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SEC. 10. And be it further enacted, That no slave escaping into any. state, 
territory, or the District of Columbia, from any other state, shall ~e <lehvered 
up, or in any way impeded or hindered of bis liberty, except for crime, or some 
otfence against the laws, unless the person claiming said fugitive shall first make 
oath that the person to whom the labor or service of _such fugitiv~ is alleged. to be 
due is his lawful owner, and has not borne arms agamst the Umted States m the 
present rebellion, nor in any way given aid and comfort thereto; and no person 
en"'ao-ed in the military or naval service of the United States shall, under any pre­
teici whatever, assume to decide on the validity of the claim of any person to 
the service or labor of any other person, or surrender up any such person to the 
claimant, ou pain of being dismissed from the service." 

And I d? hereby enjoin upon and order all persons engaged in the m!li~ary an_d 
naval service of the United States to observe, obey, and enforce, within their 
respective spheres of service, the act and sections above recited. 

Compensation And the Executive will in due time recommend that all citizens of the United 
}.0 loyal pe1ons States who shall have remained loyal thereto throughout the rebellion shall 
or certam osses. (upon the restoration of the constitutional relation between the United States 

and their rebpective states and people, if that relation shall have been suspended 
or disturbed) be compensated for all losses by acts of the United States, includ­
ing the loss of slaves. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and caused the seal of the 
United States to be affixed. 

Done at the city of Washington this twenty-second day of September, 
[L. s.J in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-two, 

and of the Independence of the United States the eighty-seventh. 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 

By the President : 
WILLIAM H. SEW ARD, Secretary of State . 

. 
No. 17. 

January 1, 1863. BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: 

Certain states 
and parts of 
states designated 
as in rebellion. 

Ante, p. 1267. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS, on the twenty-second day of September, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and sixty-two, a proclamation was issued by the 
Pres!dent of the United States, containing, among other things, the following, 
to wit: 

"That on the first day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-three, all persons held as slaves within any state or desicr­
nated part of a state, the people whereof shall then be in rebellion against the 
United States, shall be then, thenceforward, and forever, free; and the Execu­
tive Government of the United States, including the military and naval authoritv 
thereof, will recognize and maintain the freedom of such persons, and will do uo 
act or acts to repress such persons, or any of them, in any efforts they may make 
for their actual freedom. 

"That the Ex~"utive will, on the first day of January aforesaid, by proclama­
tion, designate the states and parts of states, if any, in which the people thereof, 
respectively, shall then be in rebellion against the United State&; and the fact 
that any state, or the people thereof, shall on that day be in good faith repre­
sented in the Congress of the United States, by members chosen thereto at 
elections wherein a majority of the qualified voters of such states shall have 
particip_ated, ~hall, in the absence of strong countervailing testimony, be deemed 
conclusive evidence that such state, and the people thereof, are not then in 
rebellion against the United States." . 

Now, therefore, I, ABRAHAM LINCOLN, President of the United States by 
virtue of !he power i~ m~ vested as commander-in:-chief of the army and davy 
of the Umted States, m time of actual armed rebellion agamst the authority and 
Government of the United States, and as a fit and necessary war measure for 
suppressing said rebe_llion, do, on this firs~ day of Janu3:ry, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand e1sht hundred and sixty-three, and m accordance with my 
purpose so t-0 do, publicly proclaimed for the full period of one hundred day, 
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from the day firs~ above mentioned, order and designate as the states and parts 
of _states w~e~em the people ther~of, respectively, are this day in rebellion 
against the U n1ted Stat~s? the followmg, to wit: 

Arkansas, Texas, Louisiana, ( exce~t the parishes of St. Bernard Plaquemines 
Jefferson, St. John, St. Charles, St. James, Ascension, Assu:ription Ter~ 
Bonne, Lafo1;1rch~, ~t. Mary, St. Mar_tin, and Orleans, including the city of New 
Orleans,) M1ss1ss1pp1, Alabama, Florida, Geor«ia, South Carolina North Caro­
lina, and Virginia, ( ex~ept the forty-eight counties designated as West Virginia, 
and also the counties ot Berkeley, Accomac, Northampton, Elizabeth City, York 
Princes_s Ann, and Norfolk, including the cities of Norfolk and Portsmouth,) 
and wh1c~ ~xcepted parts are for the present left precisely as if this proclamation 
were not issued. 
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And by virtue of the power and for the.purpose aforesaid, I do order and Slaves therein 
dedare that all persons held as slaves within said designated states and parts declared free, &c. 
of states are, and henceforward shall be, free; and that the Executive Govern-
ment of the United States, including the military and naval authorities thereof, 
will recognize and maintain the freedom of said persons. 

And I hereby enjoin upon the people so declared to be free to abstain from 
all violence, unless in necessary self-defence; and I recommend to them that, in 
all cases when allowed, they labor faithfully for reasonable wages. 

And I further declare and make known that such persons, of suitable condi­
tion, will be received into the armed service of the United States to garrison 
forts, positions, stations, and other places, and to man vessels of all sort.ii in said 
service. 

And upon this act, sincerely believed to be an actofjustice, warranted by the 
Constitution upon military necessity, I invoke the considerate judgment of man• 
kind and the gracious favor of Almighty God. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the 
United States to be affixed. 

Done at the city of Washington this first day of ~anuary, in the year of our 
[L. s.J Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, and of the Inde­

pendence of the United States of :America the eighty-seventh. 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 

By the President: 
WILLIAM H. SEWARD, Secretary of State. 

No. 18. 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: Feb. 28, 1863. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS objects of interest to the United States require that the Senate Extraordinary 
should be convened at twelve o'clock on the fourth of March next, to receive session of the 
and act upon such communications as may be made to it on the part of the Senate convened 
Executive: for March 4, 1863. 

Now therefore I ABRAHAM LINCOLN, President of the United States, have 
conside

1
red it to be' my duty to issue this my proclama~ion, declaring that an 

extraordinary occasion r~quires the Se~ate ?f the pmted Stat?s to convene 
for the transaction of busmess at the Capitol, m the city of W ashmgton, on the 
fourth day of March next, at twelve o'clock at noon on that day, of which all 
who shall at that time be entitled to act as members of that body are hereby 
required to take notice. 

Given under my hand and the seal of the United States, at Washington, the 
twenty-eighth day of February, in the year of our Lord one tbous:ind 

[L. s.] eight hundred and sixty-three, and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the eighty-seventh. 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 
By the President: 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD, Secretary of State, 




