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Wilful injury SEC. 8. And be it furthe1· enacted, That if any person shall wilfully 
to the property do or cause to be done an[y] act or acts whatever, whereby any building, 
of the company, • h' h 
punished by fine, structure, or other work, or any engme, c~r, or 11:1ac 1_ne, or ot er property 
or, &c. appertaining to said railroad shall be inJured, impaired, or destroyed, or 

stopped, the perso!} or pcr~ons so offending shall be guilty of ~ ~is?e
meanor and on conviction thereof by any court of competent Junsd1ct10n 
shall b; • punished by a fine, at the discretion of the court, of not more 
than five thousand dollars, or by imprisonment of not more than two 
years, or both, at the discretion of the cou_rt, and also forfeit and pay to 

Damages. the said company, its successors and assigns, the amount ?f damages 
sustained by mean8 of such offences, to be recovered by said company 
with costil of suit by any action of debt or case. 

Company not SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That said company shall not grant to 
!O g,:an1 t exolus- any railroad or other corporation the exclusive right to transfer passengers 
1ve rig it to carry , . . • 'l d 
freight or pas- or freight over said railroad; but any pr1v1 ege grante to one corpora-
sengers. tion shall be extended to all who may make application for such privi-

Equal privi- lege on the same terms, conditions, and rates, and shall not sell, transfer, 
leges to all. or lease their corporate rights to any company that will not check bag-

Corporate f: • h 11 • 'l d th t rights not to be gage or commute ares wit a connectmg ra1 roa s upon e erms 
sold to &c. • specified in this section. 
b Road whendt'> SEC. 10. And be it further enacted, That the said corporation shall, as 

e commence • fi h l • f d' h • b 1' and completed. soon as practicable a ter t e e ect1on o 1rectors, as erem eiore pro-
vided, so commence end prosecute the work of constructing and equip-
ping said railroad that it shall be fully completed and equipped in three 
yem·s from and after the first board of directors have been elected. 

C•tgre;,s inny SEC. 1 I. And be it further enacted, That Congress shall have the right 
regu ate ares. to regulate the rate of fares collected by said company from passengers 

and the rate of charges for transporting freight; and all property owned 
Taxation. by said company shall be subject to taxation by the proper municipal 

authority. 
Act m&ay be SEC. 12. And be it fiurther enacted, That this act may be at any time altered, o, 

amended or repealed. 
APPROVED, March 29, 1869. 

April 3, 1869• CHAP, IX. - An Act to abolish the Office of Chief of Staff to the General of the Army. 

. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
f O~trt°fthh,ef States of America in Congress assembled, That the office of chief of staff 

ic~e~11l ~f 1~e with the rank of brigadier-general to the General commanding the army 
army abolished. be, and the same is hereby, abolished. 

Repealing SEC. 2. And be further enacted, That all laws and parts of laws in-
clause, • t • h h • • f h' b d h cons1s ent wit t e prov1s1ons o t 1s act e, an t e same are hereby, re-

pealed. 
APPROVED, April 3, 1869. 

April 0, 1869
• CHAP. X. -An Act to amend "An Ad regulating the Tenure of ce,•tain ch-il Offices." 

18671 ch. 164, 
Vol._ xiv. p, 480, Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

Fdirst t~nd seer• States of America in Congress assembled, That the first and second sec-on seo tons o . . . . " 
the act of 1867, tions of an act entitled "An act regulating the tenure of certain civil 
ch.164, repealed. offices," passed March two, eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, be, and the 

same are hereby, repealed ; and in lieu of said repealed sections the fol
lowing are he1·eby enacted : 

l Pe1;1~n1s tlihold- That every person holding any civil office to which he has been or 
ng c1v1 o ces, h ft b . d b d •. • . 

by consent of erea er may e appomte y an with the advwe and consent of the 
Senate, to hold Senate, and who shall have become duly qualified to act therein shall be 
fh:i~h:;;~:ir entit~ed to hold such office during the term for which he shall h~ve been 
ment,unless,&c. appomted, unless sooner removed by and with the advice and consent of 

the Senate, or by the appointment, with the like advice and consent of a 
successor in his place, except as herein otherwise provided. ' 
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SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That during any recess of the Senate P!65ident, f 
h P "d • h b d • h" d" • d • •1 durmg recess o t e res1 ent 1s ere y empowere , m IS 1scret10n, to suspen any CiVI Senate maysus-

officer appointed by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, except pend a~y civil 
judges of the United States courts, until the end of the next session of o&fficer,t~lxc&eI_>t, 
h ' d d • • bl b' b d c. un I ' c. t e Senate, an to es1gnate some smta e person, su. ~ect to e remove and designate 

in his discretion by the designation of another, to perform the duties of ano!her to do his 
such suspended officer in the mean time ; and such person so designated du;::;ons desig
shall take the oaths and give the bonds requir@d by law to be taken and nated to give 
given by the suspended officer, and shall, during the time he performs his bonhds&nd take 
duties, be entitled to the salary and emoluments ef such office, no part of oai;esi~~nt to 
which shall belong to the officer suspended ; and it shall be the duty of nomin9:te to_ Iii} 
the President within thirty days after the commencement of each session va_canc,es w1thm 

f h S ,, ffi • h' h . h" . . h th1rtv days after o t e enate, except 1or any o ce w IC m 1s opm1on oug t not to be commencement 
filled, to nominate persons to fill all vacancies in office which existed at the of each session 
meeting of the Senate, whether temporarily filled or not, and also in the or :,_~~:~~ings it 
place of all officers suspended ; and if the Senate during such session Senate refuse to 
shall refuse to advise and consent to an appointment in the place of any confirm. 
suspended officer, then, and not otherwise, the President shall nominate 
another person as soon as practicable to said session of the Senate for said 
office. Vaca!)cies 

S 3 A _, be • Ji h d Th • h f h h• h happenmg dur-• 1:c. . .n.nu it urt er enacte , !l't sec!10n t ree o t e act to "'. IC ing recess, from 
this 1s an amendment be amended by msertmg after the word " res1gna- d_eath, resigna
tion," in ,~ine three of said section, the following : ".or expiration of term ~~~it:J-b~ay 
of office. President. 

APPROVED, April 5, 1869. 

CHAP. XL -An Act to amend an Act entitled "An Act to provide a National Cur- April 6, 1869. 
f"!_OC}J secured by a Pledge ef United States Bonds, and to provide far the Cfrculation and 1864, ch. 106, 
Redemption thernef," approved June third, eighteen hundred and sixty/our, by extending § 55. 
certain Penalties to Accessories. Vol. xiii. p. 116, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That every person who shall aid . ~enalty for 
or abet any officer or agent of any association in doing any of the acts at_idmgffiand ab&et-

d • • fl" fi f • I d A "d mg o cers, c. enumerate . m section 1ty- ve o an act entit e " n act to prov1 e a of national 
national currency secured by a pledge of United Stateii bonds, and to b~nks in embez
provide for the circulation and redemption thereof," approved June third, ~n~0t~· fuo<ls 
eighteen hundred and sixty-four, with intent to defraud or deceive, shall 
be liable to the same punishment therein provided for the principal. 

APPROVED, April 6, 1869. 

CHAP. XII. -An Act to carry into Effect the Convention of_ Ju(v .fot1r, e(qhteen hundred April 'T, 1869. 
and sixty-eight, between the United States and Mexico,for the Adjustment ef Claims. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President sqall nomi- Pr?sldent to 
nate and, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, appoint a :i~~i~ne~ ci:ier 
eommissioner, on the part of the United States, to hear and decide, con- conv_ention with 
jointly ~vith the co?1missioner to be a~pointed on _t~e part of the Repu~lic Mv~'.c~~-P· 679. 
of Mexico, the claims comprehended m the prov1s1ons of the convent10n 
of July fourth, eighteen hundred and sixty-eight, between the United 
States and Mexico. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the compensation of the com- °?":Y of com• 
missioner shall be at such rate, nQt exceeding four thousand five hundred missioner; 
dollars a year in the currency of the United States, as may be determined 
by agreement between the executive departments of this government and 
of Mexico. The compensation of the secretary to be appointed on the of secretary. 
part of the United States under the provisions of the convention shall be 
at such rate, not exceeding twenty-five hundred dollars a year in the cur-
rency of the United States, as shall be determined in the manner afore-
said. 




