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CHAP. LXXXI.-.An Act to amend an Act entitled" An Act to establish a Court for the 
Aug. 6, 1856. Investigation qf Claims against the United States," approved February twen~yfaurth, 
1855, ch. 122. eighteen hundred and .fifty-five. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
Any of the two States of Anwrica in Oongr~ss assembled, That any_ two ~f !he Judges of 

judges of the the Court of Claims, authorized by the act to which this 1s an amend­
court of claims ment approved the twenty-fourth day of February, eighteen hundred 
to be a quorum. ' , d h Id ,.. V I and fifty-five, shall constitute a quorum, an may o . a court 1or the 
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612
' transaction of business, and the court may appoint commissioners to take 

testimony in the manner. prescribed in the said act. 
Assistantsolic- SEC. 2. And bl} it further enacted, That an assistant solicitor shall he 

itor. • appointed by the President, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, whose duty it shall be to aid the solicitor in the performance of 

Oath. the duties mentioned in the said act, and shall take an oath to support 
the Constitution of the United States, and discharge faithfully the duties 

Salary. of his office, and he shall receive a salary of three thousand five hundred 
dollars 'per annum, and shall hold his office for a period of four years, 

Solicitor may unless sooner removed by the President. And the solicitor of the United 
appoini a· depu- States, mentioned in the act to which this is an amendment, shall have 
ty. power, and he is hereby authorized to employ a deputy, who shall receive 

a salary of two thousand five hundred dollars per annum, and whose duty 
it shall he to aid the said solicitor in the performance of the duties men­
tioned in said act, in such way as the said solicitor shall direct. 

Clerk to dis- SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That the clerk of the said court shall 
~ur~e contingent he, and he is hereby authorized to disburse, under the direction of the said 
un • court, the contingent fund which may hereafter be appropriated from time 

Bond. to time for the use of the said court: Provided, he shall first give bond 
in such an amount and in such form, and with such security, as shall be 

His accounts. approved by the Secretary of the Treasury : And, prcn:ided further, That 
his accounts shall he settled by the proper accounting officers of the 
treasury in the same way as the accounts of other disbursing agents of 

Salary_ of clerk tlie government are now· settled. And from and after the first day of 
and assistant April one thousand eight hundred and fifty·-six the salarv of the said clerk. . , • ., 

clerk shall be three thousand dollars per annum, and the salary of the 
assistant clerk shall be two thousand dollars per annum. 

APPROVED, August 6, 1856. 

Aug. 7, 1856. CHAP. LXXXII.-An Act to alter and amend "An Act to appropriate Mone// to re­
moue Obstructions in the Savannah River, below the Cit.If ef Savannah, in the ·stnJe ef 
Grorgia," approved Jfarcl, third, eighteen hundred and .fifty-five, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
Application of States of America in Congress assembled, That the balance of the unex-

balance of appro- d d • t' d h h f hird M h • priation of 1855 pen e appropria 10n ma e y t e act o t arc , eighteen hundred 
ch. 170, for re: and fifty-five, "for removing certain obstructions in the Savannah River," 
~!1°vin~ o~struc- may be, and is hereby authorized to be applied, under the direction of 
;:sR:!er. avan-the Secretary of War, to remove the bars, shoals, banks, and other 

impedi~ents in said riv~r,. caused by said obstructions, as proposed in 
V the proJect of the comm1ss1oners, approved by the War Department in 

ol. x. p. 640. F h . h h e ruary, e1g teen undred and fifty-three. 
APPROVED, August 7, 1856. 

Aug. 11, 1866. CHA!- _L~-";XIII:-4n Act granting Public Lands in alternate &ctions to the &ate of 
Mississippi to aid in the Construction of Railroads in said State and fior other Pur-
poses. ' 

Be it enacte~ b!J _the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
Gr_an~ ?f l!'-nd States of America in Congress assembled, That there be and is hereby 

to M1ss1ss1pp1 for granted t th St t f M" • • • ,.. h . '. . ' railroads. . 0 e . a e o 1ss1ss1pp1, ,or t e purpose of a1dmg m the con-
struction of 1'a1lroads from Jackson to the line between the State of Mis-
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sissippi and the State of Alabama; from Tuscaloosa to the Mobile rail­
road within Mississippi ; and from Brandon to the Gulf of Mexico, every 
alternate section of land designated by even numbers ; for six sections in 
width on each side of each of said roads. But in case it shall appear that Gran~ m lieu 
the United States have, when the lines or routes of said roads 11re defi- ~! ;~;:~;~1d 

nitely fixed, sold any sections or any parts thereof granted as aforesaid, or 
that the right of preemption has attached to the same, then it shall he 
lawful for any agent or agents, to be appointed by the governor of said 
State, to select, subject to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, 
from the lands of the United States nearest to the tiers of sections above 
specified, so much land in alternate sections or part!! of sections as shall 
be equal to such lands as the United States shall have sold or otherwise 
appropriated, or to which the right of preemption has attached as afore-
said; which lands (thus selected in lieu of those sold, and to which pre-
emption rights have attached as aforesaid, together with the sections and 
parts of sections designated by even numbers as aforesaid, and appropri-
ated as afores~id) &hall be held by the said State for the use and purpose 
aforesaid : Provided, That the lands to be so located shall in no case be 
further than fifteen miles from the lines of said roads, and selected• for, 
and on account of each of said roads : Provided furefter, That the lands Application or 
hereby granted shall be exclusively applied in the construction of that said lands. 
road for and on account of whieh said lands are hereby granted, and 
shall be disposed of only as the work progresses, and the same shall be 
applied to no other purpose whatsoever: .And provided further, That Aet not to ap­
any and all lands heretofore reserved to the United S~tes by any act of ply(exeeptas to 
Congress, or in any other manner, • by .competent authority, for the right 0 ~ 'J:ti to 
purpose of aiding in any object of internal improvement, or for any other reserve n • 
purpose whatsoever, be and the same are hereby reserved to the United 
States from the operation of this act, except so far as it may be found 
necessary to locate the routes of said railroads through such reserved 
lands, in which case, the right of way only shall be granted, subject to 
the approval of the President of the United States. 

SEC. 2. .And be it further enacted, That the sections and parts of sec- Price of alter-
tions of land which, by such grant, shall remain to .the United States, nate sections 
within six miles on each side of -said roads, shall not be sold -for less doubled. 
than double the minimum price of the public lands when sold; nor shall 
any of the said lands become subject to private entry until the same have 
been first offered at public sale at the increased price. 

SEc. 3. .And he it further ena,eted, That the said lands hereby granted Disposal of 
to the said State, shall be subject to the disposal of the legislature thereof, said lands. 
for the purpose aforesaid and no other; and the said railroads shall be Rai~ds ~ be 
and remain public highways for the use of the government of the United ~a~r~!10go~!~= 
States, free from toll or other charge upon the transportation of any ment. • 
property or troops of the United States. 

SEc. 4 . .And be it further enacted, That the lands hereby granted to the Dispesal of said 
said State shall be disposed of by said State only in manner following, that lands. 
is to say: That a quantity of land not exceeding one hundred and twenty 
sections for each of said roads, and included within a continuous length 
of twenty miles of each of said roads, may be sold; and when the gov-
ernor of said State shall certify to the Secretary of the Interior that any 
continuous twenty miles of either of said roads is completed, then another 
like quantity of land hereby granted, not exceeding one hundred and 
twenty se.:tions for such road may be sold ; and so from time to time 
until said roads are completed ; and if said roads are not completed 
within ten years no further sales shall be made, and the lands unsold 
shall revert to the United States. 

SEC. 5. .And be it further enacted, That the United States mail shall T~portation 
be transported over said railroads, under the direction of the Post-Office of mails. 
Department, at such orice as Congress may, by law, direct: Provided, 
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That until such price is fixed by law, the Postmaster-General shall have 
the power to determine the same. . 

Similar grant SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That a hke grant to the same extent, 
for a ra;ilroad and on the same terms and conditions in all respects, is hereby made to 
from Mobile to . • • • d " h • f M b'J t N O J New Orleans. aid m constructmg a ra1lroa 1rom t e city o o 1 e o ew r eans, 

such grant to be made to the several States through which said road 
shall pass, so far as said road is within their respective limits • 

.APPROVED, August 11, 1856. 

Aug. 11, 1856. CHAP, LXXXIV.-.An Act to amend tlie Cltarter <if Gem-getown in the District oj 
Columlna. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
. Poll !ax author- States of America in Congress assembled, That the Cooporation of Ge_orge­
iztoed T Gehorg1e- town in the District of Columbia, shall have full power and authority to wn,1orsc oo s. , 

lay and impose the present year and annually thereafter, a school tax 
upon every free white male citizen, of the age of twenty-one years and 
upwards, of one dollar per annum ; said tax to be levied and collected 
under such regulations as the said corporation may prescribe. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and after the passage of 
Qualificati?ns this act, every free white male citizen of the United States, who shall 

t~o:i!~!~. m have attained the age of twenty one years, and shall have resided within 
the corporate limits of Georgetown, in the District aforesaid, one year 
immediately preceding the day of election, and shall have been returned 
on the books of the corporation during the year ending on the thirty-first 
day of December next preceding the day of election, as subject to a school 
tax for that year, (except persons non compos mentis, vagrants, paupers, 
and persons who shall have been convicted of any infamous crime,) and 
who shall have paid the school taxes due from him, s~all be entitled to 
v6te for mayor, members of the board of aldermen and board of common 
council, and for every officer authorized to be elected at any election 
under the acts of said corporation: Provided, That if, during the year 
ending on the thirty-first day of December next preceding the day of the 
first election after the passage of this act, no person shall have been 
returned on the books of the said corporation as subject to a school tax, 
then all persons who shall have been returned on the books of the said 
corporation as subject to a school tax before the day of the said first elec­
tion, and who shall iu all other respects be qualified under this act to vote, 
and who shall have paid the said school tax, shall be entitled to vote at the 

Penalties for said first election after the passage of this act; and if any person shall buy 
buying ors~lling or sell a vote, or shall vote more than once at any corporation election, held 
votes, or v10Iat- , f 1 h 11 • • ·d • h " • ingelectionlaws. m pursuance o aw, ors a give or receive any cons1 erat1on t ere,or m 

money, goods, or any other thing of value, or shall promise any valuable 
consideration, or vote in consideration of such promise, he shall be dis­
qualified forever thereafter from voting or holding any office under said 
corporation; and on complaint_ thereof to the attorney of the United 
States for the District of Columbia, it shall be the duty of said attorney 
to proceed against said offender or offenders by indictment and trial, as 
in other criminal cases; and if found guilty it shall be the duty of the 
court to -sentence him to pay a fine of not less than ten dollars, and to 
imprisonment not more than two months, nor less than ten days. 

ele!ti!~!nct i~ 
1 

SkEc.f3. _.Andd be itt[urther henacted, Th3:t it fshhall be the _duty of th
1
e 

furnished on de- c er o sa1 corpora ion, on t e presentation o t e corporation tax co -
mand. lector's receipt showing that the applicant has paid his school tax for 

that year, to enter the name of such school tax payer on the books of 
said corporation, and to furnish the judges of elections to be held under 
the laws _of said corporation at each. precinct, before or on the morning of 
any election, before the hour for opening the polls, with a list of the name;; 
of all persons who shall have paid their school taxes for that year. 
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