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CHAP. XXII. - A~ A~ w enforce '.he Proviwns of the Fourteenth Amendment to the April 20, 1871. 
Const,tutwn of tlie Umted States, and far other Purposes. ~.An-y person -

B 't t d 7,,,, h o d TT • • under color of e i enac e . v:; t e oenate an nouse of Representatives of the United any Jaw, &c. of 
States of America in Congress assembled, That any person who, under-an;>' _State, de
color of any law, statute, ordinance, re"ulation, custom or usage of any pfnvmg ~nhoth;_r_ 
S I . " . ' o any r,g t, ore, 

tate, slrn l subJect, or cause to be subJected, any person within the secured by the 
jurisdiction of the United States to the deprivation of any rio-hts p'rivi- Constit_ution of 
1 • • • d b h C • • 0 

' the Umted eges, or 1mmu111ties secure y t e onst1tut10n of the United States, States made 
shall, any such law, statute, ordinance, regulathm, custom, or usage of liabl~ to the par
the State to the contrary notwithstanding, be liable to the party inJ"ured typinJuredd.. t 
• • 1 • • • . rocee mgs o m. any action at aw, smt m equity, or other proper proceeding for be in the courts 
redress; such proceeding to be prosecuted in the several district or cir- of the United 
cuit courts _of the United States, with and subject to the same rights of 8t~~~6 ch. 31. 
appeal, review upon error, and other remedies provided in like cases in Vol. ;iv. p. 21. 
such courts, under the provisions of the act of the ninth of April, ei"h- Pen_a!ty ~bor 

h d . . . . . " conspmng y teen undred an s1xty-s1x, entitled "An act to protect all persons m the force to put 
United States in their civil rights, and to furnish the means of tH'eir vin- down thegovern-
d• • • " d th h d. I 1 f h U • d S h' h ment of the 1cat10n ; an e ot er reme ra aws o t e mte tates w 1c are United States 
in their nature applicable in such cases. &c.; ' 

SEC. 2. That if two or more persons within any State or Territory of hor to hin~er of 
h U • d Q h 11 • h t e execution t e mte 0tates s a conspire together to oyert row, or to put down, any Jaw of the 

or to destroy by force the gover1iment of the United States, or to levy Uuited St~tes; 
war against the United States, or to oppose by force the authority of the r~~;~t?~tt:!Y 
government of the United States, or by force, intimidation, or threat to ~nited States; 
prevent, hinder, or delay the execution of any law of the United States, or to prevefnt 

. . any person rom or by force to seize, take, or pos~ess any property of the Umted States holdmg office, 
contrary to the authority thereof, or by force, intimidation, or threat to &c: under the 
prevent any person from accepting or holding any office ot trust or place ui;;:~~ ?~ct~~~ 
of confidence under the United States, or from discharging the duties any officer to 
thereof, or by force, intimidation, or threat to induce any officer of the ~av; the State, 
United States to leave any State, district, or place where his dutie£ as ~; to iJ,jure 
such officer might lawfully be performed, or to injure him in his person him in perso!1 or 
or property on account of his lawful discharge of the duties of his office, ~~?!rty rh' 1':i.. 

• • h. 1 ·1 d • h l " I d' h f' h d • n.,, or O pr or to lllJ ure 1s person w 11 e engage m t e aw,u 1sc arge o t e uties vent his doing, 
of his office, or to injure his property so as to molest, interrupt, hinder, his duty; 

• d • • • h d' h f h. ffi • l d b C'. • • .d or to prevent or 1mpe e ,um m t e 1sc arge o 1s o c1a uty, or y ,orce, mt1m1 a- any party or 
tion, or threat to deter any party or witness in any court of the United witn~s from at
States from attending such court, or from testifying in any matter pend- :jt!s coU:-t 0~ 

ing in such court fully, freely, and truthfully, or to injure any such party in; yrng ere 
or witness in his person or property on account of his having so attended . or to injure 

'fi d b fi • • 'd • h t • fl th a· t him for so at-or test1 e , or 1 ?rce, mt1m1 at10?, or t reat o !n ue~ce e ver 1c , te1;1ding or testi-
preseritment, or md1ctment, of any Juror or grand Juror m any court of fymg; . 
the United States, or to injure such juror in his person or property on thortodmflutenfce 

f • • d' I ,, II d econ uc o account o any verdict, presentment, or m 1ctment aw,u y assente to any juror; 
by him, or on account of his being or having been such juror, or shall or.to injure 

• ·1 • d' • h bl' h' h th any JUTOr on ac-consp1re toget ier, or go m 1sgmse up~n t e J:?U IC 1g _way or upon e count of his acts, 
premises of another for the purpose, either directly or md1rectly, of de- &c. 
privina any person or any class of persons of the equal protection of the Penalty for 

0 
• l .. 1 • . . d h }a c, th conspmngor laws, or of equa priv1 eges _or 1mmumties un er t e ws, or 1or e pur- going in ctisgulse 

pose of preventing or hindering the constituted authorities of any State upon the public 
from giving or securin·g to all persons within such State the equ8:l pro- ~~t~~:Y~;;,cpe~ 
tection of the laws, or shall conspire together for the purpose of m any son or <;lass of 
manner impeding hindering, obstructincr, or defeating the due course of equal rights, &e. 
. . . ' , . ."' . . f h underthelaws; JUSt1ce m any State or Territory, with mtent to deny to any citizen o t e or to prevent 

United States the due and equal protection of the laws, or to injure any the State au-
• h' h' fi I fi 11 " • th • ht f th0ritie.~ from person m 1s person or 1s property or aw u y :n,orcmg e rig o protecting all in 

any person or class of persons to the equal pr?~ect1on of the l~ws, or by ~eir equal 
force, intimidation, or threat to prevent any c1t1zen of the Umted States rights. 

• 1 d fi • • h' d • 1 e l Penalty for lawfully ent1t e to vote rom g1vmg 1s support or a vocacy m a aw,u conspiring to ob-
struct, &c. the 
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due course of manner towards or in favor of the election of any lawfully qualified per
justice, &c. _in son as an elector of President or Vice.President of the United States, 
anyStatew 1th h C · f th ·u ·t d St t ·to •• Intent to deny to or as a member of t e ongress o e m e a es, 01 mJure any 
any citizen his such citizen in his persori or property on account of such support or advo
equal rights . cacy each and every pen,"'On so offending shall be deemed guilty of a 
nnderthelnw, ' • • h f • d" • t • •• or, by fo~ce, high crime, and, upon conviction t ereo m any 1str1c or c~rcmt court 
&c. t~ J?revent of the United States or district or supreme court of any Territory of the 
t~reJ1:z!~t:11

• United States having jurisdiction of similar offences, shall be punished by 
from advocating a fine not less than five hundred nor more than five thournnd dollars, or 
in a lawful ~an- by imprisonment, with or without hard labor, as the court may determine, 
ner the election . • I h • h of any person, for a per10d of not less than six mont 1s nor ~ore! an six years, as t e 
as, &c. court may determine, or by both such fine and 1mpr1sonment as the court 

P
Cou~tsh. e t shall determine. And if any one or more persons engaged in any such 

unts m n • • f" h f h 
Any conspira- conspiracy shall do, or ·cause to be done, any act m mt erance o t e 

tor doing, &c. object of such conspiracy, whereby any person shall be injured in his 
any act rn fur- d • f l • d • • • h therance of the person or property, or eprived o rnvrng an exerc1srng a1~y _ng t or 
objec~ofthe privile~ of a citizen of the United States, the person so IDJUred or 
cthonspbira<;1Y1 ai:id deprived of such ricrhts and privileo-es may have and maintain an action ere y tnJUrtng o . ,., . . . . 
another, to be for the recovery of damages occas10ned by such mJ11ry or depnvat10n of 
liable m dam- rio-hts and privileges ao-!linst any one or more of the persons engaged in 
agei therefor. 0 h , h O 

• b d • h d" • t • Proceedings to sue conspiracy, sue action to e pr9se<,ute m t c proper 1stnc or 
be in c?urrs of circuit court of the United States, with and subject to the same rights 
t~!t~ted ?f appeal, review upon error, a~~ other remedies provi?ed. in lik~ cases 

1soe, ch. at. rn such courts under the prov1s10ns of the act·of April mo-th, eighteen 
Vol. xiv. P· 27. hundred and sixty-six, entitled "An act to protect all persons in the 

United States in their ci\"il rights, and to furnish the means of their 
vindication." 

What to be_ SEC, 3. Thl/ot in all cases where insurrection, domestic violence, un-
g;e~e: gt!~n:l lawful combinations, or conspiracies in any State shall so obstruct or 
any class of Its hinder the execution of the laws thereof, and of the United States, as 
poopl

1
eofthe,~ to deprive any portion or class of the people of such.State of any of the 

equ11 protection • h • .1 . . . • d • h C • • uuder the Jaws. rig ts, pr1 VI eges, or 1mmun1t1es, or protect10n, name m t e onstJtut1on 
aud secured by this act, and the co_nstituted authorities of such State 
shall either be unable to protect, or shall, from any cauRe, fail in or re
fuse protection of the people in such rights, such facts shall be deemed a 
denial by such State of the equal protection of the laws to which they are 

When the dne entitled under the Constitution of the United States; and in all such 
execution of the I h • • • J J f' 1 b" • Jaw~, &c. is ol>- cases, or_ w 1enever any sue msurrection, no ence, un aw u corn mat1on, 
struoted by vio- or conspiracy shall oppose or obstruct the laws of the United States or 
~nee, &c. the the due execution thereof, 01• impede or obstruct the due course of justice 
I resident sh~ll d th • h 11 b l f1 l ,. I p • d • • d~ whnt he may un er e same, 1t s a e aw u 1or tie resident, an 1t shall be his 
deemuecessary duty to take such measures, by the employment of the militia or the 
:~cshu~l~r:~oe land and naval forces of the United States, or of either, or by other 
&c. ' means, as he may deem necessary for the suppression of such insurrec-

l'ersoM nrd- tion, domestic violence, or combinations; and any person who fhull be 
re ,ted to be o· t d d h . . f . . . livered to tbe arr~s e un er t e prov1s10ns o this and the precedmg section shall be 
m ,r~llill. deh vered to the m11r:,hal of the proper district, to be dealt with according 

to law. 
What unhiw- SEC, 4. That whenever in any State or part of a State the unlawful 

fut combinations combinations named in the preceding section of this act shall be oro-an-
to be deemed a • d d ,., 
rebellion against 1ze an ~rmed, and so numerous and powerful as to be able, by vio-
the government lence, to either overthrow or set at defiance the constituted authorities 
i\!~e

9
.United of su~h State, and of the United States within such State, or when the 

constituted authorities are in complicity with, or shall connive at the 
unlawful purpos!)S of, s?ch powerful and armed combinations; and 
~henever, by reason of either or all of the causes aforesaid, the convic
tion of_ such offe~de~s a~d the ~reserv~tion of the public safety shall be
C?me m such d1str1ct 1mpract1cable, rn every such case such combina
tions shall be deemed a rebellion against the government of the United 
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States, and during the continuance of such rebellion, and within the During such 
limits of the district which shall be so under the sway thereof. such limits re~e

1
l_lion, an~ 

b • b d b 1 • • ' wit 1m certam to e prescri e Y proc amatxon, 1t shall be lawful for the President of limits the Presi-
the Unikd States, when in his judgment the public safety shall require dent r:iay su~-
it, to su~pend the privileges of the writ of habeas corpus to the end that penbd the writ of . . • ha e•s corpus. 
such rebellion may be overthrown: Provuled, That all the provisions of Provisions of 
the second section of an act entitled "An act relating to habeas corpus, act 

d I • • d • • l d' • • 1863, ch. 81, § 2, an regu at1ng JU 1cia proeee mgs m certam cases," approved March Vol. xii. p. 755 
third, eighteen hundred and sixty-three, which relate to the discharge of made applicabIJ 
prisoners other than prisoners of war, and to the penalty for refusing to hep~~d!amation 
obey the order of the court, shall be in full force so far as the same are to be first made, 
appli_cable to the provisions of this section: Provided furth~r, That the &Vol. i. P· 424. 
President shall first have made proclamation, ·as now provided by law, Vol. xii. P· 282. 
commanding such insurgents to disperse : And provided also, That the See p_p 949_-954. 
provisions of this Rection shall not be in force after the end of the next 

0
f':.:,s ;:1~0furce 

regular session of Congress. ~fter, &c. 
SEc. 5. That no person shall be a grand or petit juror in any court of 

the United States upon any inqu_iry, hearing, or trial of any suit, pro- Certain per-
d• • b d • • d h • • f sons not to be cee mg, or prosecut10n ase upon or ar1smg un er t e prov1s10ns o jurors in certain 

this act who shall, in the judgment of the court, be in complicity with cases. 
any such combination or conspiracy ; and every such juror shall, before Jurors to take 
entering upon any such inquiry, hearing, or trial, take and subscribe an oath • 
oath in open court that he has never, directly or indirectly, counselled, 
advised, or voluntarily aided any such combination or conspiracy; and . F~lse s'Year
each and every person who shall take this oath; and shall therein swear ~\Js 1ia!iik:te 
falsely, shalt be guilty of perjury, and shall be subject to the pains and pe~jury. 
penalties declared against that crime, and the first section of the act Repeal of first 
entitled " An act defining additional causes of challenge and prescribing section of act 

d.1· • 1 h r d d • • • h U • d S ,, 1862, ch. 10s. an a u1t10na oat 1or gran an petlt Jurors m t e mte tates courts, Vol. xii. p. 4so. 
approved June seventeenth, eighteen hundred and sixty-two, be, and the 
the same is hereby, repealed. 

SEc. 6. That any person or persons, having knowledge that any of An:y-person 
the wrongs conspired to be done and mentioned in the second section of ~~~-:;1i~;~~~s 
this act are about to be committed, and having power to prevent or aid are about to be 
in preventino- the same, shall neo-lect or refuse so to do, and such wrong- done, and having 

o . 0 • power to pre-
fol act shall be comm1tted, such person or persons shall be hable to the· vent, &c., neg-
person injured, or his legal representatives, for all damages caused by lects so to do, 

any such w'.~ngful act which such first-named person or persons by ~~!na:rs d~~~. 
reasonable diligence could have prevented ; and such damages may be is made liable for 
recovered in an action on the case in the proper circuit court of the all damages 

U • l S d b f ·1t f h ....i.'. I caused thereby. n1te< tates, an any num er o persons gm y o sue wrong1u Suits therefor 
neglect or refu8al may be joined as defendants in such action: Provided, in ~ourt~ of the 
That such action shall be commenced within one year after such cause un,~;e1d statesb. 

• ,, 10 may e 
of action shall have accrued; and if the death of any person shall be joinedasdefend-
caused by any such wroiwful act and neo-lect, the legal representatives ants_. . . 

0 
"' • h r d L1m1tation. of such deceased perwn shall have such action t ere1or, an may If d~ath is 

recover not exceedino- five thousand dollars damages therein, for the caused by such 
benefit of the widow of such deceased person, if any there be, or if there twhron1 gfu1I act, . , e ep:a repre-
be no widow, for the benefit of the next of km of such deceased person. senta•ives of de• 

SEc. 7. That nothina- herein contained shall be construed to supersede ce11Bed :nay . 
0 f: I b mamtam action or repeal any former act or law except so ar as t 1e same may e repug- &c. and for ' 

nant thereto; and any offences heretofore committed ~gainst the tenor whose benefit. 
of any former act shall be prosecuted, and any proceeding already com-·& Formt erlaws1 d' 

l • ·d d I t d th c. no repea e ' menced for the prosecution thereof shal be contmue an comp e e. '· e &c. 
same as if this act had not been passed, except so far as the provlSlons Former ofl'en-

. · d l"d h d' ces to be prose• of this act may go to sustam an va 1 ate sue procee mgs, cuted, 
APPROVED, April 20, 1871. 


	ch22-p13



