injury or deprivation, against any one or more of the conspira­
tors. [See Si o63, 6n.J 

Action for neg- SEC. 1981. Every person who, having knowledge that any of the 
le~ttopreventC'on- wrongs conspired to be done, and mentioned in the preceding section, 
~fll~cy. are about to be committed, and having power to pre-vent or aid in pre-

20 April, 1871, c. venting the commission of the same, neglects or refuses so to do, if such 
22, s. 6, v.17, p.15. wrongful aet be committed, shall be liable to the party injured, or his 

legal representatives, for all damages caused by such wrongful act, which 
such person by reasonahle diligence could have prevented; and such 
damages may be recovered in an action on the case; and any number of 
persons guilty of such wrongful neglect or refusal may be joined as de­
fendants in the action; and if the death of any party be caused by any 
such wrongful act and neglect, the legal representatives of the deceased 
shall ha,·e such action therefor, and may recover not exceeding five thou­
sand dollars damages therein, for the benefit of the widow of the deceased, 
if there be one, and if there be no widow, then for the benefit of the next 
of kin of the deceased. But no action under the provisions of this sec­
tion shall be sm,tained which is not commenced within one year after the 
cause of aetion has accrued. rsee S 6!9.J 

Districtattomey, SEC. 1982. The district attorneys, marshals, and deputy marshals, the 
&c., to prosecute. commissioners appointed by the circuit and territorial courts, with power 

9 April 1866 ~- to arrest, imprison, or bail offenders, and every other officer who is espe-
31, s. 4, v.'14, p.

1

28. cially empowered by the President, are authorized and required, at the 
31 May, 1870, c. expense of the l:nited States, to institute prosecutions a~inst all persons 

114, 8• 9, v. 16, P· violating any of the provisions of chapter seven of the Title "CRIMES" 
142

• and to cause such persons to be arrested, and imprisoned or bailed, f~r 
trial before the court of the United States or the territorial court having 
cognizance of the offense. 

Commissioners. SEc. 1983. The circuit courts of the United States and the district 
9 April, 1866, <': courts o! t!ie Territories, from time to time, shall increase the number 

13, 8. 4, v. 14, p. 28. of comm1ss1oners, so as to afford a speedy and convenient means for the 
31 May, 1870, c. arrest and examination of persons char~ed with the crimes referred to in 

114, s. 9, v. 16, P· the preceding section; and such commissioners are authorized and re-
142

• quired to exercise all the powers and duties conferred on them herein 
with regard to such offenses in like manner as they are authorized by 
Jaw to exercise with regard to other offenses against the laws of the 
United States. • 

Theymayappoint SEc. 1984. The commi8sioners authorized to be app<>inted by the pre­
~rson~_!o&execute cedmg sedion are empowered, within their respective counties to ap-warran.,, c • t . . . d h . , ' • porn , m writmg, un er t eir hands, one or more suitable persons from 

!J April, 1866, c. time to time, who shall execute all such warrants or other process 'a."! the 
3\r:rt 1f8f0 

28• commiss10ners may issue in the lawful performance of their duties and 
114, 8 16, v. 16: ;: t~e persons-so appointed shall have authority to summon and call to their 
142. a!d the bystanders or posse comitatus of the proper county, or such por­

tion of the ]and or naval forces of the United St.ates or of the militia as ' , 
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may be necessary to the performance of the duty with which they are 
charged; and such warrants shall run and be executed anywhere in the 
State or Territory within which they are issued. [Sees 0018.J 

SEC. 1985. Every marshal and deputy marshal shall obey and execute Marshal to obey 
all warrants or other process, when directed to him issued under the precepts, &c. 
provisions hereof. [See S 0618.J ' 9 April, 1866, c. 

31, s. 5, v. 14, p. 28. 31 May, 1870, c. 114, s. 10, v. 16, p. 142. 

SEC. 1986. The district attorneys, marshals, their deputies, and the Fees of district 
clerks of the courts of the United States and territorial courts shall be attorney, &c. 
paid for their services, in cases under the foregoing provisions, the same 9 April, 1866, c. 
fees as are allowed to them for like services in other cases; and where 311 s. 7, v.14, p. 29. 
the proceedings are before a commissioner he shall be entitled to a fee of 11!1 Mii' 18{J• c. 
ten dollars for his services in each case, indusive of all services incident 143' s. ' v. ' P· 
to the arrest and examination. • 

SEc. 1987. Every person appointed to execute process under section Of persons ap­
nineteen hundred and eighty-four shall be entitled to a fee of five dol- pointed to execute 
lars for each party he may arrest and take before any commissioner, with process, &c. 
such other fees as may be deemed reasonable by the commissioner for 9 April, 1866, c. 
any additional services necessarily performed by him, such as attending 3l, s. 7, v.14, P· 29. 
at the exammation, keeping the prisoner in custody, and providing him 11!1 ~i' 18fi• c. 
with food and lodging during his detention, and until the final deter- 143'. s. ' v. ' p. 
ruination of the commissioner; such fees to be made up in conformity 
with the fees usually charged by the officers of the courts of justice within 
the proper district or county, as near as may be practicable, and paid 
out of the Treasury of the United States on the certificate of the jud~e of 
the district within which the arrest is made, and to be recoverable from 
the defendant as part of the judgment in case of conviction. 

SEC. 1988. Whenever the President has reason to believe that offenses Speedy trial. 
have been, or are likely to be committed against the provisions of chap- 9 April 1866 c 
ter seven of the Title CRIMES, within any judicial district, it shall be law- 31, s. 8 v.'14 p.'29: 
for him, in his discretion, to direct the judge, marshal. and district attor- ' ' 
ney of such district to attend at such place within the district, and for 
such time as he may designate, for the purprn;e of the more speedy arrest 
and trial of persons so charged, and it shall be the duty of every judge 
or other officer, when any such requisition is received by him to attend 
at the place and for the time therein designated. 

SEc. 1989. It shall be lawful for the President of the United States, or Aid of the mili­
such person as he may empower for that purpose, to employ such part of tary and naval 
the land or na~al_ forces of the_ Unite? S~a~es, orof th_e militia, as may be fo~c~. ril 1866 c 
-necessary ~o std m ~~e execution of Jud1cml process issued unde1: any_ of 31, s. J, v.'14, p. •29: 
the precedrng prov1s10ns, or as shall he necessary to prevent the v1olat1on 31 May, 1870, c. 
and enforce the due execution of the provisions of this Title. 114, s. 13, v. 16, p. 

143. 
SEc. 1990. The holding of any person to Sflrvice or labor under the . Peonage abol-

system known as peonage is abolished and forever prohibited in the Ter- 1 _s_h_ed_. ___ _ 
ritory of New Mexico, or in any other Territory or State of the United 2 Mar., 1867, c. 
States; and all acts, laws, resolutions, orders, regulations, or usages of 187, s. 1, v. 14, p. 
the Territory of New Mexico, or of any other Territory or State, which 546• 
have heretofore established, maintuined, or enforced, or by virtue of which 
any attempt shall hereafter be made to establish, maintain, or enforce, 
directly or indirectly, the voluntary or involuntary service or labor of 
any persons as peons, in liquidation of any debt or obligation, or other-
wise, are declared null and void. 

SEc. 1991. Every person in the military or civil service in the Territory . Foregoing sec-
of New Mexico shall aid in the enforcement of the preceding section. tion,howenforced. 

2 Mar., 1867, c. 187,.s. 2, v. 14, p. 546. 


	Title-24-Civil-Rights



