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April 24, 1872. 

Time for com
pleting the mili
tary road from 
Fort Wilkins to 
Fort Howard 
extended, with 
original rights, 
&c. 

1863, ch. 104. 
Vol. xii. p. 797, 

1868, ch. 54. 
Vol. xv. p. 67. 

1870, ch. 93. 
Vol. xvi .. p.121. 

FORTY-SECOND CONGRESS. SEss. II. Cn. 119, 125. 1872. 

CHAP. CXIX. -An Act to extend the Time for the Completion of the military Road.from 
Fort Wilkins, at Copper Harbor, in the State if Michigan, to Fort Howard, at Green 
Bay, in the State of Wisconsin. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress. ll!sembled, That the time for. the construc
tion and completion of the ID1htary road from Fort W1lkms, at Copper 
Harbor, in the State of Michigan, to Fort Howard, at Green ~ay, in the 
State of Wisconsin, be, and the same is hereby, extended until the nrst 
day of January, eighteen hundred and seventy-four. 

SEC. 2. That all the grants, rights, and privileges contained in the 
original grant be continued in full force and virtue for said time. 

APPROVED, April 24, 1872. 

April 27, 1872. CHAP. CXXV.-An Act relatin,q to Proposals and Contracts for Transportation of 
[Repealed. the Mails, and for other Purposes. • 

See Post, pp.326, • d 1.., h S, • d rr if R • if h TT • d 330.] Be it enacte v 9 t e enate an nouse o epresentatives o t e unite 
Persons bid- States of .Americ.a in Congress. assembled, That any person or persons 

din[ for carrying bidding for the transportation of the mails upon any route which may be 
[ 8~

1
d

9 
r~~t:~v!~a. advertised to be let, and receiving an award of the contract fur such 

awarded th~ con- service, who shall wrongfully refuse or fuil to enter int? contract with 
trac: for such the postmaster-general, in due form, and perform the service described 
service, wrong- • h' h • b'd I hall b d d ilt f • d d fully refusing to m 1s or t e1r 1 or proposa , s e eeme gu y o a mis emeanor, an , 
enter into the • on convictfon thereof, be punished by a fine not exceeding nve thousand 
contr~ct, &c .. to dollars, and by imprisonment for a term not exceeding twelve months. 
~eis\~~[a~~~ SEC. 2. That. each bid for carrying the mail shall hereafter have affixed 
!ind ~ned ;n to it the oath of the bidder, taken before an officer qualified to administer 
,mo~:hn:f bidder oaths, that he has the ability pecuniarily to fulfil his obligations, and that 
to be a_ffixed to the bid is made in good faith and with the intention to enter into con
ea?h bthid for 1:a1r- tract and perform the service, in case his bid shall be .accepted; and, that 
rvmg e ma1 ' h • f h' • d' h h b 1· 'd and to contain t e signatures o . 1s guarantors are genume, an t at e e 1eves sru 
what. guarantors pecuniarily responsible for and able to pay all damages the 

United States shall suffer by reason of the bidder's failing to perform his 
obligations as such bidder. 

Penalty upon SEc. 3. That any postmaster or other officer of the Post-office De-
post!11a~ters, &.c., partment who shall affix his signature to the certificate of sufficiency of 
fors,gnmgcertJfi- . • b ,. h t • • d b h eate of suffi- guarantors or sureties e1ore t e guaran y or contract 1s s1gne y t e 
ciency of guar- guarantors or sureties, or shall knowingly make any false or illusory cer-

&antors b;forke, tificate, shall be forthwith dismissed from office and shall be deemed guilty 
c., or ,or now- f • d d h. all • • h· £ b • h d ingly making a o a mis ellleanor, an s , on conviction t ereo , e pums e by a fine 

false certificate. not exceeding one thousand dollars, or by imprisonment not exceeding 
one year, or both. 

No bidder re- SEC'. 4. That no bidder for carrying the mails shall be released from 
i~~s~? from his d his obligation under his bid or proposal, notwithstanding an award made 
U: a 1{::r abi~~er to a lower bidder, until a contract fur the designated service shall have 
until, &c. been duly executed by such lower bidder and his sureties, and accepted, 

and the service entered upon by the contractor to the satisfaction of the 
postmaster-general. 

If an)' regular SEC. 5. That after any regular bidder or contractor for the. transporta-
bidder, ~c., fails tion of the mail upon any route shall have failed to enter into contract, 
to enter mto con- d th £ h f h • ·d d tract, &c., post- an commence e per ormance t ereo as erem prov1 e , the post-
master-general to master-general shall proceed to contract with the next lowest bidder for 
do what. such service, who will enter into a contract and perform the same, unless 

the postmaster-general shall consider such bid too high; in which case 
Reg,hilar cfon.- he shall re-advertise such service. And in all cases of reo-ular contracts 

tracts erea ter h ft ad h . . . 0 
made may be erea er m e, t e contract may, m the discret10n of the postmaster-
contin_uetl for not g1:m-,ral, be continued in force beyond its express terms for a period not 
over six months, exceeding six months, until a new contract with the same or other con-

tractors shall be made by the postmaster-general. 
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SEC, 6. . That hereafter all bidders upon every mail route for the trans- Bidders upon 
portation of the mails upon the same, where the annual compensation for routes where the 
th • h h ' eds annual pav ex-e service on s.uc route at t e time e:tce the sutn of five thousand ceeds $5000 to 
dollars, shall accompany their bids with -a certified check or draft, pay- send with bld 
able to the order of the postmaster-general upon some solvent national check for not less 
b k hi h h k dr

. al ' thanfivepercent. 
an , w c c ec or aft sli 1 not be less than five per centum on the of annual pay; 

amount of the annual pay on said route at the time such bid is made, and 
in case of new service not less than five per centum of the amount of 
one year's pay proposed· in such bid if the bid exceed five thousand dol-
lars per annµm. In case any bidder, on being awarded any such con- if awarded the 
tract, shall fail to execute the same with good and sufficient sureties, ~ontract and fail
according to the terms on which such bid was made and accepted, and ~h! !~irerfifur
enter upon the performance of the service to the satisfaction of th_e post- feit the a:nount, 
master-general, such bidder shall forfeit the amount so deposited to the &c. 
United States, and the same shall forthwith be paid into the treasury for 
the use of the Post-office Department; but if such contract shall be duly 
executed and the service entered upon as aforesaid, such draft or check so 
deposited shall be returned to the bidder. 

SEc. 7. That in ca.se of the sickness, or unavoidable absence from his Chief clerk of 
office, of the postmaster of any money-order post-office, he may, with the monteyffi·-o_rder 

al f h al h . h h" l pos -o ce may approv o t e postmaster-gener , aut onze t e c 1ef c erk, or some act as postmas-
other clerk employed therein, to act in his place, and to discharge all the ter, if, &c. 
duties required by law of such postmaster: Provided, That the official Postmaster's. 
bond given by the principal of the office shall be held to cover and apply bon.d to cover his 
to the acts of the person appointed to act in his place in such caseg: And ac1~ting post
provf ded further, That such acting officer shall, for the time being, be master to be sub
subject to all the liabilities and penalties prescribed by law for the official }:ct to penalties, 
misconduct; in like cases, of the postmaster for whom he shall act. c. 

8E'1. 8. That the postmaster-general, whenever he may deem it con- P0stm1 aster-
. · h h bl" · genera may ac-Bistent wit t e pu ic mterest, may accept new surety upon any contract cept new sureties 

existing, or hereafter made, for carrying the mails, in substitution for and upon contracts, 
release of any existing surety. &c.; 

SEC. 9. That the postmaster-general is hereby authorized to cause to h may .f1a& to 
be placed to the credit of the treasurer of the United States, for the lh: ~~~ ~;oce~ds 
service of the Post-office Department, the net proceeds of the money- of the m~ney
order business • and that the receipts of the Post-office Department 0rder b_usmess. . , , , ' Receipts from 
derived from this source, during each quarter, shall be entered by the this som:_ce, how 
auditor of the treasury for the Post-office Department, in the . accounts to be entered. 
of said department, under the head of "Revenue from money-order 
business." 

APPROVED, .AprH 27, 1872. 

CHAP. CXXVI. - An Act to amend the first Section of an Act entitled·,. An Act to pro- April 29, 1872, 
vide for the Disposition of useless militarg Reservations," app>"oved Feb>·uary twenty- 1871, ch. 68. 

fourth, eighteen hundred and seventy-one. Vol. xvi. p. 430, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the first section of an act Patent to iss~e 
entitled " An act to provide for the disposi~on of useless military reser- }ir•~:Ji~ ~ff;,~ 
vations," approved February twenty-fourth, eighteen hundred and seventy- military hay re
one, be amended by adding thereto the following proviso : ".And provided sen·e of Fort 
further, That upon payment of the appraised value by John C. Smith, or Walla-Walla. 
his heirs, a patent shall be issued to said Smith, or his heirs, for so much 
of the military hay reserve of Fort Walla-"\Y alla, Washington Territory, 
as is embraced in the north half of section twenty-six, township number 
eight north, of range number thirty-five east of the "\Villamette meridian, 
so soon after such payment as the said Smith shall prove to the satisfac-
tion of the register and the receiver of the proper land-office that he was 
in the lawful possession of said land under the pre-emption laws of the 
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