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CHAP. CCLX. -An Act to provide far an American Line <if Mail and Emigrant Pas- July 27, 1868. 
senger Steamships between New York and one or more European Poris. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of .America in Congress assembled, That the Postmaster-General Postmnster­
is empowered and hereby authorized to contract with the Commercial General m~yh 
N ·' · C f h S f N y k . • . contract wit av1gat1on ompany o t e , tate o ew or , a corporatrnn ex1stmg Commercial 
under the laws of the State of New York, under a special charter passed Navigation Com­
by the legislature of said State under the date of April twenty-three, t:~~!~~:;::~~• 
eighteen hundred and sixty-six, for the weekly or semi-weekly convey- of :nails of the 
ance of all European and foreign mails of the United States between Umted States 

Y k B · S . between New New or and remen, touchmg at outhampton, England, or Liverpool,_ York and 
touching at Queenstown, in first-class sea-going steamships, to be con- !3remen,, touch­
structed in the United States and owned by said company, for a term not mg att 80 &0th• 

d
. fi" • amp on, c. 

excee mg ,teen years, m the manner and on the conditions hereinafter Class of ves-
stated. sels, where to bo 

S 2 .A d b 't .r, th t d Th t h 'd • • built, and term EC. . n e i J ur er enac e , a t e sai nav1gat10n company of coi,tract. 
shall, with a purpose of performing the above service; build, contract, and Seven first-_ 
fit out, within one year from the passage of this act, at least seven -first- f1abs bte1fs1ips 
cla,;s sea-going steamships, five of which shall not be of less than three .::ha~ to~n;;e, 
thousand tons ev.ch, government measurement, and two others of not less a_nd within what 
than two thousand tons each, all of which vessels shall be constructed in time; 
the best manner, under the supervision and in$pection of the American 
Lloyds, or, if ordered by the Postmaster-General, under the inspection of 
the most competent engineer, to be detailed for this purpose by the Sec-
retary of the Navy, upon a written application of the Postmaster-General, 
so that when completed each vessel shall be of the first class in every 
respect, and with all known modern improvements in model, machinery, 
and outfit, so as to secure the greatest po8sible speed and safety; which 
steam,hips, when so constructed. shall be organized into and compose the to compose 
United States mail steamship line, for the proper conveyance of mails and the_DnitedSta_tes 

h . ~ 'd .l h . f .1• d ll I Mail Steamship passengers, as erema1ter prov1 eu ; t e time o sm mg, an a ot 1er Line for the con-
details, to be arranged and agreed upon between the said company and vey11nce of mails 
the Postmaster-General, with power to modify such agreements, from time "nd passengers. 
to time, as may best promote the object in view : Provided, That no let- Letters, &c. 
te~·s ~r ma.Ail mdatter 'dshadll behdetaTihned fihor the purpose offbeingdsenft bhy f:i~~~ ~~ ~:-sent 
tins line: n provi e furt er, at t e average rate o spee o t e by this line. 
steamships of the said navigation company shall not be less than that of Rate of speed; 
the steamships of other lines upon the same or similar routes, and if for if not attained 
the space of three months the trips successively of the steamships of said contract m!ly ' 
company shall be made in longer time than that employed by other steam- cease. 
ships as aforesaid, then any contract made under the provisions of this act 
shall cease and determine at the pleasure of the government of the United 
States. 

SEC. 3 . .And be it further enacted, That the compensation for carrying Compensation 
and transportino- the mails by sea, as herein provided, shall be agreed nottto ex&ceed_ 

o . C d J pos age, c, , 
upon, and shall be in conformity with the act of ongr?ss, approve une 1858, _ch. 164. 
fourteen, eighteen hundred and fifty-eight, and shall m no event or con- Vol. x,. P· 364. 

tingency exceed the su.m therein provided, being ~11 posta&e on l_etters, 
newspapers, and all other matter transported by or m the mails carried ~y 
said navigation company, shall belong to said_ company, _and shall be paid to be paid to 
to said navigation company quarterly, or applied to their use or benefit, the ?te0

~ 1pauy . . f 'd . qua1 , y. 
as hereinafter provided: Provided, That when the receipts o sm. navi- When sea 
gation com1Jany from sea posta"CS, under any contract to be made m pur- postages exceed 

0 d h f ,. h d d h $ 400 ooo a year suance of this act, shall eqnal or ex?ee t e s_um o 1our un re. t ou- comp'any not to' 
sand dollars per annum, then the right of said company to receive the receive inla!l(l 
inland postarres shall cease and determine, and said C8mpany shall only P0stages, hnor seda 

o . h II d postages eyon 
receive the sea postages : Provided, That such posta~es s. a not exce~ $GOO,ooo. 
six hundred thousand dollars per annum, after the d1scontmuance of said 
inland po:;tagc. 
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Company may SEC. 4. .And be it further enacted, That to insure the construction of 
issue boud•; the above-mentioned vessels within the time and in the manner hereinbe­

fore provided, and the maintenance of the said line, the said Commercial 
Navigatiop. Company may issue bonds to such an amount that the entire 

amount, and annual interest thereon shall not exceed the sum of two hundred and fifty 
when payable; thousand dollars, such bonds to be made payable at the expiration of the 

before-named fifteen years, and the interest thereof to be made payable 
principal and semiannually, the principal and interest of such bonds to be made payable 

~nter~st payable in coin of the United States. That for the protection of the holders of 
mt~~~;egisternd such bonds they shall be severally registered at the Post-Office Depart­
at Post-0/llce ment, and certified by the chief clerk of the Department, without liability 
Department. for the payment of the interest or principal of said bonds upon the part 

of the Post-Office Department only in manner as hereinafter provided. 
Postmaster- And the Postmaster-General shall receive all moneys for postage earned 

General to apply by the steamships of said company, and shall apply the same as far as 
moneys earned f • 1 - h b fi d for postages to needed to the payment o the sem1annua rnterest upon t e e ore-name 
pay the interest bonds, and shall retain the surplus after paying such intereat, and shall 
~;J1fa~:~~~sfor i?-ve~t the same quarterly in the securities of the United States to form a 
sinking fund. smkmg fund, to J>e held solely for the benefit of the bondholders, and to 

be applied to the payment of the principal of such bonds. And whenever, 
When sinki;1g and as soon as such sinking fund shall equal in amount the entire princi­

!~;.~1 el~~~:~[111-pal of said bonds, then from that time forward the interest of said bonds 
lio~ to be paid, shall be paid out of the income of such sinking fund, and the principal 
hnd P0st~gd thereof out of the same fund at their maturity. And all postage earned 
ow app 10 

• after the time when said sinking fund shall be made up to the amount 
aforesaid, shall belong to and be paid quarterly to the said company by 
the Postmaster-General of the United States. 

SEC, 5. And be it furtl1er enacted, That the aforesaid mail steamships 
shall be commanded and officered only by citizens of the United States, 
shall mount an armament, if required, of two guns each, and shall have at 

apprentices; least one apprentice to be instructed in engineering, seamanship, and nav-
igation, for every two hundred tons of registered tonnage for each steam-

8tenmships, 
how to be com­
manded, &c.; 

armament; 

may be tnkcn ship; and the government of the United States shall have the power to 
~Y tho United take and use the aforesaid mail steamships as transports or for ships of 
States as trans- h , h • • f h p "d h • • f I ports, &c. if exi-wai: w en ever, m t e ?pm10n o t e . res1 en_t, t ~ exigencies o t 1e 
goncyrequh·es; Umted States may reqmre them, who 1s authorized, m such an event, to 

pnymontthere-take said mail steamers and pay said company a just and equitable sum 
for. for their use, or purchase the same, as may be deemed most for the inter­

est of the United States; said payment, whether for purchase or use, to 
be made to the Postmaster-General, who shall pay to said navigation 
company whatever balance be due them, after deducting sufficient for 
payment for all the before-named registered bonds, the amount of 
which in this event shall be paid to the holders thereof at maturity of the 
same. 

l<'oroign mail 
agents of the 
government to 
have free pas­
sage. 

Company to 
mitintnm steam­
ships for twenty 
years. 

SEC, 6. And be it further enacted, That the foreign mail agents of the 
government of the United States shall have free passage on the ships 
of the said Commercial Navigation Company whenever the Postma:lter­
Gcneral to such foreign mail agents issues passes certifying to the said 
company that such is their official character. 

81.;c. 7. And be it further enacted, That the said navigation company 
shall keep up and maintain for a period of twenty years, for the said 
United States mail service, at least the said number of seven first-class 
stcam~hips. . 

Pr(vileges, &c. S1.;c_ 8- And be it further enacted, That the rights and privileges 
of th•s act not to herewith 0 Tanted shall be and remain to thiQ company and in no event 
be transferred or . 0 ' • ' ' . 
assigned. shall this compan,y transfer or assign the rights and privileges herem 

granted, nor shall it be lawful for any officer of the government hereafter 
Intent of act. to recognize any assignment or transfer, it being the intent and meaning 

of this act to secure an American line of of steam-vessels for the trans 
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portation of mails and the proper conveyance of emigrant passengers 
between the port of New York and the European ports above named; 
and Congress may at any time hereafter, during the period of fifteen Congress may 
years terminate or abandon any contract of the United States made with terminate th0 

' . . . .. contract or re-
such company, and, havmg a due regard to the accrued rights of the said peal the act. 
company, alter, repeal, or amend this act, and it shall take effect and be 
in force from and after its passage. 

APPROVED, July 27, 1868. 

CHAP. CCLXI.-An Act relating to the Alexand,·ia Canal. July 27, 1868. 

·wuEREAS by an act of Congress, on the twenty-sixth day of l\fay, Alexandria ca• 
eighteen hundred and thirty, the Alexandria Canal Company was incor- nal; bl 

d d h • d d d d • I ream e. porate , an aut or1ze an empowere to construct, operate, an mam- 1s30, ch. 104 .. 

tain a canal from Georgetown, in the District of Columbia, to Alexandria, Vol. vi. p. 419, 
in the State of Virginia, with an aqueduct across the Potomnc river at 
Georgetown; and wherens by an act of the gener.11 assembly of the State 
of Virginia, pa,sed on the sixteenth day of February, eighteen hundred 
and sixty-six, the board of public works was authorized to unite with the 
corporate authorities of the city of Alexandria in making disposition of 
the Alexandria canal, in order to repair and make said canal available; 
and whereas said board of public works did, in pursuance of said author-
ity, so unite with said corporate authorities, and did by their joint vote, 
and a vote of the majority of the stockholders of said canal company, 
empower and direct the president and dircctoril of the said canal company 
to lease the said canal for the period of ninety-nine years ; and whereas 
the said president and directors, in pursuance of said authority, did, on the 
sixteenth day of May, eighteen hundred and sixty-six, grant, lease, and 
convey the said canal, its aqueduct, locks, banks, lands, gates, and proper-
ty of all description to Henry II. Wells, Philip Quigley, and William W. 
Dungan, the grantees therein named; and whereas afterward, and by an 
act passed by the general assembly of the State of Virginia, on the sev-
enteenth day of April, eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, the said lease 
was ratified and affirmed, and the lessees were further authorized and em-
powered to build, operate, and maintain a new aqueduct, and in conjunc-
tion therewith a railroad and a road lJridge across said piers, and build, 
operate, and maintain a railroad from Georgetown to Alexandria; and 
whereas the said lessees have entered into possession of and repaired the 
said canal, and have erected a new aqueduct across the said Potomac 
river upon the said piers connecting the Chesapeake and Ohio canal with 
the said Alexandria canal : Therefore, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the said aqueduct across Aquedhucpt 
h P • f' G h v· · · h d across t e oto-t e otomac river rom eorgetown to t e 1rgmm s ore, an so con- mac from 

necting the said canals, is hereby declared to be a lawful structure in its Georgetown de­
present position and elevation, anything in any law or laws of the United ctl~redt a l~wful . . . s 1uc ure, 
States, or of any State, to the contrary notw1thstand111g. 

SEC, 2. And be -it jurtlter enacted, That the said lessees, their associ- may be main­
ates, their heirs, and assigns, are hereby authorized and empowered to tainedd anddbopde-

. . 'd l d b 'ld d • rate 'an n ge mmntam and operate sa1 aque( uct, an to erect, UJ , operate, an mam- erected over it. 
tain across the Potomac river from Georgetown, in the District of Colum-
bia, to the Virginia shore, upon and over the stone piers upon which the 
aqueduct now rests, in conjunction therewith, a bridge of wood, iron, or 
stone, with one or more ways for the passage of persons, animals, and 
vehicles, and also with one or more tracks or ways for the passage of en-
gines and cars, with such other conveniences as are \,\sual or necessary 
for a railroad. 

SEc. 3. And be itfurtlter enacted, That it shall be lawful for the said Ara!lro~dmay 
lessees, their associates and successors, to lay out, construct, maintain, and be mamtamed, 
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