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Done at the city of Washington this seventeenth day of June, in the year 
[L. s.] of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-five, and of the In

dependence of the United States the eighty-ninth. 
ANDREW JOHNSON. 

By the President : 
WILLIAM H. SEW ARD, Secretary of State. 

No. 43. 
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BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: June 21, 1865. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS the fourth section of the fourth article of the Constitution of the Preamble. 
United States declares that the United States shall guarantee to every state in the 
Union a republican form of government, and shall protect each of them against 
invasion and domestic violence; and whereas the President of the United States 
is, by the constitution, made commander-in-chief of the army and navy as well 
as chief civil executive officer of the United States, and is bound by solemn 
oath faithfully to execute the office of President of the United States, and to 
take care that the laws be faithfully executed; and whereas the rebellion, which 
has been waged by a portion of the people of the United States acrainst the 
properly constituted authorities of the government thereof, in the m;st violent 
and revolting form, but whose organized and armed forces have now been al
most entirely overcome, has, in its revolutionary prol!l'ess, deprived the people 
of the State of Alabama of all civil government; an<;i whereas it becomes nec
essary and proper to carry out and enforce the obligations of the United States 
to the people of Alabama, in securing them in the enjoyment of a republican 
form of government: 

Now, therefore, in obedience to the high and solemn duties imposed upon me Provisional 
by the Constitution of the United States, and for the purpose of enabling the goyernor ap
loyal people of said state to or13:anize a state government, whereby justice may gomted for Ala• 
be established, domestic tranqmllity insured, and loyal citizens protected in all ama. 
their rights of lite, liberty, and property, I, ANDREW JOHNSON, President of 
the United States, and commander-in-chief of the army and navy of the United 
States, do hereby appoint Lewis E. Parsons, of Alabama, provisional governor 
of _the State of Alabama, whose duty it shall be, at the earliest practicable period, His duty and 
to prescribe such rules and regulations as may be necessary and proper for con- authority. 
vening a convention, composed of delegates to be chosen by that portion of the 
people of said state who are loyal to the United States, and no others, for the 
purpose of altering or amending the constitution thereof; and with authority to 
exercise, within the limits of said state, all the powers necessary and proper to 
enable such loyal people of the State of Alabama to restore said state to its 
constitutional relations to the federal government, and to present such a repub-
lican form of state government as will entitle the state to the guarantee of the 
United States therefor, and its people to protection by the United States against 
invasion, insurrection, and domestic violence ; Provided that, in any election that Qualification 
may be hereafter held for choosino-delegates to any state convention as-afore- of electors, an_d 

"d h. 11 b l"fi d O I h 11 b 1· "bl b for memberSlup sa1 , no person s a e qua I e as an e ector, or s a e e 1g1 e as a mem er of the conven-
of such convention, unless he shall have previously taken and subscribed the tion. 
oath of amnesty, as set forth in the President's Proclamation of May 29, A. D. 
1865, and i~ a voter qualified as prescribed by the constitution and laws of the 
State of Alabama in force immediately before the eleventh day of January, .A. D. 
1861, the date of the so-called ordinance of secession; and the said convention, Convention 
when conrnned, or the legislature that may be thereafter assembled, will pre- &c., to prescribe 
scribe the qualification of electors, and the eligibility of persons to hold office qualification. 
under the constitution and laws of the state, - a power the people of the several 
states composing the Federal Union have rightfully exercised from the origin of 
the government to the present time, 

An<l I do hereby direct, -
Pir.•t. That the military commander of the department, and all officers and All the depart

persons in the military and naval service, aid and assist the said provisional me':'ts of the 
governor in carrying into effect this Proclamation, and they are enjomed to ab- Ugomet.edn Slattets 

• f • h" d • • d" d" • th 1 1 1 Y r men ° ti_tam rom, m ~ny_ way, m ermg, 1mpe mg, or 1s_couragmg e oya peop e aid the provi-
from the orgamzat1on of a state government as herem authonzed. sional governor. 



768 APPENDIX. 

Second. That the Secretary of State proceed to put in force all laws or the 
United States, the administration whereof belongs to the State Department, 
applicable to the geographical limits aforesaid. 

Third. That the Secretary of the Treasury proceed to nominate for appoint
ment assessors of taxes, and collectors of customs and internal revenue, and 
such other officers of the Treasury Department as are authorized by law, and 
put in execution the revenue laws of the United States within the geographical 
limits aforesaid. In making appointments, the preference shall be given to qual
ified loyal persons residing within the districts where their respective duties are 
to be performed. But if suitable residents of the districts shall not be found, 
then persons residing in other states or districts shall be appointed. 

Fourth. That the Postmaster-General proceed to establish post-offices and 
post-routes, and put into execution the postal laws of the United States within 
the said state, giving to loyal residents the preference of appointment; but if 
suitable residents are··not found, then to appoint agents, &c., from other states. 

Fifth. That the district judge for the judicial district in which Alabama is 
inc.Jaded proceed to hold courts within said state, in accordance with the pro
visions of the act of Congress. The Attorney-General will instruct the proper 
officers to libel, and bring to judgment, confiscation, and sale, property subject 
to confiscation, and enforce the administration of justice within said state in all 
matters within the cognizance and jurisdiction of the federal courts. 

Sixth. That the Secretary of the Navy take possession of all public property 
belonging to the Navy Department within said geographical limits, and put in 
operation all acts of Congress in .relation to naval affairs having application to 
the said state. 

Sei•enth. That the Secretary of the Interior put in force the Jaws relating to 
the Interior Department applicable to the geographical limits aforesaid. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto· set my hand, and caused the seal of 
the United States to be affixed. 

Done at the city of Washington, this twenty-first day of June, in the 
[L. s.J year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-five, and of 

the Independence of the United States the eighty-ninth. 
ANDREW JOHNSON. 

By the President: 
WILLIAM H. SEWARD, Secretary of State. 

No. 44. 

Jane 23, 1865. BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Pre~mble. WHEREAS, by the proclamations or the President of the nineteenth and 
Vol. xii. pp. 1258, twenty-seventh of April, eighteen hundred and sixty-one, a blockade of certain 
1259• ports of the United States was set on foot; but, whereas, the reasons for that 

measure have ceased to exist : 
Blockade re- Now, therefore, be it known, that I, ANDREW JOHXSOX, President of the 

scinded. United States, do hereby declare and proclaim the blockade aforesaid to be 
rescinded as to all the ports aforesaid, includinrr that of Galveston and other 
ports west of the Mississippi Ri'ltlr, which pori: will be open to foreign com
merce on the first of July next, on the terms and conditions set forth in my 

Ante, P· 757. l'roclamation of the twenty-second of May last. 
Purposes ofthe It is to be understood, however, that the blockade thus rescinded was an 

blockade. international measure for the purpose of protecting the soverei"n rio-hts of the 
United States. The greater or less subversion of civil authority in °the rerrion 
to which it applied, and the impracticability of at once restorinrr that in.due 
efficiency, may, for a season, make it advisable to employ the arm/ and navy of 
the United States towards carrying the laws into effect, wherever such employ
ment may be necessary. 

In teshmony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and caused the seal of 
the United States to be affixed. 
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