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real estate shall be by bill in equity, verified by the oath or oaths of the party selk How d'.1de, 
or parties, in which all the facts shall be distinctly s~t forth, upon the exist- f;eret:~J::. mgs 
ence of which it is claimed to be expedient that such sale should be de-
creed ; which facts shall be proved by competent testimony. Such of 
the issue contemplated by the limitation as shall be in existence at the 
time of the application for the sale of such real estate, shall be made par-
ties defendant to the bill, and if minors, by guardian ad litem, together 
with all who would take the estate in case the limitation over should never 
vest. Such of the parties defendant as shall be of the age of fourteen 
years or more shall answer in proper person, on oath, and all evidence 
shall be taken upon notice to the parties and to the guardian ad litem. 

SEc. 3 . .And be it l'urther enacted, That the proceeds of the sale of Disoosition of 
J ' proceeds. 

such real estate shall be held under the control and subject to the order 
of the Court, and shall be vested, under its order and supervision, upon 
real and personal security, or in government securities ; and the same 
shall, to all intents and purposes, be deemed real estate, and stand in the 
place of the real estate from the sale of which such proceeds have arisen, 
and as such real estate, be subject to the limitations of the deed or will. 
This act shall be in force from its passage. 

APPROVED, August 18, 1856. 

CHAP. CLXIV.-An Act to authorize Protection to be given to Citizens ef the United Aug 18, 1856. 
States who may discover Deposites ef Guano. 

Be it enacted l,y the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of .America in ~ Congress assembled, That when any citizen or Guano islands 
citizens of the United States may have discovered, or shall hereafter dis- d!ts_covered d byt 

d • f • 1 d k k • h" h l c1 1zens an no cover, a epos1t o guano on any 1s an , roe , or ey not wit m t e aw- belonging tooth-
ful jurisdiction of any other government,_and not occupied by the citizens er countries,may 
of any other government, and shall take peaceable possession thereof, and bepceonts\d~red atos 

h "d • 1 d k k h d" • f h ap r ammg occupy t e same, sai 1s an , roe·, or ey may, at t e IScretion o t e the United 
President of the United States, be considered as appertaining to the States. 
United States: Provided, however, That notice be given by such discoverer Proviso. 
or discoverers, as soon as practicable, to the State Department of the 
United States, of such discovery, occupation, and possession, verified by 
affidavit, describing said island, rock, or key, and the latitude and longi-
tude thereof, as near as may be, and showing that such possession was 
taken in the name of the United States, and that satisfactory evidence 
be furnished to the State Department that such foland, rock, or key was 
not, at the time of the discovery thereof, or of the taking possession and 
occupation thereof by the claimants, in the possession or occupation of 
any other government or of the citizens of any other government. 

SEc. 2. .And be it further enacted, That the said discoverer or discov- Rights. of dis
erers, or his or their assigns, being citizens of the United States, may be coverers m such 
allowed, at the pleasure of Congress, the exclusive right of occupying cases. 
said island, rocks, or keys, for the purpose of obtaining said guano, and of 
selling and delivering the same to citizens of the United States, for the 
purpose of being used therein, and may Ue allowed to charge and receive 
for every ton thereof delivered alongside a vessel, in proper tubs, within 
reach of ship's tackle, a sum not exceeding eight dollars per ton for the 
best quality, or four dollars per ton in its native place of deppsit : Pro-
vided, however, That no guano shall be taken from said island, rock, or Provisos. 
key, except for the use of the citizens of the United States, or of persons 
resident therein, as aforesaid. And provided, also, Thilt said discoverer 
or discoverers, or his or their assigns, shall first enter into bonds, with 
such penalties or securities as may be required by the President, to de-
liver the said guano ~o citizens of the United States, for the purpose of 
being used therein, and to none others, and at the pr~ce aforesaid, and to 
provide all necessary facilities for tbat purpose within a time to be fixed 
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in said bond. And any breach of the provisions thereof shall be taker 
and deemed a forfeiture of all rights accruing under and by virtue of this 
act. 

Transportation SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That the introdu?tion of gu~no 
of such guano, from such islands, rocks, or keys, shall be regulated as m the coastmg 
how regulated. trade between different parts of the United States, and the same laws 

shall o-overn the vessels concerned therein. 
United States SE~. 4. And be it further enacted, That nothing in this act contained 

n~t boun~ to re- shall be construed obligatory on the United States to retain possession of 
tam such islands. • k ,. ·d fi h hall h b the islands, rocks, or ·eys, as a,oresa1 , a ter t e guano s ave een 

removed from the same·. 
cLanda nd navbal SEC, 5. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
,orces may a ' • h • d h' d. • 1 h I d d employed to en- States 1s hereby aut or1ze , at IS 1scret10n, to emp oy t e an an rm. 
force said rights. val forces of the United States to protect the rights of the said discoverer 

Provision 
against crimes 
on such islands. 

Aug. 18, 1856. 

or discoverers or their assigns, as aforesaid. 
SEC, 6. And be it further enacted, That until otherwise provided by 

law, all acts done, and oife\lCCS or crimes committed, on every such island, 
rocks, or keys, by persons who may land thereon, or in the waters adja
cent thereto, shall be held and deemed to have been done or committed 
on the high seas, on board a merchant ship or vessel belonging to the 
United States, and be punished according to the laws of the United States 
relating to such ships or vessels and offences on the high seas; which· laws, 
for the purposes aforesaid, are hereby extended to and over such islands, 
rocks, or keys. 

APPROVED, August 18, 1856. 

CHAP. CLXV.-An Act to extend the Jurisdiction of the Corpwation ef the City oj 
Washington over the lower Eastem Branch or Navy-yard Bridge, and to regulaie 
Travel upon the upper Eastern Branch, or Benning's Bridge, and for other Pur
poses. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
Corporation of State~ of Americ~ in Gongres! assembl.ed, That the bounds of the cor

Washington to poratlon of the City of Washmgton, be and the same are hereby ex
emi:rb'?d Navy- tended so far as to comprehend the lower Eastern Branch, or Navy-yard 
yar n ge. bridge ; and the said corporation is hereby empowered to adopt rules and 

regulations for the safety and security of property and of the persons 
crossing the said bridge. 

Regulation of SE-0, 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful for 
Itsons tra".el- any person or persons to ride, drive or lead any horse, mule, or other 
b~age~n said animal over the wooden part of the upper Eastern Branch, or Benning's 

Bridge at a faster gait than a walk ; or to discharge any gun or other fire
arm on or under the said bridge, or from the causeway leading thereto : 
and all persons violating either of the provisions of this section shall for
feit and pay, for each and every such offence, a penalty of not more than 
ten, nor less than five dollars, to be recovered in the name of the United 
States before any magistrate of the county of Washington and District of 
Columbia, the money when collected to be handed over to the levy court 
and by them applied to such repairs and improvements of the road, lead
ing to the bridge, as from time to time may be required. 

APPROVED, August 18, 1856. 

Aug. 18, 1856. CHAP, CLXVI. -An Act to fix the Graduation Periods for Lands in the G,·eensburg 
District, in the State of Louisiana. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
In Greensburi States of America in Oon9ress assembled, That in classifying the un

district the pen- sold and unappropriated public lands in the district of Greensburg, sub-
ods to be reek- • t t 1 • l S f L • • d h • d A oned from time JCC o sa e, m t 1e tate o ou1siana, un er t e act entitle , " n act to 
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