FIFTH CONGRESS. Sgess. II. Cn. 34, 35. 1798,
same bounty, pay and allowances, respectively, according to their cor-
respondent ranks, as are, or shall be by law, authorized and provided
for the other parts of the same establishment, and shall be governed by
the same rules and articles of war, and shall be armed and accoutred, in
such manner as the President of the United States shall direct, and shall
and may be employed by him, in detachments, or otherwise, in the field,
or the fortifications upon the sea coast, as, in his opinion, the public ser-
vice shall require.

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of War shall

rovide, at the public expense, under the direction of the President of

the United States, all necessary books, instruments and apparatus, for
the use and benefit of the said regiment.

Arprovep, April 27, 1798,

Crar, XXXIV.—An det for erecting Lighthouses, and placing buoys and siakes
at the places therein mentioned.

SectioN 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That as soon as
a cession shall be made by the state of Virginia to the United States, of
the jurisdiction over a tract of land proper for the purpose, the Secretary
of the Treasury be, and he is hereby authorized to provide, by contract,
to be approved by the President of the United States, for building a light-
house on Old Point Comfort, in the said state, and to furnish the same
with all necessary supplies; and also to agree for the salaries or wages
of the person or persons who may be appointed by the President for the
superintendence and care of the same, and that the President be autho-
rized to make the said appointments; and also, that the Secretary of the
Treasury be authorized to cause six buoys to be placed near the entrance
of Portland harbor, in the state of Massachusetts, at such places as, in
his opinion, will best secure the navigation of the said port; and to
cause the channel of Warren river, from Narraganset Bay, to the port
of Warren, in the state of Rhode Island, to be staked out and distinctly
marked.

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That there be appropriated and
paid, out of the monies arising from imports and tonnage, the sum of
three thousand and fifty dollars, for the purposes aforesaid.

Arrroven, April 27, 1798,

Cuap, XXXV.—4n At to establish an Executive depariment, to be denominated
the Department of the Navy.

Secrion 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the United States of Americain Congress assembled, That there shall
be an executive department under the denomination of the Department
of the Navy, the chief officer of which shall be called the Secretary of
the Navy, whose duty it shall be to execute such orders as he shall
receive from the President of the United States, relative to the procure-
ment of naval stores and materials and the construction, armament,
equipment and employment of vessels of war, as well as all other matters
connected with the naval establishment of the United States.(a)

553

Bounty, pay,
&c. i

Necessary
books, &ec. to
be provided.

Repealed
March 16, 1802,

Srature I,

April 27,1798,

Lighthouse to
be built on Old
Point Comfort.

Buoys to be
placed near the
entrance of
Portland Har-
bor.

‘Warren river
to be staked.

Appropriation.

SraTute 11,

April 80, 1798.

Department
of the Navy.

Secretary of
the Navy—his
duty.

(a) The acts relating to the establishment of the department of the Navy, are: An act to establish an

executive department to be denominated the Department of the

Navy, April 30, 1798, chap. 35; an act

concerning the naval establishment, March 3, 1815; an act for the gradual increase of the navy of the
United States, April 29, 1816; an act supplementary to an act entitled, “ An act concerning the naval
establishment,”” March 1, 1817; an act to amend the act entitled, ¢ An act for the gradual increase of the
navy of the United States,” March 3, 1821 an act supplementary to ¢ an act for the gradual increase of
the navy of the United States,>” May 17, 1826 ; an act for the gradual improvement of the navy of the

United States, March 3, 1837,

Vor. 3A
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Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That a principal clerk and such
other clerks as he shall think necessary, shall be appointed by the Secre-
tary of the Navy, who shall be employed in such manner as he shall
deem most expedient. In case of vacancy in the office of the secretary,
by removal or otherwise, it shall be the duty of the principal clerk to
take the charge and custody of all the books, records and documents of
the said office.

Skc. 8. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Navy
be and he is hereby authorized and empowered, immediately after he
shall be appointed and shall enter upon the duties of his office, to take
possession of all the records, books and documents and all other matters
and things appertaining to this department, which are now deposited in
the office of the Secretary at War.

Skc. 4. And be it further enacted, That there shall be allowed to
the Secretary of the Navy an annual salary of three thousand dollars, pay-
able quarter yearly at the treasury of the United States, and the respec-
tive clerks in the office of the said department shall receive the same
compensations and be subject to the same regulations, as are provided
by an act, supplemental to the act, establishing the treasury department,
and for a further compensation to certain officers, in the offices of the
other executive departments. <

Skc. 5. And be it further enacted, That so much of an act, entitled
“An act to establish an executive department, to be denominated the
department of war,” as vests any of the powers contemplated by the pro-
visions of this act, in the Secretary for the department of War, shall be
repealed, from and afier the period when the Secretary of the Navy shall
enter on the duties of his office. -

Arprovep, April 30, 1798,

Cuar. XXX VI.—dn dct to authorize certain Qfficers and other persons fo ddmin-
tster oaths.(a)

Secrion 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Pre-
sident of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, a
chairman of a committee of the whole, or a chairman of a select com-
mittee of either house, shall be empowered to administer oaths or affirma-
tions to witnesses, in any case under their examination.

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That if any person shall wilfully,
absolutely and falsely swear or affirm, touching any matter or thing
material to the point in question, whereto he or she shall be thus
examined, every person so offending, and being thereof duly convicted,
shall be subjected, to the pains, penalties and disabilities, which by law
are prescribed for the punishment of the crime of wilful and corrupt
perjury. ‘

Arprovep, May 3, 1798,

Cuap. XXXVIL—Jn Act supplementary to the act providing for the further
defence of the ports and harbors of ithe United States.(b)

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and Fouse of Representatives
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That a sum not
exceeding two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, in addition to the
sums heretofore appropriated, remaining unexpended, shall be, and is
hereby appropriated, and shall and may be paid out of any monies not
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