
CONVENTION WITH NEW ZEALAND. Aua. 3 & OcT. 5, 18i0. 1121 

Postal Convention between the Uni"ted States of America and the Colonial August 3 
Government of New Zealand. Signed at 1Vi.1shington the 5th of Octo- and 
ber, 1870, and at Wellington,New Zealand, the 3d of August, 1870,-and October 5. 1870• 

approved by the Presideut of the United States, October 5, 1870. 

Trrn undersigned, being thereunto duly authorized by their respective 
governments, have agreed upon the following artieles establishing and 
regulating the exchange of correspondence between the United States of 
America and the colony of New Zealand:~ 

ARTICLE I. There shall be an exchange of correspondence between Correspond
the United States of America and New Zealand, by means of the direct ence to be ex
line of colonial mail packets plying between San Francisco and said changed. 
colony, as well as by such other means of direct mail steamship trans• 
portation between the United States and New Zealand a~ shall hereafter 
be established, with the approval of the respective Post Departments of 
the two countries, comprising letters, newspaperg, and printed matter of 
every kind, originating in either country, and addressed to and deliver-
able in the other country, as well as correBpondenre in closed mails 
originating in New Zealand and destined for foreign countries by way of 
the United States. 

ARTICLE II. The post-offices of New York, Boston, and San Fran- 0fficesofex
cisco shall be the United States offices of exchange, and Aukland and change. 
Wellington the offices of exchange of the colony of New Zealand, for all 
mails transmitted under this arrangement. 

ARTICLE III. No accounts shall be kept between the Post Depart- No accounts 
ments of the two countries upon the international correspondence, wr.itten to betkept; each 

• d h d b h b h I II • • coun ry to re-or prmte , exc ange et ween t em, ut eae country s ia retam to its tain what it col-
own use the postages which it collects. lects. 

The single rate of international letter postage shall be twelve cents in Rates of letter 
the United States, and sixpence in New Zealand, on each letter weigh- postage. 
ing half an ounce or Jess, and an additional rate of twelve cents (six-
pence) for each additional weight of half an ounce or fmction thei,eof, 
which shall, in all cases, be prepaid at least one single rate, by means of 
postage stamps, at the office of the mailing in ei1her country. Letters Letters unpaid 
unpaid or prepaid less than one foll rate of postage shall not be forwarded, r::::;d;d,t to be 
but insufficiently paid letters en which a single rate or more has been 
prepaid shall be forwarded, charged with the deficient po~tage, to be col-
lected and retained by the Po,t Department of the country of destination. 
Letters folly prepaid, received in either country from the other, shall be 
delivered free of all charge whatsoever. 

The United States post-office shall levy and collect to its own use, on Postage on 
newspapers addressed to or rec~ived from New Zealand, a postage charge newspapers. 
of two cents; and on all other articles of printed matter addreHsed to or 
received from New Zealand, a postage charge of four cents per each 
weight of four ounres or fraction of four ounces. 

The post-office of New Zealand shall levy and collect to its own use, 
on newspapers and other articles of printed matter, addressed to or re
cei,·ed from the United States, the regular rates of domestic postage 
chargeable thereon by the laws and regulations of the colony of New 
Zealand. 

NPwspapers and all other kinds of printed matter are to be subject to t Provisiaopnsrsas . . h . o newsp e • 
the b.ws and regulations of each country respectively, m regard to t e1r 
liability to be rated with letter-postage, when containing written matter, 
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Transit in 
closed mails. 

Rates of tran
sit postage. 

or for any other cause specified in said laws and regulations, as well as in 
regard to their liability to customs duty under the revenue laws. . 

ARTICLE IV. The United States office engages to grant !he transit 
throu<rh the United States as well as the conveyance by Umted States 
mail packets, of the corre;pondence in closed mails which the New ~:a• 
land post-office may desire to transmit via the ,United States to Br1t_1sh 
Columbia the British North American provinces, the West Indies, 
Mexico, Central and South America, and at the following rates of United 
States transit-postage, viz.: - . . 

For the United States territorial transit of closed mails from New 
Zealand for l\Iexico, British Columbia, Canada, or other British North 
American provinces, whe,\ transmitted entirely by land route~, s)x cents 
per ounce for letter mails and sixteen cents per pound for all kmds of 
printed mat.ter. . 

For the United States territorial and sea transit of closed mails from 
New Zealand for Briti,h Columbia or other British North American 
provinces, l\lexico, Central and South America, or the ,vest India Isl
ands, when transmitted from the Uuited States by sea, twenty-five cents 
per ounce for letter mail:; and twenty cents per pound for all kinds of 
printed matter. 

New Zealand The New Zealand post-office shall render an account to the United 
posdt-office to State8 post-offi,:c, upon hitter-bills to accompany each mail, of the weight 
ren er accounts; f l 1 ., I f I • d • d • I J d o I ie ettcrs, irnu a ,o o t ie prmte matter contmne 111 sue 1 c ose 

mails fonvardNI to the United States for transmis$ion to either of the 
accounts to be above-named countries and colonies; and the accounts arising between 

tttled quarter- the two o!lh:es on thi,, cl:1ss of correspondence shall be stated, adjusted, 
Y· and settled quarterly, and the amounts of the United States transit 

charges found due on such closed m.ails shall be promptly paid over by 
the New Zealand post-office to the U11it11d States post-office, in such man

Prepaid letters 
1lo be delivered 
without charge. 

ner as the Postmaster-General of the United States shall prescribe. 
AHTICLE V. Prepaid l,·tter6 from foreign countries received in and 

forwarded from the Uuited Stall's to New Zealand, shall be delivered in 
said colony free of all charges whatsoever, and ]1\tters received in New 
Zealand.from tlw United St~tte, a,ldres:-ed to New South Wales, or Aus
tralia, will be forwarded to destination, subject to the same conditions as 
nrc npplieable to corrc,pondeuce originating in New Zealand and ad
dre,H•·d to those countries. 

If any Au~tra- A1n1c1,1<: VI. In the event of any of the Australian colonies not 
Han col01!y does ncrreein!Y with New Zt:aland to contribute to the maintenance of any line 
not contr1l>utt~ to t'? •in k • , • 
mainl!tin the line ol ma,~ pac ets p!y1ng between New Zealand and the Umted States of 
of mail pncke:s. America, and sub,;idized by New z.,aJnnd, the New Zealand post-office 

Registered ar
ticles. 

Fee. 

may requir·e the United States post-office not to forward by such subsi
dized packets any mails. letter;;, newspapers, or other articles addressed 
to such colony, and the New Zealand post-office may refuse to transmit 
to their destination all mails, letters, newspapers, or other printed matter 
addressed to such colony, nnd received in New Zealand from the United 
States by such subsirlized packets, and may refuse to forward to their 
destination by such sub$idized packets, all mail~, letters, newspapers, or 
other printed mntter reci,ived in New Zealatid from such colony, and ad-
dressed to the Unitt>d States of America; or elsewhere. 

ARTICLE VII. The two Post Departments may by mutual agreement 
provide for the transmission of registered articles in the mails exchanged 
between the two countrie~. 

The register foe for each article shall be ten cents in the United States 
and --- in New Zealand. ' 

,Detailed regu-. ARTICLE VIII. The two Post D_epartments shall settle by agreement 
Jations to be b t th II f d I d made. e_ ween e~, a. measures. o etai an arr~~gement required to carry 

this convention rnto execution, and may modify the same in like manner 
from time to time, as the exigencies of the service may require. 
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ARTICLE IX. Every fully prepaid letter dispatched from one country Letters, how 
to the other shall be plainly stamped with the words '' Paid all" in red to be stamPed. 
ink, on the right-hand upper corner of the address, in addition to the date 
stamp of the office at which it was posted; and on insufficiently paid letters 
the amount of the deficient postage shall be inscribed in black ink. 

ARTICLE X. Dead letters, which cannot be delivered from whatever Dead letters to 
cause, shall be mutually returned without charge, monthly, or as frequently be returned. 
as the regulations of the respective offices will permit. 

ARTICLE XI. This convention shall come into operation on the first Convention 
day ?f December, 1_870, and shall be terminable at any time, on a notice re~t"a~/!t~;f• 
by either office of six: months. terminable. 

Done in duplicate and signed in Washington the fifth day of October, 
one thousand eight hundred and seventy, and in Wellington, New Zea
land, on the third day of August, in the same year. 

[SEAL,] JNO. A. J. CRESWELL, 

[sEA.L.] 

Postmaster-General of the United States. 

JULIUS LOYD, 
Postmaster-General of New Zealand. 

I hereby approve the aforegoing convention, and in testimony thereof 
I have caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 

By the President: 
[sEAL.] HAMILTON F1sn, 

Secretary of State. 

W .A.SHINGTON, October 5, 1870. 

U.S. GRANT, 




	Postal-New-Zealand-1870



