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Postal Convention between the United States of America and the Empire March 14, 181'0. 
of Brazil: Signed at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, on the 14th dav of Marek 
1870; .Approved b9 the President of the United States on the 9th day 
of Ma9, 1870. 

THE United States of America and his Majesty the Emperor of Brazil Preamble. 
being de,irous to promote the friendly relations existin"' between their 
respective citizens and subjects, by placing the commurtlcations by post 
between the two countries upon an advantageous footing, have resolved 
to conclude a convention for this purpose, and have named as their pleni
potentiaries, - that is to say : 

The President of the United States, Henry T. Blow, a citizen of the Contracting 
tJnited States, their Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary parties. 
near the court of his Imperial Majesty; 

His .Majesty the Emperor of Brazil, the most illustrious and ,most 
excellent Jo'..o Mauricio W anderley, Baron de Cotegipe, Senator and 
Grandee of the Empire, member of his council, commander of his Order 
of the Rose, l\linister and Secretary of State for the Marine Department 
in charge of the foreign affairs, &c.; who, after having communicated to 
each other their respective full powers, found in good and due form, have 
agreed upon and concluded th.e following articles:·-

ARTICLE I. An exchange of correspondence shall hereafter take place Correspond
between the United States of America and the Empire of Brazil by ehce tole ex
means of the line of mail packets, subsidized by the respective govern- c ange ; 
ment,, plying monthly between the port of New York and the ports of 
St. Thomas, in the West Indi.es, and Para, Pernambuco, Bahia, Rio de 
Janeiro, in Brazil, as well as by such other means of transportation be-
tween the seaports of the two countries as shall hereafter be established 
with the approval of the respective Post Departments of the United States 
and Brazil; and this correspondence shall embrace - to include 

1st. Letters and manuscripts subject by the laws of either country to what. 
letter rate of postage. 

2d. Newspapers and prints of all kinds, in sheets, in .pamphlets, and 
in books, sheets of music, engravings, lithographs, photographs, drawings, 
maps, and plans; and such correspondence may be exchanged, whether 
originating in either of said countries, aud destined for the other, or ~rigi
nating in or destined for foreign countries to which they may respectively 
serve as intermediaries. 

ARTICLE I I. New York shall be the office of exchange on tlle side of Offices of ex
the United States, and Para, Bahia, Pernambuco, and Rio de Janeiro change. 
shall be the offices of exchan"e on the side of Brazil for all mails trans-
mitted between the two countries under this arrangement, and all mail 
matter transmitted in either direction between the respective offices of ex-
change shall be forwarded in clo~ed bags or pouches under seal, addressed 
to the corresponding .exchange office. 

The two Post Departments may at any time discontinue either of said 
offices of exchange or establish other~. 

ARTICLE III. The stanclard weight for the single rate of postage and Ra&esofpost-
rule of progression shall be:- age, c. 

1st. For letters or manuscript subject by law to letter rate of postage, 
15 grammes. 

2d. For all other correspondence mentioned in the second para~raph _of 
the first article, that which each department shall adopt for the mails which 
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it dispatches to the other, adapted to the convenience and habits of its in
Ratea of post-

age, &o. terior administration. . . 

No accounts 
to be kept be
tween the de
partments. 

Collection of 
postage on let
ters, &c.; 

But each office shall give notice to the other of the standard weight it 

adopt;;, and of any subsequent change thereof. The _weight stated b)'. the 
dispatching office shall always be accepted, except m cases of mamfest 
error. 

ARTICLE IV. No accounts shall be kept between the Post-Office. De-
partmentd of the two countries on the international correspondence, written 
or printed, exchanged between ther:1 ; but each country s~all levy, collect, 
and retain to its own use the following postage charges, viz. : -

1st. The postage to be charged and collected in the_ Uni_ted State~ on 
each letter or manuscript subject to letter postage, mailed m the Umted 
States, and addressed to any place in the Empire of Brazil, shall be fif'.. 
teen (15) cents, United States currency, per each weight of fifteen 
grammes or fraction of fifteen grammes ; and the posta9e to be charged 
and collected in Brazil on each letter or· manuscript subJect to letter post
a"e, mailed in Brazil, and addressed to any place in the United States, 
shall l>e three hundred reis, Brazilian currency; the same to be in each 
case in full of all charges whatever to the place of destination in either 
country. 

2d. On all other correspondence mentioned in the second paragraph of' 
the first article, there shall be charged and collected by the dispatching 
country such rates of inland postage as are now, or may hereafter be, es
tal>lbhed l>y its laws for domestic correspondence of the same class; and 
in addition thereto a sea rate of one cent, United States currency, (or its 
equivalent in the currency of Brazil,) on each new~paper, and for each 
weight of thirty grammes or fraction of thirty grammes of othe1· printed 
matter, sheets of music, engra,·ing~, lithographs, photographs, drawings, 
maps, and plans, which inland and sea postage shall be combined into one 
rate, and the prepayment thereof certified b-y the stamp of the dispatching 
office. 

&on newspapers, In' like manner, on newspapers, prints of all kinds, and other articles of 
0

• mailable matter (except letters) received in either country from the other, 
there shall be charged and collticted at the office of delivery in the receiv
ing country such r11tes of inland postage as are now, or may hereafter be, 
established for domestic correspondence of the same class by the laws of 
cnch country re,pectively. 

Except as above, no charge whatever shall be levied in the country in 
which iuternationul letters, newspapers, &c. are delivered. 

Newspapers, Newspapers and other correspondence mentioned in the second para-
how to be sent. h f I • I h grap o I 1e first arhc e s all be sent in na1·row bands or covers, open at 

the sides or ends, so that they may be easily examined, and shall be sub
j ec\ to_ th? _Jaws and regulati?n" of the di,patehing country in regard to 
their lmb1hty to be rated with lette1· postage when containing written 
matter, or for any other cause specified in said Jaws and regulations. 

Certain letters A1nICLE V. Letters and other communications in manuscript, which 
tob the returned, from any cause cannot be delivered to their address, after the expimtion 

u uewsp,.pers f • d ffi h • d 1· 11 • not. o a proper per10 to e ect t e1r e 1very, sha be reciprocally returned 
every month, ~nopen_ed and without charge, to the Post-Orfice Depart
ment of the d1spatchmg country; but newspapers and all other articles 
of printed matter shall not be returned, but remain at the disposal of the 
receiving office. 

Letters erroneously transmitted, or wrongly addressed, 3hall be promp
tly returned to the dispatching office. 

Free transfer ARTICLE VI. The governments of the United States and of Brazil 
ofclosed mails. reciprocally grant to each other the privilege of a free transfer of closed 

mails in the po:ts and. harbors of the respective countries, from one ves
sel to another, rn contmuanco of their conveyance to destination. 

ARTICLE VIL The Post Departments of the United ·States and of 
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Brazil _sh~ll establish ~Y agreement,_ ~nd in conformity with the arrange- Exchan or 
menu m force at the tune, the condltlons upon which the two offices may co!r~sp~nfe'nce 
exchange, in open mails, the correspondence ori«inatino-in or destined to odr,gt!""edtmtog ln,or 

· l"h l o o esm ,or-other countr1e:; to w nc t iey may respectively serve as intermediaries ; eign countries. 
but such conespondence shall only he charo-ed with the international 
postage established by this c?nvention, aui:i;rn°e11ted by the po~tage rates 
m force between the forwardmg country and the country of destination 
and any other tax for exterior service. ' 

The two Post Departments are mutually to furnish each other with 
lists stating the foreign countries to which the forei~n postage, and the 
amounts thereof, must be absolutely prepaid, or can be left unpaid ; and 
until such lists are furnished, neither country is to mail to the other any 
correspondence for foreign countries beyond the country to which the 
mail is sent. 

Corre,pondence of this class must be accompanied by a Jetter-bill from 
the dispatching exchange office, specifying the amount due thereon to 
each office, and the receiving exchange office shall return by next post to 
the dispatching ex:change office an acknowledgment of receipt and verifi
cation thereot; whh:h letter-bills and acknowledgments of receipt shall 
serve as vouchers in the settlement of the accounts. The accounts to be 
kept between the two departmMts upon this class of correspondenc.e shall 
be stated quarterly, transmitted and verified as ,peedily as practicable, 
and the balance found due shall be paid promptly to the creditor office 
under ,:mch regulations as the respective Post Departments may from 
time to time prescribe . 

.A:RTICLE VIII. Letters and other corre,pondence originating in Certain cor
foreign countries, and addressed to the United States or to Braz·a, re- rbespdon

1
_dencde ttio 

• J h" h I f, • d • • l h e e 1vere ree spect1ve y, on w 1c t 1e ore1gn an rnternauona postage c arges are of charge. 
fully prepaid, shall, when forwarded through the mails of either country 
to the other, be delivered in the country of destination free of charge. 

ARTICLE IX. The official correspondence betwe1,n each government Official cor
and it:; legation near the other, and that of the latter with the former, besgondfnhe to 
shall be conveyed to its destination free of postage, and with all the pre- e reeo c arge. 
caution;, which the.two governments may find necessary for its inviola-
bility and ,;ecurity. 

ARTICLE X. Neither Post Department shall be required to deli\"er . Prohibited ar
any article received in the mails, the circulation of which shall be pro- bcles. 
hibited by the laws in force in the count1-y of destination. 

ARTICLE XI. The two Post Departments may by mutual agreement . Registered ar
provide for the transmission of registered articles in the mails ex.changed ticles. 
between the two countries. 

'l'he register fee for each article shall be ten cents in the United States, 
and two hundred (200) reis in Brazil. 

ARTICLE XII. The two Post Departments sba11 settle, by agreement M~ures of 
1 fd . d "dt deta1L between them, a I measures o eta1l an arrangement reqmre o carry 

this convention into execution, and may modify the Eame in like manner, 
from time to time, as the exigencies of the service may require. 

ARTICLE XIII. This convention shall take effect from a day to be Convention 
. • ,,. ·1 when to take fixed by the two Post Department,, and shall continue m ,o:ce u?tl an- effect; 

n1,1lled by mutual consent, or until one year from date of notice given by 
one of the departments to the other of its desire to terminate the ;;ame. 

ARTICLE XiV. The present convention ~hall be ratified, and the rati- 'Y38f to be 
fications shall be exchanged at Rio de Janeiro, as soon as pos~ible. rati 

8 
• 

In witnes,; whereof the respective plenipotentiaries have signed and 
sealed the Bame. 

Done in the city of Rio de Janeiro, this fourteenth day of the month 
of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and seventy. 

HENRY T. BLOW. [sEAL.] 
BAR.AO DE COTEGIPE. [SEAL,] 
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Approved. 
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POST-OFFICE DEPARTlIENT, 
Washington, May 9, 1870. 

Having examined and considered the fore.going articles of_a postal co!l• 
vention between the United States of America and the Empire of Brazil, 
which were agreed upon and signed in the. city of Rio de Janeiro, on the 
fourteenth day of 1\Iarch, one thousand eight hundred and seventy, by 
Hon. Henry 'f. Blow, U. S. Minister to Brazil, acti_ng in behalf of, and 
under instructions from, this department, and by His Excellency Baron 
de Cotegipe, Minister and Secretary o_f State for the Marine Department 
of Brazil, in charge of the foreign affairs, &c., the same are by me hereby 
ratified and approved, by and with the advice and consent of the Presi
dent of the United States. 

In witness whereof I have camed the seal of the Post-Office 
[SEAL,] Department to be hereto affixed, with my signature, the day 

and year first above written. 
JNO. A. J. CRESWELL, 

Postmaster- General E S. 

I hereby approve the foregoing <'Onvention, and in testimony 
[SEAL,] thereof I have caused the seal of the United States to be 

affixed. U. S. GRANT. 
By the President: 

HAMILTON Frsa;, 
&cretary of State. 

WASIIINGToN, May 9, 1870. 

TRANSLATION. 

We, Don Pedro II., Constitutional Emperor and Perpetual Defender 
of Brazil, &c., make known to all those who shall see the present letter 
of confirmation, approval, and ratification, that on the fourteenth day of 
the month of l\Iarch, of the current year of one thousand eight hundred 
and seventy, there was concluded and signed at this court, between Us 
and Hi~ Excellency the President of the United States of America, by 
the respective plenipotentiaries, endowed with full powers, a postal con
vention. 

The same convention being present~d to us, and all therein contained 
being seen, con5idere<l, and examined by us, we approve, ratify, and con
firm the same, in the whole, as in each of its articles and stipulations, and 
by the present we pronounce it firm and valid and of full effect, promis
ing by the imperial faith and word to fulfill it, and to have it fulfilled and 
observed in every possible manner. 

In testimony of which we have eaused to be prepared the present let
ter, signed by us, s_e~led with t~e great seal of the arms of the Empire, and 
attested by our 11lm1ster and Secretary of State, undersigned. 

Given at the palace of Rio de Janeiro, on the twenty-eighth 
[sE.A.L,) day of the month of June, of the year of our Lord Jesus 

Christ one thousand eight hundred and seventy. 
PEDRO, Emperor. 
VISCOUNT DE H.ABORALY. 
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