CESSATION OF HOSTILITIES

Declarations signed at Versailles January 20, 1783
Entered into force January 20, 1783

. 8 Stat. 58; Treaty Series 103 *

We the underwritten Ministers Plenipotentiary of the United States of
North America, having received from Mr Fitz-Herbert, Minister Plenipoten-
* tiary of his Britannic Majesty, a Declaration relative to a Suspension of
Arms to be establish’d between his said Majesty and the said States, of which
the following is a Copy. Viz:

“Whereas the Preliminary Articles agreed to and signed this Day between
his Majesty the King of Great Britain, and his most Christian Majesty on the
one Part, and also between his said Britannic Majesty and his Catholic
Majesty on the other Part,® stipulate a Cessation of Hostilities between those
three Powers, which is to Commence upon the Exchange of the Ratifications
of the said Preliminary Articles; And whereas by the Provisional Treaty ®
signed the thirtieth of November last, between his Britannic Majesty and
the United States of North America, it was stipulated that the said Treaty
should have its Effect as soon as Peace between the said Crowns should be
established; The underwritten Minister Plenipotentiary of his Britannic
Majesty declares in the Name, and by the express Order of the King his
Master, that the said United States of North America, their Subjects and
their Possessions, shall be comprised in the suspension of Arms above-
mentioned, And that they shall consequently enjoy the Benifit of the Cessa-
tion of Hostilities, at the same Periods and in the same Manner as the three
Crowns aforesaid and their Subjects and Possessions respectively: On Condi-
tion however, that on the Part and in the Name of the Said United States of
North America, there shall be deliver’d a similar Declaration expressing the
Assent to the present Suspension of Arms, and containing an Assurance of
the most perfect Reciprocity on their Part.

1For a detailed study of these declarations, see 2 Miller 108.
2 Memoirs of Benjamin Franklin, vol. I, p. 516 (New York, Derby and Jackson, 1859).
3TS 102, ante, p. 1.
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“In faith whereof, we, the Minister Plenipotentiary of his Britannic
Majesty, have signed this present Declaration, and have thereto caused the
Seal of our Arms to be affixed, at Versailles this twentieth Day of January
One Thousand seven hundred & Eighty three.”

“ALLEYNE F1rz-HERBERT
(LS.)”

We have in the Name of the said United States of North America & in
Virtue of the Powers we are vested with, received the above Declaration and
do accept the same by these Presents, and we do reciprocally declare, that
the said States shall cause to cease all Hostilities against his Britannic Majesty,
his Subjects and Possessions at the Terms or Periods agreed to between his
said Majesty the King of Great Britain, his Majesty the King of France, and
his Majesty the King of Spain, in the same manner as is stipulated between
these three Crowns, and to have the same Effect.

In faith whereof, We Ministers Plenipotentiary from the United States of
America, have signed the present Declaration and have hereunto affixed the’
Seals of our Arms. At Versailles the twentieth of January one thousand seven
hundred and cighty three.

JouN Apawms [sEaL]
B. FRANKLIN [sEaL]
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