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March 2, 1867. 

THIRTY-NINTII CONGRESS. SEss. II. CH. 153, 154. 1867. 

IN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, l 
March 2, 1867. } 

The Senate having proceeded, in pursuance of the Constit~1tion, to re­
consider the bill entitled " An act to provide for the more efficient govern­
ment of the rebel States," returned to the House of Representatives by 
the President of the UnitM States, with his objections, and sent by the 
House of Representatives to the Senate, with the message of the President 
returning the bill : 

Resoh·ed, That the bill do pass, two thirds of the Senate agreeing to 
pass the same. 

Attest: J. W. FORNEY, 
&cretary of the Senate. 

CHAP. CLIV. -An Act regulating the Tenure ef certain Cim"l Offices. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
Persons hold- States of America in Congress assembled, That every person holding any 

ing or aepointed civil office to which he has been appointed by and with the advice and 
to any civil of- f S d h h 11 h f b • d flee to hold the consent o the enate, an every person w o s a . erea ter e appomte 
sarde until, &c. to any such office, and shall become duly qualified to act therein, is, and 

shall be entitled to hold such office until a successor shall have been in like 
manner appointed and duly qualified, except as herein otherwise provided: 

The Secreta- Provided, That the Secretaries of State, of the Treasury, of ,var, of the 
ries of the sev- Navy, and of the Interior, the Postmaster-General, and the Attorney­
::;~gr'Ti~~!ero~ General, shall hold their offices respectively for and during the term of the 
&c. Subject t~ President by whom they may have been appointed and for one month 
removal. thereafter, subject to removal by and with the advice and consent of the 

Senate. 
When civil of- SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That when any officer appointed as 

flcers, except, aforesaid, excepting judges of the United States courts, shall, during a 
tc~!h<l~~q~:ii- recess of the Senate, be shown, by evidence satisfactory to the President, 
fled, &c. the to be guilty of misconduct in office, or crime, or for any reason ~hall be­
Presid~nt;nay come incapable or legally disqualified to perform its duties, in such case, 
!~i:;po\n~~er- and in no other, the President may suspend such officer and designate 
sons temporarily some suitable person to perform temporarily the duties of such office until 
to snch offices. the next meeting of the Senate, and until the case shall be acted upon by 

Such persons the Senate, and such person so designated shall take the oaths and give 
to tak_e the oaths the bonds required by law to be taken and given by the person duly ap­
b~~a~'.ve th6 pointed to fill such office; and in such case it shall be the duty of the 

The President President, within twenty days after the first day of such next meeting of 
to repor~ snch d the Senate, to report to the Senate such suspension, with the evidence and 
snspenswns an ,, h. • • 1 d h f l d • appointments to reasons 1or 1s ;ict10n m t 1e case, an t e name o t 1e person so es1g-
the S~nate. nated to perform the duties of such office. And if the Senate shall concur 

0
,;!s ~t::a~~-~~~-in such suspension and advise and consent to the removal of such officer, 

dent'may re- they shall so certify to the President, who may thereupon remove such 
modve the_ officer officer, and, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, appoint 
~~ss!f.pomt sue- another person to such office. But if the Senate shall refuse to concur in 

If Senate does such suspension, such officer so suspended shall forthwith resume the 
not 00 ':i°'f' 1Jt functions of his office, and the powers of the person so performing its 
~::~:~u~e~ hi~ duties in his stead shall cease, and the official salary and emoluments of 
office. . . such officer shall, during such suspension, belong to the• person so perform-

Prov1s1on as • h d • h f. d h ffi d d p ·d d h to salary, &c. rng t e uties t ere? , an . not to t e o cer so suspen _e : rovi e , ow-
during the sus- ever, That the President, m case he shall become satisfied that such sus-
pe;1,sion. pension was made on insufficient grounds, shall be authorized, at any time 

rrov1so. b ,, • h • h " b ·d d Suspension erore reportmg sue suspens10n to t e .:,enate as a ove prov1 e , to re-
may be revo~ed voke such suspension and reinstate such officer in the performance of the 
anrt offi~er rem- duties of his offioe. 
stated, if, &c. 

Vncnncies SEC. 3 . .And be it further enacted, That the President shall have power 
happening dur- to fill all vacancies which may happen during the recess of the Senate, by 
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reason of death or resignation, by granting commissions which shall expire ing the recess of 
at the end of their next session thereafter. And if no appointment, by ~heb 81Nt'{• how 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall be made to such 

O 
\Y11en ~ffice to 

office so vacant or temporarily filled as aforesaid during such next session remain in abey­
of the Senate, such office shall remain in abeyance, without any salary, ance. 
fees, or emoluments attached thereto, until the same shall be filled by ap-
pointment thereto, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate; and Powe~s of of­
during such time all the powers and duties belonging to such office shall fice_ ddurt,ngb5uch · ffi . per10 , o e ex-
be exercised by such other o 1cer as may by law exercise such powers and ercised by 
duties in case of a vacancy in such office. whom. 

8EC, 4. And be it further enacted, That nothing in this act contained No term of of­
shall be construed to extend the term of any office the duration of which fice extended by 
is limited by law. this act. 

s~:c. 5. And beitfurtlierenacted, That if any perwn shall, contrary to Penaltyfornc­
the provisions of this act, accept any appointment to or eml)loyment in c~I:ting or exer-

11 h Id . . c1sm" office con-
any office, or sha o or exercise or attempt to hold or exercBe, any trary"to this act. 
such office or employment, he shall be deemed, and is hereby declared to 
be, guilty of a high misdemeanor, and, upon trial and conviction thereof, 
he shall be punished therefor by a fine not exceeding ten thou-and dollars, 
or by imprisonment not exceeding five years, or both said punishments, in 
the discretion of the court. 

SEC, 6. And be it fitrther enacted, That every removal, appointment, or The remoY,11, 
employment, made, had, or exercised, contrary to the provisions of this or empi?yment, 

I l I 
. . . 

1
. . . . . f or appo111tment, 

act, an( t 1e ma ,mg, s1gnmg, sea mg, counters1gnmg, or 1s,rnmg o any or issuing, &c. 
commission or letter of authority for or in respect to any such appoint- of a commission, 
ment or employment, shall be deemed, and are hereby declared to be, high !~; it,1~~1l,.~~:­
mi,;demeanors, and, upon trial anil conviction thereof~ every perwn guilty this ac_t, made a 
thereof ,hall be punished by a fine not exceeding ten thou,and dollars, or !ugh nu 5demenn-
b • • d. fi b I 'd • l • I or, and penalty y 11npnsonment not excee mg ve years, or ot 1 sai pums 1ments, m t ie therefor. 
discretion of the court: Provided, That the President shall have power Proviso. 
to make out and deliver, after tlrn adjournment of the Senate, commissions 
for all officers whose appointment shall have been advised and consented 
to by the Senate. 

Su:. 7. And be it f urtlwr enacted, That it shall be the duty of the Secre- Secretary f 
tary of the Senate, at the close of each session thereof, to deliver to the Sennte at ihe

0 

Secrctal'y of the Tl'easury and to each of his as,istants and to each of end of each ses-
l I• I 'r JI • h ' d I sion to furnish t 1c atl< ttors, and to eac l o the comptro ers m t e treasury, an to t 1e lists of nomi~a-

trea,urcr, and to the register of the treasury, a full and complete list, t(ons ai1d rejec­
duly certified, of all the persons who shall have been nominated to and tions, &c. 
rejected by the Senate during such session, and a like list of all the 
offices to which nominations shall have been made and not confirmed and 
filled at such se,sion. 

S1,:c. 8. And be it fur_ther enacted, That whenever the President shall, Th~ Presi~ent 
without the advice and consent of the Senate desio-nate authorize or tonotifythe Sec-

. ' o ' '. retary of the 
employ any person to perform the duties of any office, he shall forthwith Treasury when 
notitj, the Secretary of the Trea;;ury thereof; and it shall be the duty of he has made an 
the Secretal'y of the Treasul'y thereupon to communicate such notice to ~hfc0: 1~;~~~~;,:0 

all the proper accounting and disbursin~ officers of his department. the consent of 
SEC. 9. And be it l'urther enacted, That no money shall be paid or re- theDSenatfe., 
• d f h J, 'd • d f • d f utv o t ,e ce11·e rom t e treasury, or pa1 or receive rom or retame out o any Secret;,rv in 

public moneys or funds of the United States, whether in the treasury or such cnse. 
not, to or by or for the benefit of any person appointed to or authorized b )Io~'.;)

1
'
0
°0 t to 

• 1 l · • • h d • fi • f ffi e pa1u , or re-to act rn or 10 dmg or exerc1smg t e ut1es or unctions o any o ce con- ceiveu by, any 
trary to the provisions of this act; nor shall any claim, account, voucher, pers~n contrary 

d 'fi h • 'd' fi l • to tlns net. or er, certt cate, warrant, or ot er rnstrument prov1 mg or or re atmg to No claim ac-
such payment, receipt, or retention, be· presented, passed, allowed, ap- count, &c. for 
proved, certified, or paid by any officer of the United States, or by any st\icbh paymentd, 

• • h fi • e • • h d , f ffi o e approve 1 person exerc1smg t e unct10ns or per,ormmg t e uties o any o ce or &c. 
place of trust under the United States, for or in respect to such office, or 
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Yiolntions of the exercising or performing the functions or duties thereof; and every 
this sect_lon d<:- person who shall violate any of the provisions of this section shall be 
clared high mis- d •1 f h' h • d d t • I d • t" demeanors, and deeme gm ty o a 1g mis emeanor, an , upon rrn. an convw 10n 
penalty therefor. thereof, shall be punished therefor by a fine not exceedmg ten thousand 

dollars, or by imprisonment not exceeding ten years, or both •aid punish­
ments, in the discretion of the court. 

SCHUYLER COLFAX, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

LA FAYETTE S. FOSTER, 
President of the Senate, pro tempore. 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES,} 
March 2, 18G7. 

The President of the United States having returned to tl:;e Senate, in 
which it originated, the bill entitled "An act regulating the tenure of cer­
tain civil offices," with his objections thereto, the Senate proceeded, in 
pursuance of the Constitution, to reconsider the same; and 

Resoli:ed, That the said bill do pass, two thirds of the Senate agreeing 
to pass the same. 

Attest: J. W. FORNEY, 
Secretary of the Senate. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES U. S.} 
March 2, 1867. 

The House of Representatives having proceeded, in pursuance of the 
Constitution, to reconsider the bill entitled " An act regulating the tenure 
of certain civil offices," returned to the Senate by the President of the 
United States, with his objections, and sent by the Senate to the House 
of Repre,;entatives, with the message of the President returning the 
bill: 

Resob:ed, That the bill do pass, two thirds of the House of Represen­
tative& agreeing to pass the same. 

Attest: EDWD. McPHERSON, 
Clerk. 

March 2, 1867. CHAP. CL V. - An Act to declare valid and conclusive certain Proclamations ef th~ 
President, and Acts done in Pursuance thereef, or ef his Orders, in the Suppre,ssion ef the 
late Rebellion against the United State,s. 

Be it enacted "by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
Certain acts, States of America in Congress assembled, That all acts, proclamations, and 

proclamations, orders of the President of the United States, or acts done by his author­
i~-~sYi~~~s if~~! ity or. approval after the fourth of March, anno Domini ~i~ht~en hundred 
United States,or and sixty-one, and before the first day of July, anno Domm1 eighteen hun­
acts d~ne bydhis dred and sixty-six, respecting martial law, military trials by courts-martial 
authority an •1• • • h • • d • 1 f 
apprnval, legal- or m1 1tar~ comm~s~10n~, or_ t e arrest, 1mpi:1sonme?t an tria . o perwns 
ize1 and !nade charged with part1c1pat1on m the late rebellion agamst the Umted States, 
vahd, as if, &c. or as aiders or abettors thereof, or as guilty of any disloyal practice in 

aid thereof, or of any violation of the laws or usages of war, or of afford­
ing aid and comfort to rebels against the authority of the United States, 
and all proceedings and acts done or had by courts-martial or military com­
missions, or arrests and imprisonments made in the premi,es by any per­
son by the authority of the orders or proclamations of the President, made 
as aforesaid, or in aid thereof, are hereby approved in all respects, legal­
ized and made valid, to the same extent and with the same effect as if said 
orders and proclamations had been issued and made, and said arrests, im­
prisonments, proceedings, and acts had been done under the previous ex­
press authority and direction of the Congress of the United States, and in 




