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Postal (Jonventi"on between the Unz'ted States and 1.lfexico. 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: Dec. 11, 1861. l 

A PRE>CLAMATION. 

Wmm,RAS a postal convention between •the United States of America Preamble. 
and the R,,public of Mexico was concluded and signed at the city of 
:Mt>xico on the eleventh day of December, one thomand eight hundred 
and sixty-one, which convention, being in the English language, i~, 
word for word, as follows : -

POSTAL CONVENTION BETWEEN THE uNITED STATES OF AMER­
ICA AND THE UNlTED MEXICAN STATES. 

The United States of America and the United 1\Iexican States, being C~mtracting 
desirous of drawing more closely the friendly relations existing between parties. 
the two countries, and of facilitating the prompt and regul&r transmi,sion 
of corre,;pondence between their respective territories, have resoh·ed to 
conclude a postal convention, and have named as their plenipotentiaries, 
that is to say : -

The President of the United Stales of America has appointed Thomas 
Corwin, a citizen of the United State~, and their envoy extraordinary aud 
minister plenipotentiary near the Mexican government; and the Presi­
dent of the United Mexican States has appointed Sebastian Lerdo de 
Tejada, a citizen of the said states, and a deputy of the Congress of the 
Union, who, after having communicated to each other their respective full 
power,;, found in good and due form, have agreed upon the following 
articles: -

A1n1cLJ<; I. There shall he charged npon all letters, newspapers, re- Rates or po.,t­
views, or other periodical publications, printed pamphlets, or other printed age. 
matter, conveyed either by United States or Mexican vefsel,, between a 
port in the United States of America and a port in Mexico, the following 
sea rate, of po,tage, that is to say: -

1. Upon all ldters not excP.eding half an ounce in weight the rate of 
seven cents ; and upon all letters weighing more than half an ounce an 
additional rate of seven cents for each additional half-ounce or fraction 
thereof. 

2. Upon every newspaper, daily or other, the rate of one cent. 
3. Upon reviews or other periodical publications, printed pamphlets, or 

other printed matter, the rate of one cent for every ounce or fraction of 
an ounce weight. 

The said newspapers, reviews, or other periodical publications, printed Printedmatter 
l l l • d I II b t • b 1 _ how to be sent. pamp 1 ets, or ot ier prmte matter, s ·1a e rnn m 11arrow ants or co, ers, 

open at the sides or endg, so that they may be ea,i~y examined, subject to 
the laws and regulations of each country respectively. 

ARTICLR IL There shall be charaed by the Post-Office of the United . Prepay!llent 
S f A · 1 1 "' • d 11 t m the Umted tates o mer1ca upon al etter~, new~papers, prrnte pamp 1 e s,. or States of inlanil 
other printed matter mailed in the United States and forwarded to :Mexico and sea postage 
by sea, whether by United States or by Mexican vessels, such rates of on Mat!er ~ent 
inland posta~e as are now or may hereafter be establi~hed ?Y the.laws of to exico, 
the United.States, and the rate of sea postage prescribed m Artwle fir_st 
which inland and sea postage shall be combined into one rate, and paid 
always in advance. 
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Such prepayment shall be certified by the appi_-opriate stamps of the 
United States Post-Office, and the postage so paid shall beluug exclu­
sively to the United States of America; 

There bhall be charged by the Post-Office of the United l\fe~ican 
U::t~~i~:;r to States upon all letter~, newspapers, printed pamp?lets,, or otl1~r prm~ed 
States. mattet· mailed in Mexico and forwarded to the Umted States of Amenca 

by ma, whether by Mexican or by Uni(ed States vc:ssels, such rates of 
inland postiwe a5 are now or may hereafter be established by the laws of 
Mexico and the rate of sea postage prescribed in Artide I., wliich 
inland :~nd sea postage shall be combined ipto one rate, and paid 'always 
in advance. 

in Mexico of 

Sueh prepayment shall be certified by the appropriate clumps of the 
Po,t-Offiee of the United Mexican State~, and the postage rn paid shall 
belono- exclusively ·to Mexil'O . 

. Inland~ostnge AiJrrcLE III. Upon all letters, newf'papers, printed pamphlets, or 
1
8°,.tthe UrHtedtt ot.her printed matter receiw·d in the United States of Anw1ica from 

wt. es on ma er • f 
from Mexico :Mexico by sea, there will be charged by the United Stntcs FllC'h mt, s o 
by sea; inlan.d po,tao-e as are now or may hereafter i.Je estahlieht'd by the laws 

of the Unit~! States, which shall ·be collected at the place of destination, 
an<l shall belong exciusively to the United States of America; and, vice 
1:ersa, upon all letter~, newspaper~, printed pamphlets, _or other printed 

in Mexico on 
mntter from the 
United States 
by sea; 

matter received in lUyxico from the Uuited' States of AmPriea by sea, 
there will be charged by Mexico wch rates of inland rostage as me now 
or may hereafter be establislwd by the laws of .Mexico, which ohall be 
collected at the place of destination, and shall belong exclmhely to 
l\Iexico. 

on mRtter not A1nrCLE IV. All letters, newFpapers, printed pamphlets, or other 
conveyedoysen. printed matter mailed in the United 8tntes of America, and addres:'ed to 

anyplace in the United l\Iexiean States, or ·vi'ce 1·ersa, wl1en not com·eyed 
by sea, shall b~ charged with the rate of inland postage of the C'ountry 
from whici1 such mail matter is sent, \\hich :;hall be prepaid, and wi1h the 
inland po,tage of the country receiving, which E11all be collectLd at the 
place of destination. 

Mail matter 
not to be de­
tained. 

Such postage shall belong respectively to the country collecting the 
same. 

ARTICLE V. All letter~, newspapers, printed pamphlet~, or other 
printed matter mailed in the one <'OLrntry for the other, or reeti,·cd in the 
one country from the other, whciher by laud or sea c011n·yance, sl1all be 
free from any detention or in-pcc1ion whatever, and shall in tlie oue case 
be forwal'ded by the most Fpeedy means to their destination, and in the 
other be promptly delivered to the respective perrnns to whom they are 
addressed, l.Jeing ~uhject in their transmission to the laws and r .. gulations 
of each country, re,pectively. 

~teamorother ARTICLg VI. So soon as steam or other mail packets, under the flao-
ma1! packets. f • I f l • • h I l • "' o elt ier o t 1e contractrng par.nes, E al iave commenced runmng be-

tween their respeciive port-; of entry, whether under subvention from the 
United State, or from Mexico, the contracting parties agree to rectiYe at 
those ports all mailable matter, and to forward it as directed, the destina­
tion being to some regular post-office of either country, charging there­
upon only the rates established by the present convention. 

Mails to be Mails for the United' States of' America shall be mi1de up at rt>gular 
madeupatregu- • t I b h M . P O . . Iar intervals. m ~rva s y t e ex1can ost- fliee and despatched to ports of the 

Umted States; and, in the same manner, mails for Mexico shall be made 
up at regular intervals by the United States Post-Office and despatched 
to ports in Mexico. 

clo;~n~!i\~ to ARTI~LE VI!. The_ United Mexican States engag-e to grant to the 
be free. Umted ~tate~ of America the transit, in closed mails, free from any post­

age duties, nnpo,ts, detention, or examination whatever throu"h the 
United Mexican States, or any of their possessions or ter~itories,

0

of let-
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ters, newspai:iers, printed pamph~ets, or other printed matter, forwarded 
from the Umted !:Hates of America, or any of their possessions or Terri­
tories, to any other possession or Territory of the United States of 
Am~rica, ~r to .any foreign cou.ntry, or from any foreign country, or poa­
sess,on or ferr1tory of the Umted States of America, to the United States 
of America, their po:isessions or Territo_ries. 

1101 

A mail agent of the United States of America shall be permitted to Mail agent to 
accompany the clo.,ed mails in their transit. ac~ompany 

The United States of America, on their part, engage to gra,nt to the mails. 
United Mexican States the transit, in closed mails, free from any postao-e 
duties, impoots, detention, or examination whatever, throun h the Unit;d 
States of America, or any of their possessions or Territo~ies, of letters, 
newspapers, printed pamphlets, or other printed matter, forwarded from 
the United Mexican States, or any of their possessions or territories, to 
any other l\Ie":ican possession or territory, or to any foreign country, or 
from any foreign country, or Mexican po,session or territory, to the 
United Mexican States, their possessions or territories. 

A mail agent of Mexico shall be permitted to accompany the closed 
mails in their transit. 

ARTICLE VIII. The means of making the transit of closed mails, Means of 
under the stipulations of Article VII. of the present convention, shall be mt ak,_ntg

1
thb0 

rHllSI O e 
arranged between the General Post-Office Departments of the two arranged. 
counteies, subject to the approbation of each government, reepectively. 

ARTICLE IX. In ca,e of the misfortune of war between the two na- Mail service 
tions, the mail service of the two Post-Offices shall continue, wi1hout in case of war. 
impediment or molesta_tion, until six weeks after a notification ~hall have 
been made on the part of either of the two governments and delivered to 
the other that the service is to be discontinued ; and in such cam the 
mail packets of the two countrie3 shall be permitted to return freely and 
under special protection to their respective ports. 

ARTICLE X. The respective post-office regulations and rates of post- J?etaited regu, 
age of each of the contractin!? parties shall be communicated to, and all 1

0~
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1ns,bratetst,I d· 

f • ~ f h 1 • f h. • I 11 ,,.,c. 0 e se e ' matters o detail arising out o t e stipu at10ns o t 1s convention s 1a 
be settled between, the General Post-Office Departments of the two 
republics as soon as possible after the exchange of the ratifications of the 
present convention. 

It is also ao-i-eed that the measures of detail referred to in this article may be modi­
may be modified by the two General Post-Office Departments wheneve:, fled. 
by mutual consent, tho.,e departments shall haYe decided that such modi-
fications would be beneficial to the post-office service of the two countries; 
and Mexico propo,e~, as soon a.<1 her means of internal tran,:portation will 
permit, to reduce her present rates of inland postage. 

ARTICLE XL The present convention shall continue in force until it . This con~en-
• • t1on to continue 

shall be abrogated by the mutual consent of the two ,contra.ctmg p~rt1es, how long; 
or until one of them shall ha,·e given twelve months previous uot1ce to 
the other of a desire to abrogate it. 

ARTl'CLE XII. This convention shall be ratified in conformity with when to be 

C • • f h • d h .fl • I 11 b ratified. the onst1tut10ns o t e two countries, an t e rat, (•at10ns s ta e ex-
changed at the city of Mexico within six months from the date hereof, or 
earlier if possible. 

In witness whereof, we, the plenipotentiaries of the United States of 
America and of the United Mexican States, have signed and sealed these 
presents. . 

Done in the city of Mexico, on the eleventh da! of Dec~mber, 1_n the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-one, m ~he e1ght.y­
sixth year of the independence of the United States of Amenca, and m 
the forty-first of that of the United Mexican States. 

[L. s.] THOMAS CORWIN. 
[L. s.] SEB'N LERDO DE TEJADA. 
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And whereas the said convention has been duly ratified on _both pai;ts, 
and the respective ratifications of the same were exchanged m the city 
of Mexico on the twentieth ultimo : - . 

Now, therefore, be it known that I, ABRAHAM ~INC0LN, rres1dent 
of the United States of America, have caused the said convent10n to_ be 
made public to the end that the same and every clause and article 
thereof may' be observed and fulfilled by the United States and the 
citizens thereof. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the 
seal of the United States to be affixed. 

Done at the city of Washington, this tw~ntieth day of Jun~, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand e1g_ht hundred and s1x~y-two, 

[SEAL.] and of the independence of the Umted States of America the 
eighty-sixth. 

By the President : 
WILLIAM H. SEWARD, 

Secretary of State. 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 

July 4, 1862. Regulations under the Treaty, and Rates of Postage between the United 
States and Mexico. 

POST-OFFICE DEPARTMENT, 
July 4, 1862. 

BY the recent postal convention with :Mexico, proclaimed by the Presi• 
dent on the 20th of June, 1862, the following rates of postage are 
established, of which postmasters will take notice : -

Rates of post• 1st. The single letter rate (inland three cents and sea seven cents) is 
age. ten cents per half-ounce ; arid for each fraction over, an additional rate ; 

and prepayment is required. This applies to all letters sent to Mexico 
from the United States by sea. 

2d. On all letters received from Mexico by sea the United States 
domestic rate of postage is to be charged, rating them at the first United 
States post-office at which they are mailed to their destination, either three 
or ten cents per single rate. This is to be collected on delivery. 

3d. On all letters sent to or received from Mexico, when not conveyed 
by sea, the United States domestic postage only, of three or ten cents the 
eingle;ate, is to be charged. This must be pre.Paid at the mailing_ office 
on lett&rs sent, and collected at the office of delivery on letters received. 

4th. The sea rate on printed matter sent to Mexico is one cent for each 
newspaper and one cent per ounce (or fraction of an ounce) on all maga­
zines, periodical publications, and other printed matter; and this is to be 
added, when sent by sea, to our usual inland rate of postage; and this 
combined rate must be prepaid at the mailing-office in the U-nited States, 
When sent by land the United States inland rate of postage only is to be 
charged and prepaid at the mailing office. 

5th. On all such printed matter received from Mexico only our usual 
inland postage iii be collected, and this must be paid in all cases on deliv­
ery at the office of address. 

6th. These regulations must be strictly observed, as no accounts are 
kept with the Mexican Postal Depa1·tment. 

JOHN A. KASSON, 
First .Assistant Postmaster-General. 
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