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same may be paid out of the fund for the relief of refugees and freed
men, on the approval of the commissioner of the bureau of refugees and 
freedmen. 

APPROVED, June 15, 1866. 

June 15, 1866. CHAP. CXXIV. -An Act to facilitate commercial, polftal, and mi7itary Communication 
among the several State:!. 

Preamble. Whereas the Constitution of the United States confers upon Congress, 
in express terms, the power to regulate commerce among the several 
States, to establish post roads, and to raise and support armies : There
fore:-

. Steam rail- Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
ronds m~y cnrry States of Ame,-ica in Congress assembled, That every railroad company 
over the,r road • I u· · d S h d • t d b t ·t , d passengers and m ~ ie mte t_ates, w ose roa ~s opera e y s earn, 1 s succe,~ors an 
freight from one assigns, be, and 1s hereby, authonzed to carry upon and over its road, 
State to another boats brid"es and ferries all passengers troops government su1,plies 
andconnectw1th . ' . o ' ' • ' ' ' 
roads of other mails, freight, and property on their way from any State to another State, 
Stat?s to for_m and to receive compensation therefor, and to connect with roads of &ther 
contmuous Imes. States so as to form continuous lines for the transportation of the same to 

the place of destination : Provided, That this act shall not affect any stipula-
Existing con- tion between the government of the United States and any railroad com-

tracts and condi- fi • r • 1 • • • h tions not af- pany or transportatwn or iares wit 10ut compensation, nor 1mpall' or c ange 
fected. the comlilions imposed by the terms of any act granting- lands to any such 

company to aid in the construction of its road, nor shall it be construed to 
New.roads _not authorize any railroad company to build any new road or connection with 

authonzed_w1th- any other road without authority from the State in which said railroad or 
out authority . 
from State. connection may be proposed. 

This act may SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That Congress may at any time 
be amended, &c. alter, amend, or repeal this act. 

June 18, 1866. 

l'ay of those 
employed as ex
aminers and as
sistant exam
iners in the pat
ent office. 

To be taken 
from patent 
office fund, &c. 

APPROVED, June 1,j, 1866. 

CHAP. CXXVI. - An Act to authorize the Commissioner ef Patents to pay those em
ployed as Examiners and Assistant Examine:rs the Salary fixed by Law for tlie Duties 
peiformed by them. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America i·n Congress assembled, That the commissioner of 
patents is hereby authorized to pay those employed in the patent office 
from April first, eighteen [hundred] and sixty-one, until the first day of 
August, eighteen hundred and sixty-five, as examiners and assistant 
examiners of patents, at the rates fixed by law for these respective 
grades; Provided, That the same be paid out of the patent office fund, 
and that the compensation thus paid shall not exceed that received by those 
duly enrolled as examiners and assistant examiners of patents for the 
same period. 

APPROVED, June 18, 1866. 

June 21, 1866. CHAP. CXXVII. -An Act for the Disposal of the Public Lands for Home:Jtead Actual 
Scttlement in the State:J ef .Alabama, JJ:fississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, and Florida. 

All public Be it enacted by the Senate and House o-1' Renresentatii-es o-l'the United 
lands in certain c, f'I :, r '.I 
states to be dis- otates of Ame,-ica, in vongress assembled, That from and after the passage 
pose~ of only ac- of this act all the public lands in the States of Alabama, Mississippi, 
cordm~ to thfeth Louisana, Arkansas, and Florida shall be disposed of accordirw to the 
prov1s10ns o e • l t· f" 1 h d l f • h ~ .- • I o d d homestead Jaw. st1pu a ions o t 1e omestea aw o twentiet 1,.1ay, e1g 1teen hun re 

1862, ch. 75. and sixty-two, entitled "An act to secure homesteads to actual settlers on 
Vol. xii. P· 392• th bl' d • " d th t 1 t 1 h d 

1864 ch. 88. e pu 1c omam, an e ac supp emen a t ereto, approve twenty-
Vol. ,.!iii. p. 35. first of l\Iarch, eighteen hundred and sixty-four, but with this restriction, 

that until the expiration of two years from and after the passage of this 
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