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ACTS OF THE FOU.RTH CONGRESS 
OF THE 

UNITED STATES, 

Passed at the second session, which was begun and held at the City <if 
Philadelphia, in the state of Pennsylvania, on Monday, tlie fifth 
day of December, 1796, and ended on the third of March, 1797. 

GEORGE WASHINGTON, President; JoHN ADAMS, Vice President of the 
United States, and President of the Senate; WILLIAM BINGHAM, 
President of the Senate pro tempore, from March 2d, 1797; JoNA· 
THAN DAYTON, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

STATUTE II. 

CHA.PTER 1.-.Bn .!let to amend the act intituled "An act fQ'l' the mQ'l'e general pro
mulgation <f the Laws rf tlte United States." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary 
for the department of State shalI cause to be included in the edition of 
the laws of the United States, directed to be printed by the said act, the 
laws of the United States which may be passed during the present ses
sion of Congress : Provided, the same can be done at an expense which 
he shall judge reasonable. 

APPROVED, December 21, 1796. 

CHAP, 11.-.0n .9ct giving effect to the Laws of the United States, within the State 
rf Tennessee. 

SECTION I. Be it enacietl by tlte Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United Sta,tes of America in Congress assembled, That all the 
laws of the United States, which are not locally inapplicable, ought to 
have, and shall have, the same force and effect within the state of Ten
nessee, as elsewhere within the United States. 

And to the end, that the act, intituled "An act to establish the judi
cial courts of the United States," may be duly administered within the 
state of Tennessee, 

SEc. 2. Be it enacted, That the said state shall be one district, to be 
denominated Tennessee district, and there shall be a district court 
therein, to consist of one judge, who shall reside in the said district, and 
be called a district judge, and annually hold four sessions; the first to 
commence on the first Monday in April next, and the three other ses
sions progressively, on the like Mondays of every three calendar months 
afterwards. The said district courts shall be held alternately at Knox
vil]e and Nashville, beginning at Nash ville. And the said judge shall, 
in all things, have and exercise the same jurisdiction and powers, which 
by law are given to the judge of the district of Kentucky. 

SRc. 3. And be it enacted, That there shall be allowed to the judge 
of the said district court, the yearly compensation of eight hundred dol
lars, to commence from the date of his appointment, to be paid quarterly 
at the treasury of the United Stntes. 

And to the end, thnt the laws prodding for the collection of the duties 
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imposed by law on goods, wares and merchandise imported into the 
United Stat.es, and ~n the tonnage of ships and vessels, may be carried 
into effect, m the said state of Tennessee. 

SEc. 4. Be it furtlicr enacted, That for the due collection of the said 
duties. the said state of Tennessee shall be one district and a collector 
shall be appointed to reside at Palmyra, which shall be'the only port of 
entry ?r delivery within the said district, of any goods, wares or mer
chandise, not the growth or manufacture of the United States· and the 
said collector shall have, and exercise all the powers, which ~ny other 
collector hath, or may legally exercise, for collecting the duties afore
said; and in addition to the fees by law provided, shall be paid the 
yearly compensation of one hundred dollars. 

APPllOVED, January 31, 1797. 

CHAP. lll.-.8n .11.ct to augment the Compensation rrJ the .IJ.tfurney General cf the 
United States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of thP, 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the compensa
tion allowed by Jaw to the Attorney General of the United States, shall 
be, and the same is hereby augmented, by an addition of the sum of 
five hundred dollars per annum, to commence on the first day of Janu
ary, in the present year, and payable quarter-yearly, at the public trea
sury. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1797. 

CHAP. V.-.8n .IJ.ct lo continue in force for a limited time, the act, in addition In 
the act,fur the puni~l,ment of certain crimes agai1113/ the United Siate,9. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rrprrscntatfoes of t!te 
United States of Amerfra in Congress assembled, That the act, inti
tuled "An act, in addition to the act, for the puniBhment of certain 
crimes against the United States," shall continue and be in force, for 
and during the term of two years, and from thence to the end of the next 
session of Congress, and no longer. 

APPROVED, March 2, l797. 

CHAP. VI.-.8n .Oct makin[! provision for the further accommodation rrJ t!te h1JUSe
hold cf the Pre8ident of Lite United State.~. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Jiouse of Representatives of ~lie United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That after the third day of 
March next, the President of the United States be, and he hereby is 
authorized and empowered, to cause to be sold, such articles furnished 
by the United States, for the President's household, as may be decayed, 
out 'of repair, or unfit for use, and that the proceeds of such sale, and so 
much of a sum not exceeding fourteen thousand dollars in addition 
thereto, out of the proceeds of the duties on imports and tonnage which 
may accrue during the present year, as the President of the United 
States may judge necessary, be, and hereby _are appropriat_ed for the 
accommodation of the household of the President, to be laid out and 
expended for such articles of furniture as he shall direct. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1797. 
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