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ACTS OF THE FIFTH CONGRESS 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES, 

Passed at the second session, which was begun and held at the City of 
Philadelphia, in the state of Pennsylvania, on Monday, the thfrteenth 
da.yof November, 1797, and ended on the sixteenth day of July, 1798. 

JoHN ADAMS, President; THOMAS JEFFERSON, Vice President of the 
United States, and President of the Senate; THEODORE SEDGWICK, 
President of the Senate pro tempore, from June 27th; JONATHAN 
DAYTON, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

STATUTE II. 

CHAPTER I.-.Rn .11.ct to postpone, for a limited time, the commencement rf the 
duties imposed by the act intituled ".lln act laying duties on stamped vellum, 
parchment and paper." 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and Hause of Repi·esentatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That so much of the act, 
intituled "An act laying duties on stamped vellum, parchment and 
paper," as directs that the duties imposed by that act shall be levied, 
collected and paid " from and after the thirty-first day of December 
next," shall be, and the same hereby is repealed; and that the duties 
aforesaid shall be levied, collected and paid, from and after the thirtieth 
day of June next, and not sooner; to which last mentioned day, all 
notices, certificates and other matters or things, directed by the said 
act and having respect to the commencement or collection of the said 
duties, or any of them, shall relate. 

APPROVED, December 15, 1797. 

CHAP, II.-.11.n .11.ct making certain partial appropriations fnr the year one th.au• 
sand seven hundred and ninety-eigl,t. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the sum 
of one hundred thousand dollars shall be, and the same hereby is appro
priated towards defraying the expenses during the year one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-eight, of the quartermaster's, and Indian 
departments, of the defensive protection of the frontiers, of bounties; 
and of the contingent charges of the war department; and a like sum 
towards defraying the expenses, during the said year, of the subsistence 
of the officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates of the army of 
the United States. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlier enacted, That the sum of fifty-two thou
sand dollars be, and the same hereby is appropriated for paying and 
discharging such awards as have been, or may be made, pursuant to the 
seventh article of the Treaty of Amity, Commerce, and Navigation be
tween the United States and Great Britain, in favour of British subjects, 
whose property has been captured within the jurisdiction of the United 
States, or by vessels armed or fitted out therein. 
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SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the aforesaid sums shall be How to be 
paid and discharged out of any monies in the treasury of the United paid. 
States, not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, January 15, 1798. 

CHAP. VI.-.lln Jlct for allowing a compensatio11 to the Doorkeeper of the Senate, 
and his assistant,for their services during the late Session ef Collgress. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives ef the 
United States ef America in Congress assembled, That there be allowed 
to James Mathers, the doorkeeper of the Senate, two hundred dollars, 
and to Cornelius Maxwell, his assistant, one hundred and eighty dollars, 
as a compensation for their services during the late session of Congress. 

APPROVED, January 20, 1708. 

CHAP. VIII.-Jln .!let to prescribe the mode nf taking Evidence in.cases ,f contested 
Elections for 1Wembers if the House nf R1preserdatives nf the United States, and 
to compel the attendance nf Witnesses. 

SECTION l. Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef R1,presentatives 
of fhe United States of America in Congress assembled, That where 
any person, from and after the passing of this act, shall intend to contest 
an election for any member or members of the House of Representatives 
of the United States, or to support any such election so intended to be 
contested, and shall be desirous of obtaining testimony respecting such 
election, it shall be lawful for such person to make application to any 
judge of the courts of the United States, or to any chancellor, justice, 
or judge of a superior or county court, or court of common pleas of any 
state, or to any mayor, recorder or intendant of a town or city, who shall, 
thereupon, issue his warrant of summons, directed to all such witnesses 
as shall be named to him by such applicant, or his agent duly authorized 
for that purpose, and requiring the attendance of such witnesses, before 
him, at some convenient time and place, tu be expressed in the warrant, 
in order to be then and there examined, in the manner herein after pro
vided, touching the subject matter of the aforesaid application. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That every such witness, as is 
above-mentioned, shall be duly served with such warrant, by a copy 
thereof being delivered to him or her, or left at his or her usual place 
of abode; and that such service shall be made a convenient time before 
the day on which the attendance of such witness is required, which time 
the magistrate issuing the warrant is hereby authorized and required to 
fix, for each witness, at the time of issuing it, having respect tu the cir
cumstances of such witness, and the distance of his or her residence 
from the place of attendance. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That any person, being summoned 
in the manner above directed, and refusing or neglecting to attend, pur
suant to such summons, unless in case of sickness, or other unavoidable 
accident, shall forfeit and pay the sum of twenty dollars, to be recovered 
with costs of suit, by the party at whose instance the warrant of sum
mons was issued, and for his use, by action of debt in any court, or 
before any other tribunal of the United States, or any state, having juris
diction to the amount of such penalty. 

SEc. 4. And be it fwtlter enacted, That the magistrate issuing the 
aforesaid warrant of summons, shall, at the time of issuing it, cause to 
be made out, under his hand, and delivered to the said applicant, or his 
aaent authorized as aforesaid, a notification directed to the opposite 
p~ty, and stating the time and object of the aforesaid applicati~m, ~he 
name of the applicant, and the time and place fixed for the exammation 

VoL. J.-68 

STATUTE II. 

Jan.20, 1798. 

[Obsolete.) 

STATUTE II. 

Jan. 23, 1798. 

Chancellor, 
justice or judge 
of Superior or 
County Court, 
&c. to issue 
summons to 
witnesses. 

Act of April 
22, 1800, ch. 28. 

Manner of 
serviug sum
mons on wit
nes 13ea. 

Peualtv on not 
attending in 
pursuance of 
summon~. 

Notification to 
the opposite 
party. 



. 5:38 

Manner of 
serving notifica
tion. 

Proof of ser
vice thereof. 

Witnesses to 
be examined on 
oath or affirma
tion. 

Testimony to 
be reduced to 
writing, 

and transmitted 
to the clerk of 
the House of 
Representa. 
tives, with a 
copy of the sum. 
mons, &c. 
What proceed

ings arc to be 
had in case of 
inability of the 
Chancellor, &c. 
to attend the 
examination. 

Two justices 
of the peace 
empowered to 
act in certain 
cases. 

Allowance to 
witnesses. 

FIFTH CONGRESS. SESS. II. CH. 8. 1798 . 

of the witnesses; which notification the said applicant, or his agent as 
aforesaid, shall cause to be served on the said opposite party, by deliver
ing to him or leaving at his usual place of abode, a copy thereof, a con
venient time before the day fixed for the aforesaid examination; which 
time the magistrate granting the said notification shall fix, at the time 
of granting it, having respect to the distance of the said party's place of 
residence from that appointed for the examination; which examination 
shall not be proceeded in, unless proof be made by affidavit in writing, 
of the due service of such notification, or unless the party on whom such 
service is hereby directed to be made, shall attend at the time and place 
aforesaid, by himself or his agent duly authorized; and consent to the 
said examination ; which consent shall be certified by the magistrate. 

SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That all witnesses who shall attend, 
pursuant to the said summons, and all other witnesses who sha1l be pro
duced at the time and place aforesaid, by either of the parties, or their 
or either of their agents duly authorized, shall then and there be 
examined on oath or affirmation, by the magistrate, who issued the war
rant of summons aforesaid, or, in case of his absence, by any other such 
magistrate as is authorized by this act to issue such warrant, touching 
all such matters and things respecting the election about to be contested, 
as shall be proposed by either of the parties aforesaid, or by their, or 
either of their agents duly authorized ; the testimony given on whir,h 
examination, together with the questions proposed by the parties afore
said, or their agents, or either of them, to the witnesses, respectively, the 
said magistrate is hereby authorized and required to cause to be reduced 
to writing, in his presence, and in the presence of the parties or their 
agents, if attending, and to be duly attested by the witnesses, respect
ively: after which he shall transmit the said testimony, duly certified 
under his hand, covered and sealed up, to the clerk of the House of 
Representatives of the United States, for the time being, together with 
a copy of the warrant of summons and notification issued in that be
half, and the original affidavit proving the service of such notification. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That in case any judge, justice, 
chancellor, mayor, recorder or intendant as is aforesaid, to whom the 
application herein mentioned shall be made, shall, by reason of sickness, 
necessary absence, or unavoidable accident, be rendered unable to attend 
at the time and place fixed for the examination aforesaid, it shall be law
ful for him to certify the matter, and the proceedings had by him in that 
behalf, to any other magistrate of any of the descriptions aforesaid, which 
said magistrate thereupon, shall be, and hereby is authorized to attend 
at such time and place, and to proceed touching the said examinations, 
in all respects, as the magistrate issuing the warrant of summons, might 
have done, by virtue of this act. 

SEC. 7. And be it .further enacted, That where no such magistrate as 
is herein authorized to receive applications as aforesaid, and proceed 
upon them, shall reside within any district for which an election about 
to be contested shall have been held, it shall be lawful to make such 
application to any two justices of the peace residing within the said dis
trict, who are hereby authorized in such case, to receive such applica
tion, and jointly to proceed upon it in the manner herein before directed. 

SEC. 8. And be it further enacted, That every witness attending by 
virtue of such warrant of summons as is herein directed to be issued, 
shall be allowed the sum of seventy-five cents for each day's attendance, 
and the further sum of five cents, for every mile necessarily travelled in 
going and returning, which allowance shall be ascertained and certified 
by the magistrate taking the examination, and shall be paid by the party 
at whose instance such witness was summoned: And such witness shall 
have an action for the recovery of the said allowance, before any court 
or magistrate having competent jurisdiction, according to the laws of the 
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United States, or of any state, in which action the certificate of the 
magistrate taking the said examinations shall be evidence. 

SEC. 9. And be it further enacted, That each judcre, justice, chan
cellor, mayor, recorder, intendant and justice of the pe~ce, who shall be 
necessarily employed, pursuant to the directions of this act, and all 
sheriffs, constables, or other officers who may be employed to serve any 
of the warrants of summons or notifications herein provided for, shall 
have and receive from the party at whose instance such service shall have 
been performed, such fee or fees, as are or may be allowed for similar 
services in the states wherein such service shall be rendered, respec
tively. 

SEC. 10. And be it further enacted, That this act shall continue and 
be in force until the end of the first session of the sixth Congrci:!S, and 
no longer. 

APPROVED, January 23, 1798. 

CHAP, X.-.lln.JJ.ct to amend the several acts for laying duties on Spirits distilled 
within the lJ'llited States, and O'll Stills. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after 
the passing of this act, it shall be lawful for all owners of stills within 
the United States, which shall have been duly entered according to law, 
to make their election, at any time of the year, both as to the rate of 
duty which they may choose to pay for the flmployment of their said stills, 
whether for a year, or for such other shorter period, as may be allowed 
by law; and also, as to the time of commencing such employment. 

APPROVED, January 29, 1798. 

CHAP, Xl.-.!J.n .11.ct supplementCtry to the act intiluled ".!J.n act regu!Ct!ing Pun(:.," 
Coins, and for othe:r purposes." 

Be it enacted b,y tlte Senate and Il~ouse of Representatives of tlte 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the second section 
of an act, intituled "An act regulating foreign coins, and for other 
purposes," be, and the same is hereby suspended, for and during the 
space of three years from and after the first day of January, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-eight, and until the end of the next session of 
Congress thereafter, during which time the said gold and silver coins 
shall be and continue a legal tender, as is provided in and by the first 
section of the act aforesaid; and that the same coins shall thereafter 
cease to be such tender. 

APPROVED, February 1, 1798. 

CHAP. XIV.-.!J.n .!J.ct appropriating a certain sum cf Mone,1/ lo defray the ex
pense cf holding a Treaty or Treaties with the Indians. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
f/ftlte United States of America, in Congress assembled, That a sum not 
exceeding twenty-five thousand eight hundred and eighty dollars, be 
appropriated to defray the expense of such treaty or treaties, as the Pre
sident of the United States shall deem expedient to hold with the 
Indians: Provided, nothincr in this act contained shall be construed to 
admit an obligation on the 

0
part of the United States to extinguish, for 

the benefit of any state or individual citizen, Indian claims to any l~nds 
lyincr within the limits of the United States, and that the compeusat10ns 
to b~ allowed to any of the commissioners appointed, or who may be 
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appointed for negotiating such treaty or !reaties, shall not exceed 1 exclu
sive of travelling expenses, the rate of eight dollars per day, during the 
time of actual service of such commissioner. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the sum aforesaid shall ht' 
paid out of any monies in the treasury of the United States, not other
wise appropriated. 

APPROVED, February 27, 1798. 

March 14, 1798. CHAP. XV .-.Jln .Jlct to provide for the Widows and Orphans ef certain deceased 
Officer.~. 

[Obsolete.] Be it enacted by tlle Senate and House ef Representatives <if the United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That the provisions for widows 
and orphans of commissioned officers of troops of the United States, 

Ante, p. 390. contained in the first section of the law passed on the seventh day of 
June, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four, intituled "An act in 
addition to the act making further and more effectual provision for the 
protection of the frontiers of the United States," be and. the same are 
hereby extended to the widows and orphan children of commissioned 
officers of the troops of the United States, and of the militia, who have 
died by reason of wounds received since the fourth day of March, one 
thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine, in the actual service of the 
United States: Provided, application shall be made within two years 
after the end of the present session of Congress. 
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APPROVED, March 14, 1798. 

CHAP. XVI.-.81> .8.ct for tJ.e erectio1> ef a Light!wuse, and placing Buoys at the 
several places therein mentioned. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representative$ 
[!( t!te United States of America in Congress assembled, That as soon as 
the jurisdiction of so much of the head land of Eaton's Neck on Nassau 
Island, in the state of New York, as the President of the United States 
shall deem sufficient and most convenient for the purpose of erecting a 
lighthouse, and its appurtenances, shall have been ceded to the United 
States, it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury, to provide, 
by contract, which shall be approved by the President of the United 
States, for building a lighthouse thereon, and furnishing the same with 
all necessary supplies; and also to agree for the salaries or wages of the 
person or persons who may be appointed by the President for the super
intendence and care of building the said lighthouse: and the President 
is hereby authorized to make the said appointments. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlter enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea
sury be authorized and directed to cause to be placed, six buoys on the 
shoals called the east and west banks, and the middle ground, near 
Sandy Hook off the harbor of New York, and two buoys on the north 
and south points of Goat Island, near the entrance of the harbor of New
port, in the state of Rhode Island : and also, to cause to be placed such 
number of buoys as may be necessary for the security of the navigation 
in and near the harbor of Nantucket, in the state of Massachusetts. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That there be appropriated and 
paid, out of the monies arising from the duties on imports and tonnage, 
a sum not exceeding thirteen thousand two hundred and fifty dollars, 
for the purposes aforesaid. 

APPROVED, March 14, 1798. 
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CHAP, XVII.-.8n Act providing the means of intercourse between the United 
States and foreign nations,(a) 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled That the 
President of the United States shall be, and he hereby is ~uthorized 
to draw from the treasury of the United. States, a sum not exceeding 
forty thousand dollars, annually, to be paid out of the monies arising 
from the duties on imports and tonnage, for the su,pport of such persons 
as he shall commission to serve the United States in foreign parts, and 
for the expense incident to the business in which they may be employed: 
Provid.ed, that, exclusive of an outfit, which shall, in no case, exceed the 
amount of one year's full salary to the minister plenipotentiary, or charge 
des affaires, to whom the same may be allowed, the President shall not 
allow to any minister plenipotentiary, a greater sum than at the rate of 
nine thousand dollars per annum, as a compensation for all his personal 
services and expenses; nor a greater sum for the same, than four thou
sand five hundred dollars per annum, to a charge des affuires; nor a 
greater sum for the same, than one thousand three hundred and fifty 
dollars per annum, to the secretary of any minister pleuipotentiary. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That in all cases, where any sum 
or sums of money have issued, or shall hereafter issue from the treasury, 
for the purposes of intercourse or treaty, with foreign nations. in pur
suance of any law, the President shall be, and he hereby is authorized 
to cause the same to be duly settled annually with the accounting offi
cers of the treasury, in manner following, that is to say; by causing the 
same to be accounted for, specifically in all instances wherein the ex
penditure thereof may, in his judgment, be made public; and by rnakin.,. 
a certificate or certificates, or causing the Secretary of State to make : 
certificate or certificates of the amount of such expenditures as he may 
think it advisable not to specify ; and every such certificate shall be 
deemed a sufficient voucher for the sum or sums therein expressed to 
have been expended. 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That for defraying the expenses 
of intercourse between the United States and foreign nation8, during 
the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight, there be further 
appropriated, in addition to the aforesaid sum of forty thousand dollars, 
and out of any monies in the treasury of the United States not otherwise 
appropriated, the sum of twenty-eight thousand six hundred and fifty 
dollars. 

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That the act passed on the first 
day of July, in the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety, inti
tuled "An act providing the means of intercourse between the United 
States and foreign nations," and the act passed on the n_inth day of Feb
ruary, in the year one thousand seven hundred and mnety-three, 111t1-
tuled« An act to continue in force for a limited time, and amend the 
act, intituled An act providing the means of intercourse between the 
United States and foreign nations," shall be, and they hereby are re-
pealed. . . 

SEC. 5. And be it furtlter enacted, That this act shall be and remam 
in force until the end of the first session of the sixth Congres&, and no 
longer. 

APPROVED, March 19, 1798. 
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CHAP. XVIII.-.iln .!let making appropriations for the support '!f Gl)f}ernment 
for the year one tlwusand seven liundred and ninety-eight; and for other 
purposes. 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Represenfa,. 
fives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That for 
the expenditure of the civil list; for the support of consuls to the coast 
of Barbary; for the support of the mint establishment, lighthouses, bea
cons, buoys and public piers, for the year one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-eight; and to satisfy certain miscellaneous claims stated in 
the report of the secretary of the treasury, of the eighth day of Decem
ber, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven, together with the 
incidental and contingent expenses of the several departments, and the 
offices thereof, the following sums be, respectively appropriated. That 
is to say :-For the compensations granted by law to the President and 
Vice President of the United States, thirty thousand dollars. 

For the like compensations to the members of the Senate and House 
of Representatives, their officers and attendants, estimated for a session 
of six months continuance, one hundred and ninety thousand, one hun
dred and seventy-five dollars. 

For the expense of firewood, stationery, printing work, and all other 
contingent expenses of the two Houses of Congress, thirteen thousand 
dollars. 

For the compensations granted by law to the chief justice, associate 
judges, district judges, and attorney general, forty-four thousand nine 
hundred dollars. 

For defraying the expense of clerks of courts, jurors and witnesses, in 
aid of the fund arising from fines, forfeitures and penalties; and like
wise for defraying the expenses of prosecution for offences against the 
United States, and for safe keeping of prisoners, thirty thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of State, clerks and persons em
ployed in that department, nine thousand one hundred and sixty-two 
dollars and thirty-four cents. 

For incidental and contingent expenses in the said department, six 
thousand five hundred and eighty dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Treasury, clerks and per
sons employed in his office, eight thousand eight hundred and fifty 
dollars. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and all other contingent expenses 
in the office of the Secretary of the Treasury, five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Comptroller of the Treasury, clerks and 
persons employed in his office, eleven thousand eight hundred and fifty 
dollars. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and all other contingent expenses 
in the Comptroller's office, eight hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Treasurer, clerks, and other persons em
ployed in his office, four thousand six hundred and fifty dollars. 

For expense of firewood, stationery, printing, rent, and all other con
tingencies in the Treasurer's office, six hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Auditor of the Treasury, clerks and persons 
employed in his office, eleven thousand nine hundred and tweniy-five 
dollars. 

For expense of stationery, printing and all other contingent expenses 
in the Auditor's office, seven hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the Commissioner of the Revenue, clerks and 
persons employed in his office, five thousand five hundred and twenty
five dollars. 

For expense of stationery, printing and all other contingent expenses 
in the office of the Commissioner of the Revenue, four hundred dollars. 
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For compensation to the Register of the Treasury, clerks and per
sons employed in his office, fifteen thousand six hundred and twenty
five dollars. 

For expe_nse ~f station~ry, pr~nting and all other contingent expenses 
in the Registers office, (mcl?drng books for the public stocks, and for 
the arrangement of the mar me papers,) two thousand eight hundred 
dollars. 

For compensation to the Purveyor of Public Supplies, two thousand 
dollars, and five hundred dollars for a clerk. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Commissioners of the 
Sinking Fund, two hundred and fifty dollarn. 

For the payment of rent for the several houses employed in the 
Treasury department, ( except the Treasurer's office,) two thousand 
seven hundred and thirty dollars and sixty-six cents. 

For expense of firewood and candles in the several offices of the 
Treasury department, (except the Treasurer's office,) three thousand 
five hundred dollars. 

For defraying the expense incident to the stating and printina the 
public accounts for the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety
eight, one thousand dollars. 

For defraying the expense incident to the removal of the books and 
records of the Treasury department, and for the rent of a house for 
several of the offices near Gray's Ferry, on the Schuylkill, during part 
of the summer of the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety
seven, four hundred and fifty-four dollars and forty-one cents. 

For compensations to the several loan officers, thirteen thousand two 
hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of War, clerks and persons em
ployed in his office, eight. thousand one hundred dollars. 

For expense of firewood, stationery, printing, rent and other contin
gent expenses of the office of the Secretary of War, two thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the Accountant of the War department, clerks 
and persons employed in his office, seven thousand seven hundred and 
fifty dollars. 

I•'or contingent expenses in the office of the Accountant of the War 
department, six hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Surveyor General, two thousand dollars. 
For compensation to the assistant surveyors, chain carriers, axe men 

and other persons employed in carrying into effect the surveys to be 
made by the act, intitule<l "An act providing for the sale of the lands 
of the United States, in the territory northwest of the river Ohio, and 
above the mouth of Kentucky river," in addition to former appropria
tions, eight thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the Governor, Secretary and Judges of the terri
tory northwest of the river Ohio, five thousand one hundred and fifty 
dollars. 

For expenses of stationery, office rent, printing patents for land, and 
other contingent expenses in the said territory, three hundred and fifty 
dollars. • 

For the payment of sundry pensions granted by the late government, 
one thousand one hundred and thirteen dollars and thirty-three cents. 

For the annual allowance to the widow and orphan children of Colo
nel John Hardinrr and to the orphan children of Major Alexander True
man, by the act"' of Congress of the twenty-seventh of Feb_ruary, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, seven hundred and fifty dollars. 

For the <lischartre of such demands against the United States, on 
account of the civil department, not otherwise provided for, as shall be 
ascertained and admitted in due course of settlement at the Treasury, 
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Specific ap- and which are of a nature, according to the usage thereof, to require 
propriations. payment in specie, one thousand dollars. . 

For the compensations to Consuls to Barbary powers, for six months, 
the former appropriation being for.one year, five thous~nd dollars_. 

For compensations to the following officers of the mmt: the Director, 
two thousand dollars • the 'freasurer, one thousand two hundred dollars; 
the Assayer, one tho~sand five hundred dollars; the Chief Coiner, one 
thousand five hundred dollars ; the Melter and Refiner, one thousand five 
hundred dollars; the engraver, one thousand two hundred dollars; three 
clerks at five hundred dollars each, one thousand five hundred dollars. 

For the wages of persons employed at the different branches of melt
ing, refining, coining, carpenters, millwrights and smiths' work, includ
ing the sum of eight hundred dollars per annum allowed to an assistant 
coiner and die forger, who also oversees the execution of the iron work, 
six thousand dollars. 

For the purchase of ironmongery, lead, wood, coals, stationery, office 
furniture, and for all other contingencies of the establishment of the 
mint, five thousand seven hundred dollars. 

For the maintenance and support of lighthouses, beacons, buoys and 
public piers, and stakeage of channels, bars and shoals, and for occa
sional improvement in the construction of lanterns, and of the lamps 
and materials used in them, including an allowance for the increased 
number of lighthouses, and for the advanced price of spermaceti oil, 
thirty-six thousand dollars. 

For the balance carried to the "surplus fund," of an appropriation 
for building a lighthouse near the entrance of Georgetown harbour, in 
the state of South Carolina, five thousand dollars. 

For the additional expense estimated as necessary for erecting the 
said lighthouse, two thousand dollars. 

For the payment of Nicholas Fish, supervisor of the revenue for the 
district of New York, so much short of an appropriation for the pur
chase of land at Montock-point, in the state of New York, for the pur
pose of erecting a lighthouse thert>on, two hundred and fifty-five dollars 
and twelve cents. 

For the purchase of presses, the engraving of dies, and other expenses 
incident to the preparations made and to be made, for executing the act 

Ante, p. 527. intituled "An act laying duties on stamped vellum, parchment and 
paper," passed the sixth day of July, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-seven, nine thousand dollars. 

For the expense incurred by the committee of the House of Repre
sentatives, on the impeachment of William Blount; for the compensa
tion of the members, and for incidental charges as estimated by the 
chairman of the committee, two thousand six hundred and twenty-six 
<lollars. 

For the discharge of such miscellaneous demands against the United 
States, not otherwise provided for, as shall have been admitted in a due 
course of settlement at the treasury, and which are of a nature, accord
ing to the usage thereof, to require payment in specie, four thousand 
dollars. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the several appropriations 
herein before made, shall be paid and discharged out of the fund of six 

Ante, p. 138. hundred thousand dollars, reserved by the act "making provision for 
the debt of the United States," together with so much as may be neces
sary of the proceeds of the duties on imports, and the tonnage of ships 
and vessels, and the duties on domestic distilled spirits and stills, which 
shall accrue until the close of the present year. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That there shall be, and hereby 
is further appropriated, to be paid out of any monies in the treasury of 
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the United States not otherwise appropriated, the following sums, to Specific ap-
wit: propriations. 

For the pa~ment o~ awards by the commi~sioners appointed in pursu
ance of the sixth art!cle of the treaty of amity, commerce and naviga
tion, between the Umted States and Great Britain, relative to the debts 
due by citizens of the United States, to British subjects, three hundred 
thousand dollars. 

For defraying the extraordinary expenses of ascertaining the river St. 
Croix, under the fifth article of the said treaty, twelve thousand dollars. 

For defraying the extraordinary expense of running and marking the 
boundary line between the territories of the United States and Spain, 
twelve thousand dollars. 

APPROVED, March 19, 1798. 

STATUTE II. 

CHAP. XX.-An.llct to amend the act intituled "Jl.n act 'laying duties on stamped March 19, 1798. 
vellum, parchment and paper." 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That whenever 
any person, other than officers employed in collecting the revenue of the 
United States, shall apply to any supervisor or inspector of the said 
revenue, at the office of such supervisor or inspector, for the purchase, 
at one time, of any quantity of vellum, parchment, or paper, stamped 
and marked in the manner directed by the act, intituled "An act laying 
duties on stamped vellum, parchment and paper," the whole amount of 
the duties on which quantity shall be ten dQ!lars, or upwards, such super
visor or inspector shall be, and hereby is authorized and required to 
deliver to such person, such quantity of vellum, parchment or paper, 
stamped as aforesaid; the said person paying down the amount of the 
said duties, after deducting therefrom seven and one half per centum on 
such amount; which deduction the said supervisor or inspector is hereby 
authorized and required to allow. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That whenever any stamped vel
lum, or parchment, shall be applied for, and delivered, in the manner 
aforesaid, the said purchaser, in order to become entitled to the afore
said deduction, shall pay to the said supervisor, or inspector, in addition 
to the amount of the said duties, a reasonable rate for and on account 
of the price of the said vellum, or parchment, which rate the Secretary 
of the Treasury is hereby authorized and required to fix, as nearly as 
may be, according to the actual cost of those articles. 

SEC. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That whenever any person, other 
than officers employed in the collection of the revenue of the United 
States, shall bring any vellum, parchment, or paper, to be stamped, in 
the manner directed by the aforesaid act, in any quantity, at one time, 
the whole amount of the duties for stamping which shall be ten dollars, 
or upwards, the officer stamping such vellum, parchment or paper, pur
suant to the directions of the said act, shall be, and hereby is authorized 
and required to make to such person the same allowance and ded_uction 
on the amount of the said duties, as is directed by the first sect10n of 
tnis act, to be made in the cases therein mentioned. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the stamped paper, required 
by the aforesaid act to be furnished to the citizens of the United State&, 
Ly the treasury department, shall be furnished at the rate of duty P;O
vided by that act, without any additional charge on account of the pnce 
of paper, or any other expense, any thing in the said act to the contrary 
notwithstanding; and that all paper for the purposes aforesaid, shall be 
furnished at the expense of the United States, by the Secretary of the 
Treasury department, who is hereby authorized to employ annually a 
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STATUTE II. 
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sufficient sum for that purpose, and for the necessary purchase of vellum 
and parchment, out of any monies in the treasury of the United States 
not otherwise appropriated: Provided always, that nothing herein con: 
tained, shall be so construed, as to require the treasury department to 
furnish any stamped vellum, or parchment, without an additional charge 
for the price of those materials, over and above the duty on the stamp; 
which price, in all cases where stamped vellum, or parchment, shall be 
furnished, the secretary of that department is hereby authorized and 
required to fix, as nearly as may be, according to the actual cost of those 
articles, respectively. 

SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That so much of the aforesaid 
act as relates to stamp duties on "any certificate or debenture for draw
back of customs or duties." shall be, and the same is hereby repealed ; 
and that in lieu of the said stamp duties, one fourth per centum on the 
amount of all drawbacks, allowed by law, on the exportation of goods, 
wares, and merchandise imported, shall be retained for the use of the 
United States, by the collectors paying such drawbacks; and in addition 
to the sum of one per centum directed to be so retained by the act, inti
tuled "An act to provide more effectually for the collection of the duties 
imposed by law on goods, wares, and merchandises imported into the 
United States, and on the tonnage of ships or vessels." 

APPROVED, March 19, 1798. 

March 27, 1798, CHAP. XXL-Jin Jlct declaring the consent ef Congress to an .Oct if the Common
wealth if Massachusett11. 
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Be it enacted by tl1e Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the consent of Congress 
be and hereby is granted and declared to the operation of an act of the 
legislature of the commonwealth of Massachusetts made and passed the 
second day of February, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight, 
intituled "An act to incorporate Tobias Lord, Oliver Keating, Thatcher 
Godard and others for the purpose of keeping in. repair a pier, at the 
mouth of Kennebunk river, and to grant them a duty for reimbursing 
the expe.nse of erecting the same." 

APPROVED, March 27, 1798. 

CHAP, XXIl.-.Bn .Bet declaring the consent of Congress to an .fl.ct if the State of 
Marv land, passed the twenty-eighth if December, one thousand BeiJen hundred 
and ninety-three,for the appointment 'ff a Healtli Officer. 

SEc·rrnN 1. Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives 
of tlte United States of America in Congress assembled, That the con
sent of Congress be, and is hereby granted and declared to the operation 
of an act of the general assembly of Maryland, passed the twenty-eighth 
of December, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, intituled 
"An act to appoint a health-officer for the port of Baltimore, in Balti
more county," so far as to enable the state aforesaid, to collect a duty of 
one cent per ton, on all vessels coming into the district of Baltimore, 
from a foreign voyage, for the purposes in the said act intended. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That this act shall be in force for 
one year from the passing thereof, and from thence to the end of the 
next session of Congress thert>after, arid no longer. 

APPROVED March 27, 1798. 
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CHA.P, XXIII,-A11 Act far an additional appropriation to provide and support a 
Naval .!lrmament, 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of {he United States of Ameri~a in Congress assembled, That there be 
and there hereby are appropriated a further sum, not exceeding one 
hundred and fifteen thousand eight hundred and thirty-three dollars, to 
complete and equip for se_a, ~ith all convenient speed, the frigates, the 
United States, the Constitution and the Constellation; and a further 
sum, not exceeding two hundred and sixteen thousand six hundred and 
seventy-nine dollars for the pay and subsistence, for the term of one 
year, of the officers and crews which are, or shall be engaged in the service 
of the United Stat~s on board the said frigates, in addition to the sums 
heretofore appropriated for those purposes, respectively, remaining unex
pended; also, a sum_, not exceeding ~i_xty thousand dollars, to defray the 
wear, losses, expenditures of ammumt10n, and other current and contin
gent expenses of the naval armament; also a sum not exceeding two 
thousand two hundred dollars, to defray the salaries of persons having 
charge of the navy yards at Norfolk, New York, and Portsmouth; and 
for the rents of the same. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the sums hereby appropriated, 
shall be paid and discharged out of the surplus revenue and income of 
the current year, not before appropriated. 

APPROVED, March 27, 1798. 

CnAr, XXIV.-.Rn .!let to continue in force the fifth section of an act intituled 
"/ln act in addition to the act intituled, .lln act to establish the Post-Office and 
Pust Roads within the United States." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlte 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the fifth section 
of the act, intituled "An act in addition to the act, intituled An act to 
establish the post-office and post roads within the United States," which 
section will expire on the thirty-first day of March, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-eight, shall be, and the same is hereby continued in 
force to the third day of March next. 

APPROVED, March 28, 1798. 

CHAP. XXV.-.Rn .!let to continue in force for a limited lime, a part ef an act 
intituled "An act making further provision for securing and collecting the 
duties on foreign and domestic distilled spirits, stills, wines, and teas." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the thirteenth 
section of the act passed on the fifth day of June, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-four, and intituled "An act making further provi
sion for securing and collecting the duties 011 foreign and domestic dis
tilled spirits, stills, wines and teas," be, and the same hereby is continued 
m force, until the end of the first session of the sixth Congress. 

APPROVED, April 7, 1798. 
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STATUTE II. 

CHAP, XXVI.-.Bn Act for the relief of the Refugees from the British provinces April 7, 1798. 
qf Canada and Nova Scolia.(a) 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by tlte Senate and IIouse of Representa
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 

(a) Th~ subsequent acts on this matter, are: Act of February 18, 1801; act of March 3, 1808; act of 
February 24, 1810; act of April 23, 1812. 
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to satisfy the claims of certain persons claiming lands under the reso
lutions of Concrress, of the twenty-third of April, one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty-three, and the thirteenth of April, one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-five, as refugees from the British provinces of 
Canada and Nova Scotia, the Secretary for the department of War be, 
and is hereby authorized and directed to give notice in one or more of 
the public paper.:1, of each of the states of Vermont, Massachusetts, 
New York, New Hampshire, and Pennsylvania, to all persons having 
claims under the said resolutions, to transmit to the war office, within 
two years after the passing of this act, a just and true account of their 
claims to the bounty of Congress. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That no other persons shall be 
entitled to the benefit of the provisions of this act, than those of the 
following descriptions, or their widows and heirs, viz : First, those heads 
cf families, and single persons, not members of any such families, who 
were residents in one of the provinces aforesaid, prior to the fourth day 
of July, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-six, and who abandon
ed their settlements, in consequence of having given aid to the United 
Colonies or States, in the revolutionary war against Great Britain, or 
with intention to give such aid, and continued in the United States, er 
in their service, during the said war, and did not return to reside in the 
dominions of the king of Great Britain, prior to the twenty-fifth of 
November, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-three. Secondly, 
the widows and heirs of all such persons as were actual residents, as 
aforesaid, who abandoned their settlements as aforesaid, and died within 
the United States, or in their service, during the said war: And thirdly, 
all persons who were members of families at the time of their coming 
into the United States, and who, during the war, entered into their ser
vice. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlier enacted, That the proof of the several cir
cumstances necessary to entitle the applicants to the benefits of this act, 
may be taken before a judge of the supreme or district court of the 
United States, or a judge of the supreme or superior court, or the first 
justice or first judge of the court of common pleas or county court of 
any state. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That at the expiration of fifteen 
months from and after the passing of this act, and from time to time 
thereafter, it shall be the duty of the Secretary for the department of 
War, to lay such evidence of claims as he may have received, before the 
secretary and comptroller of the treasury, and with them, proceed to 
examine the testimony, and give their judgment what quantity of land 
ought to be allowed to the individual claimants, in proportion to the de
gree of their respective services, sacrifices and sufferings, in consequence 
of their attachment to the cause of the United States; allowing to those 
of the first class, a quantity not exceeding one thousand acres; and to 
the last class, a quantity not exceeding one hundred, making such inter
mediate classes as the resolutions aforesaid, and distributive justice, may, 
in their judgment, require; and make report thereof to Congress. And 
in case any such claimant shall have sustained such losses and sufferings, 
or performed such services for the United States, that he cannot justly 
be classed in any one general class, a separate report shall be made of 
his circumstances, together with the quantity of land that ought to be 
allowed him, having reference to the foregoing ratio: Provided, that 
in considering what compensation ought to be made by virtue of this 
act, all grants, except military grants, which may have been made by 
the United States, or individual states, shall he considered at the just 
value thereof, at the time the same were made; respectively, either in 
whole or in part, as the case may be, a satisfaction to those who may 
have received the same: Provided also, that no claim under this ·law 
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shall b~ assign~ble until after report made to Congress, as aforesaid, 
and until the said lands be granted to the persons intitled to the benefit 
of this act. 

SEc. 5. Be it further enacted, That all claims, in virtue of said 
resolutions of Congress, which shall not be exhibited as aforesaid with
in the time by this act limited, shall forever thereafter be barred. ' 

APPROVED, April 7, 1798. 

CHAP, XXVU.-..in Jlct to continue in force, the act, intituled "..in act prohibit
ing, for a limited time, the exprrrtation ef arms and ammunition; and for 
encouraging the importation thererf." 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa.,. 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 
first, second, third and fourth sections of the act, intituled " An act 
prohibiting, for a limited time, the exportation of arms and ammunition; 
and for encouraging the importation thereof," be, and are hereby con
tinued in force for one year from and after the present session of Con
gress, and from thence to the end of the next session of Congress there
after, and no longer. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the fifth section of the said 
act, except so much thereof as relates to the importation of sulphur and 
saltpetre, be, and is hereby continued in force for one year from and 
after the fourteenth day of June next, and from thence to the end of the 
next session of Congress thereafter, and no longer; and that so much 
of the said fifth section, as relates to the importation of sulphur an<l 
saltpetre, be, and is hereby continued in force for one year from and 
after the fourteenth day of June, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred, 1md from thence to the end of the next session of Con
gress thereafter, and no longer. 

APPROVED, April 7, 1798. 

CHAP, XXVIII.-.9n .'J.ct for an amicable settlement rf limits w£/1, tlte state ,f 
Georgia, and authorizing the eslablisl,me.nt rf a government in the Mississippi 
territory. 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by tlie Senate and Jiouse of Reprtsentati"ves 
qf the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 
President of the United States be, and he hereby is authorized to appoint 
three commissioners; any two of whom shall have power to adjust and 
determine with such commissioners as may be appointed under the 
legislative authority of the state of Georgia, all interfering claims of the 
United States and that state, to territory situate west of the river Chata
houchee, north of the thirty-first degree of north latitude, and south of 
the cession made to the United States by South Carolina: And also to 
receive any proposals for the relinquishment or cession of the whole or 
any part of the other territory claimed by the state of Georgia, and out 
of the ordinary jurisdiction thereof. . 

SEc. 2. Be it furtl,er enacted, That all th_e lands t~us ascertamed 
as the property of the United States, shall be disposed of m such manner 
as shall be hereafter directed by law ; and the nett proceeds thereof 
shall be applied to the sinking and discharging the public debt of t~e 
United States, in the same manner as the proceeds of the other public 
lands in the territory northwest of the river Ohio. 

SEc. 3. Be it further enacted, That all that tract of ~ountry bounded 
on the west by the Mississippi; on the north by a !me to be d~awn 
due cast from the mouth of the Yasous to the Chatahouchee nver; 
on the east by the ri,er Chatahouchee; and on the south by the 
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thirty-first degree of north latit~d~, ~hal~ be, a_nd hereby is consti!uted 
one district to be called the Miss1ss1ppi Territory: and the President 
of the Unit~d States is hereby authorized to establish therein a govern
ment in all respects similar to ~hat now exerci~e<l in the terri~ory north
west of the river Ohio, exceptmg and excludmg the last article of the 
ordinance made for the government thereof by the late Congress on the 
thirteenth day of July one thousand seven hundred and eig~ty-seven, 
and by and with the advice and consent of the Senate to appomt all the 
necessary officers therein, who shall respectively receive the same com
pensations for their services; to be paid in the same manner as by law 
established for similar officers in the territory· northwest of the river 
Ohio; and the powers, duties and emoluments of a superintendent of 
Indian affairs for the southern department, shall be united with those of 
governor: Provided always, that if the President of the Unite.cl States 
should find it most expedient to establish this government in the recess 
of Congress, he shall nevertheless have full power to appoint and com
mission all officers herein authorized; and their commissions shall con
tinue in force until the end of the session of Congress next ensuing the 
establishment of the government. 

SEc. 4. Be it further enacted, That the territory hereby constituted 
one district for the purposes of government, may at the discretion of 
Congress be hereafter divided into two districts, with separate territorial 
governments in each, similar to that established by this act. 

SEc. 5. Be it furtlter enacted, That the establishment of this govern
ment shall in no respect impair the right of the state of Georgia, or of 
any person or persons either to the jurisdiction or the .soil of the said 
territory, but the rights and claims of the said state and of all persons 
interested, are hereby declared to be as firm and available, as if this act 
had never been made. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That from and after the establish
ment of the said government, the people of the aforesaid territory, shall 
be entitled to and enjoy all and singular the rights, privileges and 
advantages granted to the people of the territory of the United States, 
northwest of the river Ohio, in and by the aforesaid ordinance of the 
thirteenth day of July, in the year one thousand seven hundred and 
eighty-seven, in as full and ample a manner as the same are possessed 
and enjoyed by the people of the said last mentioned territory. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That from and after the establish
ment of the aforesaid government, it shall not be lawful for any person 
or persons to import or bring into the said Mississippi territory, from 
any port or place, without the limits of the United States, or to cause or 
procure to be so imported or brought, or knowingly to aid or assist in 
so importing or bringing any sl~ve or slaves, and that every person so 
offending, and being thereof convicted before any court within the said 
territory, having competent jurisdiction, shall forfeit and pay, for each 
and every slave so imported or brought, the sum of three hundred 
dollars; one moiety for the use of the United States, and the other 
moiety for the use of any _rerson or persons who shall sue for the same; 
and that every slave, so imported or brought, shall thereupon become 
entitled to, and receive his or her freedom. 

SEc. 8. And be it furtlter enacted, That the sum of ten thousand 
dolla_rs be, and here?y is appropriated, f?r the purpose of enabling the 
President of the U mted States to carry mto effect the provisions of this 
act; and that the said sum be paid out of any monies in the treasury 
not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, April 7, 1798. 
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CHAP, XXIX,-.!ln .!let authorizing an expenditure, and making an appropria
tion for the reimlmTBement of monies advanced by the Consuls of the United 
States, in certain cases. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled That the 
Secretary of State be, and hereby is authorized, under the direction of 
the President of the United States, to reimburse such reasonable ad
vances of money as have been made, or, during the present year, shall be 
ma?e by the co~suls o~ ~he United States, in making and supporting the 
claims of Amencan citizens to captured property, before the tribunals 
of foreign countries; or for the relief of sick and destitute seamen in 
foreign countries, beyond the sum already allowed by law for that pur
pose. 

SEc. 2. And be it further en~cted, That for the purposes aforesaid, 
there be, and hereby 1s appropriated, a sum not exceeding thirty thou
sand dollars, which shall be paid from any monies which may be in the 
treasury, not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, April 18, 1798. 

CHAP, XXX.-.!ln .!let supplementary to an act intituled ".lln act autliorizing a 
loan for tlte use of the City of Washington, in the District of Columbia ; and 

for other purposes therein mentioned." 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 
President of the United States be, and he hereby is authorized, to cause 
to be loaned to the commissioners appointed under the act, intituled 
"An act for establishing the temporary and permanent seat of the govern
ment of the United States," the sum of one hundred thousand dollars, 
fifty thousand of which shall be advanced in the present year, and the 
remaining fifty thousand shall be advanced in the year one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-nine, at an interest of six per cent. per annum, 
to be computed upon each instalment, from the time it shall be ad
vanced; which sum of one hundred thousand dollars is declared to be 
in full of the monies which the said commissioners are now authorized 
to borrow, under the direction of the President of the United States, 
by virtue of the act, intituled " An act authorizing a loan for the use of 
the city of Washington, in the district of Columbia; and for other pur
poses therein mentioned." 

S,w. 2. Be it furtlier enacted, That the sum herein authorized 
to be borrowed shall be reimbursed by instalments of one fifth part of 
said loan, and the interest thereon, commencing in the year one thou
sand eight hundred and five, and continuing, annually thereafter, till the 
whole shall be repaid; and all the lots in the city of Washington, now 
vested in the said commissioners, or in trustees, in any manner, for the 
use of the United States, and now remaining unsold, excepting those set 
apart for public purposes, shall be, and are he!eby declared and ma~e 
chargeable with the repayment of the sums which shall be advanced, m 
pursuance of this act, and the interest accruing thereon, and shall be 
disposed of in the manner, and under the regulations prescribed by the 
act herein last mentioned. 

SF.c. 3. And be it further enacted, That the sum of fifty thousand 
dollars for the present year, and of fifty thousand dollars for the next 
succeeding year, be, and hereby are appropriated ~or the purposes afore
said, out of any money in the treasury of the Umted States, not other
wise appropriated. 

APPROVED, April 18, 1798. 
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CHAP. XXXI.-.On .11.ct to provide an additional .llrmament for tlie further pro
tection ef the trade ef the United States ; and for other purposes. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress '!sscmbled, That _the Pre
sident of the United States shall be, and he 1s hereby authorized and 
empowered, to cause to be built, purchased or hired, a number of vessels, 
not excee<lincr twelve, nor carrying more than twenty-two guns each, to 
be armed, fitted out and manned under his direction. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the number and grade of 
the oflicers to be appointed for the service of the said vessels, shall be 
fixed by the President of the United States, as well as the number of 
men of which the respective crews shall be composed, who, as well offi
cers as seamen and marines, shall receive the same pay and subsistence, 
be entitled to the same advantages and compensations, be governed by 
the same rules and regulations, and be engaged !or the same time, and 
on the same conditions, as by an act of the Umted States, passed the 
first of July, one thousand seven hund:ed and !1inety-seven, e~titled 
" An act providing a naval armament," 1s ascertamed and established, 
as fully, as if the particular provisions of that act, having reference 
thereto, were herein inserted at large. Provided always, and be it fur
thf:r enacted, That the President of the United States be, and he is 
hereby authorized to cause the term of enlistment of the seamen and 
marines, to be employed in any vessel of the United States, to be ex
tended beyond one year, if the vessel should then be at sea, and until 
ten days after such vessel shall arrive in some convenient port of the 
United States, thereafter; any thing contained in this act, or in the act 
entitled "An act providing a naval armament," to the contrary not
withstanding. 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That the officers of the aforesaid 
vessels may, during the recess of the Senate, be appointed and commis
sioned by the President alone. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtltrr enacted, That the sum of nine hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars be and are hereby appropriated out of any 
monies in the treasury of the United States, beyond the appropriations 
that may heretofore have been charged thereon, for the purpose of car
rying the objects of this act into effect. 

ArrnovED, April 27, 1798. 

CHAP, XXXIII.-.11.n .dct to provide an additional regiment ef .llrtillerists and 
Engineers. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
qf tlie United Stales of America in Congress assembled, That an addi
tional regiment of artillerists and engineers shall and may be engaged, 
by voluntary enlistments, to serve for the term of five years, unless sooner 
discharged, and to be organized as follows; that is to say : There shall 
be one lieutenant-colonel commandant, one adjutant, one surgeon and 
three battalions, each to consist of one major, one adjutant and pay
master, one surgeon's mate, and four companies, of one captain, two 
lieutenants, two cadets with the pay, clothing and rations of a sergeant, 
four sergeants, four corporals, forty-two privates, sappers and miners, ten 
artificers to serve as privates, and two musicians in each company. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the additional regiment which 
shall be raised pursuant to this act, shall be considered as a part of the 
military establishment of the United States, for the time being; and the 
commissioned officers, non-commissioned officers, privates, artificers and 
musicians, who shall engage in the said regiment, shall be entitled to the 
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same bounty, pay and allowances, respectively, according to their cor
respondent ranks, as are, or shall be by law, authorized and provided 
for the other parts of ~he same establishment, and shall be governed by 
the same rules and articles of war, and shall be armed and accoutred, in 
such manner as the President of the United States shall direct, and shall 
and may be employed by him, in detachments, or otherwise, in the field, 
or the fortifications upon the sea coast, as, in his opinion, the public ser
vice shall require. 

SEc. 3. A.nd be it further enacted, That the Secretary of War shall 
provide, at the public expense, under the direction of the President of 
the United States, all necessary books, instruments and apparatus, for 
the use and benefit of the said regiment. 

APPROVEV, April 27, 1798. 

CHAP, XXXIV.-..in Act for erecting Lighthouses, and placing buoys and stakes 
at the places therein mentioned. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representative~ 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That as soon as 
a cession shall be made by the state of Virginia to the United States, of 
the jurisdiction over a tract of land proper for the purpose, the Secretary 
of the Treasury be, and he is hereby authorized to provide, by contract, 
to be approved by the President of the United States, for building a light
house on Old Point Comfort, in the said state, and to furnish the same 
with all necessary supplies; and also to agree for the l'alaries or wages 
of the person or persons who may be appointed by the President for the 
superintendence and care of the same, and that the President be autho
rized to make the said appointments; and also, that the Secretary of the 
Treasury be authorized to cause six buoys to be placed near the entrance 
of Portland harbor, in the state of Massachusetts, at such places as, in 
his opinion, will best secure the navigation of the said port; and to 
cause the channel of Warren river, from N arraganset Bay, to the port 
of Warren, in the state of Rhode Island, to be staked out and distinctly 
marked. 

SEc. 2. A.nd be it further enacted, That there be appropriated and 
paid, out of the monies arising from imports and tonnage, the sum of 
three thousand and fifty dollars, for the purposes aforesaid. 

APPROVED, April 27, 1798. 

CHAP, XXXV.-.9n .!let to establish an Executive department, lo be denominated 
t!te Department ef t!te Navy. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House ~f Representatives 
of tlie United States of America in Congress assembled, That there shall 
be an executive department under the denomination of the Department 
of the Navy, the chief officer of which shall be called the Secretary of 
the Navy, whose duty it shall be to execute such orders as he shall 
receive from the President of the United States, relative to the procure
ment of naval stores and materials and the construction, armament, 
equipment and employment of vessels of war, as well as all other matters 
connected with the naval establishment of the United States.(a) 
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SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That a principal clerk and such 
other clerks as he shall think necessary, shall be appointed by the Secre
tary of the Navy, who shall be employed in such manner as he shall 
deem most expedient. In case of vacancy in the office of the secretary, 
by removal or otherwise, it shall be the duty of the principal clerk to 
take the charge and custody of all the books, records and documents of 
the said office. 

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Navy 
be and he is hereby authorized and empowered, immediately after he 
shall be appointed and shall enter upon the duties of his office, to take 
possession of all the records, books and documents and all other matters 
and things appertaining to this department, which are now deposited in 
the office of the Secretary at War. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That there shall be allowed to 
the Secretary of the Navy an annual salary of three thousand dollars, pay
able quarter yearly at the treasury of the United States, and the respllc
tive clerks in the office of the said department shall receive the same 
compensations and be subject to the same regulations, as are provided 
by an act, supplemental to the act, establishing the treasury department, 
and for a further compensation to certain officers, in the offices of the 
other executive departments. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That so much of an act, entitled 
"An act to establish an executive department, to be denominated the 
department of war," as vests any of the powers contemplated by the pro
visions of this act, in the Secretary for the department of War, shall be 
repealed, from and after the period when the Secretary of the Navy shall 
enter on the duties of his office. 

APPROVED, April 30, 1798. 

CHAP. XXXVI.-An .IJ.ct to authorize certain Officers and other persons to admin
ister oaJ,hs.( a) 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Pre
sident of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, a 
chairman of a committee of the whole, or a chairman of a select com
mittee of either house, shall be empowered to administer oaths or affirma
tions to witnesses, in any case under their examination. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlier enacted, That if any person shall wilfully, 
absolutely and falsely swear or affirm, touching any matter or thing 
material to the point in question, whereto he or she shall be thus 
examined, every person so offending, and being thereof duly convicted, 
shall be subjected, to the pains, penalties and disabilities, which by Jaw 
are_prescribcd for the punishment of the crime of wilful and corrupt 
perJury. 

APPROVED, May 3, 1798. 

CHAP. XXXVII.-.fln Act supplementary to the act providing for tl,e further 
defence ef the ports and harbors ef the United States.(b) 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by tlie Senate and Ifouse qf Representatives 
ef tlte United States ef America in Congress assembled, That a sum not 
exceeding two hundred and fitly thousand dollars, in addition to the 
sums heretofore appropriated, remaining unexpended, shall be, and is 
hereby appropriated, and shall and may be paid out of any monies not 

(a) An act to extend the provision of the act to authorize certain officers and other persons, to admin
ister oaths, May 3, 1798; also act of February 8, 1817, chap. 10. 

{b) An act to provide for the further defence of the ports and harbors of the United States, June 23, 
1797, chap. 3. • 
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before appropriated, to make and complete, at the discretion of the Pre
sident of the United States, the fortifications heretofore directed for cer
tain ports and harbors, and to erect fortifications in any other place or 
places as the public safety shall require, in the opinion of the Presi-. 
dent of the United States; and which other fortifications he is hereby 
authorized to cause to be erected, under his direction from time to time 
as he shall judge necesRary. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That where any state, which was 
found indebted to the United States, by the report of the commissioners 
for settling the accounts between the United States, and the individual 
states, shall, with the approbation of the President of the United States 
proceed to finish or complete any fortification heretofore commenced by 
such state, for the defence of any port or harbor within the same, or 
shall, under the direction of the President of the United States, make 
and erect any additional fortifications, pursuant to the act, intituled 
"An act to provide for the further defence of the ports and harbors 
within the United States," as well the previous expenditures made since 
the twentieth day of March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety
four, which shall be approved by the President of the United States, as 
the expenditures which have been, or which shall be directed by him, 
shall be allowed and credited to such state, on account of the balance 
found and reported, as aforesaid: Provided, that no expenditure ex
ceeding the balance found and reported against the respective state, shall 
be allowed as aforesaid; and provided, that the fortifications for which 
the whole, or any part of the expenditure, shall be so allowed and cre
dited as aforesaid, with their privileges and appurtenances, shall be, and 
shall be declared and established as the property of the United States, 
while maintained by them. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That these words of the said act, 
intituled "An act for the further defence of the ports and harbors of the 
United States," that is to say, "Provided, the said states shall, and do 
cede to the United States, the lands or places on which such fortifica
tions shall be so erected, in cases where the lands are the property of 
such states," shall be, and the same are hereby repealed. 

APPROVED, May 3, 1798. 

CHAP. XXXVIII.-.Bn JJ.ct to enalJle the President rf the United States to pro
cure Cannon, JJ.rms and JJ.mmunition, and for other purposes. 

SEC'r!ON 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That a sum not 
exceeding eight hundred thousand dollars, shall be, and hereby is appro
priated, and shall and may be paid out of any monies not before appro
priated, under the direction of the President of the United States, to 
purchase, as soon as may be, a sufficient number of cannon, also a sup
ply of small arms, and of ammunition and military stores, to be deposited, 
and used, as will be most conducive to the public safety and defence, at 
the discretion of the President of the United States. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
Stat.es be, and he is hereby authorized, in case he shall find it impracti
cable, to procure by purchase, with certainty and dispatch proportionate 
to the necessities of the public service, the cannon and arms hereby 
required, and any considerable part thereof shall he likely to be deficient, 
to take, by lease, for a term of years, or by sale in fee, to the United 
States, one or more suitable place or places where cannon or small arms 
may be advantageously cast and manufactured, and shall and may there 
establish founderies and armouries for the manufacture of the same, 
Mspectively, and shall cause suitable artisans and laborers to be there 
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employed for account of the United States; and shall and may appoint 
one or more persons to superintend the said works, under the direction 
of the department of war. And an account of the expenditures which 
shall be incurred in forming and employing these establishments; and 
of the cannon and arms which shall be cast and manufactured therein 
respectively, shall be laid before the Congress of the United States at 
their next session, and annually thereafter, so long as the same shall be 
continued. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the sum of one hundred 
thousand dollars shall be and hereby is appropriated, and shall be paid 
out of any monies not before appropriated, for the hire, purchase and 
employ of the said founderies and armouries, respectively, in case such 
establishments shall be found necessary, as hereinbefore provided. 

APPROVED, May 4, 1798. 

CHAP, XXXIX.-.Bn.Bct lo authorize the President of the lTniied States to cause tr, 
be purchased, or built, a number rf small vessels to be equipped a.s gallies, or other
wise. 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House <if Representatives 
of the United States <if America in Congress assembled, That the Pre
sident of the United States be, and he is hereby authorized, if the same 
shall appear to him necessary for the protection of the United States, to 
cause a number of small vessels, not exceeding ten to be built, or pur
chased, and to be fitted out, manned, armed and equipped as gallies, or 
otherwise, in the service of the United States, the officers and men to 
be on the same pay, and to receive the same subsistence, as officers of 
the same rank and men are entitled to, in the navy of the United States. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said officers shall be ap
pointed and commissioned by the President of the United States alone 
during the recess of the Senate; and the said gallies or vessels shall be 
stationed in such parts of the United States, as he may direct. 

SEc. :l. And be it furtlier enacted, That there be appropriated for the 
purpose aforesaid, the sum of eighty thousand dollars, out of any monies 
in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, May 4, 1798. 

CHAP. XLI.-.9n .Oct directing the payment of a detachment rf Militia, for ser
vices performed in tl,e year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four, under 
Major James Ore, 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and liouse [!{ Representatives qf tlte United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the proper accounting 
officers be, and they are hereby authorized to settle the accounts of the 
militia who served on an expedition commanded by Major James Ore, 
against the lower Cherokee Indians, in the year one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-four; and that the same be paid out of any monies 
in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, May 8, 1798. 

CHAP, XLII.-.9n .11.ct, to continue in force, a part of an act re:;pecting the com
pensation to the Officers and Mariners rf the Revenue Cutters. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Cortf(rcss assembled, That the first secdon of an act 
passed the sixth day of May, one thousand seven hundred and ninety
six, intituled "An act making further provision relative to the revenue 
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cutters," be, and the same is hereby continued in force to the end of the 
next sesston of Congress. 

APPROVED, May 8, 1798. 

CHAP, XLIII.-An Act to revive and continue in force, the act respecting the com• 
pemation qf clerks, and for other purposes, 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the act 
passed on the thirtieth day of May, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-six, intituled "An act to regulate the compensation of clerks," 
be and the same hereby is revived and continued in force, until the first 
day of January next. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That to the aggregate of compen
sations for clerks in the present year, as fixed, pursuant to the aforesaid 
act, there shall be added, during the present year, the following sums, to 
wit: In the War department, one thousand six hundred dollars, for such 
additional clerks, and in such proportions, as the secretary of that de
partment shall think fit: In the Treasury department, three thousand 
dollars for enabling the Comptroller and Auditor to employ such clerks 
as may be necessary in adjusting and settling the accounts which origi
nated under the government of the United States, prior to the fourth 
day of March, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine. 

SEC, 3. And be it further enacted, That the sum of one hundred dol
lars be allowed and paid, for the year one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-eight, to each of the principal and engrossing clerks in the office 
of the secretary of the Senate, and of the clerk of the House of Repre
sentatives; also, the like sum to the sergeant-at-arms of the House of 
Representatives, and to each of the doorkeepers and assistant door
keepers of the two Houses of Congress, in addition to the compensations 
heretofore allowed them by law. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the aforesaid sums, together 
with the sum of two hundred dollars additional allowance for a clerk in 
the Mint, granted by the aforesaid act, shall be paid out of the sum of 
six hundred thousand dollars, reserved by the act "making provision 
for the debt of the United States." 

APPROVED, May 14, 1798. 

CHAP. XLVI.-AnAct to amend the act intituled "Jin act to amend and repeal, 
in part, the act intituled An act to ascertain and ftx the Military establishment 
of the United States." 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Represcnta~vcs 
of tl1e United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Briga
dier General who is now, or may hereafter be in the service of the United 
States be, and he hereby is authorized to choose his brigade-major and 
inspector, or either of them, from the commissioned officers in _th~ line 
of the army; and that so much of the second section of the act, mtituled 
" An act to amend and repeal, in part, the act, intituled An act to 
ascertain and fix the military establishment of the United Stat_es," as 
confines the choice of brigade-major and inspector to the captains and 
subalterns of the line, be, and the same is hereby repea!ed. 

S&c. 2. And be it further enacted, That the accountrng o~cers of the 
treasury shall allow to Major Cushing the monthly pay, rat101_1s, forage 
and allowances for the same as established by law for an mspector, 
during the time he has acted i~ said capacity by appointment of General 
Wilkinson. 

APPROVED, May 22, 1798. 
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CHAP. XL VII.-An Act authorizing the President '!f the United States to raise a 
Provisional Armu. 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatfoes 
of the United States of America in 007:gress assembled! Th_at the Pre. 
sident of the United States be, and he 1s hereby authorized, Ill the ernnt 
of a declaration of war against the United States, or of actual invasion 
of their territory, by a foreign power, or of imminent danger of such 
invasion discovered in his opinion to exist, before the next session of 
Congress, to cause to be enlisted, and to call into actu~l ~ervice, a num
ber of troops, not exceeding ten thousand non-comm1ss10ned_ officers, 
musicians and privates, to be enlisted for a term not exceedmg three 
years: each of whom shall be entitled to receive a bounty of ten dol-
lars, one half on enlisting, and the other half on joining the corps to 
which he may belong. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President be, and he is 
hereby authorized to organize, with a suitable number of major-generals, 
and conformably to the military establishment of the United States, the 

may organize 
those troops, 
and appoint 
their officers 
the recess. 

in said troops into corps of artillery, cavalry and infantry, as the exigencies 
of the service may require; and in the recess of the Senate, alone to 
appoint the commissioned officers. The appointment of the field officers 
to be submitted to the advice and consent of the Senate, at their next 
s11bsequent meeting. The commissioned and non-commissioned officers, 
musicians and privates, raised in pursuance of this act, shall be subject 
to the rules and articles of war, and rl:'gulations for the government of 
the army, and be entitled to the same pay, clothing, rations, forage and 

Those troops 
to be on the 
footing of the 
other troops of 
the U. States. 

1798, ch. 57. 
The President 

may accept of 
volunteers, in 
addition to 
those troops. 
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His pay and 
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all other emoluments, bounty excepted, and in case of wounds or disa
bility received in service, to the same compensation as the troops of the 
United States are by law entitled. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlier enacted, That in addition to the aforesaid 
number of troops, the President is hereby empowered, at any time 
within three years after the passing of this act, if in his opinion the pub
lic interest shall require, to accept of any company or companies of 
volunteers, either of artillery, cavalry or infantry, who may associate 
and offer themselves for the service, who shall be armed, clothed and 
equipped at their own expense, and whose commissioned officers the Pre
sident is hereby authorized to appoint; who shall be liable to be called 
upon to do military duty at any time the President shall judge proper, 
within two years after he shall accept the same; and when called into 
actual service, and while remaining in the same, shall be under the same 
rules and regulations, and shall be entitled to the same pay, rations, for-
age and emoluments of every kind, excepting bounty and clothing, as the 
other troops to be raised by this act. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlier enacted, That in case any such volunteer 
while in actual service, and in the line of his duty, sustains any damage' 
by injury done to his horse, arms or equipage, or by loss of the same' 
without any fault or negligence on his part, a reasonable sum to b; 
ascertained in such manner as the President shall direct, shall be 
allowed for each and every such damage or loss. 

SEc. G. And be it furtlier enacted, That whenever the President shall 
dee:n it expedient, he is hereby empowered to appoint, by and with the 
adv1c? and cor_isent of th? Senate, a commander of the army which may 
be raised by virtue of this act, and who being commissioned as lieuten-
ant-general may be authorized to command the armies of the United 
States, and shall be entitled to the following pay and emoluments, viz.: 
two hundred and fifty dollars monthly pay, fifty dollars monthly allow
ance for forage, w~en the same shall not be prorided by the United 
States, and forty rations per day, or money in lieu thereof at the current 
price, who shall have authority to appoint, from time to time, such nurn-
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ber o~ aids not exceeding four, and secretaries not exceeding two, as he 
may Judge proper, each to have the rank, pay and emoluments of a lieu
tenant-colonel. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That whenever the President shall 
deem it expedient, he is hereby empowered, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, to appoint an inspector-general, with the rank of 
major-~eneral, and the l!'ajor-generals and· inspector-general shall each 
be entitled to the followrng pay and emoluments, viz. : one hundred and 
sixty-six dollars ~onthly pa.Y, twenty dollar_s monthly allowance for forage, 
when the same 1s not provided by the Umted States, and fifteen rations 
per day, or money in lieu thereof, at the current price; and shall be and 
they are hereby authorized to appoint two aids, each of whom shall have 
the rank, pay and emoluments of a major. And at the time aforesaid 
the President is further empowered, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate, to appoint an adjutant-general, who shall have the rank 
pay and emoluments of a brigadier-gene.ral. And the President is hereby 
authorized al~ne to appoint, from time to time, when he shall judge pro
per, assistant mspectors to every separate portion of the army, consisting 
of one or more divisions, who shall be deputy adjutant-generals thereof 
respectively, and who shall be taken from the line of the army, and 
allowed, in addition to their pay, eight dollars per month; and likewise 
to appoint inspectors and sub-inspectors to each brigade and corps of 
every description, at his discretion, taking them from the line of the 
army, and they shall each receive, while acting in said capacity, an addi
tional pay of six dollars per month. 

SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That in case the President shall 
judge the employment of a quartermaster-general, physician-genera) and 
paymaster-general or either of them essential to the public interest, he 
is hereby authorized, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
to appoint the same accordingly, who shall be entitled to the rank, pay 
and emoluments which follow, viz. : quartermaster-general, the rank, pay 
and emoluments of a lieutenant-colonel; physician-general and pay
master-general each the pay and emoluments of a lieutenant-colonel. 
Provided, that in case the President shall judge it expedient to appoint 
a commander of the army, an inspector-general, adjutant-general, quar
termaster-general, physician-general and paymaster-general, or either of 
them, in the recess of the Senate, he is hereby authorized to make any 
or all of said appointments and grant commissions thereon, which shall 
expire at the end of the next session of the Senate thereafter. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That the laws of the United States, 
respecting the regulations and emoluments of recruiting officers; punish
ment of persons who shall procure or entice a soldier to desert or shall 
purchase his arms, uniform clothing, or any part thereof; and the punish
ment of every commanding officer of any ship or vessel who shall receive 
on board his ship or vessel as one of his crew, knowing him to have 
deserted, or otherwise carry away any soldier or refuse to deliver him up 
to the orders of his commanding officer; and the Jaw respecting the 
oath or affirmation to be taken by officers, non-commissioned officers, 
musicians and privates; and respecting the inserting of conditions in 
the enlistments; and all other laws respecting the military establishment 
of the United States, excepting in such cases where different and specific 
regulations are made by this act-shall be in force and apply to all per
sons, matters and things within the intent and meaning of this act, in 
the same manner, as they would, were they inserted at large in the 
same. 
. SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That the commander of ~h_e army, 
mspector-general, adjutant-general, quartermaster-general, p~ys1cian-gen
ral, and paymaster-general, and the general, field and com1!nss10ned ?ffice_rs 
who may be appointed by virtue of this act, shall respectively contmne m 
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commission during such term only as the President shall jud~e requisite 
for the public service and that it shall be lawful for the President to dis
charge the whole or a~y part of the troops, which ~ay be raised or accepted 
under authority of this act, whenever he shall Judge the measure con
sistent with the public safety . 

.SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That no commissioned or staff. 
officer, who shall be appointed by virtue of this act, shall be entitled to 
receive pay or emoluments until he shall be called into actual service, 
nor for any longer time than he shall continue therei~. Provided, 
nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent captams and subal
terns from receiving pay and emoluments while employed in the recruit
ing service. And provided also, that no enlistment ·shall take place by 
virtue of this act after three years from the passing thereof. 

SEc. 11. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the 
President of the United States, at his discretion, upon the request of any 
militia corps established by law, in any state, disposed to inform them
selves in the use of artillery, or of the executive of any state, in behalf 
of such corps, to suffer to be loaned to them, such pieces, not exceeding 
two to any one corps, of the field artillery of the United States, as may 
be most conveniently spared, to be taken, removed and returned, at the 
expense of the party requesting: who are to be accountable for the same, 
and to give receipts accordingly. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States shall be, and he is hereby authorized, when, under his orders, 
any portion of the militia, or any volunteer corps, shall be called forth 
and engaged in the actual service of the United States, to suffer to be 
loaned, at the request of the executive of the state from which such 
militia shall be called forth, or of such volunteer corps, appearing to be 
unavoidably deficient, a supply of field artillery, arms and accoutrements 
from the arsenals of the United States, as the case may require; proper 
receipts and security being given to be accountable to return the same, 
the accidents of the service excepted. 

SEc. 13. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States shall be, and he is hereby authorized to cause to be purchased and 
procured a quantity of caps, swords or sabres, and pistols with holsters, not 
exceeding what may be sufficient for four thousand cavalry, and to be 
deposited in the parts of the United States, where he shall deem it most 
convenient for the supply of any corps of cavalry which shall be called into 
the actual service of the United States, and which the President of the 
United States may loan upon the terms and the like receipts, to be account
able as herein before provided. And for this purpose, and towards defray
ing the expenses which may be necessarily incurred before the next ses
sion of Congress, in executing the other purposes of this act, a sum not 
exceeding two hundred thousand dollars, shall be, and is hereby appro
priated, and shall and may be paid at the treasury, under the orders of 
the President of the United States, out of any money not already appro
priated. 

SEc. 14. And be it furtlter enacted, That the private soldiers who 
are and who shall be enlisted and employed in the service of the United 
States, shall be, and they are hereby exempted, during their term of 
service, from all personal arrests, for any debt or contract. And when
ever any soldier shall be arrested, whether by rnesne process, or in exe
cution, contrary to the intent hereof, it shall be the duty of the judge of 
the district court of the district in which the arrest shall happen, and of 
any justice of the supreme court of the United States, and of any court 
or judge of a state, who, by the laws of such state, are authorized to 
issue writs of habeas corpus, respectively, on application by any officer 
of the corps in which such soldier shall be engaged, to grant a writ of 
habeas corpus returnable before himself; and upon due hearing and 
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examination, in a summary manner, to discharge the soldier from such 
arrest, taking common bail, if required, in any case upon mesne process, 
and commit him to the applicant, or some other officer of the same 
corps. 

APPROVED, May 28, 1798. 

CHAP. XL VIII.-An Act more effectually to protect the Commerce and Cotl8ta ef 
the United States. 

WHEREAS armed vessels sailing under authority or pretence of autho
rity from the Republic of France, have committed depredations on the 
commerce of the United States, and have recently captured the vessels 
and property of citizens thereof, on and near the coasts, in violation of 
the law of nations, and treaties between the United States and the 
French nation. Therefore: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That it shall be law
ful for the President of the United States, and he is hereby authorized 
to instruct and direct the commanders of the armed vessels belonging to 
the United States to seize, take and bring into any port of the United 
States, to be proceeded against according to the laws of nations, any 
such armed vessel which shall have committed or which shall be found 
hovering on the coasts of the United States, for the purpose of commit
ting depredations on the vessels belonging to citizens thereof;-and also 
to retake any ship or vessel, of any citizen or citizens of the United States 
which may have been captured by any such armed vessel. 

APPROVED, May 28, 1798. 

CHAP, XLIX,-.On Act providing for the relief ef persons imprisoned for Dd,ts 
due lo the United Slates. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States qf America in Congress assembled, That any person 
imprisoned upon execution issuing from any court of the United States, 
for a debt due to the United States, which he shall be unable to pay, 
may, at any time after commitment, make application, in writing, to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, stating the circumstances of his case, and his 
inability to discharge the debt; and it shall thereupon be lawful for the 
said Secretary to make, or require to be made, an examination and 
inquiry into the circumstances of the debtor, either by the oath or 
affirmation of the debtor, (which the said secretary, or any other person 
by him specially appointed, are hereby authorized to administer) or 
otherwise, as the said secretary shall deem necessary and expedient, to 
ascertain the truth; and upon proof being made to his satisfaction, that 
such debtor is unable to pay the debt for which he is imprisoned, and 
that he hath not concealed, or made any conveyance of his estate, in 
trust, for himself, or with an intent to defraud the United States, or 
deprive them of their legal priority, the said secretary is hereby autho
rized to receive from such debtor, any deed, assignment, or conveyance 
of the real or personal estate of such debtor, if any he hath, or any col
lateral security to the use of the United States; and upon a compliance 
by the debtor, with such terms and conditions as the said secretary may 
judge reasonable and proper, under all the circumstances of the case, it 
shall be lawful for the said secretary to issue his order, under his hand, 
to the keeper of the prison, directing him to discharge such debtor from 
his imprisonment under such execution, and he shall be accordingly dis
char<1ed, and shall not be liable to be imprisoned again for the said Jebt; 
but the judgment shall remain good and sufficient in law, and may be 
satisfied out of any estate which may then, or at any time afterwards, 
belong to the debtor. 

VoL. I.-71 
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SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That if any person shall falsely 
take an oath or affirmation under this act, he shall be deemed guilty of 
perjury, and be subject to the pains and penalties provided in the third 
section of an act, intituled " An act for the relief of persons imprisoned 
for debt." 

SEC, 3. And be it further enacted, That the benefit of this act shall 
not be extended to any person imprisoned for any fine, forfeiture or 
penalty, incurred by a breach of any Jaw of the United States, or for 
monies had and received by any officer, agent, or other person, for their 
use. 

APPROVED, June 6, 1798. 

CHAP. L.-.On .8.cl ll'UJYPlementary to an act fotituled ".8.n act for tl,e relief rf 
persons imprisoned for Debt." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That any person imprisoned 
upon process issuing from any court of the United States in any civil 
action, against whom judgment has been, or shall be recovered, shall be 
entitled to the privileges and relief provided by an act, intituled "An 
act for the relief of persons imprisoned for debt," under the regulations 
and restrictions of the same act ; after the expiration of thirty days from 
the time such judgment has been, or shall be recovered, though the 
creditor should not, within that time, sue out his execution, and charge 
the debtor therewith. 

APPROVED, June 6, 1708. 

CHAP. Ll.-An .llct respecting loan qffice and final settlement certiji.cates, indents 
if interest, and the unfunded or registered debt credited in the books of the 
Treasury. 

SECTION l. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of tlte United States of America in Congress assembled, That so much 
of the act, intituled "An act making further provision for the support 
of public credit, and for the redemption of the public debt," passed the 
third day of March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five, as bars 
from settlement or allowance, certificates, commonly called loan. office 
and final settlement certificates, and indents of interest, be, and the same 
is hereby suspended for the term of one year from and after the time of 
the passing of this act; a notification of which tP-mporary suspension of 
the act of limitation shall be published by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
for the information of the holders of the said certificates, in one or more 
of the public papers in each of the United States. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That on the liquidation and settle
ment of such of the said certificates, and indents of interest, as may be 
presented at the treasury, pursuant to this act, the creditors shall be 
allowed to receive certificates of funded three per cent. stock of the 
United States, equal to the said indents, and the arrearages of interest 
due on their said certificates, prior to the first day of January, one thou
sand seven hundred and ninety-one. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlier enacted, That the principal sums of the said 
loan office and final settlement certificates, with the interest thereon, 
since the first day of January, one thousand seven hundred and ninety
one, shall and may be discharged, after liquidation at the treasury, by the 
payment of interest and reimbursement of principal, equal to the sums 
which would have been payable thereon, if the said certificates had been 
subscribed, pursuant to the acts making provision for the debts of the 
United States, contracted during the late war, and by the payment of 
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other sums, equal to the market value of the remaining funded stock, 
which would have been cre~ted by subscriptions, as aforesaid ; which 
market value shall be determmed by the Comptroller of the Treasury. 

SEC, 4. And be it further _enacted, '~hat the sum of twenty thousand 
dollars ~hall be, and here~y 1~ appropnated for the purposes aforesaid, 
to be paid out of a~y monies m the tre!sury not otherwise appropriated. 

SE?· 5. 1nd be it further enacted, fhat from and after the passing 
of this act, 1t shall not be lawful for the officers of the treasury to issue 
or cause to be issued, any certificates of registered or unfunded debt; 
and that to satisfy such claims for services, or supplies furnished or done 
prior to the establishment of the present constitution of the United States 
as shall be allowed according to law, and the course of settlement at th; 
treasury, there be appropriated a sum not exceeding twenty thousand 
dollars, to be paid out of any monies in the treasury not otherwise ap
propriated. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the commissioners of the 
sinking fund shall be, and they are hereby required to reimburse, or 
cause to be reimbursed, the principal sums of the unfunded, or regis
~ered debt of the United States, credited on the books of the treasury, 
and commissioners of loans; and that they cause a notification to be 
published, informing the creditors generally, of the said reimbursement, 
and that interest on the said debts will cease at the expiration of six 
months after the date of the said notification ; and that a sum not ex
ceeding ninety thousand dollars be appropriated for the reimbursement 
of the debts aforesaid, out of any monies in the treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. 

SEC. 7. And be it furtlier enacted, That it shall be lawful for the 
creditor!.' of the unfunded or registered debt aforesaid, to receive certifi
cates of funded three per cent. stock, equal to the arrearages of interest 
due to them, respectively, prior to the first day of January, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-one; and on the requisition of each or any 
of the said creditors, the proper officers of the treasury are hereby re
quired to issue, or cause to be issued, the said certificates of funded 
three per cent. stock accordingly. 

APPROVED, June 12, 1798. 

CHAP. Lll.-.Rn .Bet making appropriations for tl,e :Military establishment, for 
the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight; and /IYT' other purposes. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of tlie United States ef America in Congress assembled, That for the 
support of the military establishment, for the year one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-eight, the pay and subsistence of the officers and 
men; bounties and premiums; the clothing, hospital, ordnance, <J uar
termasters and Indian departments; the defensive protection of the fron
tiers; the contingent expenses of the war department, and the payment 
of military pensions; the sum of one million four hundred and eleven 
thousand seven hundred and ninety eight dollars (including the sum of 
two hundred thousand dollars already appropriated on account) he, and 
hereby is appropriated; that is to say; 

For the pay of the army of the United States, the sum of two hundred 
and sixty-four thousand eight hundred and twenty-four dollars. 

For the subsistence of the officers of the army, the sum of forty thou
sand six hundred and sixty-one dollars. 

For the subsistence of the non-commissioned officers and privates, the 
sum of two hundred and forty-seven thousand one hundred and seventy
eight dollars. 

For forage, the sum of tifteen thousand eight hundred and sixteen 
dollars. 
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For equipments, for one company of cavalry, two thousand one hun
dred and forty dollars. 

For horses for the cavalry, to replace those which may die, or become 
unfit for service, the sum of four thousand five hundred dollars. 

For clothing, the sum of eighty-three thousand and fifty dollars. 
For bounties and premium, the sum of thirty-eight thousand dollars. 
For the hospital department, the sum of ten thousand dollars. 
For the ordnance department, the sum of forty-three thousand dollars. 
For the quartermaster's department, the sum of two hundred and 

twenty-four thousand dollars. 
For the Indian department, the following sums, that is to say: 
For the payment of annuities to the Six Nations, Chickasaws, Chero

kees and Creeks, the sum of fourteen thousand dollars. 
For the expenses attending the transportation of goods, for the above 

mentioned annuities, the sum of nine thousand dollars. 
For promoting civilization, and pay of temporary agents, the sum of 

fifteen thousand dollars. 
For rations to Indians at the different military posts, and within their 

respective nations, the sum of twenty thousand dollars. 
For building a grist and saw mill for the use of the Stockbridge In

dians, agreeably to a treaty in one thousand seven hundred and ninety
four, three thousand dollars. 

For contingent expenses for presents to Indians on their visits to the 
seat of government, and expenses attending their journies, and during 
their stay in Philadelphia, the sum of ten thousand dollars. 

For the defensive protection of the frontiers of the United States, in
cluding the erection and repair of forts and fortificatiom1, the sum of 
sixty thousand dollars. 

For Joss of stores, allowances to officers on being ordered to distant 
commands, and for special purposes; advertising and apprehending 
deserters, printing, for purchasing of maps, and other contingent ex
penses, the sum of twenty thousand dollars. 

For the annual allowance to the invalids of the United States, for their 
pensions, from the fifth of March, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-eight, to the fourth day of March, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-nine, the sum of one hundred and two thousand and sixty
seven dollars, and seven cents. 

For the construction and repair of certain vessels on the lakes, in the 
service of government, and the pay and subsistence of the officers and 
crews of the same, sixteen thousand seven hundred dollars. 

For making good a Jeficieucy in the appropriations for the subsist
ence of the non-commissioned officers and privates of the army of the 
United States, for the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven, 
the sum of one hundred and fourteen thousand one hundred and sixty
seven dollars, and ninety-five cents. 

For making good a deficiency in the appropriation for the expense of 
the quartermaster's and Indian departments; the defensive protection 
of the frontiers; bounties, and all other contingent expenses of the war 
department, for the year one th?usand seven hundred and ninety-seven, 
the sum of fifty-four thousand six hundred and ninety-four dollars. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the appropriations herein 
before made, shall be paid and discharged out of the surplus of the re
venue and income beyond the appropriations heretofore charged thereon, 
to the end of the present year. 

APPROVED, June 12, 1798. 
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CuAP. LIII.-.On .Oct to suspend the .. commercial intercourse between the United 
States and France, and the dependencies thereef. (a) 

SECTIO~ I. Be it enacted by_ the_ Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United State_s of America in Congress assembled, That no ship 
or vessel, owned, hired, or employed, wholly or in part, by any person 
resident within the United States, and which shall depart therefrom after 
the first day of July next_, shall be allowed to proceed directly, or from 
any intermediate port ?r place, to any port. or place within the territory 
of the French Republic, or the dependencies thereof, or to any place in 
the West Indies, or elsewhere under the acknowledged government of 
France, or_ shall b~ ef!lploye~ in_ any ~raffic or commerce with, or for any 
person resident w1thm the Junsd1ct1on, or under the authority of the 
French Republic. And if any ship or vessel, in any voyage thereafter 
commencing, and before her return within the United States, shall be 
voluntarily carried, or suffered to proceed to any French port or place as 
aforesaid, or shall be employed as _aforesaid, contrary to the intent here
of, every such ship or vessel together with her cargo shall be forfeited, 
and shall accrue, the one half to the use of the United States, and the 
other half to the use of any person or persons, citizens of the United 
States, who will inform and prosecute for the same; and shall be liable 
to be seized, prosecuted and condemned in any circuit or district court 
of the United States which shall be holden within or for the district where 
the seizure shall be made. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That after the first day of July 
next, no clearance for a foreign voyage shall be granted to any ship or 
vessel, owned, hired, or employed, wholly or in part, by any person resi
dent within the United States, until a bond shall be given to the use of 
the United States, wherein the owner or employer, if usually resident or 
present, where the clearance shall be required, and otherwise his agent 
or factor, and the master or captain of such ship or vessel for the in
tended voyage, shall be parties, in a sum equal to the value of the ship 
or vessel, and her cargo, and shall find sufficient surety or sureties, to 
the amount of one half the value thereof, with condition that the same 
shall not, during her intended voyage, or before her return within the 
United States, proceed, or be carried, directly or indirectly, to any port 
or place within the territory of the French Republic, or the dependen
cies thereof, or any place in the West Indies, or elsewhere, under the 
acknowledged government of France, unless by distress of weather, or 
want of provisions, or by actual force and violence, to be fully proved 
and manifested before the acquittance of such bond; and that such ves
sel is not, and shall not be employed during her intended voyage, or 
before her return, as aforesaid, in any traffic or commerce with or for 
any person resident within the territory of that republic, or in any of the 
dependencies thereof. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That from and after due notice 
of the passing of this act, no French ship or vessel, armed or unarmed, 
commissioned by or for, or under the authority of the French Republic, 
or owned, fitted, hired or employed by any person resident within the 
territory of that republic, or any of the dependencies thereof, or sailing 
or coming therefrom, excepting any vessel_ to whi?h the Presiden~ of the 
United States shall grant a passport, which he 1s hereby authonzed to 
grant in all cases where it shall be requisite for the purposes of any 
political or national intercourse, shall be allowed an entry, or to remain 
within the territory of the United States, unless driven there by distress 
of weather, or in want of provisions. And if contrary to the intent 
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hereof any such ship or vessel shall_ be f?und withi~ the jurisdictional 
limits of the United States, not bemg liable to seizure for any other 
cause, the company having charge thereof shall be required to depart 
and carry away the same, avoiding all unnecessary delay; and if they 
shall, notwithstanding, remain, it sha.l_l be the di_ity of the collector of 
the district wherein, or nearest to which, such ship or vessel shall be, to 
seize and a'etain the same, at the expense of the United States: Provided, 
that ships or vessels which shall be bona .fide the property of, or hired 
or employed by citizens of the United States, shall be excepted from 
this prohibition until the first day of December nex_t, _and no_ longer: 
And provided that in the case of vessels hereby ~r?h1b1~ed, which shall 
be driven bydistressofweather,orthewantofprov1s1ons mto any port or 
place of the United States, they may be suffered to remain under the 
custody of the collector there, or nearest thereto, until suitable repairs or 
supplies can be obtained, and as soon as may be thereafter shall be 
required and suffered to depart: but no part of the lading of such ,·essel 
shall be taken out or disposed of, unless by the special permit of such 
collector, or to defray the unavoidable expense of such repairs or supplies. 

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That this act shall continue and 
be in force until the end of the next session of Congress, and no longer. 

SEC. 5. Providrd, and be it farther enacted, That if, before the next 
session of Congress, the government of France, and all persons acting 
by or under their authority, shall clearly disavow, and shall be found to 
refrain from the aggressions, depredations and hostilities which have 
been, and are by them encouraged and maintained against the vessels 
and other property of the citizens of the United States, and against 
their national rights and sovereignty, in violation of the faith of treaties, 
and the laws of nations, and shall thereby acknowledge the just claims 
of the United States to be considered as in all respects neutral, and 
unconnected in the present European war, if the same shall be con
tinued, then and thereupon it shall be lawful for the President of the 
United States, being well ascertained of the premises, to remit and dis
continue the prohibitions and restraints hereby enacted and declared; 
and he shall be, and is hereby authorized to make proclamation thereof 
accordingly: Provided, that nothing in this act contained, shall extend 
to any ship or vessel to which the President of the United States shall 
grant a permission to enter or clear; which permission he is hereby 
authorized to grant to vessels which shall be solely employed in any 
purpose of political or national intercourse, or to aid the departure of 
any French persons, with their goods and effects, who shall have been 
resident within the United States, when he may think it requisite. 

APPROVED, June 13, 1798. 

CHAP. LIV .-./ln .!let supplementary to and to amend the act, intituled ".!ln act 
to establish an uniform rule ef naturalization; and to repeal tlte act htretefore 
passed on that subject." • 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
[!{ the United States of America in Congress assembled, That no alien 
shall be admitted to become a citizen of the United States, or of any 
state, unless in the manner prescribed by the act, intituled "An act to 
establish an uniform rule of naturalization; and to repeal the act here
tofore passed on that subject," he shall have declared his intention to 
become a citizen of the United States, five years, at least, before his 
admission, and shall, at the time of his application to be admitted, 
declare and prove, to the satisfaction of the court having jurisdiction in 
the case, that he has resided within the United States fourteen years, at 
least, and within the state or territory where, or for which such court is 
at the time held, five years, at least, besides conforming to the other 
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decla~ations, renunciations and proofs! by the ~aid act required, any thing 
therem to the co:1t!ary ~er~of not~1!hstandmg : Provided, that any 
alien, who was res1dmg w1thm the limits, and under the jurisdiction of 
the United States, before the twenty-ninth day of January, one thousand 
seven_ hundred and ni~ety-five, may, within one year after the passing 
of this act-and any alien who shall have made the declaration of his 
intention to become a citizen of the United States, in conformity to the 
provisions of the act, intituled "An act to establish an uniform rule of 
natural!za~ion, and to repeal the ~ct heretofore passed on that subject," 
may, w1thm four years after havmg made the declaration aforesaid, be 
admitted to become a citizen, in the manner prescribed by the said act 
upon his making proof that he has resided five years, at least, withi~ 
the limits, and under the jurisdiction of the United States: And provided 
also, that no alien, who shall be a native, citizen, denizen or subject 
of any nation or state with whom the United States shall be at war, at 
the time of his application, shall be then admitted to become a citizen 
of the United StateR. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
clerk, or other recording officer of the court before whom a declaration 
has been, or shall be made, by any alien, of his intention to become a 
citizen of the United States, to certify and transmit to the office of the 
Secretary of State of the United States, to be there filed and recorded, 
an abstract of such declaration, in which, when hereafter made, shall be 
a suitable description of the name, age, nation, residence and occupation, 
for the time being, of the alien; such certificate to be made in all cases, 
where the declaration has been or shall be made, before the passing of 
this act, within three months thereafter; and in all other cases, within 
two months after the declaration shall be received by the court. And 
in all cases hereafter arising, there shall be paid to the clerk, or record
ing officer as aforesaid, to defray the expense of such abstract and certi
ficate, a fee of two dollars; and the clerk or officer to whom such fee 
shall be paid or tendered, who shall refuse or neglect to make and certify 
an abstract, as aforesaid, shall forfeit and pay the sum of ten dollars. 

SEC. 3. And be it furtlier enacted, That in all cases of naturalization 
heretofore permitted or which shall be permitted, under the laws of the 
United States, a certificate shall be made to, and filed in the office of the 
Secretary of State, containing a copy of the record respecting the alien, 
and the decree or order of admission by the court before whom the pro
ceedinO"S thereto have been, or shall be had: And it shall be the duty of the 
clerk ~ other recording officer of such court, to make and transmit such 
certificate, in all cases which have already occurred, within three months 
after the passing of this act; and in all future cases, within two months 
from and after the naturalization of an alien shall be granted by any court 
competent thereto :-And in all future cases, there shall be paid to such 
clerk or recording officer the sum of two dollars, as a fee for such certifi
cate, before the naturalization prayed for, shall be allowed. And the clerk 
or recordinO" officer, whose duty it shall be, to make and transmit the 
certificate aforesaid, who shall be convicted of a wilful neglect therein, 
shall forfeit and pay the sum of ten dollars, for each_ and every off~nce. 

SEC. 4. And be it .further enacted, That all wl11~e per_s~ms, aliens, 
(accredited foreign ministers consuls, or agents, their families and do
mestics, excepted) who, after 'the passing of this act, shall contin~e ~o 
reside, or who shall arrive, or come to reside in any P?rt or place w1thm 
the territory of the United States, shall be reported, 1f free, and of the 
age of twenty-one years, by themselves, o! being under the_ age of twenty
one years, or holden in service, by their parent, guard!an! master or 
mistress in whose care they shall be, to the clerk of the d1~tnct _court ~f 
the district, if Jiving within ten miles of the port or place, m which their 
residence or arrival shall be, and otherwise, to the collector of such port 
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or place, or some officer or other person there, or nearest thereto, who 
shall be authorized by the President of the United States, to register 
aliens: And report, as aforesaid, shall be made in all cases of residence, 
within six months from and after the passing of this act, and in all after 
cases, within forty-eight hours after the first arrival or coming into the 
territory of the United States, and shall ascertain the sex, place of birth, 
age, nation, place of allegiance or citizenship, condition or occupation, 
and place of actual or intended residence within the United States, of 
the alien or aliens reported, and by whom the report is made. And it 
shall be the duty of the clerk, or other officer, or person authorized, who 
shall receive such report, to record the same in a book to be kept for 
that purpose, and to grant to the person making the report, and to each 
individual concerned therein, whenever required, a certificate of such 
report and registry; and whenever such report and registry shall be 
made to, and by any officer or person authorized, as aforesaid, other 
than the clerk of the district court, it shall be the duty of such officer, 
or other person, to certify and transmit, within three mouths thereafter, 
a transcript of such registry, to the said clerk of the district court of 
the district in which the same shall happen; who shall file the same in 
his office, and shall enter and transcribe the same in a book to be kept 
by him for that purpose. And the clerk, officer or other person autho
rized to register aliens, shall be entitled to receive, for each report and 
registry of one individual or family of individuals, the sum of fifty cents, 
and for every certificate of a report and registry the sum of fifty cents, 
to be paid by the person making or requiring the same, respectively. 
And the clerk of tbe district court, to whom a return of the registry of 
any alien, 11ball have been made, as aforesaid, and the successor of such 
clerk, and of any other officer or person authorized to register aliens, 
who shall hold any former registry, shall and may grant certificates there
of, to the same effect as the original register might do. And the clerk 
of each district court shall, during one year from the passing of this act, 
make monthly returns to the department of State, of all aliens registered 
and returned, as aforesaid, in his office. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That every alien who shall continue 
to reside, or who shall arrive, as aforesaid, of whom a report is required 
as aforesaid, who shall refuse or neglect to make such report, and to 
receive a certificate thereof, shall forfeit and pay the sum of two dollars; 
and any justice of the peace, or other civil magistrate, who has authority 
to require surety of the peace, :,hall and may, on complaint to him made 
thereof, cause such alien to be brought before him, there to give surety 
of the peace and good behaviour during his residence within the United 
States, or for such term as the justice or other magistrate shall deem 
reasonable, and until a report and registry of such alien shall be made, 
and a certificate thereof, received as aforesaid; and in failure of such 
surety, such alien shall and may be committed to the common gaol, and 
shall be there held, until the order which the justice or magistrate shall 
and may reasonably make, in the premises, shall be performed. And 
every person, whether alien, or other, having the care of any alien or 
aliens, under the age of twenty-one years, or of any white alien holden 
in service, who shall refuse and neglect to make report thereof, as afore
said, shall forfeit the sum of two dollars, for each and every such minor 
or servant, monthly, and every month, until a report and registry, and a 
certificate thereof, shall be had, as aforesaid. 

SEc. 6. And be it furtlter enacted, That in respect to every alien, 
who shall come to reside within the United States after the passing of 
this act, the time of the registry of such alien shall be taken to be the 
time when the term of residence within thP- limits, and under the juris
diction of the United States;shall have commenced, in case of an appli
cation by sllch alien, to be admitted a citizen of the United States; and 
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a certificate of such registry shall be required, in proof of the term of 
residence, by the court to whom such application shall and may be made. 

SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That all and singular the penalties Penalties how 
established by this act, shall and may be recovered in the name and to to be recovered. 
the use of any person, who will inform and sue for the same, b;fore any 
judge, justice, or court, having jurisdiction in such case and to the 
amount of such penalty, respectively. ' 

APPROVED, June 18, 1798. 

CHAP. LV,-.!1.n .!1.ct lo amend the act, intituled ".!1.n act providing a Naval.!1.rma
ment," and the act, inlituled ".!1.n act to authorize the President if the United 
States to cause to be purchased or built, a number if small vessels, to be equipped 
as gallies or otl,erwise," 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Presi
dent of the United States shall be, and he is hereby authorized, when he 
shall think fit to increase the strength of any revenue cutter, for the pur
poses of defence, against hostilities near the sea coast, to employ on 
board the same, at his discretion, not exceeding seventy marines and 
seamen: any thing in the act, intituled "An act providing a naval arma
ment," to the contrary hereof, notwithstanding. 

SEc. 2. And be U further enacted, That the President of the United 
States shall be, and he is hereby authorized to fix the degree of rank, 
and the rate of pay and subsistence, not exceeding what is allowed upon 
the naval establishment, which shall be granted and allowed to the 
officers who shall be duly commissioned in the service of the United 
States on board of any small vessel or galley, which shall be fitted out 
under his orders, pursuant to the act, intituled "An act to authorize 
the President of the United States to cause to be purchased, or built, a 
number of small vessels, to be equipped as gallies, or otherwise;" any
thing therein to the contrary hereof, notwithstanding. 

APPROVED, June 22, 1798. 

CHAP. L VI.-.!1.n .!1.ct to extend the privilege qf franking Zellers and packets to the 
Secretar,y if t!te Navy. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives oftlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That all letters and packets to 
or from the Secretary of the Navy, shall be received and conveyed by 
post, free of postage, under the like restrictions and limitations as are 
provided respectin<Y letters and packets to or from the heads of the other 
departments of th: government, by the nineteenth section of the act, 
entitled "An act to establish the post-office and post roads within the 
United States." 

APPROVED, June 22, 1798. 

CHAP. L VII.-.!1.n .!let supplementar,1/ lo, and to amend the act, intituled ".lln act 
autl,orizing the President rf tfte United States to raise a provisiu,ial army." 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of tlte United States of America in Congress assembled, That the com
panies of volunteers, and the members of each company, who shall be 
duly engaged and accepted by the President of the United States, and 
organized with proper officers commissioned by him, pursuan~ to the 
third section of the act, intituled "An act authorizing the President of 
the United States to raise a provisional army," shall submit to, and 
observe such rules of training and discipline, as shall be thought neces-
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sary to prepare them for actual service; and which rules the President 
of the United States is hereby authorized to make and establish; and 
all such companies and volunteers are hereby exempted, until their dis
charge, or during the time of their engagement, as aforesaid, from all 
militia duty which is, or shall be required by the laws of the United 
States, or of any state, and from every fine, penalty or disability, which 
is or shall be provided to enforce the performance of any duty or service 
in the militia. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States shall be, and he is hereby authorized, by and with the consent of 
the Senate, or by himself in the recess of Congress, pursuant to the said 
act, to appoint and commission, as soon as he shall think it expedient, 
such and so many field officers as shall be necessary for the organizing 
and embodying in legions, regiments or battalions, any volunteer com
panies who shall engage, and shall be accepted, as aforesaid : and such 
field officers shall have authority, accordingly, to train and discipline 
such volunteer companies, pursuant to the rules therefor, which shall be 
established, as aforesaid: Provided, that no officer or volunteer, who 
shall be appointed, engaged or employed in any training or discipline, 
as aforesaid, shall be considered as in the pay of the United States, until 
called into actual service. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States may authorize the sale, at a reasonable rate, sufficient to indemnify 
the United States, to any company of volunteers who shall be accepted, 
as aforesaid, of such pieces of artillery, small arms and accoutrements, 
to be delivered from the public arsenals, as shall be found necessary for 
the equipment and training of such volunteers; or may loan the same 
to them upon the receipts of their respective officers, to be accounted 
for, or returned, at the expiration of their engagement, or other dis
charge: And of such sales or loans, the necessary accounts shall be kept 
in the War department, and the money accruing, by any sale, shall be 
paid into the treasury of the United States; and the same shall be, and 
is hereby appropriated for the purchase of other artillery, arms and ac
coutrements, as the President of the United States shall direct. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States may proceed to appoint and commission, in the manner pre
scribed by the said act, such and so many of the officers authorized 
thereby for the raising, organizing and commanding the provisional army 
of ten thousand men, as, in his opinion, the public service shall more 
immediately require; any thing which may be supposed in the said act, 
to the contrary hereof, notwithstanding : Provided, that the officers who 
shall be so appointed shall not be entitled to any pay, subsistence or 
other emolument, by reason of such commission, until they shall be re
spectively employed in the actual service of the United States: And 
provided, that the further raising of the said army shall not be authorized 
otherwise than as by the said act is provided. 

APPROVED, June 22, 1798. 

CHAP. LVIU.-An Act cf/ncerning Aliens. (a) 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and IIouse ef Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That it shall be 

(a) Th_e act of July 6, 1798, having authorized the President to direct the confinement of alien enemies, 
necessarily conferred all the means for enforcing such orders as he might give in relation to the execution 
of those powers. Lockington v. Smith, 1 Peters's C. C. R. 466. 

The marshals of the several districts are the proper officers to execute the orders of the President under 
the act. Ibid. 

_Aft<:r the President had established such regulations as he deemed necessary in relation to alien ene
mies, it was not necessary to call in the aid of the judicial authority, on all occasions, to enforce them; 
and the marshal may act without such authority. Thid. 
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lawful for the ~resident of the United States at any time during the con
tinuance of this act, to order all such aliens as he shall judge dangerous 
to the peace and safety of the United States, or shall have reasonable 
grounds to suspect are concerned in any treasonable or secret machina
tions a~ainst the go~er?-ment th~reof, to depart out of the territory of 
the Umted States, w1thm such tune as shall be expressed in such order 
which order shall be served on such alien by delivering him a cop; 
thereof, or leaving the same at his usual abode, and returned to the office 
of the Secretary of State, by the marshal or other person to whom the 
same shall be directed. . A_nd in ca~e any alien, so ordered to depart, 
shall be found at large w1thm the Umted States after the time limited in 
such order for his departure, and not having obtained a license from the 
President to reside therein, or having obtained such license shall not have 
conformed thereto, every such alien shall, on conviction thereof, be im
prisoned for a term not exceeding three years, and shall never after be 
admitted to become a citizen of the United States. Provided always, 
and be it fartlter enacted, that if any alien so ordered to depart shall 
prove to the satisfaction of the President, by evidence to be taken before 
such person or persons as the President shall direct, who are for that 
purpose hereby authorized to administer oaths, that no injury or danger 
to the United States will arise from suffering such alien to reside therein, 
the President may grant a license to such alien to remain within the 
United States for such time as he shall judge proper, and at such place 
as he may designate. And the President may also require of such alien 
to enter into a bond to the United States, in such penal sum as he may 
direct, with one or more sufficient sureties to the satisfaction of the per
son authorized by the President to take the same, conditioned for the 
good behavior of such alien during his residence in the U11ited States, 
and not violating his license, which license the President may revoke, 
whenever he shall think proper. 

SEc. 2. And be it fartlter enacted, That it shall he lawful for the 
President of the United States, whenever he may deem it necessary for 
the public safety, to order to be removed out of the territory thereof, any 
alien who may or shall be in prison in pursuance of this act; and tu 
cause to be arrested and sent out of the United States such of those 
aliens as shall have been ordered to depart therefrom and shall not have 
obtained a license as aforesaid, in all cases where, in the opinion of the 
President, the public safety requires a speedy removal. And if any alien 
so removed or sent out of the United States by the President shall volun
tarily return thereto, unless by permission of the President of the United 
States, such alien on conviction thereof, shall be imprisoned so long as, 
in the opinion of the President, the public safety may require. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That every master or commander 
of any ship or vessel which shall come into any port of the United States 
afler the first day of July next, shall immediately on his arrival make 
report in writing to the collector or other chief officer of the customs 
of such port, of all aliens, if any, on board his vessel, specifying their 
names, age, the place of nativity, the country from which they shall have 
come, the nation to which they belong and owe allegiance, their occu
pation and a description of their persons, as far as he shall be informe_d 
thereof, and on failure, every such master and commander shall forfeit 
and pay three hundred dollars, for the payment whereof on default of 
such master or commander, such vessel shall also be holden, and may by 
such collector or other officer of the customs be detained. And it shall be 
the duty of such collector or other officer of the customs, forthwith to 
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transmit to the office of the department of state true copies of all such 
returns. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the circuit and district 
courts of the United States, shall respectively have cognizance of all 
crimes and offences against this act. And all marshals and other officers 
of the United States are required to execute all precepts and orders of 
the President of the United States issued in pursuance or by virtue of 
this act. 

SEC, 5. And be it further enacted, That it shall he lawful for any 
alien who may he ordered to be removed from the United States, by virtue 
of this act, to take with him such part of his goods, chattels, or other 
property, as he may find convenient; and all property left in the United 
States by any alien, who may be removed, as aforesaid, shall be, and re
main subject to his order and disposal, in the same manner as if this act 
had not been passed. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That this act shall continue and 
be in force for and during the term of two years from the passing 
thereof. 

APPROVED, June 25, 1798. 

CHAP, LX.-.Bn JI.ct to authorize the defence ef tl,e Merchant Vessels qf the United 
States agairuit French depredations. 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
<if the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the com
mander and crew of any merchant vessel of the United States, owned 
wholly by a citizen or citizens thereof, may oppose and defend against 
any search, restraint or seizure, which shall be attempted upon such ves
sel, or upon any other vessel, owned, as aforesaid, by the commander or 
crew of any armed vessel sailing under French colours, or acting, or 
pretending to act, by, or under the authority of the French republic; 
and may repel by force any assault or hostility which shall be made or 
committed, on the part of such French, or pretended French vessel, 
pursuing such attempt, and may subdue and capture the same; and may 
also retake any vessel owned, as aforesaid, which may have been cap
tured by any vessel sailing under French colours, or acting, or pretending 
to act, by or under authority from the FrPnch republic. 

SEc. 2. And be it .furtlier enacted, That whenever the commander 
and crew of any merchant vessel of the United States shall subdue and 
capture any French, or pretended French armed vessel, from which an 
assault or other hostility shall be first made, as aforesaid, such armed 
vessel with her tackle, appurtenances, ammunition and lading, shall 
accrue, the one half to the owner or owners of such merchant vessel of 
the United States, and the other half to the captors : And being brought 
into any port of the United States, shall and may he adjudged and con
demned to their use, after due process and trial, in any court of the 
United States, having admiralty jurisdiction, and which shall be holden 
for the district into which such captured vessel shall be brought; and 
the same court shall thereupon order a sale and distribution thereof, 
accordingly, and at their discretion; saving any agreement, which shall 
be between the owner or owners, and the commander and crew of such 
merchant vessel. In all cases of recapture of vessels belonging to citi
zens of the United States, by any armed merchant vessel, aforesaid, the 
said vessels, with their cargoes, shall he adjudged to he restored, and 
shall, by decree of such courts as have jurisdiction, in the premises, be 
restored to the for?Jer owner or owners, he or they paying for salvage, 
not less than one eighth, nor more than one half of the true value of the 
said vessels and cargoes, at the discretion of the court; which payments 
shall be made without any deduction whatsoever. 
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SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That after notice of this act at 
the several custom-houses, no armed merchant vessel of the United 

. States shall receive a clearance or permit, or shall be suffered to depart 
therefrom, unless the owner or owners, and the master or commander 
of such vessel for the in tended voyage, shall give bond, to the use of the 
United States, in a sum equal to double the value of such vessel with 
condition, that such vessel shall not make or commii any depretl'ation, 
outrage, unlawful assault, or unprovoked violence upon the high seas, 
against the vessel of any nation in amity with the United States; and 
that the guns, arms and ammunition of such vessel shall be returned 
within the United States, or otherwise accounted for, and shall not be 
sold or disposed of in any foreign port or place; and that such owner or 
owners, and the commander and crew of such merchant vessel, shall, in 
all things, observe and perform such further instructions in the premises, 
as the President of the United States shall establish and order, for the 
better government of the armed merchant vessels of the United States. 

SEC. 4. And be it furtlier enacted, That the President of the United 
States shall be, and he is hereby authorized to establish and order suita
ble instructions to, and for, the armed merchant vessels of the United 
States, for the better governing and restraining the commanders and 
crews who shall be employed therein, and to prevent any outrage, cruelty 
or injury which they may be disposed to commit; a copy of which 
instructions shall be delivered by the collector of the customs to the 
commander of such vessel, when he shall give bond, as aforesaid. And 
it shall be the duty of the owner or owners, and commander and crew, 
for the time being, of such armed merchant vessel of the United States, 
at each return to any port of the United States, to make report to the 
collector thereof of any rencounter which shall have happened with any 
foreign vessel, and of the state of the company and crew of any vessel 
which they shall have subdued or captured; and the persons of such 
crew or company shall be delivered to the care of such collector, who, 
with the aid of the marshal of the same district, or the nearest military 
officer of the United States, or of the civil or military officers o( any 
state, shall take suitable care for the restraint, preservation and comfort 
of such persons, at the expenee of the United States, until the pleasure 
of the President of the United States shall be known concerning them. 

SEc. 5. And be it furtlwr enacted, That this act shall continue and 
be in force for the term of one year, and until the end of the next ses-
sion of Congress thereafter. • 

SEC. 6. Provided, and be it further enacted, That whenever the go-
vern ment of France, and all persons acting by, or under their authority, 
shall disavow, and shall cause the commanders and crews of all armed 
French vessels to refrain from the lawless depredations and outrages 
hitherto encouraged and authorized by that government against the 
merchant vessel [ s J of the United States, and shall cause the la~s of 
nations to be observed by the said armed French vessels, the President 
of the United States ~hall be, and he is hereby authorized to instruct 
the commanders and crews of the merchant vessels of the United States 
to submit to any regular search by the commanders or crew~ of Fren?h 
vessels, and to refrain from any force or capture to be exercised by Vir

tue hereof. 
APPROVED, June 25, 1798. 

CHAP. LXI.-.On .!let to punish frauds committed on the Bank of the United 
States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House qf Represen~ativcs of the 
United States ef America in Congress as~embled, That 1f any person 
shall falsely make, alter, forge or counterfeit, or cause or procure to be 
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falsely made, altered, forged or counterfeited, or willingly aid or assist 
in falsely making, altering, forging or counterfeiting any bill or note 
issued by order of the president, directors and company of the Bank of 
the United States, and signed by the president, and countersigned by the 
cashier thereof, or any order or check on the said cashier or corpora
tion, for the payment of money, with intention to defraud the said cor
poration, or any other body politic or person, or shall utter or publish, 
as true, any false, altered, forged or counterfeited bill or note issued by 
order of the president, directors and company of the Bank of the United 
States, and signed by the president, and countersigned by the cashier 
thereof, or any order or check on the said cashier or corporation, for the 
payment of money, with intention to defraud the said corporation, or 
any other body politic or person, knowing fhe same to be falsely altered, 
forged or counterfeited, every such person shall be deemed and adjudged 
guilty of felony, and being thereof convicted, according to the due 
course of law, shall be sentenced to be imprisoned and kept at hard 
labour for a period not less than three years, nor more than ten years, 
or shall be imprisoned not exceeding ten years, and fined not exceeding 
five thousand dollars: Provided, that nothing herein contained shall 
be construed to deprive the courts of the individual states of a jurisdic
tion under the laws of the several states over the offences declared pun
ishable by this act. 

APPROVED, June 27, 1798. 

CHAP, LXII.-.1.ln .I.let in addition to the act more effectually to protect the 
Commerce and Coasts tif the United Sta!es. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and Jfl)Use of Representatives 
of the United States (!{ America in Congress assembled, That all such 
armed vessels as may be seized, taken and brought into any port of the 
United States, in pursuance of the act, entitled "An act more effect
ually to protect the commerce and coasts of the United States," with the 
apparel, guns and appurtenances of such vessels, and the goods and 
effects, which shall be found on board the same, shall be liable to for
feiture and condemnation, and may be libelled and proceeded against in 
the district courts of the United States, for the district intD which the 
same may be brought. Provided, that such forfeiture shall not extend 
to any goods or effects, the property of any citizen or person resident 
within the United States, and which shall have been before taken by the 
crew of such captured vessel. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That whenever any vessel the pro
perty of, or employed by any citizen of the United States, or person 
resident therein, or any goods or effects belonging to any such citizen 
or resident shall be re-captured by any public armed vessel of the United 
States, the same shall be restored to the former owner or owners, upon 
due proof, he or they paying and allowing, as and for salvage to the re
captors, one eighth part of the value of such vessel, goods and effects 
free of all deductions and expenses. ' 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That whenever any armed vessel, 
captured and condemned, as aforesaid, shall have been of superior or 
equal force to the public armed vessel of the United States by which such 
capture shall have been made, the forfeiture shall be and accrue wholly to 
the captors : and in other cases, one half thereof shall be to the use of 
the United States, and the residue to the captors. And all salvage 
which shall be allowed and recovered upon any vessel, goods or effects 
re-captured, and to be restored, as aforesaid, shall belong wholly to the 
officers and crew of the public armed vessel of the United States by 
which such re-capture shall be made: and the couri before whom any 
condemnation shall be had, as afore~aid, shall and may order the sale of 
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the vessel, go?ds and effects condemned, to be made at public auction, 
upon due notice by the marshal of the district in which the same shall 
be: and all expenses of cond~mnation and sale, being deducted from the 
proceeds, the part thereof which shall accrue to the United States shall 
be paid into the public treasury, and the residue, and all allowan~es of 
salvage, as aforesaid, s~all_ be distribute~ to, and among the officers and 
crews concerned therem, m the proportions which the President of the 
United States shall direct. 

SEc. 4. And be it further ena,;ted, That it shall be lawful for the 
President of the United States, to cause the officers and crews of the 
vessels so captured and hostile persons found on board any vessel, which 
s~all_ be re-ca~tured, as af?resaid, to be confined in any place of safety 
w1thm the Umted States, m such manner as he may think the public 
interest may require, and all marshals and other officers of the United 
States are hereby required to execute such orders as the President may 
issue for the said purpose. 

APPROVED, June 28, 1798. 

CHAP. LXIII.-An Act making an appropriation for the expenses incident to the 
new Regiment ,f Artillerist/I and Engineers, during tl,e year one thousand seven 
hundred and n-inety-eight. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives ef the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the sum of eighty
eight thousand dollars be, and the same hereby is appropriated for the 
pay, subsistence, clothing, forage, bounties, quartermaster's supplies, and 
all contingent expenses, during the year one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-eight, of the regiment of artillerists and engineers to be 
raised for the service of the United States, pursuant to an act, intituled 
"An act to provide an additional regiment of artillerists and engineers:" 
'fhe said sum of eighty-eight thousand dollars to be paid out of any 
unappropriated money in the treasury of the United States. 

APPROVED, June 28, 1798. 

CHAP. LXIV.-.9n Act supplementary to tl,e act intituled "./Jn act to prnvide an 
additional .11.rmament for the further protection ef the trade ef the United Sia/ell, 
and for other ptirposes." 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by tlie Senate and /Iouse of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Presi
dent of the United States shall be, and he is hereby authorized to accept, 
in behalf of the United States, of the proposals of any persons who shall 
offer and undertake to complete, provide and deliver, to the use, and 
upon the credit of the United States, on terms, in his opinion, advan
tageous or convenient, any vessel or vessels, now building, or to be built 
within the United States, of a model and size which he shall approve, 
and armed and equipped, or suitable to be armed for the public service: 
and upon the delivery of the vessel or vessels, according to such propo
sals, or to the acceptance of the President of the United States, he may 
cause proper certificates, or other evidence of the debt or obhgat10n of 
the United States incurred thereby, to be made and given at the trea
sury department, and which shall be there registered, to the use and 
benefit of the persons concerned: Provided, that not more than twelve 
vessels, in addition to those already authorized, shall and may be pro
cured, by virtue hereof: And provided, that not more than six per cent. 
per annum, shall be allowed for any credit which shall be given ~nder 
this act. And all certificates of debt shall be redeemable at the will of 
Congress. 
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SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the vessels authorized by 
the act intituled "An act to provide an additional armament for the 
further' protection of the trade of the United States, and for other 
purposes," and those which shall be authorized by this act, shall be pro
cured and accepted according to the following rates, as nearly as may 
be; that is to say-six of them not exceeding eighteen guns each, and 
twelve of them not less than twenty, or exceeding twenty-four guns 
each, and six not less than thirty-two guns each; and the guns for each 
vessel, to be of such caliber and weight of metal, as the President of 
the United States shall approve; any thing in the said former act, to 
the contrary hereof, notwithstanding. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States may, at his discretion, accept of any vessel armed and equipped, 
or suitable to be armed, of a model, size and force proper for the public 
service, which any state, body politic or corporate, citizen or citizens 
of the United States, shall voluntarily offer and give, for the use of the 
United States, to increase the naval armament. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States shall be, and he is hereby authorized to determine and direct, 
according to the rate of each vessel which shall be furnished or accepted 
in pursuance of this act, the rank, pay, and subsistence of the commis
sioned and warrant officers, who shall be appointed thereto; and the 
number of men to be engaged, and the pay to be allowed them, not 
exceeding the proportionable grades and allowances which are or shall 
be authorized by law, for the navy of the United States. And all offi
cers of the said navy, according to their respective ranks, shall be 
appointed in the manner prescribed by the act, intituled " An act to 
provide a naval armament." 

SEc. 5. And be it furtlier enacted, That the President of the United 
States may, at his discretion, increase or vary the quotas of seamen, 
landsmen and marines, to be employed on board the frigates, and may 
permit a proportion of boys for them, and the other vessels of the navy 
of the United States, according to the exigencies of the public service. 

APPROVED, June 30, 1798. 

CHAP. LXV.-.On .8.ct providing .8.rms for the Militia throughot,t the United 
States. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatii•es 
qf the United States of America in Congress assembled, That there 
shall he provided, at the charge and expense of the government of the 
United States, thirty thousand stand of arms, wl1ich shall be deposited 
by order of the President of the United States, at suitable places; for 
the purpose of being sold to the governments of the respective States, or 
the militia thereof, under such regulations, and at such prices as the 
President of the United States shall prescribe. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby authorized to cause all or any part of the 
arms he~ein direc_ted to be provided and deposited for sale, which shall, 
at any time, remam unsold, to be delivered to the militia, when called 
into the service of the United States, proper receipts and security being 
given for the return of the same. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlier enacted, That the monies arising from 
such sales shall be paid into the treasury of the United States, and the 
amount received shall be annually reported to Congress. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That for the purpose of carrying 
this act into effect, the President of the United States shall be and he 
is hereby authorized to draw from the treasury of the United States, a 
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sum not exceeding four hundred thousand dollars to be paid out of any 
money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.' 

APPROVED, July 6, 1798. 

0HAP. LXVI.-.hn .!let respecting .!llien Enemies.(a) 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House ef Representatives 
of the United States ef America in Congress assembled, That whenever 
there shall be a declared war between the United States and any foreign 
nation or government, or any invasion or predatory incursion shall be 
perpetrated, attempted, or threatened against the territory of the United 
States, by any foreign nation or government, and the President of the 
United States shall make public proclamation of the event, all natives 
citizens, denizens, or subjects of the hostile nation or government' 
being males of the age of fourteen years and upwards, who shall b~ 
within the United States, and not actually naturalized, shall be liable 
to be apprehended, restrained, secured and removed, as alien enemies. 
And the President of the United States shall be, and he is hereby 
authorized, in any event, as aforesaid, by his proclamation thereof, or 
other public act, to direct the conduct to be observed, on the part of 
the United States, towards the aliens who shall become liable, as afore
said; the manner and degree of the restraint to which they shall be 
subject, and in what cases, and upon what security their residence shall 
be permitted, and to provide for the removal of those, who, not being 
permitted to reside within the United States, shall refuse or neglect to 
depart therefrom; and to establish any other regulations which shall be 
found necessary in the premises and for the public safety: Provider!, 
that aliens resident within the United States, who shall become liable 
as enemies, in the manner aforesaid, and who shall not be chargeable 
with actual hostility, or other crime against the public safety, shall be 
allowed, for the recovery, disposal, and removal of their goods and effects, 
and for their departure, the full time which is, or shall be stipulated by 
any treaty, where any shall have been between the United States, and 
the hostile nation or government, of which they shall be natives, citizens, 
denizens or subjects: and where no such treaty shall have existed, the 
President of the United States may ascertain and declare such reason
able time as may be consistent with the public safety, and according to 
the dictates of humanity and national hospitality. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlier enacted, That after any proclamation shall 
be made as aforesaid, it shall be the duty of the several courts of the 
United States, and of each state, having criminal jurisdiction, and of 
the several jndO"es and justices of the courts of the United States, and 
they shall be, a':;d are hereby respectively, authorized upon complaint, 
against any alien or alien enemies, as aforesaid, who shall be resident 
and at large within such jurisdiction or district, to the danger of the 
public peace or safety, and contrary to the tenor or intent of such pro
clamation, or other regulations which the President of the United States 
shall and may establish in the premises, to cause such alien or aliens to 
be duly apprehended and convened before such court, judge or justice; 
and after a full examination and hearing on such complaint, and suffi-
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(a) Alien enemy. The fact that the commander of a private armed vessel was an alien enemy at the 
time of the capture, does not invalidate such capture. The Mary and Susan, l Wheat, 46; 3 Cond. Rep. 
480, 

Admitting it to have any operation, all that could result from it would be the condemnation of his in
terest to the government as adroit of the admiralty; but his national character can in no case affect the 
rights of the owners and 'crew of the privateer. Ibid. 

An alien enemy cannot be permitted to make the declaration required by law, preparatory to the natu
ralization of aliens. Ex parte Newman, 2 Gailis' C. C.R. 11. 

An alien enemy cannot sustain a suit in a prize court, nor C3n a citizen claim the property or an alien 
enemy in a prize court, upon an alleged sale since the war. The Emulous, I Gallis. C. C. R. 563. 
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cient cause therefor appearing, shall and may order such alien or aliens 
to be removed out of the territory of the United States, or to give sure
ties of their good behaviour, or to be otherwise restrained, conformably 
to the proclamation or regulations which shall and may be established 
as aforesaid, and may imprison, or otherwise secure such_ alien or aliens, 
until the order which shall and may be made, as aforesaid, shall be per
formed. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
marshal of the district in which any alien enemy shall be apprehended, 
who by the President of the United States, or by order of any court, 
judge or justice, as aforesaid, shall be required to depart, and to be re
moved, as aforesaid, to provide therefor, and to execute such order, by 
himself or his deputy, or other discreet person or persons to be employed 
by him, by causing a removal of such alien out of the territory of the 
United States; and for such removal the marshal shall have the warrant 
of the President of the United States, or of the court, judge or justice 
ordering the same, as the case may be. 

APPROVED, July 6, 1798. 

CHAP. LXVII.-.811.Bct to dec.'are the treaties heretefore concluded with France, 11D 

longer obligatory 1m the United States. 

WHEREAS the treaties concluded between the United States and 
France have been repeatedly violated on the part of the French govern
ment; and the just claims of the United States for reparation of the 
injuries so committed have been refused, and their attempts to nego
tiate an amicable adjustment of all complaints between the two nations, 
have been repelled with indignity: And whereas, under authority of the 
French government, there is yet pursued against the United States, a 
system of predatory violence, infracting the said treaties, and hostile to 
the rights of a free and independent nation: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and .House ef Representatives of the 
United States <if America in Congress assembled, That the United States 
are of right freed and exonerated from the stipulations of the treaties, 
and of the consular convention, heretofore concluded between the United 
States and France; and that the same shall not henceforth be regarded 
as legally obligatory on the government or citizens of the United States. 

APPROVED, July 7, 1798. 

CHAP, LXVIII.-Jln .llct further to protect the Commerce ef the United States.(fl) 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representatives 
of tlw United States ef America in Congress assembled, That the Pre
sident of the United States shall be, and he is hereby authorized to in
struct the commanders of the public armed vessels which are, or which 
shall be employed in the service of the United States, to subdue, seize 
and take any armed French vessel, which shall be found within the juris
dictional limits of the United States, or elsewhere, on the high seas, and 
such captured vessel, with her apparel, guns and appurtenances, and the 
goods or effects which shall be found on board the same, being French 
property, shall be brought within some port of the United States, ·and 
shall be duly proceeded against and condemned as forfeited; and shall 
accrue and be distributed, as by law is or shall be provided respecting 

(fl) The comma~der of an armed vessel of the United States, has a right to stop vessels on the high 
seas, for examination. Maley v. Shattuck, 3 Cranch, 458; 1 Cond. Rep. 597. 

The right of capture is entirely derived from the law; it is a limited right which is subject to all the 
restraints which the legislature has imposed, and is to be exercised in the manner its wisdom has pre
scribed. The Thomas Gibbons, 8 Cranch 421; 3 Cond. Rep. 193. 
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the captures which shall be made by the public armed vessels of the 
United States. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States shall be, and he is hereby authorized to grant to the owners of 
private armed ships and vessels of the United States, who shall make 
application therefor, special commissions in the form which he shall 
direct, and under the seal of the United States; and such private armed 
vessels, when duly commissioned, as aforesaid, shall have the same license 
and authority for the subduing, seizing and capturing any armed French 
vessel, and for the recapture of the vessels, goods and effects of the peo
ple of the United States, as the public armed vessels of the United States 
may. by law have; and shall be, in like manner, subject to such instruc
tions as shall be ordered by the President of the United States, for the 
regulation of their conduct. And the commissions which shall be 
granted, as aforesaid, shall be revocable at the pleasure of the President 
of the United States. 

SEc. 3. Provided, and be it furtlier enacted, That every person in
tending to set forth and employ an armed vessel, and applying for a com
mission, as aforesaid, shall produce in writing the name, and a suitable 
description of the tonnage and force of the vessel, and the name and 
place of residence of each owner concerned therein, the number of the 
crew and the name of the commander, and the two officers next in rank, 
appointed for such vessel; which writing shall be signed by the person or 
persons making such application, and filed with the Secretary of State, 
or shall be delivered to any other officer or person who shall be em
ployed to deliver out such commissions, to be by him transmitted to the 
Secretary of State. 

SEc. 4. And provided, and be it furtlier enacted, That before any 
commission, as aforesaid, shall be issued, the owner or owners of the 
ship or vessel for which the same shall be requested, and the commander 
thereof, for the time being, shall give bond to the United States, with at 
least two responsible sureties, not interested in such vessel, in the penal 
sum of seven thousand dollars ; or if such vessel be provided with more 
than one hundred and fifty men, then in the penal sum of fourteen thou
sand dollars; with condition that the owners, and officers, and crews 
who shall be employed on board of such commissioned vessel, shall and 
will observe the treaties and laws of the United States, and the instruc
tions which shall be given them for the regulation of their conduct: 
And will satisfy all damages and injuries which shall be done or com
mitted contrary to the tenor thereof, by such ve~sel, during her commis
sion, and to deliver up the same when revoked by the President of the 
United States. 

s~,c. 5. And be it furtlier enacted, That all armed French vessels, 
together with their apparel, guns and appurtenances, and any goods or 
etfects which shall be found on board the ·same, being French property, 
and which shall be captured by any private armed vessel or vessels of 
the United States, duly commissioned, as aforesaid, shall be forfeited, 
and shall accrue to the owners thereof, and the officers and crews by 
whom such captures shall be made; and on due condemnation had, 
shall be distributed according to any agreement which shall be between 
them; or in failure of such agreement, then by the discretion of the court 
before whom such condemnation shall be. 

SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That all 1•essels, goods and effects, 
the property of any citizen of the United States, or person resident there
in, which shall be recaptured, as aforesaid, shall be restored to the law
ful owners, upon payment by them, respectively, of a just and re~sonable 
~alvage, to be determined by the mutual agreement of the parties con
cerned, or by the decree of any court of the United States having ~rnri
time jurisdiction according to the nature of each case: Provided, 
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that such allowance shall not be less than one eighth, or exceeding one 
half of the full value of such recapture, without any deduction. And 
such salvage shall be distributed to and among the owners, officers and 
crews of the private armed vessel or vessels entitled thereto, according 
to any agreement which shall be between them; or in case ofno agree
ment, then by the decree of the court who shall determine upon such 
salvage. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That before breaking bulk of any 
vessel which shall be captured, as aforesaid, or other disposal or conver
sion thereof, or of any articles which shall be found on board the same, 
such capture shall be brought into some port of the United States, and 
shall be libelled and proceeded against before the district court of the 
same district; and if after a due course of proceedings, such capture 
shall be decreed as forfeited in the district court, or in the circuit court 
of the same district, in the case of any appeal duly allowed, the same 
shall be delivered to the owners and captors concerned therein, or shall 
be publicly sold by the marshal of the same court, as shall. be finally 
decreed and ordered by the court. And the same court, who shall have 
final jurisdiction of any libel or complaint of any capture, as aforesaid, 
shall and may decree restitution, in whole or in part, when the capture 
and restraint shall have been made without just cause, as aforesaid; 
and if made without probable cause, or otherwise unreasonably, may 
order and decree damages and costs to the party injured, and for which 
the owners, officers and crews of the private armed vessel or vessels by 
which such unjust capture shall have been made, and also such vessel or 
vessels shall be answerable and liable. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That all French persons and others, 
who shall be found acting on board any French armed vessel, which 
shall be captured, or on board of any vessel of the United States, which 
shall be recaptured, as aforesaid, shall be reported to the collector of the 
port in which they shall first arrive, and shall be delivered to the custody 
of the marshal, or of some civil or military officer of the United States, 
or of any state in or ne'-lr such port; who shall take charge for their 
safe keeping and support, at the expense of the United States. 

APPROVED, July 9, 1798. 

CHAP. LXIX.-.dn .fl.ct limiting the time, within which claims against the 
United States, for credits 011 the books of the Treasury, may be presented for 
allowance. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives of the United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That all credits on the books 
of the treasury of the United States, for transactions during the late 
war, which, according to the course of the treasury, have hitherto been 
discharged by issuing certificates of registered debt, shall be forever 
barred and precluded from settlement or allowance, unless claimed by 
the proper creditors, or their legal representatives on or before the first 
day of March, in the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine. 
And the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby required to cause this act 
to be published in one or more of the public papers of each state. 

APPROVED, July 9, 1798. 

CHAP. LXX.-.!ln .!let to provide for the valuation of Lands and Dwelling
Houses, and tlte enumeration qf Slaves within the United States,(a) 

SECTION l. Be it enacted by t!te Senate and Eiouse ef Representatives 
of t!te United States of America in Congress assembled, That for the 

(a) The acts of Congress relating to the assessment of lands, &c., and slaves, for direct taxes, have 
UPCll: An act to provide for the valuation of lands and dwelling-houses, and the enumeration of slaves 
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purpose of making the valuations and enumerations herein after directed 
t~e~~ shall be, _and are hereby designated and established, the following 
d1v1S1ons, to wit : 

The state of New Hampshire shall contain five divisions as follow• 
1:h~ _first divisio;1 to consist of the county of Rockingham { the second 
d1v1s1011 to consist of the county of Stratford; the third division to con
sist of the county of Hillsborough; the fourth division to consist of the 
county of Cheshire; and the fifth division to consist of the county of 
Grafton. 

The state of Massachusetts shall contain nine divisions as follow: 
The ~rst division to consi~t. ~f the cou~ties of Hancock, 'w ashington 
and Lmcoln; the second dms1on to consist of the counties of York and 
Cumberland; the third division to consist of the county of Essex· the 
fourth division to consist of the counties of Suffolk and Norfolk'. the 
fifth division to consist of the county of Middlesex; the sixth divisi~n to 
consist of the counties of Bristol, Plymouth, Barnstable, Duke's county 
and Nantuck_et; th~ ~e~enth divis_ion to consist of the county of Wor
ceste:; the_ e~~hth dms101_1 to consist of the county of Hampshire; and 
the mnth dms1on to consist of the county of Berkshire. 

The state of Rhode Island shall contain three divisions, as follow: 
The first division to consist of the counties of Newport and Bristol; the 
second di~isio~ !o. consist o~ the counties of Washington and Kent; 
and the third dms1on to consist of the county of Providence. 

The state of Connecticut shall contain five divisions, as follow : The 
first division to consist of the counties of Hartford and Tolland ; the 
second division to consist of the counties of New Haven and Middlesex; 
the third division to consist of the counties of New London and Wind
ham, the fourth division to consist of the county of Fairfield; and the 
fifth division to consist of the county of Litchfield. 

The state of Vermont shall contain five divisions, as follow : The 
first division to consist of the counties of Windham and Windsor; the 
second division to consist of the counties of Bennington and Rutland; 
the third division to consist of the counties of Orange and Caledonia; 
the fourth division to consist of the counties of Addison and Chittenden; 
and the fifth division to consist of the counties of Franklin, Orleans and 
Essex. 

The state of New York shall contain nine divisions, as follow: The 
first division to consist of the counties of Suffolk, Queen's, King's and 
Richmond; the second division to consist of the city and county of 
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for the valuation of lands and d~elling.houses, and for enumeration of slaves within the United States," 
February 28, 1799, chap. 20 • an act supplementary to the act entitled, "An act to provide for the valua
tion of lands and dwelling-h::,uses, and the enumeration of slaves within the United States," January 2, 
1800, chap. 3; an act to provide for equalizing the valuations of unseated lands, May 10, 1800, chap. 63; 
an act to enlarge the powers of surveyors of the revenue, May 13, 1800, chap. 60; an net to provide for 
completing the valuation of ]ands and dwelling-houses, and the enumeration of slaves in South Carolina, 
and for other purposes, January 30, 1805, chap. 11 ; an act for the. assessment and collection of direct 
taxes, and internal duties, July 22, 1813, chap. 16; an act to provide additional revenues for defra~mg 
the expenses of government, and maintaining the public credit, by laying a direct tax upo_n the United 
States, and to provide for assessing and collecting the same, January 9, 1816, chap. 21 ; ~n act to fix _the 
compensation, and to increase the responsibility of the collectors of the direct tax and mternal duties, 
and for other purposes connected with the collection thereof, March 3, 1816, chap. 99; an act to amend 
the act entitled, "An act to provide additional revenues for the expenses of the government and main
taining the public credit, by laying a direct tax on the United States, and to_ pi:ov1de for collecting and 
assessing the same," &c., March 3, 1815, chap. 90; an act to fix the commissions o~ the collectors of 
the direct tax and internal duties and to revive and continue in force" an act to provide for the collec
lion of duties on imports and ton'nage," April 27, 1816, chap. l 10; an act relating to the assessment a_nd 
collection of the direct tax, March 3, 1817, chap. 103; an act supplementary to the. several acts relative 
to direct taxes and internal duties, April 20, 1818, chap. 78; an act extendmg the time_ ~llowed for tho 
!edemption of ]and sold for direct taxes, in certain case•, May 11, 1820; an act '.or rev1V1ng and extend. 
mg the time allowed for the redemption of 1and sold for direct taxes •~ certam c~ses, February 4, 1822, 
chap. 4; an act to extend the time for the redemption of land sold for direct taxes Ill certain ca~e•, March 
~• 1823, chap. 45; an act to extend the time allowed for the r~emption of land •old for ~ir.,ct taxes 
m certain cases, May 16, 1826, chap. 69; an act to extend the t,me allowed ~or l_?e redcmpt10n of land 
sold for direct taxes in certain cases April 28 1828, chap. 39; act of March a, 1816, chap. 24. 
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New York; the third division to consist of the counties of West Chester, 
Rockland, Orange and Ulster; the fourth division to consist of the 
counties of Dutchess and Columbia; the fifth division to consist of the 
counties of Rensselaer and Schoharie, and the city and county of 
Albany; the sixth division to consist of the counties of Washington, 
Clinton and Saratoga; the seventh division to consist of the counties of 
Monto-omery, Oneida and Herkemer; the eighth division to consist of 
the ciunties of Delaware, Otsego and Chenango; and the ninth division 
to consist of the counties of Tioga, Onandago, Steuben and Ontario. 

The state of New Jersey ehall contain five divisions, as follow: 'l'he 
first division to consist of the counties of Bergen, Essex and Middlesex; 
the second division to consist of the counties of Sussex and Morris; the 
third division to consist of the counties of Hunterdon and Somerset; 
the fourth division to consist of the counties of Burlington and Mon
mouth; and the fifth division to consist of the counties of Gloucester, 
Cumberland, Salem and Cape May. 

The state of Pennsylvania shall contain nine divisions, as follow: The 
first division to consist of the city and county of Philadelphia; the second 
division to consist of the counties of Delaware, Chester and Lancaster; 
the third division to consist of the counties of Montgomery and Bucks; 
the fourth division to consist of the counties of Berks and Dauphin; the 
fifth division to consist of the counties of Northampton, Wayne and 
Luzerne; the sixth division to consist of the counties of York, Cumber
land and Franklin; the seventh division to consist of the counties of 
Northumberland, Lycoming and Mifflin; the eighth division to consist 
of the counties of Bedford, Somerset and Huntingdon; and the ninth 
division to consist of the counties of Westmoreland, Allegheny, Washing
ton, Greene and Fayette. 

Th~ state of Delaware shall contain three divisions, as follow: The 
first division to consist of the county of New Castle; the second divi
sion to consist of the county of Kent; and the third division to consist 
of the county of Sussex. 

The state of Maryland shall contain seven divisions, as follow: The 
first division to consist of the counties of St. Mary's, Charles and Cal
vert; the second division to consist of the countiP-s of Montgomery and 
Prince George's (including the city of Washington); the third division 
to consist of the counties of Anne Arundel (including the city of 
Annapolis) and Baltimore (including the city of Baltimore); the fourth 
division to consist oftqe countiesofW ashington, Frederick and Allegany; 
the fifth division to consist of the counties of Harford, Cmcil and Kent, 
the sixth division to consist of the counties of Queen Anne's, Caroline 
and Talbot; and the seventh division to consist of the counties of 
Somerset, Dorchester and Worcester. 

The state of Virginia shall contain eleven divisions, as follow: The 
first division to consist of the counties of Frederick, Berkeley, Shenan
doah, Rockingham, Augusta, Rockbridge, Bath and Botetourt; the 
second division to consist of the counties of Hampshire, Brooke, Hardy, 
Pendleton, Harrison, Monongalia, Ohio and Randolph; the third division 
to consist of the counties of Greenbrier, Kenhawa, Montgomery, Wythe, 
Grayson, Washington, Russell and Lee; the fourth division to consist 
of the counties of Patrick, Franklin, Henry, Bedford, Pittsylvania, 
Campbell and Halifax; the fifth division to consist of the counties of 
Charlotte, Prince Edward, Buckingham, Cumberland, Powhatan, Amelia, 
Nottaway, Lunenberg and Mecklenburg; the sixth division to consist 
of the counties of Chesterfield, Dinwiddie, Brunswick, Greensville, 
Sussex and Prince George; the seventh division to consist of the 
counties of Surry, Southampton, Isle of Wight, Nansemond, Norfolk 
and Princess Anne; the eighth division to consist of the counties of 
Hanover, Henrico, New Kent, Charles city, James city, Matthews, 
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Gloucester, York, Warwick, Elizabeth city, Accomack and North 
Hampton; the ninth division to consist of the counties of Caroline 
King and 'l:ueen, Essex, King ·William, Middlesex, Lancaster, North: 
ampton, Richmond, Westmoreland and King George ; the tenth 
divisio!1 to consist of the _counti~s. of Stafford, Culpepper, Fairfax, 
Fauqmer, Loudoun and Prmce Wilham; and the eleventh division to 
consist of the counties of Spottsylvania, Orange, Madison, Louisa, 
Fluvanna, Goochland, Albemarle and Amherst. 

'l'he state of Kentucky shall contain five divisions, as follow: The 
first division ~o consist of the counties of Madison, Lincoln, Garrard, 
Mercer, Washrngton, and that part of the county of Franklin which lies 
on the south side of the Kentucky river; the second division to consist 
of the counties of Nelson, Shelby, Jefferson, Bullitt and Hardin; the 
third division to consist of the counties of Green, Logan, Christian and 
Warren; the fourth division to consist of the counties of Mason, 
Fleming, Bracken, Campbell, Harrison and Bourbon; and the fifth 
division to consist of the counties of Fayette, Woodford, Scott, Clark, 
Montgomery, and that part of Franklin county which lies on the north 
side of the Kentucky river. 

The state of North Carolina shall· contain seven divisions, as follow: 
The first division to consist of Edenton district; the second division to 
consist of Newbern district; the third division to consist of Halifax dis
trict; the fourth division to consist of Hillsborough district; the fifth 
division to consist of Salisbury district; the sixth division to consist of 
Morgan district; and the seventh division to consist of Wilmington and 
Fayette districts. 

The state of Tennessee shall contain three divisions, as follow: The 
first division to consist of the district of Washington ; the second divi
sion to consist of the district of Hamilton ; and the third divisi~n to 
consist of the district of Mero. 

The state of South Carolina shall contain five divisions, as follow: 
The first division to consist of the districts of Charleston and George
town; the second division to consist of the districts of Carnbden and 
Cheraw; the third division to consist of the districts of Pinckney and 
Washington; the fourth division to consist of the district of Ninety-six; 
and the fifth division to consist of the districts of Orangeburg and 
Beaufort. 

The state of Georgia shall contain three divisions, as follow: The 
first division to consist of the counties of Chatham, Bryan, Liberty, 
M•Intosh, Glynn, Cambden and Effingham; the second division to 
tonsist of the counties of Washington, Montgomery, Scriven, Burke, 
Richmond, Jefferson, Warren and Columbia; and the third division to 
consist of the counties of Hancock, Wilkes, Green, Elbert, Oglethorpe, 
Jackson, and Franklin. 

And where any new county shall have been, or hereafter may be 
formed, within any state, out of any one or more of the counties com
posing any one of the aforesaid divisions, such new county shall be con
sidered as part of such division ; and if such new county shall have 
been, or hereafter shall be formed out of counties lying in different 
divisions, then the commissioners' to be appointed in pursuance of this 
act, shall determine to which of such divisions it shall belong. 

SEc. 2. And be it farther enar.ted, That the s~id co!ll!llissioners_ shall, 
before they enter on the discharrre of the duties enJomed hy this act, 
take and subscribe, before some c~mpetent magistrate, an oath or affir
mation, truly, faithfully and impartially to discharge_ their trust_; in de
fault of takino-which oath or affirmation, before entermg on the discharge 
of the duties ~foresaid, the party failing shall forfeit and pay ~wo hundred 
dollars for the use of the United States, to be recovered m any conrt 
having competent jurisdiction, with CO$tS of snit. 
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SEc. 3. And be it further en_acte~,. !'hat there shall b~ one _co~mis
sioner appointed for each of said d1v~s10ns, w~o ~hall reside w1thm the 
same· and if the appointment of said comm1ss10ners, or any number 
of th~m shall not be made during the present session of Congress, the 
Preside~t of the United States shall be,andheishereby empowered to 
make such appointment during the recess of the Senate, by granting 
commissions which shall expire at the end of their next session. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the commissioners for each 
state shall, immediately, or as soon as may be, after their appointment, 
convene in a general meeting, at such time and place as shall be ap
pointed and directed by the commissioner for each state, first named 
and qualified, according to this act ; and a majority of _the commission
ers so convened, shall have power to adjourn to such time and place as 
they shall judge proper : and a majority of the commissioners to be ap
pointed in each state according to this act, when convened according 
to rules to be adopted at their first meeting, shall, and are hereby declared 
to be a board competent to transact and discharge any business or duties 
enjoined by this act. 

SEc. 5. And be it furtlter enacted, That the said commissioners, when 
convened as aforesaid, shall and may appoint a suitable person to be their 
clerk, who shall hold his office at the pleasure of the said commissioners; 
whose duty it shall be to record and preserve all rules, proceedings and 
documents of the said commissioners, and who shall take an oath or 
affirmation, diligently and faithfully to discharge his trust; which oath 
or affirmation, either of the said commissioners is hereby authorized to 
administer; and in default of taking such oath or affirmation, previous 
to entering on the duties of the said appointment, or on failure to record 
diligently and truly, all or any rules or proceedings of the said commis
sione!s, or to furnish transcripts or copies thereof, when directed by the 
said commissioners, or required by the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
writing, such clerk shall be discharged from office, and shall forfeit and 
pay one hundred dollars, to be recovered for the use of the United States, 
with costs of suit, in any court having competent jurisdiction. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
said commissioners, to cause to be recorded and noted, the names of 
such of the said commissioners as shall attend any general meeting, as 
also the periods of their attendance, respectively; and if any commis
sioner shall fail to attend such general meeting, and shall not transmit 
or cause to be transmitted to the said commissioners, at their said meet
ing, or that next subsequently holden, an excuse for such absence, which 
shall, by a majority of the commissioners then present, be accepted as 
satisfactory and reasonable, such commissioner so failing, as aforesaid, 
shall, for every day which he may be absent, during such meeting, for
feit and pay ten dollars, to be recovered for the use of the United States, 
with costs of suit, in any court having competent jurisdiction ; or to be 
deducted from the compensation as hereafter established for the said 
commissioner : and a transcript from the records of the said commis
sioners, certified by their clerk, by which it shall appear that any com
missioner has failed to attend a general meeting, and to transmit, or 
cause to be transmitted, an excuse, which shall have been accepted as 
satisfactory and reasonable, as aforesaid, shall and the same is hereby 
declared to be conclusive and legal evidence that the penalty aforesaid 
has been incurred. 

SEc. 7. And be it furtlier enacted, That the commissioners for each 
state, convened as aforesaid, shall be, a1;1d hereby are authorized and 
empowered to divide their respective states into a suitable and conve
nient number of assessment districts, within each of which they shall 
appoint one respectable freeholder to be principal assesst,r, and such 
number of respectable freeholders to be assistant assessors, as they shall 

• 
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judge necessary for carrying this act into effect : Provided, that the 
Secretary of the Treasury shall be, and hereby is authorized to reduce 
the number of assessment districts in any state, or the number of assis
tant assessors in any distric~, if either shall appear to him to be too great: 
and each assessor, so app01~ted, an~ accep~mg the appointment, shall, 
before he enters on the du~1es of his apporntment, take and subscribe, 
before ~ome com~etent magistrate,_ or some commissioner to be appoint
ed by virtue of this act, the followmg oath or affirmation, to wit: I, A. 
B. do swear .~r affirm, that ~ will, to the best of my knowledge, skill and 
judgment, d1hgently and faithfully execute the office and duties of asses
sor for . (naming the _assessmen_t di!tri~t) without favor or partiidity, 
and that I will do equal right and Justice rn every case in which I shall 
act as assessor:" and a certificate of such oath or affirmation shall be 
delivered to the commissioner of the district for which such assessor 
shall have been appointed; and every assessor, acting in his said office, 
without having taken the said oath or affirmation, shall forfeit and pay 
for the use of the United States, one hundred dollars, to be recovered 
with costs of suit, in any court having competent jurisdiction. 

SEC. 8. And be it further enacted, That the commissioners for each 
state, convened, as aforesaid, shall be, and hereby are authorized and 
required to establish all such regulations, as to them, or a majority of 
them, shall appear suitable and necessary, for carrying this act into 
effect; which regulations shall be binding on each commissioner and 
assessor, in the performance of the duties enjoined by, or under this act; 
and also to frame instructions for the said assessors, informing them, and 
each of them, of the duties to be by them respectively performed under 
this act: Pursuant to which regulations and instructions, the said com
missioners shall, jointly or severally, direct and cause the said assessors, 
and each of them, to inquire aft.er and concerning all lands, dwelling
houses and slaves in their respective assessment districts, by reference 
to any records or documents, and to any lists of assessment taken under 
the laws of their respective states, and by all other lawful ways and 
means; and to value and enumerate the said dwelling-houses, lands and 
slaves in the manner following, to wit: Every dwelling-house above the 
value of one hundred dollars, with the out-houses thereto appurtenant, 
and the lot on which such dwelling-house and out-houses are erected, 
not exceeding two acres, in any case, shall be valued at the rate such 
dwelling-house, with the Jot and appurtenances aforesaid, are worth in 
money with a due regard to situation.-All lands and town lots, except 
lots on which dwelling-houses above the value of one hundred dollars, 
with their appurtenances, are erected as aforesaid, shall be valued by 
the quantity, either in acres, or square feet, as the case may be, at the 
average rate which each separate and entire tract or lot is worth in 
money, in a due relation to other lands and lots, and with reference to 
all advantages, either of soil or situation, and to all buildings and other 
improvements of whatever kind, except dwelling-houses above the value 
of one hundred dollars, and the out-houses appurtenant thereto.-And 
all slaves, whether negroes, mulattoes or mestizoes, above the age of 
twelve, and under the age of fifty years, shall be enumerated in the 
assessment district in which they may, respectively, be kept or employed, 
at the time of the enumeration, except such as from fixed infirmity, or 
bodily disability, may be incapable of labor: Provided, that all pro
perty, of whatever kind, coming within any of the foregoing descrip
tions, and belonging to the United States, or any stat~, or permanently 
exempted from taxation by the Jaws of the state wherem the same may 
be situated or possessed, shall be exempted from the aforesaid valuation 
and enumeration. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted,_ That for the purpose of m~king 
the aforesaid valuations and enumerations, the assessors to be appomted 

Vot. I.-74 

585 

Proviso. 

Assessors to 
take an oath. 

Commissioners 
for each state 
shall establish 
regulations, &c. 

Frame instruc
tions for asses
sors and direct 
them to inquire 
after all lands, 
houses and 
slaves, 

and value and 
ennmerate 
them. 

Exemption of 
certain proper
ty. 



586 

Assessors 
shall distribute 
their districts 
into divisions, 
proceed through 
the same and re
quire lists of 
lands, &c. to be 
delivered, 

Form of the 
lists. 

Assessors may 
make lists in 
certain cases. 

Penalty on de
livering or dis
closing a fraud
ulent list. 

How the as. 
sessors shall 
proceed in such 
case. 

Lists to be 
taken with re
ference to the 
1st Oct. 1798, 
and transmitted 
to the principal 
assessors. 

FIFTH CONGRESS. SEss. II. Cu. 70. 1798. 

in each assessment district, in pursuance of this act, shall be, and here
by are authorized and required to distribute their respective assessment 
districts, by mutual agreement, into such number of divisions as they 
shall deem convenient, not exceeding the number of assistant assessors 
appointed for each district; after which, they shall, severally, proceed, 
without delay, through their respective divisions, and in general through 
every part of their respective assessment districts, and shall require all 
persons owning or possessing any dwelling-houses, lands or slaves, or 
having the care or management thereof, to deliver separate written lists, 
specifying in one list, the dwelling-houses; in another, the lands; and in 
a third, the slaves, owned, possessed, or superintended by them respect
ively, in each and every assessment district of the state, or of any other 
state, designating the state, county, parish, township or town, as the case 
may be, where the property lies; and making separate lists, as aforesaid, 
for the property in each: and the said lists shall specify in respect to 
dwelling-houses, their situation, their dimensions or area, their number 
of stories, the number and dimensions of their windows, the materials 
whereof they are built, whether wood, brick or stone, the number, de
scription and dimensions of the out-houses appurtenant to them, and the 
names of their owners or occupants : And in respect to lands, the said 
lists shall specify the quantity of each separate tract or lot, the number, 
description and dimensions of all wharves and buildings thereon, ex-cept 
dwelling-houses above the value of one hundred dollars, and the out
houses appurtenant thereto; the name of the owner or occupant; and 
the quantity of land which such owner or occupant may claim, as enti
tled to exemption under this act, with the circumstances whereon the 
claim rests ; and in respect to slaves, the said lists shall specify the num
ber above the age of twelve, and under the age of fifty years, owned or 
possessed by, or under the care of each person, with the name of such 
person. 

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That if any person, as aforesaid, 
shall not be prepared to exhibit-a written list, when required, and shall 
consent to disclose the particulars of any and all lands, dwelling-houses 
and slaves as aforesaid, then and in such case it shall be the duty of the 
assessor to make such list, which being distinctly read and consented to, 
shall be received as the list of such person. 

SEc. 11. And be it further enacted, That if any person shall deliver 
or disclose to any assessor, appointed in pursuance of this act, and 
requiring a list or lists, as aforesaid, any false or fraudulent list, with 
intent to defeat or evade the valuation or enumeration hereby directed 
to be made, such person so offending, and being thereof convicted before 
any court having competent jurisdiction, shall be fined in a sum not 
exceeding five hundred dollars, nor less than one hundred dollars, at the 
discretion of the court, and shall pay all costs and charges of prosecu
tion: And the valuation and enumeration of such person's property, 
shall in all such cases, be made as aforesaid, upon lists, according to the 
form above described, to be made out by the assessors, respectively; 
which lists the said assessors are hereby authorized and required to make, 
according to the best information they can obtain, and for the purpose 
of making which, they are hereby authorized to enter into and upon all 
and singular the premises respectively, and from the valuations and enu
merations so made, there shall be no appeal. 

SF.c. 12. And be it fi1rtlier enacted, That the lists aforesaid shall be 
taken with reference to the first day of October next; and the commis
sioners aforesaid shall prescribe a time to the assessors of assessment 
districts, within which time the said lists shall be taken and delivered to 
the principal assessor, to be named for that purpose, in each assessment 
district i :Vhich _time shall not be more than thirty days from the time 
of rece1vmg their precepts or warrants. And all lists of property, taken 
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with reference to any other assessment district, than that in which the 
owner or possessor resides, shall be immediately transmitted to the com
missioner superintending the district, and from him to the principal 
assessor of the district within which such property is situated. 

SEc. 13. And be it further enacted, That in case any person shall be 
absent from his place of residence, at the time an assessor shall call to 
receive the list of such person, it shall be the duty of such assessor to 
leave at the house or place of residence of such person, a written note 
or memorandum, requiring him to present to such assessor the list or 
lists required by this act, within ten days from the date of such note or 
memorandum. 

SEc. 14. And be it further enacted, That if any person, on being 
required or notified as aforesaid, shall refuse or neglect to give such list 
or lists, as aforesaid, within the time required by this act, it shall be the 
duty of the assessors for the assessment district, within which such per
son shall reside, or of some two or more of them, and they, or some two 
or more of them, are hereby authorized and required, to enter into and 
upon the lands, dwelling-houses and premises of such person so ne
glecting or refusing, and to make, according to the best information 
which they can obtain, and on their own view, such list or lists of the 
lands, dwelling~houses and slaves of such person, as are required by this 
act; which lists, so made and subscribed, by such assessors, shall be 
taken and reputed as good and sufficient lists of the lands, dwelling
houses and slaves of such person, under and for the purposes of this 
act: And the person so failing or neglecting, unless in case of sickness, 
or absence from home, for the whole period from the leaving of such 
notification to the expiration of the said ten days, shall, moreover, for
feit and pay the sum of one hundred dollars, to be recovered, with costs 
of suit, in any court having competent jurisdiction; one moiety to the 
use of the assessors for the assessment district in which such person 
shall reside, and tbeothermoiety to the use of the United States. 

SEc. 15. And be it furtlier enacted, That whenever there shall be, in 
any assessment district, any dwelling-houses, lands or slaves, not owned 
or possessed by any person or persons within such district, and no list of 
which shall be transmitted to the principal assessor of such district, in 
the manner provided by this act, it shall be the duty of the assessors for 
such district, or some one or more of them, and they, or some one or 
tnore of them, are hereby authorized and required to enter into and 
upon all such dwelling-houses, lands and lots, and to make lists of the 
same respectively, after the form prescribed by this act, and also to make 
lists of all slaves as aforesaid; which lists, being subscribed by the said 
assessor, or assessors, shall be taken and reputed as good and sufficient 
lists of such lands, dwelling-houses and slaves, under and for the pur
poses of this act. 

SEc. 16. And be it furtlier enacted, That the assessors, after col
lecting the said lists of lands, dwelling-houses and slaves, shall proceed 
to value and assess the same, in a just proportion, according to this act, 
and shall arrange and class the said lands, dwelling-houses and slaves, in 
three general lists; the first of which lists shall exhibit, in alphabetical 
order, the names of all proprietors and possessors, where known, of lots 
and tracts of land in such assessment district, with the quantity and 
valuation of each Jot and tract, and the whole valuation of the lands be
longing to, or possessed by any one person; the second list shall exhibit, 
in alphabetical order, the names of all proprietors and_ possessors ~f 
dwelling-houses above the value of one hundred dollars, with the descrip
tion and valuation of each dwelling-house, and the appurtenances, and 
the quantity of land valued therewith, according to this act; and the 
third list shall exhibit, in alphabetical order, the names of all persons 
owning, possessing, or having the care of any slaves, with the number 

587 

Note to be 
left, requiring 
absentees from 
their residence 
to present their 
lists. 

How to pro
ceed when per
sons refuse or 
neglect to give 
lists. 

Penalty on 
such refusal or 
neglect. 

How to pro
ceed where 
dwelling.houses 
&c. are not pos
sessed by any 
person within 
the assessment 
district, and no 
list is rendered. 

After collect
ing lists the as
sessors shall 
value and assess 
the lands, &c. 
and arrange and 
class them in 
throe lists. 



Penalty on as
sessor failing to 
perform his du
ty. 

Principal as. 
sessor to Jive 
notice of v ua. 
tions and enu
mera lions, and 
that appeals will 
be received. 

Principal as. 
eessor to sub
mit the pro
ceedings and 
lists of the as
sessors to in
spection and to 
hear appeals. 

Manner of 
making appeals. 

Principal as
sessor may 
equalize the 
valuations; but 
they shall not 
be increased 
without notice 
to the party. 

After the ex
piration of the 
time for appeals 
the assessors 
shall transmit 
copies of their 
lists and ab
stracts of their 
proceedings to 
the commis
sioners. 

FIFTH CONGRESS. SEss. II. Cu. 70. 1798. 

of slaves as aforesaid, owned by, or under the care of each person: And 
the form's of the said lists shall be devised and prescribed by the de-
partment of the treasury. . . 

SEc. 17. And be it further enacted, That if any assessor shall fail to 
perform any duty assigned by this act, within the time prescribed in his 
precept, warrant or other legal in~tructions, !1ot being prevented there
from by sickness, or other unavoidable accident, every_ such assessor 
shall be discharged from office, and shall moreover forfeit and pay two 
hundrf'd dollars, to be recovered for the use of the United States, in any 
court having competent jurisdiction, with costs of suit. 

SEc. 18. And be it further enacted, That immediately after the valua
tions and enumerations shall have been completed, as aforesaid, the prin
cipal assessor in each assessment district, shall, by written notifications, 
to be publicly posted up, in at least four of the most public places ~n s~ch 
district, advertise all persons concerned, of the place where the said lists, 
valuations and enumerations may be seen and examined; and that during 
fifteen days after the publication of the notifications, as aforesaid, ap
peals will be received and determined by him, relative to any erroneous 
or excessive valuations or enumerations by the assessor. 

SEc. 19. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
principal assessor, in each assessment district, during fifteen days after 
the date of public notification, to be made as aforesaid, to submit the 
proceedings of the assessors, and the lists by them received or taken, as 
aforesaid, to the inspection of any and alJ persons who shall apply for 
that purpose: And the said principal assessors are hereby authorized to 
receive, hear and determine, in a summary way, according to law and 
right, upon any and all appeals which may be exhibited against the pro
ceedings of the said assessors: Provided always, that the question to be 
determined by the principal assessor, on an appeal respecting the valua
tion of any lands or dwelling-houses, shall be, whether the valuation com
plained of be, or be not, in a just relation or proportion to other 
valuations in the same assessment district. 

SEc. 20. And be it further enacted, That all appeals to the principal 
assessors, as aforesaid, shall be made in writing, and shall specify the 
particular cause, matter or thing, respecting which a decision is re
quested, and shall moreover state the ground or principle of inequality or 
error complained of, by reference to some one or more valuations of lands 
or dwelling-houses in the same assessment district; and in all cases to 
which reference may be made in any appeal, as aforesaid, the principal 
assessor shall have power to re-examine and equalize the valuations as 
shall appear just and equitable; but no valuation shall be increased, 
without a previous notice of at least five days to the party interested, to 
appear and object to the same, if he judge proper; which notice shall 
be given by a note in writing, to be left at the dwelling of the party, by 
such assessor as the principal assessor shall designate for that purpose. 

SEc. 21. And be it further enacted, That immediately after the 
expiration of the time for receiving, hearing and deciding on appeals, 
and within such period as shall be prescribed by the commissioners 
aforesaid, the principal assessor and other assessors of each assessment 
district, shall make out, subscribe, and transmit to the commiseioner 
superintending the district, exact copies, certified under their hands, of 
all lists respectively taken by them or either of them, as aforesaid, to
gether with three abstracts of their proceedings; one of which abstracts 
shall exhibit a summary view of the valuations of all lands; and another 
abstract shall exhibit a summary view of the valuations of all dwelling
houses; and a third abstract shall exhibit a summary view of the enume
ration of all slaves, as aforesaid, in each district; the forms of which 
abstracts shall be established and prescribed by the department of the 
treasury. 
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SEC, 22. And be it further enacted, That the commissioners as afore
said, shall have power, on consideration and examination of the ab
stracts to be rendered by the assessors, as aforesaid, and of the lists 
aforesai_d, to revise, adjust a;11d --:ary, the v'.11uations of lands and dwelling
houses m any assessment district, by addmg thereto, or deducting there
from, such a rate per centum, as shall appear to be just and equitable: 
Provided, that the relative valuations of the different lots or tracts of 
land, or dwelling-houses, in the same assessment district, shall not be 
changed or affected: Provided, nevertheless, that if manifest error or 
imperfection shall appear in any of the said abstracts, the commissioners 
shall and may require of the assessors, that the said abstracts be ex
plained and corrected, and shall and may remove from office, any and 
all o~ the said as~essors, and o_therwise _p~oceed again_st them according 
to this act; and 1f necessary, m the opmion of a maJority of the com
missioners, convened in a general meeting, a new valuation may be 
directed, and after such valuations shall have been completed and con
firmed, in the manner prescribed by this act, the said commissioners 
shall cause the aforesaid abstracts and lists to be transmitted to the 
Secretary of the Treasury; in default of which, they shall severally for
feit and pay, for the use of the United States, two hundred dollars, to be 
recovered with costs of suit, in any court having competent jurisdiction. 

SEC. 23. And be it further enacted, That the said commissioners, 
as aforesaid, shall and may direct the principal assessors of each assess
ment district, to register and record the lists, valuations and enumera
tions made by the assessors, as aforesaid ; and to add to, or deduct from 
the valuations of the lands and dwelling-houses of each individual, such 
a rate per centum, as shall be determined by the commissioners, as 
aforesaid. 

SEc. 24. And be it further enacted, That after the valuations, enu
merations, and records thereof, shall have been completed, according to 
this act, it shall be lawful for the supervisors of districts comprehending 
but one snrvey of inspection, and the inspectors of surveys in districts 
comprehending more than one survey of inspection, with the concur
rence of the supervisors of such districts, to depute one skilful and fit 
person, in each assessment district, to be surveyor of the revenue ; and 
every surveyor of the revenue, so appointed, shall give bond, with surety, 
in a sum not less than fivE! hundred nor more than two thousand dollars, 
for the diligent and faithful execution of his office, and shall take and 
subscribe an oath or affirmation, truly, faithfully and impartially to dis
charge the duties enjoined by this act; and a certificate of the said oath 
or affirmation, with the said bond, shall be transmitted to, and lodged in 
the office of the supervisor of the district. 

SEC. 25. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
surveyors of the revenue to receive and safely preserve the records of 
the lists, valuations and enumerations herein before mentioned; and the 
said surveyors shall keep true and exact accounts of the valuation of the 
lands and dwelling-houses belonging to each and every individual, dis
tinguishing each tract, lot and dwelling-house. And whenever any 
lands or dwelling-houses, included in the said valuation, shall be alien
ated, or in any way transferred, it shall be the duty of the surveyor of 
the revenue for the district, if a dwelling-house, or an entire tract or lot 
has been alienated, to charge the amount of the valuation thereon, to an 
account with the purchaser, and to credit the account of the person dis
posing of the same; and whenever a tract of land, lot, or dwelling-house, 
shall be divided hy sale or partition, the said surveyor shall by entry and 
view of the said land or dwelling-house, or by other lawful ways and 
means, inform himself of the relative value of the different parts of the 
original tract or lot, or d,welling-house so divided, and shall apportion 
the value of the entire tract or lot, or dwelling-house, as shall he just 
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and equitable; and shall enter and record the same, in manner afore
said. And whenever, and so often as a new dwelling-house shall be 
erected and inhabited, after the first day of October next, or any dwell
ing-houses or lauds, which, at the time of making the said valuation, 
shall be exempted from taxation by the laws of the state where the same 
shall be situated, shall cease to be so exempted, the said surveyors shall 
and may, in their respective districts, proceed to value and assess the 
same, in like manner, and on the principles herein before prescribed, in 
respect to valuations of dwelling-houses and lands, and shall add the 
same to the valuations to be made by assessors, as aforesaid. And 
whenever, and so often as any dwelling-house shall be destroyed or 
damaged, by fire, or other accident, it shall be lawful for the surveyors 
to cancel the valuations thereon, if such house be wholly destroyed; or 
if such house be merely damaged or impaired, to reduce the valuation 
thereon, to such sum as shall be just and equitable: Provided, that no 
change of the valuation of any dwelling~house, shall be valid, until the 
same shall have been approved by the inspector of the survey, or the 
supervisor of the district, if comprehending but one survey of inspection. 

SEc. 26. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
surveyors of the revenue, whenever they shall receive precepts or war
rants for that purpose, from the inspectors of surveys, or the supervisor8 
qf districts comprehending but one survey of inspection, to enumerate 
any and all slaves in their respective districts above the age of twelve 
and under the age of fifty years, except such as from fixed infirmity, or 
bodily disability, may be incapable of labour, as aforesaid, and to report 
the number thereof, as also the number of houses, with the valuations 
thereof, respectively, and the valuation of any and all lands, and also to 
compute and state the taxes which may be due and payable by each and 
every individual; and to deliver true and correct lists thereof, to the 
persons who may be appointed to receive the same. 

SEc. 27. And be it further enacted, That the said surveyors of the 
revenue shall, at all times, submit the inspection of their books and re
cords, to the supervisors and inspectors of the internal revenues of the 
United States, or to any person authorized and deputed by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, for that purpose; and shall, moreover, grant and certify 
copies or transcripts therefrom, to any persons who shall apply for the 
same, and who shall previously tender or pay the fees hereafter allowed 
and established therefor. 

SEc. 28. And be it furtlier enacted, That the following compensations 
shall be allowed to the commissioners, clerks and assessors aforesaid, for 
services to be performed under this act. 

To each commissioner, one hundred and fifty dollars, in addition to 
an allowance of three dollars per diem, for each and every day, in going 
to, attending at, and returning from any general meeting of the said com
missioners, or in visiting the several assessment districts, in pursuance 
of any resolution of the said commissioners. 

To each clerk of the commissioners, a compensation for the time they 
may be employed, not exceeding the rate of five hundred dollars per 
annum. 

To each assessor, other than principal assessors, one dollar and fifty 
cents per diem, for every day employed in collecting lists; and also one 
dollar per diem for every day employed in arranging the said lists, and 
making the valuations and enumerations. 

To each principal assessor, one dollar and fifty cents for every day 
employed in receiving and arranging lists, and hearing appeals, and in 
recording the lists, valuations and enumerations aforesaid, and corre
sponding with commissioners : and in addition to the said allowances 
and compensations, the said commissioners and assessors shall be allowed 
their necessary and reasonable charges for ho~ks and stationery: and 
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the accounts of the assessors shall be certified by, and presented to the 
commissioners, in the name of the principal assessor of each assessment 
district, who shall be responsible to the other assessors. And the ac
counts of the assessors and commissioners in each state, shall be pre
sented at the treasury, for adjustment, in the name of some one of the 
commissioners, to be designated for that purpose, by the other commis
sioners, who shall distribute th~ sums payable to the principal assessors, 
aforesaid: Provided, that no allowance shall be made to the assessors, 
other than for the expense of books and stationery, until it shall be ascer
tained and certified to the satisfaction of the commissioners, that the 
services directed by this act have been performed. And all letters or 
packets to or from any commissioner, appointed under this act, shall, 
within the limits of the state for which such commissioner is appointed, 
be conveyed by post, free of postage. 

SEc. 29. And be it further enacted, That the surveyors of the revenue 
shall be allowed the following compensations, for services to be per
formed under this act: For recording each and every transfer of the 
valuation of every entire tract of land, or dwelling-house, twelve and an 
half cents: For apportioning each and every valuation of a tract of land, 
lot or dwelling-house, and recording the same, in consequence of any 
division or partition thereof, fifty cents for every division of the original 
tract, lot or dwelling-house: For viewing each and every dwelling-house, 
in consequence of an application for the reduction of a valuation, and 
for recording the proceedings thereon, one dollar : For every official 
certificate, except such as may be required by the treasury department, 
or the ·supervisors, inspectors or collectors of the revenue, twenty-five 
cents. And the compensations aforesaid shall be paid by the party or 
parties applying for such reduction, record, exoneration, or apportion
ment. 

SEC. 30. And be it furtl1er enacted, That for the purpose of defraying 
the expenses incident to the valuations and enumerations directed by 
this act, there be appropriated the sum of one hundred and fifty thoua;and 
dollars, to he paid out of any monies in the treasury of the United States, 
not otherwise appropriated. 

APPROVED, July 9, 1798. 

CHAP. LXXI.--.8n .fl.ct to regulate and fix the compensations rf the r1ficers em
pln,ved in collecting the internal revenues 1if the United States, and to insr,re mflTe 
effectually the settlement ef their accountR. 

SECTION l. Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Represent.olives 
of the United Btates ef America in Congress assembled, That in lieu of 
the compensations now established, there shall, from and after the first 
day of July, instant, be allowed, for the collection of the internal duties 
which have heretofore been imposed by law, the.respective compensa
tions following, to wit: 

To the supervisor of the district of Virginia, an annual salary of one 
thousand three hundred and fifty dollars. 

To the supervisor of the district of Pennsylvania, an annual salary of 
one thousand two hundred dollars. 

To each of the supervisors of Massachusetts, New York, Maryland, 
North Carolina, and South Carolina, an annual salary of one thousand 
dollars. 

To each of the supervisors of Connecticut and Ohio, an annual salary 
of seven hundred dollars. 

'I'o each of the supervisors of Rhode Island and New Jersey, an annual 
salary of six hundred dollars. 

To each of the supervisors of New Hampshire, Vermont, Delaware, 
Tennessee, and Georgia, an annual salary of five hundred dollars. 
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SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the following sums shall be 
allowed to the supervisors for clerk hire, in their respective offices, to 
wit: 

To the supervisors of Massachusetts, New York, Pennsylvania, Mary
land, Virginia, North Carolina, and South Carolina, eight hundred dol
lars per annum, each. 

To the supervisors of New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Connecticut, 
New Jersey, and Georgia, four hundred dollars per annum, each. 

To the supervisors of Vermont, Delaware, Ohio and Tennessee, three 
hundred dollars per annum, each. 

SEc. 3. And be it jurtlter enacted, That the supervisors shall, severally. 
be allowed, in addition to the salaries aforesaid, the same commissions 
on the product of all the internal duties heretofore imposed and collected 
in their respective districts, as have been heretofore allowed under the 
authority of the President of the United States. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the inspectors of surveys now 
established under the authority of the President of the United States, in 
the several districts, not being also supervisors, shall each be allowed an 
annual salary of five hundred dollars. 

SEc. 5. And be it furtlter enacted, That each of the inspectors, not 
being also a supervisor, shall, in addition to the salary aforesaid, and to 
the commissions heretofore allowed to them by the President of the 
United States, be allowed two hundred dollars per annum for clerk hire 
in their respective offices. 

SEc. 6. And be it furtlier enacted, That the collectors of the revenue 
shall be allowed a commission of six per centum on the product of all 
the internal duties heretofore imposed, and by them respectively received; 
except that in the districts of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, a com
mission of four per centum, only, shall be allowed to the said collectors 
upon the amount of duties arising from spirits distilled from foreign 
materials. 

SEc. 7. And be it furtlier enacted, That it shall be lawful f(!r the 
supervisors of districts, to apportion and allow to such of the collectors 
of the revenue, and auxiliary officers, as, for the execution of the public 
service, it shall appear to them really necessary so to compensate, yearly 
salaries, not exceeding the medium rate of eighty dollars to the collect
ors of the revenue actually employed, nor exceeding the medium rate 
of thirty dollars to the auxiliary officers actually employed, nor exceed
ing the i;:ums following, in the respective districts, to wit: In New 
Hampshire, four hundred and twenty dollars; in Massachusetts, one 
thousand four hundred and sixty dollars; in Rhode Island, two hundred 
and fifty dollars; in Connecticut, six hundred dollars; in Vermont, four 
hundred and twenty dollars; in New York, one thousand and ninety 
dollars; in New Jersey, eight hundred and twenty dollars; in Pennsyl
vania, one thousand six hundred and ten dollars; in Delaware, three 
hundred and thirty dollars; in Maryland, one thousand five hundred 
dollars; in Virginia, four thousand six hundred and fifty dollars; in 
Ohio, seven hundred and ninety dollars; in Tennessee, three hundred 
and thirty dollars; in North Carolina, two thousand seven hundred and 
eighty dollars; in South Carolina, two thousand three hundred and forty 
dollars; and in Georgia, six hundred and sixty dollars. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That the supervisors shall be 
allowed, for preparing, stamping and distributing among the inspectors, 
one cent for every certificate to accompany foreign or domestic spirits, 
wines or teas, actually issued in the surveys and ports of their respective 
districts; that the inspectors of surveys, and such of the supervisors as 
perform the same duties, shall be allowed two cents and one half for each 
certificate signed by them and issued to accompany domestic distilled 
spirits, and one cent for each certificate signed by them, and issued to 
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accompany foreign distilled spirits ; that the inspectors of the revenue 
for por_ts, sh!II be allowed ~ne cent and one half, for every certificate 
issued m their ports, respectively, to accompany foreign distilled spirits, 
and two cents and one half, for every certificate to accompany wines or 
teas; and to the deputies of such inspectors, the sum of two cents and 
one half for every cask or pa~kage of foreign distilled spirits, wines or 
teas, by them marked, accordmg to law, and returned to their respective 
principals; and for gauging wines, whereon the duties are payable ac
cording to the value thereof, six cents for every cask actually gauged, 
and that the collectors of the revenue shall be allowed for measuring and 
marking, according to law, each still under the capacity of one hundred 
gallons, sixty cents, and for each still of the capacity of one hundred 
gallons, or more, seventy-five cents, and for marking each cask of do
mestic distilled spirits, and for issuing and countersigning a certificate 
to accompany the same, two and one half cents, and for every cask 
which they respectively gauge or cause to be gauged, six cents. 

SEc. 9. And be it fartlwr enacted, That it shall be lawful, this act not
withstanding, for the collectors of the revenue to demand of individuals 
the fee or extra compensation authorized by the seventh section of the 
act passed on the twenty-eighth day of May, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-six, intituled "An act laying duties upon carriages for the 
conveyance of persons; and repealing the former act for that purpose;" 
in the manner and on the conditions thereby prescribed. 

SEC. 10. And be it further enacted, That from and after the first day 
of July, instant, it shall be the duty of the several officers employed or to 
be employed in collecting the internal revenues of the United States, to 
keep accurate accounts of their official emoluments and expenditures, 
and the same to transmit annually, on the last day of December, to the 
commissioner of the revenue; abstracts of which accounts shall, an
nually, be laid before Congress, by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

SEc. 11. And be it farther enacted, That the necessary expenses of 
procuring books, stationery, printed forms, certificates, and other docu
ments, necessary for the collection of the internal revenues, shall and 
may be allowed to the supervisors, inspectors and collectors of the reve
nue, in the settlement of their accounts. And all letters and packets to 
and from the said supervisors and inspectors of the revenue, on business 
of their respective offices, shall be received and conveyed by post, free 
of postage. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That the supervisors of districts, 
inspectors of surveys, and collectors of the revenue, shall, within three 
months after being thereto required, give bonds, with sureties, for the 
true and faithful execution of their respective offices, and settlement of 
their accounts, according to law, in manner following, to wit: The super
visors of Massachusetts, New York, Pennsylvania, and Virginia, in the 
sum of twenty-five thousand dollars, each; the supervisors of New Hamp
shire, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New Jersey, Maryland, North Caro
lina and South Carolina, in the sum of fifteen thousand dollars, each; and 
the supervisors of Vermont, Delaware, Ohio, Tennessee and Georgia, in 
the sum of ten thousand dollars, each; and the inspectors of the several 
surveys, in the sum of ten thousand dollars, each; which bonds shall be 
severally approved by the comptroller of the treasury, and sh_all be filed 
in his office, to be by him put in suit for the benefit of the U mted States, 
upon any breach of the conditions there~f; and ~he ~ollectors of the 
revenue shall severally give like bonds, with sureties, m a sum not Jess 
than three thousand dollars· which bonds shall be approved by the super
visors of the respective districts, and shall be filed _in their offices to be 
by them put in suit, upon any breach of the cond1t1~ns thereof. 

SEc. 13. And be it further enacted, That all suits _on b_onds taken 
in pursuance of this act, shall be instituted and determmed 111 the man-
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ner prescribed by the act, passed on the third day of March, one thou
sand seven hundred and ninety-seven, intituled "An act to provide more 
effectually for the settlement of a~counts _be~we~n the Uni~ed Sta~es and 
receivers of public money;" and m all smts mstltuted agamst an mspec
tor of any survey, or collector of ~he_revenue, t!anscripts from the books 
of the supervisor of the proper district, or copies of any papers or other 
documents relating to the accounts of s°:ch inspe~tor or col!E;ctor, duly 
authenticated under the seal of the said supervisor, shall have equal 
validity, and be entitled to the same credit whi~h would be due to the 
ori6inal papers, if produced in open c~urt; subject neverthel~ss to the 
condition mentioned in the second section of the act above recited. 

SEc. 14. And be it farther enacted, That the bond of any supervisor 
or other officer of the revenue, who shall neglect or refuse, for more 
than six months, to make up, and render to the proper officer, his 
accounts of all duties collected or secured, pursuant to such forms and 
regulations as have been, or shall be presc_ribe~, according to _law, or to 
verify such accounts on oath or affirmation, 1f thereto reqmred, or to 
pay over the monies which shall have been collected, shall be deemed 
forfeited, and judgment thereo~ shall and may be taken at the return 
term, on motion, to be made m open court, by the attorney of the 
United States, unless sufficient cause to the contrary be shown to, and 
allowed by the court: Provided always, that the writ or process, in 
such case, shall have been executed at least fourteen days before the 
return day thereof. 

SEc. 15. And be it farther enacted, That the amount of all debts 
due to the United States, by any supervisor or other officer of the 
revenue, whether secured by bond or otherwise, shall, and hereby is 
declared to be a lien upon the lands and real estate of such supervisor 
or other officer of the revenue, and their sureties, from the time when 
a suit shall be instituted for recovering the same; and for want of goods 
and chattels, or other personal effects of such supervisor, or other officer 
of the revenue, or their sureties, to satisfy any judgment which shall or 
may be recovered against them, respectively, such lands and real estates 
may be sold. at public auction, after being advertised for at least three 
weeks, in not less than three public places in the proper district, survey 
or division, and in one newspaper printed in the county, if any there be, 
at least six weeks prior to the proposed time of sale; and for all lands 
and real estJlte sold in pursuance of the authority aforesaid, the convey
ances of the marshals, or their deputies, executed in due form of law, 
shall afford a valid title against all persons claiming under such supervi
sor, or other officer of the revenue, or their sureties, respectively. 

SEc. 16. And be it fui·thcr enacted, That from and after the said first 
day of July, instant, so much of any law or laws as authorizes the Presi
dent of the United States to fix or vary the compensation of the officers 
employed in the collection of the internal revenues, or limits the yearly 
sums to be allowed to them, be, and the same is hereby repealed. 

APPROVED, July 11, 1798. 

July 11, 1798. CHAP. LXXII.--.Bn Act for the esfablfahing and organizing a Marine Corps.(a) 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House <if Representatives 
of tlte United States <if America in Congress assembled, That in addi-

(a) The acts passed by Congress relating to the marine corps, are: An act for the establishing and 
organizing a m11rine corps, June 11, 1798, chap. 72; an act authorizing an augmentation of the marine 
corps, March 2, 1799, chap. 37; an act authorizing an augmentation or the marine corps, March 3, 1809, 
chap. 33; an act authorizing an augmentation of the marine corps, and for other purposes, April 16, 
1814, chap. 68 i resolution in relation to the_ compensation of officers of the marine corps, May 29, 1830; 
an act concerning certam officers of the marme corps, July 14, 1832, chap. 223; resolution respecting the 
pay of the marine corps, May 25, 1832; an act to improve the condition of the non-commissioned officers 
and privates of the army and mariue corps of the United States, and to prevent desertion, March 2, 1833, 
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~ion to the present ~ilitary e~tahlishment, ~here shall be :aised and organ-
1~ed a corps ?f marmes, which shall co~s1st of one maJor, four captains, 
sixteen first heutenants,_ twelve second lieutenants, forty-eight sergeants, 
forty-eight corporals, thirty-two drums and fifes, and seven hundred and 
twenty privates, including the marines who have been enlisted or are 
authorized :o be raised for the n~val armament; and the said co;ps may 
be formed mto as many compames or detachments, as the President of 
the United States shall direct, with a proper distribution of the com
missioned and non-commissioned officers and musicians to each com
pany or detachment: 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the pay and subsistence of 
the ~aid officers, privates and musicians, shall be as follows, to wit: To 
a ciajor, fifty dollars per month, and ~)ur rations per day; to a captain, 
forty dollars per month, and three rations per day; to a first lieutenant 
thirty dollars per month, and three rations per day; to a second lieuten~ 
ant, twenty-five dollars per month, and two rations per day; and to the 
non-commissioned officers, privates and musicians, conformably to the 
act, intituled "An act providing a naval armament," as shall be fixed 
by the President of the United States: And the President of the United 
States shall be, and is hereby authorized to continue the enlistment of 
marines, until the said corps shall be complete; and of himself, to 
appoint the commissioned officers, whenever, in the recess of the Senate, 
an appointment shall be necessary. And the enlistments, which shall be 
made by virtue hereof, may be for the term of three years, subject to 
be discharged by the President of the United States, or by the ceasing or 
repeal of the laws providing for the naval armament. And if the marine 
corps, or any part of it, shall be ordered by the President to do duty on 
shore, and it shall become necessary to appoint an adjutant, paymaster, 
quartermaster, sergeant-major, quartermaster-sergeant, and drum and 
fife-major, or any of them, the major or commandant of the corps, is 
hereby authorized to appoint such staff officer or officers, from the line 
of subalterns, sergeants and music, respectively, who shall be entitled, 
during the time they shall do such duty, to the same extra pay and 
emoluments, which are allowed by law, to officers acting in the same 
capacities in the infantry. . 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the detachments of the corps 
of marines hereby authorized, shall be made in lieu of the respective 
quotas of marines, which have been established or authorized for the 
frigates, and other armed vessels and gallies, which shall be employed 
in the service of the United States: And the President of the United 
States may detach and appoint ouch of the officers of this marine corps, 
to act on board the frigates, and any of the armed vessels of the United 
States, respectively, as he shall, from time to time, judge necessary; any 
thing in the act "providing a naval armament" to the contrary hereof 
notwithstanding. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the officers, non-commis
sioned officers, privates and musicians aforesaid, s~all take the same 
oath, and shall be governed by the same rules and articles of war, as are 
prescribed for the military establishment of the United States, and by 
the rules for the rerrulation of the navy, heretofore, or which shall be 
established by law, a~cording to the nature of the service in whi~h they 
shall be employed, and shall be entitled to ~he same ~llowance, rn case 
of wounds or disabilities accordin" to their respective ranks, as are 
granted by the act "to a;certain an°d fix the military establishment of 
the United States." 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the non-commissioned of-
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ficers, musicians, seamen and marines, who are or shall be enlisted into 
the service of the United States; and the non-commissioned officers and 
musicians, who are or shall be enlisted into the army of the United 
States, shall be, and they are hereby exempted, during their term of ser
vice, from all personal arrests for any debt or contract. 

SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That the marine corps, established 
by this act, shall, at any time, be liable to do duty in the forts and garri
sons of the United States, on the sea-coast, or any other duty on shore, 
as the President, at his discretion, shall direct. 

APPROVED, July 11, 1798. 

CHAP, LXXIII.-.B.n .B.ct e3fabfishi11g an annual aalary for the 8urt1eyor nf the 
port 'If Gloucester. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That there be allowed 
to the surveyor of the port of Gloucester, in the state of Massachusetts, 
the yearly salary of two hundred and fifty dollars; to commence from the 
last day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-seven. 

APPROVED, July 14, 1798. 

CHAP, LXXIV.-.Bn .!let in addition to the act, entitled ".lln ad for the pttn• 
ishment <f certain crimes agaimt the United States." 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives 
ef the United States of America, in Congress assembled, That if any 
persons shall unlawfully combine or conspire together, with intent to 
oppose any measure or measures of the government of the United 
States, which are or shall be directed by proper authority, or to impede 
the operation of any law of the United States, or to intimidate or pre
vent any person holding a place or office in or under the government of 
the United States, from undertaking, performing or executing his trust 
or duty; and if any person or persons, with intent as aforesaid, shall 
counsel, advise or attempt to procure any insurrection, riot, unlawful 
aosembly, or combination, whether such conspiracy, threatening, counsel, 
advice, or attempt shall have the proposed effect or not, he or they shall 
be deemed guilty of a high misdemeanor, and on conviction, before any 
court of the United States having jurisdiction thereof, shall be pun
ished by a fine not exceeding five thousand dollars, and by imprisonment 
during a term not less than six months nor exceeding five years; and 
further, at the discretion of the court may be holden to find sureties for 
his good behaviour in such sum, and for such time, as the said court may 
direct. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That if any person shall write, 
print, utter or publish, or shall cause or procure to be written, printed, 
uttered or published, or shall knowingly and willingly assist or aid in 
writing, printing, uttering or publishing any false, scandalous and mali
cious writing or writings against the government of the United States, 
or either house of the Congress of the United States, or the President 
of the United States, with intent to defame the said government, or 
either house of the said Congress, or the said President, or to bring 
them, or either of them, into contempt or disrepute; or to excite against 
them, or either or any of them, the hatred of the good people of the 
United States, or to stir up sedition within the United States, or to ex
cite any unlawful combinations therein, for opposing or resisting any law 
of the United States, or any act of the President of the United States, 
done in pursuance of any such Jaw, or of the powers in him vested by 
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the constitution of the ~ nited States, or to resist, oppose, or defeat any 
such law or act, or to aid, encourage or abet any hostile designs of any 
foreign nation again~t the United ~tates, their people or government, 
then such person, bemg thereof convicted before any court of the United 
States having jurisdiction thereof, shall be punished by a fine not ex
ceeding two thousand dollars, and by imprisonment not exceeding two 
years. 

SEC. 3. And be it furthet: enacted and declared, That if any person 
shall be prosecuted under this act, for the writing or publishing any libel 
aforesaid, it shall be lawful for the defendant, upon the trial of the cause 
to give in evidence in his defence, the truth of the matter contained i~ 
the publicatio?-charged as a_ libel. And the jury who shall try the cause, 
shall have a right to determme the law and the fact, under the direction 
of the court, as in other cases. 

SEC, 4. And be it further enacted, That this act shall continue and 
be in force until the third day of March, one thousand eight hundred 
and one, and no longer: Provided, that the expiration of the act shall 
not prevent or defeat a prosecution and punishment of any offence 
against the law, during the time it shall be in force. 

APPROVED, July 14, 1798. 

CHAP, LXXV.-.B.n .B.ct to lay and collect a direct tax within the United States. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa,. 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That a 
direct tax of two millions of dollars shall be, and hereby is laid upon the 
United States, and apportioned to the states respectively, in the manner 
following:-

To the state of New Hampshire, seventy-seven thousand seven hun
dred and five dollars, thirty-six cents and two mills. 

To the state of Massachusetts, two hundred and sixty thousand four 
hundred and thirty-five dollars, thirty-one cents and two mills. 

To the state of Rhode Island, thirty-seven thousand five hundred and 
two dollars and eight cents. 

To the state of Connecticut, one hundred and twenty-nine thousand 
l'even hundred and sixty-seven dollars, and two mills. 

To the state of Vermont, forty-six thousand eight hundred and sixty
four dollars eighteen cents and seven mills. 

To the state of New York, one hundred and eighty-one thousand 
six hundred and eighty dollars, seventy cents and seven mills. 

To the state of New Jersey, ninety-eight thousand three hundred and 
eighty-seven dollars, twenty-five cents, and three mills. 

To the state of Pennsylvania, two hundred and thirty-seven thousand 
one hundred and seventy-seven dollars, seventy-two cents and seven 
mills. 

To the state of Delaware, thirty thousand four hundred and thirty 
dollars, seventy-nine cents, and two mills. 

To the state of Maryland, one hundred and fifty-two tho~sand five 
hundred and ninety-nine dollars, ninety-five cents, and four m11Is. 

To the state of Virginia, three hundred and forty-five t)10usand four 
hundred and eighty-eight dollars,sixty-sixcents, and five mills. 

To the state of Kentucky, thirty-seven thousand six hundred and 
forty-three dollars, ninety-nine cents, and seven mills. . 

To the state of North Carolina, one hundred and nmety-three thou
sand six hundred and ninety-seven dollars, ninety-six cents, and five 
milk 

To the state of Tennessee, eighteen thousand eight hundred and six 
dollars, thirty-eight cents, and three mills. 
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To the state of South Carolina, one hundred and twelve thousand 
nine hundred and ninety-seven dollars, seventy-three cents and nine 
mills. 

And to the state of Georgia, thirty-eight thousand eight hundred and 
fourteen dollars, eighty-seven cents, and five mills. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said tax shall be col
lected by the supervisors, inspectors and collectors of the internal revf'
nues of the United States, under the direction of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, and pursuant to such regulations as he shall establish; and 
shall be assessed upon dwelling-houses, lands and slaves, according to 
the valuations and enumerations to be made pursuant to the act, inti
tuled "An act to provide for tl1e valuation of lands and dwelling-houses, 
and the enumeration of slaves within the United States," and in the fol
lowing manner: 

Upon every dwelling-house which, with the out-houses appurtenant 
thereto, and the lot whereon the same are erected, not exceeding two 
acres in any case, shall be valued in manner aforesaid, at more than one 
hundred, and not more than five hundred dollars, there shall be assessed 
in the manner herein provided, a sum equal to two tenths of one per 
centum on the amount of the valuation: upon every dwelling-house 
which shall be valued as aforesaid, at more than five hundred, and not 
more than one thousand dollars, there shall be assessed a sum equal to 
three tenths of one per centum on the amount of the valuation: upon 
every dwelling-house which shall be valued as aforesaid, at more than 
one thousand dollars, and not more than three thousand dollars, there 
shall be assessed a sum equal to four tenths of one per centum on the 
amount of the valuation: upon every dwelling-house which shall be 
valued as aforesaid, at more than three thousand, and not more than six 
thousand dollars, there shall be assessed a sum equal to one half of one 
per centum on the amount of the valuation: upon every dwelling-house 
which shall be valued as aforesaid, at more than six, and not more than 
ten thousand dollars, there shall be assessed a sum equal to six tenths of 
one per centum on the amount of the valuation: upon every dwelling• 
house which shall be valued as aforesaid, at more than ten, and not more 
than fifteen thousand dollars, there shall be assessed a sum equal to seven 
tenths of one per centum on the amount of the valuation: upon every 
dwelling-house which shall be valued as aforesaid, at more than fifteen, 
and not more than twenty-thousand dollars, there shall be assessed a sum 
equal to eight tenths of one per centum on the amount of the valuation: 
upon every dwelling-house which shall be valued as aforesaid, at more 
than twenty, and not more th~n thirty thousand dollars, there shall be 
assessed a sum equal to nine tenths of one per centum on the amount of 
the valuation; and upon every dwelling-house which shall be valued as 
aforesaid, at more than thirty thousand dollars, there shall be assessed a 
sum equal to one per centum on the amount of the valuation. 

And upon every slave which shall be enumerated according to the act 
aforesaid, there shall be assessed fifty cents. 

And the whole amount of the sums so to be assessed upon dwel!inO'
houses and slaves within each state respectively, shall be deducted fro~ 
the sum hereby apportioned to such state, and the remainder of the said 
sum shall be assessed upon the lands within such state according to the 
valuations to be made pursuant to the act aforesaid, and at such rate 
per centum as will be sufficient to produce the said remainder: Provided, 
that no part of said tax shall be assessed upon such lands or dwelling
houses and slaves as at the time of passing this act are especially ex
empted from taxes by the laws of the states, respectively. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the aforesaid assessments 
shall be made by the supervisors of the several districts within the United 
States respectively, a11J pursuant to instructions from the Secretary of 
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the.Treasury; which inst~uction~ the said Secretary shall be, and here
by 1s authonzed and required to issue to such supervisors or any of them 
so soo~ as the valuations and enumerati?ns directed to be made by th; 
aforesaid act shall have been completed m the state to which such super
visor belong~. ~nd the said tax shall become due and payable from and 
after the expiration of three months after the instructions aforesaid shall 
have been received by the supervisors respectively: Provided that if. on 
making the assessments as aforesaid, it should appear that the sum; so 
to be assessed_ on houses and slaves within any state will exceed the sum 
hereby apportioned to such state, then the supervisor shall be and here
by is authorized and required to deduct from the sums so to be assessed 
on houses, such rate per centum as shall be sufficient to reduce the whole 
amount of the said assessments, to the sum apportioned to such state 
as aforesaid. ' 

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That the said supervisors shall 
be, and hereby are authorized and required to appoint such and so many 
suitable persons in each assessment district within their respective dis
tricts, as may be necessary for collecting the said tax, and shall assign 
to them, respectively, their collection districts therein; which persons 
shall be collectors within their respective collection districts, and shall 
collect the said tax under the direction of the supervisors respectively, 
and according to the regulations and provisions contained in this act, 
or to be established pursuant thereto. 

SEC. 5. And be ·it further enacted, That so soon as the aforesaid as
sessment shall have been completed, the said supervisors shall, by special 
warrants, under their hands, respectively, cause the surveyors of the 
revenue within their respective districts, to make out lists containing the 
sums payable, according to such assessments, for every dwelling-house, 
tract or lot of land, and slave, within each collection district, respect
ively; which lists shall contain the name of the proprietor or occupant 
of each dwelling-house, tract or lot of land and slave, within the collec
tion district, or of the person having the care or superintendence of 
them, or any of them, where such proprietor, occupant or superintend
ent is known, and the whole sum payable by each person within the said 
district, distinguishing what is payable for dwelling-houses, what for 
slaves, and what for lands. And where there are lands, slaves or dwel
ling-houses within any collection district, not owned, or occupied by, or 
under the care or superintendence of any person resident therein, there 
shall be a separate list of such lands, dwelling-houses and slaves, specify
ing the sums payable for each, and the names of the proprietors or 
superintendents, respectively, where known. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That each of the collectors, to be 
appointed as aforesaid, shall be furnished by the surveyor of the revenue 
for the assessment district within which he shall have been so appointed, 
with one or more of the said lists, signed and certified by such surveyor. 
And each collector, on receiving a list as aforesaid, shall subscribe three 
receipts; one of which shall be given on a full and correct copy of such 
list, and the other two on aggregate statements thereof, exhibiting the 
number and valuation of dwelling-houses, the number of slaves, and the 
amount of the valuation of lands in such collection di,itrict, with the 
amount of the taxes assessed thereon. And the list first mentioned, and 
receipt, shall remain in the office of the surveyor of the reven~e, and 
shall be opened to the inspection of any person who may apply to mspect 
the same; and the aggregate statements and receipts aforesaid, shall be 
transmitted to the inspector of the survey, and one of them shall be by 
him transmitted to the supervisor of the district. . 

SEc. 7. And be it further enaded, That each ~ollector, be'.ore receiv
ing any list as aforesaid, for collection, shall give bond, with one or 

599 

A9Sessments 
to be made by 
the supervisors. 

When the to.x 
shall become 
due. 

What is to be 
done, if assess
ments on houses 
and slaves ex
ceed the appor
mcnt. 

Supervisors 
shall appoint 
collectors. 

Survevor of 
the revenue to 
make out lists 
or taxes. 

Collectors to 
be furnished 
with lists. 

Collectors to 
give bond, 



600 

Tax to be a 
lien upon the 
land, &c. 

How the col
lectors shall de. 
mand and en
force payment. 

Provision for 
the case where 
lands, &c. are 
not possessed 
hy a person in 
the collection 
district. 

FIFTH CONGRESS. SEss. II. C11. 75. 1798. 

more good and sufficient sureties, in at least double the amount of the 
taxes assessed on the collection district for which he may be appointed; 
which bond shall be payable to the United States, with condition for 
the true and faithful discharge of the duties of his office, according to 
law, and particularly, for the due collection and payment of all monies 
assessed upon such district. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That the aforesaid tax shall be, and 
remain a lien upon all lands, and other real estate, and all slaves, of the 
individuals who may be assessed for the same, during two years after the 
time when it shall become due and payable according to this act; and 
the said lien shall extend to each and every part of all tracts or lots of 
land, or dwelling-houses, which shall be valued according to the afore
said act, notwithstanding the same may have been divided or alienated, 
in part, unless an apportionment of the valuation thereof shall have been 
made and recorded pursuant to the aforesaid act, prior to the time 
when the collection lists shall have been stated, in manner herein before 
prescribed. 

SEC. 9. And be it further enacted, That each of the said collectors 
shall, immediately after receiving his collection list, advertise, by notifi
cations, to be posted up in at least four public places in each collection 
district, that the said tax has become due and payable and the times and 
places at which he will attend to receive the same ; and, in respect to 
persons who shall not attend, according to such notifications, it shall be 
the duty of each collector to apply once at their respective dwellings, 
within such district, and there demand the taxes payable by such per
sons; and if the said taxes shall not be then paid, or within twenty days 
thereafter, it shall be lawful for such collector to proceed to collect the 
said taxes, by distress and sale of the goods, chattels or effects of the 
persons delinquent as aforesaid, with a commission of eight per centum 
upon the said taxes, to and for the use of such collector : Provided, that 
it shall not be lawful to make distress of the tools or implements of a 
trade or profession, beasts of the plough necessary for the cultivation of 
improved lands, arms, or the household utensils, or apparel necessary for 
a family. 

SEc. IO. And be it further enacted, That except, as aforesaid, all 
goods, chattels, and personal effects whatever, being or remaining on 
lands, subject to the said tax; and all grass, or produce of farms, stand
ing and growing thereon, shall and may be taken and sold for the pay
ment of the said tax, under euch regulations as have been or may be 
made for the sale of goods or effects taken and sold by distress: Pro
vided, that nothing herein contained shall invalidate or impair any con
tract or agreement between any landlord, tenant, or other person, relative 
to the payment of taxes. 

SEc. I I. And be it furtlier enacted, That in respect to lands, dwelling
houses and slaves, which shall not be owned by, or in the occupation, 
or under the care or superintendence of some person within the collec
tion district where the same shall be situated or found at the time of 
the assessment aforesaid, the said collectors respectively, upon receiving 
lists of such lands, dwelling-houses, or slaves, in manner aforesaid, shal! 
transmit copies of such lists, certified under their hands respectively, to 
the surveyors of the revenue for the assessment districts respectively 
within which the persons owning, or having the care and superinten
dence of such dwelling-houses, lands, or slaves, may reside, if such per
sons be known, together with a statement of the amount of taxes assessed 
as aforesaid upon such dwelling-houses, lands or slaves, respectively, and 
a notification to pay, or cause to be paid the said taxes to the said col
lectors respectively, within thirty days after such notification shall be 
served as is herein provided; which copies, statements and notifications 
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the surveyors receivin~ the same respe<::tively shall cause to be personally 
served on the aforesaid persons respe_ct1vely, or left at their usual places 
of a_bode ; and shall cause ~n a~dav1t t~ereof, by the persou serving or 
leavm~ the s~me as afore~a1d, with the time of such service or leaving, 
to be 1mmed1ately transmitted to the aforesaid collector: and if such 
persons being notifie~ in manner aforesaid, shall not, within sixty days 
thereafter, pay the said taxes to the collector of the collection district 
where the said lands, dwelling houses, or slaves, shall be situated or 
t~ansmit to him ~ receipt for the said taxes in the manner herP,in pro
vided, then the sa_1d coll~cto~ shall proceed to collect the said tax by dis
tress and sale as i~ herem directed: and if the persons owning or having 
the care and superintendence of any su~h lands, dwelling-houses or slaves, 
shall not be known, then the aforesaid collectors shall cause the said 
copies, statements and _notifications to be published for sixty days in four 
gazettes of the state, 1f there be so many; after which publication if 
the said taxes shall not be paid, the said collectors shall proceed to coiiect 
the same by distress and sale in the manner herein provided. 

SEc. 1_2. Provide<! always, and ~e it further enacted, That if any per
son ownmg, or havrng _the supen_ntend_en~e or care of any dwelling
houses, lands, or slaves, m a collection district other than that in which 
he resides, and being served with such copy, statement and notification 
as is aforesaid, shall, within sixty days thereafter, pay the said taxes to 
the collector of the collection district within which he resides, and trans
mit a receipt therefor to the collector sending the said copy, statement 
and notification, such receipt shall be a discharge to the said last men
tioned collector for the said taxes, and he shall thereupon forbear to 
collect them; and the collector giving such receipt shall become charge
able with the said taxes, and shall account therefor in the final settle
ment of the accounts of his collection. 

SF.c. 13. And be it further enacted, That when any tax assessed on 
lands or houses, shall have remained unpaid for the term of one year, 
the collector of the collection district within which such land or houses 
may be situated, having first advertised the same for two months, in six 
di!Terent public places within the said district, and in two gazettes in the 
state, if there be so many, one of which shall be the gazette in which the 
laws of such state shall be published by authority if any such there be, 
shall proceed to sell at public sale, and under the direction of the in
spector of the survey, either the dwelling house, or so much of the tract 
of land, ( as the case may be) as may be necessary to satisfy the taxes 
due thereon; together with costs and charges, not exceeding at the rate 
of one per centum, for each and every month the said tax shall have 
remained due and unpaid. Provided, that in all caRes, where any lands 
or tenements, shall be sold as aforesaid, the owner of the said lands or 
tenements, his heirs, executors or administrators, shall have liberty to 
redeem the same at any time within two years, from the time of sale, 
upon payment, or tender of payment, to the collector for the time being, 
for the use of the purchaser, his heirs or assignees of the amount of the 
said taxes, costs and charges, with interest for the same, at the rate of 
twelve per cent. per annum; and upon payment or tender of payment as 
aforesaid such sale shall be void. And no deed shall be given in pursuance 
of any such sale, until the time of redemption shall have expired.(a) 

601 

Taxes m,y be 
paid in the dis
trict where the 
possessor re
sides. 

Lands and 
houses may be 
sold for taxes 
remaining un
paid for one 
year. 

But the owner 
may redeem 
within two 
years. 

(a) A collector selling land for taxes, must net in conformity with the law from which his power is 
derived; and the purchaser is bound to inquire whether he hns so acted, It is incumbent on the vende<.• 
to prove the authority to sell. 8tead's Ex•rs v. Course, 4 Cranch, 403; 2 Cond, Rep. 151. 

Under the act of Congress to lay and collect a direct tax, (July 14, 17~8,) before the collector could 
sell the land of an unknown proprietor, for the non-payment of the tax, it was necessary that he should 
advertise the copy of the lists of lands, &c., and the statement of the amount due for the tax; and the 
notification to pay, for sixty days, in fonr gazettes of the state, if there were so many. Parker v. Rule's 
Lessee, 9 Cranch. 64 • 3 Cond. Rep. 271. 

In the ease of a naked power not coupled with an interest, every prerequisite to the exercise of that 
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SEc. 14. And be it further enacted, That the supervisors of the respec
tive districts, shall keep true and exact accounts of all taxes due and 
payable in each collection district, and shall charge the amount thereof 
to the collectors of such districts respectively. And the said collectors 
shall, at the expiration of every month after they shall, respectively, com
mence their collections, in manner aforesaid, render to the supervisor of 
the district, or the inspector of the survey within which the said collec
tions shall, respectively, be made, a full and true account of the collec
tions made by them, respectively, within the month, and pay over to the 
said supervisor or inspector, the monies by them respectively collected 
within the said term. And if any such collector shall fail or neglect to 
account and pay over, as aforesaid, at any of the periods above pre
scribed, such collector shall forfeit and pay three hundred dollars, to be 
recovered to the use of the United States, with costs of suit, in any court 
having competent jurisdiction. And where any monies shall have been 
paid, as aforesaid, to the inspector of a survey, by any collector, the re
ceipt of such inspector shall be allowed to such collector, in the final 
settlement of his accounts with the supervisor of the district. 

SEc. 15. And be it further enacted, That each of the said collectors 
shall complete the collection of all sums assigned to him, for collection, 
as aforesaid, and shall account for, and pay over the same to the super
visor of the district, within one year and one month from and after the 
time when the said tax shall have become due and payable, in manner 
aforesaid ; and if any collector shall fail so to collect, account and pay 
over, it shall be the duty of the supervisor of the district, and he is hereby 
authorized and required to issue a warrant of distress against such de
linquent collector and his sureties, directed to the marshal of the district, 
therein expressing the amount of the taxes imposed on the district of 
such collector, and the sums, if any, which have been paid; and the said 
marshal shall himself, or by his deputy, immediately proceed to levy and 
collect the sum which may remain due, by distress and sale of the goods 
and chattels, or any personal effects of the delinquent collector ; and for 
want of goods, chattels or effects, aforesaid, sufficient to satisfy the said 
warrant, the same may be levied on the person of the collector, who may 
be committed to prison, there to remain, until discharged in due course 
of law. And furthermore, notwithstanding the commitment of the col
lector to prison, as aforesaid, or if he abscond, and goods, chattels and 
effects cannot be found, sufficient to satisfy the said warrant, the said 
marshal, or his deputy, shall and may proceed to levy and collect the 
sum which may remain due, by distress and sale of the goods and chat
tels, or any personal effects, of the surety or sureties of the delinquent 
collector. 

SEC. 16. And be it .furtlter enacted, That the amount of the sums 
committed to any collector, for collection as aforesaid, shall, and the same 
are hereby declared to be a lien upon the lands and real estate of such 
collector, and his sureties, until the same shall be discharged, according 
to law; and for want of goods and chattels, or other personal effects of 
such collector, or his sureties, sufficient to satisfy any warrant of distress 
'issued pursuant to the preceding section of this act, the lands and real 
estate of such collector, and his sureties, or so much thereof as may be 
necessary for satisfying the said warrant, after being advertised for at 
least three weeks, in not less than three public places in the collection 
district, and in one newspaper printed in the county, if any there be, 
prior to the proposed time of sale, may and shall be sold by the marshal 
or his deputy; and for all lands and real estate sold, in pursuance of the 
authority aforesaid, the conveyances of the marshals, or their deputies, 

power should precede it. In the cases of lands sold for the non-payment of taxes, the marshal's deed is 
not prima facie evidence that the prerequisites of the law have been complied with; but the party claim 
ing under it, must show this positively. Williams"· Peyton's Lessee, 4 Wheat. 77; 4 Cond. Rep. 395. 
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ex~cu_ted in due form o~law, shall afford a valid title against all persons 
claiming under the delmquent collectors, or their sureties aforesaid • 
and all monies that may remain of the proceeds of such sal;, after sati; 
fying the said warrant of distress, and paying the reasonable <;osts and 
charges of sale, shall be returned to the proprietor of the lands or real 
estate sold as aforesaid. 

SEc. 17. And be it further enacted, That it flhall be lawful for the 
supervisors of the respective districts, at any time, for good and sufficient 
cause, to dismiss or discharge each or any collector from office and to 
commit the collection of any part of the said tax remaining unc~Jlected, 
to a new collector; and immediately upon such dismission, and after a 
notification thereof, in at least two public places in the collection district, 
by the supervisor, or the surveyor of the revenue for the district, on his 
behalf, the powers of the collector so dismissed, shall cease and termi
nate; and.if any collector, so dismissed, shall wilfully refuse or neglect 
to surrender his collection list, and to render a true account of all monies 
collected, and to pay over the same, according to the directions of the 
supervisor, each and every such collector shall forfeit and pay a sum not 
exceeding four thousand dollars, with'costs of suit, to be recovered to the 
use of the United States, in any court having competent jurisdiction: 
Proi,ided, that nothing herein contained shall be construed to impair 
the responsibility of any collector, or his sureties, arising under the fore
going provisions of this act. 

SEc. 18. And be it furthei- enacted, That each and every collector, 
who shall exercise, or be guilty of any extortion or oppression, under 
colour of this act, or shall demand other or greater sums than shall be 
authorized by law, shall be liable to pay a sum not exceeding-three hun
dred dollars; to be recovered by and for the use of the party injured, 
with costs of suit, in any court having competent jurisdiction; and each 
and every collector shall, if required, give receipts for all sums by them 
collected and retained, in pursuance of this act. 

SEc. 19. And be it further enacted, That for collecting the said tax, 
there shall be allowed and paid, the following sums, and no more, to be 
retained by the several officers herein after mentioned, in the final set
tlement of their accounts, respectively; that is to say :-To each su
pervisor, one half per centum, on the whole amount of the monies by 
him received and accounted for, under and by virtue of this act ;-to 
every inspector, one fourth per centum, on the whole amount of the 
monies to be by him received and accounted for, as aforesaid; and to 
every collector, five per centum, on the whole amount of the monies by 
him to be received and accounted for, as aforesaid: Provided, that no 
collector shall receive the said allowance, for, or in respect to any sum 
for which a warrant of distress shall have been issued by him; and pro
i•idcd also, that no collector who shall refuse or neglect to render, accord
ing to this act, any monthy account of monies by him received, as afore
said, or to pay over the same, as is hereby directed, shall be ~ntitled ~o, 
or receive the said allowance, upon all or any of the momes by him 
collected, within the month for which he shall so refuse or neglect to 
account and pay over, as aforesaid. 

SEc. 20. And be it furtlier enacted, 'I'hat there shall be allowed to 
the surveyors of the revenue, respectively, to be paid by the supervisors, 
respectively, and exhibited in their accounts, as part of the charge of 
the said collection, for preparing collection lists, and computing the 
taxes payable by each individual, at the rate of one dollar for every hun
dred taxables contained in any such list. 

SEc. 21. And be it furtlter enacted, That a separate account shall be 
kept at the treasury or"the United States of all monies to be collected 
and received by virtue of this act; distinguishing the several_ a!nounts 
received from dwelling-houses, from slaveR, and from lands, w1thm each 

603 

Collectors m:ty 
be dismissed by 
1:he supervisors. 

Penalty on col
lectors guilty of 
extortion, &c. 

They shall 
give receipts. 

Compensation 
for collection, 

Separate ac
countH to be 
kept at the trea
sury of monies 
received hy vir
tue of this act. 



604 

STATUTE II. 

July 16, 1798. 

[Repealed.] 
Augmentation 

of the regiments 
of infantry. 

1799, ch. 31. 
1802, ch. 9. 

Surgeon's 
mates. 

Additional 
twelve regi
ments of infant
ry and six 
troops of light 
dragoons to be 
raised. 

Regiment of 
dragoons to be 
formed. 

General and 
staff officers. 

Their pay and 
subsistence. 

Soldiers to he 
able bodied, &c. 

Bounty. 

FIFTH CONGRESS. SESS. II. CH. 76. 1798. 

state, and also distinguishing the llmount received in each state from 
each separate description of dwelling-houses, paying the same rate per 
centum. 

APPROVED, July 14, 1798. 

CHAP. LXXVI.-.Bn .B.ct to augment the .81'11i1J if the United Statea, and for other 
pu,rposea. 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That from and 
after the passing of this act, each regiment of infantry in the army of 
the United States shall consist of one lieutenant-colonel commandant, 
two majors, one adjutant, one paymaster, one quartermaster, one sur
geon, two surgeon's mates, ten captains, ten lieutenants, ten ensigns, one 
sergeant-major, one quartermaster sergeant, two senior musicians, forty 
sergeants, forty corporals, twenty musicians, and six hundred privates; 
and that the several regiments of infantry now in the service of the United 
States, be augmented accordingly: Provided always, that the President 
of the United States may, in his discretion, appoint and distribute such 
additional number of surgeon's mates, and for such length of time, as 
the exigencies of the service may require. 

SEc. ~- And be it further cnacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he hereby is authorized to raise, in addition to the pre
sent military establishment, twelve regiments of infantry, and six troops 
of light dragoons, to be enlisted for and during the continuance of the 
existing differences between the United States and the French Republic, 
unless sooner discharged; and the said six troops, together with the two 
troops of dragoons now in service, shall be formed into a regiment, and 
there shall be appointed thereto one lieutenant-colonel commandant, two 
majors, one adjutant, one paymaster, one quartermaster, one sergeant
major, and one quartermaster-sergeant, whose pay and emoluments, as 
well as those of the cornets respectively, shall be the same as are by law 
allowed to officers of the same grades in the infantry. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That there shall be two major
generals, with two aids-de-camp each; one inspector-general, with the 
rank, pay and emoluments of a major-general, and two aids-de-camp; 
three brigadier-generals, in addition to the present establishment; two 
assistant inspectors ( who shall be taken from the line of the army;) one 
adjutant-general, with one or more assistant or assistants (to be taken 
from the line of the army), and four chaplains. 

SEC, 4. And be it further enacted, That the major-generals respect
ively shall be entitled to one hundred and sixty-six dollars monthly pay, 
with twenty dollars allowance for forage monthly, and for daily subsist
ence fifteen rations, or money in lieu thereof at the contract price; the 
adjutant-general shall be entitled to the rank, pay and emoluments of a 
brigadier-general ; each chaplain to the pay and emoluments of a major; 
the aids-de-camp and assi:;;tant inspectors shall each be entitled to 
twenty-four dollars monthly, in addition to their pay in the line, and to 
four rations of provisions each for their daily subsistence; and whenever 
forage shall not be furnished by the public, to ten dollars per month in 
lieu thereof. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That each ·non-commissioned 
officer, private and musician, who shall hereafter be enlisted for the 
army of the United States, shall be able bodied, and of a size and age, 
suitable for the public service, according to the directions, which the 
President of the United States shall and may establish, and shall he 
entitled to a bounty of twelve dollars; but the payment of four dollars 
thereof shall be deferred until he shall have joined the army: and each 
commissioned officer who shall be employed in the recruiting service, shalJ 
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be entitled to receive for each such non-commissioned officer and private 
and for each sufficient musician, duly enlisted and mustered, the suU: 
of two dollars. 

SEC, 6. And be it further enacted, That the monthly pay of the non
commissioned officers, musicians and privates in the army of the United 
States, from and after the first day of August next, shall be as follows: 
cadets, ten dollars, and two rations per day ; sergeant-majors, and 
quartermaster-sergeants, ten dollars; senior musicians, eight dollars; 
sergeants, eight dollars; corporals, seven dollars; musicians, six dollars; 
privates, five dollars; artificers to the infantry and artillery, and farriers 
and saddlers to the dragoons, shall be allowed each the monthly pay of 
ten dollars. That every non-commissioned officer, private and musician 
shall receive daily the following rations of provisions, to wit: one pound 
and a quarter of beef, or three quarters of a pound of pork, eighteen 
ounces of bread or flour, a gill of rum, brandy or whiskey, and at the 
rate of two quarts of salt, four quarts of vinegar, four pounds of soap, 
and one pound and a half of candles to every hundred rations. 

SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he hereby is authorized to appoint a number, not exceed
ing four, teachers of the arts and sciences necessary for the instruction 
of the artillerists and engineers, who shall be entitled to the monthly 
pay of fifty dollars, and two rations per day. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That the officers, non-commissioned 
officers, musicians and privates raised by virtue of this act, shall take and 
subscribe the oath or affirmation prescribed by the law, intituled "An act 
to ascertain and fix the military establishment of the United States," and 
they shall be governed by the rules and articles of war, which have been 
or may be established by law, and shall be entitled to the legal emolu
ments in case of wounds or disabilities received while in actual service, 
and in the line of duty. And in recess of Senate, the President of the 
United States is hereby authorized to appoint all the regimental officers 
proper to be appointed under this act, and likewise to make appoint
ments to fill any vacancies in the army, which may have happened 
during the present session of the Senate. 

SEC, 9. And be it further enacted, That there shall be appointed an 
inspector of the artillery, taken from the line of artillerists and engineers, 
who shall be allowed thirty dollars per month in addition to his pay in 
the line, and four rations of provisions for his daily subsistence, and 
whenever forage shall not be furnished by the public he shall be allowed 
ten dollars per month instead thereof. 

APPROVED, July 16, 1798. 

CHAP, LXXVIl.-.811.dct for the reliif of sick and diial,led Seamen,(a) 

SECTION l. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That from and 
after the first day of September next, the master or owner of every ship 
or vessel of the United States, aniving from a foreign port into any 
port of the United States, shall, before such ship or vessel shall be 
admitted to an entry. render to the collector a true account of the 
number of seamen, that shall have been employed on board such vessel 
since she was last entered at any port in the United States,-and shall 
pay to the said collector, at the rate of twenty cents per month for every 
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seaman so employed; which sum he is hereby authorized to retain out 
of the wages of such seamen. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and after the first day 
of September next, no collector shall grant to any ship or vessel whose 
enrolment or license for carrying on the coasting trade has expired, a 
new enrolment or license before the master of such ship or vessel shall 
first render a true account to the collector, of the number of seamen, 
and the time they have severally been employed on board such ship or 
vessel, during the continuance of the license which has so _expired, and 
pay to such collector twenty cents per month for every month such 
seamen have been severally employed, as aforesaid; which sum the said 
master is hereby authorized to retain out of the wages of such seamen. 
And if any such master shall render a false account of the number of 
men, and the length of time they have severally been employed, as is 
herein required, he shall forfeit and pay one hundred dollars. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
several collectors to make a quarterly return of the sums collected by 
them, respectively, by virtue of this act, to the Secretary of the Treasury; 
and the President of the United States is hereby authorized, out of the 
same, to provide for the temporary relief and maintenance of sick or 
disabled seamen, in the hospitals or other proper institutions now estab
lished in the several ports of the United States, or, in ports where no 
such institutions exist, then in such other manner as he shall direct: 
Provided, that the monies collected in any one district, shall be expended 
within the same. 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlter enacted, That if any surplus shall remain 
of the monies to be collected by virtue of this act, after defraying the 
expense of such temporary relief,and support, that the same, together 
with such private donations as may be made for that purpose (which the 
President is hereby authorized to receive) shall be invested in the stock 
of the United States, under the direction of the President; and when, 
in his opinion, a sufficient fund shall be accumulated, he is hereby 
authorized to purchase or receive cessions or donations of ground or 
buildings, in the name of the United States, and to cause buildings, 
when necessary, to be erected as hospitals for the accommodation of 
sick and disabled seamen. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby authorized to nominate and appoint, in 
such ports of the United States, as he may think proper, one or more 
persons, to be called directors of the marine hospital of the United 
States, whose duty it shall be to direct the expenditure of the fund 
assigned for their respective ports, according to the third section of this 
act; to provide for the accommodation of sick and disabled seamen, 
under such general instructions as shall be given by the President of 
the United States, for that purpose, and also subject to the like general 
instructions, to direct and govern such hospitals as the President may 
direct to be built in the respective ports: and that the said directors 
shall hold their offices during the pleasure of the President, who is 
autho1·ized to fill up all vacancies that may be occasioned by the death 
or removal of any of the persons so to be appointed. And the said 
directors shall render an account of the monies received and expended 
by them, once in every quarter of a year, to the Secretary of the Trea
sury, or such other person as the President shall direct; but no other 
allowance or compensation shall be made to the said directors, except 
the payment of such expenses as they may incur in the actual discharge 
of the duties required by this act. 

APPROVED, July 16, 1798. 

--·-
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CHAP, LXXVITI.-.8n Jlct for erecting a Lighthouse at Gay-head, on Martha's 
Vineya-rd ; and f vr other purposes, 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That as soon 
as the jurisdiction of such land at Gay-head, on the western part of Mar
tha's Vineyard, in the state of Massachusetts, as the Pres\dent of the 
United States shall deem sufficient, and most proper for the accommo
dation of a lighthouse, shall have been ceded to the United States, 'it 
shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to provide by contract, 
which shall be approved by the President, for building a lighthouse 
thereon, and for furnishin~ the same with all necessary supplies; and 
also, to agree for the salaries and wages of the person or persons who 
may be appointed by the President, for the superintendence of the 
same: And the President is hereby authorized to make the said appoint
ments. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That as soon as such land at the 
New Inlet of Cape Fear river, in the state of North Carolina, as the 
President of the United States shall deem sufficient and most proper 
whereon to erect a lighted beacon, shall have been ceded to the United 
States, together with the jurisdiction thereof, it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to provide by contract, for erecting a lighted 
beacon thereon; and also for placing a buoy in the inlet aforesaid, and 
for furnishing the same with all necessary supplies. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That for the purposes aforesaid, 
and also for the payment of such sum as shall be found due to the com
missioners of pilotage of the port of Savannah, in the state of Georgia, 
for erecting a beacon, and placing sundry buoys at the entrance of the 
said port, on a settlement of their accounts at the treasury, there be ap
propriated out of any monies in the treasury, not otherwise particularly 
appropriated, the sum of five thousand sev~ hundred and fifty dollars: 
Provided always, that no payment shall be made for erecting the said 
beacon, until the land whereon the same has been erected, together with 
the jurisdiction thereof, shall have been ceded to the United States, 
agreeable to law, and in like manner as has been done in other cases. 

APPROVED, July 16, 1798. 

CHAP, LXXlX.-An Jlct lo enable the President of the llnited States to borrow 
money fur the public service. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and ]louse of Representatives of tlie 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of 
the United States shall be, and hereby is authorized to borrow, on be
half of the United States, from the Bank of the United States, which is 
hereby authorized to lend the same, or from any other body or bodies 
politic or corporate, or from any person or persons and upon such termti 
and conditions as he shall judge most advantageous for the United States, 
a sum not exceeding five millions of dollars, in addition to the monies to 
be received into the treasury of the United States, from taxes, for mak
ing up any deficiency in any appropriation heretofore made by ~aw, or 
to be made during the present session of Congress; and defraymg the 
expenses which may be incurred, by calling into actual service, any part 
of the militia of the United States, or by raising, equipping and calling 
into actual service any regular troops, or volunteers, pursuant to authori
ties vested or to be vested in the President of the United States, by law: 
Provided, that no engagement nor contract shall be entered into, which 
shall preclude the United States from reimbursing any sum or sums bor
rowed at any time aft.er the expiration of fifteen years from the date of 
such loan. 
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SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, 'l'hat so much as may be neces
sary of the surplus of the duties on imports and tonnage, beyond the 
permanent appropriations heretofore charged upon them by law, shall be 
and hereby is pledged and appropriated for paying the interest of all 
such monies as may be borrowed, pursuant to this act, according to the 
terms and conditions on which the loan or loans, respectively, may be 
effected ; and also for paying and discharging the principal sum or sums 
of any such loan or loans, according to the terms and conditions to be 
fixed, as aforesaid. And the faith of the United States shall be and 
hereby is pledged, to establish sufficient permanent revenues for making 
up any deficiency that may hereafter appear in the provisions for paying 
the said interest and principal sums, or any of them, in manner afore
said. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That the sums to be borrowed, 
pursuant to this act, shall be paid into the treasury of the United States, 
and there separately accounted for; and that the same shall be, and 
hereby are appropriated in manner following: First, to make up any 
deficiency in any appropriation heretofore made by law, or to be made, 
during the present session of Congress; and, secondly, to defray the 
expenses which may be incurred before the end of the next session of 
Congress, by calling into actual service, any part of the militia of the 
United States, or by raising, equipping and calling into actual service, 
any regular troops, or volunteers, pursuant to authorities vested or to be 
vested in the President of the United States, by law. 

APPROVED, July 16, 1798. 

CHAP. LXXX.-.11n .11ct to suspend,for a further lime, the duties upon the manu
f acture ef Snuff within the United Sta 1es, and the drawbacks upQ'fl the exp()T'ta
tion tl,ereef. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That all such parts of any 
Jaw or laws heretofore passed, as impose duties upon mills and imple
ments employed in the manufacture of snuff, or allow drawbacks upon 
the exportation of snuff manufactured within the United States, shall be, 
and the same hereby are suspended until the end of the first session of 
the sixth Congress of the United States. 

APPROVED, July 16, 1798. 

CHAP. LXXXI.-Jln .!Jct f()T' allowing an additional cMnpensation to the door
keepers and assiRtant doorkerpers ef the Senate and House rf Representatives, 

for their services during the present session rf Congress. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives <if the 
United States <if America in Congress assembled, That there be allowed 
to James Mathers, doorkeeper of the Senate, and to Thomas Claxton, 
doorkeeper of the House of Representatives, each, two hundred and 
fifty dollars; and to Cornelius Maxwell, assistant doorkeeper of the Sen
ate, and to Thomas Dunn, the assistant doorkeeper of the House of 
Representatives, each, two hundred and twenty-five dollars, as an addi
tional compensation for their services during the present session of 
Congress. 

APPROVED, July 16, 1798. 

CHAP. I.XXXII.-.On act to make a further approprlation for the additional 
Naval Armament. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted b_y tltl', Senate and House of Representati?Jcs 
of the United States nf America in Congress assembled, That the sum 
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of six hundred t~ousand dollars s?all be, and hereby is appropriated, to 
enable the President of the Umted States to cause to be built, and 
equipped, three ships or vessels, to be of a force not less than thirty-two 
guns each, and of the dimensions and model which he shall deem most 
advantageous for the public service, as part of the additional naval arma
ment authorized by law. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the timber and other mate
rials belonging to the United States proper for building and equipping 
the ships or vessels aforesaid, remaining in their several dock-yards, and 
elsewhere, may be employed under the direction of the President of the 
United States, in effecting the purposes of this act; or may be other
wise disposed of, as he shall think best. And the sum hereby appro
priated, shall be paid out of any unappropriated money in the treasury. 

APPROVED, July 16, 1798. 

CHAP, LXXXIll.-.8n Act in further addition to the act, intituleJ "An act to 
establish the Judicial Courts ef the United States," 

Be it enacted by the Senate and I-louse of Representatives '!f the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the judges of 
the supreme court, and of the several district courts of the United 
States, and all judges and justices of the courts of the several states, 
having authority by the laws of the United States to take cognizance of 
offences against the constitution and laws thereof, shall respectively have 
the like power and authority to hold to security of the peace, and for 
good behaviour, in cases arising under the constitution and laws of the 
United States, as may or can be lawfnlly exercised by any juJg\'l or jus
tice of the peace of the respective states, in cases cognizable before 
them. 

APPROVED, July 16, 1798. 

CHAP. LXXXIV.-.8n .B.ct making certain appropriations; and to authorize the 
President to obtain a Loan on the credit if the direct tax. 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assnnbled, That there shall be, 
and there hereby are appropriated the following sums, that is to say:
Towards defraying the bounties, pay and other expenditures which shall 
and may accrue, in the augmentation of the army of the United States, 
pursuant to the act, intituled, "An act to augment the army of the 
United States; and for other purposes," the sum of nine hundred thou
sand dollars; and in addition to the sums heretofore appropriated for 
such fortifications as the President of the United States shall cause to be 
erected or completed, the further sum of seventy-five thousand dollars; 
and for the further expenses of the commissioners appointed pursuant to 
the treaty between the United States and Spain, and for the extraordi
nary expenses of marking and running certain boundary lines required 
by the eame treaty, in addition to the former appropriations, the sum of 
twenty-five thousand dollars, to be paid from any monies which shall be 
in the treasury of the United States, not already appropriated. 

SEC. 2. And be it furtlier enacted, That the President of the United 
States shall be, and he is hereby authorized to borrow of the Bank of 
the United States, who are hereby enabled to lend the same, or of any 
other corporation, persons or person, the sum of two millions of dollars, 
upon the credit, and in anticipation of the direct tax, laid and to be col
lected within the United States; which tax shall be, and is hereby 
pledged for the repayment of any loan which shall be obtained_ thereon, 
as aforesaid; and the faith of the United States shall be, and 1s hereby 
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pledged to make good any dPficiency: Pr1JVided, that the interest to be 
allowed for such loan, shall not exceed six per centum per annum; and 
that the principal shall be reimbursed at the pleasure of the United 
States, 

APPROVED, July 16, 1798. 

CHAP, LXXXV.-.On .qct to alter and amend the several acts forthe establishment 
and regulation rf the Treasury, War and Navy Departments. 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That there 
shall be in the department of the navy, an officer to be denominated 
accountant of the navy, who shall be charged with the settlement of all 
accounts for monies advanced and stores issued or distributed by or 
under the direction of the Secretary of the Navy, and who shall report 
from time to time, all such settlements as shall have been made by him 
for money advanced or issued, for the inspection and revision of the 
accounting officers of the treasury. And the compensation of the said 
accountant shall be a yearly salary of one thousand six hundred dollars. 
And all letters and packages to and from said accountant by mail, shall 
be free of postage. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the treasurer of the United 
States shall disburse all such money as shall have been previously or
dered for the use of the department of the navy, by warrants from the 
treasury, which disbursements shall be made pursuant to warrants from 
the Secretary of the Navy, countersigned by the accountant. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That all purchases and contracts 
for supplies or services for the military and naval service of the United 
States, shall be made by or under the direction of the chief officers of 
the departments of war and the navy respectively, and all agents or con
tractors for supplies or services as aforesaid, shall render their accounts 
for settlement to the accountant of the proper department for which 
such supplies or services are required, subject nevertheless to the inspec
tion and revision of the officers of the treasury in manner before pre
scribed. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
purveyor of public supplies, to execute all such orders as he may, 
from time to time, receive from the Secretary of War or Secretary of 
tl1e Navy, relative to the procuring and providing of all kinds of stores 
and supplies; and shall render his accounts relative thereto to the ac
countants of the proper departments, which accounts shall be subject to 
the inspection and revision of the officers of the treasury as aforesaid. 

SEc. 5. And be it furtlier enacted, That the provisions of the act 
passed on the eighth day of May, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-two, intituled "An act making alterations in the Treasury and 
War departments," and the act passed on the twenty-third day of Feb
ruary, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five, intituled "An act to 
establish the office of Purveyor of public supplies," so far as the same 
are repugnant to the provisions of this act, be and the same are hereby 
repealed. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That all contracts to be made, by 
virtue of this act, or of any law of the United States, and requiring the 
advance of money, or to be in any manner connected with the settle
ment of public accounts, shall be deposited in the office of the Comp
troller of the Treasury of the United States, within ninety days after 
their dates, respectively. 

APPROVED, July 16, 1798. 
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CHAP, LXXXVl.-..in ..ict making certain additional apprapriations for the 
year one thousand seven !tundred and ninety-eight. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That for the com
pensation of clerks to the Commissioners of loans, and an allowance 
to certain loan officers, in lieu of clerk hire, and to defray the author
ized expenses of the several loan offices, for and during the year one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight, there shall be, and hereby is 
appropriated, the sum of thirteen thousand dollars. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That for the expenses incident to 
the Navy department for and during the present year, including the 
compensation of the Secretary of the Navy, his clerks and persons em
ployed in his office, with the contingent expenses of the department, 
there shall be, and hereby is appropriated, the sum of six thousand two 
hundred and fourteen dollars and seventy-two cents. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That for the expenses incident to 
the office of the Accountant of the Navy department, for and during the 
present year, including the compensation of the accountant, his clerks 
and persons employed in his office, with all contingent expenses thereof, 
there shall be, and hereby is appropriated, the sum of two thousand and 
forty-five dollars and nine cents. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That for the additional expenses 
incident to the present session of Congress, for printing, stationery and 
other contingencies, there shall be, and hereby are appropriated, the fol
lowing sums, viz.: For the Senate, one thousand dollars; for the House 
of Representatives, four thousand dollars. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That for repaying to the Bank of 
the United States a sum advanced upon bills drawn by the treasury of 
the United States, in favour of the cashier of the said bank, upon the 
supervisor of the district of New Hampshire, and protested, there shall 
be, and hereby is appropriated, the sum of five thousand five hundred 
and six dollars. 

SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That the aforesaid appropriations 
shall be paid out of the sum of six hundred thousand dollars, reserved 
by the act "making provision for the debts of the United States." 

APPROVED, July 16, 1798. 

CHAP, LXXXVITI.-.8n .act to amend t!te act entitled "Jfo act to wspcnd tl,e 
Commercial Intercourse between t!te United States and Prance, and tile dependcn
ci'es tltererf." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Jiouse ~f Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the provision for giving 
bond and finding sufficient surety or sureties, for vessels hound_ on 
foreign voyages, as required in the second section of the act, entitled 
"An act to suspend the commercial intercourse between the United 
States and France, and the dependencies thereof," shall extend no fur
ther, than to obligations to the amount of the value of th? vessels respec
tively, and to a sum in addition thereto equal to one third o~ the value 
of the cargo. Provided, that in no case the surety or sureties shall be 
answerable for more than ten thousand dollars, any thing in the act 
above mentioned to the contrary notwithstanding. 

APPROVED, July 16, 1798. 
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STATUTE II. 

July 16, 1798. 

June 22, 1798. 

'fhe Secretary 
of State to 
cause the papers 
relative to the 
late mission to 
France, to be 
printed and dis
tributed. 

FIFTH CONGRESS. SESS. II. CH. 89. RESOLUTION. 1798. 

CHAP. LXXXIX.-.On .Oct alwwing an additional compemation to the Secretary 
ef the Senate, and Clerk ef the Howe ef Representatives, and to their Clerks 

for tl,,eir services, during the present session ef Congress. ' 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That there be allowed to the 
secretary of the Senate, and to the clerk of the House of Representa
tives, each, two hundred dollars; and to the principal and the engrossing 
clerks in the office of the secretary of the Senate, and of the clerk of 
the House of Representatives, the sum of one hundred dollars, each, as 
an additional compensation for their services, during the present session 
of Congress. 

APPROVED, July 16, 1798. 

RESOLVED by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of State 
be, and he hereby is authorized and directed to cause to be printed a 
number of copies, not exceeding ten thousand, of the instructions to the 
envoys extraordinary and ministers plenipotentiary of the United States, 
to the French Republic, and of all the despatches hitherto received from 
them, and which have been communicated by the President of the 
United States to both Houses of Congress, and to cause the same to be 
distributed, gratis, throughout the United States, and particularly, in 
such parts thereof, wherein the dissemination of information, through 
the medium of newspapers, is the most obstructed. 

APPROVED, June 22, 1798. 
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