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than one defendant, and they reside in different districts, the plaintiff may 
issue in either, and send-a duplicate writ against the defendants, directed 
to the marshal of the other district, on which writ an endor:,ement shall 
be made, that the writ thus sent is a copy of a writ sued out of the court 
of the proper district; and said writs, when executed and returned into the 
office from whence they issued, shall constitute one suit and be proceeded 
in accordingly. 

APPROVED, February 21, 1857. 

Feb. 26, 1857. CHAP. LX.-An Act to autlwrize the Pwple of tlie Territory o/ Jfinnesota to form a 
Constitution and State Government, preparatory to their Admission in the Union on an 
equal Footing with the original States. 1858, ch .• 31. 

Post, p. 285. 
Be it enacted !Jy the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

Inhabi!ants of States of .America in Congress assembled, That the inhabitants of that 
partht of_;-f•dnntoesota portion of the 'ferritory of Minnesota which is embraced within the fol-
nu. onze h · • h f 
form a Constitu- lowing limits, to wit : Beginning at t e pomt m t e centre o the main 
ton aod State channel of the Red River of the North, where the boundary line between 

overnment. the United States and the British possessions crosses the same; thence up 
the main channel of said river to that of the Boix des Sioux River; thence 
[up] the main channel of said river to Lake Travers ; thence up the centre 
of said lake to the southern extremity thereof; thence in a direct line to the 
bead of Big Stone Lake ; thence through its centre to its outlet ; thence 
by a due south line to the north line of the State of Iowa; thence east 
along the northern boundary of said State to the main channel of the 
Mississippi River; thence up the main channel of said river, and following 
the boundary line of the State of Wisconsin, until the same intersects 
the Saint Louis River; thence down said river to and through Lake 
Superior, on the boundary line of Wisconsin and Michigan, until it in­
tersects the dividing line between the United States and the British pos­
sessions; thence up Pigeon River, and following said dividing line to the 
place of beginning-be and they are hereby authorized to form for them­
selves a Constitution and State Government, by the name of the State cf 
Minnesota, and to come into the Union on an equal footing with the 
original States, according to the federal constitution. 

Jurisdiction SEO, 2. .And be it further enacted, That the said State of Minnesota 
over borde_ring shall have concurrent jurisdiction on the Mississippi and all other rivers 
waters, which are and waters borderin"' on the said State of Minnesota, qo far as the same 
declared to be o • 
common high- shall form a common boundary to said State and any other State or States 
ways. now or hereafter to be formed or bounded by the same ; and said river 

and waters, and the navigable waters leading into the same, shall be com• 
mon highways, and forever free, as well to the inhabitants of said State 
as to all other citizens of the United States, without any tax, duty, impost, 
or toll, therefor. 

Convention of SEO. 3 . .And he it further enacted, That on the first Monday in June 
f!Jd~tes to be nex~ t~e legal voters in each representative district, then existing within 

Voting. 

the limits of the proposed State, are hereby authorized to elect two dele­
gates for each representative to which said district may be entitled accord­
ing to the apportionment for representatives to the t.erritorial legislature, 
which election for delegates shall be held and conducted, and the returns 
made, in all respects in conformity with the laws of said Territory regulat-

M . ing the election of representatives ; and the delegates so elected shall 
venti~~'.'g of con- assemble at the capitol of said Territory on the second Monday in July 

next, and first determine, by a vote, whether it is the wish of the people 
of the proposed State to be admitted into the Union at that time ; and if 
so, shall proceed to fonn a constitution, and take all necessary steps for 
the establishment .of a State government, in conformity with the federal 
constitution, subject to the approval and ratification of the people of the 
proposed State. 
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SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That in the event said convention 
shall decide in favor of the immediate admission of the proposed State 
into the Union, it shall be the duty of the United States' marshal for said 
Territory to proceed to take a census or enumeration of the inhabitants Census. 
within the limits of the proposed State, under such rules and regulations 
as shall be prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior, with the view of 
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ascertaining the number of representatives to which said State may be . Rdoresentatives 
entitled in the Congress of the United States ; and said State shall be m ongress. 
entitled to one representative and such additional representatives as the 
population of the State shall, according to the census, show it would be 
entitled to according to the present ratio of representation. 

SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That the following propositions be, Propositions to 
and the same are hereby offered to the said convention of the people of ~: a~te~ ~~n by 
Minnesota for their free acceptance or rejection, which, if accepted by e c nv n • 
the convention, shall be obligatory on the United States and upon the 
said State of Minnesota, to wit : 

First. That sections numbered sixteen and thirty-six in every township School lands, 
of public lands in said State, and where either of said sections, or any 
part thereof, has been sold or otherwise been disposed of, other lands, 
equivalent thereto and as contiguous as may be, shall be granted to said 
State for the use of schools. 

Second. That seventy-two sections of land shall be set apart and reserved U 1:and ·tfor a 
fi d f S . . l d h G mvers1 y. or the use an support o a tate umvers1ty, to be se ecte by t e overnor 
of said State, subject to the approval of the Commissioner of the General 
Land-Office, and to be appropriated and applied in such manner as the 
legislature of said State may prescribe for the purpose aforesaid, but 
for no other purpose. 

Third. That ten entire sections of land, to be selected by the Governor . Lan_d for pub­
of said State, in legal subdivisions, shall be granted to said State for the he bmldmgs. 
purpose of completing the public buildings, or for the erection of others at 
the seat of government, under the direction of the legislature thereof. 

Fourth. That all salt springs within said State, not exceeding twelve in Salt Springs. 
number, with six sections of land adjoining, or as contiguous as may be 
to each, shall be granted to said State for its use ; the same to be selected 
by the Governor thereof within one year after the admission of said State, 
and when so selected, to be used or disposed of on such terms, conditions, 
and regulations as the legislature shall direct: Provided, That no salt 
spring or land, the right whereof is now vested in any individual or 
individuals, or which may be hereafter confirmed or adjudged to any in-
dividual or individuals, shall, by this article, be granted to said State. 

Fifth. That five per centum of the net proceeds of sales of all public Percentage on 
lands lying within said State, which shall be sold by Congress after the land sales. 
admission of the said State into the Union, after deducting all the expenses 
incident to the same, shall be paid to said State, for the purpose of making 
public roads and internal improvements, as the legislature shall direct : 
Provided, The foregoing propositions herein offered are on the condition, 1:~e above pro 
that the said convention which shall form the constitution of said State ~i~~i~k>~af'ade 
shall provide, by a clause in said constitution, or an ordinance, irrevocable • 
without the consent of the United States, that said State shall never in-
terfere with the primary disposal of the soil within the same, by the 
United States, or with any regulations Congress may find necessary for 
securing the title in said soil to bona fide purchasers thereof; and that no 
tax shall be imposed on lands belonging to the United States, and that in 
no case shall non-resident proprietors be taxed higher than residents. 

APPROVED, February 26, 1857. 
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