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No. 21. 

~y THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: Oct. 20, 1864. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

IT ~as pleas_ed ~lmight:y: God to pi;olong o~r national life another, year, .~ay ofthan½s 
defendmg us with His guardian care agamst unfnendlr desians from abroad, and givu~g and pra!Sf 
V'>UChsafing to lis in His mercy many and signal victones ov:r the enemy:who is appomted. 
vf our ow'n household. It has also pleased our Heavenly Father to favor' as w!lll 
our citizens in their homes as our s~ldiers in their camps, and our sailors on the 
rivers and seas, with unusual health. He has largely aurrmented our free popu-
lation by emancipation and by immigration, while He has ;pened to us new sources 
?f wealth, ~nd has crowned the labor of our working men m every department of 
mdastry with abundant rewards. Moreover, He has been pleased to animate and 
inspire our minds and hearts with fortitude, courage, and resolution sufficient for 
the great trial of civil war into which we have been brouaht by our adherence 
as a nation to the oe.use of freedom and humanity, and to ;fford to us reasonable 
hopes of an ultimate and happy deliverance from all our dangers and afflictions: 

Now, therefore, .I, ABRAHAM LINCOLN, President of the United States, do 
hereby appoint and set apart the last Thursday of November next as a day 
which I desire to be observed by all my fellow-citizens, wherever ,they may then 
be, as a day of thanksgiving and praise to Almighty God, the beneficent Creator 
and Ruler of the Universe. And I do farther recommend to my fellow-citizens 
aforesaid, that, on that occasion, they do reverently humble themselves in the 
dust, and from thence offer up penitent and fervent prayers and supplications to 
the Great Disposer of events for a return of the inestimable blessings of peace, 
union, and harmony throughout the land which it has pleased Him to assign as 
a dwelling-place for ourselves and for our posterity throughout all generations. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the 
United States to be affixed. 

Done at the city of Washington this twentieth day of October, in the year 
[L. s.] of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-four, and of the 

Independence of the United States the eighty-ninth. 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 

By the President : 
WILLIAM H. SEWARD, Secretary of State. 

No. 22. 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA Oct. 31, 1864. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS the congress of the United States passed an act, which was ap
proved on the 21st day of March last, entitled " An act to enable the people of 
Nevada to form a constitution and state ~overnment, and for the admission of 
such state into the Union on an equal footmg with the original states;" 

And whereas the said constitution and state government have been formed, 
pursuant to the conditions prescribed by the fifth section of the act of congress 
aforesaid, and the certificate required by th~ said act, and _also a copy of _the 
constitution and ordinances, have been submitted to the President of the U mted 
States: 

Preamble. 
1864, ch. 36. 
Ante, p. 30. 

Now, therefore, be it known, that I, ABRAHAM LINCOLN, Presid,ent of the ;Neva,da ad
United States in accordance with the duty imposed upon me by the act of con m0

1t!ed mto th8 
' 1 ' h h 'd S f N d ' nion. gress aforesaid do hereby declare and proc aim t at t e sa1 tate o eva a 1s 

admitted into the Union on an equal footing with the original states. 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and caused the seal of the 

United States to be affixed. 
Done at the city of Washington this thirty-first day of October, in the year 

63 * 
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[L. s.] of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and. sixty-four, !md of the 
Independence of the United States the eighty-ninth. 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 
By the Presi.dent: 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD, Secretary of State. 

No. 23. 

·Nov.19, 1864. BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Preamble. WHEREAS by my proclamation of the nineteenth of April, one thousand eight 
Vol, xii. p. 1258. hundred and sixty-one, it was declared that the ports of certain states, includ

ing those of Norfolk, in the State of-Virginia, [and] Fernandina and Pensacola, 
in the State of Florida, were, for reasons therein set forth, intended to be placed 
und~r blockade; ~nd whereas t~e said ports w~re subs~guently bloc~aded ac
cordmgly, but havmg, for some time past, been m the mihtitry possess10n of the 
United States, it is deemed advisable that they should be opened to domestic and 
foreign commerce : 

Blockade of Now, therefore, be it known that I, ABRAHAM LINCOLN, President of the 
~orfolk, Fernan- United States, pursuant to the authority in me vested by the fifth section of the 
~\a nd r,nsa- act of congress approved on the 18th of July, 1861, entitled "An act further to 
:~ ~h;t &c. provide for the collection of duties on imports, and for other purposes," do hereby 

' declare that the blockade of the said ports of Norfolk, Fernandina, and Pensacola 
shall so far cease and determine, from and after the first day of December next, 
that commercial intercourse with those ports, except as to persons, things, and 
information contraban<l of war, may, from that time, be carried on, subject to 
the laws of the United States, to the limitations, and in pursuance of the regula
tions which may be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, and to such 
military and naval regulations as are now in foree, or may hereafter be found 
necessary. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and caused the seal of the 
United States to be affixed. 

Done at the city of Washington this nineteenth day of November, in the 
[L. s.J year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-four, and of 

the Independence of the United States the eighty-ninth. 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 

By the President : 
WILLIAM H. SEW ARD, Secretary of State. 

No. 24. 

Vee 19, 1864. BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: 

Preamble. 
1864, ch. 237 . 
.Ante, p. 379. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS by the act approved July 4, 1864, entitled " An act further to 
regulate and provide for the enrolling and calling out the national forces, and 
for other purposes," it is provided that the President of the United States may, 
"at his discretion, at any time hereafter, call for any number of men, as volun
teers, for the respective terms of one, two, and three years, for military service,'' 
and " that in case the quota, or 11ny part thereof, of any town, township, ward 
of a city, precinct, or election district, or of any county not so subdivided, shall 
not be filled within the space of fifty days after such call, then the President 
shall immediately order a draft for one year to fill such quota, or any part thereof, 
which may be unfilled ; " 

And whereas by the credits allowed in accordance with the act of Congress, 
on the call for five hundred thousand men, made July 18th, 1864, the number of 
men to be obtained under that call was reduced to two hundred and eight, 
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