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No. 14. Day of Public Humiliation appointed. 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. Nov. 16, 1814. 

A PROCLAMATION. 
THE two houses of the National Legislature havino-, by a J"oint resolution ex- Thu d J 

d h • d • h • h • "' rs ay, an. presse t e1r es1re t at, mt e present time of public calamity and war, a day may 12, 1815, ap-
be recommended to be observed by the people of the United States as a day of pointed as a day 
public humiliation and fastin~, and ?f prayer ~-0 Almighty God for the safety of_ .Pf!blic hu­
and welfare of these States, ~1s blessm" on _their arms a:id a speedy restoration mihation. 
of peace: I have deemed 1t proper, by this proclamation, to recommend that 
Thursday the twE:lfth of Januar,r next ~e set apart as a day on which all may 
ha~e. an opportun_ity of ,:oluntarily offerin~, at the same time, in their respective 
rchg10us assemblies, their humble adorat10n to the great Sovereio-n of the 
Universe, of confessing their sins and transgressions, and of stremrth;ning their 
vows of repentance and amendment. They will be invited by th~ same solemn 
occasion to call to mind the distimruished favors conferred on the .American 
people, in the general health which has been enjoyed, in the abundant fruits of 
the season ; in the progress of the arts instrumental to their comfort, their pros-
perity, and their security; and in the victories which have so powerfully con-
tributed to the defence and protection of our country; a devout thankfulness for 
all which ought to be mingled with their supplications to the Beneficent Parent 
of the human race, that He would be graciously pleased to pardon all their 
offences against Him; to support and animate them in the discharge of their 
respective duties; to continue to them the precious advantages flowing from 
political institutions, so auspicious to their safety against dancrers from abroad, to 
their tranquillity at home, and to their liberties, civil and religious; and that He 
would, in a· special manner, preside over the nation, in its public councils and 
constituted authorities, gi\·ing wisdom to its measures and success to its arms, in 
maintaining its ricrhts, and in overcoming all hostile designs and attempts 
against it; and fina1ly, that, by inspiring the enemy with dispositions favorable 
to a just and rea...«onable peace, its blessings may be speedily and happily 
restored. 

Given at the city of ,vashington, the sixteenth day of November, one 
[L. s.J thousand eight hundred and fourteen, and of the independence of 

the United States the thirty-eighth. 
JA.i\fES MADISON. 

No. 15. Pardon to certain Offenders off Louisiana. Feb. 6, 1816. 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

A PROCLAMATION. 
A)IOXG the many e,ils produced by th.e wars whi~h, with little intermission, Preamble. 

have afl1ieted Europe, and extended their ravages_ mto _other quarte~ of the 
globe, for a period exceeding twenty years,. the_ dispersion of_ a considerable 
portion of the inhabitants of different countries, m sorrow and m _want, h~s not 
been the least injurious to human happiness, nor the least severe m the trial of 
human virtue. 

It had Ion"' been ascertained that many foreigners, flying from the dangers of 
their own ho~e and that some citizens, forgetful of their duty, had co-operated 
in forminrr an e~blishment on the island of Barrataria, near the mouth of the 
River Mississippi, for the purposes of a clandest~ne and lawless trade. The 
government of the :United ~tates caused the esta1?hsh~ent to be broken up and 
destroyed; and havmg obtamed the means of des1gnatmg_the_ offend,ers_of.every 
description, it only remained to answer the demands of Justice by mfhcting an 
exemplary punishment. . . 

But it has since been represented that the offend_ers have mamfested a smcere 
penitence; that they have abandoned the prosecution of t~e.wors~ cause for the 
support of the best; and, particularly, that they have exh1.bited, m the defence 
of New Orleans unequivocal traits of coura<>e and fidelity. Offenders, who 
have refused to 'become the associates of the"' enemy in the war, upon the most 
seducing terms of invitation, and who· have aided to repel _his hostile i?vasion 
of the territory of the United States, can no longer be considered as obJectl! of 
punishnwnt, but asobject•ofagenero.llll forgiveness. 
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It has, therefore, been seen with great satisfaction that the General Assembly 
of the State of Louisiana earnestly recommend those offenders to the benefit of 
a full pardon : And in compliance with that recommendation, as well as in 

p J 1 Jar consideration of all the other extraordinary circumstances of the case, I, JAMES 
ed f~~ i;~~i~ of= MADISON, President of the United States of America, do issue this proclama­
fences to those tion, hereby granting, publishing, and declaring a free and full pardon of all 
who joiued in the offences committed in v10lation of any act or acts of the Congress of the said United 
<.lefcnce ofdNehw States, touchin« the revenue, trade, and navigation thereof, or touching the in-
0rlea•1s an t e O U • S • h " • • • adjac~nt conn- tercourse an_d commerce of the ~1ted tates wit 1ore1gn nations, at.any time 
try. before the eighth day of January m the present year one thousand e1ii;ht hun-

dred and fifteen, by any person or persons whomsoever, being inhabitants of 
New Orleans and the adjacent conntry, or being inhabitants of the said island 

Certificate to of Barrataria, and the places adjacent. Provided, That every person claiming 
be procured the benefit of this full pardon, in order to entitle himself thereto, shall produce 
from the go';- a certificate in writin" from the governor of the State of Louisiana, statmg that 
~rnor of Loms- such person has aidedin the defence of New Orleans, and tlie adjacent country, 
rnna. during the invasion thereof as aforesaid. 

And I do hereby further authorize and direct all suits, indictments, and pros­
ecutions, for fines, penalties, and forfeitures, against any person or persons who 
shall be entitled to the benefit of this tull pardon, forthwith to be stayed, discon­
tinued, and released: And all civil officers are hereby required, according to the 
duties of their respective stations to carry this proclamation into immediate and 
faithful execution. 

Done at the city of Washington, the sixth day of February in the year 
[L. s.J one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, and of the independence of 

the United States the tliirty-nintli. 
JAMES MADISON. 

BY THE PRESIDENT : 

JAS. MONROE, Acting as Secretary of State. 

No. 16. Day of Public Thanksgiving appointed for Peace. 

March. 4, 1815. BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

The second THE Senate and House of Representatives of the United States, have, by a 
Thursday in joint resolution, signified their desire that a day may be recommended to be 
AJ!ril next, ap- observed by the people of the United States with religious solemnity, as a day 
pom

1
~ed ;'r

1
daykof of thanksgiving, and of devout acknowledaments to Almio'hty God for His great 

puo ,c rnn s- d • f◄ t d • • h oh bl • f e giving for peace. goo ness mam es e m restormg to t e~1 t ~ cssmg o peace. 
No people ought to feel greater obh«at10ns to celebrate the goodness of the 

Great Disposer of events, and of the de:rtiny of nations, than the people of the 
United S~ates. His kind I?rovidence originally conducted them to one of the 
best portions of the dwellmg-place allotted for the great family of the human 
race. He protected and cherished them, under all the difficulties and trials to 
which they were exposed in their early days. Under His fosterin« care, their 
habits, their sentiments, and their pursuits prepared thi,m for a transitior:. in due 
time, to a state of indP-pendence and self-government. In the arduous ;tru««le 
1>y which it was attained, they were distinguished by multiplied tokens of"'Flis 
benign interposition. During the interval which succeeded, He reared them into 
the strength and endowed them with the resources which have enabled them to 
assert their national rights, and to enhance their national character, in another 
arduous conflict, which is now so happily terminated by a peace and reconcilia­
tion with those who have been our enemies. And to the same Divine Author of 
every good and perfect gift, we are indebted for all those privileo-es and ad­
vantages, religious as well as civil, which are so richly enjoyed in this favored 
land. 

It is for blessings such as these, and especially for the restoration of the 
blessing of peace, that I now recommend that the second Thursday in April 
next, be set apart as a day on which the people of every relio-ious denomination, 
may, in thl>ir ~oll>mn assemblie~, unite their hearts and their ~oices in a free will 
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