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Convention for the further Amelioration of the Postal Intercourse between October12,186T.
the United States of America and the Swiss Confederation, by means of ~Anie, p. 1031,
International Money- Orders issued by their respective Postal Adminis- T P- 1081
trations.

Tae post department of the United States of America, by its special Contracting

commissioner, John A. Kasson, esquire, and the federal council of the parties.
- Swiss Confederation, by Dr. Jacques Dubs, vice-president of the federal

council and chief of the federal post department, and Jacques-Jean Chal-

let-Venel, member of the federal council and chief of the federal depart-

ment of treasury, have agreed upon the following articles, subject to rati-

fication by the respective authoritics of the two countries : —

ArricLe I Any person resident in either country, and desiring to International
transmit small sums of money to any resident in the other country, may Postal money-
effeet the same by means of international postal money-orders in the man- orders.
ner hereinafter set forth.

AwrticLe I There shall be designated in each country at least one Money-order
office as the international money-order office. This office shall be, (a) on offices.
the part of the United States, New York; (b) on the part of the Swiss
Confederation, Bale. If it shall be found necessary, additional interna-
tional offices may be established by common agreement for the same
object.

Articte IIL Any person desiring to make such international remit- Money-order
tance of money may purchase at any money-order office of the country of 2?{,,”3:,’1‘:;9?“
his residence a postal order for the requisite amount, not exceeding fifty gold.
dollars (gold value) in the United States, or its equivalent in Switzerland.

This order shall be drawn on the international office of the same country. v

It shall contain the nam= and address of the beneficiary in the country of Form of order,
destination, and shail be in the form to be prescribed by the post depart- gga‘;vvl;lcgzgﬁce
ment of the country of origin. The postmaster issuing the order shall '
immediately transmit the original to the postmaster of the international

office on which it is drawn. .

ArticLe IV. At stated periods, and according to a form to be agreed , List of orders
upon between the two post departments in their common regulations for teq,
the execution of this convention, the postmaster of each international
money-order offize shall transmit to the corresponding international office
a duly certified list of such international orders received by him since the
last previous transmission, to be paid in the other country.

Immzdiately upon the receipt thereof the postmaster of the internation-
al receiving offize shall transmit, according to the usage of the receiving
administration, a domestic money-order for the amount due to the benefi-
ciary.

ArrioLe V. Inorder to simplify accounts and to conform the exchange  Charges for
of international money-orders to the usage of each administration, and to ngshaﬂge of or-
the convenience of the people of each country, it is further agreed that =~
the charges for such exchange of orders shall be composed of : —

1. The domsstic charge of the despatching office, which shall not ex-
ceed its usual charge upon domestic money-orders of the same amount.

2. The charge for international exchange, which shall be also fixed by
the despatching administration, subject to a minimum of twenty cents in
the United States and of one franc in Switzerland, and to a maximum of
one per cent. where such rate exceeds the minimum.

3. The domestic charge of the receiving country, upon the order by
means of which the sum is paid to the beneficiary, which shall not exceed
its usual charge upon domestic money-orders of the same amount.
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shall always be prepaid in the country of orig'in,
hase of the order or by deduction at the in-
patching administration may by

The first two charges
either at the time of the purc
ternational despatching office, as the des
regulation prescribe. _ .

The thirg charge shall always be colle.'cted in the country of destination,
by deduction at the international receivmg. office, or in such other mode
as the receiving administration shall prescribe.

The despatching administration shall retain the ﬁ.rst and second charges,
and the receiving administration shall retain the th'lrd charge. )

Each administration reserves the right to establish a rate for the inter-
fational charge mentioned in the second clause of: this ar.tlcle, in excess
of the maximum there fixed, whenever the cost of infernational exchange
shall temporarily render it necessary. ] )

Each administration shall communicate to the other its tariff of charges
which shall be established under this convention.

ArTticLE VI The debtor administration shall also, at its own cost,
immediately after the verification of the semiannual accounts, pay to the
credit of the creditor administration, in London or in Paris, the balance
found due on the exchanges of the last preceding half-year, without any
deduction.

All correspondence exchanged between the respective administrations
in the execution of this convention shall be at the charge of the despatch-
ing office.

If, pending the settlement of an account, it shall be ascertained that the
balance due from one administration to the other shall exceed the sum of
two thousand dollars, the debtor administration shall promptly place a
proximate amount to the credit of the other.

ArticLe VIL. The provisions of this convention relating to money are
established on the basis of gold. If, for the internal convenience of either
country, any other currency shall be paid to the beneficiary of the money-
order, it is, in all cases, to be made as nearly as practicable the equivalent
of gold according to the relative values existing at the time. If the send-
er is allowed to pay for his order in any other currency than gold, the
amount certified by the international office is, in all cases, to be the equiv-
alent in gold. The equivalents are to be ascertained under regulations of
the department employing such currency. The limitation of the charges
in Article V. expressed is also based upon gold value, and if other cur-
rency is accepted, the limitation is extended to reach its equivalent in
such other currency.

ArricLe VIIL Any sums certified asin Article IV. provided, which,
after a reasonable delay, cannot for any cause be paid to the beneficiary,
shall be re-certified to the despatching administration, for the benefit of the
sender, to be repaid in the manner conformable to the interior regulations
of the country of origin. But the administration re-certifying the same
reserves the right to first deduct its domestic charge of the same amount
as if the remittance had been actually paid to the beneficiary.

Arricre IX. Each international office shall certify its orders to the
other, in amounts designated in the denominations of the money of the
despatching country, These denominations shall be converted at the in-
ternational receiving office at the rate which shall be fixed by common
accord of the two administrations. '

ArrioLe X. _The two post departments shall by common accord es-
tablish the detalled‘regulations for carrying this convention into execu-
tion, and may modify them from time to time as the exigencies of the
service may require.

AxricLe XI. This convention shall take effect at a time to be fixed
by common accord of the two administrations. It shall then continue in
force until terminated by mutual agreement, or otherwise, until one year
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from notice given by one department to the other of its desire to termi-
nate it. _
Executed in duplicate at Berne, this 12th day of October, A. D. 1867.
[Sear.] DR. J. DUBS.
[Sear.] Jouy A, Kasson,
Special Commissioner, &e.

[Seav.] J. CHALLET-VENEL.

Post-OrFicE DEPARTMENT, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
Washington, D. C.

Having examined and considered the foregoing articles of a conven- Approved by
tion for the further amelioration of the postal intercourse between the Postmaster-
United States of America and the Swiss Confederation, by means of &weral;
international money-orders issued by their respective postal administra-
tions, which articles were agreed upon and executed in duplicate, at
Berne, on the twelfth day of October, A. D. one thousand eight hundred
and sixty-seven, by the Honorable John A. Kasson, special commis-
sioner, &c., &c., on behalf of this department, and by Dr. Jacques Dubs,
vice-president of the federal council and chief of the federal post de-
partment, and Jaques-Jean Challet-Venel, member of the federal council
and chief of the federal department of the treasury, on behalf of the fed-
eral council of the Swiss Confederation, the same are by me hereby
ratified and approved, by and with the advice and consent of the Pres-
ident of the United States.

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of the Post-Office De-
partment to be hereto affixed with my signature, this second day of
July, A. D. one thousand eight hundred and sixty-nine.

[SEAL OF POST-OFFICE DEPARTMENT |

JNO. A. J. CRESWELL,
Postmaster- General,

I hereby approve the foregoing convention, and in testimony thereof by the Prest.
I have caused the seal of the United States to be hereto affixed. dent.
[SEAL OF THE UNITED STATES.]
U. 5. GRANT.

By the President:
J. C. Bancrorr DaAvis,
Acting Secretary of State.
‘WasHINGTON, July 2, 1869.
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