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Convention between the General Post-O.-ffice of the United States of 
America and the General Post- O.ffi,ee of the Unitrd Kingdom of Great 
Bri'tain and Ireland. 

TrrE General Post-Office of the United States of America and the June 18, 1867. 
General Post-Office of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, Contracting 
being desirous of regulating, by means of a new convention, the commu- parties. 
nication by post between the two countrie8, the undersigned, duly author-
ized for that purpose by their re,pective governments, have a"reed upon 
the following articles : 

0 

ARTICLE I. There shall be an exchange of correspondence between Exchanfe of 
the United States of America and the UnitPd Khwdom of Great Britain correspon< enoe; 
and Ireland, as well for letters, newspaper8, book-1~acket.s, and patterns or to include 
samples of merchandise, originating in the United States or in the United what. 
Kingdom, as for articles of the same nature originating in or <le,tined for 
the countries or colonies, the correspondence of which is forwarded through 
the United States or through the United Kingdom. 

ARTICLE II. Each office shall make its own arrangements for the de- , Each office to 
spatch of mails to the other office by well-appointed ship,, sailin(J' on stated despatch mails. 
days, and shall at its own cost remunerate the owners of sud~ ships for 
the conveyance of the mails. 

ARTICLE III. The postage on a single international letter shall not Rntes of post­
exceed twelve cents in the United States, or sixpence in the United King- age. 
dom, and the authorized weight of a single letter shall be fifteen grammes Weight of sin­
(by the metrical scale) in the United States and half an ounce in the gle letter. 
United Kingdom. 

For other than single letters the same charge shall be made for every 
additional fifteen grammes, or half an ouncc,·or fraction thereof. 

ARTICLE IV. Every international letter insufficiently paid, or wholly ~etters i,_,snf­
unpaid, received in the United States from the United Kingdom shall, in fichien11t1ypaid_odr 

d • • h d fi • • fi f fi I w o y unp:11 a d1t10n to t e e c1ent postage, be subJect to a ne o ve cents, sue 1 subject to fine. 
fine to be retained by the United States Post-Office; and every interna-
tional letter insufficiently paid, or wholly unpaid, received in the United . J<'ines, how 
Kingdom from the United States shall, in addition to the deficient postage, disposed of. 
be subject to a fine, the amount of which shall be fixed and retained by 
the British Post-Office. 

ARTICLE V. International newspapers, book-packets (including printed Postage on . 
papers of all kinds, maps, plans, prints, engravings, drawings, photographs, newspapers, &c.; 
lithographs, sheets of music, and so forth), and patterns and samples of 
merchandise (including seeds and grain), shall be transmissible by either 
office at such cliarges (not less than three pence in the United Kingdom 
or six cents in the United. States per four ounces on book packets and 
patterns or samples of merchandise), and under such regulations as the 
deBpatching office may from time to time lay down. 

These regulations, however, shall include the following ; 
1st. The postage shall be fully prepaid. to be prepaid; 
2d. No book packet may contain anything which is sealed or otherwise book packets; 

closed against inspection, nor must there be any letter, nor any communi­
cation of the nature of a letter, whether separate or otherwise, unless the 
whole of such letter or communication be printed. But entries merely 
stating from whom, or to whom, the packet is sent, shall not be regarded 
as a letter. 

3d. No book packet must e:x:c~ed two feet in length, or one foot in 
width or depth. 
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Prohibited pa- 4th. Neither office shall be bound to deliver printed yapers the impor-
pers. tation of which may be prohibited by the laws or regulations of the country 

Customs duty 
in the United 
States. 

No other 
charges. 

to which they are transmitted. 
5th. So long as any customs duty is chargeable in the United States on 

the importation from the United Kingdom of any of the articles enumer­
ated above, such customs duty shall be leviable in the United States, and 
the proceeds shall accrue to the United States Trea,ury. 

6th. Except as above, no charge whatever shall he levied in the country 
in which international newspapero, book-packets, and patterns or samples 
of merchandise are delivered. 

Certain post: ARTICLE VI. The postage collected in the two countnes on interna-
ages collected.m tional letters, new~papers, book packets, and patterns or samples of mer-
the twocountnes • h • h I r f' • • (b I • f fi f' to be equally di- chand1se, toget er wit tie ,ees or reg1strat10n ut exe u,;1ve o nes or 
vided. unpaid or insufficiently paid letters), shall be equally divided between the 

Postage on 
trnnsit letters, 
&.o. 

two offices. 
That portion of the postage of transit letters, transit new,papers, book­

packets, and patterns or samples of merchandise which represents the 
charge for the sea conveyance between the United Kingdom and the 
United States shall belong wholly to the despatching office. 

Charge for sea For the purposes of this article the charge for the sea conveyance of 
clotntveyandce of letters across the Atlantic shall be computed on the basis of four pence, 
e ers an news- . • . l l l h h l' h papers. or eight cent~, per smg e etter rate, anc t c c arge ,or t e sea convey-

ance across the Atlantic of newspaper8, book packet$, and patterns or 
samples of merchandise shall be computed at three pence per pound or 
twelve cents per kilogramme. 

Registered let- ARTICLE VII. The United States Post-Office may deliYer to the 
ters or packets. British Post-Office letters or other postal packets which have been regis­

tered, addressed to the United Kingdom. Reciprocally, the British Post­
Office may deliver to the United States Post-Office registered letters or 
other postal packets which have been regi,;tercd, addressed to the United 
States. 

is::~!'.~f;t~~!.eg• The postage of registered letters and so forth shall always be paid in 
mlvance. 

Registration 
fee. 

Same subject. 

In addition to this postage, there shall also be charged a registration 
feP, the amount of which shall be fixed by the despatching office. 

AnTTCLE VIII. The U11itcd States Post-Office may further deli,•er 
to the British Post-Office registered let.ters and so forth, addrc1ssed to 
thosn countries or colonies to which registered letters can be sent from the 
United Kingdom. 

Postages to The United States Post-Office shall account to the British Post-Office 
be l\ccountcd for. • 11· • J I I O 

frnnsit of 
.:loscd mails 
t &rough eu.iJh 
counlry. 

(111 :\( c 1t1on tot 1e postage due to the 3ritish >ost- ffice) for such sum 
ns shnll be chargeable to the inhabitants of the United Kingdom for the 
registration from the United Kingdom of every regi~tered letter and so 
forth addressed to the countries or colonies above mentioned. On its side 
the British Post-Office may deliver to the United States Post-Office 
regi.,tercd letter~ nnd so forth addressed to those countries to which regis­
tered letters can lH~ sent from the United States. 

The British Post-Office shall account to the United States Post-Office 
(in addition to the po,tage due to the United States Post-Offi,·e) for such 
sum ns shall he ehurg11ahle to the inhabitant~ of the United States for the 
regi,tral ion from the Unit eel States of every registered letter nnd so forth 
mhlressed to the countries above mentioned. 

ARTicu: IX. The British Poot-Office <'ngagcs to grant the transit 
through the United Kingdom, as well as the conveyance by British mail 
packets, of the close<! mails which the United StatPs Post-Oflicc may 
exchange, in (•ithe1· direction, with the po.,t-offtces of the United States 
l'osse,,ions, or of forr~ign countric,, and the United States Po,t-Olfice 
engnges to grant the trni1,it through the United State,, as well as the con­
veyance by United State~ mail packet$, of the closed mails which the 
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British Post-Office may exchange, in either direction with the po~t-offict>B 
of British Possessions, or of foreign countries. 

The country which sends or receives closed mails through the otlwr Account.to be 
shall render an account of the letter~, newspapers, book-packet~, and 1t·entdered 01 con-

. . cu s. 
patterns contamed m such closed mails. 

ARTICLE X. The rates of postage to be mutually paid for the terri- Rates of _pos~ 

torial transit (including the passage of the Engli~h Chan~el) oi· all le11e~·, tf::0 ~'1r~r'{~if:1rs~ 
sent from one country to the other for transmission to piact!S Leyontl, m 
closed mails, shall be one half the ordinary inland rates now charged in 
the two countries respectively, viz. for transit throngh the United 
States, one half of three cents per single letter, and for trandt through 
the United Kingdom one half of a penny per single letter. 

The transit rates of po,tage to be mutually paid for newspapers, book ofnewspapen, 
packets, and patterns or samples of merchandise sen,t in closed mails, shall &c. 
be fourpence per kilogramme for tran;it through the United Kingdom, 
and six cents per pound for transit through the United States. 

ARTICLE XI. When, in any British or United States port, a closed Certain trans-
'! • t " d fi h" h • I I fers of closed ma1 1s rans1erre rom one s 1p to anot er, wit 1out any expense < e- mails not to be 

volving on the office of the country owning such port, such tran,fer shall deemed territo­
not be deemed a territorial transit, and shall not give rise to any charge rial transit. 
for territorial transit. 

ARTICLE XII. The rates of postage to be paid by the Briti,h Post- Rates of post• 
Office to the U. nited States Post-Office for the sea conveyance. otlwr than age for seaf con-veyance o 
across the Atlantic, of correspondence sent from the United Kingdom to closed mail~. 
the United States, in closed mails, for transmission to places beyo11d, or 
brought to the United States from places beyond, in ('lo~ed mails, for 
transmisdon to the United Kingdom, shall be the same that are paid by 
the inhabitants of the United States; reciprocally, the rate~ of po,tage to 
be paid by the United States Post-Office to the British Post-Office for the 
sea conveyance, other than across the Atlantic, of correspondence sent 
from the United States to the United King:dom, in closed mail,;, for trnns-
mission to places beyond, or brought to th~ UnitcJ Kingdom from place~ 
beyond, in closed mails, for transmis,ion to die United State,, shall bi: 
the same that are paid by the inhabitants of the United Kingdom. 

ARTICLE XIII. The combinetl territorial and :3ea rntcs upon transit . Combined ter-
correspondence sent in ordinary mail,, to be accpunted for by one office to ntorial "nd sea 

I h l 11 h . . . f l rates. t 1e ot er, s ia be t e same that are paid by the rnhab1tants o t 1e co.un-
try through which the correspondence is forwarded. 

ARTICLE XIV. The amount of postage chargeable by the United United States 
State:; Post-Office, on its own account, upon every single letter sent fc~~~?e on smgle 
through the United Kingdom, in ordinary mails, addressed to the United ' 
States, shall be three cents; and the amount of postage chargeable by the British post­
British Post-Office, on its own account, upon every single letter oent age. 

through the United States, in ordinary mail,, addre:3sed to the United 
Kingdom, shall be one penny. 

ARTICLE XV. There shall be an exchange of correspondence between Exchange of 
the United States of America and Bermuda, and between those States c0 ,-.-c,po11<1cuce 

d h B •• h p Offi A • 1· h d • I D . I C l f between the an t e r1t1s ost- ce • genc1ca, es tab 1s e rn tie ani;; 1 o on y 0 United States 
St. Thomas in Panama in Colon and in San Juan (Porto Rico). The nn,1 l\ermuda. 

postage to be accounted' for on su'ch correspondence shall be fixed from ~~/J~0~:~',"nd 

time to time by the mutual consent of the two offices. 
ARTICLE XVI. The British Po;t-Office shall prepare, at the .-xnira- Britt,h Post-

• f' l "b" • h l f t ' . OIF.c-c to prcnnre t10n o every quarter, separate accounts, ex ll 1tmg t e resu ts o tne ex- qnart<>rlv sepa-
change of corre~pondence, whether in ordinary mails, or in clo,:et.l mail.-, rate ncc;mu-. 
between the respective offices. 

Such accounts shall be founded upon the acknowlcdgmeuts of rereipt 
of the re~peetive offices during the quarter. 

The separate accounts shall be incorporated in general accounts, which ~,\ccom:ts 
shall be compared and settled by the two offices, and the balance ,hall 10 ,ie rncoipo-
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rated in general forthwith be paid, in the money of the country to which the payment is to 
accounts. be made, by that office which is found to be indebted to the other. 

Eguivalent of 
the United 
States dollar. 

In converting United States currency into sterling, or sterling into 
United States currency, four shillings and two pence shall be considered 
as the equivalent of a dollar. 

Official com- ARTICLE .XVII. Official communications addressed by the United 
mnnication be- States Post-Office to the British Post-Office, or by the British Post-Of-
tween the Post- fi h U • d S p Offi h 11 • • Offices not to be ice to t e mte tates o,t- ce, s a not give rise to any account 
accounted. between the two Post-Offices. 

Regulations to ARTICLE XVIII. The two offices shall, by mutual consent, make 

h
be made, .andbl detailed regulations in accordance with the foregoing articles, such regu-
ow termma e.1. b • bl bl • b 'h ffi at10ns to e termma e on a reasona e notice y e1t er o ce. 
E~isting con- ARTICLE XIX. All the conventions which now regulate the ex­

ventions.tocease chano-e of correspondence between the United Kingdom of Great Brit-when this tt,kes . ,., . . 
effect. am and Ireland and the Umted States of America, shall cease to have 

When articles 
of this conven­
tion take effect. 

effect from the date of the day when the present convention shall be put 
into execution. 

ARTICLE XX. Articles one, five, seven, eight, nine, ten, eleven, 
twelve, fifteen, sixteen, seventeen, and eighteen, shall come into operation 
on the 1st October next, and the remaining articles on the 1st day of 
January, 1868. 

Convention ARTICLE XXI. This convention shall be terminable at any time on 
tehminn.b!e upon a notice by either office of one year; and Article V. ( except so far as 
w at notice. relates to newspapers) shall be terminable on a notice of tliree months. 

Execution. Done in duplicate and gigned in London, the 18th day of June, one 
thousand eight hundred and sixty-seven. 

JOHN A. KASSON, Special Com., ~c., ~c. 
[L. S,] 

MONTROSE, 
[L. S,] 

POST-OFFICE DEPARTMENT, } 
Washington, July 8, 1867. 

Convention Having examined and considered the foregoing articles of a new 
ratified au<l ap- P t I C t' b h U • d S f A ' d h U • d proved by the os a onven 10n etween_ t e mte tates o mer1ca an t e mte 
PoRtmaster-Gen-Kingdom of Great 13ritain and Ireland, which were agreed upon and 
era!; signed in duplicate at Loodon on the eighteenth day of June, one thou-

1tpprovo1l by 
the President of 
tho United 
States. 

sand eight hundred and sixty-seven, by the Hon. John A. Kasson, Spe­
cial Commissioner, &c., &c. on behalf of this Department, and by His 
Grace the Duke of Montrose, Postmaster-General of the United King 
dom of Great Britain and Ireland, on behalf of his Department, the 
same are by me hereby ratified and approved, by and with the advice and 
consent of the President of the United States. 

In witness whereof, I have caused the seal of the Post-Office Depart-

[ L. s.J m!'nt to be heteto affixed, with my signature, the day and year 
first above written. 

ALEX, w. RANDALL, 
Postmaster-General, U. S. 

I hereby approve the foregoing Convention, and in testimony thereof 
I have cau~ed tho seal of the United States to be affixed. 

[r,. s.] ANDREW JOHNSON. 
By the Pl'esident: 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD, Secretary of State. 
WASIIINGTON, July 8, 1867. 
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