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Convention for th"e Reguwiion of the Postal Intercourse between the United Nov. 7 and 
States of .America and the Kingdom of Denmark. Dec. 1• 1871• 

THE Post Department of the United States of America and the Danish Exchange of 
Post Department have agreed upon employing the steamers in regular mails ~etween 

• b h • • • II th the United States service etween t e1r tern tones, as we as e steamers engaged between and Denmark. 
Hamburg and Bremen on the one side, and American ports on the other, 
in order to establish an immediate exchange of mails, and have, for that 
purpose, consented to the following articles: 

ARTICLE I. 

There shall be an immediate exchange of correspondence between the Co!'fespondence, 
United States of America and Denmark by means of the said steamers, to mclu de what. 
and this correspondence shall embrace letters, newspapers, book-packets, 
prints of all kinds, ( comprising maps, plans, engravings, drawings, photo-
graphs, lithographs, and all other like productions of mechanical processes, 
sheets of music, &c.,) and patterns or samples of merchandise; and 
such correspondence may be exchanged, whether originating in either of 
the said countries, or originating in countries to which these may re-
spectively serve as intermediaries. 

ARTICLE II. 

The exchange of correspondence shall take place between the post- h Offices of ex
offices to be hereafter designated by the two post departments ; but either c ange. 
of the two offices so designated may at any time be discontinued, and 
others established by mutual consent. 

ARTICLE UL 

The United States office shall make its own arrangements for the dis- E!'ch cou1;1try 

patch of its mails to Denmark, and in like manner the office of Denmark ~a1i1:t~c!~~ar 
shall make its own arrangements for the dispatch of its mails to the routes. 
United States. The mails shall be reciprocally forwarded by the regular 
routes of communication hereinbefore mentioned, and each office shall, at 
its own cost, pay the expense of the intermediate transportation (sea and 
territorial) of the mails which it dispatches to the other. It is also . 
agreed that the cost, either in whole or in part, of the international ocean Ct_0st 0

1
f mdtetr-r 

•. 1 h d . b l a· . na 10na an e -and territorial transit of the closed ma1 s exc ange rn ot 1 irect1ons ritorial tran$it of 
between the respective frontiers shall, upon application of either office, closed mails. 
be first ~efrayed by that one of the two offices which shall have 
obtained from the intermediaries the most favorable pecuniary terms for 
such conveyance, and any amount so advanced by one for and on account 
Qf the other shall be promptly reimbursed. 

ARTICLE IV. 

The postage on ordinary letters sent from the United States to Den
mark or from Denmark to the United States, shall be respectively twelve 
(12) 'skilling rigsm6nt, or seven (7) cents for a single letter. 

The weight of a single letter shall not exceed fifteen grammes. 

Letter-postage; 

weight and rates 
of letters. 
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Letter postage. For every letter exceeding fifteen grammes there shall be paid a single 
rate of postage for -every additional fifteen grammes or fraction of fifteen 
grammes. The weight stated by the dispatching office shall always be 
accepted, except in cases of manifest error. 

The maximum weight of letters shall be two hundred and fifty (250) 
grammes. 

AR\J:'ICLE v. 
Prepaym~nt of The prepayment of postage on ordinary letters shall be optional. If 

P0stage optional. they shall be forwarded unpaid, or insufficiently paid, they shall, in the 
tet~~f.aid, &c., first case, be charged, besides the usual postage, with an additional postage 

of respectively four ( 4) cents, or six (6) skilling rigsm6nt, and in the last 
case, besides the deficient postage, with similar additional postage. 

ARTICLE VI. 

Rates for other On all other correspondence in the first article mentioned, the rates 
correspondence. shall be, for the mails dispatched, that which the dispatching office shall 

adopt, adapted to the convenience and habits of its interior administra-
Notice. tion. But each office shall give notice to the other of the rate it adopts 

and of any subsequent change thereof. These articles shall be forwarded 
Regulations for under regulations of the dispatching post-office, but always including the 

forwarding; following : 
pos~ge to he 1. The postage shall be prepaid. If, however, the postage on the cor· 

prepaid; respondence mentioned in this article should not be wholly prepaid, the 
said correspondence shall still be forwarded to the place of destination; 
but it shall, in that case, beside the deficient postage, be charged ·with an 
additional postage, not exceeding four ( 4) cents in tho United States, and 
six (6) skilling rigsm6nt in Denmark. 

packets not to 2. No packet shall contain any thing which shall be closed against in-
contain, &c; spection, nor any written communication whatever, except to state from 

whom and to whom the packet is sent, and the number and price placed 
upon each pattern or sample of merchandise. 

dimensions of 3. No packet may exceed two feet in length, or one foot in any other 
packets; dimension. 

Jrohibited ar- 4. Neither office shall be bound to deliver any article the importation 
ti es; of which may be prohibited by the laws or regulations of the country of 

destination. 
customs dnties. 5. The customs duties that may be chargeable in each of the two 

Regist<ircd 
correspondence. 

Rates of post
age; 

to be prepaid. 

No responsi
bility for loss. 

No other 
charges, &c. 

countries may be levied for the use of the customs. 

ARTICLE VII. 

Any correspondence mentioned in .Article I. may be registered, and the 
postage chargeable on such correspondence shall always be prepaid. 
Registered correspondence shall, in addition to. the postage, be subject to 
an international registration fee not exceeding ten ( 10) cents in the 
United States, and eight (8) skilling rigsm6nt in Denmark, and this fee 
shall always be prepaid. Each office is at liberty to reduce this fee for 
the mails it dispatches. Each department shall use its best exertions for 
the safe delivery of registered correspondence, but is not responsible 
pecuniarily for the loss of any such correspondence. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

It is further agreed that no charge of any kind, or on any account, 
otherwise than is herein expressly provided, shall be levied or collected 
in the country of destination on the letters or other correspondence ex
changed. 
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ARTICLE IX. 

As to the correspondence originating in one country and destined for Each post-office 
\he other, no account shall take place, and thus the post-office of the to retain postage 
United States shall retain the whole amount of postage collected in the collected on, {!,j,,. 

~nited States upon international paid correspondence forwarded to Dcn-
m2,rk, and upon international unpaid or insufficiently paid correspondence 
received from Denmark ; and in like manner the Danish post-office shall 
retain the whole amount of postage collected in Denmark upon interna-
tiona,l paid correspondence forwarded to the United States, and upon in-
ternational unpaid or insufficiently paid correspondence received from the 
Unite] States. 

However, each of the two departments shall be at liberty to claim Either country 
accounts to be settled when it appears that in one country for one year may claim an 
there is levied twenty per cent more than in the other. If an account is account. 
claimed, it shall be regulated on the following basis: 

From the total amount of postages and register fees collected by each Basis of ac
office on letters, added to the total amount of prepaid postages and register count. 
fees on other correspondence which it dispatches, the dispatching office 
shall deduct the amount required for the conveyance of the mails between 
the two countries, and the amount of the two net sums shall be equally 
divided between the two offices. 

The deficient and additional postages mentioned in Article VI. shall not 
be included in the account between the two offices, but, unshared, shall 
belong to the office by which they are collected. 

ARTICLE X. 

The two post departments shall establish, by agreement, and in con- Exchange of 
formity with the arrangements in force at the time, the conditions upon correspondencein 

l • l l ffi • 1 h • 'l h open mails, w nc 1 tie two o ces may respective y exc ange m open ma1 s t e cor.-
respondence originating in or destined to other fbreign countries to which 
they may reciprocally serve as intermediaries. It is always understood, Rates. 
however, that such correspondence shall only be charged with the Amer
ican-Danish rate, augmented by the postage due to foreign countries, or 
for other exterior service. 

It is agreed that the account of this correspondence shall, as to the Basis of ac
international postages chargeable on the same, be regulated on the basis counts. 
mentioned in the preceding article; but that the amount of the extra 
national postage, or other tax for exterior service, shall be reciprocally 
accounted for at fuHrates. Such charges for paid correspondence to, and 
for unpaid correspondence from, foreign countries, shall therefore be sum-
marily entered on the respective letter-bills to the credit of the country 
tlu·ough which the same is forwarded. 

ARTICLE XI. 

The Post-office of the United States shall be granted the privilege of Transit of 
• f 1 d ·1 h h h I) • h • h d • "th closed mails transit o c ose ma1 s t roug t e ams territory, exc ange m 01 er through either 

direction, to and from Sweden and Norway, for a payment of four skilling country. 
rigsm6nt per thirty (30) grammes net weight of letters, and two-thirds 
skilling rigsm6nt per forty ( 40) grammes net weight of prints, patterns, 
and samples of merchandise. Correspondence exempt from postage, let-
ters which cannot be delivered, as well as money-orders, shall not be 
charged with any transit rate. 

Reciprocally, the United States office grants to the office of Denmark 
the privilege of transit of the closed mails exchanged in either direction 
between the latter and any country to which the former may serve as 
intermediary, by its usual means of mail transportation, whether on sea 
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or_ land, and the terms of transit shall be agreed upon when the exercise 
of the privilege is required. 

ARTICLE XII. 

Postal acco_unts The postal accounts between the two offices shall be stated and trans
~:~~f;.slllltted mitted quarterly, and verified as speedily as possible, and the balance found 

due shall be paid in the coin of the creditor country. 
R~te fofr con- The rate for the conversion of the money of the two countries shall be 

version o money. d II c. • d I • h fi k·11· • Th .Ii one o ar ~or one ngs a er, e1g ty- ve s 1 mg rigsmont. e two or ces 

Missent corre
spondence, &c., 
to be returned. 

shall, however, always be at liberty to agree upon another rate for the 
conversion. 

ARTICLE XIII. 

Any ordinary correspondence wrongly addressed, or wrongly sent, shall 
without delay, and registered correspondence of all kinds, as well as ordi
nary letters not deliverable for any other cause than the aforesaid, within 
the issue of every month, be mutually returned at the expense of the 
originating office. All other correspondence which cannot be delivered 
shall remain at the disposition of the receiving office. 

If any returned correspondence shall be charged with postage debited 
the office of destination, the said correspondence shall be returned for the 
amount of postage which was originally charged by the dispatching office. 

ARTICLE XIV. 

Transfe'. of When, in any port of either country, a closed mail is transferred from 
closed mails from one vessel to another, without any expense to the office of the country vessel to vessel. 

where the transfer is made, such transfer shall not be subject to any postal 
charge by one office against the other. 

ARTICLE xv. 
Official com- Official communications between the two offices shall not be the oc-

munications. casion of any accounts on either side. 

ARTICLE XVI. 

Detailed regu- The two offices shall, by mutual consent, establish the detailed regula-
lations. tions which the carrying into execution of the articles included in this 

See PP• 9os, convention may require. 
911-

When conven
tion takes effect, 
and how long to 
continue; 

when to be 
ratified. 

ARTICLE XVIL 

The present convention shall be carried into efFect on the day on which 
the two offices shall agree, and shall continue in force until one of the two 
contracting parties shall have announced to the other, within the issue of a 
calendar year, its intention to terminate it. 

ARTICLE XVIII. 

The present convention is to be ratified, and the ratifications are to be 
exchanged as soon as possible. 

Done at Copenhagen, in duplicate original, this 7th day of November, 
1871, and at Washington this 1st day of December, 1871. 

[SEAL.] JNO. A. J. CRESWELL, 
Postmaster-General,. 

[sE.u.] DANNESKJOLD SAMSOE. 
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I hereby approve the aforegoing convention, and in testimony thereof Approved. 
I have caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 

[ SEAL.] u. s. GRANT. 
By the President: 

HAMILTON FISH, Secretary of State. 
WASHINGTON, December 1, 1871. 

TRANSLATION, 

We, Christian the Ninth, by the grace of God King of Denmark, the 
Vandals and Goths, Duke of Slesvig, Holstein, Stormarn, Ditmarsh, 
Lauenborg, and Oldenborg, have most graciously deigned, on our part, to 
ratify the foregoing convention by our signature. 

Done at our capital and residence, Copenhagen, on the 20th of March, 
1872. 

Under our hand and royal seal, in his Majesty's name. 
[SEAL.] FREDERIK, 

Prince Roual. 
Countersigned: 

O. D. RossENORN-LEHN, 
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