
APPENDIX. PROCLAMATIONS. 

PROCLAMATIONS.* 

No. 1. Respecting a Survey of, and defining the Limits of, the District of 
Columbia. 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. Jan. 24, 1791. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

·WHEREAS th~ General Assembly of_the State of Maryland, by an act passed Preamble as 
on the twenty-third day of December, m the year one thousand seven hundred to cession by 
and eighty-eight, intituled " An act to cede to Congress a District of ten miles Maryland. 
square in this State, for the seat of the government of the United States," did 
enact, that the Representatives of the said State, in the House of Representa-
tives of the Congress of the United States, appointed to assemble at New York, 
on the first Wednesday of March then next ensuing, should be and they were 
thereby authorized and required on the behalf of the said State, to cede to the 
Congress of the United States, any District in the said State, not exceeding ten 
miles square, which the Congress might fix upon and accept for the seat of 
Government of the United States. 

And the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Virginia, by an act Preamble as to 
p?'ssed on ~he_ third day of December, one_ thousand seyen hundred and eighty- cession by 'vir­
nme, and mt1tuled " An act for the cess10n of ten nules square, or any lesser ginia. 
quantity of territory within this State, to the United States in Congress as-
sembled, for the permanent seat of the General Government," did enact that a 
tract of country not exceeding ten miles square, or any lesser quantity to be 
located within the limits of the said State, and in any part thereof, as Congress 
might by law direct, should be and the same was thereby forever ceded and 
relmquished to the Congress and Government of the United States, in full and 
absolute right, and exclusive jurisdiction, as well of soil as of persons residing 
or to reside thereon, pursuant to the tenor and effect of the eighth section of the 
first article of the Constitution of Government of the United States. 

And the Congress of the United States, by their act passed the sixteenth day Act of 1790, 
of July, one thousand seven hundred and ninety, and intituled "An act for ch. 28. 
c~tablishi1w the t~mporary and permanent seat of the Government of the 
United St~tes," authorized the President of the United States to appoint three V 

1 
. 

130 commissioners to survey under his direction, and by _eroper metes and bounds to O 
• 

1
• P. • 

limit a district of territory, not exceeding ten miles square, on the River 
Potomac, at some place between the mouths of the Eastern Branch and Con-
nogochcque, which District, so to be located and limited, was accepted by the 
said act of'. Congress, as the District for the permanent seat of the Government 
of the Umted States. 

Now, therefore, in pursuance of the _powers to me confided, and after duly Fo~r lines of 
examinino- and weio-hino-the ad van tao-es and disadvantages of the several experiment to be 
situatious°within the

0
Iimits aforesaid, I do hereby declare and make known, that run. 

* The original plan of the Statutes at Large did not contemplate the publication of 
Proclamations. See Joint Resolution of March 3, 1845, 5 Stats. at Large, p. 798. But V 1 798 many have been printed in the different volumes in an App~n<l.i:'; a!ld since _some O 

• v. P• • 
Proclamations have the force of Jaw, and all of them are of historical mterest, 1t has 
been thought best to prjnt in a chronological order, in this Appendix, all those not 
already published. 



752 APPENDIX. PROCLAl\IATIONS. Nos. 1, 2. 

the location of one part of the said District of ten miles square, shall be found 
by running four lines of experiment in the following manner, that is t-0 say, 
running from the Court-house of Alexandria in Virginia, due southwest half a 
mile, and thence a due southeast course, till it shall strike Hunting Creek, to fix 
the beginning of the said four lines of experiment: 

Then beginning the first of the said four lines of experiment at the point on 
Hunting Creek, where the said southeast course shall have struck the same, and 
running the said first line due northwest ten miles: thence the second line into 
Maryland due northeast ten miles: thence the third line due southeast ten 
miles: and thence the fourth line due southwest ten miles, to the beginning on 
Hunting Creek. 

Cert~iu. ter~i- And the said four lines of experiment being so run, I do hereby declare and 
}.0 ry wi tbn~ s•ud make known, that all that part within the said four lines of experiment which 
t~t\i~~er~;:ieb; shall be within the State of Maryland and above the Eastern Branch, and all 
part of the Dis- that part within the same four lines of experiment which shall be within the 
trict of Colum-Commonwealth of Virginia, and above a line to be run from the point of land 
bia, and to be forming ,:.ie Upper Cape of the mouth of the Eastern Branch due southwest, 
surveyed. and no more, is now fixed upon, and directed to be surveyed, defined, limited 

and located for a part of the said District accepted by the said act of Congress 
for the permanent seat of the Government of the United States; (hereby ex­
pressly reserving the direction of the survey and location of the remaining part 
of the said District, to be made hereafter contiguous to such part or parts of the 
present location as is or shall be agreeable to law.) 

Lines to be run And I do accordingly direct the said commissioners, appointed agreeably to 
andreportroade. the tenor of the said act, to proceed forthwith to run the said lines of experi­

ment, and the same being run, to survey, and by proper metes and bounds to 
define and limit the part within the same, which is hereinbefore directed for im­
mediate location and acceptance; and thereof to make due report to me, under 
their hands and seals. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of the United States to be 
affixed to these presents, and signed the same with my l1and. Done 

[L. s.J at the city of Philadelphia, the twenty-fourth day of January, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one, 
and of the independence of the United States the fifteenth. 

GEO. WASHING TON. 
BY THE PRESIDENT : 

THOMAS JEFFERSON. 

No. 2. Respecting the Acts of James 0' Fallon in Kentucky. 

March 19, 1791. BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Preamble. WHEREAS it hath been represented to me, that James O'Fallon is levying 
an armed force in that part of the State of Virginia which is called Kentucky, 
disturbs the public peace, and sets at defiance the treaties of the United States 

119o, ch. 33• with the Indian tribes, the act of Congress, intituled " An act to regulate trade 
. and intercourse with the Indian tribes,'' and my proclamations of the fourteenth 

Vol. 1• P· 137• and twenty-sixth days of Auaust last, founded thereon;* And it is my earnest 
desire that those who have" incautiously associated themselves with the said 
James O'Fallon, may be warned of their danger, I have therefore thought fit to 
publish this proclamation, hereby declaring that all persons violating the treaties 
and act aforesaid, shall be prosecuted with the utmost rigor of the law. 

All persons 
warned not to 
violate said act, 
or the Indian 
trenties. And I do, moreover, require all officers of the United States whom it may 

concern, to use their best exertions to bring to justice any persons offending in 
the premises. 

In testimony whereof I have caused the seal of the United S•,ates to be 
affixed to these presents, and signed the same with my hand. 

* Thes11 proclamations have been lost from the files. 
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Done at the city of Philadelphia, the nineteenth day of March, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one, 
and of the independence of the United States the fifteenth. 

GEORGE WASHINGTON. 
BY THE PRESIDENT : 

THOMAS JEFFERSON. 

No. 3. Enjoining Neutmlity as to War against France. 
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BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. April 22, m.,. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

,vnEREAS it appears that a state of war exists between Austria, Prussia, Sar- Preamble re­
dinia, Great Britain, and the United Netherlands of the one part, and France citjng that war 
on the other, and the duty and interest of the United States require that they lx,s:s. beiwee~ 
Fhould with sincerity and· good faith adopt and pursue a conduct friendly and s:rd[~i~ o~:~:, 
impartial toward the belligerent powers: Btitain, ;nd tho 

I have therefore thought fit, by these presents, to declare the disposition of United Nether­
the United States to observe the conduct aforesaid towards those powers respec- l~dds ond tte one 
tively; and to exhort and warn the citizens of the United States carefully to ~~ ~li!~the~ance 
amid all acts and proceedino-s whatsoever, which may in any manner tend to D' ·r • f 
contravene such disposition. 

0 

the u~i~d
1
S~~es 

And I do hereby also make known that whosoever of the citizens of the United declared. 
States shall render himself liable to punishment or forfeiture under the law of Citizens vio­
nations, by committing, aiding, or abettin~ hostilities against any of the said powers, lating laws of 
or by carrying to any of them those articles which are deemed contraband by the war n~t J0 be 
modern usage of nations, will not receive the protection of the United States protec e • 
11;gainst such punishment or forf'.eiture ; and further, that I _have give': in~truc• Officers to en­
tions to those officers, to whom 1t belongs, to cause prosecut10ns to be mstituted force the laws of 
against all persons who !hall, within the cognizance of the courts of the United neutrality. 
States, violate the law of nations, with respect to the powers at war, or any of 
them. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of the United States of 
America to be affixed to these presents, and signed the same with 

[L. s.J my hand. Done -at the city of Philadelphia, the twenty-second day 
of April, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, and of the 
independence of the United States of America the seventeenth. 

G. WASHINGTON. 
BY THE PRESIDENT : 

THOMAS JEFFERSON. 

No. 4. Respecting enlisting Men in Kentucky to invade a neighboring 
Nation. 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: March 24, 1794. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

,vnEREAS I have received information that certain persons, in violation of the }'.reamble that 
laws, have presumed, under colour of a foreign authority, to enlist citizens of the enl1t'!'e1~:: 0 

United States, and others, within the Sta;te of _Kentucky, and ?ave there ~sse!Il-:~k;1f0 invade 
bled an armed force for the purpose of mvadmg and plundermg tl1e terntones a neighboring 
of a nation at peace with the said • United States: ~nd whereas such u_nw~r-nation, 
rantable measures, beino- contrary to the laws of nations, and to the duties m-
cumbent on every citize°n of the United States, tend to disturb the tranquillit}" 
of the same, and to involve them in the calamities of war: And, whereas it 1s 

the duty of the executive to take care that such criminal proceedings should be 
suppressed, the offenders brought to justice, and all good citizens cautioned 

VOL, XI, APP,-98 
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Warning 
against such 
acts. 
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against measures likely to prove so pernicious to their country and themselves, 
should they be seduced into similar infractions of the laws, I have therefore 
thought proper to issue this proclamation, hereby solemnly warnin~ every 
person, not authorized by the laws, against enlisting any citizen or citizens of 
the United States, or levying troops, or assembling any persons within the 
United States for the purposes aforesaid, or proeeedmg in any manner to the 
execution thereof, as they will answer the same at their peril: And I do also 
admonish and require all citizens to refrain from enlisting, enrolling, or assem­
bling themselves for such unlawful purposes, and from being in anywise con­
cerned, aiding, or abettirrg therein, as they tender their own welfare, inasmuch 
as all lawful means will be strictly put in execution for securing obedience to 
the laws, and for punishing such dangerous and daring violations thereof. 

Officers to en- And I do, moreover, charge and require all courts, magistrates, and other 
deavour to rre- officers whom it may concern, according to their respective duties, to exert the 
vent or fumsh powers in them severally vested, to prevent and suppress all such unlawful as­
•nc ac s. semblages and proceedings, and to brin" to condign punishment those who may 

have been guilty thereof, as they regard the .due authority of government, and 
the peace and welfare of the United States. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of the United States of Amer­
ica to be affixed to these presents, and signed the same with my 

[L. s.J hand. Done at the city of Philadelphia, the twenty-fourth day of 
March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four, and of the 
independence of the United States of America the eighteenth. 

G. WASHINGTON. 
BY THE PRESIDENT : 

EDM. RANDOLPH. 

No. 5. Day of Public Thanksgiving appointed. 

Jan. 1, 1795• BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

A PROCLAMATION. 

WHEN we review the calamities which affiict so many .other nations, the prc&­
ent condition of the United States affords much matter of consolation and satis­
faction. Our exemption hitherto from foreign war, an increasing prospect of 
the continuance of that exemption, the great degree of internal tranquillity we 
have enjoyed, the recent confirmation of that tranquillity by the suppression of 
an insurrection which so wantonly threatened it, the happy course of our public 
affairs in general, the unexampled prosperity of all classes of our citizens-are 
circumstances which peculiarly mark our situation with indications of the Divine 
Beneficence towards us. In such a state of things it is, in an especial manner, 
our duty as a people, with devout reverence and affectionate gratitude, to ac­
knowledge our many and great obligations to Almighty God, and to implore Him 
to continue and confirm the blessings we experience. 

Deeply penetrated with this sentiment, I, GEORGE WASHINGTON, Pres­
ident of the United States, do recommend to all reli~ous societies and denomi­
nations, and to all persons whomsoever within the Umted States, to set apart and 

Thursday, .Feb. observe Thursday, the nineteenth day of February next, as a day of public Thanks-
19? 17!5, a';i givin" and Prayer; and on that day to meet together, and render their sincere and 
~r'nt~bli~ a ay hearty thanks to the great Ruler of Nations for the manifest and signal mercies 
Thanksgiving. which distinguish oul"lot as a Nation ; particularly for the possession of Constitu-

tions of Government which unite and by their union establish liberty with order, 
for the preservation of our peace, foreign and domestic, for the seasonable con­
·troul which has been given to a spirit of disorder in the suppression of the late 
insurrection, and generally for the prosperous course of our affairs, public and 
private ; and at the same time, humbly and fervently to beseech the kind author 
of these blessings graciously to prolong them to us,-to imprint on our hearts a 
deep and solemn sense of our obligations to HiIQ. for them-to teach us rightly 
to estimate their immense value-to preserve us from the arrogance of prosperity, 
and from hazarding the advantages we enjoy by delusive pursuits-to dispose us 
to merit the continuance of his favors, by not abusing them, by our gratitude fur 
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them, and by a correspondent conduct as citizens and as men • to render this 
countr:y more and more a safe and propitious asylum for the unfo;tunate of other 
countnes; to extend among us true and useful knowled"e • to diffuse and 
establish_ habits of sobriety, ord~r, morality, and piety, and finiilly to imJ.>art all 
the blessrngs "'.e possess, or ask for ourselves, to the whole family of mankmd. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of the United Stati>s of 
America to be affixed to these presents, and signed the same with my 

[L. s.J hand. Done at the city of Philadelphia, the first day of January, 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five, and of the independ­
ence of the United States of America the nineteenth. 

GEO. WASHINGTON. 
fiy THE PRESIDENT: 

EDM. RANDOLPH. 

No. 6. Respecting Coinage and Tender. 
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BY JOHN ADAMS, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES July 22, 1'197. 
OF AMERICA. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

"\VmmEAS an Act of the Congress of the United States was passed on the 
ninth day of February, 1793, intituled "An act re!!Ulating foreign coins and for 1793, ch. r,. 
other purposes," in which it was enacted "that foreign gold and silver coins, 
shall pas.~ current as money within the United States, and be a legal tender for Vol. i. p. 300. 
the payment of all debts and demands" at the several and respective rates 
therein stated: and that "at the expiration of three years, next ensuing the time 
when the coin~e of gold and silver agreeably to the act intituled "An act 17'92, ch. 16. 
establishing a Mint and regulating the coins of the United States," shall com· 
rnenee at the Mint of the United States, (which time shall be announced by the 
Prodamation of the President of the United States,) all foreign gold coins, and Vol. i. P· 246• 
all foreign silver coins, except Spanish milled dollars, and parts of such dollars, 
shall cease to be a legal tender as aforesaid. 

Now therefore, I, the said JOHN ADAM'S, President of the United States, . Coinage of 
herebv proelaim announce and mve notice to all whom it may concern that sliver declared 

• • ' ,, o· . . . Mi ' to have com-
a,,reeably to the act last above mentioned, the comage of silver at the • nt of the menced Oct l5 
United States, commenced on the fifteenth day of October, one thousand seven 1794 and the ' 
hundred and ninety-four, and the coinage of gold on the thirty-first day of July, coin~ge of gold 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five: and that, consequently, in con- Jui\ I,. 1795 •. 
formity to the act first above mentioned, all foreign silver coins, except Spanish ot tf;'gn t; 0d:~ 
milled dollars and parts of such dollars, will cease to pass current as money within ~ftero th~:C d~tes. 
the United States and to be a legal tender for the payment of any debts or de-
mands after the fifteenth day of October next, and all foreign gold coins will 
cease to pass current as money within the United States and to be a legal tender 
as aforesaid for the {'3yment of any debts or demands after the thirty-first day of 
July, which will be m the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-eight. 

In tcstimonv whereof, I have caused the Seal of the United States to be 
affixed to these presents, and signed the same with my hand. Done 
at Philadelphia, the twenty-second day of July, in the year of our 

[L. s.J Lord, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-5even, and of the in­
dependence of the United States the twenty-second. 

JOHN ADAMS. 
BY THE PRESIDENT: 

TIMOTHY PICKERING, Secretary of State. 
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March 23, 1798. 
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No. 7. Da9 of Public Humiliation appointed. 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

As the safety and prosperity of nations ultimately and essentially depend on 
the protection and the blessing of ~°:ighty God, and the. national acknowledg­
ment of this truth is not only an md1spensable duty which the people owe to 
Him, but a duty whose natural influence is favourable to t~e promotion of !hat 
morality and piety, without which social happiness cannot exist, nor the blessmgs 
of a free government be enjoyed, and as this duty at all times incumbent, is so 
especially in seasons of difficulty or of danger, when existing or threatening 
calamities, the just judoments of God against prevalent iniquity, are a loud call to 
repentance and refo~ation ; and as the United States of America arc, at 
present, placed in a hazardous and afflictive situation, by the unfriendly dis­
position, conduct, and demands of a Foreign Power, evinced by repeated 
refusals to receive our messengers of reconciliation and peace, by depredations 
on our Commerce, and the infliction of injuries on very ma_ny of our fellow­
citizens, while engaged in their lawful business on the seas.-Under these con­
siderations it has appeared to me that the duty of imploring the mercy and 
benediction of Heaven on our country, demands, at this time, a special attention 
from its inhabitants. 

Wednesday, I have, therefore, thought fit to recommend, and I do hereby recommend, that 
M~y 9, 1798, ap- ·Wednesday, the ninth day of May next, be observed throughout the United 
pomted ":8 a day States, as a day of Solemn Humiliation, Fasting, and Prayer: That the 
of Pubhc Hu- c· . f h S b • • h d ,._ h • t !di miliat.ion. 1tizens o t ese tates, a stammg on t at ay 1rom t e1r cus omary wor y 

occupations, offer their devout addresses to the Father of Mercies, agreeably to 
those forms or methods which they have severally adopted as the most suitable 
and becoming: That all Religious Congregations do, with the deepest humility, 
acknowledge before God the manifold sins and transgressions with which we are 
justly chargeable as individuals and as a nation, beseeching him at the same 
time of His infinite Grace through the Redeemer of the World, freely to remit 
all our offences, and to incline us, by his Holy Spirit, to that sincere Repentance 
and Reformation, which may afford us reason to hope for his inestimable favour 
and Heavenly Benediction : That it be made the suj)ject of particular and 
earnest supplication, that our country may be protected from all the dangers 
which threaten it : That our civil and religious privileges may be preserved in­
violate, and perpetuated to the latest generations: That our Public Councils and 
Magistrates may be especially enlightened and directed at this critical period: 
That the American people may be l . .i.ted in those bonds of amity and mutual 
confiqence, and inspired wi_th that vigour and fortitude bv which they have in 
times past been so highly distinguished, and. by which they have obtained such 
invaluable advantages : That the health of the inhabitants of our land may be 
preserved, and their Agriculture, Commerce, Fisheries, Arts and :Manufactures, 
be blessed and prospered: That the principles of genuine piety and sound 
morality may influence the minds and govern the lives of every description of 
our Citizens, and that the blessings of peace, freedom, and pure reli!ri.on, may be 
speedily extended to all the nations of the Earth. 

0 

And, finally, I recommend, that on the said day, the duties of Humiliation and 
Prayer be accompanied by fervent thanksgiving to the bestower of every good 
gift, not only for His having hitherto protected and preserved the people of 
these United States, in the independent enjoyment of their Religious and Civil 
Freedom, but also for having prospered them in a wonderful pro<Yress of popula­
tion, and for conferring on them many and great favours, conducive to the hap­
piness and prosperity of a nation. 

Given under my hand and the Seal of the United States of America, at 
Philadelphia, this twenty-third day of March, in the year of our 

[L. s.] Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight, and of the in­
dependence of the said States the twenty-second. 

JOHN ADAl\.fS. 
BY THE PRESIDENT : 

TIMOTHY PICKERING, Secretary of State. 
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No. 8. Respecting Resistance in Pennsylvania to the Laws levying Taxes. 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. March 12, 1799. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

,vnEREAS combinations to defeat the execution of the Jaws for the valuation Preamble re­
of the lands and dwelling-houses within the United States, have existed in the citing t~e fact 
counties of Northampton, Montgomery, and Bucks, in the State of Pennsyl- of c~mbhna:ons 
vania, and have proceeded in a manner subversive of the just aµthority of the tores1Stt e ws. 
government, by misrepresentations to render the law odious, by deterring the 
public officers of the United States to forbear the execution of their functions, 
and by openly threatening their lives: And whereas the endeavors of the well-
affected citizens, as well as of the executive officers, to conciliate a compliance 
with those laws, have failed of success, and certain persons in the county of 
.Northampton aforesaid, have been hardy enough to perpetrate certain acts, 
which I am advised amount to treason, being overt acts of levying war against the 
United States, the said persons exceeding one hundred in number, and armed 
and arrayed in a' warlike manner, having, on the seventh day of this present 
month of March, proceeded to the house of Abraham Lovering, in the town of 
Bethlehem, and there compelled "William Nichols, Marshal of the United States, 
in and for the Di,trict of Pennsylvania, to desist from the execution of certain 
legal process in his hands to be executed, and having compelled him to discharge 
and set at liberty certain persons whom he had arrested by virtue of criminal 
process duly issued for offences against the United States, and having impeded 
and prevented the Commissioner and the Assessors, appointed in conformity 
with the laws aforesaid, in the county of Northampton, aforesaid, by threats and 
personal injury from executing the said laws, avowing as the motives of these 
illegal and treasonable proceedings, an intention to prevent, by force of arms, the 
execution of the said laws, and to withstand, by open violence, the lawful au-
thority of the government of the United States : And whereas by the Con-
stitution and Laws of the United States, I am authorized, whenever the laws of 
the United States shall be oppoeed or the execution thereof obstructed, in any 
State, by combinations too powerful to he suppressed by the ordinary course of 
judicial proceedings or by the powers vested in the Marshals, to call forth 
military force to rnppress such combinations, and to cause the laws to be duly 
executed: And whereas it is in my judgment necessary to call forth military 
force in order to suppress the combinations aforesaid, and to cause the laws 
aforesaid to be duly exeeuted : And I have accordingly determined so to do, 
under the solemn conviction that the essential interests of the United States 
demand it: Wherefore, I, JOHN ADAMS, President of the United States, Insurgents 
do hereby command all persons beini insurgents as aforesaid, and all others c?mmanded M> 
whom it may concern, on or before l\Ionday next, being the eighteenth day of disperse. 
this present month, to <lispcrse and retire peaceably to their respective abodes; 
and I do moreover warn all persons whomsoever a~ainst aiding, abetting, or 
comforting the perpetrators of the aforesaid treasonaole acts; and I do require 
all officers and others, good and faithful citizens, according to their respective 
duties and the laws of the laud, to exert their utmost endeavours to prevent and 
snppress such dangerous and unlawful proceedings. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused the Seal of the United States of 
America to be affixed to these presents, and signed the same with 
my hand. Done at the City of Philadelphia, the twelfth day of 

[L. s.] March, in the year of our Lord, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-nine, and of the independence of the said United States of 
America the twenty-third. 

JOHN ADAMS. 
BY THE PRESIDENT : 

TIMOTHY PICKERING, &cretary of State. 



758 APPENDIX. PROCLAMATION. No. 9. 

No. 9. Suspending, as to St. Domingo, the Restraints of the Act of 1799, 
ch. 2. 

June 26, 1799. BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Preamble. WHEREAS by an act of the Congress of the United States, passed the ninth 
day of February last, entitled "An act further to suspend the commercial in-

1799 ch. 2 § 4. tercourse between the United States and France, and the dependencies thereof," 
' ' it is provided,"That at any time after the passing of this act, it shall be lawful 

Vol. 1• P· 615. for the President of the United States, if 4e shall deem it expedient and con­
sistent with the interests of the United States, by his order, to remit and dis­
continue for the time being, the restraints and prohibitions by the said act 
imposed, either with respect to the French Republic, or to any island, port or 
place, belonging to the said Republic, with which a commercial intercourse may 
safely be renewed ; and also to revoke such order whenever in his opinion the 
interest of the United States shall require; and he is authorized to make proc­
lamation thereof accordingly. 

And wherew the arrangements which have been made at St. Domingo for the 
safety of the commerce of the United States, and for the admission of American 
vessels into certain ports of that island, do in my opinion, render it expedient 
and for the interest of the United States to renew a commercial intercourse 
with such ports. 

Restraintssus- Therefore, I, JOHN ADAMS, President of the United States, by virtue of 
pended as to Ts-t~e powers vestt:;d in me by t~e. ~hove reci~ed act, ~o here1:>y ;emit a~d ?-iscon­
la!'d of 5td· Do- tmue the restramts and proh1b1tions therem contamed, w1thm the limits and 
mmgo un er d h l • h ,_. II • • certain regula- un er t e regu ations ere 10 owmg, to wit: 
tions. 1. It shall be lawful for vessels which have departed or may depart from the 

United States, to enter the ports of Cape Francois, and Port Republicain, for­
merly called Port-au-Prince, in the said Island of St. Domingo, on and after the 
first day of August next. 

2. No vessel shall be cleared for any other port in St. Domin()'o, than Cape 
Francois and Port Republicain. 

0 

3. It shall be lawful for vessels which shall enter the said ports of Cape 
Francois and Port Republicain, after the thirty-first day of July next, to depart 
from thence to any other port in said island between Monte Christi on the North, 
and Petit Go11,ve on the West: provided it be done with the consent of the govern­
ment of St. Domingo, and pursuant to certificates or passports expressino-such 
consent, signed by the Consul-General of the United States, or Consul r~iding 
at the port of departure. 

4. All vessels sailing in contravention of these regulations, will be out of the 
protection of the United States, and be moreover liable to capture, seizure, and 
confiscation. 

Given under my hand and the Seal of the United States, at Philadelphia 
the twenty-sixth day of June, in the year of our Lord one thousancl 

[L. s.J seven hundred and ninety-nine, and of the independence of the 
said States the twenty-third. 

JOHN ADAMS. 
BY THE PRESIDENT: 

TIMOTHY PICKERING, Secretary of State. 
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No. 10. Suspending, iu to Hispaniola, the Restraints of the .Act of 1799, 
ch. 2. 

759 

BY JOHN ADA;\IS, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF Sept. 6, 1800. 
AMERICA. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

"\VnEREAS by an act of the Congress of the United States, passed on the Preamble. 
twcnty-s:vc~th day of February last, e~titled "An act further to suspend the 1799, ~h. 2, §4. 
commerc1al wtcrcourse between the Umted States and France, and the depend-
encies thereof; " it is enacted, " That at any time after the passing of the said . . 
act, it shall be lawful for the President of the United States, by his order, to Vol. 1• P· 6fa. 
remit and discontinue for the time being, whenever he shall deem it expedient 
and for the interest of the United States, all or any of the restraints and prohi-
bitions imposed by the said act, in respect to the territories of the French Re-
public, or to any island, port or place belon!!in" to the said republic, with which, 
in hi~ opiuion, a commercial intercourse m~,r 'fie safely renewed; and to make 
proclamation thereof accordinoly:" And 1t is also thereby further enacted 
that the whole of the Island ofJ.Iispaniola shall, for the purposes of tlie said act, 
be considered as a dependence of the French republic: 

And whereas the circumstances of the said island are such that, in my 
opinion, a commercial intercourse may safely be renewed with every part there­
of, under the limitations and restrictions hereinafter mentioned; Therefore I, 
JOHX ADA}1S, President of the United States, by virtue of the powers vested 
in me as aforesaid, do hereby remit and discontinue the restraints and prohi- Restraints of 
bitations imposed by the act aforesaid, in respect to every part of the said island, said act ta~en 
so that it shall be lawful for vessels of the United States to trade at any of the ?ff, as to Hisp_an• 
port.,; and p!a,;es thereof: Provided it be done with the consent of the govern- tla, on certam 
ment of St. Domingo; and for this purpose it is hereby required, that such erms. 
vessels fir;;t clear for and enter the port of Cape Francais or Port Republicain in 
the said Island, and there obtain the passports of the said government, which 
shall also be sigm,d by the Consul-General of the United States, or their consul 
residing at Cape Francais, or their consul residing at Port Republicain, per-
mitting sueh vessels to go thence to the other ports and places of the said Island. 
Of all which the collector,; of the customs, and all other officers and citizens of 
the United States arc to take due notice and govern themselves accordingly. 

Given under my hand, and the seal of the United States of America, at 
the city of Washington, this sixth day of September, in the year of 

[L. s.] our Lord one thousand eight hundred, and of the independence of 
the said States the twenty-fifth. 

JOHN ADAMS. 
BY THE PRESIDENT: 

J. MARSHALL, Secretary of State. 

No. 11. Reqtdring Removal of British Armed Vessels from United States 
Ports and Waters. 

BY THOM.AS JEFFERSON, PRI<:SIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES July 2, 1807. 
OF Al\:IERICA. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Dunnm the wars which, for some time, have unhappily prevailed among the Preamble as 
powers of Europe, the United States of America, firm in their principles of to.offences C()'!'­
peace, have endeavored by justice, by a regular discharge of all their national ::1~;1 ~{s!!~ish 
and social duties, and by every friendly office their situation has admitted, to • 
maintain with all the bellicrerents their accustomed relations of friendship, 
hospitality, and commercial ~tercourse; takin" no part in the questions which 
animate these powers arrainst each other, nor pcrmittin~ themselves to entertain 
a wish but for the res~ration of general peace, they nave observed with good 
faitli the neutrality tliey assumed, and they believe that no instance of a depar-
ture from its duties can be justly imputed to tliem by any nation. A free use 
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of their harbors and waters, the means of refitting and of refre~ou:ient, of succor 
to their sick and sufforino- have, at all times, and on equal prmc1ples, been ex­
tended to all, and this to';;, amidst a constant recurrence of acts of insu bordina­
tion to the laws, of violence to the persons, and of tresp~sses on the. propeM:y of 
our citizens committed by officers of one of the belligerent parties received 
amono-us. In truth these abuses of the laws of hospitality have, ,vith few ex­
ceptitns, become h~bitual to the commanders of the British armed vessels 
hovering on our coasts, and frequenting ~ur harbors. They have been the 
subject of repeated representations to their government. Assurances have 
been given that proper orders should restrain them within the limit of the 
rio-hts and of the respect due to a friendly nation ; but those orders and assur­
a;ces have been without effect; no instance of punishment for past wrongs has 
taken place ; at length a deed, transcending all we have hitherto seen or suf­
fered, brin!rll the public sensibility to a ser10us crisis, and our forbearance to a 
necessar;r pause. A frigate of. the Unite? States, trusting t<;> a state of peace, 
and leavmcr her harbor on a distant service, has been surprised and attacked 
by a British vessel of superior force, one of a squadron then lying in our 
waters and coverino- the transaction, and has been disabled from service, with 
the loss of a numbe; of men killed and wounded. This enormity was not only 
without provocation or jutitifiable cause, but was committed with the avowed 
purpose of taking by force, from a ship of war of the United States, a part of her 
crew; and that no circumstance mio-ht be wanting to mark its character, it had 
been previously ascertained that the seamen demanded were native citizens of 
the United States. Having effected her purpose, she returned to anchor with 
her squadron within our jurisdiction. Hospitality, under such circumstances, 
ceases to be a duty; and a continuance of it, with such uncontrolled abuses, 
would tend only, by multiplying injuries and irritations, to bring on a rupture 
between the two nations. This extreme resort is equally opposed to the in­
terests of both, as it is to assurances of the most friendly dispositions on the part 
of the British government, in the midst of which this outrage has been com­
mitted. In this light, the subject cannot but present itself to that government, 
and strengthen the motives to an honorable reparation of the wrong which has 
been done, and to that effectual control of its naval commanders, which alone can 
justify the government of the United States in the exercise of those hospitalities 
it is now constrained to discontinue. 

In consideration of these circumstances, and of the right of every nation to 
regulate its own police, to provide for its peace and for the safety of its citizens, 
and consequently to refuse the admission of armed vessels into its harbors or 
waters, either in such numbers, or of such descriptions, as are inconsistent with 
these, or with the maintenance of the authority of the laws, I have thought 
proper, in _pursuance of the authorities specially given by law, to issue this my 
Proclamat10n, hereby requiring all armed vessels bearing commissions under the 
~overnment of Great Britain, now within the harbors or waters of the United 
States, immediately, and without any delay, to depart from the same, and inter­
dicting the entrance of all the said harbors and waters to the said armed vessels, 
and to all others bearing commissions under the authority of the Bri+,ish 
government. 

Citizens for- .And if the said vessels, or any of them, shall fail to depart as aforesaid, or if 
bidden to afford they or any others, so inter:licted, shall hereafter enter the harbors or waters 
aid ~r supplie~ aforesaid, I do in that case forbid all intercourse with them, or any of them, 
~: 

0
~

8~e~:::}f;- their officers or crews, and do prohibit all supplies and aid from being furnished 
arriving. to them or any of them. 

Penalties of .And I do declare and make known, that if any person from, or within the 
the Jaw threat- jurisdictional limits of the United States, shall afford any aid to any such vessel, 
ened. contrary to the prohibition contained in this proclamation, either in repairing 

any such vessel, or in furnishing her, her officers or crew, with supplies of any 
kind, or in any manner whatsoever; or if any pilot shall assist in navigating any 
of the said armed vessels, unless it be for the purpose of carrying them, in the 
first instance, beyond the limits and jurisdiction of the United States, or unless 
it be in the case of a vessel forced by distress, or charged with public despatches 
as hereinafter provided for, such person or persons shall, on conviction, suffer 
all the pains and penalties by the laws provided for such offences. 

And I do hereby enjoin and require all persons bearing office, civil or mil­
itary, within or under the authority of the United States, and all others, citizens 
or inhabitants thereof, or being within the same, with vigilance and ·promptitude, 
to exert their respective authorities, and to be aiding and assisting to the carry­
ing this proclamation, and every part thereof, into full effect. 
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Provided, nevertJ1~less, t!iat if any s?ch vessel shall be forced into the harbor• Exception as 
or wa!(•rs of the {J mtl·d States, by <!,stress, by the danrrers of the sea, or by the ~o ves,~ls driven 
pursmt of an enemy, or sl1all enter them charned with despatches or business m by distress or 
from thell' :::ovcrnment, or shall be a public packet for the convevanee of letters by an enemy. 
an<l <le,patches, ~he _comma'.1dinrr offi1:'.!r, immediately reporting his vessel to the 
colleetor of the district, statmi the obJect or eauses of enterin" the said harbors 
or waters, and c?nforming lumself to the regulations in t~t case prescribed 
under the authority of the laws, shall be allowed the benefit of such re"ulations 
respecting repairs, supplies, stay, intercourse, and departure, as shall"'be per-
mitwd under the same authority. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of the United States to be 
allJxe~ to these presents, and siuned th7 same. Given at the city of 

[L. s.J \\ashmgto'! the second day of July, m the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and seven, and of the sovereirrnty and 
independence of the United States thll thirty-first. " 

BY TIIE PRESIDENT: 
TH. JEFFERSON. 

JAlfES :MADISOX, Secretary of State. 

No. 12. Respecting taking Possession of Part of Muisiana. 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. Oct. 27, mo. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

\VHEREAS the territory south of the Mississippi Territory and eastward of Preamble as to 
the River Mississippi and extending to the River Perdido, of which possession title of the Uni­
was not <lclivered to the I;nited States in pursuance of the treaty concluded at ted _States to the 
Paris, o_n the 30th April, 18?3, h~s ~t all times, as is well ~J?OWn, been considered ~·riW~s:t\h 
and claimed by th.,m, as berng w1thm the colony of Lomsiana conveyed by the Territory ffst­
said treaty, in the &,me extent that it had in the hands of Spain, and that it wnrd of 'Missis-
had when France originally possessed it. sippi R_iver and 

And whereas, the acquiescence of the United States in the temporary eon- eR~teu<lpmgd~d the 
• f l "d • d h S • h l • h l iver er I o. tmuance o t ,e sa1 terntory un er t e pams aut 1ori!y was not t e resu t Vol. viii. p. 200. 

of any distrust of their title, as has been particularly evmced by the general 
tenor of their laws, and by the distinction made in the application of those laws 
between that territory and foreign countries, but was occasioned by their con-
ciliatory views, and by a confidence in the justice of their cause ; and in the suc-
cess of candid discussion and amicable negotiation with a just and friendly 
power. 

And whereas a satisfactory adjustment, too long delayed, without the fault of 
the l:nitcd States, has for some time been entirely suspended by events over 
which they had no control, and whereas a crisis has at length arrived subversive 
of the order of things under the Spanish authorities, whereby a failure of the 
United States to take the sai<l territory into its possession may lead to events 
ultimately contravening the views of both parties, whilst in the mean time the 
tranquillity and security of our adjoining territories are endangered, and new 
facilities given to violations of our revenue and commercial laws, and of those 
prohibiting the introduction of slaves. 

Considering, moreover, that under these peculiar and imperative ~ircull?stances, 
a forbearance on the part of the United States to occupy the .territory m ques­
tion, and thereby guard against the confusions and contingencies which threaten 
it, might be construed into a dereliction of their title, or an insensibility to the 
i~portance of the state:. consideri_ng that i? the hands. oi: the Unite~ States it 
will not cease to be a subJect of fair and friendly negotiation. and adjustment: 
considering finally that the acts of Congress tho' contcmplatmg a presen~ pos­
session by a foreign authority, have contemplated also an eventual posscss10n of 
the said territory by the United States, and are accordingly so framed, as in 
that case to extend in their operation, to the same: 

Now be it known that I, JAMES :MADISON, President of the United States Possession to 
of America, in punuance of these weighty and uro-ent considerations, have be ~ken of said 
deemed it right and requisite, that possession should be taken of the said ter- territory. 

VOL, XI. Arr.-99 



762 APPENDIX. PROCLAMATIONS. Nos. 12, 13. 

W. C. C. Clai- ritory, in the name and behalf of the United States. William C. -C. Claiborne, 
bo_rne, to execute irovernor of the Orleans Territory of which the said territory is to be taken as 
tins order and to O • • d • h act as Governor part, will accordmgly proceed to execute the same ; an to exercise over t e 

• said territory the authorities and functions legally appertaining to his office. 
And the good people inhabiting the same, are invited and enjoined to pay due 
respect to him in that character, to be obedient to the laws; to maintain order ; 
to cherish harmony; and in every manner to conduct themselves as peaceable 
citizens; under full assurance that they will be protected in the enjoyment of 
their liberty, property, and religion, 

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of the United States to be 
hereunto affixed, and siirned the same with my hand. Done at the 

[L. s.J city ofWashino-ton, the twenty-seventh day of October, A. D. 1810, 
and in the thirty-fifth year of the independence of the said United 
States. 

JAMES MADISON. 
BY THE PRESIDENT: 

R. SMITH, Secretary of State. 

No. 13. Directing the British Blockade of the Coast of the United 
States to be disregarded. 

June 29, 1814. BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE u'11.TITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

A PROCLAMATION . 

. Rec(tal as to_ WHEREAS it is manifest that the blockade, which has been proclaimed by the 
!1~g;/ 1t{_ 0i Brit- enemy, of the whole Atlantic coast of the United States, nearly two thousand 
,s oc a e. miles in extent, and abounding in ports, harbors, and navigable inlets, cannot 

be carried into effect by any adequate force actually stationed for the purpose; 
and it is rendered a matter of certainty and notoriety, by the multiplied and 
daily arrivals and departures of the public and private armed vessels of the 
United States, and of other vessels, that no such adequate force has been so 
stationed: And whereas a blockade thus destitute of the character of a regular 
and legal blockade, as defined and recognized by the established law of nations, 
whatever other purposes it may be made to answer, forms no lawful prohibition 
or obstacle to such neutral and friendly vessels as may choose to visit and trade 
with the United States; and whereas it accords with the interest and the ami­
cable views of the United States, to fuvor and promote, as far as may be, the free 
and mutually beneficial commercial intercourse of all friendly nations disposed 
to engage therein, and with that view to afford to their vessels, destined to the 
United States, a more positive and satisfactory security against all interruptions, 
molestations, or vexations whatever from the cruisers of the United States: 

Public and Now be it known that I, JAMES MADISON, President of the United States 
pr,vaie armed of America, do, by this my proclamation, strictly order and instruct all the public 
:~!~~,:ct b0Jt a;'.'. arme?-vessels of t~e United States, and all priv11;te armed v_essels commiss/oned 
sist neutrals as privateers, or with letters of marque and reprisal, not to mtc:r:rupt, detam, or 
trading to the otherwise molest or vex, any vessels whatever belonging to neutral powers, or 
United States. the subjecta or citizens thereof, which vessels shall be actually bound and pro-

ceeding to any port or place within the jul'isdiction of the United States ; but on 
the contrary to render to all such vessels all the aid and kind offices which they 
may need or require. 

Given under my hand and the seal of the United States at the city of 
Washington, the twenty-ninth day of June, in the year one thou­

[L. s.J sand eight hundred and fourteen, and of the independence of the 
United States the thirty-eighth. 

JAMES MADISON. 
BY THE PRESIDENT: 

JAS. MONROE, Secretary of State. 
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No. 14. Day of Public Humiliation appointed. 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. Nov. 16, 1814. 

A PROCLAMATION. 
THE two houses of the National Legislature havino-, by a J"oint resolution ex- Thu d J 

d h • d • h • h • "' rs ay, an. presse t e1r es1re t at, mt e present time of public calamity and war, a day may 12, 1815, ap-
be recommended to be observed by the people of the United States as a day of pointed as a day 
public humiliation and fastin~, and ?f prayer ~-0 Almighty God for the safety of_ .Pf!blic hu­
and welfare of these States, ~1s blessm" on _their arms a:id a speedy restoration mihation. 
of peace: I have deemed 1t proper, by this proclamation, to recommend that 
Thursday the twE:lfth of Januar,r next ~e set apart as a day on which all may 
ha~e. an opportun_ity of ,:oluntarily offerin~, at the same time, in their respective 
rchg10us assemblies, their humble adorat10n to the great Sovereio-n of the 
Universe, of confessing their sins and transgressions, and of stremrth;ning their 
vows of repentance and amendment. They will be invited by th~ same solemn 
occasion to call to mind the distimruished favors conferred on the .American 
people, in the general health which has been enjoyed, in the abundant fruits of 
the season ; in the progress of the arts instrumental to their comfort, their pros-
perity, and their security; and in the victories which have so powerfully con-
tributed to the defence and protection of our country; a devout thankfulness for 
all which ought to be mingled with their supplications to the Beneficent Parent 
of the human race, that He would be graciously pleased to pardon all their 
offences against Him; to support and animate them in the discharge of their 
respective duties; to continue to them the precious advantages flowing from 
political institutions, so auspicious to their safety against dancrers from abroad, to 
their tranquillity at home, and to their liberties, civil and religious; and that He 
would, in a· special manner, preside over the nation, in its public councils and 
constituted authorities, gi\·ing wisdom to its measures and success to its arms, in 
maintaining its ricrhts, and in overcoming all hostile designs and attempts 
against it; and fina1ly, that, by inspiring the enemy with dispositions favorable 
to a just and rea...«onable peace, its blessings may be speedily and happily 
restored. 

Given at the city of ,vashington, the sixteenth day of November, one 
[L. s.J thousand eight hundred and fourteen, and of the independence of 

the United States the thirty-eighth. 
JA.i\fES MADISON. 

No. 15. Pardon to certain Offenders off Louisiana. Feb. 6, 1816. 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

A PROCLAMATION. 
A)IOXG the many e,ils produced by th.e wars whi~h, with little intermission, Preamble. 

have afl1ieted Europe, and extended their ravages_ mto _other quarte~ of the 
globe, for a period exceeding twenty years,. the_ dispersion of_ a considerable 
portion of the inhabitants of different countries, m sorrow and m _want, h~s not 
been the least injurious to human happiness, nor the least severe m the trial of 
human virtue. 

It had Ion"' been ascertained that many foreigners, flying from the dangers of 
their own ho~e and that some citizens, forgetful of their duty, had co-operated 
in forminrr an e~blishment on the island of Barrataria, near the mouth of the 
River Mississippi, for the purposes of a clandest~ne and lawless trade. The 
government of the :United ~tates caused the esta1?hsh~ent to be broken up and 
destroyed; and havmg obtamed the means of des1gnatmg_the_ offend,ers_of.every 
description, it only remained to answer the demands of Justice by mfhcting an 
exemplary punishment. . . 

But it has since been represented that the offend_ers have mamfested a smcere 
penitence; that they have abandoned the prosecution of t~e.wors~ cause for the 
support of the best; and, particularly, that they have exh1.bited, m the defence 
of New Orleans unequivocal traits of coura<>e and fidelity. Offenders, who 
have refused to 'become the associates of the"' enemy in the war, upon the most 
seducing terms of invitation, and who· have aided to repel _his hostile i?vasion 
of the territory of the United States, can no longer be considered as obJectl! of 
punishnwnt, but asobject•ofagenero.llll forgiveness. 
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It has, therefore, been seen with great satisfaction that the General Assembly 
of the State of Louisiana earnestly recommend those offenders to the benefit of 
a full pardon : And in compliance with that recommendation, as well as in 

p J 1 Jar consideration of all the other extraordinary circumstances of the case, I, JAMES 
ed f~~ i;~~i~ of= MADISON, President of the United States of America, do issue this proclama­
fences to those tion, hereby granting, publishing, and declaring a free and full pardon of all 
who joiued in the offences committed in v10lation of any act or acts of the Congress of the said United 
<.lefcnce ofdNehw States, touchin« the revenue, trade, and navigation thereof, or touching the in-
0rlea•1s an t e O U • S • h " • • • adjac~nt conn- tercourse an_d commerce of the ~1ted tates wit 1ore1gn nations, at.any time 
try. before the eighth day of January m the present year one thousand e1ii;ht hun-

dred and fifteen, by any person or persons whomsoever, being inhabitants of 
New Orleans and the adjacent conntry, or being inhabitants of the said island 

Certificate to of Barrataria, and the places adjacent. Provided, That every person claiming 
be procured the benefit of this full pardon, in order to entitle himself thereto, shall produce 
from the go';- a certificate in writin" from the governor of the State of Louisiana, statmg that 
~rnor of Loms- such person has aidedin the defence of New Orleans, and tlie adjacent country, 
rnna. during the invasion thereof as aforesaid. 

And I do hereby further authorize and direct all suits, indictments, and pros­
ecutions, for fines, penalties, and forfeitures, against any person or persons who 
shall be entitled to the benefit of this tull pardon, forthwith to be stayed, discon­
tinued, and released: And all civil officers are hereby required, according to the 
duties of their respective stations to carry this proclamation into immediate and 
faithful execution. 

Done at the city of Washington, the sixth day of February in the year 
[L. s.J one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, and of the independence of 

the United States the tliirty-nintli. 
JAMES MADISON. 

BY THE PRESIDENT : 

JAS. MONROE, Acting as Secretary of State. 

No. 16. Day of Public Thanksgiving appointed for Peace. 

March. 4, 1815. BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

The second THE Senate and House of Representatives of the United States, have, by a 
Thursday in joint resolution, signified their desire that a day may be recommended to be 
AJ!ril next, ap- observed by the people of the United States with religious solemnity, as a day 
pom

1
~ed ;'r

1
daykof of thanksgiving, and of devout acknowledaments to Almio'hty God for His great 

puo ,c rnn s- d • f◄ t d • • h oh bl • f e giving for peace. goo ness mam es e m restormg to t e~1 t ~ cssmg o peace. 
No people ought to feel greater obh«at10ns to celebrate the goodness of the 

Great Disposer of events, and of the de:rtiny of nations, than the people of the 
United S~ates. His kind I?rovidence originally conducted them to one of the 
best portions of the dwellmg-place allotted for the great family of the human 
race. He protected and cherished them, under all the difficulties and trials to 
which they were exposed in their early days. Under His fosterin« care, their 
habits, their sentiments, and their pursuits prepared thi,m for a transitior:. in due 
time, to a state of indP-pendence and self-government. In the arduous ;tru««le 
1>y which it was attained, they were distinguished by multiplied tokens of"'Flis 
benign interposition. During the interval which succeeded, He reared them into 
the strength and endowed them with the resources which have enabled them to 
assert their national rights, and to enhance their national character, in another 
arduous conflict, which is now so happily terminated by a peace and reconcilia­
tion with those who have been our enemies. And to the same Divine Author of 
every good and perfect gift, we are indebted for all those privileo-es and ad­
vantages, religious as well as civil, which are so richly enjoyed in this favored 
land. 

It is for blessings such as these, and especially for the restoration of the 
blessing of peace, that I now recommend that the second Thursday in April 
next, be set apart as a day on which the people of every relio-ious denomination, 
may, in thl>ir ~oll>mn assemblie~, unite their hearts and their ~oices in a free will 
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offerino-to their heaven!; Benefactor, of their homage of thanksgiving, and of 
their sgngs of praise. 

Given at the city of Washington on the fourth day of March, in the year 
[L. s.J of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, and of the in­

dependence of the United States the thirty-ninth. 

JAMES MADISON. 

No. 17, Respecting an apprehended Invasion of the Spanish Dominions. 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

765 

Sept. 1, 1816. 

WHEREAS information has oeen received that sundry persons, citizens of the Pre!\mble. 
United States, or residents within the same, and especially within the State of 
Louisiana, are conspiring together to begin and set on foot, provide and pre­
pare the means for a military expedition or enterprise against the dominions of 
Spain, with which the United States are happily at peace ; that for this purpose 
they are collecting arms, military stores, provisions, vessels, and other means; 
are deceiving and seducing honest and well-meaning citizens to enga<re in their 
unlawful enterprises ; are organizing, officering, and arming themsel;es for the 
same, contrary to the laws in such cases made and provided : I have therefore Citizens en­
thought fit to issue this my proclamation, warning and enjoining all faithful joined to_ d~sis~ 
citizens, who have been led, without due knowledge or consideration, to partici- fr0 J? nssistmg m 

• h 'd l f 1 • • hd f h • l d l an mvas10n of pate m t e sa! un aw u enterprises, to wit raw rom t e ~ame wit 10ut e ay ; the Spanish 
and commandmg all persons who are engaged or concerned m the same, to cease dominions. 
all further proceedings therein, as they will answer the contrary at their peril. 
And I hereby enjoin and require all officers, civil and military, of the United 
States, or of any of the States or Territories, all judges, justices, and other 
officers of the peace, all military officers of the army or navy of the United 
States, and officers of the militia, to be vi$ilant, each within his respective 
department, and according to his functions, m searching out and bringing to 
punishment all persons engaged or concerned in such enterprises ; in seizing 
and detaining, subject to the disposition of the law, all arms, military stores, 
vessels, or other means provided or providing for the same ; and in general in 
preventing the carrying on such expedition or enterprise by all the lawful 
means within their power. And I require all good and faithful citizens, and 
others within the United States, to be aiding and assisting herein, and especially 
in the discovery, apprehension, and bringing to justice, of all such offenders ; in 
preventing the execution of their unlawful combinations or designs; and in 
giving information against them to the proper authorities. 

In testimony whereof I have caused the seal of the United States of 
America to be affixed to these presents, and signed the same with 

[L. s.J my hand. Done at the city of ·washington, the first day of Sep­
tember, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
fifteen, and of the independence of the said United States of Amer­
ica the fortieth. 

JAMES MADISON. 

No. 18. Ordering Persons to remove from the Public Lands. 

DY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. Dec. 12, 1815• 

A PROCLAMATION. 

WmmEAS it has been represented that many uninformed or ev_i]-disposed Preamble. 
persons have taken possession of, or made a settlement on, the pubhc lands of 
the United States, which have not been previously sold, ceded, or leased by the 
United State•, or the elaim te which lanrh, by smih pcr~on~, hat. 11ot bt>i>n p.rP.-
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viously recognized and confirmed by the United States; which possession or 
1807, ch. 46. settlement is, by the act of Congress passed on the third day of March, one 

.. thousand eight hundred and seven, expressly prohibited: And whereas the 
Vol."· P· 445• due execution of the said act of Congress, as well as the general interest, require 

that such illegal practices should be promptly repressed. 
Ordering per­

sons to remove 
from the public 
lands. 

Now therefore, I, JAMES MADISON, President of the United States, have 
thought proper to issue my proclamation, commanding and strictly enjoin­
ing all persons who have unlawfully taken possession of, or made any settlement 
on the public lands as aforesaid, forthwith to remove therefrom : And I do 
hereby further command and enjoin the marshal, or officer acting as marshal, 
in any State or Territory where such possession shall have been taken, or settle­
ment made, to remove, from and after the tenth day of March, one thousand 
eio-h/; hundred and sixteen, all or any of the said unlawful occupants; and to 
elect the said service, I do hereby authorize the employment of such military 
force as may become necessary, in pursuance of the provisions of the act of 
Congress aforesaid, warning the offenders, moreover, that thev will be prosecuted 
in all such other ways as the law directs. • 

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of the United States of 
America to be affixed to these presents, and signed the same with 

[L. s.J my hand. Done at the city of Washington, the twelfth day of 
December, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
fifteen, and of the independence of the said United States of Amer­
ica the fortieth. 

JAMES MADISON. 
BY THE PRESIDENT : 

JAS. MONROE, Secretary of State. 

No. 19. Respecting Naval Forces on tlte Lakes. 

April 28, 1818. BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

Preamble. 

Arrangement 
ns to naval 
forces on the 
Lakes 

Assent of 
Senate. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

WnEREAS an arrangement was entered into at the city of Washington, in the 
month of April, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and seven­
teen, between Richard Rush, Esquire, at that time actmg as Secretary for the 
Department of State of the United States, for and in behalf of the government 
of the United States, and the Right Honorable Charles Bagot, his Britannic 
Majesty's Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary, for and in behalf 
of his Britannic Majesty, which arrangement is in the words following, to wit:-

" The naval force to be maintained upon the American Lakes by his majesty 
and the government of the United States shall henceforth be confined to the fol­
lowing vessels on each side, that is-

" On Lake Ontario, to one vessel not exceeding one hundred tons burden, 
and armed with two eighteen pound cannon 

" On the Upper Lakes, to two vessels not exceeding like burden each, and 
armed with like force. 

" On the waters of Lake Champlain, to one vessel not exceeding like burden, 
and armed with like force. 

" All other armed vessels on these lakes shall be forthwith dismantled, and no 
other vessels of war shall be there built or armed. 

"If either party should hereafter be desirous of annulling this stipulation, and 
should give notice to that effect to the other party, it shall cease to be binding 
after the expiration of six months from the date of such notice. 

" The naval force so to be limited shall be restricted to such services as will, in 
no respect, interfere with the proper duties of the armed vessels of the other 
party." 

And whereas the Senate of the United States have approved of the said 
arrangement, and recommended that it should be carried into effect, the same 
~aving also received the sanction of his royal highness the Prince Regent, acting 
m the name and on the behalf of his Britannic majesty. 

Now, therefore, I, JAMES MONROE, President of the United States, do, 
by this my proclamation, make known and dedan,1 that th0 arrangement afore-
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said, and every stipulation thereof, has been duly. entered into, concluded and 
confirmed, and is of full force and effect. 

Given under my hand, at the city of Washington, this twenty-eighth day of 
April, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, and of 
the independence of the United States the forty-second. 

JAMES MONROE. 
BY THE PRESIDENT: 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, Secretary of State. 

No. 20. Offering a Reward for Apprehension of a Mw·derer. 

767 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. July 10, 1s21. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS information has been received that an atrocious murder, aggra­
vated by the additional crime of robbery, was on the sixth or seventh day of this 
present month committed, in the county of Alexandria, and District of Colum­
bia, on William Seaver, late of this city: And whereas the apprehension and 
punishment of the murderer or murderers, and his or their accessary or acces­
saries will be an example due to justice and humanity, and every way salutary 
in its operation ; I have therefore thought fit to issue this my proclamation, 
hereby exhorting the citizens of the United States, and particularly those of 
this District, and requiring all officers according to their respective stations, to 
use their utmost endeavors to apprehend and bring the principal or principals, 
accessary or accessaries to the said murder, to justice : And I do moreover 
offer a reward of three hundred dollars for each principal, if there be more than 
one, and one hundred and fifty for each accessary before the fact, if there be 
more than one, who shall be apprehended after the day of the date hereof and 
brought to justice, to be paid upon his conviction of the crime or crimes afore­
said. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of the United States to be 
affixed to these presents, and signed the same with my hand. Done 

[L. s.7 at the city of Washington this tenth day of July, A. D. 1821, and 
of the independence of the United States the forty-sixth. 

JAMES MONROE. 
BY THE PRESIDENT : 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, Secretary of State. 

No. 21. Opening United States Ports to British Vessels from certain 
West India Ports. 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. August24,1822. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS, by an act of the Congress of the United States, passed on the Preamble. 
sixth day of May last, it was provided, that on satisfactory evidence being given 1822, ch. 66. 
to the President of the United States, that the ports in the islands or colonies 
in the West Indies, under the dominion of Great Britain, have been opened Vol. iii. p. 681. 
to the vessels of the United States, the President should be and thereby was 
authorized to issue his proclamation, declaring that the ports of the United 
States should the.reafter be open to the vessels of Great Britain employed in 
the trade and intercourse between the United States. and such islands or 
colonies, subject to such reciprocal rules and restrictions as the President of 
the United States might, by such proclamation, make and publish, any thing in 
the laws, entitled "An act concerning Navigation," or an act entitled H An act 
supplementary to an act concerning Navigation," to the contrary notwith­
standing:-

1818, ch. 70. 
Vol. iii. p. 432. 
1820, ch. 122. 
Vol. iii. p. 602. 
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And whereas 8atisfactory evide_nce has been ~ven t? the President <;f t~e 
United States, that the ports heremafter named, m the islands or colomes m 
the West Indies under the dominion of Great Britain, have been opened to the 
vessels of the United States, that is to say, the ports of Kingston, Savannah, 
Le :Mar, l\fontego Bay, Santa Lucia, Antonio, Saint Ann, Falrr:o~th, J\;~ai:ia, 
Morant Bay, in Jamaica; Saint George, Grenada ; Rosseau, Domm1ca; .Samt 
John's, Antio-ua ; San Josef, Trinidad; Scarborough, Tobago; Road Harbour, 
Tortola; N~ssau, New Providence; Pittstown, Crooked Island ; Kingston, 
St. Vincent; Port St. Georo-e and Port Hamilton, Bermuda; any port where 
there is a custom-house, Bahamas; Bridgetown, Barbadoes; St. John's, St. 
Andrew's, New Brunswick ; Halifax, Nova· Scotia; Quebec, Canada; St. John's, 
Ne1vfoundland; Georgetown, Demarara; New Amsterdam, Berbice; Castries, 
St. Lucia ; Besseterre, St. Kitts; Charlestown, Nevis; and Plymouth, Mont­
serrat: 

Tl rts f Now, therefore, I, JAMES MONROE, President of the United States of 
the U~it~d Stat~s America, do hereby declare and proclaim, that the ports of the United States 
opened to British shall hereafter, and until the end of the next session of the Congress of the United 
vessels from the States, be open to the vessels of Great Britain employed in the trade 
above ports. and intercourse between the United States and the islands and colonies 

hereinbefore named, any thing in the laws entitled "An ad concerning Nav-
1818, ch. 70. io-at.ion," or an act entitled " An act supplementary to an act concerning 
1820, ch. 122. Navigation," to the contrary notwithstanding, under the following reciprocal 

rules and restrictions, namely :-
Vol. iii. pp. 432, To vessels of Great Britain, bona fide British built, owned and the master 

602. and three-fourths of the mariners of which at least shall belong to Great Britain, 
or any United States built ship or vessel, which has been sold to and become 
the property of British subjects, such ship or vessel being also navigated with a 
master and three fourths of the mariners at least belonging to Great Britain,­
and provided always, that no articl.Js shall be imported into tbe United States in 
any such British ship or vessel, other than articles of the growth, produce, or 
manufacture of the British Islands and colonies in the West Indies, when im­
ported in British vessels coming from any such island or colony, and articles 
of the growth, produce or manufacture of the Briti~h colonies in North America, 
or of the Island of Newfoundland, in vessels coming from the port of St. John's, 
in that island, or from any of the aforesaid ports of the British colonies in 
North America. 

Given under my hand at the city of Washington, this twenty-fourth day 
[L. s.J of August, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 

twenty-two, and in the forty-seventh year of the independence of 
the United States. 

JAMES MONROE. 
BY THE PRESIDENT : 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, Secretary of State. 

No. 22. Suspending Discriminating Duties as to Sub:jects of the Pope, 
under Act of 1824, ch. 4. 

Jnne 7, 1827. BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Preamble a., WHEREA~ by an act of the Congress of the United States, of the seventh of 
to authority January, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-four, entitled "An act con-~~f;r bet 4 of to cerning discriminating duties of tonnage and impost," it is provided, that upon 
~usp~n~di~c~im• satisfactory e"idence be\ng giv~n to the Pre~ide_nt_of ~he Uni!ed States by the 
mating duties. government of any foreign nat10n, that no d1scnmmatm<1 duties of tonnao-e or 

impost are imposed or levied within the ports of the safd nation, upon v~ssels 
wholly belonging to citizens of the United States, or upon merchandise, the 
produ~e or manufacture thereof, imported in the same, the President is thereby 
aut?orized to issue h~ procla_m~tion, dec!aring tliat the foreign discriminating 
duties _of to1~nage and impost w1thm the Umted States are and shall be suspended 
and discontmued, so far as respects the vessels of the said nation, and the mer-
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chandise of its produce or manufacture imported into the United States in the 
same: the said suspension to take effect from the time of such notification being 
given to the President of the United States, and to continue so long as the 
reciprocal exemption of vessels belonging to citizens of the Uniter] States, and 
merchandise as aforesaid, therein laden, shall be continued, and no longer : 

769 

And whereas satisfactory evidence was given to the President of the United Recital that 
• States, on the 30th day of May last, by Count Luccliesi, Consul-General of His satisfactory e\"i 

Holiness the Pope, that all foreign and discriminating duties of tonnage and d~nce hast betehn 
• • h" h d • • f H" H 1· ,, d l Is f given as o a m1post wit m. t e omm1ons o 1s o mess, so ,ar as respecte t 1e vesse •• o legislation of the 
the United States, and the merchandise of their produce or manufacture, im- Pope. 
ported in the same, were suspended and discontinued. 

Now, therefore, I, JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, President of the United States, Discriminating 
conformably to the fourth section of the act of Congress aforesaid, do hereby duties of t?n­
proclaim and declare, that the foreign discriminating duties of tonnage and im- nagt and ~md 
post within the United States are and shall be suspended and discontinued, so fi~\0 :~je~~s ~f 
far as respects the vessels of the subjects of His Holiness the Pope, and the the Pope. 
merchandise of the produce or manufacture of his dominions, imported into the 
United States in the same : the said suspension to take effect from the 30th of 
May aforesaid, and to continue so long as the reciprocal exemption of vessels 
belonging to citizens of the United States and merchandise as aforesaid, therein 
laden, shall be continued, and no longer. 

Given under my hand at the city of Washington, this seventh day of June, 
in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-seven, 
and of the independence of the United States the fifty-first. 

JOHN QUINCY AD.AMS. 
BY THE PRESIDENT: 

H. CLAY, Secretary of State. 

No. 23. Offering Reward for Apprehension of Willis Anderson. 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Sept. 10, 182'1. 

WHEREAS Willis Anderson, of the couµty of Alexandria, 111 the Distric~ of Preamble. 
Columbia, is charged with having recently murdered Gerrard Arnold, late of 
the said county; and whereas it is represented to me that the said Willis Ander­
son has absconded, and secretes himself, so that he cannot be apprehended and 
brought to justice for the offence of which he is so charged; and whereas the 
apprehension and trial of the said vVillis Anderson is an example due to justice 
and humanity, and would be every way salutary in its influence: Now, there- Reward for tht 
fore, I have thought fit to issue this my proclamation, hereby exhortin"' the ~f pr!lhension of 
<'.itizens of the United States, and particularly those of this District, and re°quir- 1 11118 Anderson. 
ing all officers, according to their respective stations, to use their utmost 
endeavors to apprehend and bring the said Willis Anderson to justice, for the 
atrocious crime with which he stands charged, as aforesaid ; and I do moreover 
oll'er a reward of two hundred and fifty dollars for the apprehension of the said 
Willis Anderson, and his delivery to an officer or officers of justice, in the county 
aforesaid, so that he may be brought to trial for the murder aforesaid, and be 
otherwise dealt with according to law. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto signed my name, and caused the 
[L. s.] seal of the United St.ates to be affixed to these presents. 

Done at Washington, titis tenth day of September, Anno Domini eiO'h­
teen hundred and twenty-seven, and of the independence of the U11ited States 
the fifty-second. 

BY ·rRE PRESIDENT : 
J. Q. ADAMS. 

H. CLAY, Secretary of State. 
VOL. XI. APP.-100 
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No 24. Ordering Persons to remove from the Public Lands. 

?rfarch 6, 1830. BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Preamble. WHEREAS it has been represented, that many uninformed or evil disposed 
persons have taken possession of, or made settlement on, the public lands of the 
United States, within the district of lands subject to sale, at Huntsville, in the 
State of Alabama, which have not been previously sold, neded, or leased by the 
United States, or the claim to which lands, by such persons, has not been pre­
viously recognized and confirmed by the United States; which possession or 
settlement is, by the act of Congress, passed on th.e ~hird day of March, one thou-

1807, ch. 46, sand eight hundred and seven, expressly prohibited: and whereas, the due 
V 

1 
.. -execution of the said act of Congress, as well as the general interest, require 

0 
• 

11
• P· 445

• that such illegal practices should be promptly repressed: 
0rderin" per- Now, therefore, I, ANDREW JACKSON, President of the United States, 

sons to r'emove have thought proper to issue this my proclamation, commanding and strictly 
from the public enjoinin" all persons who have unlawfully taken possession of, or made any 
lautls. settleme~t on, or who now unlawfully occupy any of the public lands within the 

district of lands subject to sale at Huntsville, in the State of Alabama, as afore­
said, forthwith to remove therefrom ; and I do hereby further command and 
enjoin the marshal, or officer acting as marshal, in that State, where snch,. pos­
session shall have been taken, or settlement made, to remove, from and after the 
first of September, one thousand eight hundred and thirty, all or any of the said 
unlawful occupants; and to effect the said service, I do hereby authorize the 
employment of such military force as may become necessary, in pursuance of the 
provisions of the Act of Congress aforesaid, warning the offenders, moreover, 
that they will be prosecuted in all such other ways, as the law directs. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused, the seal of the United States of 
'"L. s.] America to be affixed to these presents, and signed the same with 
- my hand. -

Done at the city of Washington, the sixth day of March, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty, and of the independence of 
the United States of America the fifty-fourth. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 
BY THE PRESIDENT: 

M. VAN BUREN, &cretary of State. 

No. 25. Ordering Persons to remove from Public Lands in Arkansas. 

Feb. 10, 1831. BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Preamble. WHEREAS information has been transmitted to the President of the United 
States, by the governor of the Territory of Arkansas, that certain persons pre­
tending to act under the authority of the Mexican government, and withoµt 
any lawful right or power derived from that of the United States, have attempted 
to, and do survey, for sale and settlement, a portion of the public lands in :md 
Territory, and particularly in the counties of Lafayette, Sevier, and Miller, and 
have presumed to, and do administer to the citizens residing in said counties, the 
oath of allegiance to the said Mexican government: and ~hereas such acts and 
practices are contrary to the law of the land, and the provisions of the act of 
Congress approved the third day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand 

1807,.~h. 46• eight hundred and seven, and are offences a"ainst the peace and public tran­
Yol. n. P· 445• quility of the said Territory, and the inhabitants thereof:-
0rdering per- Now, therefore, be it known that I, ANDREW JACKSON, President of the 

~ns : rem~r United States, by virtue of the power and authority vested in me, in and by the 
om O 

pu ,c said act of Congress, do issue this my proclamation, commanding and strictly 
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enjoining all persons who have unlawfully entered upon, taken possession of, or landi. in Arkan­
made any settlement on the public lands, in the said counties of Lafayette; sas, 
Sevier, or Miller, or who may be in the unlawful occupation or possession of the 
same or any part thereof, forthwith to depart and remove therefrom: and I do 
hereby command and require the marshal of the said Territory of Arkansas, or 
other officer or officers acting as such marshal, from and after the fifteenth day 
of April, next, to remove or cause to be removed, all persons who may then un-
lawfully be upon, in possessi,,n of, or who may unlawfully occupy any of the 
public lands in the said counties of Lafayetl;e, Sevier, or Miller, or who may be 
surveying or attempting to survey the same, without any authority therefor from 
the government of the United States: and to execute and carry into effect this 
proclamation, I do hereby authorize the employment of such military force as may 
be necessary, pursuant to the act of Congress aforesaid, and warn all offenders 
in the premises, that they will be prosecuted and punished, in such other way 
and manner as may be consistent with the provisions and requisitions of the law 
in such case made and provided. 

Done at the city of Washington, thi~ tenth day of February, A. D. 1831, and 
of the independence of the United States of America the fifty-fifth. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 

No. 26. Respecting the Nt~llifying Laws of South Carolina. 

PROCLAMATION 

BY ANDREW JACKSON, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. Ileo. 10, 1882. 

WHEREAS a convention assembled in the State of "South Carolina, have 
passed an ordinance, by which they declare, " That the several acts and parts of 
acts of the Congress of the United States, purporting to be laws for the imposing 1s2s, ch. 55. 
of\duties and imposts on the importation of foreign commodities, and now having Vol. iv. p. 210. 
actual operation and effect within the United States, and more especially," two 1832, ch. 227. 
acts for the same purposes, passed on the 19th of May, 1828, and on the 14th of Vol. iv. p. 583. 
July, 1832, "are unauthorized by the Constitution of the United States, and 
violate the true meaning and intent thereof, and are null and void, and no 
law," nor binding on the citizens of that State, or its officers; and by the said 
ordinance, it is further declared to be unlawful for any of the constituted author-
ities of the State, or of the United States, to enforce the payment of the duties· 
imJ.losed by the said acts, within the same State, and that it is the duty of the 
legislature to pass such laws as may be necessary to give full effect to the said 
ordinance: 

And whereas, by the said ordinance, it is furthe:r ordained, that, in no case of 
law or equity decided in the courts of said State, wherein shall be drawn in 
question the validity of the said ordinance, or of the acts of the legislature that 
may be passed to give it effect, or of the said laws of the United States, no ap­
peal shall be allowed to the Supreme Court of the United States, nor shall any 
copy of the record be permitted or allowed for that purpose, and that any p'!lrson 
attempting to take such appeal shall be punished as for contempt of court : 

And, finally, the said ordinance declares that the people of South Carolina 
will maintain the said ordinance at every hazard; and that they will consider 
the passage of any act, by Congress, abolishing or closing the ports of the said 
State, or otherwise obstructing the free ingress or egress of vessels to aud from. 
the said ports, or any other act of the Federal Government to coerce the State, 
shut up her ports, destroy or harass her commerce, or to enforce the said act.s 
otherwise than through the civil tribunals of the country, as inconsistent with the 
longer continuance of South Carolina in the Union; and that the people of the 
said State will thenceforth hold themselves absolved from all further· obligation 
to maintain or preserve their political connection with the people of the other 
States, and will forthwith proceed to organize a separate government, 11,nd do all 
other acts and things which sovereign and independent States may of right do : 

And whereas the said ordinai;tce presQribes to the people of South Carolina a 
course of conduct in direct violation of their duty as citizens of the United 
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States, contrary to the laws of their country, subversive of its constitution, and 
having for its object the destruction of the Union-that Union, which, coeval 
with our political existence, led our fathers, without any other ties to unite them 
than those of patriotism and a common cause, through a sanguinary struggle to a 
glorious independence,-thatsacred Union hitherto inviolate, which, perfected by 
our happy Constitution, has brought us, by the favor of Heaven, to a state of 
prosperity at home, and high consideration abroad, rarely, if ever, equalled in 
the history of nations,-To preserve this bond of our political existence from de­
struction, to maintain inviolate this state of national honor and prosperity, and to 
justify the confidence my follow-citizens have reposed in me, I, ANDRE\V 
JACKSON, President of the United States, have thought proper to issue this 
my proclamation, stating my views of the Constitution and laws applicable to 
the measures adopted by the convention of South Carolina, and to the reasons 
they have put forth to sustain them, declaring the course which duty will require 
me to pursue, and, appealing to the understandin"' and patriotism of the people, 
warn them of the consequences that must inevitably result from an observance 
of the dictates of the convention. 

Strict duty would require of me nothing more than the exercise of those 
powers with which I am now, or may hereafter be invested, for preserving the 
peace of the Union, and for the execution of the laws. But the imposing aspect 
which opposition has assumed in this case, by clothing itself with State authority, 
and the deep interest which the people of the United States must all feel in pre­
venting a resort to stronger measures while there is a hope that any thing will 
be yieldeu to reasoning and remonstrance, perhaps demand, and will certainly 
justify a full exposition to South Carolina and the nation, of the views I enter­
tain of this important question, as well as a distinct enunciation of the course 
which my sense of duty will require me to .pursue. 

The ordinance is founded, not on the indefeasible right of resisting acts which 
are plainly unconstitutional, and too oppressive to be endured ; but on the strange 
position that any one State may not only declare an act of ConQTess void, but 
prohibit its execution-that they may do this consistently with the Constitution -
that the true construction of that instrument permits a State to retain its place 
in the U:nion, and yet be bound by no other of its laws than those it may choose 
to consider as constitutional. It is true, they add, that to justify this abrogation 
of a law, it must be palpably contrary to the Constitution; but it is evident, that 
to give the right of resisting laws of that description, coupled with the uncon­
trolled right to decide what laws deserve that character, is to give the power of 
resisting all laws. For, as by the theory, there is no appeal, the reasons alleged by 
the State, good or bad, must prevail. Ifit should be said that public opinion is 
a sufficient check against the abuse of this power, it may be asked why it is not 
deemed a sufficient guard against the passage of an unconstitutional act by Con­
gress? There is, however, a restraint in this last case, which nrakes the assumed 
power of a State more indefensible, and which does not exist in the other. There 
are two appeals from an unconstitutional act passed by Congress-one to the 
Judiciary, the other to the People, and the States. There is no appeal from the 
State decision in theory, an<l the practical illustration shows that the courts are 
closed against an application to review it, both judges and jurors being sworn to 
decide in its favor. But reasoning on this subject is superfluous, when our so­
cial compact, in express terms declares, that the laws of tile United States, its 
Constitution, and treaties made under it, are the supreme law of the land-and, 
for greater caution, adds "that the judges in every State shall be bound thereby, 
any thing in the Constitution or laws of any State to the contrary notwithstand­
ing." .And it may be asserted without fear of refutation, that no Federative 
Government could exist without a similar provision. Look for a moment to the 
consequence. If South Carolina considers the revenue laws unconstitutional, 
and has a right to prevent their execution in the port of Charleston, there would 
be a clear constitutional objection to their collection in every other port, and no 
revenue could be collected any where; for all imposts must be equal. It is no 
answer to repeat, that an unconstitutional law is no law, so long as the question 
of its legality is to be decided by the State itself; for every law operatino- in­
juriously upon any local interest, will be perhaps thought, and certainly r:pre­
sented, as unconstitutional, and, as has been shown, there is no appeal. 

If this doctrine had been es.tablished at an earlier day, the Umon would have 
been dissolved. in its infancy. The excise law in Pennsylvania, the embaro-c 
and non-intercourse law in the Eastern States, the carria"e tax in Virginia, 
were all deemed unconstitutional, and were more unegual 

0
in their operation 

than any of the laws now complained of; but fortunately, none of those States 
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discovered that they had the right now claimed by South Carolina. The war, 
into which we were forced to support the dignity of the nation and the rights 
of our citizens, might have ended in defeat and disgrace, instead of victory and 
honor, if the States who supposed it a ruinous and unconstitutional measµre, 
had thought they possessed the right of nullifying the act by which it was 
declared, and denying supplies for its prosecution. Hardly and unequally as 
:those measures bore upon several members of the Union, to the legislatures of 
none did this efficient and peaceable remedy, as it is called, suggest itself. The 
discovery of this important feature in our Constitution was reserved to the pres­
ent day. To the statesmen of South Carolina belongs the invention, and U:J?On 
the citizens of that State will unfortunately fall the evils of reducing it to practice. 

If the doctrine of a State veto upon the laws of the Union carries with it 
internal evidence of its impracticable absurdity, our constitutional history will 
also afford abundant proof that it would have been repudiated with indignation 
had it been proposed to form a feature in our government. 

In our colonial state, although dependent on another power, we very early con­
sidered ourselves as connected by common interest with each other. Lea,,"lles 
were formed for common defence, and before the Declaration of Independence, 
we were known in our aggregate character as the United Colonies of America. 
That decisive and important step was taken jointly. We declared ourselves a 
nation by a joint, not by several acts, and when the terms of our confederation 
were reduced t.o form, it was in that of a solemn league of several States, by 
which they agreed that they would collectively form one nation for the purpose 
of conducting some certain domestic concerns, and all foreign relations. In tlie 
instrument forming that Union is found an article which declares that "every 
State shall abide by the determinations of Congress, on all questions which, by 
that confederation, should be submitted to them." 

Under the confederation, then, no State could legally annul a decision of tlie 
Congress, or refuse t.o submit to its execution ; but no provision was made to 
enforce these decisions. Congress made requisitions, but they were not com­
plied with. The government could not operate on individuals. They had no 
Judiciary, no means of collecting revenue. 

But the defects of the confederation need not be detailed. Under its opera­
tion we could scarcely be called a nation. ,v e had neither prosperity at home 
nor consideration abroad. This state of things could not be endured, and our 
present happy Constitution was formed, but formed in vain, if this fatal doctrine 
prevails. It was formed for important objects that are announced in the pre­
amble, made in the name and by the authority of the people of the Umted 
States, whose delegates framed, and whose conventions approved it. The most 
important among these objects, that which is placed first in rank, on which all 
the others rest, is " to form a more pe,fect Union." Now, is it possible, that 
even if there were no express provision giving supremacy to the Constitution 
and laws of the United States over those of the States-can it be conceived, 
that an instrument made for the purpose of "forming a more perfect Union," 
than that of the confederation, could be so constructed by the assembled wisdom. 
of our country, as to substitute for that confederation a form of government 
dependent for its existence on the local interest, the party spirit of a State, or 
of a prevailinrr faction in a State ? Every man of plain, unsophisticated under­
standino-, wh;;' hears the question, will ~ive such an answer as will preserve the 
Union. 

0

Metaphysical subtlety, in pursmt of an impracticable theory, could alone 
have devised oue that is calculated to destroy it. 

I consider, then, the power to annul a law of the United States, assumed by 
one State, irrcompatible with the existence of the Union, contradicted expressly by 
the letlt'r of the Constitution, unauthorized by its spirit, inconsistent with every 
principle on which it was founded, and destructive of the great obje<Jt for which 
it was formed. 

After this general view of the leading principle, we must examine the par­
ticular application of it which is made in the ordmance. 

The preamble rests its justification on these grounds: It assumes, as a fact, 
that the obnoxious laws, although they purport to be laws for raising revenue, 
were, in reality, intended for the protection of manufactures, which purpose it 
asserts to he unconstitutional ;-that the operation of these laws is unequal ;'-that 
the amount raised by them is greater than is required by the wants of the 
government;-and finally, that the proceeds are to be applied to o'bjects un­
authorized by the Constitution. These are the only causes alleged to justify an 
open opposition to the laws of the country, and a threat of seceding from tlie 
Union, if any attempt should be made to enforce them. The first virtually 
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acknowledcres that the law in question was passed under a power expressly 
given by the Constitution to lay and collect imposts; but its constitutionality is 
drawn in question from the motfoes of those who passed it. However apparent 
this purpose may be in the present case, nothing can be more dangerous than 
to admit the position that an unconstitutional purpose, entertained by the mem­
bers who assent to a law enacted under a constitutional power, shall make that 
law void; for how is that purpose to be ascertained? Who is to make the 
scrutiny? How often may bad purposes be falsely imputed-in how many 
cases are they concealed by false professions-in how many is no declaration 
of motive made? Admit this .doctrine, and you give to the States an uncon­
trolled rio-ht to decide, and every law may be annulled under this pretext. If, 
therefore~ the absurd and dangerous doctrine should be admitted, that a State 
may annul an unconstitutional law, or one that it deems such, it will not apply 
to the present case. 

The next objection is, that the laws in question operate unequally. This 
objection may be made with truth to every law that has been or can be passed. 
The wisdom of man never yet contrived a system of taxation that would operate 
with perfect equality. If the unequal operation of a law makes it unconstitu­
tional, and if all laws-of that description may be abrogated by any State for 
that cause, then indeed is the Federal Constitution unworthy of the slightest 
effort for its preservation. We have hitherto relied on it as the perpetual bond 
of our Union. We have received it as the work of the assembled wisdom of 
the nation. We have trusted to it as to the sheet anchor of our safety in the 
stormy times of conflict with a foreign or domestic foe. V't' e have looked to it 
with sacred awe as the palladium of our liberties, and, with all the solemnities 
of religion, have pledged to each other our lives and fortunes here, and our 
hopes of happiness hereafter, in its defence and support. Were we mistaken, 
my countrymen, in attaching this importance to the Constitution of our country ? 
Was our devotion paid to the wretched, inefficient, clumsy contrivance which 
this new doctrine would make it? Did we pledge ourselves to the support of 
an airy nothinu-a bubble that must be blown away by the first breath of dis­
affection ? Was this self-destroying, visionary theory the work of the profound 
statesmen, the exalted patriots, to whom the task of constitutional reform was 
entrusted? Did the name of Washington sanction, did the States deliberately 
ratify, such an anomaly in the history of fuadamental legislation? No. \Ve 
were not mistaken. The letter of this great instrument is free from this radical 
fault; its language directly contradicts the imputation; its spirit, its evident 
intent contradicts it. No, we did not err! Our Constitution does not contain 
the absurdity of giving power to make laws, and another power to resist them. 
The sages whose memory will always be reverenced, have given us a practical, 
and, as they hoped, a permanent constitutional compact. The Father of his 
country did not affix his revered name to so palpable an absurdity. Nor did 
the States, when they severally ratified it, do so under the impression that a 
veto on the laws of the United States was reserved to them, or that they could 
exercise it by implication. Search the debates in all their conventions,-examine 
the speeches of the most zealous opposers of Federal authority,-look at the 
amendments that were proposed,-they are all silent, not a syllable uttered, not 
a vote given, not a motion made, to correct the explicit supremacy given to the 
laws of the Union over those of the States, or to show that implication, as is now 
contended, could defeat it. No, we have not erred! The Constitution is still 
the object of our reverence, the bond of our Union, our defence in danger, the 
source of our prosperity in peace. It shall descend, as we have received it, 
uncorrupted by sophistical construction, to our posterity; and the sacrifices of 
local interest, of State prejudices, of personal animosities, that were made to 
bring it into existence, will again be patriotically offered for its support. 

The two remaining objections made by the ordinance to these laws, are, that 
the sums intended to be raised by them are greater than are required, and that 
the proceeds will be unconstit1,1tionally employed. 

The Constitution has given, expressly, to Congress, the right of raising 
revenue, and of determining the sum the public exigencies will require. The 
State~ have no control over the exercise of this right, other than that which 
results frqm the power of changing the representatives who abuse it, and thus 
procure redress. Congress may, undoubtedly, abuse this discretionary power, 
but the same may be said of others with which they are vested. Yet the discre­
tion niust exist somewhere. The Constitution has given it to the representatives 
of all the people, checked by the representatives of the States and by the exec­
utive power. The South Carolina construction gives it to the legislature or the 
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convention of a single State;where neither the people of the different States, 
nor the States in their separate capacity, nor the chief magistrate elected by the 
people, have any representation. Which is the most discreet disposition of the 
power? I do not ask you, fellow-citizens, which is the constitutional disposi­
tion; that instrument speaks a language not to be misunderstood. But if you 
were assembled in general convention, which would fou think the safest depos­
itory of this discretionary power in the last resort: Would you add a clause 
giving it to each of the States, or would you sanction the wise provisions already 
made by your Constitution ? If this should be the result of your deliberations 
when providing for the future, are you, can you_ be ready, to risk all that we 
hold dear, to establish, for a temporary and a local purpose, that which you 
must acknowledge to be destructive, and even absurd, as a general provision? 
Carry out the consequences of this right vested in the different States, and you 
must perceive that the crisis your conduct presents at this day, would recur 
whenever any law of the United States displeased any of the States, and that 
we should soon cease to be a nation. 

The ordinance, with the same knowledge of the future that characterizes a 
former objection, tells you that the proceeds of the tax will be unconstitutionally 
applied. If this could be ascertained with certairrty, the objection would, with 
more propriety, be reserved for the law so applying the proceeds, but surely 
cannot be urged against the laws levying the duty. 

These are the allegations contained in the ordinance. Examine them 
seriously, my fellow-citizens,-judge for yoursf:llvs. I appeal to you to determine 
whether they are so clear, so convincing, as to leave no doubt of their correct­
ness ; and even if you should come to this conclusion, bow far they justify the 
reckless, destructive course which you are directed to pursue. Review these 
objections, and the conclusions drawn from them, once more. What are they? 
Every law, then, for raising revenue, according to the South Carolina ordinance, 
may be rightfully annulled, unless it be so framed as no law ever will or can be 
framed. Congress have l' right to pass laws for raising revenue, and each State 
have a right to oppose their execution-two rights ,lireetly opposed to each 
other; and yet is this absurdity su1;posed to be contained in an instrument 
drawn for the express purpose of av01ding collisions between the States and the 
general government, by an assembly of the most enlightened statesmen and 
purest patriots ever embodied for a similar purpose. 

In vain have these sages declared that Congress shall have power to lay and 
collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises-in vain have they provided that they 
shall have power to pass laws which shall be necessary and proper to carry those 
powers into execution, that those laws and that Constitution shall be the "su­
preme law of the land, and that the judges in every State shall be bound thereby, 
any thing in the Constitution or laws of any State to the contrary notwithstand­
ing." In vain have the people of the several States solemnly sanctioned these 
provisions, made them their paramount law, and individually sworn to support 
them whenever they were called on to execute any office. Vain provisioris ! 
ineffectual restrictions I vile profanation of oaths! miserable mockery of legisla­
tion !-if a bare majority of the voters in any one State may, on a real or sup­
posed knowledge of the intent with which a law has been passed, declare them­
selves free from its operation,-say here it gives too little, there too much, and 
operates unequally ;-here it suffers articles to be free that ought to be taxed;­
there it taxes those that ought to be free ;-in this case the proceeds are in­
tended to be applied to purposes which we do not approve ;-in that the amount 
raised is more than is wanted. Congress, it is true, are invested by the Consti­
tution with the right of deciding these questions according to their sound discre­
tion ; Congress is composed of the representatives of all the States, and of all 
the people of all the States; but we, part of the people of one State, to whom 
the Constitution has given no power on the subject, from whom it has expressly 
taken it away-we, who have solemnly agreed that this Constitution shall be our 
law-we, most of whom have sworn t-0 support it-we now abrogate this law, and 
swear, and force others to swear, that it shall not be obeyed-and we do this not 
because Congress have no right to pass such laws; this we do not allege, but be­
cause they have passed them with improper views. They are unconstitutional 
from the motives of those who passed them, which we can never with certainty 
know-from their unequal operation, although it is impossible, from the nature 
of things, that they should be equal-and from the disposition which we presume 
may be made of their proceeds, although that disposition has not been declared. 
This is the plain meaning of the ordinance in relation to laws which it abrogates 
for alleged unconstitutionality. But it does not stop there. It repeals, in ex-
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press terms, an important part of the Constitution itself, and of laws passed t-0 
give it effect, which have never been alleged to be unconstitutional. 

The Constitution declares that the judicial powers of the United States extend 
to cases arisinO' under the laws of the United States, and that such laws, the Con­
stitution, and "'treaties, shall be paramount to the State Constitutions and laws. 
The judiciary act prescribes the mode by which the case may be brought before a 
court of the United States, by appeal, when a State tribunal shall decide against 
this provision of the Constitution. The ordinance declares there shall be no ap­
peal-makes the State law paramount to the Constitution and laws of the United 
States-forces judges and jurors to swear that they will disregard their provisions; 
and even makes it penal in a suitor to attempt relief by appeal. It further de­
clares that it shall not be lawful for the authorities of the United States, or of that 
State, to enforce the payment of duties imposed by the revenue laws within its 
limits. 

Here is a law of the United States, not even pretended to be unconstitutional, 
repealed by the authority of a small majority of the voters of a single State. 
Here is a provision of the Constitution which is solemnly abrogated by the same 
authority. 

On such expositions and reasonin['s, the ordinance grounds not only an asser­
tion of the rio-ht to annul the laws of which it complains, but to enforce it by a 
threat of sece<lino-from the Union if any attempt is made to execute them. 

This rio-ht to s~cede is deduced from the nature of the Constitution, which, 
they say, is a compact between Sovereign States, who have preserved their whole 
sovereignty, and therefore, are subject to no su_perior; that, because they made 
the compact, they can break it when, in their opmion, it has been departed from 
by the other States. Fallacious as this course of reasoning is, it enlists State 
pride, and finds advocates in the honest prejudices of those who have not studied 
the nature of our government sufficiently to see the radical error on which it 
rests. 

The.people of the United States formed the Constitution, acting through the 
State legislatures in making the compact, to meet and discuss its provisions, and 
acting in separate conventions when they ratified those _provisions; but the 
terms used in its construction, show it to be a government m which the people 
of all the States,collectively,are represented. We are one people in the choice 
of President and Vice-President. Here the States have no other agency 
than to direct the mode in which the votes shall be given. The candidates hav­
ing the majority of all the votes are chosen. The electors of a majority of States 
may have given their votes for one candidate, and yet another may be chosen. 
The people then, and not the States, are represented in tl1e Executive branch. 

In the House of Representatives there is this difference, that the people of 
one State do not, as in the ease of President and Vice-President, all vote for 
the same officers. The people of all the States do not vote for all the members, 
each State electing only its own representatives. But this creates no material 
distinction. When chosen, they are all representatives of the United States, not 
representatives of the particular State from which they come. They are paid 
by the United States, not by the State; nor are they accountable to it for any 
act done in the performance of their legislative functions; and however they 
may in practice, as it is their duty to do, consult and prefer the interests of their 
particular constituents when they come in conflict with any other partial or local 
mterest, yet it is their first and highest duty, as representatives of the United 
States, to promote the general good. 

The Constitution of the United States then forms a government not a league; 
and whether it be formed by compact between the States, or in any other man­
ner, its character is the same. It is a government in which all the people are 
represented, which operates directly on the people individually, not upon the 
States-they retained all the power they did not grant. But each State having 
expressly parted with so many powers as to constitute, jointly with the other 
States, a single nation, cannot, from· that period, possess any right to secede, 
because such secession does not break a league, but destroys the unity of a na­
tion; and any injury to that unity is not only a breach which would result from 
the contravention of a compact, but it is an offence against the whole Union. 
To say that any State may at pleasure secede from the Union, is to say that the 
United States are not a nation, because it would be a solecism to contend that 
any part of a nation might dissolve its connection with the other parts, to their 
injury or ruin, without committing any offence. Secession, like any other revo­
lutionary act, may be morally justified by the extremity of oppression; but to 
eall it a constitutional right, is confounding the meaning of terms, and cau only 
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be done through gross error, or to deceive those who are willing to assert a right, 
but would pause before they made a revolution, or incur the penalties conse­
quent on a failure. 

Because the Union was formed by compact, it is said the parties to that com­
pact may, when they feel themselves aggrieved, depart from it; but it is precisely 
because it is a compact that they cannot. A compact is an agreement or binding 
obligation. It may by its terms have a sanction or penalty for its breach, or it 
may not. If it contains no sanction, it may be broken with no other consequence 
than moral guilt; if it have a sanction, then the breach incurs the designated or 
implied penalty. A league between independent nations, generally, has no sanc­
tion, other than a moral one; or if it should contain a penalty, as there is no 
common superior, it cannot be enforced. A government, on the contrary, 
always has a sanction, express or implied; and, in our case, it is both necessarily 
implied and expressly given. An attempt, by force of arms, to destroy a govern­
ment, is an offence, by whatever means the constitutional compact may have been 
formed; and such government has the right, by the law of self-defence, to pass acts 
for punishin~ the offender, unless that right is modified, restrained, or resumed 
by the constitutional act. In our system, although it is modified in the case of 
treason, yet authority is l.lxpressly given to pass all laws necessary to carry its 
powers into effect, and under this grant, provision has been made for punishing 
acts which obstruct the due administration of the laws. 

It would seem superfluous to add any thing to show the nature of that union 
which connects us; but, as erroneous opinions on this subject are the foundation 
of doctrines the most destructive to our peace, I must give some further devel­
opment to my views on this subject. No one, fellow-citizens, has a higher rev­
erence for the reserved ri&hts of the States, than the Magistrate who now addresses 
you. No one would make greater petsonal sacrifices, or official exertions, to 
defend them from violation ; but equal care must be taken to prevent, on their 
part, an improper interference with, or resumption of, the rights they have vested 
m the nation. The line has not been so distinctly drawn as to avoid doubts in 
some cases of the exercise of power. :i\1en of the best intentions and soundest 
views may differ in their construction of some parts of the Constitution ; but there 
are others on which dispassionate reflection can leave no doubt. Of this nature 
appears to be the assumed right of secession. It rests, as we have seen, on the 
alleged undivided sovereignty of the States, and on their having formed, in this 
sovereign capacity, a compact which is called the Constitution, from w hieh, be­
cause they made it, they have the right to secede. Both of these positions are 
erroneous, and some of the arguments to prove them so have been anticipated. 

The States severally have not retained their entire sovereignty. It has 
been shown that, in becoming parts of a nation, not members of a le~ue, 
they surrendered many of their essential parts of sovereignty. The right 
to make treaties-declare war-levy taxes-exercise exclusive judicial and 
legislative powers-were all of them functions of sovereign power. The States, 
then, for all these important purposes, were no longer sovereign. The alle­
giance of their citizens was transferred, in the first instance, to the govern­
ment of the United States-they became American citizens, and owed obedience 
to the Constitution of the United States, and to laws made in conformity with 
the powers it vested in Congress. This last position has not been, and cannot 
be denied. How, then, can that State be said to be sovereign and independent 
whose citizens owe obedience to laws not made by it, and whose magistrates are 
sworn to disregard those laws when they come in conflict with those passed by 
another? What shows conclusively that the States cannot be said to have re­
served an undivided sovereignty, is, that they expressly ceded the right to pun­
ish treason-not treason against their separate power-but treason against the 
Un:ted States. Treason is an offence against sovereignty, and sovereignty must 
reside with the power to punish it. But the reserved rights of the States are 
not less sacred because they have, for their collllllon interest, made the general 
government the depository of these powers. The unity of our political character 
(as has been shown for another purpose) commenced with its very existence. 
U uder the royal government we had no separate character; our opposition to its 
oppressions began as United Colonies, vVe were the United States under the 
confederation, and the name was perpetuated, and the Union rendered more 
perfect by the Federal Constitution. In none of these stages did we consider 
ourselves in any other light than as forming one nation. Treaties and alliances 
were made in the name of all. Troops were raised for the joint defence. How, 
then, with all these proofs, that, under all changes of our position we had, for 
designated purposes and with defined powers, created national governments-­
how is it, that the most perfect of those several modes of union should now be 
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considered as a men, leaITTie that may be dissolved at pleasure? It is from an 
abuse of terms. Compacl is used as synonomous with league, although the true 
term is not employed, because it would at once show the fallacy of the reason­
ing. It would not do to say that our Constitution was only a league, but it is 
labored to prove it a compact, (which in one sense it is,) and then to argue 
that as leaQ1le is a compact, every compact between nations must of course be 
a league, a~d that from such an engagement every sovereign power has a right 
to recede. But it has been shown that, in this sense, the States are not sov­
ereio-n, and that even if they were, and the national Constitution had been 
fornfed by comp.act, there would be no right in any one State to exonerate itself 
from its obligations. 

So obvious are the reasons which forbid this secession, that it is necessary only 
to allude to them. The Union was formed for the benefit of all. It was pro­
duced bv mutual sacrifices of interests ·and opinions. Can those sacrifices be 
recalled ? Can the States, who magnanimously surrendered their title to the 
territories of the West, recall the grant? Will the inhabitants of the inland· 
States ao-ree to pay the duties that may be imposed without their assent by those 
on the .Atlantic or the Gulf, for their own benefit ? Shall there be a free :port 
in one State, and onerous duties. in another ? No one believes that any nght 
exists in a single State to involve all the others in these and countless other evils 
contrary to engagements solemnly made. Every one must see that the other 
States, in self'-defence, must oppose it at all hazards. 

These are the alternatives that are presented by the Convention ; a repeal of 
all the acts for raising revenue, leaving the government without the means of 
support; or an acquiescence in the dissolution of our Union by the secession of 
one of its members. When the first was proposed, it was known that it could 
not be listened to for a moment. It was known, if force was applied to oppose 
the execution of the laws, that it must be repelled by force; that Congress could 
not, without involvin~ itself in disgrace, and the country in ruin, accede to the 
proposition; and yet if this is not done in a given day, or if any attempt is made 
to execute the laws, the State is, by the ordinance, declared µ> be out of the 
Union. _ The majority of a convention assembled for the purpose, have dic­
tated these terms, or rather this rejection of all terms, in the name of the people 
of South Carolina. It is true that the governor of the State speaks of the sub­
mission of their grievances to a convention of all the States, which, he says, 
they "sincerely and anxiously seek and desire." Yet this obvious and consti­
tutional mode of obtaining the sense of the other States on the construction of 
the federal compact, and amending it, if necessary, has never been attempted 
by those who have urged the State on to this destructive measure. The State 
might have proposed the call for a general convention to the other States ; and 
Congress, if a sufficient number of them concurred, must have called it. But 
the first magistrate of South Carolina, when he expressed a hope. that " on a 
review by Congress and the functionaries of the general government, of the 
merits of the controversy," such a convention will be accorded to them, must 
have known that neither Congress nor any functionary of the general govern­
ment, has authority to call such a convention, unless it be demanded by two 
thirds of the States. This suggestion, then, is another instance of the reckless 
inattention to the provisions of the Constitution with which this crisis has been 
madly hurried on; or of the attempt to persuade the people that a constitutional 
remedy had been sought and refused. If the le$1slature of South Carolina 
" anxiously desire " a g~ne~al conv.en~ion to consider thei: c?mplai_?ts, why 
have they not made application for 1t m the way the Const1tut10n pomts out ? 
Tb~ :'15Sertion that they " earnestly seek it," is completely negatived by the 
om1ss1on. 

This, then, is the position in which we stand. A small majority of the citizens 
of one State in the Union have elected delegates to a State convention ; that 
convention has ordained that all the revenue laws of the United States must be 
repealed, or that they are no longer a member of the Union. The governor of 
that State has recommended to the legislature the raising of an army to carry 
the secession into effect, and that he may be empowered to give clearances to 
vessels in the name of the State. No act of violent opposition to the laws has 
yet been committed, but such a state of things is hourly apprehended; and it is 
the intent of this instrument to Proclaim, not only that the duty imposed on me 
by the Constitution, "to take care that the laws be faithfully executed," shall 
be performed to the extent of the powers already vested in me by law, or of 
such others as the wisdom of Congress shall devise and entrust to me for that 
purpose, but to warn the citizens of South Carolina who have been deluded into 
an opposition to the laws, of the danger they will incur by obedience to the 
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illegal and disorganizing ordinance of the convention,-to exhort those who have 
refused to support it, to persevere in their determination to uphold the Consti­
tution and laws of their country,-and to point out to all the perilous situation 
into which the good people of that State have been led, and that the course they 
are urged to pursue is one of ruin and disgrace to the very State whose riiht.s 
they affect to support. 

Fellow citizens of my native State !-let me not only admonish you, as the First 
Magistrate of our common country, not to incur the penalty of its laws, but use 
the influence that a father would over his children whom he saw rushing to cer­
tain ruin. In that paternal language, with that paternal feeling, let me tell you, 
my countrymen, that yolJ. are deluded by men who are either deceived them­
selves, or wish to deceive you. Mark under what pretences you have been led 
on to the brink of insurrection and treason, on which you stand ! First, a dim­
inution of the value of your staple commodity, lowered by over production in 
other quarters, and the consequent diminution in the value of your lands, were 
the sole effect of the tariff laws. The effect of those laws was confessedly in­
jurious, but the evil was greatly exaggerated by the unfounded theory you were 
taught to believe, that its burthens were in proportion to your exports, uot to 
your consumption of imported articles. Your pride was roused by the assertion 
that a submission to those laws was a state of vassalage, and that resistance to 
them was equal, in patriotic merit, to the opposition our fathers offered to the 
oppressive laws of Great Britain. You were told that this opposition might be 
peaceably-might be constitutionally made-that you might enjoy all the ad­
vantages of the Union, and bear none of its burthens. Eloquent appeals to 
your passions, to your State pride, to your native courage, to your sense of real 
injury, were used to prepare you for the period when the mask, which concealed 
the hideous features of disunion, should be taken off. It fell, and you were 
made to look with complacency on objects which, not long since, you would have 
regarded with horror. Look back to the arts which have brought you to this 
state-look forward to the consequences to which it must inevitably lead ! Look 
back to what was first told you as an inducement to enter into this dangerous course. 
The great political truth was repeated to you, that you had the revolutionary 
right of resisting all laws that were palpably unconstitutional and intolerably 
oppressive-it was added that the right too nullify a law rested on the same 
prmciple, but that it was a peaceable remedy! This character which was given 
to it, ma<le you receive, with too much confidence, the assertions that were made 
of the unconstitutionality of the law and its oppressive effects. Mark, my fellow 
citizens, that by the admission of your leaders, the unconstitutionality must be 
palpable, or it will not justify either resistance or nullification ! What is the 
meaning of the word palpable, in the sense in which it is here used ? that which 
is ap.rarent to every one? th_at w!nch no man of ordinary intelle~t ~ill fail to 
perceive. Is the unconstitutionality of these laws of that description? Let 
those among your leaders who once approved and advocated the principle of 
protective duties, answer the question; and let them choose whether they will 
be considered as incapable, then, of perceiving that which must ·have been ap­
parent to every man of common understanding, or as imposing upon your con­
fidence, and endeavoring to mislead you now. In either case, they are unsafe 
guides, in the perilous path they urge you to tread. Ponder well on this cir­
cumstance, and you will know how to appreciate the exaggerated language they 
address to you. They are not champions of liberty emulating the fame of our 
Revolutionary Fathers; nor are you an oppressed people, contending, as they 
repeat to you, against worse than colonial vassalage. You are free members of 
a flourishing and happy Union. There is no settled design to oppress you. 
You have indeed felt the uneq_ual operation of laws which may have been un­
wisely, not unconstitutionally passed; but that inequality must necessarily be 
removed. At the very moment when you were madly urged ori to the unfor­
tunate course you have begun, a change in public opinion had commenced. 
The nearly approaching payment of the public debt, and the consequent ne­
cessity of a diminution of duties, had already produced a considerable reduction, 
and that, too, on some articles of general consumption in your State. The im­
portance of this change was underrated, and you were authoritatively told that 
no further alleviation of your burth1ms was to be expected, at the very time 
when the condition of the country imperiously demanded such a modification of 
the duties as should reduce them to a Just and equitable scale. But, as if ap­
prehensive of the effect of this change m allaying your discontents, you wero 
precipitated into the fearful state in which you now find yourselves. 

I have urged you to look back to the means that were used to hurry you on 
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to the position you have now assumed, and forward to the cons_cquences it will 
produce. Somethino-more is necessary. Contemplate ~he condit1011 of that coun­
try of which you stifl form an important part !-Consider its Government uniting 
in one bond of common interest and general protection so many different States­
giving to all their inhabitants the proud title of American Citizens-protecting 
their commerce-securino- their literature and their arts-facilitating their inter­
communication-defendiig their frontiers-and making their name respected in 
the remotest parts of the earth! Consider the extent of its territory, its in­
creasino-and happy population, its advance in arts, which render life agreeable, 
and th~ sciences which elevate the mind ! See education spreading the lights 
of religion, humanity, and general information into every cotta~e in this wide 
extent of our Territories and States! Behold it as the asylum where the 
wretched and the oppressed find a refuge and support ! Look on this picture of 
happiness and honor, and say, we, too, are citizens of America! Carolina is one 
of these proud States-her arms have defended, her best blood has cemented 
this happy Union ! And then add, if you can, without horror and remorse, this 
happy Union we will dissolve-this picture of peace and prosperity we will 
deface-this free intercourse we will intcrrupt--these fertile fields we will deluge 
with bJood-the i;>rotection of that glorious flag we renounce-the very name of 
Americans we discard. And for what, mistaken men ! for what do you throw 
away these inestimable blessings ? for what would you exchange your share in 
the advantages and honor of the Union? -For the dream of a separate inde­
pendence-a dream interrupted by bloody conflicts with your neighbors, and a 
vile dependence on a foreign power. If your leaders could succeed in estab­
lishing a separation, what would be your situation ? Are you united at home­
are you free from the apprehension of civil discord, with all its fearful conse­
quences? Do our neighboring republics, every day suffering some new rev­
olution, or contending with some new insurrection-do they excite your envy? 
But the dictates of a high duty oblige me solemnly to announce that you cannot 
succeed. The laws of the United States must be executed. I have no dis­
cretionary power on the subject--my duty is emphatically pronounced in the 
Constitution. Those who told you that you might peaceably prevent their 
execution, deceived you-they could not have been deceived themselves. They 
know that a forcible opposition cot11d alone prevent the execution of the laws, 
and they know that such opposition must be repelled. Their object is disunion ; 
but be not deceived by names: disunion, by armed force, is treason. Are you 
really ready to incur its guilt? If you are, on the heads of the instigators of the 
act be the dreadful consequences--on their heads be the dishonor, but on yours 
may fall the punishmcnt--on your unhappy State will inevitably fall all the evils 
of the conflict you force upon the Government of your country. It cannot accede 
to the mad project of disunion, of whieh you would be the first victims-its First 
Magistrate cannot, if he would, avoid the performance of his duty-the con­
sequence must be fearful for you, distressing to your fellow citizens here, and to 
the friends of good government throughout the world. Its enemies have beheld 
our prosperity with a vexation they could not conceal-it was a standino-refuta­
tion of their slavish doctrines, and they will point to our discord ~ith the 
triumph of malignant joy. It is yet in your power to disappoint them. There 
is yet time to show that the descendants of the Pinc:kncys, the Sumpters, the Rut­
ledges, and of the thousand other names which adorn the pan-es of your revolu­
tionary history, will not abandon that Union, to support whi~h so many of them 
fought, and bled and died. 

I adjure you, as you honor their memory-as you love the cause of freedom, 
to which they dedicated their lives-as you prize the peace of your country, the 
lives of its best citizens, and your own fair fame, to retrace your steps. Snatch 
from the archives of your State, the disorganizing edict of its Convention-bid 
its members to re-assemble, and promulgate the decided expressions of your will 
to remain in the path which alone can conduct you to safety, prosperity and 
honor. Tell them that, compared to disunion, all other evils are Jin-ht, because 
that brings with it an accumulation of all-declare that you will nc;;er take the 
field unless the star-spangled banner of your country shall float over you-that 
:i:ou will not be stigmatized when dead, and disho1;1or~d and scorned while you 
hve, as the authors of the first attack on the Const1tut10n of your country !-Its 
destroyers you cannot be. You may disturb its peace-you may interrupt the 
course of its prosperity-you may cloud its reputation for stability-but its 
tranquillity will be restored, its prosperity will return, and the stain upon its 
national character will be transferred, and remain l\n eternal blot on the memory 
of those who caused the disorder. 
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Fellow-citizens of the United States! The threat of unhallowed disunion­
the names of those once respected, by whom it is uttered-the array of military 
force to support it-denote the approach of a crisis in our affairs, on which the 
continuance of our unexampled prosperity, our political existence, and perhaps 
that of all free governments may depend. The conjuncture demanded a free, a 
full, and explicit enunciation, not only of my intentions, but of my principles of 
action ; and as the claim was asserted of a right by a State to annul the laws of 
the Union, and even to secede from it at pleasure, a frank exposition of my 
opinions in relation to the origin and form of our government, and the con­
struction I give to the instrument by which it was created, seemed to be proper. 
Having the fullest confidence in the justness of the legal and constitutional 
opinion of my duties, which has been expressed, I rely, with equal confidence, 
on your undivided support in my determination to execute the laws-to preserve 
the Union by all constitutional means--to arrest, if possible, by moderate but 
firm measures, the necessity of a recourse to force ; and, if it be the will of 
Heaven, that the recurrence of its primeval curse on man for the shedding of a 
brother's blood should fall upon our land, that it be not called down by any 
offensive act on the part of the United States. 

Fellow-citizens ! The momentous case is before you. On your undivided 
support of your government depends the decision of the great question it in­
volves, whether your sacred Union will be preserved, and the blessing it secures 
to us as one people, shall be ferpetuated. No one can doubt that the unanimity 
with which that decision wil be expressed, will be such as to inspire now confi­
dence in republican institutions, and that the prudence, the wisdom, and the 
courage which it will bring to their defence, will transmit them unimpaired and 
invigorated to our children. 

May the great Ruler of Nations graut that the signal blessings with which he 
has favored ours, may not, by the madness of party or personal ambition, be 
disregarded and lost; and may his wise Providence bring those who have pro­
duced this crisis to see the folly, before they feel the misery of civil strife; and 
inspire a returning veneration for that Union which, if we may dare to peneirate 
his designs, he has chosen as the only means of attaining the high destinies to 
which we may reasonably aspire. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of the United States to be 
hereunto affixed, having signed the same. with my hand. 

Done at the city of Washington, this 10th day of December, in the year 

[L. s.J of our Lord one thousand eizht hundred and thirty-two, and of the 
Independenceof the United mates the fifty-seventh. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 
BY THE PRESIDENT: 

EDW. LIVINGSTON, Secretary of State. 

No. 27. Suspending discriminating Duties as to 1Wechlenberg Schweiin. 
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BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 01!' AMERICA. April 2s, 1sai;. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS by an act of Congress of the United States, of the twenty-fourth Preamble ro­
of May, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-eight, entitled " An a.ct in citing act 'rela­
addition to an act entitled ' An act concerning discriminating duties of tonnage !ive_ to dis_crim­
and impost,' and to equalize the duties on Prussian vessels and their cargoes," mating duues. 
it is provided, that upon satisfactory evidence being given to the President of 1828, ch. 111. 
the United States by the government of any foreign nation, that no discriminat- Vol. iv. p. 308, 
ing duties of tonnage or impost are imposed or levied in the ports of the said 
nation, upon vessels wholly belonging to citizens of the United States, or upon 
the produce, manufactures, or merchandise, imported in the same, from the 
United States, or from any foreign country, tbe President is hereby authnrized 
to issne his proclamation, declarin1;1, that the foreign discriminating duties of 
tonnage and impost, within the Umted States, are and shall be suspended and 
discontinued, so far as respects the vessels of the said foreign nation, and the 
produce, manufactures, or merchandise, imported into the United States, in the 
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same, from the said foreign nation, or from any other foreign country ; the said 
suspension to take effect from the time of such notification being given to the 
Presiden_t of the United States, and to continue so long as the reciprocal ex­
emption of vessels belonging to citizens of the United States, and their cargoes, 
as aforesaid, sh.all be continued, and no longer. 

Reciting acts And whereas, satisfactory evidence has lately been received by me from His 
of Mec~lenburg Royal Highness· the Grand Duke of Mechlenberg Schwerin, through an official 
Schwerm. communication of Leon Herckenrath, his consul at Charleston, in the United 

States, under date of the thirteenth April, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-five, that no discriminating duties of tonnage or impost are imposed or 
levied in the ports of the Grand Duchy of Mechlenberg Schwerin, upon vessels 
wholly belonging to citizens of the United States, or upon the produce, 
manufactures, or merchandise imported in the same from the United States 
or from any foreign country. 

Discriminatin Now, ~herefore, I, ANDREW JACKSO~, President of t_he U!lit~d. S~tes 
duties on vessel~ of America, do hereby declare and proclaim, that the foreign d1scrimrnatrng 
and c'.\rgoes of duties of tonnage and impost within the United States are and shall be sus­
Mechlenberg pended and discontinued, so far as respects the vessels of the Grand Duchy of 
Schwe,in, sus- Mechlenberg Schwerin, and the produce, manufactures, or merchandise, im-
1:&dt, .rr01r::35 ported into the United States, in the same, from the said Grand Duchy, or from 

pn ' • any other foreign country ; the said suspension to t.ake effect from the thirteenth 
day of April, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-five, above mentioned, and 
to continue so long as the reciprocal exemption of vessels, belonging to citizens 
of the United States and their cargoes, as aforesaid, shall be continued, and no 
longer. 

Given under my hand, at the city of Washington, the twenty-eighth day 
of April, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 

[L. s.J thirty-five, and of the independence of the United States the fifty­
ninth. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 
BY THE PRESIDENT : 

JOHN FORSYTH, &cretary of State. 

No. 28. Suspending discriminating Duties as to Tuscany. 

Sept. 1, 1836. BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Preamble re- WHEREAS, by an act of Congress of the United States, of the twenty-fourth 
c_iting a".t r_el~ of May, one thousand ei"ht hundred and twenty-eight, entitled "An act in addi­
tiv~ to ls_cpmi- tion to an act entitled ' An act concerning discriminating duties of tonnage and 
natrng uties. impost,' and to equalize the duties on Prussian vessels and their cargoes," it is 

1828, ch. lll. provided, that upon satisfactory evidence being given to the President of the 
. United States, by the government of any foreign nation, that no discriminatin" 

Vol. iv. P· 308- duties of tonnage or impost are imposed or levied, in the ports of the said nation~ 
upon vessels wholly belonging to citizens of the United States, or upon the prod­
uce, manufactures, or merchandise imported in the same from the United 
States, or from any foreign country, the President is hereby authorized to issue 
his proclamation, declaring that the foreign discriminating duties of tonnarre and 
impost within the United States, are and shall be suspended and discontinued, 
so far.as respects the vessels of the said foreign nation, and the produce, manu­
factures, or merchandise imported into the United States, in the same, from the 
said foreign nation, or from any other foreign country; the said suspension to 
take effect from the time of such notification being given to the President of the 
United States, and to continue so long as the reciprocal exemption of vessels, 
belonging to citizens of the United States, and their cargoes, as aforesaid, shall 
be continued, and no longer. 

Reciting acts And whereas satisfactory evidence has lately been received by me, from the 
of Tuscany. government of His Imperial and Royal Highness the Grand Duke of Tuscanv, 

through an official communication of Baron Lederer, the Consul-General of His 
Imperial and Royal Highness in the United States, under date of the sixth day 
of August, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-six, that no discriminating 
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duties of tonnage or impost are imposed or levied, in the ports of Tuscany, upon 
vessels wholly belonging to citizens of the United States, or upon the produce, 
manufactures, or merchandise imported in the same from the United States, or 
from any foreign country. 

Now, therefore, I, ANDREW JACKSON, President of the United States of Declares the 
America, do hereby declare and proclaim, that the foreign discriminating duties dis~riminating 
of tonnage and ifnpost within the United States are and shall be suspended and duties, sohfar as . . G D f T respects t e ves-d1scontmued, so far as respects the vessels of the rand ukedom o uscany, sels of Tuscany 
and the produce, manufactures, or merchandise, imported into the United States suspended. ' 
in the same, from the said Grand Dukedom, or from any other foreign country ; 
the said suspension to take effect from the sixth day of August, one thousand From 6th Au­
eight hundred and thirty-six, above mentioned, and to continue so long as the guat, 1836• 
l'eciprocal exemption of vessels belonging to citizens of the United States, and 
their cargoes, as aforesaid, shall be continued, and no longer. 

Given under my hand, at the city of Washington, the first day of Sep-
- tember, in the yea, of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 

[L. s.J thirty-six, and of the independence of the United States the sixty­
first. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 
BY THE PRESIDENT : 

JOHN FORSYTH, Secretary of State. 

No. 29. Convening an extra Session of Congress. 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMJ<~RICA. May 15, 1ss'i. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS great and weio-hty matters claiming the .consideration of the Con- Congress to 
gress of the United States, form an extraordinary occasion for convening them, ionv~e ~nth_~ 
I do,. by these pr~sents, appoi?t the first Monday ?~ September ne:x:t, for their S~~te;ber? 1 

meetmg at the city of W ashmgton ; hereby req_mrmg the respective senators 
and representatives, then and there to assemble m Congress, in order to receive 
such communications as may then be made to them, and to consult, and deter-
mine on such measures as in their wisdom may be deemed meet for the welfare 
of the United States. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of the United States to be here­
unto affixed, and signed the same with my hand. 

Done at the city of Washington, the fifteenth day of May, in the year of 
[L 8 ] our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven, and of the 

• • independence of the United States the sixty-first. 

MARTIN VAN BUREN. 
BY THE PRESIDENT: 

JOfu~ FORSYTH, Secretary of State. 

No. 30. Suspending Tonnage Dut9 on Greek Vessels. 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. June 14, 1837. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS by the third section of the aet of Congress of the United States, Preamble that 
of the thirteenth of July, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-two, entitled President is au­
" An act concerning tonnage duty on Spanish vessels," it is provided, that when- ~horized to abol­
ever the President shall be satisfied that the discriminating duties or counter- ~~h tonnage du­
vailing duties of tonna~e levied by any foreign nation on the ships or vessels of 

1
:· 32 h 207 the United States, shall have been abolished, he may direct that the tonnage V 

1 
.' c • 578 duty on the vessels of such nation shall cease to be levied in the ports of the O 

• iv. P· • 
United States : 
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Discriminating And whereas satisfactory evidence has lately been received from His Majesty, 
tonnage duties the Kino-of Greece tbat the discriminatincr duties of tonnage levied by said 
levied by Greece nation 0~ the ships ~r vessels of the United !State~, have been abolished: 
oH1Amben1?"h11 vdes- Now therefore, I MARTIN VAN BUREN, President of the United States, 
se ,, ,t o b e • , ' . d h J f h 

'I' d t do hereby declare and proclaim, that the tonnage uty on t e vesse s o t e 
onnage u y • b 1 • d • h f h on Greek vessels Kingdom of Greece shall, from this date, cease to e ev1e m t e ports o t e 

in U. S. port~ United States. 
slrn_ll cease to be Given under my hand at the city of W ashin~on, this fourtee_nth day of June, 
levied. A. D. 1837, and of the independence of the Umted States the sixty-first. 

MARTIN VAN BUREN. 
BY THE PRESIDENT: 

JOHN FORSYTH, Secretary of State. 

No. 31. Levying Tonnage Duty on Portuguese Vessels. 

Oct. 11, 183'1. BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE Ul\1ITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Preamble re- WHEREAS, by an act of Congress of the United States of the twenty-fifth of 
citing that ton- May, one thousand eio-ht hundred and thirty-two, entitled "An act to exempt 
nagc duty on the.vessels of Portucr~l from the payment of duties of tonnage," it was enacted 
vess~ls of l'.o:rtu-as follows: "No dnti~s upon tonnage shall be hereafter levied or collected of the 
1m1 1

: t,~?I's~on- vessels of the kingdom of Portugal: Provirled, always, That whenever the Pres­
buithe p::~fd;nt ident of the United States shall be satisfied that the vessels of the United States 
authorized to are subjected, in the ports of the kingdom of Portugal, to payment of any duties 
levy said duty. oftonnaO'e, he shall, by proclamation, declare the fact, and the duties now pay-

1832, ch. 104. able by ~essels of that kingdom, shall be levied and paid as if this act had not 
Vol. iv. p. 517. been passed." 
Vessels of u. s. And whereas sati,factory evidence has been received by me, not only that 

subjected !o ton- the vessels of the United States are subjected in the ports of the said kingdom 
nag: dr'P' m 

1 
of Portugal to payment of duties of tonnage, but that a discrimination exists in 

por so ortuga • respect to those duties against the vessels of the United States. 
Now, therefore, I, MARTIN VAN BUREN, President of the United States 

Ton?age duty of America, do hereby declare that fact, and proclaim, that the duties payable 
he~ceforth to be by vessels of the said kin()'dom of Porturral on the twentv-fifth day of May one 
levied on vessels h d • h h d d "' l h' ,OJ a1'1 h fi h b' l • • ' • of Portuo-aJ t ousan e1g t un re anc t 1rty-two, s I ence ort e evied and paid as 1f 

0 
• the said act of the twenty-fifth of .May, eighteen hundred and thirty-two, had not 

been passed. 
Given under my hand at the city of Washington, on the eleventh day of 

October, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven, and of the independence 
of the United States the sixty-second. 

M. VAN BUREN. 
BY THE PRESIDENT : 

JOHN FORSYTH, Secretary of State. 

No. 32. Enjoining Neutral,ity as to Canada. 

Jan. 5, 1838. BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

A PROCLAMATION . 

. freamble as to WHEREAS information havino- been received of a danrrerous excitement on 
?1ttiz~ns. of ~- S. the northern frontier of the Unit~d States, in consequence 

0
of the civil war be<run 

m er,enn" m • C <l d. . . . . o 
civil war 0 in In ana ~' an mstru~t101;s havmi been given to the Umted States officers on 
Canndn.. !hat frontier, and apphcat10ns havu~g been made to the governors of the arijoin­

mg States. to prevent any unlawful mterference on the part of our citizens in the 
conte~t unfortunately commenced in the British Provinces: additional information 
has just been received, that, notwithstanding the proclamations of the governors 
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of the States of New York and Vermont, exhorting their citizens to refrain from 
any unlawful acts within the territory of the United States ; and notwithstanding 
the presence of the civil officers of the United States, who, by my directions, 
have visited the scenes of commotion with a view of impressing the citizens with 
a proper ser.se of their duty, the excitement, instead of being appeased, is every 
day increasing in degree-that arms and munitions of war, and other su:eplies, 
have been procured by the insurgents in the United States-that a nnlitary 
force, consisting in part, at ieast, of citizens of the United States, had been 
actually organized, had congregated at Navy Island, and were still in arms under 
the command of a citizen of the United States, and that they were constantly 
receiving accessions and aid. 

785 

Now, therefore, to the end that the authority of the laws may be maintained, 
and the faith of.treaties observed, I, MARTIN VAN BUREN, do most earnestly 
exhort all citizens of. the United States who have thus violated their duties, to 
return peaceably to their respective homes ; and I hereby warn them, that any 
persons who shall compromit the neutrality of this government by interfering in 
an unlawful manner with the affairs of the neighboring British Provinces, will 
render themselves liable to arrest and punishment under the laws of the United Liable ~o arrest 
States, which will be rigidly enforced; and, also, that they will receive no aid or and pumshment. 
countenance from their government into whatever difficulties they may be 
thrown by the violation of the laws of their country, and the territory of a nei3l:;.. 
boring and friendly nation. 

Given under my hand at the city ofW ashington, the fifth day of January, 

[
L .] A. D. one tho_usand eight hundred a~d thirty-eight, and the sixty-
• s second of the mdependence of the United States. 

:M. VAN BUREN. 
BY THE PRESIDENT: 

JOHN FORSYTH, Secretary of State. 

No. 33. Enjoining Neutrality as to Canada. 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF MIERICA. Nov. 21, 1838• 

A PROCLAMATION. 
,vnEREAs there is too much reason to believe that citizens of the United l'rearnbleasto 

States, in disregard of the solemn warning heretofore given to them by the proc- invdasiobn ~ft· Ca· 
I • • d b th E • f h l d b • na a y CJ 1zens amations issue y e xecut1ve o t e genera government, an y some of of United States. 
the governors of the States, have combined to disturb the peace of the dominions • 
of a neighbcrin,e and friendly nation, and whereas information has been given 
to me, derived 1rom official and other sources, that many citizens in different 
parts of the United States are associated or associating for the same purpose: 
and whereas disturbances have actually broken out anew in different parts of 
the two Canadas: and whereas a hostile invasion has been made by citizens 
of the United States, in conjunction with Canadians and others, who, after 
foreibly seizing upon the property of their peaceful neighbor for the :purpose 
of effocting their unlawful designs, are now in arms agamst the authonties of 
Canada, in perfect disregard of their obligations as American citizens, and of 
the obligations of the government of their country to foreign nations. 

Now, therefore, I have thought it necessary and proper to issue this proda- Citizens of U. 
mation, calling upon every citizen of the United States neither to give counte- S. w~rned no\ to 
nance nor encouragement of any kind to those who have thus forfeited their claim coun enance 1 

• 

to the protection of their country; upon those misguided or deluded persons who 
are engaged in them, to abandon projects dangerous to their own country, fatal 
to those whom they profess a desire to relieve, impracticable of execution with-
out foreign aid, which they cannot rationally expect to obtain, and giving rise to 
imputations (however unfounded) upon the honor and good faith of their. own 
government; upon every officer, dvil or military, and upon every citizen; by 
the veneration due by all freemen to tee laws which they have assisted to enact 
for their own government; by his regard for the honor and reputation of bis 
country; by h1s love of order and respect for the sacred code of laws by which 
national intercourse is regulated ; to use every effort in his power to arrest for 
trial and punishment every offender against the laws providing for the per-
formance of our obligations to the other powers of the world. And I hereby And those en­
warn all those who have engaged in these criminal enter]'rise1-, if per~i$ted in, gaged in itwarn-

VOL. XI. APP.-102 
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ed that the Gov-that, whatever may be the condition to which they may be reduced, they must 
eru~ent of the not expect the interference of this government, in any form on their behalf; but 
~ill~~fi~::'rere :will be left, r~proache~ bY. every virtuous fellow-citizen, to b«: ~ealt with accoi:I­
in their behalf. mg to the policy and Justice of that government whose domm1ons they have, m 

defiance of the known wishes of their own government, and without the shadow 
of justification or excuse, nefariously invaded. 

Given under my hand at the city of Washington, the twenty-fust day of 
November, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 

[L. s.J thirty-eight, and the sixty-third -0f the independence of the United 
States. 

M. VAN BUREN. 
BY THE PRESIDENT: 

JOHN FORSYTH, Secretai-y of State. 

No. 34. Oonvening an Extra Session of Oongress. 

March 17, 1841, BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Congress to WHEREAS sundry important and weighty matters, principally growing out of 
convene on Mon-the condition of the revenue and finances ofthe country, appear to me to call 
ff Y the 3l8t of for the consideration of Congress at an earlier day than its next annual session, 

ay, 184 
• and thus form an extraordinary occasion, such as renders necessary, in-my judg­

ment, the convention of the two Houses as soon as may be practicable, I do 
therefore, by this my proclamation, convene the two Houses of Congress to meet 
in the Capit-01 at the city of Washin~ton, on the last Monday, being the thirty­
first day of May next. And I reqmre the respective senators and representa­
tives then and there to assemble, in order to receive such information respecting 
the state of the Union, as may be given to them, and to devise and adopt such 
measures as the good of the country may seem to them, in the exercise of their 
wisdom and discretion, to require. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of the United States to be 
hereunto affixed, and signed the same with my hand. Done at the city 

LL· s.] of Washington, the seventeenth day of March, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty-one, and of the inde­
pendence of the United States the sixty-fifth. 

W. H. HARRISON. 
BY THE PRESIDENT : 

DANIEL 'WEBSTER, Secretary of State. 

No. 35. Enjoining Neutfal,itg as to Oanada. 

Sept. 25, 1841. BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

A PROCLAMATION . 

. Pr~tmf10 ree:it- WHEREAS it has come to the knowledge of the government of the United 
~~s :av~sb~~!-StaU;s that sundry secret lodges, clubs, or associations exist on the northern 
formed for the frontier.; that the members of these lodges are bo_u_nd together by secret oaths ; 
purpose of 1!1ak-that they have collected fire-arms, and other military mat,nials and secreted 
mg I;1wle:'5 m- them in sundry ;places; and that it is their purpose to violate th; laws of their 
curs1ons mto try b k 'lita d l 1 • • h • Canada, &c. ~oun , Y ~a . mg m1 ry an . aw e~ mcurs1ons1 w en opportumty shall offer, 

mto the !e1;1tones of a power ";th which the Umted States are at peace, and 
whereas 1t 1s known that travellmg agitators, from both sides of the line visit 
~hese lodges, and harangue the members in secret meeting, stimulating th~m to 
illeg31l acts; and whereas the same_ persons are known to levy contributions, on 
the ignorant and credulous, for their own benefit, thus supporting and enriching 
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themselves by the basest means; and whereas the unlawful intentions of the 
members of these lodges have already been manifested in an attempt to destroy 
the lives and property of the inhabitants of Chippewa, in Canada, and the public 
property of the British government there being : 

Now, therefore, I, JOHN TYLER, President of the United States, do issue Persons con­
this my proclamation, admonishing all such evil-minded persons of the condign cerned in these 
punishment which is certain to overtake them ; assuring them that the laws of jllegal proceed­
the United States will be rigorously executed against their illegal acts ; and that 1}g~;re warned 
if in any lawless incursion into Canada they fall into the hands of the British ~uei,ies°~!dex­
authorities, they will not be reclaimed as American citizens, nor any interference horted ~ ·desist. 
made by this government in their behalf. And I exhort all well-meaning but 
deluded persons who may have joined these lodges, immediately to abandon 
them, and to have nothing more to do with their secret meetings, or unlawful 
oaths, as they would avoid serious consequences to themselves. And I expect 
the intelligent and well-disposed members of the community to frown on all these 
unlawful combinations, and illegal proceedings, and to assist the government in 
maintaining the peace of the country, against the mischievous consequences of 
the acts of these violators of the law. 

Given under my hand, at the city of Washington, the 25th day of Sep­
[L 

8 
J tember, A. D. 1841, and of the independence of the United States 

• • the sixty-sixth. 
JOHN TYLER. 

fly THE PRESIDENT: 
DANIEL WEBSTER, Secretary of State. 

No. 36. Revoking the Exequatur of the Spanish Consul at New Orleans. 

ZACHARY TAYLOR, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF Jan. 4, 1860. 
AMERICA. 

To all whom it may concern : 

AN exequatur having been ~ranted to Senor Carlos de Espana, bearing date 
the 29th October, 1846, recogmzing him as the consul of Her Catholic Majesty 
at the port of New Orleans, and declaring him free to exercise and enjoy such 

Preamble. 

functions, powers, and privile<>es as are allowed to the consuls of the most 
favored nations in the United §tates: These are now to declare, that I do no Exequn.tur of 
longer recognize the said Carlos de Espana, as consul of Her Catholic Majesty Seiio:, Carlos do 
in any part of the United States; nor permit him to exercise and enjoy any of Esf'";'\ RS_ cont 
the functions, powers, or privile~es, allowed to the consuls of Spain ; and I do· N'~wo o,~aa~~• ~ 
hereby whoUy revoke and annul the said exequatur heretofore given; and do voked. ' 
declare tho same to be absolutely null and void from this day forward. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused these letters to be made patent, and 
[L. s.] the seal of the United States of America to be hereunto affixed. 

Given under IllY hand, this fourth day of January, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, and of the independence of the 
United States the seventy-fourth. 

Z. TAYLOR. 
BY THE PRESIDENT: 

JOHN M. CLAYTON, Secretai-y of State. 

No. 37. Respecting an apprehended Invasion of Cuba. 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: April 25, 1851. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS there is reason to believe that a military expedition is about to be 
fitted out in tl;te United States with intention to invade the Island of Cuba, a 
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colony of Spam, with which this country is at peace ; aud wher~as it is believed 
that this expedition is instigated and set on foot chiefly by foreigners who dare 
to make our shores the scene of their guilty and hostile preparatio·ns against a 
friendly power; and seek by falsehood and misrepresentation t? seduce our own 
citizens, especially the young and inconsiderate, into their wicke~ schemes,--;­
an un«rateful return for the benefits conferred upon them by this people, m 
permitting them to make our country an asylum from oppression,-and in fla­
grant abuse of the hospitality thus extended to them: 

And whereas such expeditions can only be regarded as adventures for plunder 
aud robbery, and must meet the condemnation of the civilized world, whilst they 
are derogatory to the character of our country,-in violation of the laws of 
nations,-and expressly prohibited by our own. Our statutes declare " that if 
any person shall, within the territ-0ry or jurisdiction of the United States, begin 
or set on foot, or provide or prepare the means for, any military expedition or 
enterprise, to be carried on from thence against the territory or dominions of 
any foreign prince or state, or of any colony, district, or people, with whom the 
United States are at peace, every person, so offending, shall be deemed guilty 
of a high misdemeanor, and shall be fined not exceeding three thousand dollars, 
and imprisoned not more than three years: " 

Now, therefore, I have issued this my Proclamation, warning all persons who 
shall connect themselves with ar:y such enterprise or expedition in violation of 
our laws and national obligations that they will thereby subject themselves to 
the heavy penalties denounced against such offences, and will forfeit their claim 
to the protection of this government, or any interference in their behalf, no mat­
ter to what extremities they may be reduced in consequence of their illegal con­
duct. And therefore I exhort all good citizens, as they regard our national 
reputation, as they respect their own laws and the laws of nations, as they value 
the blessings of peace and the welfare of their country, to discountenance, and, 
by all lawful means, prevent any such enterprise ; and I call upon every offi­
cer of this government, civil or military, to use all efforts in his power, to arrest 
for trial and punishment every such offender against the laws of the country. 

Given under my hand, the twenty-fifth day of April, in the year of our 
[L s] Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, and the seventy-

• • fifth of the Independence of the United States. 
MILLARD FILLMORE. 

BY THE PRESIDENT: 

W. S. DERRICK, Acting Secretary of State. 

No. 38. Oall of an extraordinary Session of the Senale. 

Feb. 25, 1853. BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Pr~amble re- THE attention of the ~RESIDENT having been called to the proceedings of 
spectmg a for- Congress at the close of Its session, on the 4th of March, 1851, from which it 
mer precedent th t th ti"t t" 1 f h bod • and the • t b- app_ears a e cons u 10na term o t at y was held not to have expired 
Jishing n csn~w until 12 o'clock at noon of that day; and a notice havinrt been issued, agreeably 
one. to former usa;e 1 to convene the Senate at eleveg o'clock, A. M., on the 4th of 

March next, It IS apparent that such call is in conflict with the decision afore­
said: 

Now, therefore, as well for the purpose of removino-all doubt as to the lcaality 
of such_ call, as of establishing a precedent of what i~ deemed a proper mode of 
convenmg t.he Senate, I, MILLARD FILLMORE, President of the United 
State~, have considered it to be my duty to issue this my Proclamation, revok­
mg said call, and ~ereby declaring that an extraordinary occasion requires the 
Senate of the Umted States to convene for the transaction of business at the 
capitol, ~n the city of Washington, on _Friday, the 4th day of March next, at 
twelve o clock, at noon of that day, of which all who shall at that time be entitled to 
act as members of that body are hereby required to take notice. 
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Given under my hand and the seal of the United States, at Wasbmg­
[L 8 ] ton, this 25th day of February, A. D. 1853, and of the Indepen-

• • dence of the United States the seventy-seventh. 
:MILLARD FILLMORE. 

BY THE PRESIDENT: 
EDWARD EVERETT, Secntary of State. 

No. 39. Privileges of Act of 1845, ch. 70, 9iven to certain Places. 

789 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: July 2, 1855• 

A PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS the Act of Congress of the 28th of September, 1850, entitled 1s5o, ch. 79. 
"An Act to create additional collection districts in the State of California, and Vol. ix. p. 508. 
to change the existing district therein, and to modify the existing collection dis-
tricts in the United States," extends to merchandise warehoused under bond, 
the privilege of being exported to the British North American Provinces ad-
joiumg the United States, in the manner prescribed in the Act of Congress of the 
3d of March, 1845, which designates certain frontier ports through which mer- 1845, ch. 70, § 7. 
chandise may be exported, and further provides" that such other ports situated Vol. v. Jl. 751. 
on the frontiers of the United States adjoining the British North American 
Provinces as may hereafter be found expedient, may have extended to them 
the like privileges on the recommendation of the Secretary of the Treasury 
and Proclamation duly made by the President of the United States, specially 
designating the ports to which the aforesaid privileges are to be extended:" 

Now, therefore, I, FRANKLIN PIERCE, President of the United States 
of America, in accordance with the recommendation of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, do hereby declare and proclaim, that the ports of Rouse's Point, Cape 
Vincent, Suspension Bridge, and Dunkirk, in the State of New York; Swanton, 
Alburg, and Island Pond, in the State of Vermont; Toledo, in the State of 
Ohio; Chicago, in the State of Illinois; Milwaukie, in the State of Wisconsin ; 
Michilimackinac, in the State of Michigan; Eastport, in the State of Maine; 
and Pembina, in the territory of :Minnesota, are and shall be entitled to all the 
privilecres in regard to the exportation of merchandise in bond to the British 
North American Provinces, adjoining the United States, which are ext0nded to 
the ports enumerated in the 7th section of the Act of Congress of the 3<1 of 
March, 1845, aforesaid, from and after the date of this Proclamation, 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of 
the United States to be afii.--;:ed. Done at the city of \Vashington, 
this 2d day of July, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 

[L. s.] hundred and fifty five, and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the seventy-ninth. 

FRANKLIN PIERCE. 
BY TIIE PRESIDENT : 

1V. L. MARCY, Secretary of State. 

No. 40. Respecting an apprehended Invasion of Nicaragua. 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF .Alv1ERICA: Dec. s, 1855. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS information has been received by me that sundry persons, citizens 
of the United States and others, residents therein, are preparing, within the 
jurisdiction of the same, to enlist, or enter themselves, or to hire or retain others 
to participate in military operations within the State of Nicaragua: 

Now, therefore, I, FRANKLIN PIERCE, President of the United States, 
do warn all persons against connecting themselves with any such enterprise or 
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undertaking as bein" contrary to their duty as good citizens and to the laws of 
their country and threatenin" to the pe-ace of the United States. 

I do furthe~ admonish all persons who may depart from the United States, 
either singly or in numbers, organiz~d or unorganized, _for any _such purpose, 
that they will thereby cease to be entitled to the protection of this gover~ment. 

I exhort all ~ood citizens to discounten_ance an~ prevent any s!1c_h d1srel?~­
table and crimmal undertaking as aforesaid, chargmg all officers, c1v1l and m1h­
tary, having lawful power_in the premis~s, to exercise the sam~ for the purpose 
of maintainino- the authonty and enforcmg the laws of the Umted States. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of 
the United States to be affixed to these presents. 

Done at the city of Washington, the eighth day of December, one thou-

[ ] 
sand eight hundred. an~ fifty-five, and of the Independence of the 

L. 8 • United States the eightieth. 
FRANKLIN PIERCE. 

BY THE PRESIDENT: 
W. L. MARCY, Secretary of State. 

No. 41. Newfoundl,and to have Benefits of Reciprocity Treaty. 

Dec. 12, 1855. BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

1854, ch. 269, § 2. WHEREAS, by the second section of an act of the Cpngress of the United 
Vol. x. p. 587 States approved the fifth day of August, one thousand eight hundred and fifty• 

four, entitled" An act to carry into effect a treaty between the United State, 
and Great Britain, signed on the fifth dal of June, eighteen hundred and fifty­
four," it is provided that whenever the island of Newfoundland shall give its 
consent to the application of the stipulations and provisions of the,said treaty to 
that province, and the legislature thereof, and the Imperial Parliament shall pass 
the necessary laws for that· purpose, grain, :flour, and breadstuffs of all kinds; 
animals of all kinds; fresh, smoked, and salted meats ; cotton wool ; seeds and 
vegetables ; undried fruits ; dried fruits ; fish of all kinds ; products of fish, and 
all other creatures living in the water; poultry ; eggs; hides, furs, skins, or tails 
undressed; stone or marble in its crude or unwrought state; slate; butter, 
cheese, tallow, lard; horns; manures; ores of metals of all kinds; coal; pitch, 
tar, turpentine; ashes; timber and lumber of all kinds, round, hewed and sawed, 
unmanufactured in whole or in part; fire wood, plants. shrubs, and trees; pelts; 
wool ; fish oil ; rice ; broom corn and bark ; gypsum, i,rround or unground ; hewn 
or wrought or unwrought burr or grindstones; dye-stuffs; flax, hemp, and tow, 
unmanufactured; unmanufactured tobacco; and rags-shall be admitted free 
of duty from that province into the United States, from and after the date of a 
proclamation by the President of the United States, declarin" that he has satis­
factory evidence that the said province has consented, in a du~ and proper man­
ner, to have the provisions of the treaty extended to it, and to allow the United 
States the f11.ll benefits of all the stipulations therein contained : 

And whereas I have saLisfactory evidence that the province of Newfoundland 
has consented, in a due and proper manner, to have the provisions of the afore­
said treaty extended to it, and to allow the United States the full benefits of all 
the stipulations therein contained, so far as they are applicable to that province : 

Now, therefore, I, FRANKLIN PIERCE, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby declare and proclaim that, from this date, the articles enumer­
ated in the preamble of this proclamation, beino-the growth and produce of the 
British North American colonies, shall be admitted from the aforesaid province 
of Newfoundland into the United States free of duty, so long as the aforesaid 
treaty shall remain in force. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my liand and caused the seal of the 
United States to be affixed to these presents. 
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Done at the city of Washington, the twelfth day of December, in the year 

[ 
s J of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, and of the 

L. • Independence of the United States the ei~tieth . 
.I! RANKLIN PIERCE. 

BY THE PRESIDENT : 
W. L. MARCY, Secretary of 'State. 

No. 42. Respecting Disturbances in Kansas Territory. 

791 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. Feb. 11• 1856• 

A PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS indications exist that public tranquillity and the supremacy of law 
in the Territory of Kansas, are endangered by the reprehensible acts or pur­
poses of persons, both within and without the same, who propose to direct and 
control its political organization by force :. It appearing that combinations have 
been formed thereip. to resist the execution of the Territorial laws, and thus, in 
effect, subvert by violence all present constitutional and legal authority: It also 
appearing that persons residing without the Territory, but near its borders, con­
template armed intervention in the affairs thereof: It also appearing that other 
persons, inhabitants of remote states, are collecting money, engaging men, and 
providing arms for the same purpose: And it further appearing that combinations 
within the Territory are endeavori1!&"> by the agency of emissaries and otherwise, 
to induce individual States of the union to intervene in the affairs thereof, in 
violation of the Constitution of the United States: 

.And whereas all such plans for the determination of the future institutions 
of the Territory, if carried into action from within the same, will constitute the 
fact of insurrection, and if from without, that of invasive aggression, and will, 
in either case, justify and require the forcible interposition of the whole pownr 
of the General Government, as well to maintain the laws of the Territorv as 
those of the Union: • 

Now, therefore; I, FRANKLIN PIERCE, President of the United States, do 
issue this my proclamation to command all persons engaged in unlawful combina­
tions against the constituted authority of the Territory of Kansas or of the United 
States, to disperse and retire peaceably to their respective abodes; and to warn 
all such persons that any attempted insurrection in said Territory, or aggressive 
intrusion into the same, will be resisted not only by the employment of the local 
militia, but also by that of any available forces of the United States; to the end 
of assuring immunity from violence and full protection to the persons, property, 
and civil rights of all peaceful and law-abiding inhabitants of the Territor}'. • 

If, in any part of the Union, t4e fury of faction or fanaticism, inflamed into 
disre~ard of the great principles of popular sovereignty, which, under the Con­
stitut10n, are fundaII]ental in the whole structure of our institutions, is to bring 
on the country the dire calamity of an arbitrament of arms in that Territory, it 
shall be between lawless violence on the one side, and conservative force on the 
other, wie1ded by legal authority of the General Government. 

I call on the citizens, both of adjoining and of distant States, to abstain from 
unauthorized intermeddlinCY in the local concerns of the Territory, admonishing 
them that its organic law

0

is to be executed with impartial justice; that all 
individual acts of illeCYal interference will incur condign punishment; and that 
any endeavor to intetvcne by organized force will be firmly withstood. 

I invoke all good citizens to promote order by rendering obedience to the law; 
to seek remedy for temporary evils by peaceful means; to discountenance and 
repulse the counsels and the instigations of agitators and of disorganizers; and 
to testify their attachment to their country, their pride in its greatness, their 
appreciation of the blessings they enjoy, and their determination that repub~iean 
institutions shall not fail in their hands, by co-operating to uphold the maJesty 
of the laws and to vindicate the sanctity of the Constitution. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the 
United States to be affixed to these presents. 
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Done at the city of Washington, the eleventh day of February, in the year 

[ ] 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty-six, and of the In-

L. s. dependence of the United States the eightieth. 

:FRANKLIN PIERCE. 
BY TUE PRESIDENT: 

W. L. MARCY, Secretary of Slate. 

No. 43. Revoking the Exequatur of the British Consul at New York. 

May2s,1so6. FRANKLIN PIERCE, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA. 

To all whom it may concern : 

Preamble. )VuEREAS by letters-patent, under tl1e seal of the United States, bearing date 
th~ second day of March, A. D. 1843, the President recognized Anthony Bar­
clay as consul of Her Britannic Majesty at New York, and declared him free to 
exercise and ·enjoy such functions, powers, and privileges as are allowed to the 
consuls of the most favored nations ; but, for good and sufficient reasons, it is 
deemed proper that he should no longer exercISe the said fuP.ctions within the 
United States: 

Exequatur of Now, therefore, be it known that I, FRANKLIN PIERCE, President of the 
Anthony Bar- United States of America, do hereby declare that the powers and privileges 
clay reYoked. conferred as aforesaid on the said Anthony Barclay, are revoked and annulled. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused these letters to be made patent, and the 
seal of the United States to be hereu!tto affixed. 

Given under my hand, at the city of Washington, the twenty-eighth day 
[L. s.J of May, A. D. 1856, and of the independence of the United States 

of America the 80th. 
FRANKLIN PIERCE. 

BY THE PRESIDENT : 
W. L. MARCY, Secretary of State. 

No. 44. Revoking the Exequatur of the British Consul at Philadelphia. 

May 28, 1856. FRANKLIN PIERCE, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA. 

To all whom it may concern : 

Preamble. WHEREAS by letters-patent, under the seal of the United States, bearing date 
the second day of August, A. D. 1853; the President recognized George Ben­
venuto Mathew as consul of' Her B1~tannic Majesty at Philadelphia, and declared 
him free to exercise and enjoy such functions, powers, and privileges as are 
allowed to the consuls of the most favored nations; but, for good and sufficient 
reasons, it is deemed proper that he should no longer exercise the said functions 
within the United Stat-es. 

Exequatur of Now, therefore, be it known that I, FRANKLIN PIERCE, President of the 
G. ~- d. lllathew Unitecl States of America, do hereby declare that the powers and privilecres con­
revo 

8 ferred as aforesaid on the said George Benvenuto Mathew, are revoked~nd an­
nulled. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused these letters to be made patent, and the 
seal of the United States to be hereunto affixed. 

Given under my hand, at the city of Yf ashingl:on, the twenty-eighth day 
[L. s.J of May, A. D. 1856, and of the mdependence of the United States 

of America the 80th. 

BY TU~; PRESIDENT: 
:FRANKLIN PIERCE. 

W. L. l\IARCY, Secretary of State. 
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No. 45. Revoking the Exequatur of the Briti'sh Consul at Cincinnati". 

FRANKLIN PIERCE, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF Mny28,1856. 
AMERICA. 

To all whom it may concern : 

·WHEREAS by letters-patent, under the seal of the United States, bearinrt Preamble. 
date the seventeenth day of August, A. D. 1852, the President recoO'nize<l 
Charles Rowcroft as consul of Her Britannic :Majesty at Cincinnati, and de~lared 
him free to exercise and enjoy such functions, powers, and privileges as are 
allowed to the consuls of the most favored nations ; but, for good and sufficient 
reasons, it is deemed proper that he should no lon<rer exercise the said fonctions 
within the United States: 

0 

Now, therefore, be it known that I, FRANKLIN PIERCE, President of the Exequatur of 
United States of America, do hereby declare that the powers and privileo-es con- Chftles Rtd­
ferred as aforesaid on the said Charles Rowcroft, are revoked and annul~d. cro revo e • 

In testimony whereof, I have caused these letters to be made patent, and the 
seal of the United States to be hereunto affixed. 

Given under my hand, at the city of W ashin..,ton, the twenty-eighth day 
[L. s.J of :May, A. D. 1856, and of the indepeni!ence of the United St.ates 

of America the 80th. 
FRANKLIN PIERCE. 

BY TIIE PRESIDENT: 

W. L. MARCY, Secretary of State. 

No. 46. Respecti'ng the Boundary with ~Mexico. 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERlCA. June 2, 1866. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS pursuant to the first article of the treaty between the United Vol. x. p. 1033. 
States and the Mexican Republic, of the thirtieth day of December, one thou­
sand eight hundred and fifty-three, the true limits between the territories of the 
contracting parties were declared to be as follows: 

"Retaining the same dividing line between the two Californias as already 
defined and established, according to the fifth article of the treaty of Guadalupe 
Hidalgo, the limits between the two republics shall be as follows: 

"Beginnino- in the Gulf of Mexico, three leagues from land, opposite the 
mouth of the

0 
Rio Grande, as provided in the fifth article of the treaty Qf 

Guadalupe Hidalgo; thence, as defined in the said article, up the middle of that 
river to the point where the parallel of 31 ° 4 7' north latitude crosses the same; 
thence due west one hundred miles; thence south to the parallel of 31 ° 20' 
north latitude; thence along the said parallel of 31 ° 201 to the 111th meridian 
of longitude west of Greenwich; thence in a straight line to a point on the 
Colorado River twenty English miles below the junction of the Gila and Colorado 
rivers; thence up the middle of the said Rivel: Colorado until it intersects the 
present line between the United States and Mexico:" 

And whereas, the said dividing line has been surveyed, marked out, and 
established, by the respective commissioners of the contracting parties, pursuant 
to the same article of the said treaty : 

Now, therefore, be it known, that I, FRANKLIN PIERCE, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby declare to all whom it may concern, that 
the line aforesaid shall be held and considered as the boundary between the United 
States and the Mexican Republic, and shall be respected as such by the United 
States and the citizens thereof. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of tl1e United States to be here­
unto affixed. • 

YOL. XI. Are.-10 l 
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Given under my hand, at the city of Washingto:1, this second day of Ju1;1e, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty-six, 

[L. s.J and of the Independence of the United States the eightieth. 

FRANKLIN PIERCE. 
BY THE PRESIDENT: 

W. L. MARCY, Secretary of State. 

No. 47. Calling an Extra Session of Congress. 

August 1s, 1856. BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE U1'1ITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

·wnEREAS whilst hostilities exist with various Indian tribes on the remote 
frontiers of the United States, and whilst in other respects the public peace is 
seriously threatened, Congress has adjourned without granting necessar1 suppli~s 
for the army, depriving the Executive ~f the power to pe~-form hIS ~uty m 
relation to the common defence and security, and an cxtraordmary occasion h~.s 
thus arisen for assembling the two Houses of Congress, I do, _ther_efore, by this 
IllJ proclamation, convene the said Houses to meet at the Cap1~l, m the city of 
Washin!!'ton, on Thursday, the twenty-first day of August, mstant, hereby 
requiring the respective Senators and Representatives then and there to assem­
ble, to consult and determine on such measures as the state of the Union may 
seem to require. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of the United States to be 
[SEAL,] hereunto affixed, and signed the same with my hand. 

Done at th~ city of Washington, the eighteenth day of August, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty-sixl and of the Independence 
of the United States the eighty-first. 

FRANKLIN PIERCE. 

BY ORDER: 

W. L. MARCY, Secretary of State. 

No. 48. Respecting taking the Sense of the Citizens of the .District of 
Columbia for or against the Adoption of the Gode prepared for the 
.Distrt'ct. 

Dec. 24, 185\'. BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: 

1855, ch. 174. 
Vol. x. p. 642. 

A PROCLA.lvIATION. 

!'7"HEREAS by an act of Congress approved March 8, 1855, entitled "An act 
to lll;Prove the laws of the District of Columbia, and to codify the same," the 
Pr~s1dent of the United States was directed t-0 appoint a time and place for 
taking the sense of the citizens of the District of Columbia for or ao-ainst the 
adoption of the Code prepared in pursuance of said act, and further to provide 
and proclaim the mode and rules of conducting such election :-

Now, therefore, be it known that I do hereby appoint Monday, the 15th day 
of February, 1858, as the day for taking the sense of the citizens of the District 
of Columbia, as aforesaid. 

The polls will be opened at nine o'clock, A. M., and closed at five o'clock, 
P. M. Every free white male citizen of the United States above the aO'e of 
twenty-one years, who shall have resided in the District of Columbia fo; one 
year next preceding the said fifteenth day of February 1858, shall be allowed 
to vote at said election. ' 

The voting shall be by ballot. Those in favor of the adoption of the Revised 
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Co<le will vote a ballot with the words "For the Revised Co<le " written or 
printed upon the same; and those opposed to the adoption of the said co<le will 
vote a ballot with the words "Against the Revised Code" written or printed 
upon the same. 

The places where the said election shall be held, and the judges who shall 
conduct and preside over the same will be as follows:-

For the .First "\Vard, in tlie city of Washington, at Samuel Drury's office, on 
Pennsylvania Avenue. Judges: Southey S. Parker, Terence Drury, and Al­
exander H. Mechlin. 

For the Second 1Vard, on 12th street, one _door above Pennsylvania Avenue. 
Judges: Charles L. Coltman, Charles J. Canfield, and Edward C. Dyer. 

For the Third Ward, near the corner of 9th street, between F and G, west 
of the Patent-Office. Judges : Valentine Harbaugh, Joseph Bryan, and Harvey 
Cruttenden. 

For the Fourth Ward, at the west end of City Hall. Judges: William A. 
Kennedy, John T. Clements, and Francis Mohun. 

For the Fift~ Ward, at the Columbia engine-house. Judges: Henry C. Purdy, 
Thomas Hutchmson, and Jas. A. Brown. 

For the Sixth "\Vard, at the Anacostia engine-house. Judges: John D. Brandt, 
George A. Bohrer, and George R. Ruff. 

For the Seventh Ward, at Island Hall. Judges: Samuel Pumphrey, James 
Espey, and John L. Smith. 

For Georgetown, at the Mayor's office. Judges: Edward Chapman, John L. 
Kidwell, and Wm. H. Edes. 

For that portion of the county of Washington which lies west of Rock Creek, 
at Conrad's tavern, in Tenallytown. Judges: Joshua Peirce, Charles R. Belt, 
and William D. C. Murdock. 

For that portion of said county which lies between Rock Creek and the East­
ern Branch of the Potomac, at Seventh street toll-gate. Judges: Thomas 
Blagden, Dr. Henry Haw, and Abner Shoemaker. 

And for that portion of said county which lies east of the Eastern Branch of 
the Potomac, at Goodho:pe Tavern. Judges: Selby B. Scaggs, Fenwick Young, 
and Dr. 1Vellford Mannmg. 

The judges presiding at the respcc-tive places of holding the elections shall be 
sworn to perform their duties faithfully; and. immediately after the close of the 
polls, they shall count up the votes and certify what number were given "For 
the Revised Code," and what number " Against the Revised Code ; " which cer­
tificates shall be transmitted within twenty-four hours t-0 the Attorney-General 
of the United States, who will report the same to me. 

Given under my hand this twenty-fourth day of December, A. D. eighteen 
[L. s.J hundred and fifty-seven, and of independence the eighty-second. 

JAMES BUCHANAN. 

No. 49. Respecting discriminating Duties of Tonna,qe and Impost upon 
Vessels and Gargoes of the Su"fo'ects of His Holiness, the Pope. 

795 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: Feb. 25, 1858. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS, by an act of Congress of the United States, of the twenty-fourth 1s2s, ch. 111. 
of May, one thousand eio-ht hundred and twenty-eight, entitled "An act in addi- Vol. iv. p. :;, 
tion to an act entitled 'An act concerning discriminating duties of tonnage and 
impost,' and to equalize the duties on Prussian vessels and their cargoes," it is 
provided, that upon satisfactory evidence beina- given to the President of the 
United States,. by the government of any foreig~ nation, that no discriminating 
duties of tonnage or impost are imposed or levied in the ports of the said nation 
upon vessels wholly belonging to citizens of the United States, or upon the 
produce, manufactures, or merchandise imported in the same from the United 
States, or from any foreio-n country, the President is thereby authorized to issue 
bis proclamation declarin°g that the foreign discriminating duties of tonnage and 
impost within the United States are, and shall be, suspended and discontinued, 
so far as respects the vessels of the said foreign nation, and the produce, manu-
factures, or merchandise imported into the United States in the same from the 
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said foreio-n nation or from any other foreirn country; the said suspension tc; 
take effecl from th~ time of such notification being given to the Pr~sident of the 
United States, and to continue so long as the reciprocal exempt10n o~ vessels 
belongi!lg to citizens of the United States, and their cargoes, as aforesaid, shall 
be contmued, and no longer: . 

And whereas satisfactory evidence has lately _been rece1".ed from the govern­
ment of his Holiness the Pope, through an official ~o!11mumc_ation addressed_ by 
Cardinal Antonelli, his secretary of state, to the m1mster resident of the U mte<l 
States at Rome, under date of the seventh day of December, one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-seven, that no discriminating duties of tonnage or impost 
are imposed or levied in the ports of the Pontifical States upon vessels wholly 
belonging to _citizens of t~e United States, or t1p~n the produce, manufactu:es, 
or merchandISe imported m the same from the Umted States, or from any foreign 
country: 

Now, therefore, I, JAl"\fES BUCHAN.Al~, President of the United States of 
.Aµierica, do hereby declare and proclaim that the foreign discriminating duties 
of tonnao-e and impost within the United States are, and shall be, suspended 
and disctntinued, so far as respects the vessels of the subjects of His Holiness 
the Pope, and the produce, manufactures, or merchandise imported into the 
United States in the same from the Pontifical States, or from any other foreign 
country; the said suspension to take effect from the seventh day of December, 
one thousand eicrht hundred and fifty-seven, above mentioned, and to continue 
so long as the r:ciprocal exemption of vessels belonging to citizens of the United 
States and their cargoes as aforesaid shall be continued, and no longer. 

Given under my hand, at the city of Washington, the twenty-fifth day 
of February, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 

[L. s.J and fifty-eight, and of the indetiendence of the United States the 
eighty-second. 

JAMES BUCHANAN. 
BY THE PRESIDENT: 

LEWIS CASS, Secretary of State. 

No. 50. Respecting the Rebellion and Mormon Troubles in the Territory 
of Utah. 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

,vnEREAS, the Territory of Utah was settled by certain emigrants from the 
States, and from foreign countries, who have for several years past manifested 
a spirit of insubordination to the constitution and laws of the United States. 
The great mass of those settlers, acting under the influence of leaders to whom 
they seem to have surrendered their judgment, refuse to be controlled by any 
other authority. They have been often advised to obedience, and these friendly 
counsels have been answered with defiance. The officers of the federal govern­
ment have been driven from the Territory for no offence but an effort to do their 
sworn duty. Others have been prevented from goin~ there by threats of assas­
sination. Judges have been violently interrupted m the performance of their 
functions, and the records of the courts have been seized and either destroyed or 
concealed. Many other acts of unlawful violence have been perpetrated, and 
the right to repeat them has been openly claimed by the leading inhabitants, with 
at least the silent acquiescence of nearly all the others. Their hostility to the 
lawful government of the country has at length become so violent that no officer 
bearing a commission from the Chief Magistrate of the Union can enter the Ter­
ritory or remain there with safety; and all the officers recently appointed have 
been unable to go to Salt Lake or anywhere else in Utah beyond the immediate 
power of the army. Indeed, such is believed to be the condition to which a 
strange system of terrorism has brought the inhabitants of that region, that no 
one among them could express an opinion favorable to this government, or even 
propose to obey its laws, without exposing his life and property to peril. 

After carefully considering this state of affairs, and maturely weighing the 
oblia:ation I was under to see the laws faithfully executed it seemed to me riP-ht 
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and proper that I should make such use of the military force at my disposal as 
might be necessary to protect the federal officers in going into the Territory of 
Utah, and in performing their duties after arriving tl,ere. I accordingly or­
dered a detachment of the army to march for the City of Salt Lake, or within 
reach of that place, and to act in case of need as apo.~se for the enforcement of 
the laws. But, in the mean time, the hatred of that misguided people for the 
just and legal authority of the government had become so intense that they 
resolved to measure their military strength with that of the Union. They have 
organized an armed force far from contemptible in point of numbers, and 
trained it, if not with skill, at least with great assiduity and perseverance. 
\Vhile the troops of the United States were on their march, a train of baggagc­
wagons, which happened to be unprotected, was attacked and destroyed by a 
portion of the Mormon forces, and the provisions and stores with which the 
train was laden were wantonly burnt. In short, their present attitude is one of 
decided and unreserved enmity to the United States and to all their loyal citi­
zens. Their determination to oppose the authority of the government hy mili­
tary force has not only been expressed in words, but manifested in overt acts of 
the most unequivocal character. 

Fellow-citizens of Utah! this is rebellion against, the government to which you 
owe allegiance. It is levying war against the United States, and involves you 
in the guilt of treason. Persistence in it will bring you to condign punishment, 
to ruin, and t-0 shame; for it is mere madness to suppose that, with your limit,1d 
resources, you can successfully resist the force of this great and powerful nation. 

If you have calculated npon the forbearance of the United States-if yon 
have permitted yourselves to suppose that this government will fail to put forth 
its strength and bring you to snbmission-you have fallen into a grave mistake. 
You have settled upon territory which lies georrraphically in the heart of the 
Union. The land you live upon was purchased° by the United States and paid 
for out of their treasury ; the proprietary right and title to it is in them, and 
not in you. Utah is bounded on every side by States and Territories whose 
people are true to the Union. It is absurd to believe that they will or can per­
mit you to erect in their very midst a government of your own, not only inde­
pendent of the authority which they all acknowledge, but hostile to them and 
their interests. 

Do not deceive yourselves nor try to mislead others by propagatini the idea 
that this is a crusade against your religion. The constitution and laws of this 
country can take no notice of your creed, whether it be true or false. That is a 
question between your God and yourselves, in which I disclaim all right to inter­
fere. If you obey the laws, keep the peace, and respect the just rights of others, 
you will be perfectly secure, and may live on in your present faith or change it 
for another at your pleasure. Every intelligent man among you knows very 
well that this government has never, directly or indirectly, sought to molest you 
in your worship, t-0 control you in your ecclesiastical affairs, or even to influence 
you in your religious opinions. 

This rebellion is not merely a violation of your legal duty; it is without just 
cause, without reason, without e·xcuse. You never made a complaint that was 
not listened to with patience. You never exhibited a real grievance, that was 
not redressed as promptly as it could be. The laws and regulations enacted for 
your government by Congress have been equal and just, and their enforcement 
was manifestly necessary for your own welfare and happiness. You have never 
asked their repeal. They are similar in every material respect to the laws whinh 
have been passed for the other Territories of the Union, and which everywhere 
else (with one partial exception) have been cheerfully obeyed. No people ever 
lived who were freer from unnecessary legal restraints than you. .Human wis­
dom never devised a political system which bestowed more blessings or imposed 
lighter burdens than the government of the United States in its operation upoa 
the Territories. . 

But being anxious to save the effusion of blood, and to avoid the imliscrimi­
nate punishment of a whole people for crimes of which it is not p1·obable 
that all are equally guilty, I offer now a free and full pardon to all who will 
submit themselves to the authority of the federal government. If you refnse to 
accept it, let the consequences fall upon your own heads. But I conjure you to 
pause deliberately and reflect well before you reject this tender of peace anu 
good-will. 

Now, therefore, I, JAMES BUCHANAN, President of the United States, have 
thong-ht proper to issue this, my proclamation, enjoining upon all publtc officers 
in tlie Territory of Utah to be diligent and faithful, to the full extcr.t of their 
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power, in th(l execution of the laws;. commanding _all citizens of the Unite_d 
States in said Territory to aid and assist the officers m the performanc~ of their 
duties· offerino-to the inhabitants of Utah, who shall sub1mt to the laws, a free 
pardo~ for the 

0
seditions and tr~asons h_eretoforc b)'. the:n committed; warn\ng 

those who shall persist, after notice of this proclamation, m the_present rebellion 
aO'ainst the United States, that they must expect no further lemty, but look to be 
rigorously dealt with according to their deserts; and ~eclaring th~t the military 
forces now in Utah and hereafter to be sent there, will not be withdrawn until 
the inhabitants of tbat Territory shall manifest a proper sense of the duty which 
they owe to this government. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and caused the seal of 
the United States to be affixed to these presents. 

Done at the city of ,vashinO'ton, the sixth day of April, one thousand 
[L. s.J eight hundred and fifty-eight, and of the independence of the United 

States the eighty-second. 
JAMES BUCHANAN 

BY THE PRESIDENT : 

LEWIS CASS, Sec1·etary of State. 

No .. 51. Convening an Extraordinary Session of the Senate. 

June 14, 1858. BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF .AMERICA: 

A PROCLAMATION. 

"'WHEREAS an extraordinary occasion has occurred, rendering it necessary 
and proper that the Senate of the United States shall be convened to receive 
and act upon such communications as have been or may be made to it on the 
part of the Executive: 

Now, therefore, I, JAMES BUCHAN.AN, President of the Umted States, do 
issue this my proclamation declaring that an extraordinary occasion requires the 
Senate of the United States to convene for the transaction of bnsiness at the 
Capitol, in the city of "\V ashington, on the fifteenth day of this month, at twelve 
o'clock at noon of that day, of which all who shall at that time be entitled to 
act as members of that body are hereby required to take notice. 

Given under my hand and the seal of the United States, at ,v ashimrton, 
[r 8 ] this fourteenth day of June, anno Domini, 1858, and of the iudepen-

,. • deuce of the United States the eighty-second. 
JAMES BUCHANAN. 

BY THE PRESIDENT : 

LEWIS CASS, Secretary of Stat,e. 

No. 52. Respecting an apprehended Invasion of Nicaragua. 

Octobc,_1" 30, 185~. BY ,JAMES BUCHANAN, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA: 

A PROCLAMATION. 

"'IV IIERJ?AS inform~tion_ has_ reached me from sources which I cannot disregard 
!hat _ccrtam _persons, m v10lat10n of the neutrality laws of the United States are 
ma½mg a_}h1rd attempt to_ set on foot a military expedition within their territory 
ag_amst Nicaragua, a_ fo:eign State, with which they are at peace. In order to 
raise n_:ioney for equ1ppmg and maintaining this expedition, persons connected 
therewith, as I _have reason_ to believe, have issued and sold bonds and other 
~ontra~ts pledgmg th~ p~bhc l'."nds of Nicaragua and the transit route through 
Its territory_ as a s_ecurity for their redemption and fulfilment. 

The hostile design of this expedition is rendered manifest by the fact that these 
bonds and contracts can be of no possible value to their holders, unless the pres-
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ent government of Nicaragua shall be overthrown by force. Besides, the envoy 
extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of that government in the United 
States has issued a notice, in pursuance of his instructions, dated on the 27th 
instant, forbidding the citizens or su~jects of any nation, except passengers 
intending to proceed through Nicaragua over the Transit Route from ocean to 
ocean, to enter its territory without a regular passport, signed by the proper min­
ister or consul-general of the republic resident in the country from whence they 
shall have departed. Such persons, with this exception, " will be stopped and 
compelled to return by the same conveyance that took them to the country." 
From these circumstances, the inference is irresistible that persons engaO'ed in 
this expedition will leave the United States with hostile purposes against ~icar­
agua. They cannot, under the guise which they have assumed, that they are 
peaceful emigrants, conceal their real intentions, and especially when they know, 
in advance, that their landing will be resisted, and can only be accomplished by 
an overpowering force. This expedient was successfoliy resorted to previous to 
the last expedition, and the vessel in which those composing it were conveyed 
to Nicaragua, obtained a clearance from the collector of the port of Mobile. 
Although, after a careful examination, no arms or munitions of war were dis­
covered on board, yet, when they arrived in Nicaragua, they were found to be 
armed and equipped and immediately commenced hostilities. 

The leaders of former illegal expeditions of the same character have openly 
expressed their intention to renew hostilities ao-ainst Nicara~ua. One of them, 
who has already been twice expelled from Ni~aragua, has invited, through the 
public newspapers, American citizens to emigrate to that republic, and has des­
ignated Mobile as the place of rendezvous and departure, and San J nan del 
Norte as the port to which they are bound. This person, who has renounced 
his allegiance to the United States, and claims to be President of Nicaragua, has 
given notice to the collector of the port of Mobile that two or three hundred of 
these emigrants will be prepared to embark from that port about the middle of 
November. 

For these and other good reasons, and for the purpose of saving American 
citizens who may have been honestly deluded into the belief that they are about 
to proceed to Nicaragua as peaceful emigrants, if any such there be, from the 
disastrous consequences to which they will be exposed, I, JAMES BUCHA..~AN, 
President of the United States, have thought it fit to issue this my proclamation 
enjoining upon all officers of the government, civil and military, in their rcspcc• 
tivc spheres, to be vigilant, active, and faithful in suppressing these illegal enter­
prises, and in carrying out their standing instructions to that effect; exhorting 
all good citizens, by their respect for the laws and their regard for the pea;,;e 
and welfare of the country, to aid the efforts of the public authorities in the 
discharge of their duties. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of 
the United States to be affixed to these presents. 

Done at the city of Washington, the thirtieth day of October, one thou-
[L 

8 
J sand eight hundred and fifty-eight, and of the independence of the 

• • United States the eighty-third. 
JAMES BUCHANA.!.~. 

BY THE PRESIDENT: 
LEWIS CASS, Secretary of State. 

No. 53. Convening an Extraordinary Session of the Senate of the United 
States. 

799 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; Feb. 26, 1859. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS an extraordinary occasion has occurred rendering 1t necessary and 
proper that the Senate of the United States shall be convened to receive and act 
upon such communications as have been or may be made to it on the part of the 
Executive: 

Now, therefore, I, JAMES BUCHANAN, President of the United States, do 
issue this my proclamation, declaring that an extraordinary occasion requires the 
Senate of the United States to convene for the transaction Jf business at the 
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Capitol, in the city of Washington, on the 4th day of next month, at 12 o'clock 
at noon of that day, of which all who shall then be entitled to act as members of 
that body are hereby required to take notice. 

Given under my hand and the seal of the United States, at w·ashington, 

[ J this 26th day of February, anno Domini, 1859, and of the indc-
L. 

8
• pendence of the United States the eighty-third. 

JAMES BUCHANAN. 
BY THE PRESIDENT : 

LEWIS CASS, Secretary of State 
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