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May 26, 1862. CHAP. LXXXIV. - An Act to provide [or the Settlement ef the Accounts ef John A, 
Smith, Clerk ef the Oircuit Court and Criminal Court of the District of Columbia. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
Accounts of States of .America in Congress assembled, That in all settlements of ac

cl~rk of t~e _w,r-counts for fees, emoluments, and allowances by the clerk of the circuit 
CUit and crtmmal d • • 1 f h D. • f C I b' tl t· ffi courts of the Dis- an cr1mma courts o t e 1str1ct o o um ia, 1e accoun mg o cers 
trictofColumbia, of the Treasury shall not bold said clerk responsible for any fees or 
how to be settled. charges not actually collected by him from the parties liable therefor, 

whenever the failure to make such collection shall be shown to result 
from the insolvency, non-residence, or other inability of the parties liable 
therefor; and the affidavit of said clerk that he has in vain used due dili
gence to collect said fees, accompanied by a certificate of the district 

Uncollected attorney that he believes that the money cannot, by due diligence, be 
fees. collected, shall be held and deemed sufficient proof for the allowance to 

said clerk of all fees and charges not actually collected by him ; and said 
clerk shall thereupon be entitled to a credit in all settlements of his 
accounts heretofore made, in which he is charged for said uncollected fees, 
and said former settlements are hereby opened for the purpose of giving 
him said credit upon bis affidavit and the certificate of the district attor
ney being produced to the proper accounting officers, in support of the 
credit so claimed by him. 

Clerk to be SEC, 2. And be it further enacted, That the clerk of said circuit and 
credited with criminal courts of the District of Columbia shall be credited in all settle-
salarv of $2500 
out of fees col- ments of account (made heretofore or which may be made hereafter) out 
lected, for servic- of the fees collected by him, or due to him, a salary of twenty-five hun
~;iI~~n~\e~~u~i. d1·ed dollars per annum for his services as clerk of said criminal court 

during the period in which he has received no compensation for his said 
services; and in all settlements made, or to be made, he shall be allowed 
out of his said fees collected by or due to him, in either of said courts, 

llormer ac- his proper and legal allowances, and all proper expenses ; and it shall be 
couuts to be re- the duty of the proper accountin" officers to restate all former settlements 
stated. f .d d l h o • ~ • • h h . • f o sa1 accounts an sett e t e same m con,orm1ty wit t e prov1s1ons o 

this act. 
Repeal of in- SEC. 3, And be it further enacted, That all laws and parts of laws in-

consistent laws. consistent with the provisions of this act be, and the same are hereby, 
repealed. 

APPROVED, May 26, 1862. 

May 26, 1862. CHAP, LXXXV. -An Act to amend an Act entitled" An Act making Appropriati<m8 for 
the Se,-vice ef the Post Office Department during the fiscal Year endwg the thirtieth 

lS6Z, ch. o8. ef June, eighteen hundrnJ and sixty..t,hree," approved April seventeenth, eighteen hundred 
.Ante, P· 381. a,id sixty-two. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

t Paymt 6ent todd' States of America in Congress assembled, That the provision of the first 
weu y- ve a 1- • f I . l d k' 

tional clerks to be section o t Hl act en tit e "An act ma mg appropriations for the service 
made from what of the Post Office Department during the fiscal year endin"" the thirtieth 
fuu

d
• of June, eighteen hundred and sixty-three," approved April seventeenth, 

eighteen hundred and sixty-two, which appropriates the sum of eight 
thousand eight hundred dollars "for compensation of twenty-five addi-

~:; ~- 8~2. tional clerks in the Post Office Department, authorized by the ' Act to 
promo!e the efficiency of the dead letter office,' approved January twenty
fir~t, eighteen hundred and sixty-two, from the date of their appointment 
to the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and sixty-two," be and the 
same is hereby so amended, that the said sum of eight thousand eight 
hundred dollar8 shall be payable out of the appropriation made out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to supply defici
encies in the revenue of the Post Office Department for the year ending 
the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and sixty-two, contained in the 
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third section of the act entitled " An act making appropriations for the 1861, ch. 73, § 
servi&e of the Post Office Department during the fiscal year ending the 3

• Ante P· 205. 
thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and sixty-two," approved March ' 
second, eighteen hundred and sixty-one. 

APPROVED, May 26, 1862. 

Cau. LXXXVI. -An Act to reduce the Expenses of the Survey and Sa/,e of the Public May 30, 1862. 
Lands in the United States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That contracts for the survey Contracts for 
of the public lands shall not become binding upon the United States until s:1rveys of pub
approYed by the Commissioner of the General Land Office, except in ~~ tfnXfn;ot \?1 
such cases as said Commissioner shall otherwise specially order. &c. n un 

1 
' 

SEC, 2 . .And be it further enacted, That the printed manual of instruc- Certain instruc
tions relating to the public surveys, prepared at the General Land Office, tions to be deem
and hearing date February twenty-second, eighteen hundred and fifty- t1 rrt of con
five, the instructions of the Commissioner of the General Land Office, ac • 
and the special instructions of the surveyor general, when not in conflict 
with said printed manual, or the instructions of said Commissioner, shall 
be taken and deemed to be a part of every contract for surveying the 
public lands of the United States. 

SEC. 3. .And be it further enacted, That the Commissioner of the Gen- Prices of sur
eral Land Office shall have power, and it shall be his duty, to fix the v:er;s to be estab
prices per mile for public surveys, which shall in no case exceed the max- hs ed. 
imum established by law ; and that, under instructions to be prepared by 
said Commissioner, an accurate account shall be kept by each surveyor Accounts to be 
general of the cost of surveying and platting private land claims, to be kept. 
reported to the General Land Office, with the map of such claim, and 
that patents shall not issue for any such private claim until the cost of iss;:t~~~l &~.to 
survey and platting shall have been paid into the Treasury of the United ' 
States by the claimant. 

SEC, 4. And be it further enacted, That from and after the first day of Utah and Colo
July next and upon the recommendation of the Commissioner of the rado to_ make_ one 

, . surveymg dis-
General Land Office, approved by the Secretary of the Interior, the trict. 
President may order that the Territories of Utah and Colorado shall con-
stitute one surveying district, the duties of surveyor general in said dis- ~urveyor gen-
trict to be performed by the surveyor general of Colorado ; and the sur- era •. . ,,. 
veying district of Nevada shall be united to that of California, the duties va~!sf~1b~ ~n~ed 
of the surveyor general of the former to be transferred to the surveyor to that of Cali· 
general of California; and the transfer of the effects and archives of the fornia. 
offices to be made under the instructions of the Commissioner of the ~'s:'yor gen-
General Land Office. era , • 

SEC, 5. And be it further enacted, That upon the recommendation of f~iscon~uance 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, approved by the Secre- 0 

a
nd O ces. 

tary of the Interior, the President may order the discontinuance of any 
land office, and the transfer of its business and archives to any other land 
office within the same State or Territory. 

SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That from and after the first day Pay of:egisters 
f J l h • f • d • • 11 th 1 d and receivers. o u y next t e compensation o registers an receivers m a e an 

offices in the United States shall be an annual salary of :five hundred dol
lars to each, with the fees and commissions now p1·escribed by law, and, 
to be paid by claimants, an additional fee in donation cases of five dollars 
for each final certificate for one hundred and sixty acres, ten dollars for 
three hundred and twenty acres, and fifteen dollars for six hundred and 
forty acres; to be accounted for in the same manner as fees and commis
sions in warrant and preemption locations, with limitations as to maximum 
of salary prescribed by existing laws, and in accordance with such instruc
tions as shall, be given by the Commissioner of the General [Land] Office. 

vor.. xu. PuB,-52 
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