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ACTS OF THE FIRST CONGRESS 

UNITED STATES, 

Passed at the third session, which was begun and held at the Oity of 
Philadelphia, in the State of Pennsylvania, on Monday, the sixth day 
of December, 1790, and ended on the third day of March, 1791. 

GEORGE WASHINGTON, President, J oHN ADAMS, Vice President of the 
United States, and President of the Senate, FREDERICK AUGUSTUS 
MuHLENBERG, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

STATUTE III. 

CHAPTER 1.-.0n .!Jct supplementary ta the act intitled "./J.n act making furtl,er 
provia(m /or the payment qf the debts qf the United State8," 

WHEREAS no express provision has been made for extending the act, 
intitled ''An act to provide more effectually fur the collection of the 
duties imposed by law on goods, wares and merchandise imported into 
the United States, and on the tonnage of ships or vessels," to the col
lection of the duties imposed by the said "Act making further provision 
for the payment of the debts of the_ United States," doubts concerning the 
same may arise:( a )-Therefore, Be it enacted by the Senate and House 
of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assem
bled, That the act, intitled "An act to provide more effectually for 
the collection of the duties imposed by law on goods, wares and mer• 
chandise imported into the United States, and on the tonnage of ships 
or vessels," doth and shall extend to, and he in force for the collection 
of the duties specified and laid in and by the act, intitled "An act 
making further provision for the payment of the debts of the United 
States," as fully and effectually, as if every regulation, restriction, 
penalty, provision, clause, matter and thing therein contained, had been 
inserted in and re-enacted by the act last aforesaid. 

APPROVED, December 27, 1790. 

CHAP, 11.-.!Jn .11ct to rrrovide for the unlading of ships or vessels, in cases of 
• obstruction b,1/ lee, 

WHEREAS it sometimes happens, that ships or vessels are obstructed 
by ice in their passage to the ports of their destination, and it is neces
sary that provision should be made for unlading such ships or vessels : 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That in 
all cases where a ship or vessel shall be prevented by ice from getting 
to the port at which her cargo is intended to be delivered, it shall be 
lawful for the collector of the district, in which such ship or vessel may 
be so obstructed, to receive the report and entry of any such ship or vessel, 
and with the consent of the naval officer (where there is one) to grant a 
permit or permits for unlading or landing the goods, wares or merchan
dise imported in such ship or vessel at any place within his district, 
which shall appear to him to he most convenient and proper. 

(a) Act of August 4, 1790, chap. 35; act of August 10, 1790, chap. 39; act of August 12, 1790, chap, 
47; act of May 8, 1792, chap. 38; act of May 30, 1794, chap.36 ;act of January .28, 1795, chap. 13; 
act of Februa1-y 19, 1796, chap. 2; act of March 3, 1797, chap. 14. 
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SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the report and entry of such 
ship or vessel, and of her cargo, or any part thereof, and all persons 
~oncerned _th~rein, shall ~e under an~ ~ubject ~o the same rules, regula
tions, restrictions, penalties and prov1s1ons, as 1f the said ship or vessel 
had arrived at the port of her destination, and had there proceeded to 
the delivery of her cargo. 

APPROVED, January 7, 1791. 
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Under the usual 
regulations 1n 
other countries. 

STATUTE III. 

CHAP, III.-.On .Ile~ to continue an act intituled ".!ln act declaring the assent qf Jan. IO, 1791. 
Congress to certain acts ef the States ef Maryland, Georgia, and Rhode Island 
and Provideme Plantations," so far as the 81Jme reBpects the States of Georgia [Expired.] 
and Rlwde Island and Providence Plantations. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the act passed 
the last session of Congress, intituled "An act declaring the assent of 
Congress to certain acts of the states of Maryland, Georgia, and Rhode 
Island and Providence Plantations," shall be continued, and is hereby 1792, ch. 10. 
declared to be in full force, so far as the same respects the states of 
Georgia, and Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, for the farther 1790, ch. 43. 
term of one year, and from thence to the end of th~ then next session 
of Congress, and no longer. 

APPROVED, January IO, 1791. 

CHAP, IV.--.Rn .Oct declaring the consent ef Congress, that a new State be formed 
within the jurisdiction ef the Commonwealth ef Virginia, and admitted into 
this Union, by the name ef the State rf Kentmky. 

WHEREAS the legislature of the commonwealth of Virginia, by an 
act entitled "An act concerning the erection of the district of Ken
tucky into an independent state," passed the eighteenth day of Decem
ber, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine, have consented, that 
the district of Kentucky, within the jurisdiction of the said common
wealth, and according to its actual boundaries at the time of passing the 
act aforesaid, shouTd be formed into a new state : And whereas a con
vention of delegates, chosen by the people of the said district of Ken
tucky, have petitioned Congress to consent, that, on the first day of 
June, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two, the said district 
should be formed into a new state, and received into the Union, by the 
name of" The State of Kentucky:" 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa
tives cif tlie United States cif America in Congress assembled, and it is 
hereby enacted and declared, That the Congress doth consent, that the 
said district of Kentucky, within the jurisdiction of the commonwealth 
of Virginia, and according to its actual boundaries, on the eighteenth 
day of December, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine, shall, 
upon the first day of June, one thousand seven hundred and ninety~two, 
be formed into a new State, separate from and independent of, the said 
commonwealth of Virginia. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted and declared, That upon the afore
said first day of_ June, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two, the 
said new State, by the name and style of the State of Kentucky, shall 
be received and admitted into this Union, as a new and entire member 
of the United States of America. 

APPROVED, February 4, 1791. 

STATUTE III. 

Feb. 4, 1791. 
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STATUTE Ill. 
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UHAP, V.-.9.n JI.ct declaring the coment qf Congreu to a certain act rf the state 
rf Maryland. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlie 
United States of Am.erica in Congress assembled, That the consent of 
Congress be, and is hereby granted and declared to the operation of an 
act of the General Assembly of Maryland, made and passed at a session 
begun and held at the city of Annapolis, on the first Monday in No
vember last, intituled " An act to empower the wardens of the port 
of Baltimore to levy and collect the duty therein mentioned," until the 
tenth day of January next, and from thence until the end of the then 
next session of Congress, and no longer. 

APPROVED, February 9, 1791. 

CHAI', VI.-.On .Jlcl malting appropriatiMl8 for the wpport rf GOt/ernmenl 
during the year one thuusand seven hundred and nimly•1n1t, and for other 
purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That there be ap
propriated the several sums, and for the several purposes following, 
to wit: A sum not exceeding two hundred and ninety-nine thousand 
two hundred and seventy-six dollars and fifty-three cents, for defraying the 
expenses of the civil list, as estimated by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
in the statement, number one, accompanying his report to the House 
of Representatives of the sixth instant, including the contingencies of 
the several executive officers, and of the two Houses of Congress, which 
are hereby authorized and granted : a sum not exceeding fifty thousaud 
seven hundred and fifty-six dollars and fifty-three cents, for satisfying 
the several objects specified in the i,tatement, number two, accompanying 
the report aforesaid, all such whereof, as may not have been heretofore 
provided for by law, being hereby authorized: and a sum not exceed
ing three hundred and ninety thousand one hundred and ninety-nine 
dollars and fifty-four cents, for the use of the department of war, pur
suant to the statement, number three, accompanying the report aforesaid, 
including therein the sum of one hundred thousand dollars, for defraying 
the expenses of an expedition lately carried on against certain Indian 
tribes; and the sum of eighty-seven thousand four hundred and sixty
three dollars and sixty cents, being the amount of one year's pensions 
to invalids, together with the contingencies of the said department, 
which are hereby authorized: Which several sums shall be paid out of 
the funds following, namely, The sum of six hundred thousand dollars, 
which, by the act, intituled " An act making provision for the debt of 
the United States," is reserved yearly for the support of the government 
of the United States, and their common defence; the amount of such 
surpluses as may remain in the treasury, after satisfying the purposes for 
which appropriations were made, by the acts respectively, intituled "An 
act making appropriations for the service of the present year," passed 
the twenty-ninth day of September, one thousand seven hundred and 
eighty-nine ; " An act making appropriations for the support of govern• 
ment for the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety," passed the 
twenty-sixth day of March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety; 
"An act making certain appropriations therein mentioned," passed the 
twelfth day of August, one thousand seven hundred and ninety, and the 
product, during the present year, of such duties as shall be laid in the 
present session of Congr~ss. 

APPROVED, February 11, 1791. 
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CHAP. VII.-.Bn .Bet for the admission o/ the State o/ Vermmt into tlti3 
Uni011. 

THE state of Vermont having petitioned the Congress to be admitted 
a member of the United States, Be it enacted by the Senate and House 
of Representatives of the United States of America in Cono-ress assem
bled, and it is hereby enacted and declared, That on the fo

0
urth day of 

March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one, the said state, by 
the name and style of "The State of Vermont," shall be received and 
admitted into this Union, as a new and entire member of the United 
States of America. 

APPROVED, February 18, 1791. 

CHAP. VIII.-.Bn .B.ct to continue in/:oree, for a limited time, an act passed at 
the first Session of Omgress, intituk ".B.n act to regulate proceues in the Courts 
of tl.e United States." (a) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives of the United 
States ef America in Congress assembled, That an act passed on the 
twenty-ninth day of September, in the year one thousand seven hun
dred and eighty-nine, intituled, " An act to regulate processes in the 
courts of the United States," shall be, and the same hereby is continued 
in force, until the end of the next session of Congress, and no longer. 

APPROVED, February 18, 1791. 

CHAP, IX.-.B.n .8.ct regulating the number of Representatives to be chosen by the 
States of Kentucky and Vermont. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in (}ongress assembled, That until the Representa
tives in Congress shall be apportioned according to an actual enumera
tion of the inhabitants of the United States, the states of Kentucky and 
Vermont shall each be entitled to choose two Representatives. 

APPROVED, February ~5, 1791. 
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STATVTE III. 
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STA.TUTE III. 

Feb. 18, 1791. 
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STATVTE III. 

Feb, 25, 1791. 

[Obsolete.] 
Kentucky o.nd 

Vermont enti-
tled to two re. 
presentatives. 

Act of April 
14, 1792, ch. 23, 

STATVTE III. 

CHAP. X.-.Bn .Bet to incorporate tli,e subscribers tn the Bank tf the llnited Feb. 25, 1791. 
States.(b) 

WHEREAS it is conceived that the establishment of a bank for the 
United States, upon a foundation sufficiently extensive to answer the 
purposes intended thereby, and at the same time upon the principles 
which afford adequate security for an upright and prudent administra-
tion thereof, will be very conducive to the successful conducting of the 
national finances; will tend to give facility to the obtaining of loans, 
for the use of the government, in sudden emergencies; and will be pro-
ductive of considerable advantages to trade and industry in general: 

[Expired.] 
Preamble. 

Therefore, 
SECTION l. Be it enacted by the Senate and House oif Representatives Establishment of 11 Bank of the ef the United States of America in Congress assembled, That a bank u. States, and 

of the United States shall be established; the capital stock whereof shall amount ,md dL 
not exceed ten millions of dollars, divided into twenty-five thousand ;;~~~. anf ti!! 
shares, each share being four hundred dollars; and that subscriptions, of subscribing. 

(a) Act of September 29, 1789; act of May 8, 1792, chap, 36, eec. 8, 
(b) The acts relating to a Bank of the United States in addition to this act, have been: Act of March 

2, 1791, chap. 11; act of June 27, 1798; act of March 23, 1804. . , . 
Authorizing the establishing of offices of di•count and deposit in any of the territories of the United 

States: Act of March 23, 1804. See nets, 1812, chap. 43; act of April 10, 1816; act of March 3, 1817; 
act of Morch 3, 1819; act of April 11, 1836; act of April 20, !S36; act of June 15, 1836; act o( June 
23, 1836; resolution March 3, 1837. 
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towards constituting the said stock, shall, on the first Monday of April 
next be opened at the city of Philadelphia, under the superintendence 
of s~ch persons, not less than three, as shall be appointed for that pur
pose by the President of the United States (who is hereby empowered 
to appoint the said persons accordingly); which subscriptions shall 
continue open, until the whole of the said stock shall have been sub
scribed. (a) 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for any 
person, co-partnership, or body politic, to subscribe for such or so many 
shares, as he, she, or they shall think fit, not exceeding one thousand, 
except as shall be hereafter directed relatively to the United States; and 
that the sums, respectively subscribed, except on behalf of the United 
States, shall be payable one fourth in gold and silver, and three fourths 
in that part of the public debt, which, according to the loan proposed 
in the fourth and fifteenth sections of the act, entitled "An act making 
provision for the debt of the United States," shall bear an accruing in
terest, at the time of payment, of six per centum per annum, and shall 
also be payable in four equal parts, in the aforesaid ratio of specie to 
debt, at the distance of six calendar months from each other; the first 
whereof shall be paid at the time of subscription. 

SEc. 3. And be it furtlier enacted, That all those, who shall become 
subscribers to the said bank, their successors and assigns, shall be, and 
are hereby created and made a corporation and body politic, by the 
name and style of The President, Directors and Company, of the Bank 
of tlte United States; and shall so continue, until the fourth day of 
March, one thousand eight hundred and eleven: And by that name, 
shall be, and are hereby made able and capable in law, to have, pur
chase, receive, possess, enjoy, and retain to them and their successors, 
lands, rents, tenements, hereditaments, goods, chattels and effects of what 
kind, nature or quality soever, to an amount, not exceeding in the whole 
fifteen millions of dollars, including the amount of the capital stock 
aforesaid; and the same to sell, grant, demise, aliene or dispose of; to 
sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded, answer and be answered, de
fend and be defended, in courts of record, or any other place whatso
ever: And also to make, have, and use a common seal, and the same to 
break, alter and renew, at their pleasure; and also to ordain, establish, 
and put in execution, such by-laws, ordinances and regulations, as shall 
seem necessary and convenient for the government of the said corpora
tion, not being contrary to law, or to the constitution thereof (for which 
purpose, general meetings of the stockholders shall and may be called by 
the directors, and in the manner herein after specified), and generally to 
do and execute all and singular acts, matters and things, which to them 
it shall or may appertain to do; subject nevertheless to the rules, regu
lations, restrictions, limitations and provisions herein after prescribed and 
declared.• 

SEc. 4. And be it furtlter enacted, That, for the well ordering of 
the affairs of the said corporation, there shall be twenty-five directors; 
of whom there shall be an election on the first Monday of January in 
each year, by the stockholders or proprietors of the capital stock of the 
said corporation, and by plurality of the votes actually given; and those 
who shall be duly chosen at any election, shall be capable of serving as 
directors, by virtue of such choice, until the end or expiration of the 

(~) Congress has power to i~corporate a_bank; and th~ act of April 10, 1816, to incorporate the sub
scnbers to the Bank of the Umted States, 1s a law made m pursuance of the constitution. M'Culloch v. 
The State of Maryland, 4 Wheat. 316; 4 Cond. Rep. 466. 

The Bank of the United States has constitutionally a right to establish branches or offices of discount 
and deposit within any state. Ibid. 

A state cannot tax the _Bank of the United States, and any attempt by the officers or courts of the 
state to enforce a law laymg a tax upon the propertv of the Bank may be restrained by injunction. Os
borne v. The Bnnk of the United States, 9 Wheat. 738; 5 Cond. Rep. 741. 
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Monday of January next ensuing the time of such election and no 
longer. And the said directors, at their first meeting after ~ach elec- Andofapreai-
tion, shall choose one of their number as President. dent. 

SEC. 5. Provided always, and be it further enacted, That, as soon as 
the sum of four h~ndred thousand dollars, in gold and silver, shall have 
been actually received on account of the subscriptions to the said stock 
notice thereof shall be given, by the persons under whose superin~ 
tendence the same shall have been made, in at least two public gazettes 
printed in the city of Philadelphia ; and the said persons shall at the 
same ti~e in like m~nner, notify a time a~d place within the said city, 
at the distance of nmety days from the tune of such notification, for 
proceeding to the election of directors; and it shall be lawful for such 
election to be then and there made; and the persons, who shall then 

Proviso. 
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&c. 

How directorr 
shall be chosen, 
and time of ser• and there be chosen, shall be the first directors, and shall be capable of vice. 

serving, by virtue of such choice, until the end or expiration of the 
Monday in January next ensuing the time of making the same, and 
shall forthwith thereafter commence the operations of the said bank, at 
the said city of Philadelphia. And provided further, That, in case it 
should at any time happen, that an election of directors should not be 
made upon any day when pursuant to this act it ought to have been 
made, the said corporation shall not, for that cause, be deemed to be 
dissolved; but it shall be lawful, on any other day, to hold and make an 
election of directors in such manner as shall have been regulated by the 
laws and ordinances of the said corporation. And provided lastly, That, 
in case of the death, resignation, absence from the United States, or Vacancies fill
removal of a director by the stockholders, his place may be filled up, by ed up. 
a new choice, for the remainder of the year. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the directors for the time 
being shall have power to appoint such officers, clerks, and servants 
under them, as shall be necessary for executing the business of the said 
corporation, and to allow them such compensation, for their services 
respectively, as shall be reasonable; and shall be capable of exercising 
such other powers and authorities, for the well governing and ordering 
of the affairs of the said corporation, as shall be described, fixed, and 

Directors to 
appoint officers, 
&c. 

determined by the laws, regulations, and ordinances of the same. 
SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That the following rules, restric- Articles of 

tions, limitations and provisions, shall form and be fundamental articles constitution. 
of the constitution of the said corporation, viz. 

I. The number of votes to which each stockholder shall be entitled, 
shall be according to the number of shares he shall hold, in the propor
tions following: That is to say, for one share, and not more than two 
shares, one vote : for every two shares above two, and not exceeding 
ten, one vote: for every four shares above ten, and not exceeding thirty, 
one vote: for e,·ery six shares above thirty, and not exceeding sixty, one 
vote: for every eight shares above sixty, and not exceeding one hundred, 
one vote: and for every ten shares above one hundred, one vote :-But 
no person, co-partnership, or body politic shall be entitled to a greater 
number than thirty votes. And after the first election, no share or 
shares shall confer a ricrht of suffrage, which shall not have been holden 
three calendar months 

O 

previous to the day of election. Stockholders 
actually resident within the United States, and none other, may vote in 
elections by proxy. 

II. Not more than three fourths of the directors in office, exclusive of 
the president shall be eligible for the next succeeding year: but the 
director, wh~ shall be president at the time of an election, may always 
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be re-elected. 
III. None but a stockholder, being a citizen of the United States, who as direc

tors. 
shall be eligible as a director. 

IV. No director shall be entitled to any emolument, unless the same 
VoL.I.-25 R 
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shall have been allowed by the stockholders at a general meeting. The 
stockholders shall make such compensation to the president, for his 
extraordinary attendance at the bank, as shall appear to them reason
able. 

V. Not less than seven directors shall constitute a board for the trans
action of business, of whom, the president shall always be one, except 
in case of sickness, or necessary absence; in which case his place may 
be supplied by any other director, whom he, by writing under his hand 
shall nominate for the purpose. ' 

• VI. Any n1;1mber of stockholders, not less than sixty, who, together, 
shall be proprietors of two hundred shares or upwards, shall have power 
at any time to call a general meeting of the stockholders, for purposes 
relative to the institution, giving at least ten weeks notice, in two public 
gazettes of the place where the bank is kept, and specifying, in such 
uotice, the object or objects of such meeting. 

VII. Every cashier or treasurer, before he enters upon the duties of 
his office, shall be required to give bond, with two or more sureties, to 
the satisfaction of the directors, in a sum not less than fifty thousand 
dollars, with condition for his good behaviour. 

VIII. The lands, tenements and hereditaments which it shall be law
ful for the said corporation to hold, shall be only such as shall be requi
site for its immediate accommodation in relation to the convenient 
transacting of its business, and such as shall have been bona fide mort
gaged to it by way of security, or conveyed to it in satisfaction of debts 
previously contracted in the course of its dealings, or purchased at sales 
upon judgme.nts which shall have been obtained for such debts. 

IX. The total amount of the debts, which the said corporation shall 
at any time owe, whether by bond, bill, note, or other contract, shall not 
exceed the sum of ten millions of dollars, over and above the monies 
then actually deposited in the bank for safe keeping, unless the contract
ing of any greater debt shall have been previously authorized by a law 
of the United States. In case of excess, the directors, under whose 
administration it shall happen, shall be liable for the same, in their 
natural and private capacities; and an action of debt may, in such 
case, be brought against them, or any of them, their or any of their 
heirs, executors or administrators, in any court of record of the United 
States, or of either of them, by any creditor or creditors of the said 
corporation, and may be prosecuted to judgment and execution; any 
condition, covenant, or agreement to the contrary notwithstanding. But 
this shall not be construed to exempt the said corporation, or the 
lands, tenements, goods or chattels of the same, from being also liable 
for and chargeable with the said excess. Such of the said directors, 
who may have been absent when the said excess was contracted or 
created, or who may have dissented from the resolution or act whereby 
the same was so contracted or created, may respectively exonerate.them
selves from being so liable, by forthwith giving notice of the fact, and 
of their absence or dissent, to the President of the United States, and 
to the stockholders, at a general meeting, which they shall have power 
to call for that purpose. 

X. The said corporation may sell any part of the public debt whereof 
its stock shall be composed, but shall not be at liberty to purchase any 
public debt whatsoever; nor shall directly or indirectly deal or trade in 
any thing, except bills of exchange, gold or silver bullion, or in the sale 
of goods really and truly pledged for money lent and not redeemed in 
due time; or of goods which shall be the produce of its lands. Neither 
shall the said corporation take moTe than at the rate of six per centum 
per annum, for or upon its loans or discounts. 

XI. No loan shall be made by the said corporation, for the use or on 
account of the government of the United States, to an amount exceed, 
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iµg one hundred thousand dollars, or of any particular state, to an 
amount exceedmg fifty thousand dollars, or of any foreign prince or 
state, unless previously authorized by a law of the United States. 

XII. The st?ck of the said corporation shall be assignable and tran&
ferable, accordmg to such rules as shall be instituted in that behalf by 
the laws and ordinances of the same. ' 

XIII. The bills obligatory and of credit, under the seal of the said 
corporation, which shall be made to any person or persons shall be 
assignable by indorsement thereupon, under the hand or hands of such 
person or persons, and of his, her, or their assignee or assignees, and .so 
as ~bsolutely to ~ransfer and ve~t the property thereof in each and every 
assignee or assignees successively, and to enable such assicrnee or 
assignees to bring and maintain an action thereupon in his, her,

0

or their 
own name or names. And bills or notes, which may be issued by order 
of the _sai~ corpora_tion, signed by the president, _a~d countersigned by 
the prmc1pal cashier or treasurer thereof, prom1smg the payment of 
money to any person or persons, his, her, or their order, or to bearer, 
though not under the seal of the said corporation, shall be binding and 
obligatory upon the same, in the like manner, and with the like force 
and effect, as upon any private person or persons, if issued by him or 
them, in his, her, or their private or natural capacity or capacities; and 
shall be assignable and negotiable, in like manner, as if they were so 
issued by such private person or persons-that is to say, those which 
shall be payable to any person or persons, his, her, or their order, shall 
be assignable by indorsement, in like manner, and with the like effect, 
as foreiga bills of exchange now are; and those which are payable to 
bearer, shall be negotiable and assignable by delivery only. 

XIV. Half yearly dividends shall be made of so much of the profits 
of the bank, as shall appear to the directors advisable ; and once in 
every three years, the directors shall lay before the stockholders, at a 
general meeting, for their information, an exact and particular statement 
of the debts, which shall have remained unpaid after the expiration of 
the original credit, for a period of treble the term of that credit; and of 
the surplus of profit, if any, after deducting losses and dividends. If 
there shall be a failure in the payment of any part of any sum, subscribed 
by any person, co-partnership, or body politic, the party failing shall lose 
the benefit of any dividend, which may have accrued, prior to the time 
for making such payment, and during the delay of the same. 

XV. It shall be lawful for the directors aforesaid, to establish offices 
wheresoever they shall think fit, within the United States, for .the pur
poses of discount and deposit only, and upon the same terms, and in the 
same manner, as shall be practised at the bank; and to commit the 
management of the said offices, and the making of the said discounts, 
to such persons, under such agreements, and subject to such regulations 
as they shall deem proper; not being contrary to law, or to the consti-
tution of the bank. . 

XVI. The officer at the head of the treasury department of the Uni
ted States, shall be furnished, from time to time, as often as he may 
require, not exceeding once a week, with statements of the amount of 
the capital stock of the said corporation, and of the debts due to the 
same; of ·the monies deposited therein ; of the notes in circulation, and 
of the cash in hand ; and shall have a right to inspect such general 
accounts in the books of the bank, as shall relate to the said statements. 
Provided, That this shall not be construed to imply a right of inspecting 
the account of any private individual or individuals with the bank. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That if the said corporation, or 
any person or persons for or to the use of the same! shall deal or t~a.de 
in buying or selling any goods, wares, merchandise, or commod1t1cs 
whatsoever, contrary to the provisions of this act, all and every person 
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and persons, by whom any order or direction for so dealing or trading 
shall have been given, and all and every person and persons who shall 
have been concerned as parties or agents therein, shall forfeit and lose 
treble the value of the goods, wares, merchandises, and commodities, in 
which such dealing and trade shall have been; one half thereof to the 
use of the informer, and the other half thereof to the use of the United 
States, to be recovered with costs of suit. 

SEC. 9. And be it firrther ena,cted, That if the said corporation shall 
advance or lend any Sl!m, for the use or on account of the government 
of the United States, to an amount exceeding one hundred thousand 
dollars; or of any particular state to an amount exceeding fifty thou
sand dollars; or of any foreign prince or state, (unless previously autho
rized thereto by a law of the United States,) a11 and every person and 
persons, by and with whose order, agreement, consent, approbation, or 
connivance, such unlawful advance or loan shall have been made, upon 
conviction thereof, shall forfeit and pay, for every such offence, treble 
the value or amount of the sum or sums which shall have been so unlaw
fully advanced or lent; one fifth thereof to the use of the informer, and 
the residue thereof to the use of the United States; to be disposed of 
by law and not otherwise. 

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That the bills or notes of the 
said corporation, origina11y made payable, or which shall hav~ become, 
payable on demand, in gold and silver coin, shall be receivable in all 
payments to the United States. 

SEc. 11. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the, 
President of the United States, at any time or times, within eighteen 
months after the first day of April next, to cause a subscription to be 
made to the stock of the said corporation, as part of the aforesaid capital 
stock of ten millions of dollars, on behalf of the United States, to an 
amount not exceeding two miilions of dollars; to be paid out of the 
monies which shall be borrowed by virtue of either of the acts, the one 
entitled "An act making provision for the dtlpt of the,Unitee-States;" 
and the other entitled " An act making provision for the reduction of 
the public debt;" borrowing of the bank an equal sum, to be applied to 
the purposes, for which the said monies shall have been procured ; re
imbursable in ten years, by equal annual instalments; or at any time 
sooner, or in any greater proportions, that the government may think fit. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That no other bank shall be 
established by any future law of the United States, during the continu
ance of the corporation hereby created; for which the faith of the 
United States is hereby pledged. 

APPROVED, February 25, 1791. 

CHAP. XI.-.Bn .flct supplementary to tke ad intituled ".Rn act to incorporate {116 
subscribers to the Bank rf tke United State8," 

SECTroN 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the sub
scriptions to the stock of the bank of the United States, as provided by 
the act, intituled "An act to incorporate the subscribers to the bank 
of the United States," shall not be opened until the first Monday in 
July next. . 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That so much of the first pay• 
ment as by the said act is directed to be in the six per cent. certificates 
of the United States, may be deferred until the first Monday in January 
next. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That no person, corporation, or 
body politic, except in behalf of the United States, shal1, for the space 



FIRST CONGRESS. SEss. III. Ca. 12. 1791. 197 

of three months after the said first Monday in July next, subscribe in be subscribed at 
any one day, for more than thirty shares. one time. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That every subscriber shall, at the 
time of subscribing, pay into the hands of the persons who shall be 
appointed to receive the same, the specie proportion required by the 
said act to he then paid. And if any such subscriber shall fail to make 

. any of the future payments, he shall forfeit the sum so by him first paid, 
for the use of the corporation. 

SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That such part of the public debt, 
including the assumed debt, as is funded at an interest of three per cent. 
may be paid to the bank, in like manner with the debt funded at six 
per cent. computing the value of the former at one half the' value of the 
latter, and reserving to the subscribers who shall have paid three per 
cent. stock, the privilege of redeeming the same with six per cent. stock, 
at the above rate of computation, at any time before the first day of 
January, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-three; unless the three 
per cent. stock shall have been previously disposed of by the directors. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1791. 

CHAP, XIl.-..in .llct giving ejfect to the laws cf the United States within the state 
cf Vermont. 

SECTION I. Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House of Representa
tives of tlte United States of America in Congress assembled, That from 
and after the third day of March next, all the laws of the United States, 
which are not locally inapplicable, ought to have, and shall have, the 
same force and effect within the state of Vermont, as elsewhere within 
the United States. 

And to the end that the act, intituled "An act to establish the judicial 
courts of the United States," may be duly administered within the said 
state of Vermont, 

SEc. 2. Be it further enacted, That the said state shall be one 
district, to he denominated Vermont District; and there shall be a dis
trict court therein, to consist of one judge, who shall reside within the 
said district, and be called a district judge, and shall hold annually four 
sessions; the first to commence on the first Monday in May next, and 
the three other sessions progressively on the like Monday of every third 
calendar month afterwards. The said district court shall be held alter
nately at the towns of Rutland and Windsor, beginning at the first. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said district shall be, 
and the same hereby is annexed to the eastern circuit. And there shall 
be held annually in the said district one circuit court; the first session 
shall commence on the seventeenth day of June next, and the subse
quent sessions on the like day of June afterwards, except when any of 
the said days shall happen on a Sunday, and then the session shall com
mence on the day following; and the said sessions of the said circuit 
courts shall be held at the town of Bennington. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That there shall be allowed to the 
judge of the said district court the yearly compensation of eight hun
dred dollars, to commence from the time of his appointment, and to be 
paid quarter yearly at the treasury of the United States. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That all the regulations, provisions, 
directions, authorities, penalties, and other matters whatsoever, ( except 
as herein afterwards is expressly provided) contained and. expressed in 
and by the act, intituled "An act providing for the enumeration of the 
inhabitants of the United States," shall have the same force and effect 
within the said state of Vermont, as if the same were, in relation there
to. repeated and re-enacted in and by this present act. 
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SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the enumeration of the inhabi
tants of the said state shall commence on the first Monday of April next, 
and shall close within five calendar months thereafter. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the marshal of the district 
of Vermont shall receive in full compensation for all the duties and ser
vices confided to, and enjoined upon him in and by this act in taking 
the enumeration aforesaid, two hundred dollars. 

And that the act intituled "An act to provide more effectually for 
the collection of the duties imposed by law on goods, wares and mer
chandise imported into the United States, and on the tonnage of ships 
and vessels," may be carried into effect in the said state of Vermont: 

SEc. 8. Be it further enacted, That for the due collection of the 
said duties, there shall be in the said state of Vermont one district; 
and a collector shall be appointed, to reside at Allburgh on Lake Cham
plain, which shall be the only port of entry or delivery within the said 
district, of any goods, wares or merchandise, not the growth or manu
facfure of the United States. 

Provided nevertheless, That the exception contained in the sixty-ninth 
section of the act last above mentioned, relative to the district of Louis
ville, shall be and is hereby extended to the said port of Allburgh. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1791. 

March 2, 1791. CHAP. XIII.-.1.ln .11.ct to explain and amend an act intituled ".11.n actmakingfur
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SECTION I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House '!f Representa
tives of the United States ef America in Congress assembled, That the 
duty of one cent per pound, laid by the act "making further provision 
for the payment of the debts of the United States," on barr and other lead, 
shall be deemed and taken to extend to all manufactures wholly of lead, 
or in which lead is the chief article, which shall hereafter be brought 
into the United States, from any foreign port or place. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the duty of seven and a half per 
cent. ad valorem, laid by the act aforesaid on chintzes and coloured 
calicoes, shall be deemed and taken to extend to all printed, stained, 
and coloured goods, or manufactures of cotton, or of linen, or of both, 
which hereafter shall be brought into the United States from any foreign 
port or place. 

Provided always, That nothing in this act shall in any wise affect the 
true construction or meaning of the act aforesaid in relation to any of 
1he above described articles brought into the United States before the 
passing of this act. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1791. 

CHAP, XIV.-An Act fixing the time for the next annual meeting r!f 
Omgress. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States qf America in Congress assembled, That after the third 
day of March next, the first annual meeting of Congress shall be on the 
fourth Monday of October next. 

APPROVED, March 2, 1791. 
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CHAP. XV.-.Bn .B.ct repealing, after the /a,Jt day ef June next, the duties hereto
fore laid 1,pon Distilled Spirits imported from abroad, and laying others in their 
stead; and also upon Spirits distilled within the United States, and for appro
priating tlte same. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of tlte United States of America in Congress assembled, That after the 
last day of June next, the duties laid upon distilled spirits by tho act, 
intituled "An act making further provision for the payment of the debts 
of the United States," shall cease; and that upon all distilled spirits 
whi~h shall be imported into the United States ~fter that day, from any 
foreign port or place, there shall be paid for their use the duties follow
ing; that is to say-For every gallon of those spirits more than ten per 
cent. below proof, according to Dicas's hydrometer, twenty cents. For 
every gallon of those spirits under five, and not more than ten per cent. 
below proof, according to the same hydrometer, twenty-one cents. For 
every gallon of those spirits of proof, and not more than five per cent. 
below proof, according to the same hydrometer, twenty-two cents. For 
every gallon of those spirits above proof, but not exceeding twenty per 
cent. according to the same hydrometer, twenty-five cents. For every 
gallon of those spirits more than twenty, and not more than forty per 
cent. above proof, according to the same hydrometer, thirty cents. For 
every gallon of those spirits more than forty per cent. above proof, 
according to the same hydrometer, forty cents. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said duties shall be col
lected in the same manner, by the same persons, under the same regu
lations, and subject to the same forfeitures and other penalties, as those 
heretofore laid; the act concerning which shall be deemed to be in full 
force for the collection of the <luties herein before imposed; except as to 
the alterations contained in this act. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said duties, when the 
amount thereof shall not exceed fifty dollars, shall be immediately paid; 
but when the said amount shall exceed fifty, and shall not amount to 
more than five hundred dollars, may, at the option of the proprietor, 
importer or consignee, be either immediately p:iid, or secured by bond, 
with condition for the payment thereof in four months; and if the 
amount of the said duties shall exceed five hundred dollars, the same 
may be immediately paid or secured by bond, with condition for the 
payment thereof in six months; which bond, in either case, at the like 
option of the proprietor, importer or consignee, shall either include one 
or more sureties to the satisfaction of the collector, or person acting as 
such, or shall be accompanied with a deposit in the custody of the said 
collector, or person acting as such, of so much of the said spirits as shall 
in his judgment be a sufficient security for the amount of the duties for 
which the said bond shall have been given, and the charges of the safe 
keeping and sale of the spirits so deposited: which deposit shall and 
may be accepted in lieu of the said surety or sureties, and shall be kept 
by the said collector, or person acting as such, with due and reasonable 
care at the expense and risk of the party or parties on whose account 
the same shall have been made; and if at the expiration of the time 
mentioned in the bond for the payment of the duties thereby intended 
to be secured the same shall not be paid, then the said deposited spirits 
shall be sold 'at public sale, and the proceeds thereof, after deducting 
the charges of keeping and sale, shall be appli~d to the payment of the 
whole sum of the duties for which such deposit shall have been made, 
rendering the overplus of the said proceeds, and the residue of the sai?, 
spirits, if any there be, to the person or p_ersons by wh?m such deposit 
shall have been made, or to his, her or their representatives. 

SEc. 4. In order to a· due collection of the duties imposed by this act, 
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Be it furtlier enacted, That the United States shall_ be divided into 
fourte~n di~tricts, each consisting of one state, but subject to alterations 
by the President of the United States, from time to time, by adding to 
the smaller such portions of the greate~ as shall in his judgment best 
tend to secure and facilitate the collect1on of the revenue; which dis
tricts it shall be lawful for the President of the United States to sub
divide into surveys of inspection, and the same to alter at his discretion. 
That the President h~ authorized to appoint, with the advice and con
sent of the Senate, a supervisor to each district, and as many inspectors 
to each survey therein as he shall judge necessary, placing the latter 
under the direction of the former. Provided always, That it shall and 
may be lawful for the President 1 with the advice and consent of the 
Senate in his discretion to appomt, such and so many officers of the 
custom's to be inspectors in any survey of inspection as he shall deem 
advisable to employ in the execution of this act: Provided also, That 
where, in the judgment of the President, a supervisor can discharge the 
duties of that office, and also that of inspector, he may direct the same: 
And provided further, That if the appointment of the inspectors of sur
veys, or any part of them, shall not be made during the present session 
of Congress, the President may, and he is hereby empowered to make 
such appointments during the recess of the Senate, by granting com
missions which shall expire at the end of their next session. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the supervisors, inspectors 
and officers to be appointed by virtue of this act, and who shall be 
charged to take bonds for securing the payment of the duties upon 
spirits distilled within the United States, and with the receipt of monies 
in discharge of such duties, shall keep fair and true accounts and records 
of their transactions in their respective offices, in such manner and form 
as may be directed by the proper department or officer having the 
superintendence of the collection of the revenue, and shall at all times 
submit their books, papers and accounts to the inspection of such per
sons as are or may be appointed for that purpose, and shall at all times 
pay to the order of the officer, who is or shall be authorized to direct 
the payment thereof, the whole of the monies which they may respect
ively receive by virtue of this act, and shall also once in every three 
months, or oftener if they shall be required, transmit their accounts for 
settlement to the officer or officers whose duty it is, or shall be to make 
such settlement. 

SEc. t'i. And be it furtlier enacted, That all officers and persons to 
be appointed pursuant to this act, before they enter on the duties of 
their respective offices, shall take an oath or affirmation diligently and 
faithfully to execute the duties of their said offices respectively, and to 
use their best endeavours to prevent and detect frauds, in relation to the 
duties on spirits imposed by this act, which oath or affirmation may be 
taken before any magistrate authorized to administer oaths within the 
district or survey to which he belongs, and being certified under the 
hand and seal of the magistrate by whom the same shall have been ad
ministered, shall within three months thereafter be transmitted to the 
comptroller of the treasury, in default of taking which oath or affirma
tion, the party failing shall forfeit and pay two hundred dollars for the 
use of the United States, to be recovered with costs of suit. 

SEc. 7. And be it furtlier enacted, That the supervisor of the revenue 
for each district, shall establish one or more offices within the same, as 
may be necessary; and in order that the said offices may be publicly 
known, there shall be painted or written in large legible characters upon 
some conspicuous part outside and in front of each house, building or 
place in which any such office shall be kept, these words, "OFFICE OF 

INSPECTION;" and if any person shall paint or write, or cause to be 
painted or written, the said words, upon any other than such house or 
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building, he or she shall forfeit and pay for so doing, one hundred 
dollars. 

SEC, 8. 4nd be it furt~er enruted, That within forty-eight hours 
after an! ship or vessel, having ~m board any distilled spirits brought in 
such ship or v~ssel from any foreign port or place, shall arrive within any 
port of the Umted States, whether the same be the first port of arrival of 
such ship or vessel, or not, the master or person having the command or 
charge thereof, shall report to one of the inspectors of the port at which 
she shall so arrive, the place from which she last sailed, with her name 
and burthen, and the quantity and kinds of the said spirits on board of 
her, and the casks, vessels or cases containing them, with their marks 
and numbers; on pain of forfeiting the sum of five hundred dollars. 

SEc. 9. And be it further enacted, That the collector or other offi
cer, or person acting as collector, with whom entry shall have been 
made of any of the said spirits, pursuant to the act intituled "An act to 
provide more effectually for the collection of the duties imposed by Jaw 
on goods, wares and merchandises imported into the United States, and 
on the tonnage of ships or vessels," shall forthwith after such entry cer
tify and transmit the same, as particularly as it shall have been made 
with him, to the proper officer of inspection, of the port where it shall 
be intended to commence the delivery of the spirits so entered, or any 
part thereof: for which purpose, every proprietor, importer or consignee, 
making such entry, shall deliver two manifests of the contents (upon 
one of which the said certificate shall be given) and shall at the time 
thereof declare the port at which the said delivery shall be so intended 
to be commenced, .to the collector or officer with whom the same shall 
be made. And every permit granted by such collector, for the landing 
of any of the said spirits, shall previous to such landing, be produced 
to the said officer of inspection, who shall make a minute in some pro
per book, of the contents thereof, and shall endorse thereupon the word 
"INSPECTED," the time when, and his own name: after which he shall 
return it to the person by whom it shall have been produced; and then, 
and not otherwise it shall be lawful to land the spirits therein specified; 
and if the said spirits shall be landed without such endorsement upon 
the permit for that purpose granted, the master or person having charge 
of the ship or vessel from which the same shall have been so landed, 
shall for every such offence forfeit the sum of .five hundred dollars. 

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That whenever it shall be intend
ed that any ship or vessel shall proceed with the whole or any part of 
the spirits which shall have been brought in such ship or vessel from 
any foreign port or place, from one port in the United States to another 
port in the said United States, whether in .the same or in different dis
tricts, the master or person having the command or charge of such ship 
or vessel, shall previous to her departure, apply to the officer of inspec
tion, to whom report was made, for the port from which she is about to 
depart, for a certificate of the quantity and particulars of such of the 
said spirits as shall have been certified or reported to him to have been 
entered as imported in such ship or vessel, and of so much thereof as 
shall appear to him to have been landed out of her at such port; which 
certificate the said officer shall forthwith grant. And the master or per
son having the command or charge of such ship or vessel, shall within 
twenty-four hours after her arrival at the port to which she shall be 
bound deliver the said certificate to the proper officer of inspection of 
such );st mentioned port. And if such ship or vessel shall proceed from 
one port to another within the United States, with the whole or any part 
of the spirits brought in her as aforesaid, without having fi~st obtained 
such certificate; or if within twenty-four .ho~rs after her arnval at such 
other port, the said certificate shall not be de)1vered to the proper officer 
of inspection there, the master or person havmg the command or charge 
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of the said ship or vessel, shall in either case forfeit the sum of five hun
dred dollars; and the spirits on board of her at her said arrival, shall be 
forfeited, and may be seized by any officer of inspection. • 

SEC. 11. And be it further enacted, That all spirits which shall be 
imported as aforesaid, shall be landed under the inspection of the officer 
or officers of inspection for t_he place where the same shall be landed, 
and not otherwise, on pain of forfeiture thereof; for which purpose the 
said officer or officers shall, at all reasonable times, attend: Provided 
that this sha!I not be constrned to exclude the inspection of the officer~ 
of the customs as now established and practised. 

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That the officers of inspection un
der whose survey any of the said spirits shall be landed, shall upon land
ing thereof, and as soon as the casks, vessels and cases containing the 
same shall be gauged or measured, brand or otherwise mark in durable 
characters the several casks, vessels or cases containing the same, with 
progressive numbers; and also with the name of the ship or vessel 
wherein the same was or were imported, and of the port of entry, and 
with the proof and quantity thereof; together with such other marks, 
if any other shall be deemed needful, as the respective supervisors of the 
revenue may direct. And the said officer shall keep a book, wherein he 
shall enter the name of each vessel in which any of the said spirits shall 
be so imported, and of the port of entry and of delivery, and of the mas
ter of such vessel, and of each importer, and the several casks, vessels 
and cases containing t'he same, and the marks of each: and if such offi
cer is not the chief inspector within the survey, he shall as soon as may 
be thereafter, make an exact transcript of each entry, and deliver the 
same to such chief officer, who shall keep a like book for recording the 
said transcript. 

SEC. 13. And be it further enacted, That the chief officer of inspec
tion within whose survey any of the said spirits shall be landed, shall 
give to the proprietor, importer or consignee thereof, or his or her 
agent, a certificate to remain with him or her, of the whole quantity of 
the said spirits which shall have been so landed; which certificate,be
sidcs the said quantity, shall specify the name of such proprietor, im
porter or consignee, and of the vessel from on board which the said 
spirits shall have been landed, and of the marks of each cask, vessel or 
case containing the same. And the said officer shall deliver to the said 
proprietor, importer or consignee, or to his or her agent, a like certifi
cate for each cask, ,·essel or case; which shall accompany the same 
wheresoever it shall be sent, as evidence of its being lawfully imported. 
And the officer granting the said certificates, shall make regular and 
exact entries in the book to be by him kept as aforesaid, of all spirits for 
which the same shall be granted, as particularly as therein described. 
And the said proprietor, importer or consignee, 'or his or her agent, 
upon the sale and delivery of any of the said spirits, shall deliver to the 
purchaser or purchasers thereof, the certificate or certificates which 
ought to accompany the same; on pain of forfeiting the sum of fifty 
dollars, for each cask, vessel or case with which such certificate shall 
not be delivered. 

SEc. 14. And be it further enacted, That upon all spirits which after 
the said last day of June next, shall be distilled within the United States, 
wholly or in part from molasses, sugar, or other foreign materials, there 
shall be paid for their use the duties following; that is to say-For every 
gallon of those 8pirits more than ten per cent. below proof, according to 
Dicas's hydrometer, eleven cents. For every gallon of those spirits un• 
der five and not more than ten per cent. below proof, according to the 
same hydrometer, twelve cents. For every gallon of those spirits cl 
proof and not more than five per cent. below proof, according to the 
same hydrometer, thirteen cents. For every gallon of those spirits 
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above proof, and not exceeding twenty per cent., according to the· same 
hydrometer, fifteen cents. For every gallon of those spirits more than 
twenty and not more than forty per cent. above proof, according to the 
same hydrometer, twenty cents. For every gallon of those spirits more 
th~n forty per cent. above proof, according to the same hydrometer, 
thirty cents. 

SEc. 15. And be it further enacted, That upon all spirits which after 
the said last day of June next, shall be distilled within the United States 
fr_om any articl~ of the growth or produce of the United States, in .any 
city, town or village, there shall be paid for their use the duties follow
ing; that is to say-For every gallon of those spirits more than ten per 
cent. below proof, according to Dicas's hydrometer, nine cents. For 
every gallon of those spirits under five and not more than ten per cent. 
below proof, according to the same hydrometer, ten cents. For every 
gallon of those spirits of proof, and not more than five per cent. below 
proof, according to the same hydrometer, eleven cents. For every gal
lon of those spirits above proof, but not exceeding twenty per cent., 
according to the same hydrometer, thirteen cents. For every gallon of 
those spirits more than twenty and not more than forty per cent. above 
proof, according to the same hydrometer, seventeen cents. For every 
gallon of those spirits more than forty per cent. above proof, according 
to the same hydrometer, twenty-five cents. 

SEc. 16. And be it further enacted, That the said duties on spirits 
distilled within the United States, shall be collected under the manage
ment of the supervisors of the revenue. 

SEc. 17. And be it further enacted, That the said duties on spirits 
distilled within the United States, shall be paid or secured previous to 
the removal thereof from the distilleries at which they are respectively 
made. And it shall be at the option of the proprietor or proprietors of 
each distillery, or of his, her or their agent having the superintendence 
thereof, either to pay the said duties previous to such removal, with an 
abatement at the rate of two cents for every ten gallons, or to secure the 
payment of the same, by giving bond quarter-yearly, with one or more 
sureties, to the satisfaction of the chief officer of inspection within whose 
survey such distillery shall be, and in such sum as the said officer shall 
direct, with condition for the. payment of the duties upon all such of the 
said spirits as shall be removeit from such distillery, within three months 
next ensuing the date of the bond, at the expiration of niu.e months from 
the said date. 

SEc. 18. And be it further enacted, That the supervisor of each dis
trict shall appoint proper officers to have the charge and survey of the 
distilleries within the same, assigning to each, one or more distilleries 
as he may think proper, who shall attend such distillery at all reasonable 
times, for the execution of the duties by this act enjoined on him. 

SEc. 19. And be itfurther enacted, That previous to the removal of 
the said spirits from any distillery, the officer within whose charge and 
survey the same may be, shall brand or otherwibe mark each cask con
taining the same, in durable characters, and with progressive numbers, 
and with the name of the acting owner or other manager of such distil
lery, and of the place where the same was situate, and with the quantity 
therein, to be ascertained by actual gauging, and with the proof thereof. 
And the duties thereupon having been first paid, or secured, as above 
provided, the said officer shall grant a certificate for each cask of the 
said spirits, to accompany the same wheresoever it shall be sent, purport
ing that the duty thereon hath been paid or secured, as the ~ase may be, 
and describing each cask by its marks; and shall enter m a book for 
that purpose to be kept, all the spirits distilled at such distillery, and 
removed from the same; and the marks of each cask, and the persons 
for whose use, and the places to which removed and the time of each 
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removal, and the amount of the duties on the spirits so removed. And 
if any of the said spirits shall be removed fro°;' any s~ch distillery with
out having been branded or marked as aforesaid, or without such certifi
cate as aforesaid, the same, together with the cask or casks containing, 
and the horses or cattle, with the carriages, their harness and tackling, 
and the vessel or boat with its tackle and apparel employed in removing 
them shall be forfeited, and may be seized by any officer of inspection. 
And the superintendent or manager of such distillery, shall also forfeit 
the full value of the spirits so removed, to be computed at the highest 
price of the like spirits in the market. 

SEc. 20. And be it further enacted, That no spirits shall be removed 
from any such distillery at any other times than between sun rising and 
sun setting, except by consent and in presence of the officer having the 
charge and survey thereof, on pain of forfeiture of such spirits, or of the 
value thereof at the highest pnce in the market, to be recovered with 
costs of suit from the acting owner or manager of such distillery. 

SEc. 21. And be it further enacted, That upon stills which after the 
last day of June next, shall be employed in distilling spirits from 
materials of the growth or production of the United States, in any other 
place than a city, town or village, there shall be paid for the use of the 
United States, the yearly duty of sixty cents for every gallon, English 
wine-measure, of the capacity or content of each and every such still, 
including the head thereof. 

SEc. 22. And be it further enacted, That the evidence of the employ
ment of the said stills shall be, their being erected in stone, brick or 
some other manner whereby they shall be in a condition to be worked. 

SEc. 23. And be it furtlter enacted, That the said duties on stills 
shall be collected under the management of the supervisor in each dis
trict, who shall appoint and assign proper officers for the surveys of the 
said stills and the admeasurement thereof, and the collection of the 
duties thereupon; and the said duties shall be paid half-yearly, within 
the first fifteen days of January and July, upon demand of the proprie
tor or proprietors of each still, at his, her or their dweJling, by the proper 
officer charged with the survey thereof: And in case of refusal or neglect 
to pay, the amount of the duties so refused or neglected to be paid, may 
either be recovered with costs of suit in an action of debt in the name 
of the supervisor of the district, within which such refusal i;hall happen, 
for the use of the United States, or may be levied by distress and_ sale 
of goods of the person or persons refusing or neglecting to pay, render
ing the overplus (if any there be after payment of the said amount and 
the charges of distress and sale) to the said person or persons . 

. SEc. 24. And be it further enacted, That if the proprietor of any 
such still, finding himself or herself ag~rieved by the said Tates, shall 
enter or cause to be entered in a book to be kept for that purpose, from 
day to day when such still shall be employed, the quantity of spirits 
distilled therefrom, and the quantity from time to time sold or otherwise 
disposed of, and to whom and when, and shall produce the said book to 
the officer of inspection within whose survey such still shall be, and 
shall make oath or affirmation that the same doth contain to the best of 
his or her knowledge and belief, true entries made at their respective 
dates, of all the spirits distilled within the time to which such entries 
shall relate, from such still, and of the '.lisposition thereof; and shall 
also declare upon such oath or affirmation, the quantity of such spirits 
then remaining on hand, it shall be lawful in every such case for the 
said officer to whom the said book shall be produced, and he is hereby 
required to estimate the duties upon· such still, according to the quantity 
so stated to have been actually made therefrom at the rate of nine cents 
per gallon, which, and no more, shall be paid for the same: PrO'IJided, 
That if the said entries shull be made by any person other than the 



FIRST. CONGRESS. SEss. III. CH. 15. 1791. 

said proprietor, a like oath or affirmation shall be made by such 
person. 
. And the mor~ _effec~u~lly to p~ev_ent the evasion of .the duties hereby 
imposed on spmts d1st1lled w1thm the United States 

SEc. 25. Be it further enacted, That every person ~ho shall be a 
~aker or distiller o~ spirits from molasses, sugar or other foreign mate
rials, or from matenals the growth and production of the United States 
sh:iJl write or pain~, or cau~e to be written or painted upon some con: 
sp1cuous part outside. and m front of each house or ?ther building or 
place made use of, or mtended to be made use of by him or her for the 
distillation or keeping of spirituous liquors, and upon the door or usual 
entrance of each vault, cellar or apartment within the same, in which 
any of the said liquors shall be at any time by him or her distilled de
posited or kept, or intended so to be, the words " Distiller of Spirits •" 
and every such distiller shall within three days before he or she sh~ll 
begin to distil therein, make a particular entry in writing, at the near
est office of inspection, if within ten miles thereof, of every such house, 
building or place, and of each vault, cellar and apartment within the 
same, in which he or she shall intend to carry on the business of distill
ing, or to keep any spirits by him or her distilled. And if any such 
distiller shall omit to paint or write, or cause to be painted or written 
the words aforesaid, in manner aforesaid, upon any such houl:le or 
other- building or place, or vault, cellar . or apartment thereof, or shall, 
in case the same be situate within the said distance of ten miles of any 
office of inspection, omit to make entry thereof as aforesaid, such distil
ler shall, for every such omission or neglect, forfeit one hundred dollars, 
and aH the spirits which he or she shall keep therein, or the value there
of, to be computed at the highest price of such spirits in the market; 
to be recovered by action, witli costs of suit, in any court proper to try 
the same, in the name of the supervisor of the district within which 
such omission or neglect or omission shall be, for the use of the United 
States: Provided always, and be it further enacted, That the said entry 
to be made by persons who shall be distillers of spirits, on the first day 
of July next, shall be made on that day, or within three days thereafter, 
accompanied ( except where the duties hereby imposed are charged on 
the still) with a true and particular account or invent0ry of the spirits, 
on that day and at the time, in every or any house, building or place by 
him or her entered; and of the casks, cases and vessels containing the 
same, with their marks and numbers, and the quantities and qualities 
of the spirits therein contained, on pain of forfeiting for neglect to make 
such entry, or to deliver such account, the sum of one hundred dollars, 
and all the spirits by him or her had or kept in any such house, building 
or place; to be recovered as aforesaid. 

SEc. 26. And be it further enacted, That the supervisor of the re
venue for the district wherein any house, building or place shall he situ
ate, whereof entry shall be made as last aforesaid, shall as soon as may 
be thereafter, visit and inspect, or cause to be visited and inspected by 
some proper officer or officers of inspection, every such house or other 
building or place within his district, and shall take or cause to be taken, 
an exact account of the spirits therein respectively contained, and shall 
mark or cause to be marked in durable characters, the several casks, 
cases or vessels containing the same, with progressive numbers, and al~o 
with the name of each distiller to whom the same may belong, or m 
whose custody the same may be, anc\ the quantities, kinds and proofs _of 
spirits therein contained and these words, "Old Stock." And the m
spector of each survey shall keep a book, wherein he shall_ enter the 
name of every distiller, and the particulars of such old stock 111 the P?s
session of each, designating the several casks, cases and vessels contam
ing the same, and their respective quantities, kinds, pr8fs and marks, 

Distillers to 
place their oc
cupations on the 
outside of their 
distilleries ; 

and furnish the 
inspector with 
an account of 
their buildings, 
&c.; 

penalty in cue 
of neglect 
thereof. 

When tho 
en try is to be 
furnished, and 

forfeiture in 
case of neglect. 

Supervisors to 
inspect by en
termg buildings, 
&c. 

and take an ac
count of the spi
rits therein, and 
brand the casks; 

an entry .of 
which shall be 
made by the in. 
spector, 



206 

and a certificate 
given to the pro
prietor. 

Importers of 
di•tilled spirits 
when to make 
entry thereof, 
and duty of the 
inspectors 
thereupon; 

penalty for ne. 
glecting to make 
ouch entries. 

Distilled spi
rits not branded 
nor accompa
nied by a cer
tificate, 

liable to forfei
ture, 

Penalty for de
facing marks on 
vessels. 

No vessels 
marked to be 
used for other 
spirits. 

FIRST CONGRESS. SEss. III. Cu. 15. 1791. 

and shall also give a certificate to every such distiller of the quantity and 
particulars of such old stock in his or her. ~ossession, and a ~eparate 
certificate for each cask, case or vessel describmg the same, wluch cer
tificate shall accompany the same wheresoever it shall be sent, and such 
distiller, his or her agent or manager, upon the sale and delivery of any 
of the said spirits shall deliver to the purchaser. or purchasers thereof, 
the certificates or certificates that ought to accompany the same, on pain 
of forfeiting fifty dollars for each cask, case or vessel, with which such 
certificate shall not be delivered. 

SEC. 27. And be it further enacted, That every importer of distilled 
spirits, who, on the first day of July next, shall have in his or her pos
session any distilled spirits, shall, within three days thereafter, make due 
entry thereof with the officer of inspection within whose survey the same 
shall then be; who shall mark the casks. vessels or cases containing such 
spirits, in like manner as is herein before directed touching such spirits 
as shall be in the posses11ion of distillers on the first day of July next, 
and shall grant the like certificates therefor as for such spirits, which 
certificates shall accompany the respective casks, cases and vessels to 
which they shall relate, wheresoever they shall be sent, and such im
porter, his or her agent, upon the sale and delivery of any of the said 
spirits, shall deliver to the purchaser or purchasers thereof the certificate 
or certificates which ought to accompany the same, on pain of forfeiting 
fifty dollars for each cask, case or vessel with which such certificate shall 
not be delivered. And if any such importer or importers shall refuse 
or neglect to make such entry at the time and in the manner herein di
rected, all such spirits as shall not be so entered shall be forfeited, and· 
the importer or importers in whose custody the same shall be found, 
shall moreover forfeit the sum equal to the full value thereof, according 
to the highest price of such spirits in the market. 

SEC. 28. And be it furtlter enacted, That if any cask, case, or vessel 
containing distilled spirits, which by the foregoing provisions of this act, 
ought to be marked and accompanied with a certificate, shall be found 
in the possession of any person unaccompanied with such marks and 
certificate, it shall be presumptive evidence that the same are liable to 
forfeiture, and it shall be lawful for any officer of inspection to seize 
them as forfeited; and if, upon the trial in consequence of such sei
zure, the owner or claimant of the spirits seized, shall not prove that 
the same were imported into the United States according to law, or 
were distilled as mentioned in the thirteenth and fourteenth sections of 
this act, and the duties thereupon paid, or were distilled at one of the 
stills mentioned in the twentieth section of this act, they shall be ad
judged to be forfeited. 

SEc. 29. And be it furtlur enacted, That it shall be lawful for the 
officers of inspection of each survey at all times in the daytime, upon 
request, to enter into all and every the houses, store-houses, ware-houses, 
buildings and places which shall have been entered in manner aforesaid, 
and by tasting, gauging or otherwise, to take an account of the quantity, 
kinds and proofs of the said ~pirits therein contained ; and also to take 
samples thereof, paying for the same the usual price. 

SEc. 30. And be it furtlier enacted, That if any person or persons 
shall rub out or deface any of the marks set upon any cask, vessel or 
case pursuant to the directions of this act, such person or persons shall, 
for every such offence, forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred dollars. 

SEc. 31. And be it further enacted, That no cask, barrel, keg, vessel 
or case, marked as "Old Stock," shall be made use of by any distiller 
of ~pirits, for putting or keeping therein any spirits other than those 
which were contained therein when so marked, on pain of forfeiting 
the sum o~ one hundred dollars for every cask, barrel, keg, vessel or 
case wherem any such spirits shall be so put or kept; neither shall any 



FIRST CONGRESS. SEss. III. CH. 15. 1791. 

such distiller have or keep any distilled spirits in any such cask, barrel, 
keg, vessel or case, longer than for the space of one year from the said 
last day of June next, on pain of forfeiting the said spirits: Provided 
That nothing in this section contained shall be construed to extend t~ 
casks o~ vessels, capable of containing two hundred gallon$ and upwards, 
and which are not intended to be removed. 

S&c. 32. And be it farther enacted, That in case any of the said 
spirits shall be fraudulently deposited, hid or concealed in any place 
whatsoever, with ~ntent to evade the duties thereby imposed upon them, 
they shall be forfeited. And for the better discovery of any such spirits 
so fraudulently deposited, hid or concealed, it shall be lawful for any 
jud~e of any court of the United States, or either of them, or for any 
Justice of the peace, upon reasonable cause of suspicion, to be made 
out to the satisfaction of such judge or justice, by the oath or affirma
tion of any person or persons, by special warrant or warrants under 
their respective hands and seals, to authorize any of the officers of 
inspection, by day, in the presence of a constable or other officer of the 
peace, to enter into all and every such place or places in which any of 
the said spirits shall be suspected to be so fraudulently deposited, hid or 
concealed, and to seize and carry away any of the said spirits which 
shall be there found so fraudulently deposited, hid or concealed, as for
feited. 

SEc. 33. And be it farther enacted, That after the last day of June 
next, no spirituous liquors except gin or cordials in cases, jugs or bottles, 
shall be brought from any foreign port or place, in casks of Jes!< capacity 
than fifty gallons at the least, on pain of forfeiting of the said spirits, and 
of the ship or vessel in which they shall be brought: Provided always, 
That nothing in this act contained shall be construed to forfeit any 
spirits for being imported or brought into the United States, in other 
casks or vessels than as aforesaid, or the ship or vessel in which they 
sh:ill be brought, if such spirits shall be for the use of the seamen on 
board such ship or vessel, and shall not exceed the quantity of four gal
lons for each seaman. 

SEC. 34. And be it .further enacted, That in every case in which any 
of the said spirits shall be forfeited by virtue of this act, the casks, ves
sels and cases containing the same, shall also be forfeited. 

SEc. 35. And be it further enacted, That every distiller of spirits, on 
which the duty is hereby charged by the gallon, shall keep or cause to 
be kept, an exact account of the said spirits, which he or she shall sell, 
send out or distil, distinguishing their several kinds and proofs ; and 
shall every day make a just and true entry in a book, to be kept for that 
purpose, of the quantities and particulars of the said spirits by him or 
her sold, sent out or distilled on the preceding day ; specifying the 
marks of the several casks in which they shall be so sold or sent out, 
and the person to whom and for whose use they shall b_e so sold or ~nt 
out: which said books shall be prepared for the makmg such entries, 
and shall be delivered upon demand, to the said distillers, by the super
visors of the revenue of the several districts; or by such person or per
sons as they shall respectively for that purpose appoint, and shall be 
severally returned or delivered at the end of each year, or when the 
same shall be respectively filled up, (which shall first happen) to t~e 
proper officers of inspection ; and the truth of the entries made therem 
shall be verified, upon the oath or affirmation of the per~on by whom 
tliose entries shall have been made, and as often as the said books shall 
be furnished upon like demand by the prop~r officers of inspect~on, to 
the said distillers respectively. And the said books shall from time to 
time while in the possession of the said distillers, lie open for the !nspec
tion of, and upon request shall be_ sho':"n. to the proper offic_ers of mspec
tion under whose survey the said d1st1llers shall respectively be, who 
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may take such minu!es, memoran?ums, or transcripts thereof, as they 
may think fit. And 1f any such d1st1Jler shall neglect or refuse to keep 
,such book or books, or to make such entries therein, or to show the 
same upon request, to the proper officer of inspection, or not return the 
same according to the directions of this act, he or she shall forfeit for 
every such refusal or neglect, the sum of one hundred dollars. 

SEc. 36. And be it further enacted, That the penalties by this act 
imposed on distillers for neglecting to make report to the inspectors, of 
their intentions of distilling spirits, or for neglecting to mark the houses, 
apartments or vessels to be employed, or for neglecting to enter in books 
the quantity of spirits distilled, shall not extend to any person who shall 
employ one still only, and that of a capacity not exceeding fifty gallons, 
including the still-head. 

SEc. 37. And be it further enacted, That the several kinds of proof 
herein before specified shall, in marking the casks, vessels and cases 
containing any distilled spirits, be distinguished, corresponding with the 
order in which they are mentioned, by the words "FIRST PROOF"
" SECOND PROOF"-" THIRD PROOF"-" FOURTH PROOF"-" FIFTH PROOF" 
-" SIXTH PROOF." And that it be the duty of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, to provide and furnish to the officers of inspection and of the 
customs, proper instruments for ascertaining the said several proofs. 

SEc. 38. And be it further enacted, That in any prosecution or action 
which may be brought against any supervisor or other officer of inspec
tion, for any seizure by him made, it shall be necessary for such super
visor or officer to justify himself by making it appear that there was 
probable cause for making the said seizure; upon which, and not other
wise, a verdict shall pass in his favour. And in any such action or 
prosecution, or in any action or prosecution which may be brought 
against such supervisor or other officer, for irregular or improper con
duct in the execution of his duty, the trial shall be by jury. And in any 
action for a seizure, in which a verdict shall pass for such officer, the 
jury shall nevertheless assess reasonable damages for any prejudice or 
waste ( according to the true amount in value thereof) which shall be 
shown by good proof to have happened to the spirits seized, in conse
quence of such seizure; and also for the detention of the same, at the 
rate of six per cent. per annum, on the true value of the said spirits at 
the time of such seizure, from that time to the time of restoration thereof; 
which shall be paid out of the treasury of the United States: Proi•ided, 
That no damages shall be assessed when the seizure was made for want 
of the proper certificate or certificates, or by reason of a refusal to show 
any officer of inspection, upon his request, the spirits in any entered 
house, building or place: And provided also, That if it shall appear 
from the verdict of the jury, that any such prejudice or waste was sus
tained by the negligence of the officer, he shall be responsible therefor 
to the United States. 

SEo. 39. And be it further enacted, That if any supervisor or other 
officer of inspection, in any criminal prosecution against him, shall be 
convicted of oppression or extortion in the execution of his office, he 
shall be fined not exceeding five hundred dollars, or imprisoned not ex
ceeding six months, or both, at the discretion of the court; and shall 
also forfeit his office. 

SEc. 40. And be it further enacted, That no fee shall be taken for 
any certificate to be issued or granted pursuant to this act. 

SEo. 41. And be it further enacted, That if any of the said supervi
sors or other officers of inspection, shall neglect to perform any of the 
duties hereby enjoined ·upon them respectively, according to the true 
!n~ent and meaning of this act, whereby any person or persons shall be 
lllJUred or suffer damage, such person or persons shall and may have an 
action founded upon this act, against such supervisors or other officers, 
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an_d shall recover full damages for the same, together with costs of 
SUit. 

SEc. 42. 1nd be it further enacted, That any action or suit to be 
broug~t agamst any pei:son or persons, for any thing by him or them 
done m pursuance of this act, shall be commenced within three months 
next aft~r the matter or thing_ do_ne, and unless_ brought in a court of 
the U mted States, shall be laid m the county m which the cause of 
act\on shall_ have arisen; and the de[endant or defendants in any such 
ac~1on or smt, may p~ead the ge~eral_ issue, and on the trial thereof give 
this act and the special matter, m endence; and if a verdict shall pass 
for the defendant or defendants, or the plaintiff or plaintiffs become non. 
suited, or discontinue his, her or their action or prosecution, or judg
ment shall be given against such plaintiff or plaintiffs, upon demurrer 
or otherwise, then such defendant or defendants shall have costs award
ed to him, her or them, against such plaintiff or plaintiffs. 

And in order that persons who may have incurred any of the penal
ties of this act, without wilful negligence or intention of fraud, may be 
relieved from such penalties, 

SEC. 43. Be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the 
judge of the district within which such penalty or forfeiture shall have 
been incurred, at any time within one year after the last day of June 
next, upon petition of the party who shall have incurred the same, to 
inquire in a summary way into the circumstances of the case, first caus
ing reasonable notice to be given to the person or persons claiming such 
penalty or forfeiture, and to the attorney of such district; to the end 
that each may have an opportunity of showing cause against the miti
gation or remission thereof; and shall cause the facts which shall appear 
upon such inquiry, to be stated and annexed to the petition, and direct 
their transmission to the secretary of the treasury of the United States, 
who shall thereupon have power to mitigate or remit such penalty or 
forfeiture, if it shall appear to him that such penalty or forfeiture was 
incurred without wilful negligence, or any design or 'intention of fraud, 
and to cause any spirits which may have been seized to be restored to 
the proprietor or proprietors, upon such terms and conditions as shall 
appear to him reasonable. 

SEc. 44. And be it further enacted, That the one half of all penalties 
and forfeitures incurred by virtue of this act, except as above provided, 
shall be for the benefit of the person or persons who shall make a seizure, 
or who shall first discover the matter or thing whereby the same shall 
have been incurred; and the other half to the use of the United States. 
And such penalty and forfeiture shall be recoverable wi~h ?osts of suit, 
by action of debt, in the name of the person or persons mtltled thereto, 
or by information, in the name of the United. St~tes of A~erica; and 
it shall be the duty of the attorney of the district wherem any such 
penalty or forfeiture may have been incurred, upon application to him, 
to institute or brino- such information accordingly: Provided always, 
That no officer of inspection other than chief o!ficer, or officer~ of a 
survey, shall be in titled to the benefit ?f a~y forf~1t~re unless_ notice of 
the seizure by him made, shall be b)'. him _given _w1thm forty-eight hou~s 
next after such seizure, to the said chief officer or officers; but m 
such case the United States shall have the entire benefit of such for
feiture. 

SEC. 45. And be it further enacted, That if a~y person or persons 
shall counterfeit or forge, or c~use to be cou?terfe1ted or forged_ any of 
the certificates herein before directed to be given, or shall knowmgly or 
willingly accept or receive any false or untrue certificate with ~ny of 
the said spirits, or shall fraudulently :iJter or ei:a~e any sue~ certificate 
after the same shall be given, or knowmgly or w1llmgly publish or make 
use of such certificate so counterfeited, forged, false, untrue, altered or 
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erased, every person so offending, shall, for each and every offence, for
feit and pay the sum of five hundred dollars. 

SEc. 46. And be it further enacted, That any person or persons 
that shall be convicted of wilfully taking a false oath or affirmation, in 
any of the cases in which oaths. or affirmation~ are required.to be ta~en 
by virtue of this act, s~all be liable to the pams and penalties to which 
persons are liable for wilful and corrupt perJury. 

SEc. 47. And be it further enacted, That if any person or persons 
shall give, or offer to give any bribe, _recoml?ense or reward wh~tsoever, 
to any supervisor or other officer of mspect10n of the revenue, m order 
to corrupt, persuade or prevail upon such officer, either to do any act 
or acts contrary to his duty in the execution of this act, or to neglect 
or omit to do any act or thing which he ought to do in the execution 
of this act, or to connive at or to conceal any fraud or frauds relating 
to the duties hereby imposed on any of the said spirits, or not to dis
cover the same, every such person or persons, shall for such offence, 
whether the same offer or proposal be accepted or not, forfeit and pay a 
sum not exceeding five hundred dollars. 

SEc. 48. And be it further enacted, That if any person or persons 
shall forcibly obstruct or hinder any supervisor or other officer of inspec
tion, in the execution of this act or of any of the powers or authorities 
hereby vested in him, or shall forcibly rescue or cause to be rescued, 
any of the said spirits after the same shall have been seized by any such 
supervisor or other officer, or shall attempt or endeavor so to do, all 
and every person and persons so offending, shall, for every such offence, 
for which no other penalty is particularly provided by this act, forfeit 
and pay a sum not exceeding two hundred dollars. 

SEC. 49. And be it further enacted, That if any such supervisor or 
other officer, shall enter into any collusion with any person or persons 
for violating or evading any of the provisions of this act, or the duties 
hereby imposed, or shall fradulently concur in the delivery of any of the 
said spirits, out of any house, building or place, wherein the same are 
deposited, without payment or security for the payment of the duties 
thereupon, or shall falsely or fraudulently mark any cask, case or vessel, 
contrary to any of the said provisions, or shall embezzle the public 
money or otherwise be guilty of fraud in his office, such supervisor or 
other officer shall for every such offence forfeit the sum of one thousand 
dollars, and upon conviction of any of the said offences, shall forfeit his 
office, and shall be disqualified for holding any other office under the 
United States. 

SEc. 50. And be it further enacted, That in every case in which an 
oath or affirmation is required by virtue of this act, it shall be lawful for 
the supervisors of the revenue, or any of them, or their lawful deputy, 
or the lawful deputy of one of them, where not more than one in a 
district, to administer and take such oath or affirmation. And that 
wherever there are more than one supervisor for one district, a majority 
of them may execute all and any of the powers and authorities hereby 
vested in the supervisors of the revenue : Provided, That this shall not 
be construed to make a majority necessary in any case in which, accord
ing to the nature of the appointment or service, and the true intent of 
this act, the authority is or ought to be several. 

And for the encouragement of the export trade of the United States: 
SEc. 51. Be it further enacted, That if any of the said spirits ( where

upon any of the duties imposed by this act shall have been paiq or 
secured to b~ paid) shall, after the last day of June next, be exported 
from the Umted States to any foreign port or place, there shall be an 
allowance to t~e exporter or exporters thereof, by way of drawback, 
equ~I to the duties t?ereupon, according to the rates in each case by this 
act imposed, deductmg therefrom half a cent per gallon, and adding to 
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the allownnce upon spirits distilled within the United States from 
mol~sses, which shall ~e so exported, three cents per gallon,' as an 
eqm!~lent for the duty laid upon molasses by the said act making further 
prov1S1on for the payment of the debts of the United States: Provided 
always, That the said allowance shall not be made, unless the said ex
porter or exporters shall observe the regulations herein after prescribed: 
And provided furtlier, That nothing herein contained shall be construed 
to alter the provisions in the said former act, concerning drawbacks or 
allowances, in nature thereof, upon spirits imported prior to the first day 
of July next. 

SEc. 52. And be it further enacted, That in order to intitle the said 
exporter or exporters to the benefit of the said allowances, he, she or 
they shall, previous to putting or lading any of the said spirits on board 
of any ship or vessel for exportation, give twenty-four hours' notice at 
the least, to the proper officer of inspection of the port from which the 
said spirits shall be intended to be exported, of his, her or their inten
tion to export the same, and of the number of casks, vessels and cases, 
or either of them, containing the said spirits so intended to be exported, 
and of the respective marks thereof, and of the place or places where 
the said spirits shall be then deposited, and of the place to which, and ship 
or vessel in which they shall be so intended to be exported. Where
upon it shall be the duty of the said officer to inspect, by himself or 
deputy, the casks, vessels and cases so noticed for exportation, and the 
11uantities, kinds and proofs of the spirits therein, together with the cer
tificates which ought to accompany the same according to the directions 
of this act, which shall be produced to him for that purpose; and if he 
shall find that the said casks, vessels and cases have the proper marks 
according to the directions of this act, and that the spirits therein cor
respond with the said certificates, he shall thereupon brand each cask, 
vessel or case with the word " Exportation:" and the said spirits shall, 
after such inspection, be laden on board the same ship or vessel, of which 
notice shall have been given, and in the presence of the same officer who 
shall have examined the same, and whose duty it shall be to attend for 
that purpose. And after the said spirits shall be laden on board such 
ship or vessel, the certificates aforesaid shall be delivered to the said 
officer, who shall certify to the collector of the said district, the amount 
and particulars of the spirits so exported, and shall also deliver the said 
certificates which shall have been by him received, to the said col
lector, which shall be a voucher to him, for payment of the said allow
ance. 

SEc. 53. Provided nevertheless, and be it further enacted, That the 
said allowance shall not be made, unless the said exporter or exporters 
shall make oath, or affirmation, that the said spirits so noticed for ex• 
portation, and laden on board such ship or vessel, are truly intended to 
be exported to the place whereof notice shall have been given, and are 
not intended to be relanded within the United States; and that he or 
she doth verily believe that the duties thereupon charged by this act, 
have been duly paid, or secured to be paid ; and shall also give bond to 
the collector, with two sureties, one of whom shall be the master, or 
other person having the command or charge of the ship or vessel in 
which the said spirits shall be intended to be e:i:ported; the ~ther, such 
sufficient person as shall be appr~>Ved by the said colle~tor, _1~ the ~ull 
value in the judgment of the said collector, of the said spmts so m
tended to be exported, with condition that the said spirits ( the dangers 
of the seas and enemies excepted) shall be really and truly exported 
to, and landed in some port or place without the limits of the 
United States, and that the said spirits shall not be unshipped from on 
board of the said ship or vessel, whereupon the same shall have been 
laden for exportation, within the said limits, or any ports or harbors of 
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the United States, or relanded in any other part of the same (shipwreck 
or other unavoidable accident excepted). 

SEc. 54. Provided also, and be it further enacted, That the said allow
ance shall not be paid until six months after the said spirits shall have 
been so exported: And provi~ed also, That ~~enever the owner of any 
ship or vessel on board of which any such spmts are laden for exporta
tion shall m~ke known to the collector, previous to the departure of 
such ship or vessel from the port where such spiri_ts are laden, that such 
ship or vessel is not going to proceed the voyage mtended or t~e voyage 
is altered, it shall be lawful for the collector to grant a permit for the 
relanding the same. 

SEC. 55. And be it further enacted, That if any of the said spirits, 
after the same shall have been shipped for exportation, shall be un
shipped for any purpose whatever, either within the limits of any part 
of the United States, or within four leagues of the coast thereof, or shall 
be rel anded within the United States, from on board the ship or vessel 
wherein the same shall have been laden for exportation, unless the 
voyage shall not be proceeded on, or shall be altered as aforesaid, or 
unless in case of necessity or distress to save the ship and goods from 
perishing, which shall be immediately made known to the principal offi
cer of the customs, residing at the port nearest to which such ship or 
vessel shall be at the time such necessity or distress shall arise, then not 
only the spirits so unshipped, together with the casks, vessels and cases 
containing the same, but also the ship or vessel in or on board which 
the same shall have been so shipped or laden, together with her guns, 
furniture, ammunition, tackle and apparel; and also the ship, vessel or 
boat into which the said spirits shall be unshipped or put, after the un
shipping thereof, together with her guns, furniture, ammunition, tackle 
and apparel, shall be forfeited, and may be seized by any officer of the 
customs, or of inspection. 

SEc. 56. And be it furtlter enacted, That the said allowance shall 
not be made when the said spirits shall be exported in any other than a 
ship or vessel of the burthen of thirty tons and upwards, to be ascertained 
to the satisfaction of the collector of the district from which the same 
shall be intended to be exported. 

SEc. 57. And be it further enacted, That the bonds to be given as 
aforesaid, shall and may be discharged by producing within one year 
from the respective dates thereof (if the same be shipped to any part of 
Europe or America, and within two years if shipped to any part of Asia 
or Africa, and if the delivery of the spirits in respect to which the same 
shall have been given, he at any place where a consul or other agent of 
the United States resides) a certificate of such consul oi' agent, or if 
there be no such consul or agent, then a certificate of any two known 
and reputable American merchants, residing at the said place; and if 
t~ere be not two such merchants residing at the said place, then a cer
tificate of any other two reputable merchants, testifying the delivery of 
the said spirits at the said place. Which certificate shall in each case 
be confirmed by the oath or affirmation of the master and mate, or other 
like officer of the vessel in which the said spirits shall have been ex
ported; and when such certificate shall be from any other than a con
sul or agent, or merchants of the United States, it shall be a part of the 
said oath or affirmation, that there were not upon diligent inquiry, to be 
found two mer~hants of the United States at the said place: Provided 
ab.f;ays, That m the case of death, the oath or affirmation of the party 
d}'.mg, shall not be ~eemed necessary: And provided further, That the 
said oath or a~rmati.on, taken befo!e the chief civil magistrate of the 
place of the said delivery, and certified under his hand and seal, shall 
be of the s~m~ validity .as if taken before a person qualified to adminis
ter oaths w1thm the Umted States; or such bonde shall and may be dis-
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charg~d upo!1 proof that the spirits so exported, were taken by enemies 
or perished m the sea, or destroyed by fire; the examination and proof 
of the same being left to the judgment of the collector of the customs, 
naval officer, and chief officer of inspection, or any two of them of the 
place from which such spirits shall have been exported. And in cases 
where the certificates herein directed cannot be obtained, the exporter 
or exporters of such spirits, shall nevertheless be permitted to offer such 
other proof as to the delivery of the said spirits, without the limits of the 
United States, as he or they may have; and if the same shall be deemed 
sufficient by the said collector, he shall allow the same, except when the 
~rawbac½ to be allowed, shall amount to one hundred dollars or upwards; 
111 all which cases the proofs aforesaid shall be referred to the comptroller 
of the treasury, whose decision thereon shall be final. 

SEc. 58. And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be lawful 
for the President of the United States from time to time, to make such 
allowances to the said supervisors, inspectors, and to the deputies and 
officers by them to be appointed and employed for their respective ser
vices in the execution of this act, to be paid out of the product of the 
said duties, as he shall deem reasonable and proper: Provided always, 
That the aggregate amount of the allowances to all the said supervisors, 
inspectors and other officers, shall not·· exceed seven per cent. of the 
whole product of the duties arising from the spirits distilled within the 
United States : And provided also, That such allowance shall not ex
ceed the annual amount of forty-five tho.usand dollars, until the same 
shall be further ascertained by law. 

SEc. 59. And be it further enacted, That this act shall commence 
and take effect as to all matters therein contained, in respect to which 
no special commencement is hereby provided ( except as to the appoint
ment of officers and regulation of the districts and surveys) from and 
immediately after the last day of June next. 

SEc. 60. And be it furtlier enacted, That the nett product of the du
ties herein before specified, which shall be raised, levied and collected 
by virtue of this act, or so much thereof as may be necessary, shall be, 
and is hereby pledged and appropriated for the payment of the interest 
of the several and respective loans which had been made in foreign 
countries, prior to the fourth day of August last; and also upon all and 
every the loan and loans which have been and shall be made, and ob
tained pursuant to the act, intituled "An act making provision for the 
debt of the United States;" and according to the true intent and mean
ing of the said act, and of the several provisions and engagements 
therein contained and expressed, and subject to the like priorities and 
reservations as are made and contained in and by the said act, in respect 
to the monies therein appropriated, and subject to this farther reserva
tion, that is to say-Of the nett amount or product during the present 
year, of the duties ]aid by this act, in addition to those heretofore laid 
upon spirits imported into the United States, from any foreign port or 
place, and of the duties laid by this act on spirits distilled within the 
United States, and on stills; to be disposed of towards such purposes 
for which appropriations shall be made during the present session. And 
to the end that the said monies may be inviolably applied in conformity 
to the appropriation hereby made, and may never be diverted to any 
other purpose until the final redemption, or reimbursement of the loans 
or sums for the payment of the interest whereof they are appropriated, 
an account shall be kept of the receipts and disposition thereof, sepa
rate and distinct from the product of any other duties, impost, excise, 
and taxes whatsoever, except those heretofore laid and appropriated to 
the same purposes. 

SEc. 61. And be it further enacted, That the unappropriated surplus, 
if any there shall be, of the revenue arising under this act, at the end 
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of this and every succeeding year, shall be applied to the reduction of 
the public debt, in like manner as is directed by the act, intituled "An 
act making provision for the reduction of the public debt," and pro
vided by the act, intituled "An act making provision for the debt of the 
United States ;" unless the said surplus, or any part thereof, shall be re
quired for the public exigencies of the United States, and shall, by 
special acts of Congress, be appropriated thereto. 

SEc. 62. And be it further enacted, That the several duties imposed 
by this act, shall continue to be collected and paid, until the debts and 
purposes for which they are pledged and appropriated, shall be fully dis
charged and satisfied, and no longer. Provided always, That nothing 
herein contained, shall be construed to prevent the legislature of the 
United States from substituting other duties or taxes of equal value to 
all or any of the said duties and imposts. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1791. 

March 3, 179 I. CHAP, X VI.-.8n Act malcing an appropriation /or tlu purpose thtrein men
tioned, 
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tl1e 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That for the purpose 
of effecting a recognition of the treaty of the United States, with the 
new emperor of Morocco, there be, and hereby is appropriated a sum 
not exceeding twenty thousand dollars, to be paid out of the monies 
which prior to the first day of January next, shall arise from the duties 
imposed upon spirits distilled within the United States, and from stills 

1791, ch. 15. by the act, entitled "An act repealing after the last day of June next, 
the duties heretofore laid upon distilled spirits imported from abroad, 
and laying others in their stead, and also upon spirits distilled within the 
United States, and for appropriating the same," together with the excess 
of duties which may arise from the duties imposed by the said act, on 
imported spirits beyond those which would have arisen by the act en-

President au. 
thorized to bor
row said mo
ney. 

titled "An act making further provision for the payment of the debts 
of the United States." And the President is hereby authorized to take 
on loan, the whole sum by this act appropriated, or so much thereof as 
he may judge requisite, at an interest not exceeding six per cent. per 
annum, and the fund established for the above mentioned appropriation, 

1790, ch. 39. is hereby pledged for the repayment of the principal and interest of any 
loan to be obtained in manner aforesaid, and in case of any deficiency 
in the said fund, the faith of the United States is hereby also pledged to 
make good such deficiency. 

STATUTE III. 

March 3, 1791. 

Repealing cer
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of government 
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1790, ch. 28. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1791. 

CHAP, XVIl,-.9n .!let to amend ".9n act for establishing the temp~rary and per
mammt seat <if the Government of the United States." 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of tlte 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That so much of the 
act, intitled " An act for establishing the temporary and permanent 
seat of the government of the United States," as requires that the whole 
of the district of territory, not exceeding ten miles square, to be located 
on the river Potomac, for the permanent seat of the government of the 
United States, shall be located above the mouth of the Eastern Branch, 
be and is hereby repealed, and that it shall be lawful for the President 
to make any part of the territory below the said limit, and above the 
mouth of Hunting Creek, a part of the said district, so as to include a 
convenient part of the Eastern Branch, and of the lands lying on the 
lower side thereof, and also the town of Alexandria, and the territory 
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so to be included, shall form a part of the district not exceeding ten 
miles square, for the permanent seat of the government of the United 
States, in like manner and to all intents and purposes, as if the same 
had been within the purview of the above recited act : Provided, That 
nothing herein contained, shall authorize the erection of the public 
buildings otherwise than on the Maryland side of the river Potomac, as 
required by the aforesaid act. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1791. 

CHAP. XVIlI.-.On .11ct supplemental to the act "establishing the Treasury De
partment," and for a fart her compensation to certain officers. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and Huuse of Representa
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 
eighth section of the act, intituled "An act to establish the treasury de
partment," passed the second day of September, one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty-nine, shall be, and the same is hereby extended to 
all and every of the clerks employed in the treasury department, as fully 
and effectually as if they and every of them were specially named there
in, except as to the penalty in such section mentioned, which in ease 
of any such clerk offending against the provisions of the said section, 
shall he five hundred dollars, and removal from office. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That each and every clerk and 
other officer already appointed in any of the departments of the United 
States, (and who have not, since their appointment, taken the oath or 
affirmation hereafter mentioned) shall within fifteen days after the pass
ing of this act, and those who shall hereafter he appointed, shall before 
they enter upon the duties of such appointment, take an oath or affir
mation before one of the justices of the supreme court, or one of the 
judges of a district court of the United States, to support the consti
tution of the United States, and also an oath or affirmation, well and 
faithfully to execute the trust committed to him, which oaths or affirma
tions, subscribed by such clerk, and certified by the person administering 
the same, shall he filed in the office of the person employing such clerk. 

S&c. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall and may he lawful 
for the principal in any of the offices of the United States, who is autho
rized by law to appoint clerks under him, to allow to each clerk such 
compensation for his services, as he shall, in the opinion of such officer, 
deserve for the same: Provided, That the whole sum to he expended 
for clerks in any such office ( except the chief clerk) shall not exceed a 
sum equal to five hundred dollars per annum for every clerk employed 
therein. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted by the autliority aforesaid, That 
there shall be allowrd for one year, commencing with the passing of 
this act, to the register, two hundred and fifty dollars, and to the auditor, 
the comptroller of the treasury, and the attorney general, four hu?• 
dred dollars each, in addition to their respective salaries, and to be paid 
in the same manner. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1791. 

CHAP. XIX.-An Act relative to tl,e Rix-Dollar ef Denmark, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ef Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That so much of an 
11ct, intituled "An act to provide more effectually for the collection of 
the duties imposed by law on goods, wares and merchandise imported 
into the United States, and on the tonnage of ships or vessels," as hath 
rated the rix-dollar of Denmark at one hundred cents, be, and the same 
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is hereby repealed; and that this repeal shall be deemed to operate in 
respect to all duties which have already arisen or accrued, as well as to 
such as shall hereafter arise or accrue. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1791. 

March 3, 1791• CHAP. XX.-.8n .8ct in addition to an act intituled ".8n act for establishing 
the salaries ef the Executive qfficers ef Government, wit!, their assistants and 
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SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa
tives of tl,e United States of America in Congress assembled, That from 
and after the passing of this act, there shall be allowed to the chief 
clerk of the auditor, the annual sum of two hundred dollars, in addition 
to the salary allowed to him by the act, intituled "An act establishing 
the salaries of the executive officers of government, with their assistants 
and clerks," to he paid at the treasury of the United States, in quarterly 
payments, and from like appropriations as may be assigned for the pay
ment of the other salaries mentioned in the above recited act. 

SEc. 2. And be it furtlier enacted, That there he allowed to the 
clerks employed in the several offices attached to the seat of government, 
in addition to their respective salaries, their reasonable and necessary 
expenses incurred by the removal of Congress from the city of New 
York, to the city of Philadelphia. 

SEc. 3. And be it fm·ther enacted, That there be allowed to the 
assistant secretary of the treasury, in addition to his salary for one year, 
commencing with the passing of this act, four hundred dollars, to be 
paid in the same manner as his salary. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1791. 

CHAP. XXl.-'-.!ln .8ct for making compensations to tlte Commissioners 1f Loans, 
for extraordinary expenses. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House <!f Representa• 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 
commissioners of loans in the several states shall be allowed in the 
settlement of their accounts, such sums as shall appear to have been 
necessarily expended by them in the purchase of stationery for the use 
of their several offices, from the commencement of the same to the first 
day of October next. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the commissioners of loans in 
the several states, shall be allowed in the settlement of their several 
accounts, snch sums as they shall have necessarily expended for the hire 
of clerks to assist in executing the duties of their several offices, from 
the commencement of the same to the first day of October next. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1791. 

CHAP. XXII.-.9n .llct pr{)l)iding compensations for the qfficers of the Judicial 
Courts ef the United States, and for Jurors and Witnesses, a11d for otlter 
purposes. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That there be 
allowed to the several officers following in addition to the fees ( except 
mileage to the marshals) to which they are otherwise by Jaw intitled, 
and also to jurors and witnesses, in the courts of the United States, the 
following respective compensations, that is to say: To the attorney of 
the United States for the district, for his expenses and time in travelling 
from the place of his abode to any court of the United States, on which 
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his attendance shall he requisite, at the rate of ten cents per mile going, 
and the same allowance for returning; to the clerk of the district court, 
for attending in the district or circuit court, five dollars per day, and the 
like compensation for travelling, as is above allowed to the attorney for 
the district; to the clerk of the supreme court for attending in court, 
eight doll~s ~er da_f; ~o the marshal of the district, for attending the 
supreme, c1rcmt or district courts, five dollars per day; for summoning 
a grand jury, three dollars, and for summoning a petit jury, two dollars, 
and for serving and returning a writ, five cents per mile for his neces
sary travel; to the grand and petit jurors, each fifty cents per day for 
attending in court, and for travelling, at the rate of fifty cents for every 
ten miles from their respective places of abode, to the place where the 
court is held, and the like allowance for returning; to witnesses sum
moned on the part of the United States, or in behalf of any prisoner to 
be tried for any capital offence in any of the courts thereof, the same 
compensation as is above allowed to grand and petit jurors. That the 
several officers above specified shall be deemed to have been entitled to 
the above respective compensations, from the time of their respective 
aHpointments; and that the grand and petit jurors and witnesses, who 
have heretofore attended, shall also be deemed entitled to the above com
pensation, in like manner as those who shall hereafter attend. That 
there shall also he paid to the marshal, the amount of the expense for 
fuel, candles, and other reasonable contingencies for holding a court, as 
hath accrued or shall accrue; and the compensations to the grand and 
petit jurors and witnesses shall be included in the account of, and paid 
to the marshal, to the use of, and be by him accordingly paid over to the 
several persons entitled to the same; and the accounts of the several 
officers for the compensations aforesaid ( except mileage to the marshal, 
for the service of writs in civil causes) having been previously examined 
and certified by the judge of the district, shall be passed in the usual 
manner at, and the amount thereof paid out of the treasury of the United 
States. And a sum arising from the fines and forfeitures to the United 
States, and equal to the amount thereof, is hereby appropriated for the 
payment of the above accounts. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That instead of the prov1s1ons in 
that respect heretofore made, the first session of the circuit courts in the 
eastern circuit, after the passing of this act, shall commence at the times 
following, that is to say : In New York district, on the fifth, and in Con
necticut district, on the twenty-fifth days of April next; in Massachu
setts district, on the twelfth, and in New Hampshire district on the 
twenty-fourth days of May next; and in Rhode Island district, on the 
seventh day of June next; and the subsequent sessions in the respec
tive districts, on the like days of every sixth calendar month there
after except when any of those days shall happen on a Sunday, and then 
the ;essions shall commence on the next day following. And the ses
sions of the said circuit court shall be held in New Hampshire district, 
at Portsmouth and Exeter, alternately, beginning at the first: In Mas
sachusetts district at Boston ; in Rhode Island district, at Newport and 
Providence alten;ately beginning at the first; in Connecticut district, 
at Hartford' and New Haven, alternately, beginning at the last; and in 
New York district, at the city of New York only. . 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That from and after the passmg 
of this act instead of the provisions in the act for that purpose, the ses
sions of the circuit court for the district of Virginia, shall be holden in 
the city of Richmond only. . . . 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That this act shall contmue m force 
until the end of the next session of Congress, and no longer. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1791. 
VoL.I.-28 T 
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CHAP, XXIII.-.On Act to continue in force for a limited time, an act intituled 
".Jin act for the temporary establi~hment of the Post-0.ffice," • 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and H{JUse of Representa
tives .of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 
act passed the first session of Congress, intituled "An act for the tem
porary establishment of the post-office," be, and ~he same is hereby con
tinued in full force until the end of the next session of Congress, and no 
longer. 

S&c. 2. And be it further enacted, That all letters to and from the 
treasurer, comptroller and auditor of the treasury, and the assistant to 
the secretary of the treasury, on public service, shall be received and 
conveyed by the post, free of postage. 

SEC, 3. And be it further enacted, That the postmaster general shall be 
and he is hereby authorized to extend the carrying the mail from Albany, 
in the state of New York, to Bennington in the state of Vermont. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1791. 

CHAP, XXIV,-.!in .IJct to continue in force the act therein mentionerl, and to 
make f iwther provision fO'r the payment of Pensions to Invalidli, and for the 
support of lighthousu, beacons, buoys, and public piers. 

SECTION 1. Be it enaded by the Senate and House ef Representatives 
ef the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the act, 
entitled "An act to provide for mitigating or remittin~ the forfeitures 
and penalties accruing under the revenue laws in certam cases therein 
mentioned," shall be and is hereby continued in force until the end of 
the next session of Congress, and no longer. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the yearly pensions which 
have been allowed by or in pursuance of any act or law of the United 
States, to persons who were wounded and disabled during the late.war, 
shall for the space of one year from the fourth day of March next, be 
paid out of the treasury of the United States, under such regulations as 
the President of the United States may direct. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That all expenses which shall 
accrue from the first day of July next, inclusively, for the necessary sup
port, maintenance l}nd repairs of all lighthouses, beacons, buoys, and 
public piers, shall continue to be defrayed by the United States, until 
the first day of July, in the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety
two, notwithstanding such lighthouses, beacons, buoys, or public piers, 
with the lands and tenements thereunto belonging, and the jurisdiction 
of the same, shall not in the mean time be ceded to or vested in the 
United States, by the state or states respectively, in which the same may 
be, and that the said time be further allowed to the states respectively, 
to make such cession : Provid.ed, That nothing in the said act shall be 
construed to limit or restrain the power of the President of the United 
States, to grant pardons for offences against the United States. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1791. 

CHAP. XXV.-.Bn .llcl supplementar.1/ to the act making provision for lite i·educ• 
tion of the Public Debt. 

WHEREAS it hath been made known to Congress that the President 
of the United States, in consequence of "An act making provision for 
the reduction of the public debt," hath caused a certain loan to be 
made in Holland, on account of the United States to the amount or 
three millions of florins, bearing an interest of five per centum per an
num, and reimbursable in six yearly instalments, commencing in the 
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year one thousand eight hundred, and ending in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and six, or at any time sooner, in whole or in part at 
the option of the United States; ' 

And whereas it hath been also stated to Congress that the charges 
upon the said loan ~ave amounted to four and a half p~r centum, where
by a dou?t hath ans~n, whether t~e sa\d _loan be within the meaning 
of the said last mentioned act, which hm1ts the rate of interest to five 
per centum per annum; 

And whereas it is expedient that the said doubt be removed· 
Be it enacted and declared by the Senate and House ef Repre;entatives 

of the !fnited States of America in Congress assembled, That the loan 
aforesaid shall be deemed and construed to be within the true intent and 
meaning of the said act, intituled "An act making provision for the 
reduction of the public debt," and that any farther loan to the extent 
of the principal sum authorized to be borrowed by th; said act the 
interest whereof shall be five per centum per annum, and the ch;rges 
where?f s~all not exceed the said rate of four and a half per centum, 
shall, rn like manner, be deemed and construed to be within the true 
intent and meaning of the said act. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1791. 

CHAP. XXVI.-Jln Jlct malting farther pro'l!isionfor the collection of tlte duties b_y 
law imposed on Teas, and to prolong the term for the payment <f the Duties 
un Wines. 

WHEREAS it is conceived that the following regulations concerning 
teas may be conducive both to the accommodation of the importers 
thereof, and to the security of the revenue: 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and liouse of Representativts 
of tlie United States ef America in Congress assembled, That in addi
tion to the provisions contained in the fortieth and forty-first sections of 
the act, intituled "An act to provide more effectually for the collection 
of the duties imposed by law on goods, wares and merchandise imported 
into the United States, and on the tonnage of ships or vessels," as they 
regard the payment, or securing the payment of the duties on teas, it 
shall be lawful for every importer of teas, if he or she shall elect so to 
do, to give his or her bond to the collector of the district in which any 
of the said teas shall be landed, in double the amount of the duties 
thereupon, with condition for the payment of the said duties in two years 
from the date of such bond; which bond shall be accepted by such col
lector, without surety, upon the terms following; that is to say: The teas, 
for the duties whereof the said bond shall be accepted, shall be depo
sited at the expense and risk of the said importer, in one or more store
house or storehouses, as the case may require, to be agreed upon between 
the said importer and the inspector, or other officer of inspection of the 
revenue, for the port where the said teas i,hall be landed; and upon 
every such storehouse, the said inspector or officer of inspection shall 
cause to be affixed two locks, the key of one of which locks shall be 
kept by such importer, his or her agent, and the key of the other of 
which locks shall be kept by the said inspector, or by such other person 
as he shall depute and appoint in that behalf; whose duty it shall be to 
attend at all reasonable times, for the purpose of delivering the said teas 
out o.f the said storehouse or storehouses. But no delivery shall be 
made of any of the said teas without a permit in writing, under the 
hand of the said inspector or officer of inspection. . And in ?rder to 
the obtainina of such permit, it shall be necessary that the duties upon 
the teas, for"'which the same shall be required, be first paid, or, at the 
option of the party or parties applying for the same, secured to_ be paid 
in manner following; that is to say : The said party or parties shall 
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give bond with one or more surety or sureties t? the satisfaction of the 
said inspector, in double the amou~t of the_ ~uties upon the quantity of 
teas in each case to be delivered, with condition for the payment of the 
said duties, if the same shall not exceed one hundred dollars, in four 
months • or if the same shall exceed one hundred dollars, and shall not 
exceed 'five' hundred dollars, in eight months; or, if the same shall 
exceed five hundred dollars, in twelve months: Provided always, That 
the time to be allowed for the payment of the duties upon any parcel 
of teas to be delivered, shall not be such as to extend the credit for 
such duties beyond the term of two years originally allowed upon the 
depositing of the said teas. . . 

SEC, 2. And be it further enacted, That 1f the duties on any parcel 
of teas, which shall have been deposited as aforesaid, shall not have 
been paid or secured to be paid in manner last specified, within the 
term of two years, according to the condition of the obligation to be 
given to the collector of the district within which the same shall have 
been landed, it shall be the duty of the said collector to cause so much 
of the said teas, as may be necessary, to be sold at public auction, and 
retaining the sum which shall not have been so paid or secured of the 
said duties, together with the expenses of safe keeping and sale of the 
said teas, shall return the overplus, if any, to the owner or owners 
thereof, his, her, or their ·agent or lawful representative. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the bonds which have been 
or shall be directed to be given, by this or any other act, for monies or 
duties to be paid or performed to the United States, shall be taken in 
the name of the United States of America; unless special direction 
shall have been given to take them in some other name. And the 
bonds to be taken as aforesaid, by any inspector of the revenue, shall 
be delivered by him forthwith to the collector of the district within 
which the teas, to which they may relate, shall have been landed, in 
order to the collection of the monies therein specified. And the per
mits which shall have been granted by such inspector, for the delivery 
of any teas, out of any storehouse wherein they shall have been depo
sited, shall be received by such collector towards satisfying any bond, 
which shall have been, in the first instance, taken by the said collector, 
touching the said teas; which permits shall therefore specify the amount 
of the duties which shall have been paid or secured upon the teas to be 
delivered in virtue thereof; and the name of the ship or vessel in which 
they shall have been imported, and of the importer or importers thereof. 

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That all teas which, after the 
first day of April next, shall be imported into the United States from 
any foreign port or place, shall be landed under the care of the inspec
tors of the revenue for the ports where the same sha:J be respectively 
landed; and for that purpose every permit which shall be granted by 
any collector, for landing the same, shall, prior to such landing, be pro
duced to the said inspector, who by an endorsement thereupon under 
his hand, shall signify the production thereof to him, and the time 
when; after which, and not otherwise, it shall be lawful to land the teas 
mentioned in such permit. And the said inspector shall make an entry 
of all such permits, and of the contents thereof; and each chest, box 
or package containing any teas, shall be marked by the officer under 
whose immediate inspect;on the same shall be landed, in legible and 
durable characters, with progressive numbers, and with the name of 
the vessel in which the same shall have been imported. And the said 
officer shall grant a certificate for each such chest, box or package, 
specifying therein the name or names of the importer or importers, the 
ship or vessel in which the same shall have been imported, and the 
number thereof to accompany the same wheresoever it shall be sent. 

And whereas, for the payment of the duties accruing on Maderia 
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wines, and which may be secured by bond, the term of twelve months 
is allowed; and it is proper to extend, in like manner the payment of 
the duties accruing on other wines; ' 

SEC. 5. Therefore, be it enacted, That for the payment of the duties 
on other than Maderia '_Vines, ari:d_ which shall be secured by bond, such 
bond shall be taken with cond1t10n for the payment of the duties in 
twelve months, in like manner as by law is directed for the payment of 
the duties on Maderia wines. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1791. 

Term for pay
ment of the du
ties on wine 
prolonged. 

STATUTE Ill. 

CHAP, XXVII.-.9n .11.ctfor granting lands to the Inhabitants and settlers at Vin-
cennes and tl,e Illinoi3 country, in the territory northwest ef the Ohio, and for March 3, 1791. 
confirming them in their possessiom. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa
tives ef the United States ef America in Congress assembled, That four 
hundred acres of land be given to each of those persons, who in the 
year one thousand seven hundred and eighty-three, were heads of fami
lies at Vincennes or in the Illinois country, on the Mississippi, and who 
since that time have removed from one of the said places to the other. 
And the governor of the territory northwest of the Ohio is hereby di
rected, to cause the same to be laid out- for them, at their own expense, 
either at Vincennes or in the Illinois country, as they shall severally 
elect. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted and declared, That the heads of 
families at Vincennes or in the Illinois country in the year one thou
sand seven hundred and eighty-three, who afterwards removed without 
the limits of the said territory, are notwithstanding, entitled to the dona
tion of four hundred acres of land made by the resolve of Congress of 
the twenty-ninth of August, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-
eight; and the governor of the said territory, upon application to him 
for that purpose, is hereby directed to cause the same to be laid out for 
such heads of families or their heirs; and shall also cause to be laid off 
and confirmed to such persons the several tracts of land which they may 
have possessed, and which 'before the year one thousand seven hundred 
and eighty-three may have been allotted to them according to the laws 
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and usages of the government under which they had respectively settled: 
P1·ovided nevertheless, That if such persons or their heirs do not return if they return 
and occupy the said lands within five years, such lands shall be con- within five 
sidered as forfeited to the United States. years. 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That one hundred and fifty acres Lands former. 
of land, heretofore in possession of the Piankeshaw Indians, and now Iy possessed by 

d • • f h ·11 f y· Piankeshaw In-under actual improvement, an conshtutmg a part o t e VI age o m- dians confirmed 
cennes, be given to the persons who are severally in possession of the to present pos. 
said land. sessors. 

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That where lands have been ac- Improvers of 
tually improved and cultivated at Vincennes, or in the Illinois country, _lands claiming 

b d l • under a suppos-
under a supposed grant of the same, y any comm an ant ?r cou~t c aim- ed grant,to have 
ing authority to make such grant, the governor of the said territory be, thei~ claims 
and he hereby is empowered to confirm to the persons who made such confirmed. 
improvements, their heirs or assigns, the lands s~pp?se~ to h~ve been 
granted as aforesaid, or such parts thereof as he, m his d1scretwn, may 1806, ch. 40. 
judge reasonable, not exceeding to any one person, four hundred ~c~es. 

SEc. 5. And be it furtlier enacted, That a tract of land, contammg 
about five thousand four hundred acres, which for many years has been 
fenced and used by the inhabitants of Vincennes as a common, also a 
tract of land including the villages of Cohos and Prairie du Pont, an<l 
heretofore used by the inhabitants of the said villages as a common, be, 
and the same are hereby appropriated to the use of the inhabitants of 
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Vincennes and of the said villages respectively, to be used by them as a 
common, until otherwise disposed of by law. 

SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That the governor of the said 
territory be authorized to make a grant of land not exceeding one him
dred acres, to each person who hath not obtained any donation of land 
from the United States, and who, on the first day of August, one thou
sand seven hundred and ninety, was enrolled in the militia at Vincennes 
or in the Illinois country, and has done militia duty, the said land to be 
laid out at the expense of the grantees, and in such form and place as 
the said governor shall direct. Provided nevertheless, That no claim 
founded upon purchase or otherwise, shall he admitted within a tract of 
land heretofore occupied by the Kaskaskia nation of Indians, and in• 
eluding their village, which is hereby appropriated to the use of the said 
Indians. 

SEc. 7. And be it further enacted, That two lots of land heretofore 
in the occupation of the priests at Cahokia, and situated near that vil
lage, be, and the same is hereby granted in fee to P. Gibault; and that 
a tract of land at Kaskaskia, formerly occupied by the Jesuits, be laid 
off and confirmed to St. Jam Beouvais, who claims the same in virtue 
of a purchase thereof. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That so much of the act of Con
gress of the twenty-eighth of August, one thousand seven hundred and 
eighty-eight, as refers to the locations of certain tracts of land directed 
to be run out and reserved for donations, to the ancient settlers in the 
Illinois country, be, and the same is hereby repealed, and the governor 
of the said territory is directed to lay out the same, agreeably to the act 
of Congress of the twentieth of June, pne thousand seven hundred and 
eighty-eight. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1791. 

March 3, 1791. CHAP. XXVIII.-.Rn .Oct for raising and adding another Regiment to the Mili
tary Establishment cf t!te United State.i, and for making farther provision for 
t!te protection cf t!te frontiers. Repealed 1795, 

ch. 44. 
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SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa
tii,es of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That there 
shall be raised an additional regiment of infantry, which, exclusive of 
the commissioned officers, shall consist of nine hundred and twelve non
commissioned officers, privates and musicians. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said regiment shall be 
organized in the same manner as the regiment of infantry described in 
the act, intituled "An act for regulating the military establishment of 
the United States." 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the troops aforesaid by this 
act to be raised, including the officers, shall receive the same pay and 
allowances, he subject to the same rules and regulations, and be 
engaged for the like term, and upon the same conditions, in all respects, 
excepting the bounty herein after mentioned, as are stipulated for the 
troops of the United States, in the before-mentioned act. 

SEc. 4.. And be it further enacted, That each non-commissioned 
officer, private and musician, who has enlisted or shall enlist pursuant 
to the act aforesaid, or who shall enlist pursuant to this act, shall be 
entitled to receive six dollars as a bounty. 

SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That in case the President of the 
United States should deem the employment of a major-general, brigadier
general, a quartermaster and chaplain, or either of them, essential to 
the pub_lic interest, that he be, and he hereby is empowered, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, to appoint the same accordingly. 
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A~d a_ major-gener~l so. appoin~d may choose his aid-de-camp, and a 
brigadier-general, his bngade-maJor, from the captains or subalterns of 
the line. Pr°1!ided always, That the major-general and brigadier-general 
so to be appomt~d, shall respectively continue in pay during such term 
only, as the President of the United States in his discretion shall deem 
it requisite for the public service. 

_S&c: 6. And be it further ena~ted, That in case a major-general, 
br:1gadier-gener11I, ciuarterma~ter, aid-de-camp, brigade-major and chap
lam should be appomted, the1r pay and allowances shall be, respectively, 
as herein mentioned: The major-general shall be entitled to one hun
dred and twenty-five dollars, monthly pay, twenty dollars allowance for 
forage monthly, and for daily subsistence fifteen rations, or money in 
lieu thereof at the contract price. The brigadier-general shall be enti
tled to ninety-four dollars, monthly pay, with sixteen dollars allowance 
for forage monthly, and for daily subsistence twelve rations, or money 
in lieu thereof at the contract price. That the quartermaster shall be 
intitled to the same pay, rations and forage, as the lieutenant-colonel 
commandant of a regiment. That the aid-de-camp be entitled, including 
all allowances, to the same pay, rations and forage, as a major of a 
regiment. That the brigade-major be entitled, including all allowances, 
to the same pay, rations and forage, as a major of a regiment. That the 
chaplain be entitled to fifty dollars per month, including pay, rations and 
forage. 

SEc. 7. And be it .furtlier enacted, That if, in the opinion of the Pre
sident, it will be conducive to the good of the service, to engage a body 
of militia to serve as cavalry, they furnishing their own horses, arms and 
provisions, it shall be lawful for him to offer such allowances to encour
age their engaging in the service, for such time and on such terms, as 
he shall deem it expedient to prescribe. 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That if the President should be of 
opinion, that it will be conducive to the public service, to employ troops 
inlisted under the denomination of levies, in addition to, or in place of 
the militia, which in virtue of the powers vested in him by law, he is 
authorized to call into the service of the United States, it shall be lawful 
for him to raise, for a term not exceeding six months (to be discharged 
sooner if the public service will permit) a corps, not exceeding two 
thousand non-commissioned officers, privates and musicians, with a suit
able number of commissioned officers. And in case it shall appear 
probable to the President, that the regiment directed to be raised by the 
aforesaid act and by this act, will not be completed in time to prosecute 
such military operations as exigencies may require, it shall be lawful for 
the President to make a substitute for the deficiency, by raising such 
farther number of levies, or hy calling into the service of the United 
States such a body of militia as shall be equal thereto. 

SEC. 9. And be it Jurtlier enacted, That the President he, and he 
hereby is empowered to organize the said levies, and alon_e to appoint 
the commissioned officers thereof, in the manner he may Judge proper. 

SEc. 10. And be it fm:ther enacted, '!'~at the comm_i~s~oned a_nd non
commissioned officers, privates and musicians _of the m1h~ia or said corps 
of levies, shall, during the time of their service, be subJect to the rules 
and articles of war; and they shall be entitled to the same pay, rations 
and forage, and, in case of wounds or disability in_ the line of their duty, 
to the same compensation as the troops of the U mted States. . . 

SEC. 11. And be it further enacted, That the non-comm1ss10ned 
officers, privates and musicians of the s~id corps ot: levies, sha!l b_e enti
tled to receive such proportional quantity of clot_hmg, as their time of 
service shall bear to the annual allowance of clothmg to the troops of the 
United States, subject, however, to a proportional deduction from their 
pay. 
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SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That each of the non-commis
sioned officers, privates and musicians of the said levies, shall be entitled 
to receive three dollars as a bounty. 

SEc, 13. And be it further enacted, That in case the nature of the 
service, upon which the troops of the United States may be employed, 
should require a greater number of surgeon's mates than are provided 
for in the before-mentioned act, the President of the United States may 
engage, from time to time, such additional number of surgeon's mates, 
as he shall judge necessary. 

SEc. 14. And be it further enacted, That the commissioned officers, 
who shall be employed to recruit men for the said regiments, shall be 
entitled to receive for every recruit who shall be duly enlisted and mus
tered, the sum of two dollars. 

SEC. 15. And be it furtlier enacted, That for defraying the expense, 
for one year, of the additional regiment to be raised by virtue of this 
act; for defraying the expense, for a like term, of the officers mentioned 
in the seventh section of this act; for defraying the expense of the said 
militia-horse, militia-foot, and levies, which may be called into, or 
engaged for the service of the United States, pursuant to this act; for 
defraying the expense of such surgeon's mates, as may be appointed pur
suant to the fifteenth section of this act; for defraying the expense of 
recruiting the said two regiments; and for defraying the expense of any 
military posts which the President shall judge expedient and proper to 
establish, there be and hereby is appropriated a sum, not exceeding 
three hundred and twelve thousand six hundred and eighty-six dollars 
and twenty cents, to be paid out of the monies which, prior to the first 
day of January next, shall arise from the duties imposed upon spirits 
distilled within the United States, and from stills, by the act, intituled 
"An act repealing, after the last day of June next, the duties heretofore 
laid upon distilled spirits imported from abroad, and laying others in 
their stead; and :i.lso upon spirits distilled within the United States, and 
for appropriating the same;" together with the excess of duties which 
may arise from the duties imposed by the said act on imported spirits, 
beyond those which would have arisen by the act, intituled "An act 
making farther provision for the payment of the debts of the United 
States." 

And to the end that the public service may not be impeded for want 
of necessary means ; 

SEc. 16. Be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Presi
dent to take on loan the whole sum by this act appropriated, or so much 
thereof as he may judge requisite, at an interest not exceeding six per 
centum per annum; and the fund established for the above-mentioned 
appropriation, is hereby pledged for the repayment of the principal and 
interest of any loan to be obtained in manner aforesaid; and in case of 
any deficiency in the said fund, the faith of the United States is hereby 
also pledged to make good such deficiency. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1791. 

I. RESOLVED by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That Andrew Brown, or any 
other printer, be permitted, under the direction of the Secretary of State, 
to collate with, and correct by the original rolls, the Jaws, resolutions 
and treaties of the United States, to be by him printed. And that a 
certificate of their having been so collated and corrected be annexed to 
the said edition. Provided, That such collation and correction be at 
the expense of the said Andrew Brown, or such other printer, and that 
the person or persons to be by him or them employed in that service, he 
approved by the Secretary of State. 

APPROVED, February 18, 1791. 
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II. RESOLVED by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United March 2, 1791. 
States <if America in Congress assembled, That the President of the Acknow!edg· 
United States be requested to cause to be communicated to the National m_ent of !he 
Assembly of France the peculiar sensibility of Congress to the tribute !~but; r1d 

1
by 

paid to the memory of Benjamin Franklin, by the enlightened and free A:sem~lt~r 
representatives of a great nation, in their decree of the eleventh of France to the 
June, one thousand seven hundred and ninety. . !1'0~oryofBe_n-

A M h 2 1791 
Jamm Franklin. 

PPROVED, arc ' • 

III. RESOLVED by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That a mint shall be 
established under such regulations as shall be directed by law. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be, and he is here
by authorized to cause to be engaged, such principal artists as shall be 
necessary to carry the preceding resolution into effect, and to stipulate 
the terms and conditions of their service, and also to cause to be pro
cured such apparatus as shall be requisite for the same purpose. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1791. 

IV. RESOLVED by the Senate and House <if Rrpresentativcs of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of 
the United States be, and he hereby is requested, to cause an estimate to 
be laid before Congress at their next session, of the quantity and situation 
of the lands not claimed by the Indians, nor granted to, nor claimed by 
any of the citizens of the United States, within the territory ceded to 
the United States, by the State of North Carolina, and within the terri
tory of the United States, northwest of the river Ohio. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1791. 

V. WHEREAS Congress did, by a resolution of the twP.nty-third day of 
September, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine, recommend 
to the several states to pass laws making it expressly the duty of the keep
ers of their jails to receive and safe keep therein all prisoners committed 
under the authority of the United States; in order therefore to insure 
the administration of justice, 

RESOLVED by the Senate and llouse of Representatives of the Uniteil 
States of America in Congress assembled, That in case any state shall 
noi have complied with the said recommendation, the marshal in such 
state, under the direction of the judge of the district, be authorized to 
hire a convenient place to serve as a temporary jail, and to make the 
necessary. provision for the safe keeping of prisoners committed under 
the authority of the United States, until permanent provision shall be 
made by law for that purpose; and the said marshal shall be allowed his 
reasonable expenses incurred for the above purposes, to be paid out of 
the treasury of the United States. 

APPROVED, March 3, 1791. 
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