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C'onvention between the General Post-Office of the United States of .America 
and the General Post-Office of the Netherlands. 

TnE undersigned, being thereunto duly authorized by their respective Sept. 26 188'/'. 
Governments, have agreed upon the following Articles for the ameliora- Co tra~f g 
tion of the postal service between the United States of America and the plll'ti!. m 
Kingdom of the Netherlands: 

ARTICLE I. There shall be an exchange of correspondence between c d 
the United States of America and the Kingdom of the Netherlands by to~;;;~:n:~~ 
means of their respective Post Departments, and this correspondence 
shall embrace : 

1. Letters, ordinary and registered. to embraoe 
2. Newspapers, book-packets, prints of all kinds (comprising maps, what. 

plans, engravings, drawings, photographs, lithographs, and all other like 
productions of mechanical processes, sheets of music, etc.,) and patterns 
or samples of merchandise, including grains and· seeds. 

And such correspondence may be exchanged, whether originating in 
either of said countries and destined for the other, or originating in or 
destined for foreign countries to which these may respectively serve as 
intermediaries. 

ARTICLE II. The offices for the exchange of mails shall be on the Offices for ex,, 
part of the United States: change of mails. 

1. New York. 
2. Boston. 
On the part of-the Netherlands: 
The travelling office Moerdyk. 
Each Post. Department may at any time, after notice to the other, 

discontinue either of the offices of exchange on its side, always leaving 
one office ; and the two offices by agreement may at any time establish 
additional offices of exchange. 

ARTICLE III. Each office shall make its own arrangements for the Arrangementll 
despatch of its mails to the other office by regular lines of communica-for _despatch of 
• dhll. h f h' d'tma.ils. twn; an s a at its own cost pay t e .expense o sue rnterme 1a e 

transportation. It is also agreed that the cost of international ocean and Cos~ of tran&
territorial transit of the closed mails between the respective frontiers portation. 
shall be first defrayed by that one of the two Departments which shall 
have obtained from the intermediaries the most favorable pecuniary 
terms for such conveyance; and any amount so advanced by one for 
account of the other shall be promptly reimbursed. 

ARTICLE IV. The standard weight for the single rate of inter- Weight for 
national postage and rule of proaression shall be : single rate of 

o postage 1. For letters, 15 grammes. • 
2. For all other correspondence, mentioned in the second paragraph 

of the first article, that which the despatching offjce shall adopt for the 
mails which it despatches to the other, adapted to the convenience and 
habits of its interior administration. But each office shall give notice to 
the other of the standard w.eight it adopts, and of any subsequent change 
thereof. The rule of progression shall always be an additional single 
rate for each additional standard weight or fraction thereof. The weight 
stated by the despatching office shall always be accepted, except in case 
of manifest mistake. 

ARTICLE V. The single rate c.f postage on the direct correspondence Rateofpostage. 
exchanged between the two admbiistrations, subject to the reserve men-
tioned in Article VIII., shall be a~ follows : 

l. On letters from the United States, 15 cents (U .. S.) 
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Rates of post
age. 

2 On letters from the Netherlands, 40 cents (Dutch.) 
3' On all other correspondence mentioned in the second paragraph of 

the 
0

first article, the rate shall be, for the mails despat~hed, that whi?h 
the despatching office shall adopt, adapted to the conve~1ence ~nd habits 
of its interior administration. But each office shall give notice to the 
other of the rate it adopts, and of any subsequent change ther~of.. 

Rates when ARTICLE VI. "Whenever a regular line of steam commumcat10n, 
~irect steam acceptable to the two offices may be employed directly between any port 
lines shall bees- , ' f h N h f E t • h t tablished. of the United States and any port o t e ort o urope ~ sue ra es 

that the entire cost of transportation between the two frontiers s?all not 
exceed for each sin<>"le letter rate 5 cents (U. S.) and for -each kilogram 
of other corresponcknce IO cents (U. S. ;) _in that ca~e it is agreed that 
the international single letter rate of postage by such !me shall be reduced 
to 10 cents (U. S.) from the United States and 25 cents (Dutch) from 
the Netherlands. And the two offices shall by common accord fix: the 
time when this reduction shall take effect. 

Prepayment ARTICLE VII. The prepayment of postage on ordinary letters shall 
optional. be optional, subject to the conditions in Article VIII. mentioned; but on 

registered letters, and on all other correspondence mentioned in paragraph 

Proceedings 
when postages 
are nnpaid, or 
not sufficiently 
paid. 

the second of the first article, it shall be obligatory. 
ARTICLE VIII. If, however, the postage on any correspondence 

shall be prepaid insufficiently, it shall nevertheless be forwarded to its 
destination, charged with the deficient postage, adding full amounts instead 
of fractions of 1 cent (U. S.) or 5 cents (Dutch.) Upon the delivery of 
any unpaid or insufficiently paid letter, or of any other insufficiently 
paid correspondence, there shall be levied a fine in the United States not 
exceeding 5 cents (U. S.), in tqe Netherlands not exceeding 15 cents 
(Dutch.) This tine and also the deficient postage on all other corres
pondence than letters, shall not enter into the accounts between the two 
offices, but shall be retained to the use of the collecting office. 

Registered ARTICLE IX. Registered correspondence shall, in addition to the 
correspondence. postage, be subject to a register fee, not exceeding 10 cents (U.S.) in 

the United States, and not exceeding 25 cents (Dutch) in the Nether

What corre
spondence may 
be registered. 

lands; and this fee shall be always prepaid. 
ARTICLE X. Any correspondence may be registered, as well inter

national correspondence as that originating in or destined for other coun
tries to which these two administrations may respectively serve as inter
mediaries. in either direction for the transmission of such registered 
articles. Each Department shall notify the other of the countries to 
which it m<1y thus serve as intermediary . 

.Basis for regu- ARTICLE XI. Accounts between the two offices shall be rerrulated 
lationtsof ac- on the following basis: From the total amount of postarres and ;'eo-ister coun . ,._ 0 o 

,e~s collected by each ~ffice on letters, added to the total amount of pre-

Regulations 
for despatch of 
correspondence. 

paid postages and register fees on other correspondence which it de
spatches, the de~patching office shall deduct the amount required, at the 
agreed rate, for the cost of the intermediate transit thereof between the 
two frontiers ; and the amount of the two net sums shall be divided 
between the two offices, in the proportion of three-fifths to the United 
States office and two-fifths to the office of the Netherlands. • 

ARTICLE X:II. The correspondence merttioned in the second paragraph 
of the first article shall be despatched under reo-ulations to be established 
by the despatching office; but always including"'the followino-: 

1. _No packet shal! contain anyt?in& which shall be clos~d against in
spection, nor any wntten commun_1cat1on whatever, except to state from 
whom or to whom the packet 1s sent, the numbers and ~he prices 
placed upon patterns or samples of merchandise. 

2. No packet may exceed two feet in length or one foot in any other 
dimension, or the equivalent in Dutch measurement. 

8. Neither office shall be bound to deliver any article the importation 
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of ~hie~ may be prohibited by the laws or regulations of the country of 
destmat10n. 

~- So long as an.Y customs. or stamp duty may be chargeable on any 
articles exchanged m the mails such duty may be levied for the use of 
the customs or stamp revenue. 

5. Except as above no charge whatever otherwise than is herein ex
pressly provided, shall be levied or collected on the correspondence ex 

• changed. 
ARTICL~ XIII. 1!1e t~o Post Departments shall establish by agree- Exchange of 

ment and m conformity with the arrangements in force at the time the corresponde!'oe 
d.• · h' 1 h fii • 1 . ' by open mails. con 1t1ons upon w 1c 1 t e two o ces may respective y exchange m open 

mails the correspondence originating in or destined to other forei"n coun-
tries to which they may reciprocally sen'e as intermediaries. It is always 
understood, however, that such correspondence shall only be char"ed 
with the rate applicable to direct international correspondence a~..,_ 
mented by th.e postage due to foreign countries, and by any other tax f~r 
exterior service. 

ARTICLE XIV. Each office accords to the other the privilege of Transit _of 
transit of closed mai_ls exchanged in either direction, between the latter 0

1
losed hma_ilhs 

d t t h. h th h • d' b • t 1roug e1t er an any coun ry o w 1c e ot er may serve as an rnterme 1ary, y its country 
usual means of mail transportation, whether on sea or land. 

Such territorial transit shall be reciprocally free of expense. 
For such transit by sea the United States office shall receive as 

follows: 
1. For transit across the waters of the Atlantic ocean, or between the 

two frontier:; by sea: (a) For letters, 8 cents (U. S.) per single letter 
rate; (b) for other corre:;pondence, 12 cents (U. S.) per kilogramme, 
net. 
• 2. For transit across the waters of the Pacific ocean: (a) For letters, 

10 cents (U.S.) per single lettBr rate; (b) for other correspondence, 20 
cents (U. S.) per kilogramme, net. 

For such transit by sea, the Netherland Office shall receive as follows: 
For transit across the waters of the Atlantic ocean or between the two 
frontiers: (a) For letters, 8 cents (U. S.) per single letter rate; (b) for 
other"correspondence, 12 cents (U.S.) per kilogramme, ne!. 

ARTICLE XV. The postal accounts between the two offices shall he Postal ao
stated quarterly, and transmitted and verified as speedily as practicable, ~ount~, w~n to 
and the balance found due shall be paid to the creditor office, either e 

stared
' c. 

by exchange on London or at the debtor office, as the creditor office may 
desire. The rate for the conversion of the money of the two countries 
shall be fixed by common agreement between the two offices. 

ARTicLE XVI. When in any port of either country a closed mail is Transfe! of 
transferred from one vessel to anoth;-r without any expense to the office ~?t~:u~~~~~nse. 
of the country where the transfer 1s made, such transfer shall not be 
subject to any po~tal charge by one office against the other. 

ARTICLE XVII. Official communications between the two offices shall Official com-
not be the occaKion of any accounts on either side. . munications. 

ARTICLE XVIII. Letters wrongly sent or wrongly addressed, or not Misseut lettors. 
deli\·erable for whatever cause, shall be returned to the originating office 
at its expense, if any expense is incurred. Registered correspon_dence of 
aU kinds not deliverable for any cause shall also be returned m like man-
ner. All other correspondence which cannot be delivered shall remain 
at the disposition of the receivin" office. Any postages upon corres-
pondence returned, which shall hav~ been charged against the office of 
destination, shall be discharged from the account. . . 

ARTICLE XIX. The two offices shall by mutual consent establish de- J?eta!lcd regu• 
tailed regulations for carrying these Articles into e_xecution? and they latioll8 
may modify such regulations in like manner from time to time, as the 
exigencie:i of the service may require. 
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. When conven- ARTICLE XX. This Convention shall take effect on the first ctay 
tiodnhtakes1 elfectot, of January next, and shall continue in force until terminated by mutual 
an ow ong • ,-. • h d,a h ffi continue. agreement; or otherwise until one year 1rom t e te w en one o ce 

shall have notified the other of its desire to terminate it. But the two 
offices may by common accord modify it at any time, as the exigencies of 

, . the service may require. 
8~Ject to ap- It is subject to approval on the one part by the Postmaster-General 

proT • of the United States, on the other by the Minister of Finance of the 
Netherlands. 

Execution. Executed in duplicate at the Hague, the twenty-sixth day of Septem-

Approval by 
the Postmaster
General; 

by the Presi
dent of the 
Ullited States. 

ber, in the year 1867. 
[L. s.] 

[L, S.] 

JoHN A. KAssoN, 
Sp. Com'r, ~c., ~c., U. S. 

J. P. HOFSTEDE. 

POST-OFFICE DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON,} 
October 18, 1867. 

Having examined and considered the foregoing Articles of a Postal 
Convention for the amelioration of the Postal Service betwee~ the Unit
ed States of America and the Kingdom of the Netherlands, which were 
agreed upon and signed in duplicate at the Hague, the twenty-sixth day 
of September, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-seven, by the Hon. 
John A. Kasson, Special Commissidner, &c., on behalf of this Depart
ment, and by Mr. J. P. Hofstede, Chief Director of the General Post 
Office of the Nether lands, on behalf of his Department; the same are by 
me hereby ratified and approved by and with the advice and consent of 
the President of the United States. 

In witness whereof, I have caused the seal of the Post-Office Depart
ment to ?e hereto affixed, with my signature, the day and year first 
above written. 

[L. s.] ALEx. W. RANDALL, 

Postmaster-General, U. 8. 

I hereby approve the aforegoing Convention, and in testimony thereof, 
I have caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 

rL. s.J . ANDREW JOHNSON. 
By the President : 

F. W. SEWARD, .Actin,q Secretary; of State. 
WASHINGTON, October 18, 1867. 
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