




900 PUBLIC LANDS. [No. 5'l4. 

19TH CONGRESS.] No. 574. f 2n SESSION. 

CONFLICTING CLAIMS BETWEEN ROBERTS' AND LUDLOW'S LINES IN OHIO. 

comIUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 12, 182'T. 

To the honorable the Senate and House of Representati1:es of the United States of .America in Congress assembled: 
The memorial of the undersigned respectfully represents: That they reside in the State of Ohio, in 

the counties of Champaign and Logan, between Ludlow's and Roberts' lines; that they claim title by 
purchase from the United States for the lands on which they reside; on them they have made lasting 
and valuable improvements; there they have formed their connexions and societies; there they have in 
peace worshipped their God; and beneath that sod rest the bones of their relatives. They confidently 
believed that the title of the government was a security to their possessions; but since the establishment 
of the sources of the Little Miami and Scioto rivers, in 1812, by the commissioners, as well on the part 
of the United States as of Virginia, and the running and marking Roberts' line, under the direction of 
the former commissioners, and from the best information they have been able to obtain, the most serious 
apprehensions are entertained that the lands they occupy will be found to lie within the Virginia military· 
district, and subject to be holden by virtue of entries made in 1810 by owners of Virginia military land 
warrants, and that they will be deprived of their homes and possessions, their societies and relations 
will be broken up, and they must leave the bones of their families and relatives in the possession of 
strangers. Your memorialists are informed that the decision of the case of Doddridge's Lessee vs. Thomp­
son and Wright, in the Supreme Court, settles all the principles which can or may arise ( except, perhaps, 
the western boundary line of the Virginia military reservation) in the decision of these conflicting claims . 
.And as the highest judicial tribunal of the country has passed on the question, it is supposed that the 
justice of the memorial will be duly appreciated by the Legislature of the Union, in whose power alone 
remains our relief from expensive and harassing litigation and final loss of our possessions. Your me­
morialists are aware that at two several periods measures were adopted by the House of Representatives, 
but not acted upon in the Senate for want of time, which would have quieted-our apprehensions, and at 
the same time compensated those who claim title by military warrants; the prosecution of which claims 
bas only been delayed by the interference and advice of the mutual friends of those claiming title under 
the United States and Virginia. How much longer your memorialists may be exempted from litigation 
and expense depends alone on the course adopted by your honorable bodies; for your memorialists are 
informed that those who hold claims for these lands, relying on the decision of the Supreme Court before 
referred to, will proceed to establish them by judicial proceedings; and those of your memorialists who 
hold small farms had better abandon them than incur such an expensive contest, which, as they believe, 
must eventuate in the loss of their lands and their homes. 

With these views and under these feelings your memorialists humbly pray your honorable bodies, at 
your present session, to make such provision by law, as to you may seem meet and proper, for the speedy 
determination and settlement of these conflicting claims, both emanating from the general government; 
and that they may be protected and quieted in the possession of their lands, their altars, and firesides. 
And, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c. 

Samuel Newell. George Newell. 
Jacob R. Hall. .Abner Enoch. 
Robert Patterson. John McNary. 
William Donnel. James Steel. 
Jacob Staley. Robert Newell, sr. 
Benjamin McClure. Robert Newell, jr. 
Samuel Carter. Robert Newell. 
Martin Shields. Samuel Newell, jr. 
William McBeth. Henry Robertson. 
John Moore. .Alexander Burnside. 
H. M. vYhite. Samuel Burnside. 
William A. Davis. Thomas Hall. 
Thomas Haines. Benjamin Hall. 
.Abraham Bedillon. John McSbane. 
J. W. Fyffe. Henry Leevet. 
Moses Mcllvain, sr. Samuel Covington. 
Isaac Fellsworth. Rachel Blaylacb. 
James Kelly. vVilliam Kenton. 
Oren Hubbard. John Smith. 
Samuel Black. George Lenbruer. 
Patrick Kallaban. David Shelby. 
.Abner Snoddy. Thomas Terry. 
John S. McNeal. 

George Shellman. 
William Terry. 
Samuel Terry. 
Walter Clement. 
Robert Baird. 
Garland Crockett. 
John B. Robertson. 
Henry Robertson. 
Jonathan Williams. 
Samuel S. Newell. 
,Toseph T. Kelly. 
Thomas Baird 
.Andrew Burnside . 
Abner H. J arard. 
Robert Crockett. 
John Wall. 
Robert W. Newell. 
Robert Newell. 
Joseph Newell. 
Shellim Crockett. 
Stephen Newell. 
John Newell . 
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19m CoNGREss.J No. 575. [2D SESSION. 

LAND CLAIM IN WEST FLORIDA. 

C0IDIUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 13, 182'f. 

Mr. REED, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the petition of James Moore, of 
Mississippi, reported: 

That it appears to the satisfaction of the committee, by the petition and affidavit of the said James 
Moore, and by the corroborating testimony of one of the committee, (who has some knowledge upon the 
subject,) that the petitioner and the other heirs of Alexander Moore, deceased, have claims to land in 
West Florida, by virtue of British grants issued from the government 9f "\-Vest Florida while it was a 
British province; that the said Alexander Moore, in bis lifetime, became a Spanish subject, after the con­
quest of Florida by the Spanish arms, and continued so until the time of his death; and that the said 
lands, or some of them so claimed, were settled and cultivated during the continuance of the British gov­
ernment in ·west Florida. It further appears that the original patents and other evidences of title to the 
lands so claimed came into the possession of the said James Mooxe after the death of his father, as one 
of his heirs-a~law; and that the said patents and other evidences of title were, in due time, transmitted 
by the said James Moore, to be laid before the board of commissioners for the adjustment of land titles 
in West Florida, but were lost at sea; which accident prevented their being presented to and acted upon 
by the said board in due season, during the existence of said commission. It further appears that the 
British and Spanish archives relating to lands in Florida have been transmitted to the commissions there, 
and are not now in any of the departments at the seat of government in this city. The committee are of 
opinion, under these circumstances, that the said petitioner, and the other heirs of Alexander Moore, 
deceased, have a well founded claim upon Congress to have their titles investigated and decided upon, 
and have, therefore, instructed me to report a bill accordingly, which is herewith presented 

19m CoNGREss.J No. 576. [2D SESSION. 

ON CL.A.IM OF A RECEIVER OF PUBLIC MONEYS FOR COMPENSATION FOR BRINGING UP 
C ARREARS OF WORK. 

COIDIUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 13, 182'7. 

Mr. REED, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the petition of J.oseph Dunbar, 
receiver of public moneys in the district west of Pearl river, State of Mississippi, reported: 

That it appea•:s to the satisfaction of the committee that when the said Joseph Dunbar entered upon 
the duties of his office as such receiver of public moneys the books Qf his office were very much in arrear, 
and that he was instructed to cause them to be brought up with as little delay as possible, that be 
according·ly employed clerks to do a part of the work which was so in arrear, and the balance was done 
by himself and in his own handwriting. He has been allowed at the Treasury Department, in the settle­
ment of his accounts, $1,50{1 paid for clerk hire in bringing up the arrearages of business in his office, 
which sum was actually paid to clerks employed by him; but for his own clerical labors he has received 
nothing, and one of the objects of the petition is to obtain compensation for those services. The committee 
are of opinion that the justice of this claim is beyond doubt, and the only difficulty has been with the 
committee to ascertain what the amount of compensation should be. The chairman, therefore, addressed 
himself to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, who, in reply, communicated to the committee 
a report made to his predecessor by A. Anderson, who had been directed to examine and report on the 
condition of the said office. The following is an extract from Mr. Anderson's report: "The books are now 
complete, and the work has been neatly and correctly executed. The same work could not have been 
done, had clerks been employed to perform the whole of it, for a less sum than $2,000. The receiver has 
been allowed a credit of $1,500 paid to the clerks for the above labor; he also claims $500, in addition to 
that sum, as a compensation for the work which he executed and the necessary and general superintend­
ence of the whole business. I examined the books page by page, and found that a considerable portion 
of the work was in the handwriting of Mr. Dunbar. In answer, therefore, to that part of the communi­
cation in relation to clerk hire, I feel it my duty to say that the sum allowed appears to me, from my 
acquaintance with bookkeeping of that description, to be less than reasonable, and less than I have 
known the same extent and style of work executed for." The committee think, therefore, that $500 is a 
fair and reasonable compensation for the extra services of the said receiver in bringing up the arrearages 
of business in his office, and have instructed me to report a bill accordingly. 



902 PUBLIC LANDS. [No. 579. 

19TH CONGRESS.] No. 577. [2D SESSION. 

LAND CLAIM IN MISSISSIPPI. 

COIDIU~ICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 15, 1827. 

Mr. REED, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the petition of the representatives 
of William Scott, deceased, with the accompanying documents, reported: 

That, April 26, 1787, William Scott, the ancestor of the petitioners, preferred his petition to the 
governor of Louisiana for the grant of a tract of land on the river Homochitto, in the district of Natchez, 
and that on the 21st of May in the same year an order of survey was obtained from Don Estevan Miro, 
governor of the province of Louisiana, according to the prayer of the petitioner. It also appears by the 
certificate of William Vousdan, a deputy surveyor under the Spanish government, dated November 23, 
I 787, that a survey was actually made in favor of the said William Scott for two hundred acres of land 
situated in the district of Natchez, and about seventeen miles from the fort on the Homochitto river. It 
also appears to the satisfaction of the committee that the heirs of the said 'William Scott duly registered 
their claim before the board of commissioners west of Pearl river March 29, 1804, but that proof of settle­
ment and cultivation not being made the said claim was not confirmed by the board of commissioners, 
and the said tract of two hundred acres was subsequently sold as public lands belonging to the United 
States. . 

It is proved by the depositions of John Bolls and Catharine Bolling that the said tract of land was 
settled and improved by the said William Scott previous to and during the years 1792 and 1793. It is 
also proved by the rleposition of John Bolls that "the said tract of land was in cultivation October 25, 
1795, and for a number of years before and after, and that the children of said William Scott were at that 
time inhabitants of the province and ever since." From those facts it results that the title of the petitioners 
was protected by the act of Congress of ;March 3, 1803, and that the United States have sold a tract of 
land to which they bad no title, and in derog·ation to the rights of the petitioners. The committee have, 
therefore, instructed me to report a bill for their relief, which is herewith presented. 

19TH CONGRESS.] No. 578. [2D SESSION. 

CONDI'rION OF DUNCAN McARTHUR'S CLAIM WITH REGARD TO THE DISPUTED LAND 
BETWEEN ROBERTS' AND LUDLOW'S LINES IN OHIO. 

cmDIUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 16, 1827. 

The undersigned, agent of the United States for defending the suits in ejectment, Duncan McArthur 
vs. John Reynolds, and the said McArthur vs. Henry Vanmetre, now pending before the court of common 
pleas of Champaign county, Ohio, for the recovery of land in the val.ley ef the Great Miami riuer, v:estward 
of Ludlouls line, sovlh ef the Greenville treaty line, sold by authority of the laws of the United States, 
hereby certifies that the said land lies westward of a direct line from the termination or head of the valley 
of the Scioto river to the termination or head of the valley of tho Little Miami river, and that no part of 
the land which is proposed to be made the warrant of a donation to the said McArthur of $65,000, lies 
betv:een the ri,ers Scioto and Little •Miami, or within the territory reserved by the Commonwealth of Vir­
ginia for the satisfaction of the land bounties of the officers and soldiers of that Commonwealth who served 
in the continental line of the revolutionary army; and further, that, by the running of Ludlow's and 
Roberts' lines into and across the Great Miami country, and the permission given to the holders of warrants 
granted for these bounties to locate up to these lines, about 160,000 acres of land, without the limits of the 
reserved territory, have been lost to the United States. 

Given at Chilicothe, February 15, 1827. CADWALLADER WALLACE. 
The CoIDIITTEE ON PRIVATE LAND CtAnrs ef the Senate ef the United States. 

19TH CONGRESS.] No. 579. [2n SESSION. 

PURCHASE OF LANDS FROM THE INDIANS; SURVEYS, QUANTITY, SALES, EXPENSES OF 
THE PUBLIC LANDS; THE AMOUNT PAID, BALANCES DUE AND AMOUNT FORFEITED 
BY THE PURCHASERS OF PUBLIC LANDS SINCE THE DECLARATION OF INDEPEND­
ENCE. 

COillIUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 16, 1821. 

To the Senate ef the United States: 
I transmit to the Senate a report from the Secretary of the Treasury, with statements prepared at 

the Register's and Genera] Land Office, in compliance with a resolution of the Senate of the 16th of May 
last in relation to the purchases and sales of the public lands since the Declaration of Independence. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 
WASHINGTON, February 16, 1827. 
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TREASURY DEPARTIIENT, February 15, 182'1'. 
The Secretary of the Treasury, to whom was referred a resolution of the Senate of May 16, 1826, 

"requesting the President of the United States to cause to be prepared and laid before the Senate, at the 
commencement of the next session of Congress, a statement showing the sums annually paid since the 
Declaration of Independence for purchasing from the Indians, surveying and selling the public lands, 
showiug, as near as may be, the quantities ot land which have been purchased; the number of acres which 
have been surveyed; the number sold and the number which remain unsold; the amount of sales and of 
forfeitures; the sums paid by purchasers, and the sums due from purchasers in each land district; keeping 
in separate columns or tables, as far as practicable, the statements for every State and Territory in which 
there are public lands," has the honor to submit to the President a communication from the Register of 
the Treasury, and one from the Commissioner of the General Land Office, both dated the 14th instant, 
which, ·with the statements to which they respectively refer, contain the information required by the said 
resolution. 

RICH.ARD RUSH. 
The PRESIDENT of the United States. 

TREASURY DEPARrnENT, Register's Office, February 14, 1827. 
In compliance, in part, with a resolution of the Senate of the United States of May 16, 1826, I have 

the honor to transmit herewith statements numbered from l to 7, inclusive, viz: 
No. 1. Exhibiting the expenditures of holding Indian treaties from 1776 to December 31, 1825. 
No. 2. Exhibiting the expenses of surveys of public lands to December 31, 1825. 
No. 3. Exhibiting the expenses of selling the public lands to December 31, 1825. 
No. 4. Exhibiting special sales of public lands made prior to the opening of the land offices. 
No. 5. Exhibiting the quantity of land sold in each State, and amount of purchase money, to Decem­

ber 31, 1825. 
No. 6. Exhibiting the amount paid by purchasers, balances due by individuals, and total amount of 

purchase money from the opening of the land offices tu December 31, 1825. 
No. 7. Exhibiting the amount of money forfeited to December 31, 1824. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register 

Hon. RICHARD RusH, Secretary of the Treasury. 

No. 1. 

Statement of expenditures on account of holding Indian treaties, &c., from July 4, 1776, to December 31, 1825, 
stated in pzo·suance of a resolution of the Senate of the United States of May 16, 1826. 

Year. 

From July 4 to December 31, 1776 .•••••.•.•••••.••.. 
For tile year 1777. •·•••• •••••• •••·•• •••••••••••• •••· 

1778 •....•••...•••••.....•.••••••••••.• 
1779 .••••••..••.••••....••••••••••••..• 
l'it-0 •••••••••••••••••••••.•.••••••••••• 

li81. •••••••• •••••••• •••• ·•••• •••••••• 
178~ ••••..••••••••••••••.•••••..•••.•.. 
1783 .•••••••.••••.••....•••.•..••••.... 
1784 .................................. . 
17&'.i .................................. . 
1786, ................................. . 
171,/ .................................. . 
1788 .................................. . 
11~9 ................................... l 
li90 ................................... } 
1791 ................................... j 
17"'2 ................................. .. 
1793 .................................. . 
1794 .................................. . 
179~ ................................. .. 
1796 .................................. . 
1797 ................................. . 
1708 .................................. . 
1799 .................................. . 
le-00 ••••••• •••• ............. ••••• •••••• 

Amount. 

$42,9-28 64 
57,622 29 

10,322 11 
3,326 45 
2,337 79 
2,19r, 60 

905 00 
1,718 00 
4,534 48 
8, 73$ 88 

27,09-2 1:35 
750 00 

4,747 10 

13,6481:35 
27,282 e3 
13,042 46 
21,475 68 
55,563 98 
32,396 38 
16,470 09 
2(),30-2 19 

31 22 

Year. Amount. 

For !be year 1801...... .•.••• ...... •••• • •... ...... $9 1000 00 
180-2..................... .• • • • • . . • •. • • 20,000 00 
1~03 ..................................................... . 
1804.... •• •• ... • •. .. ...... .. . .•• ..... • 53,000 00 
1805 ................ , ...••••••.•.•.•• , 41, 000 00 
1806 ..................................................... . 
1807 ................................. . 
1808 ....•••••...•...•••••••...•.••.••• 
1809 ................................. . 
1810 .••.•.•.•••••.•.•...•••••...•....• 
1811 ................................. . 
1812 ...••••••••••••••••••••.....•••... 
1813 ................................. . 

60,825 00 
70,,25 00 

169.150 00 
58,225 00 
57,725 00 
55,975 00 
55,475 00 

1814................ . ................................. . 
1815 ................................. . 
1816 ................................. . 
1817 ................................. . 
1818 ................................. . 
1819 ................................. . 
lR;!O., ....... , ..... ,, ......... , ...... . 
1821 ................................. . 
1"2? , ............................... . 
18-23 ................................. . 
1824 ................................. . 
1825 •••••••••...••.••••.•••••..••••••• 

Estimated amount for tile year 1826 ................ . 

111,750 00 
82,075 00 
91,276 06 

230,409 54 
185,522 77 
197,278 01 
118,050 00 
379,611 99 
201,017 71 
227,341 50 
519,979 12 

3,39-J,494 67 
475,884 es 

The expenditures commencing in 17761 and extending in tile above statement to 1780, inclusively, were in !be paper medium tben current. Tile sums 
extended for those years, after depreciation commenced, are reduced to specie by tile table of depreciation fixed by Congress. 

TRE.1.suRY DEP.&.RTMENT 1 Regisle-t•• Oifice, February 13, 1827. 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 



904 PUBLIC LANDS. (No. 5~9. 

No. 2.-Statemerd qf expenses qf surveying public lands, and salaries qf surveyors and clerks. 

[~ t ~ ,:.. 
~ tD C> 

t~ ~~ C: 

Surveyor's name. Year. = C> ~ .. Surveyor's name . Year. =" ~ . 
,! -~ 0 ~-!:: 0"" 
0 ~ ~ .s 0" & .s 
ID= gJ -5 

"t: "" § ·t: '-::I § 
o, C "' " = "' '2 " >< C d "' "' r:l ,,, r:l 

Rufus Putnam, surveyor northwest of 1797 ,$5,964 26 ............ Ie:aac Briggs, surveyor south ofTennes- 1806 
•••••••••••• 

$2,000 00 

Ohio river, including lllichigan Terri- 1798 6,034 40 ............ see-Continued. 1807 . ........... 3,000 00 
tory. 1799 12,486 95 . ........... 

1800 11,415 40 ............ . ........... 53,79·2 34 

1801 16,661 52 ............ 
1802 2,000 00 ,$15,986 36 Seth Pease, surveyor south of Tennessee 1807 ,$1, 733 34 12,874 77 
1803 2,000 00 9,339 24 1808 2,961 50 2:.!,791 0 
1804 245 82 1,574 16 1809 2,496 07 15,489 42 . 

1810 2,2-;o oo 20,184 31 
56,808 35 26,899 76 1813. 9-21 IO 1,175 09 

1820 ............ 533 40 

Jared Mansfield, surveyor northwest of 1803 800 oo 1,252 50 

Ohio river, including lllichigan Terri- 1804 2,691 48 15,536 19 10,362 10 73,048 58 
tory. 1805 2,905 82 25,483 53 

1806 2,950 00 37,034 28 Thomas Freeman, surveyor south of 1810 3,450 00 ............ 
1807 2,950 00 36,867 35 Tennessee. 1811 2,940 21 51,703 00 
1808 2,677 84 13,E27 60 1812 3,409 71 8,000 00 
1809 2,289 9~ 3,900 09 1813 4,337 50 15,000 00 
1810 2,976 72 17,645 17 1814 1,767 94 11,512 14 
1811 3,009 59 11,487 83 1815 20,000 00 ............ 
1812 3,414 42 6,905 51 ............ { 10,000 00 
1813 194 02 41 88 1816 

25,ooo oo 
1817 ll,11250 :is,ooo oo 

26,859 87 169,981 93 1818 3,337 80 10,000 00 

1819 3,671 66 29,000 00 

Josiah 111 eigs, surveyornorthwest of Ohio 1813 1,883 51 2,130 82 1820. 1,750 00 2-2,500 00 

river, inclnding Michigan Territory. 1814 3,050 00 11,417 79 1821 6,112 32 43,000 00 

1815 5434 ............ 1822 211 96 . ........... 
4,987 65 13,548 61 38,651 60 314,295 14 

* Deduct repayment •••.••.... •••••••• . ........... 2,305 35 

Edward Tiffin, surveyor northwest of 1815 3,183 16 13,140 91 
Ohio river, itciuding l\lfohigan Terri- 1816 3,975 00 22,636 75 ............ 311,989 79 

tory. 1817 4,000 00 12,626 40 

1818 5,225 oo s,221 :i2 Le,in \Vales, surveyor south of •ren- 1822 925 00 18,000 00 

1819 3,075 00 48,271 83 nossee. 1823 2,775 00 5,000 00 

1820 4,100 oo 40,000 00 1824 9-25 00 4,ooo oo 

1821 4,100 00 35,ooo oo 1825 2,230 55 18,556 63 

1822 4,100 00 20,000 00 
1823 4,100 00 15,000 00 6,855 55 45,556 63 

1824 4,100 00 10,000 00 
1825 4,100 00 14,197 50 George Davis, surveyor south of Ten- 1824 1,649 78 53,266 00 

nessee. 1825 2,949 75 2,442 00 
44,058 16 236,094 71 

Aaron Grcely,surveyorofl\Iichigan Ter- 1812 ............ 5,565 93 
4,599 53 55,708 00 

ritory. John Cotree, surveyor of Alabama .•.••. 1817 •••••••••••• 30,000 00-

\Villinm Rector, surveyor of Illinois, 1814 :r75 00 ............ 1818 . ........... 40,000 00 

l\fissouri, and Arkansas. 1815 •••••••••••• 625 00 1819 875 00 37,000 00 

1816 ............ 53,969 54 1820 5,250 00 40,500 00 

1817 ............ 99,717 43 1821 2,625 00 39,000 00 

1818 ....... .... 64,241 96 1822 1,807 51 ............ 
1819 3,ooo oo 109,650 00 1823 4,375 00 28,ooo oo 

1820 4,000 00 40,520 53 1824 2,625 00 3,ooo oo 

1821 4,000 00 50,000 00 1825 3,500 00 8,864 00 

1822 3,999 99 62,818 00 
1823 3,966 66 84,136 00 21,057 51 226,364 00 

1824 2,972 5-2 
•••••••••••• 

Robert Butler, surveyor of Florida .....• 1824 ········· .... 1,000 oo 
25,314 17 565,678 46 ........ 710 50 ............ 

1825 3,803 42 40,7S9 23 
\Villiam Clark, mrveyor cfJJlinois,lllis- 1824 ............ 30,000 00 

Eouri, and Arkansas. 1825 2,869 26 ao,ooo oo 4,513 9-2 47,787 23 

2,869 26 60,000 00 Silas Brent, surveyor of Lonisiana •••••. 1807 512 30 ............ 
1808 500 00 ............ 

\Villiam lllcRee, surveyor of Jllinois, 1825 1,527 48 20,500 00 1809 :r75 00 
lllissouri; anil Arkansas. 

............ 
1810 500 00 ............ 

Isaac Briggs, surveyor sooth of Tennes- 1803 ............ 2,800 00 1811 500 00 . ........... 
sec. 1804 . ........... 105 00 1812 :r75 00 . ........... 

1804 ............ 1,895 00 1813 625 00 . ........... 
ll305 ............ 15,808 59 
1806 ............ 28,183 75 3,387 30 . ........... 

• A repayment by Thomas Freeman, in 1825, of ,$2,305 35 to be deducted. 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Z; ~ ~ ~ g_i ~~ t.2 i: i: 

~- i: .s ~ Surveyor's nnme. Year. =" Surveyor's nnme. Year. =" eb ~ ·§ ~E ~ -~ 0 
C <:> ~ ·= -~; i -5 

;;; . ·.:: -= ;': 
~ = C. "" C. 

~ ~ d 
.., ,,, ..:i 

I 

Fl'.RST DISTRICT. I SECOND DISTRICT-Continued 

Surccyars nor/hu:est of Ohio Surreyors south of Tennessee. 
rircr, iru:luding .iUic1'igan Isaae Briggs ••.....•...••.... Froml797to 1807. ............ $53,79·.:! 34 
Te,ritoTy. Seth Pease 

••••••••••••••••• 
From 1807 to 1820. $10,362 IO 73,048 58 

Rufus Putnam ••••••••••••••• From 1€07to 1804. $56,808 35 $26,899 76 Thomas Freeman ••...•••.••. From l810to 1822. 3:3,651 60 31l,989 79 
Jnred 1\fanslield •••••••••••••• From 1803 to 1813. 26,859 87 169,981 93 Levin \Vailes ••.•.•••.••.•... From 1822 to 1825. 6,855 55 45,5.36 53 
Ju~inh l'tfr-,iga •••• ....•...•.•• Froml813to 1815. 4,987 65 13,548 61 George Davis ••••••.••••••••• 1824 aml 1825 •... 4,5~9 53 5:J,708 00 
Euwaru Tiffin .•••••••••••••. From 1815101825. 44,058 16 236,094 71 
Aaron Greely •••••••••••.•••• 1812 •••••••••••.. ............ 5,565 93 60,468 78 540,095 34 

Sun·eipr of JJ/al,ama. 

132,714 03 452,090 94 John Coffee •••.•••.••••••••. From 1817 to 1825. 21,057 51 226,364 00 

Principal deputy surveyor of 
SECOND DISTRICT. Louisiana. 

Surre,;ors of 1/linois, Missouri, Silas Brent .••••.•• .. 
and Jlrkansa,. 

...... From 1807to 1813. 3,:k>'7 30 
•••••••••••• 

\Villinm Rector •••••••..••••• From 1814 to 1824 2,;,314 17 565,678 46 
Surveyor of Florida. 

Willinm Clark, acting .••••••• From 1824 to 1825. 2,869 26 60,000 00 Robert Butler •.•.•••.......•. 18:H and 1825 •••• 4,513 9-.:! 47,787 23 

\Villlum l\IcRee ••••••••••••• 1525 ••••.•••••••• I,527 48 20,500 00 Total expenses of surveys of 
public lands to December 

29,710 91 646,17$ 46 31, 1825 •.•••••••.••••.••. .................. 2.5),8;;2 45 1,912,515 97 

TREASURY DEUR'l':IIENT, Register'$ Office, Fe!,ruary 14, 1827 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 

VOJ,. IV-114 0 



No. 3. 

Expenses of selling the public lands, consisting of the emoluments of the registers and 1·eceivers1 and the incidental expenses paid by the receivers. 

Lnnd offices, 1800 to 1814. 1815. 1816, 1817, 1818. 1819, 1820, 1821, 1822, 1823, 182!, 

01110, 

Mnricttn .................................... $6,724 21 $888 26 $1,704 65 $1,220 28 $1,633 97 $1,618 17 $1,319 64 $1, ltl6 €0 $1,286 30 $984 64 $1,279 30 

Znncsvillc, .. , ....................... , .... 25,491 31 6,767 91 5,215 92 5,293 56 4,53-2 54 3,795 93 2,546 72 1,774 36 2,530 47 1,543 60 1,875 01 

Stuubcnvillc ................... , ............ 62,166 03 5,646 eo 5,524 76 4,673 30 3,408 51 2,514 93 2,515 00 2,188 33 2,748 73 1,878 87 2,182 a1 

Chilicothc ................................... 48,981 9-2 3,510 12 3,765 97 3,4&2 05 3;544 87 2,616 43 1,949 37 1,573 00 1,985 33 1,461 65 1,744 83 

Cincinnati ............. , ......... , ..•.•.. , .• 87,574 l2 10,555 79 9,013 63 12,570 91 8,429 48 4,744 49 3,837 65 3,19-2 O•l 3,654 27 1,645 27 2,081 23 

Wooster .................................... 17,919 19 7,249 88 6,830 72 7,970 23 5,211 51 3,418 75 2,288 16 1,900 11 2,374 08 1,739 72 1,978 66 

I'iqun ................... , .................. ............... ................ ................ ................ ................ ................ 702 05 1,225 08 1,871 23 1,314 97 1,078 76 

Dclnwnre .............. , ................ ................ ................ •••••••••••••••• ................ ................ ................ 1,966 17 3,031 06 4,186 76 2,601 70 1,59;; 83 

248,856 78 • 34,618 76 32,055 65 35,210 33 26,760 88 18,708 70 17,124 76 16,070 78 20,637 17 13,173 42 13,815 93 

INDIANA, 

J cfi'crsonvillc ............. , ........... , ... , .. 16,261 26 3,493 31 e,sw 61 8,002 S6 6,2711 77 5,36;; 38 4,82113 2,5&1 33 2,542 52 2,065 03 2,42.3 35 

Vincennes·•••••• ••• ,•••••·••·••••••••·•••· 14,284 82 l, 980 35 6,325 70 10,516 79 7,226 82 5,892 63 4,366 76 3,311 88 3,106 94 1,629 11 1,816 92 

Fort Wayne ...................... ., ........ ................ ................ O It I \I~ I I I IO IO Io ................ ..... , .......... ................ ••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••• ... , ••••••••• 949 73 1,065 12 

Crawfordsville .............................. ................ •••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••• 1,310 55 1,562 67 3,196 B3 2,680 37 3,207 70 

Indinnn1101is ............... , ............... , ................ ·······'· ...... ••••••••••••••• ., .............. ......... ...... ................ 2,651 90 6,651 89 5,911 7:; 3,2·16 83 2,448 94 

30,546 08 5,473 66 15,199 31 18,609 15 13,506 59 ll,258 01 13,150 34 14,ll3 77 14,758 07 10,571 07 10,96·1 03 

ILLINOIS, 

Shawneetown ............................. , 1,871 25 1~818 59 2,343 23 2,159 00 5,292 93 3,749 01 2,342 79 2,569 18 l, 769 93 1,455 93 1,576 62 

Knsknskm .................................. 5,268 45 6,507 86 3,771 69 3,085 11 3,657 30 2,59-1 40 2,693 32 1,092 07 1,372 52 1,544 86 1,303 33 

Edwnrdsv1lle .............................. •••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••• 1,e.11 53 2,502 51 3,954 36 2,936 51 2,216 93 2,565 04 I,526 94 2,114 96 1,662 71 

Springfield , ... , ............................ •••••••••••••••• ................ ................ ................ ................ ..... .......... •••••••••••••••• ................ 
•••••••••••••••• 

1,203 74 2,713 03 

Vnndalin ... , ............................... •••••••••••••••• ............... ••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••• ................ ................ •••••••••••••••• 1,898 56 1,279 01 634 33 855 69 

I'nlestinc ................................... •••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••• ··············•· •••••••••••••••• ................ ................ ............. 966 3-2 1,945 23 1,666 55 1,618 73 

--

7,139 70 8,326 45 7,9·16 45 7,746 62 12,904 59 9,279 92 7,253 04 9,091 17 7,893 63 8,620 37 9,730 11 ' 

-
MISSOURI, 

St, Louis ................................... •••••••••••••••• ................ ................ 
•••••••••••••••• 

4,267 55 5,881 50 3,661 9$ 3,431 22 3,102 20 3,104 49 3,400 02 

Frnnklln .................................... ................ .......... ..... ............... •••••••••••• 988 70 9,259 80 3,803 96 3,116 66 2,284 43 2,555 90 2,051 21 

Capo Glrnrdcnu ........................ , .... •••••••••••••••• ............... ............... ..... ·········· ................ ••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••• 1,881 83 1,100 5-1 1,634 25 1,290 38 

I'nlmyrn .................................... ................ ................ ............... •••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••• ................ ................ •••••••••••••••• ................ 
Lexington , . , , ... , , , . , • , , , , . , , , .. , , , .. , , , . , , ••••••••••••••• ................ ............... ................ .............. ........ ....... ................ ........... .... 

•••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••• 07120 

.............. •••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••• ................ 5,2.'.>6 2.:; 15,141 30 7,465 94 8,459 71 7,087 17 7,30-1 6·1 7,712 SI 

I 
18"..5. 

$1,620 68 
2,110 70 
2,875 67 
,1,645 6·1 
8,579 24 
1,€86 69 
1,211 17 
1,462 53 

21,401 32 

1,968 44 
1,647 46 
I,324 01 
3,281 04 
2,699 14 

J0,920 09 

1,412 05 
1,215 41 
1,449 40 
1,538 M 
1,045 84 
1,2.35 45 

7,916 70 

•••••••••••••• 1,628 68 
3,20s 20 
2,063 I:l 
1,150 22 

S,017 29 

'l'otnl, 

$21,466 90 
63,487 03 
98,323 24 
76,264 18 

155,878 12 
60,767 70 
7,403 26 

H,844 05 

498,434 48 

---
6•1,772 49 
62,106 21 
a,338 86 

15,239 16 
23,613 45 

169,070 ]7 

28,360 55 
34,1~6 32 
22,760 89 
5,455 28 
5,713 43 
7,452 28 

103,848 7S 

26,&18 96 
25,729 34 

9,712 26 
2,063 13 
2,121 42 

66,•175 11 
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Lnn<lofficcs, 

MISSISBll'l'I, 

\\"'~l1lngton ....... , , , , , . , , .• , . , , , • ••,,,. 

Choctnw dbtrlct ...................... .. 

Augu&tn ••• , •• ,,. •••· •••· •••••• ·•··•••••• 

LOVISIANA, 

Opclousns, .. ,,, . .. , , , .• , , , , . , . , . , , , , , . , . 
NcwOrlcnns ......................... .. 

Ounchitn, •••••• ''" •••• •••• •••••••• •••• 

ALA.DAMA. 

Huntsville ............................ .. 
St. Stephen's ......................... .. 
Cahabn ............................... .. 
Tuscnloosn ..... , . , , , , , , , , ., . , • , , , .. , . , , 

Spartn .... ,,., ....••••• , •••••••• ,,,. •··· 

MICllIGA.N, 

Detroit ............................... .. 
l\Ionroo.,, .. ,.,,. ,·., ,. , ..•.. , , .. , .•. , , .. 

ARI{A.NS.-\8 

Dntcsvillc, ............................ .. 
Lllllc Rock ...... , .. ,, .... ,,. .......... . 

FLORIDA, 

'11nllnhnsscc,.,,,., ...... •••••. ••••,,,, • • 

No. 3.-Expenses qf selling the public lands, &c.-Continucd. 

1€00 to 181-l, 1815. 1810, 1817, 1818. 1819. 18~0. 1821. 1822. 

,Sl3, 761 16 $3,901 75 $5,es7 58 $3,002 60 $2,556 16 ::;2,293 13 $1:l,983 08 $4,221 01 $3,007 93 

•••••••••••• •• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••!••••••••••••••••! ••••• •••••••••!•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••!•••••• ••••••••!•••••••••••••••• 
••••••••••••••••l•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••l••••••••••••••••l••••••••••••••••I•••••••••••••••• 1,71·1 i;l 

13,761 16 3,901 75 5,es1 ss 3,90;) 60 2,556 16 2,293 13 15,697 80 

••••••••••••••••I••••••••• ••••••l••••••••••••••••l••••••••••••••••l••••••••••••••••I •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••!••••••••••••••• l••••••••••••••••l••••••••••••••••I••••••••• ••••••I••••••••••••••• 

•••••••••••·• •••l••••••••••••••••l••••••••••••••••I••••••••••••• ••l••••••••••••••••l••••••••••••••••I•••••••••••••••• 

••••••••••••••••!•••••• •••••••••l••••••••••••••••l••••••••••••••••l••••••••••••••••l••••••••••••••••I•••••••••••••••• 

13,900 65 
10,3.,6 12 

2,001 88 
1,995 JO 

3,531 63 
4,110 36 

2,205 47 
6,109 23 
6,eo8 os 

26,455 2j 

0,02-1 80 
6,797 36 

6,288 36 
7,174 22 
o,os1 93 

4,896 88 
4,326 06 
5,409 69 

•••••••••••••••l••••••••••••••••l••••••••••••••••l••••••••••••••••l••••••••••••••••l••••••••••••••••I•••••••••••••••• 

1,093 17 

5,3M 21 

4,840 e6 I 
1,ms 10 

10 56 

6,000 sa I 

3,417 47 
2,462 46 
2,170 20 
5,0;ll 13 

••••••••••••••••!•••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••·I •••••••••••••••1•••••• 11••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

24,2.36 77 4,003 07 7,641 99 15,123 68 39,!l7741 22,514 51 14,63-2 63 13,071 26 

•••••••••••••••l••••••••••••••••l•••••••••••••••·t•••••••••••••••• 1,es5 9,j 1,865 15 1,691 89 1,497 30 

••••••••••••••••l••••••••••••••••I•••••••••••••• •!•••••••••••••••• 1,ess 95 1,865 15 1,691 89 1,497 30 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••l•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••l••••••••••••••••l••••••••••••••••l••••••••••••••••I•••••••••••••••• 

••••••••••••••••\••••••••••••••• l••••••••••••••••l••••••••••••••••l••••••••••••••••I••••••••••••••• !•••••••••••••••• 83:l 05 

••••••••••••••••l••••••••••••••••l••••••••••••••••I••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••• ••••••••••••••• 832:os 

479 18 

3,487 11 

1,168 33 
1,39-2 64 
1,213 6·1 

3,774 61 

3,086 13 
2,393 10 
6,639 76 
4,507 03 

12 18 

rn,63s 20 1 

1,065 54 

1,965 54 

2,208 96 

2,208 06 

182-3. 

66,1-13 O;J I 
2,€il7 16 

•••••••••••••• 

8,971 08 

971 48 

2,658 38 
889 86 

4,519 7:l 

1,783 89 
3,888 79 
2,070 Q,l 

I,56·1 39 
9 71 

9,916 82 

1,879 28 
62.3 40 

2,50·1 68 

819 32 
1,231 77 

2,051 09 

lc:11, 

$3,230 77 
3,403 40 

298 20 

6,93:l 37 

1,110 13 
1,767 18 
1,029 02 

3,9lj 33 

2,223 71 

•••••••••••••••• 
4,230 30 
1,418 53 
1,3:;3 iO 

9,236 27 

2,598 12 
1,401 43 

·11003 55 

1,204 24 
5~ 00 

1,729 2·1 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••l••••••••••••••••l••••••••••••••••I••••••••••••••• •••••••••••• •••••••• •••••••••••l••••••••••••••••I••••••••••••••• l••••••••••••••••I•••••••••••••••• 

1825. 

,S-2, 7€0 07 • 
3,916 59 

74·1 76 

7,471 ,l,! 

1,054 88 
333 31 
786 89 

2,175 08 

4,469 96 

•••••••••••••••• 
............... 

5,091 98 
902 36 

10,464 30 

3,068 67 
1,508 56 

4,577 23 

429 15 
2·19 11 

678 26 

2,228 5t 

Totnl, 

665,669 19 
10,177 15 
•J,330 03 

BO, 176 37 

9,15-1 68 
713G6 97 
:>,929 97 

20,451 62 

7-1,277 28 
48.8-10 33 
43,778 26 
17,603 09 
2,,m 95 

Ieil,776 91 

16,431 90 
3,538 39 

10,990 29 

4,661 67 
2,837 93 

71499 GO 

2,228 51 
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RECAPITULATION 

Of eu~enses ef selling publio lands, from tho opening ef the land offices to December 31, 1825, 

States and Territories, 1800 to 1814, lfil5, 1816,. 1817, 1818, 1810, 1sio. 1621, 18£!2, -
Ohio, ................................... $"..48, MO 78 $34,618 70 $32,055 65 $35,210 33 520,700 88 $18,708 70 $17,124 70 $10,070 78 $20,037 17 

lndinnn. ••.• ••• ••• •••• , •• , •••• •••, •• ,, • , 30,546 08 6,473 66 15,100 31 18,609 15 13,506 59 11,~;;s 01 13,150 31 14,113 77 H,758 07 

Illinois ••• ··••••·••••••••••••••••••·•·•· 7,130 70 s,:120 45 7,940 45 7,740 02 12,904 59 o,mo 0;1 7,!l.'13 04 0,091 17 7,803 63 

Missouri,,,,•••··•·••·••••••••••••••••• ................ ... , ............ 
•••••••••••••••• 

.... , ........... 5,286,25 l/l,141 30 7,465 04 B,459 7l 7,087 17 

MissiesJpr,i. •••••• •·•••• •·•• .,., ,,,, ,,,, 13,761 10 3,901 75 6,887 li8 3,oon oo '1,656 16 2120a rn 15,607 80 11, 3l4 21 a,1s1 11 

Lou.islnn!\ ....•......••• ,,, .... ,,,., ..•.. .. , ............. 
•••••••••••••••• 

.,., ............ •••••••••••••••• ............... •••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••• 0,000 88 3,774 61 

Ala.bnmn, ,,,,,, .. ,, ···• •••• ,,,, .,,, .... !!4,~56 77 4,003 07 7,641 00 15,Ul3 08 39,1!77 41 Dil,514 51 14,03~ 63 13,071 26 16,638 20 

l\.lichignn , .. , , , . , . , , , , , , , ... , , , . , , , . , , , . ••••••••••••••• ................ 
•••••••••••••••• 

... ,, ........... 1,885 OJ 1,865 15 1,001 89 l,49'i' 30 1,985 54 

Arknnsns.,,,,,. ,,, .. ,, •·•••. •••• ,,,, ,.,. ~ It I I If Io I I t I I It O ....... , ... , .... ... , ... , ........ ···•·••t••······ ................ 
•••••••••••••••• 

................ es~ 05 2,208 96 

Floridn ••• ,,. ••••··•••••• •••••••••• •••• ................ ................ •••••••••••••••• ................ •••••••••••••••• ................ ................ .. ............. ................ 
81,00Q 72. , 

-
Aggrcgato ...... •••••• ...... , .. 32·1,560 49 06,S-23 09 os, 730 08 80,592 38 102,147 83 11,oio 40 74,517 Ja 78,450 46 

"· 

TREASOI\Y DEPARTMENT, Register•& Office, Fobrtl«f1J 14, 1827, 

1s2:i, 

$13,173 42 

10,571 07 

8,020 37 

7,304 04 

8,07l 08 

4,M9 7'2 

0,9J6 82 

2,00-1 68 

2,0111 09 

............... 
07,63-2 80 

1824, 1825, Totnl, 

$13,815 83 sm,101 :i-2 $498,434 48 

10,964 03 10,920 09 169,070 17 

9,730 11 7,910 70 103,848 75 

7,Wl 81 s,0,11 29 66,475 11 

6,03:l 37 7,•171 42 801 176 37 

s,0111 33 2,175 08 20,451 62 

8,236 27 10,464 30 186, 77G 91 

4,00:l 53 4,577 2:1 19,990 29 

1,729 24 678 26 7,499 60 

.......... , ..... 2,9-2.8 54 2,228 54 

08,038 04 7J,8SO 23 1,154,951 84 

JOSEPH NOURSE, Rcgi.tcr, 
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182'r.] PURCHASE OF LANDS FROM INDIAN , ETC. 909 

No. 4. 

Statement exhibiting special sales ef public lands prior to the organization ef the land offices. 

Sales of public lands. 

Year. \Vhere and to wl1om sold. Deposits for-
feited. 

Totnl proceeds. Remarks. 

Quantity . Purcho.se money. 

.llcrcs. 
17&7 New York .•••.•••••••••••••••. 72,974 $87,3-25 59 $29,782 65 $117,108 24 
li!.l-2 To the Stnte of Pennsylvania .•. 20-2,187 151,640 25 

•••••••••••••••• 
151,640 25 Paid in certificates of public debt. 

179-2 John Cleves Symmes ••••••••• 272,540 189,693 00 ......... •••••• 189,693 00 Paid in army land warrants. 
179-2 Ohio Company •••..••••••••••. l:"9-2,900 642,&36 66 

•••••••••••••••• 
642,856 66 Paid in certificates of public debt and 

army land warrants. 
1700 P1tt,;burg •••• ••••.••••••.•••••• 43,446 99,901 59 525 94 100,427 53 

1,484,047 1,171,417 09 30,308 59 1,201,725 68 

TnE.1.sunv DEPARTMENT, Register's Office, Fe/.,rua-ry 14, 1827. .. , JOSEPH NOURSE, Register • 

No. 5. 

/5'latement exhibiting the net amount ef public lands sold in the several States and Territories, ofter deducting 
la,1ds ret·erted and relinqvi.shed; also the amount ef purchase money thereqf, including interest and moneys 

fo1:feited,frr.nn the yea1· 1787 to December 31, 1825. 

States nnd Territories. 

Totnl in Ohio •••••••••.••••.••••••••••••••••• 

Indiana••••••••····•·········•••••••• 
Illinois •..••••••.•••••.••.••••••••••. 

Missouri••••·•··•••••••·····•·•···•• 
1\Iis::::is::-ippi ......................... . 
Alabama ••.••••••••••••••..•.••••••. 

Louisiana•••·•··•·••••·••··•••••••·· 
J\lichigan •••••• ••···• •••··· •·•••• •••• 
Arkansas •••••• •···•••••···•··• •••••• 
Florida ••.•••••••••••••••••••••••.••• 

.. 

Net amount of sales, after deducting 
lands reverted and relinquished • 

.llcrcs. 
,2,974.00 
43,446.61 

892,900.00 
272,MO.OO 

7,496,854.74 

s, 778, 715.J5 
3,068,86$.42 
1,222,442.25 

980,372.41 
1, 15;;,562.28 
3,496,369.68 

150,37.3.67 
291,839.28 
:39,177.61 
55,689.08 

$117,108 24 
100,427 53 

642,856 66 
189,693 00 

15,185,033 32 

16,23.3,123 75 
5,611,197 22 
1,729,145 5S 
1,971,217 84 
2,220, 132 81 

11,763,3.31 88 
265,907 22 
416,096 07 
49,115 90 
90,591 9-2 

40, 351, &.oO 19 

Remarks. 

Sales at New York in 17f:57. 
Sales at Pittsburg in 1796. 
Sales to the Ohio Company. 
Sales to J. C. Symmes and associates. 
Sales at the land offices in the Stnte. 

Including lands sold at Cincinnati, situate in Indiana. 
Including lands sold at Vincennes, 8ituate in Illinois.* 

Including lands sold at St. Stephen's, situate in J\Iississippi.• 

* In consequence of the balances due on these lands being a charge on tbe_respective offices_at which they were sold. 

TRE.\SURV DEPARTMENT, Register's Office, Fe/.,ruary 14, 1827. 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
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No. 6. 

Statement exhwiting the amount paid by purchasers on account ef public lands, the balances due by individuals, 
and the amount ef purcha_se money, including interest paid and money Joifeited, from the opening ef the 
land offices in 1800 to December 31, 1825. 

States nnd Territories. Land offices. 

Ohio • • • • • • . . . . . . • • . . • • • . • • • • Marietta....... • • •• • • ..••.•. 

Indiana •••••• ·•·•··•·•••··•· 

Zanesvfne ••..•••••••• •••··· 
Steubenville ••••.•••••...•••• 
Chilicol!ie •••.•.•••••..•••... 
Cincinnati .......... ......... . 
,vooster . ................... . 
Piqua ..••.•••••••.••••••••. 
Delaware •••••••.••• •·••••·· 

Jeffersonville .......... •••••· 
Vincennes .................. . 
Fort \Vnyne ••••••• •••••· •••. 
Crawfordsville ••••••.•••.••.. 
Indianapolis .•.•..••••••.••.•. 

Illinois . . • .. •• • . • • • . . . .. •• • • • . Shawneetown ••..••••.•.•... 
Kaskaskia ................. . 
Edwardsville •••••••••••••••. 
Springfield ••••••••.•••.•••••. 
Vandalia .••••••.••••••••.•. 
Palestine•••• •....... ....... 

lllissouri... . •• • • • . • • • . . . • • • • • • St. Louis .••.••.•••••••..••.. 

Louisiana. 

l\Iississ1ppi ....... .... •••••• 

Alabama ••••.•..•.•••••••••••. 

lllichignn ................ •••••· 

Arkansas .•.••.... •••••••••••• 

Florida ...... ••·•••••• 
•••••••• 

Franklin •.••••.••••••.•.••.• 
Cape Girardeau .••.•••.•••••• 
Palmyra .......••••.•.....•••• 
Lexington ........... •••• ... . 

Opelousas •••··•••••········ 
New Orleans •••• •••••. •••••. 
Ouachita ••••••••••••••••••. 

,Vashington. ••••• .• ........ 
Choctaw district .•••••.•••••. 

Augusta··•••••••·•••·•••••••• 

Huntsville ••••• ••••••···· •••• 
St. Stephen's •••••••••••••••. 
Cahaba .••••••••.•••••••••••• 
Tuscaloosa .................. 
Sparta ••••••••••••••••••.•••• 

Detroit••••••·••••• •••••••••• 
l\Ionroc • ........... •••••• •.. 

Batesville·••••••••••••••••• 
Little Rock •••••••••••••••••• 

Tallahassee ••••• , ••• , •••.•.•. 

Paid to purchasers. Due by iudividunls. Purchasemoney,in­
cluding interest nnd 
forfeitures. 

$320,494 73 
1,659,327 94 
3,099,964 93 
2,130,943 26 
5,113,478 01 
1,685,984 71 

41,147 16 
388,313 87 

14,439, 654 61 

1,803,419 70 
1,817,995 42 

16,108 57 
417,674 95 
852,436 65 

4,907,635 29 

495,315 9-2 
296,043 99 
394,242,79 
110,279 37 
17,123 89 
59,657 28 

1,372,663 24 

560,497 24 
905,518 88 
69,598 17 
23,566 13 
25,210 99 

l,fi84, 391 41 

56,195 03_ 
157,731 58 

4,760 68 

218,687 29 

1,481,590 71 
197,154 03 
14,631 46 

1,693, 376 20 

2,884,947 47 
1,091,890 28 
2,068,883 33 

512,477 30 
53,233 86 

6,6ll,422 24 

335,168 13 
43,257 50 

378,425 63 

40,154 12 
s,961 78 

49,115 90 

90,591 9-2 

$-28,881 58 
119,013 17 
81,568 26 
96,2-08 52 

301,751 09 
117,961 09 

745,383 71 

309,939 82 
393,622 11 

703,561 93 

20-2,265 07 
81,384 39 
72,83-2 88 

356,482 34 

293,082 41 
93,744 0-2 

386,826 43 

47,219 93 

47,219 93 

526,756 61 

•••••••••••••••••••• .................... 
526,756 61 

2,298,213 66 
707,752 04 

2,145,963 94 .................... .................... 
5, 151, 9-29 64 

37,670 44 .................... 
37,670 44 

•••••••••••••••••••• .................... 
•••••••••••••••••••• 
.................... 

$349,376 31 
1,778,341 11 
3,881,533 l9 
2,227,151 78 
5,415,229 10 
l,&>3,945 80 

41,147 16 
3&l,313 87 

15,185,038 32 

2,u3,359 52 
2,211,617 53 

16,108 57 
417,674 95 
8.52,436 65 

5,611,197 22 

697,580 99 
377,428 38 
467,075 67 
110,279 37 
11,123 89 
5?,657 28 

1,729,145 58 

853,579 65 
999,262 90 
69,598 17 
23,566 13 
2;;,210 99 

1,9il,217 84 

103,414 96 
157,731 58 

4,760 68 

265,907 2ll 

2,008,347 32 
197,154 03 
14,631 46 

2,220,132 81 

5, 183, 161 13 
1,799,642 32 
4,214,847 27 

512,477 30 
53,223 86 

11,763,351 88 

372,838 57 
43,257 50 

416,096 07 

40,154 12 
s,961 78 

49,115 90 

90,591 9-2 

Remarks. 

To December 31, 1821. 

To l\lay 27, 1824. 
To December 31, 1824. 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Land offices. Paid by purchasers. Due by individuals. Purclmse money, in­
cluding interc,t and 
forfeitures. 

Ohio ......................................................................... . 
Indiana ..................................................................... .. 
Illinois ...................................................... : ................. . 

l\li::s.ouri ••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••• •··• •·•• •··· •··· •··• ••·· •··· •··· •··· •···· • 
Loui·=:iann ...... ............................................................... • 
l\Iinbippi .................................................................... . 

Alabama ....................... •··••···········•··••· ....................... . 
Michigan •••••••••••••• ., ••••• ·······••••··•·•········•·•····• •••••••••••••••••• 
Arkansas ..................................................................... . 
Florida ....................................................................... . 

'l'otal ............................................................ . 

$14,439,65! 61 
4,907,635 29 
1,372,663 24 
1,584,391 41 

218,687 29 
1,693,376 20 
6,611, 422 24 

378,425 63 
49,115 90 
90,591 9-2 

31, 345, 963 73 

:";74S,333 71 
703,561 93 
356,482 34 
336,826 43 
47,219 93 

526,756 61 
5,151,9-29 64 

37,670 44 

7,955,831 03 

Sl5,18S,03$ 32 
5,611,197 22 
1, 729, 14:; 5$ 
1,971,217 8! 

265,907 22 
2, 22J, 132 81 

11,763,351 88 
416,096 07 
49,115 90 
90,591 9-2 

39,301,794 76 

Non:,-The proceeds oftlw sales of certain lands in Ohio, retrocedcd to the United ::itates by the United Brcthren,and the proceeds of the sales of 
certam lands in l\lississippi appropriated to support Choctaw schools, arc not included in the above table. JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 

Tm:.-suny DEP-'RT!•IENT, Regi,tc,'s Office, February 14, 1827. 

No. 'r. 

Statement e:r.hibiting tlte amount of foifeitures which accrued annually in the set'eral land offices in the respective 
Statesfrom the year 1800 to December 31, 1825. 

Years. Ohio. Indiana. Illinois. l\Iissonri. Mississippi. Alabama. l\Iichigan. Total. 

1€00 .......................................... . 
1€01 .......................................... . 
]€0·' .......................................... . 

:$140 00 
1,100 00 

39i 24 
245 00 

1,487 69 

···········• ............ ············ ... ········ ............ ············ 
suo oo 

1,100 00 
397 24 
24;; 00 

1,487 69 

1€03 .......................................... . 
1€04 .......................................... . 
11:0;; ......................................... . 
1€06 .......................................... . 
1€07 .......................................... . 

1808 ••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••• •••••• •••••••• 
1809, ........................................ .. 
1810 .......................................... . 
1811 ......................................... . 
1812 .......................................... . 
1813 .......................................... . 
1-314 .......................................... . 

1815 ...... , ............ •••••••••••• •••••••••••• 
l8Ul ......................................... .. 
]817 .......................................... . 
1818 .......................................... . 
1819 .......................................... . 
1820 ......................................... . 
18~1 .......................................... . 

16;')
1 

• ••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••• •••••••••••• 

]6:)3 .......................................... . 
18'4 .......................................... . 

1.040 91 
3,672 87 
3,552 08 
4,372 09 

13,986 32 
39,009 88 
69,769 17 
23,0-23 12 
59,220 06 
5,8.31 OJ 
6,632 44 

12,958 48 
15,8,9 27 
4,8!9 07 
1,140 78 

345 25 
694 03 
99 06 
4 78 

27,739 41 

;5435 04 
113 19 
113 68 
64 00 

318 53 
1,819 04 
8,044 53 
3,351 89 
4,877 55 
5,8!9 43 
6,148 03 
2,870 20 
1,479 09 

413 00 
212 83 
198 76 

289 03 

Sl5S 51 •••••••••••• 
560 80 •••••••••••• 
472 !J-2 •••••••••••• 

1,371 52 •••••••••••• 
4,03.'i 42 $487 28 
2,995 56 11,942 29 

982 14 670 08 
205 09 •••••••••••• 

24 1 60 
1 JO 18 80 

7,421 75 121 69 

$112 98 ,:;~120 
129 91 152 57 
150 0-2 458 49 
345 87 287 36 

12,070 12 48 00 
10-2 61 914 58 

32,500 77 344 17 
8,574 69 1,860 90 
5,944 9S 8,608 22 
5,673 74 15,635 21 
1,962 12 25,919 20 

325 97 8,208 91 
769 61 939 90 

............ 1,970 11 
280 00 ............ 

7,419 20 579 42 

,$25 22 

•••••••••••• 
•••••••••••• 
•••••••••••• 
•••••••••••• 
•••••••••••• 
•••••••••••• 
•••••••••••• 
•••••••••••• 

275 8! 
393 72 

66 06 

•••••••••••• 
•••••••••••• 
•••••••••••• 
•••••••••••• 

1,040 91 
3,672 87 
3,987 12 
1,4e;; 2s 

14,529 •to 

39,356 36· 
70,696 21 
2S,475 39 
79,332 71 
I0,378 64 
44,915 73 
29,716 42 
37,962 0-2 
33,8$6 76 
45,832 76 
11,01141 
2,621 46 
2,269 77 

304 68 
43,570 50 

297,220 05 :➔.J,597 82 18,265 05 13,241 74 76,362 59 66,218 24 760 8! 508,666 33 

TRE.\S.llRY DEPART:OIENT, Register's Office, Feltruary 14, 1827. JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 

GENERAL LAND OFFICE, February 14, 182'1. 
Sm: In compliance, in part, with a resolution of the Senate, dated May 16, 1826, I have the honor to 

submit the statement marked A, which exhibits the quantity of land purchased by the United States, the 
quantity of public lands surveyed previous to January 1, 1826, and the estimated quantity of the public 
lands remaining unsold January 1, 1826. 

The quantities of the lands purchased have been ascertained, as far as practicable, from actual 
surveys, and, in default of such, by geometrical calculations made from the best maps. The quantities of 
the lands surveyed have been taken from the surveys which have be<:n returned to this office, and do not 
include large quantities of land, particularly in the States of Mississippi and Louisiana, which are known 
to have been surveyed previous to January 1, 1826; but the returns for which have not yet been for­
warded to this office. 'l'his item also includes the amount of lands surveyed for Indian reservations 
surrounded by the public lands, but the amount of such reservations have not been included in the column 
of purchased lands. The tabular,statements accompanying this report, numbered from No. 1 to No. 10, 
will exhibit the data on which the column showing the amount of land remaining unsold in each State and 
Territory is formed. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, GEO. GRAHAM. 
Hon. RICHARD RusH, Secretary of the Treasury. 
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.A. 

Statement exhibiting the quantity ef public land purcha.sed by the United States in each Stale and Territory, 
the quantity actually suri:eyed, suri:eys ef which hai:e been recei'ced at the General Land Office, and the esti­
mated quantity remaining unsold on January 1, 1826. 

State or Territory ol- Quantity of public land Quantity of public land 
purchased by the U. ;surveyed to January 

Quantity of public land 
remaining unsold Jan­
uary I, 1826. 

Ohio •.•.••••••••••••••.....••••••.......••.•....•••••••••.••••.......••. 
Indiana •••••••••.•.•..•••.•..•...•••.•.....•.•...•..•.••.•.•.•••...•.•.•. 
Illinois ••••••••••••••••••.•...••••••.•..••••••.......•..•....••••.•••.•.. 
~Iicbigan .............................................................. . 
1'Iissouri ............................................................... . 
Arkansas •••••••• •·•··•···••• ••..•..•....•••....•.....•••.•••.•.••.•....• 
Louisiana ............................................................... . 
!\Iississippi . ............................................................. . 
Alabama .•..•••.•.•••••.....•••..•.•.•.•••••••.•.•.....••.••..••.•••••.•. 
Florida •.....•...•.••••...••.••.....•.•......•.••••••••.•.•..•.••••.•••••. 

Total •••••••••.•.••.•••.••••••••••••••••••..•••.•••.•••.••. 

States. I, 18:.'6. 

.llcres. 
24,388,745.80 
16,060,036. 70 
29,517,262.62 
17,561,470.00 
39,119,018.89 
33,661,120.00 
31,463,040.00 
14, 1~8,454.00 
24,482, 159 83 
31,254,120.00 

261,695,427.84 

.llcrcs. 
17,820,852 80 
16,546,538.70 
27,530,748.31 
6,248,348.51 

22,387,577 .65 
11,353,619.03 
2,768,663.68 
s, 733,928.78 

2:l,60-2, 754.83 
2,995, l!J-2 09 

138,988,2-24.38 

.!1<:rcs • 

6,19I,9'.:l7.53 
12,131,461.90 
24,161,662.93 
16,600,554.26 
35,522,350.69 
31,441,309.31 
23,39-2,60-2.67 
U,643,275.05 
20,268,863.58 
30,237, 952.17 

213,591,060.09 

GEORGE GRAHA;\I. 
TREASURY DEP.<RTilENT, General Land Office, February 14, 1827. 

No. 1.-OHIO. 

'l'able showing the quantily ef land in the State ef Ohio, and the manner ef its approp1iation. 

Acres. 

Quantity of purchased land in the State........................................... 24,388,'r45.80 

Of which the following items are appropriated: 
Virginia military lands ........................................... . 

United States revolutionary military­
In Zanesville district. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 640,490.69 
In Chilicothe district . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 821,l'r6.0'r 

Connecticut reservation, including free lands ......................... . 
Two townships granted for Athens College ........................... . 
One township for an academy, act of March 3, 1803, in lieu of the one granted 

to J.C. Symmes for same purpose, act of May 5, l'r92 ............. . 
Donation tract to Ohio Company, act of April 21, l 'I92 ................. . 
Saline reservations in the State ..................................... . 
Grant to Arnold H. Dohrman ....................................... . 
Grant to French inhabitants of Galliopolis ........................... . 
Grant of three sections to Ebenezer Zane ............................ . 
Grant to State, for road from Connecticut reserve to Perrysburg ........ . 
Grant of Schoenbrun, Gnadenhutten, and Salem, to the United Brethren .. . 

Acres ................................................... . 
One-thirty-sixth part of purchased land in the State is reserved by law for 

common schools .............................................. . 
Sold to Ohio Company ............................................. . 
Sold to John Cleves Symmes, including the township for an academy .... . 
Net quantity of public land sold at New York ........................ . 
Net quantity of public land sold at Pittsburg ......................... . 
Net quantity of public land sold at the land offices in the State to January 

1, 1826, which includes land sold at Cincinnati, lying in Indiana ..... 

3, 'r09,484.00 

1,461,666.'r6 
3,26'r,910.00 

46,080.00 

23,040.00 
100,000.00 
23,680.00 
20,480.00 
25,200.00 

1,920.00 
49,l 'I'r.00 
12,000.00 

8,'r40,63'r.'r6 

6'r'r;465.16 
892,900.00 
2'r2,540.00 

'r2,9'I4.00 
43,446.61 

'r,496,854.'r4 

Quantity of public land remaining unsold ......................................... . 

18,l 96,818.2'r 

6,l 91,92'r.53 
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No. 2.-INDI.AN.A. 

Table showing the qiw:fliity of land purchased in the Staie of Indwna, and the manner of iis appropriation. 

Acru, 

.Amount of purchased land in the State............................................ 16,060,036.70 

Of which the following items are appropriated: 
Amount of private claims .......................................... . 
Donation to Canadian volunteers .................................... • 
Two townships granted to the State for a seminary of learning, act of .April 

19, 1816 ..................................................... ; 
Granted, not exceeding one township, for saline purposes, act of .April 19, 

1816 ........................................................ . 
Four sections granted for seat of government ........................ . 

One thirty-sixth part of purchased land is reserved by law for common 
schools ...................................................... . 

Net quantity of public land sold at the land offices in the State, to January 
1, 1826, which includes lands sold at Vincennes, lying in Illinois ..... 

2'77,274.25 
64,640.00 

46,080.00 

23,040.00 
2,560.00 

413,594.25 

446,112.13 

3,068,868.42 
3, 928,5'14.80 

Quantity of public land remaining unsold............ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12,131,461.90 

No. 3.-ILLINOIS. 

Table showing the quantity of purchased land in the State of fllinois, and the manner of iis appropriation. 

Acres . 
.Amount of purchased land in the State, to January 1, 1826........................... 29,517,262.62 

Of which the following items are appropriated: 
.Amount of private claims .......................................... . 
8aline reservations in Shawneetown district, including the Great Wabash 

reserve ............... : ...................................... . 
Saline reservations on the Vermilion river . . . . . ...................... . 
.Amount of military locations ........................................ . 
Four sections granted to State for seat of government .................. . 
One township for seminary of learning, selected ....................... . 
One township for seminary of learJ!ing, part selected ................... . 

One thirty-sixth part of the purchased land is reserved by law for common 

1'19,904.23 

181,256.33 
24,872.92 

2,878,560.00 
2,560.00 

23,040.00 
23,040.00 

3,313,233.48 

schools . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 819,923.96 
Net quantity of public land sold at the land offices in the State, to January 

1, 1826. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,222,442.25 
5,355,599.69 

Quantity of public land remaining unsold.......................................... 24,161,662.93 

No. 4.-MICHIG.AN. 

Table showing the quantity of land purchased in the Territory of Michigan, and the manner of iis appropriation . 

.Acres . 
.Amount of purchased land in the Territory . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 '1,561,470.00 

Of which the following items are appropriated: 
.Amount of private claims ........................................... . 
Donation tract for public buildings ................................... . 
One township granted for seminary of learning in Detroit district, act of 

March 26, 1804 .................................... ~ ............ . 

One thirty-sixth part of the purchased land is reserved by law for common 
schools ...................................................... . 

Net quantity of public land sold in the Territory, to January 1, 1826 ..... . 

148,21'1.85 
10,000.00 

23,040.00 

181,257.85 

48'1,818.61 
291,839.28 

960,915.'14 

Quantity of public land remaining unsold.... . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16,600,554.26 

VOL. IV--115 0 
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No. 5.-MISSOURI. 

Table showing the quantity ef purchu.sed land in the Stale ef Missouri, and the manner ef its appro-priation . 

.Acres. 
Amount of purchased land, it being the total within the State limits.................. 39,119,018.89 

Of which the· following•iteins are appr'opriafed:· • 
Amount of private claims ..................... • .... : ................. . 
_Two townships granted fqr a ~eJP:inary ~f )!3~rnil).g,_ ae3ts qf February l'r, 

1818, and March· 6, 1820 .................................................. . 
Amount of militai:y locations ............... : ......................... -
Saline reservations allowed by act of March 6, 1820 ......................... . 
Donations to State for seat of government, act of March 6, 1820 ......... . 

966,086.52 

46,080.00 
468,960.00 
46,080.00 

2,449.86 

1,529,656.38 
One thirty-sixth part of the-purchased land ·is. reserved by law for common 

schools . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . l,086,63j).41 
Net quantity of public land sold in the State, to January 1, 1826 : . . . . . . . . 980,372.41 

Quantity of public land remaining unsold; which quantity includes all the 
unconfirmed private claims in the State ....................................... . 

.. No. 6.-ARKANSAS. 

3,596,668.20 

35,522,350.69 

Tcwle sho?dng the quantity ef land purchased in the Territory ef Arkansas, and the manner ef its appropriation . 

.Acres. 

Amount of purchased land in the 1'erritory . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33,661,120.00 

Of which the following items are appropriated: 
Amount of private claims .......... : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59,681.9'T 
Appropriated for satisfying militai:y warrants of the late war . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,162,880.00 
One township granted for seminary of learning, to be located on the waters 

of the Arkansas river, act of Februai:y 1 '1, 1818 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23,040.00 

One thirty-sixth part of the purchased· laud is -reserved·by law for common 
schools ............ • ..... • .• .• .. • .•.•.• .. ·.·.·.·.-.· .-.·.-.-: .-: : . .-. .-........... . 

Net quantity of public land sold·to J"anuai:y l; 1826'.-................... . 

l,245,601.9'T 

935,031.11 
39,17'T.51 

2,219,810.69 
Quantity of public land remaining unsold, ·which quantity includes all the 

unconfirmed private claims in the Territory. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31,441,309.31 

_. • • •••• ·No: Y.~t01::risiANA.. • • • • 

Table showing the quantity ef land purchased "in the. Siate cl Louisiana, and the ma'!l-ner ef its appropriation. 

Amount of purchased ·land incl tides the ·total of" tlie land fo "tlie State, estimated. . . . . . . . 31,463,040.00 

Of which the following items are appropriated: 
Two townships granted for seminai:y of learning, act March 3, 1811. . . . . . . 46,080.00 
The private claims in this State are numerous, the surveys of which are so 

limited, and returns so few, it is impossible to give a correci statement 
of the number of acres the claimants are entitled to, including grants 
and donations from the French, Spanish, English, and American gov-
ernments, they may be estimated· at:. : . : .. : .. : ..... : : : : . . . . . . . . . . 5,000,000.00 

5,046,080.00 
One thirty-sixth part of purchased land is reserved by law for common schools 8'T3, 981. 66 
Net quantity of public land sold to Januai:y 1, 1826: .. : ..... :. : : . . . . . . . . 150,375. 6'T 

Quantity of public land remaining unsold ......................................... . 

No. 8.-MISSISSIPPI. 

6,070,43'T. 33 

25,392,602. 6'1 

Tcwle showing the quantity ef land purchased in the State of Mississi'ppi, and the manner ef its appropriation . 

Amount of purchased land in the State lying north of 31 ° of latitude. . . . . . . . . . . . .... . 
Land lying south of 31 ° of latitude, estimated by Tanner's Atlas ................. • .... . 

Owned by the United States originally ........................................... . 

.J1cres, 

12,4 'T 4,854. 00 
1,713,600.00 

14,188,454. 00 
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Brought forward. . . . . . . . . . . . .......................... . 
Of which the following items are appropriated, lying north of 31 ° of latitude-: - . 

Amount of private claims, surveys of which have not been received at the _ 
General Land Office............................................ 564,451.88 

Amount of private claims, surveys of which are on file in the General Lan:d -
Office, January 1, 1827....................................... ...... 17,432.12 

Two townships granted for seminary of learning, ( see act February 20, 1819,) 46,080. 00 
Fifty-four sections appropriated for support of Indian schools by treaty of 

October 18, 1820 ......................... , ..................... . 
Two sections granted for seat of government to State, act February 20, 1819 
Four sections granted to Indians by treaty, January 20, 1825 ........... . 
One thirty-sixth part of purchased land is reserved by law for common schools 

. 34,560.00. _ 
1,280 .-00 
2,560.00 

394,123.72 
--'-----

915 

14,188,454.00 

. l,060,48.7. 72. . 
Net quantity of public land sold to ,January 1, 1826 ...................... 1,484,691.23 

• • • • • • • • • 2;545,178. 95 

Quantity of public land remaining unsold ............................ : ..... • ...... : . • • 11,643,275.05 

N orE.-Quantity of land sold includes those lands lying in Mississippi which were sold at the St. 
Stephen's land office, Alabama, and all the private claims in the State lying south of 31 ° of latitude. 

No. 9.-ALABAMA. 

Table showing the quantity ql land purchased in the Stale q.f Alabama, and the manner of its appropriation . 

.Beres. 

Amount of purchased land in the State............................................ 24,482,159.83 

Of which the following items are appropriated: 
Amount of surveyed private claims ................................. . 
.Amount of private claims selected from surveys ...................... . 
Four townships to French emigrants, for the cultivation of the vine and olive 
Two townships granted to State for seminary of learning, act March 3, 1819 
One township granted to Connecticut for the education of deaf and dumb .. 
Indian reservations, of 12 miles square, within the surveyed district ..... . 
Amount of Indian selections from the public surveys ................... . 
One town lot granted to State, act March 2, 1819 ...................... . 
One township granted for use of salines, same act ..................... . 

57,909.35 
13,230.23 
90,995.95 
46,080.00 
23,040.00 
92,160.00 
1'1,920.00 
1,620.00 

23,040.00 

365,995.53 
One thirty-sixth part of purchased land is reserved by law for common schools 680,059.99 
Net quantity of public land sold to January 1, 1826, in the State ........ 3,167,240.73 

4,213,296.25 

Quantity of public land remaining unsold ........................ ; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20,268,863.58 

NoTE.-The quantity of public land sold at St. Stephen's, lying in Mississippi, is deducted from the 
amount of sales, and added t-0 the Mississippi item of sold land. 

All private claims lying south of 31 ° of latitude are included in the quantity of public land remaining 
unsold. 

No. 10.-FLORIDA. 

Table showing the quantity of land in the Territory ef Florida, and the manner ef its appropriation. 

Amount of purchased land, being an estimate of all in the Territcry, except the 
Indian possession, surveyed by order of the War Department, of 4,032,940 
acres ............................................... ••••••·•••••· 

Of which the following items are appropriated: 
Selected for Deaf and Dumb .Asylum of the State of Kentucky ............. . 
Township one north, of range one east, selected by General Lafayette, and 

patented to him .................................................. . 
Granted for seat of government, town of Tallahassee ..................... . 
Two townships granted for seminary of learning, act March 3, 1823 ........ . 

23,040.00 

23,028.50 
160.25 

46,080.00 

92,308.75 
One thirty-sixth part of purchased land is reserved by law for common schools 868,170.00 
Net quantity of public land sold to January 1, 1826. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55,689.08 

Acres. 

31,254,120.00 

1,016,167.83 

Quantity of public land remaining unsold, which includes all grants and private 
claims under the British and Spanish governments.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30,237,952.1 'T 
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Statement exhibiting the estimated qwntity of unceded land and resen;ations of Tana in tM j5ossesiion of the 
Indians in each State and Territory wherein the pJJ,blic lands are situated, January 1, 1826. 

Ohio ....................... . 

Indiana .................... . 

Illinois ..................... . 

Michigan, on the peninsula ... . 

Missouri, none. 

Arkansas ................... . 

L~ui~ia?a,. none. 
M1Ss1ss1pp1 ................. . 

Alabama ................... . 

Florida .................... . 

Acres ................. . 

19TH CONGRESS.] 

409,501.60 Indian reservations. 

{ 
5,500,000.00} Ind" t· 

899,632_00 ian reserva ions. 

6,424,640.00 

{
7,283,920.00} I d" t· 

55,440_00 n ian reserva ions. 

{
4,316,400.00 Cherokee lands. 
3,317,'l60.00 Choctaw lands. This item was included by mistake in 

the table of unsold lands. 

14-, 188,454.00 

{ 
9,492,o41.oo} Indian reservations. 

27,025.00 
4,032,640.00 

55,947,453.60 

No. 580. 

LAND CLAIM IN INDIAN A. 

[2D SESSION. 

cmIMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 21, 1827. 

Mr. MooRE, of Alabama, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom were referred the petition 
and documents of the heirs of Jeremiah Buckley, deceased, reported: 

That George Musser, Sarah Musser, John Smith, and Margaret Smith, James G. Ennis, and Catharine 
Ennis, the petitioners, represent: That about June 11, 1796, Jeremiah Buckley, of the State of Pennsylvania, 
purchased of one T. Dubois, then of the territory northwest of the river Ohio, a tract of land containing­
one hundred acres, situate on the Wabash river, about three miles above the town of Vincennes, for the 
consideration of one hundred and forty dollars, and shortly thereafter returned to Pennsylvania and deceased, 
leaving the said Sarah, Margaret, and Catharine, and one son, namely, Thomas Buckley, his infant heirs, 
of tender years; that afterwards the said Sarah intermarried with George Musser, Margaret with John 
Smith, and Catharine with James G. Ennis, all living now, and citizens of the county of Warren, and State 
of Kentucky; that the said Thomas Buckley has sold and transferred his interest in the same to the said 
John Smith. That the said Dubois, subsequent to the sale and contract as above to the said Buckley, viz: 
about June 11, 1803, conveyed one hundred arpents of the said land, equal to eighty-five acres, to the United 
States for the purpose of erecting a garrison, &c., and made a deed of conveyance accordingly, from which 
it also appears that the said Dubois recognized the conveyance made to the said Buckley, and provided 
therein for indemnity from the United States, in case the heirs of the said Buckley should ever call on him 
or his heirs for the land. The petitioners affirm that Dubois sold to the said Buckley one hundred acres, 
and not one hundred arpents,' as represented by the deed to the United States. They now ask a retro ces­
sion of the land, and compensation for the destruction of timber, &c., during the time it was occupied by 
the troops of the United States. 

The material facts, as set forth, relative to the contract by Dubois to Buckley, and the deed subse­
quently made by Dubois to the United States, are satisfactorily proved by documentary evidence. It is 
also proven by the affidavit of three persons, certified by a magistrate to be respectable citizens of Knox 
county, Indiana, that the United States kept possession of the said land from 1803 to about 1813; that 
during this time the timber was destroyed, or made use of for building the garrison, &c., and that its value 
might be estimated at something like four hundred dollars. 

_ The committee are of opinion that the prayer of the petitioners, as relates to the retroccssion of the 
land, is reasonable and just, and report a bill for that purpose; but, as respects the amount demanded for 
the timber and use of the land, they consider this extravagant, but propose to give a reasonable compen­
sation, which is also provided for in the bill herewith reported. 

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of .America in Congress assembled: 
The undersigned, the legal heirs and tepresentatives of Jeremiah Buckley, deceased, formerly of 

Pennsylvania, respectfully represent: That the said Jeremiah, their ancestor, on or about June 11, 1796, 
purchased of one Touissaint Dubois, of Vincennes, in Indiana, one hundred acres of land, in Knox county, 
about three miles above the town of Vincennes, on the Wabash river, the metes and bounds whereof are 
described in the said Dubois' agreement with Buckley, herewith filed, and marked A; that the said one 
hundred acres so purchased of the said Dubois was valuable and heavily timbered; that their father, the 
said Jeremiah Buckley, shortly after his said purchase, departed this life, leaving your petitioners infants 
of tender years; that since they have arrived at age and investigated the said purchase, they find that said 
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Dubois, by deed bearing date September 11, 1803, conveyed the said one hundred acres, or rather one 
hundred arpents, of the same to the United States, which deed is duly recorded in the county of Knox 
aforesaid. Your petitioners would also state that, by reference to said deed, a copy of which is herewith 
exhibited, marked B, the said Dubois recognizes the sale so made to your petitioners' ancestor, and provides 
therein for an indemnity from the United States in case the heirs of said Buckley should ever call on him 
or his heirs for the land. Your petitioners do not admit that said Dubois sold to their ancestor one hundred 
arpents only, as he bas represented in said deed of conveyance, but they insist upon the sale and purchase 
of one hundred acres. 

Your petitioners do not admit that their ancestor owed the said Dubois any balance for said land, nor 
for money paid as security, which said Dubois has claimed and received of the United States; the receipt 
of said Dubois for the full amount of the purchase money of said land is herewith filed, marked C. 

Your petitioners would further state that at the time the United States took possession of said land 
under the purchase from Dubois the timber thereon was very valuable, and that the United States officers, 
soldiers, and agents, as they are informed, have cut down, taken off, and destroyed the whole of the timber 
on the same, or nearly so; that they are informed that the timber so taken off and used by the United 
States was reasonably worth $800. Your petitioners are informed that the United States occupied part 
of the same for a garrison and fort, &c., but that it is not any longer needed by the government for such 
purposes. Your petitioners, the premises considered, pray that the title to said land may be conveyed to 
and invested in them; and that they may be compensated for the timber so taken, used, and destroyed by 
the officers, soldiers, and agents of the government, with interest thereon from September, 1803, until paid, 
and such reasonable sum for the occupancy thereof as may be deemed reasonable and just. 

They represent that said Jeremiah Buckley died, leaving Sarah Musser, late Sarah Buckley, Margaret 
Smith, late Margaret Buckley, Catharine Ennis, late Catharine Buckley, and Thomas Buckley, his only 
children, Lis heirs and representatives; that the said Sarah intermarried with George Musser, the said 
:Margaret with John Smith, and the said Catharine with James G. Ennis, all living, and citizens of the 
county of Warren and State of Kentucky; that the said Thomas has sold and transferred his interest in 
the same to said John Smith, as per his writing herewith filed, marked D, and is about removing to the 
State of Missouri. 

And your petitioners, in duty, &c., will, &c. 

SrATE OF KENTUCKY, Warren County, ss: 

GEORGE MUSSER. 
SARAH MUSSER. 
JO!L.~ SMITH. 
MARGARET SMITH. 
JAMES G. ENNIS. 
CATHARINE ENNIS. 

This day John Hess and Margaret Hess, of said county, personally appeared before the subscriber, a 
justice of the peace in and for said county, and made oath that they were well acquainted with Jeremiah 
Buckley, formerly of Pennsylvania, and then of Virginia, and who departed this life about the year, 1800, 
and that he has been acquainted with Sarah Musser, .Margaret Smith, Catharine Ennis, and Thomas Buckley, 
from their infancy until the present tirne, and that they were the childi-en and heirs of said Jeremiah 
Buckley, deceased, so represented and believed and held by every one always, and yet are; which said 
Sarah :Musser, Margaret Smith, Catharine Ennis, and Thomas Buckley are the same named in the foregoing 
petition; and that the said George Musser is the husband of Sarah, John Smith the husband of Margaret, 
and James G. Ennis the husband of Catharine, as set out in the same. 

Given under my hand this 1st day of October, 1825. 
JOHN A. WHITE, Justice of the Peace for Warren County. 

B. 

Deed.-Toui.ssaint Dubois and wife to the United Slates. 

This indenture, made the seventh day of November, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and three, between Touissaint Dubois, of Vincennes, in the county of Knox, in the Indiana Territory, 
of the one part, and the United States of America, of the other part: Whereas, by certain articles of 
agreement bearing date the 11th day of June, 1796, and made between the said Touissaint Dubois, of the 
one part, and one Jeremiah Buckley, of Cumberland county, in the State of Pennsylvania, of the other 
part, the-said Touissaint Dubois, for the consideration of one hundred and forty dollars, did grant, bargain, 
and sell unto the said Jeremiah Buckley all his, the said Touissaint Dubois', claim and interest of, in, 
and to one hundred acres of-land lying and being in said county of Knox, which said tract of one hundred 
acres of land was part of three lots, amounting in the whole to five hundred and sixty acres, binding on 
the Wabash river, and adjoining the lot of Conifou on its northeast side, purchased. by him, said Dubois, 
from Pierre Latulip, Pierre Gamelin, sen., and Pierre Gamelin, jr.; bounds of the aforementioned one 
hundred acres of land, as follows: beginning on the bank of the said river, in the line of the entire tract 
and midway thereof, and to extend from thence with the same up the river to its northeast corner on the 
river, and thence, out from the river with another line of the entire tract, a sufficient distance to include 
the hundred acres, making the corners at right angles; and reciting therein that the said Dubois was not 
then in possession of a patent title from the government in and to the said land, and of course could not 
at that time legally convey to the said Buckley the tract sold to hirn; under these circumstances the said 
Touissaint Dubois promised and engaged for himself and his heirs that he would thereafter, as soon as 
might be in his power so to do, after he had received a patent for l?aid land, make and convey a full and 
sufficient title in fee simple to the said Jeremiah Buckley in and to the aforesaid land then sold to him, 
under the penalty of forfeiting to the said Buckley, his heirs, executors, or administrators, the sum of two 
hundred and eighty dollars, as in and by the said articles of agreement, reference being thereunto had, 
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will more fully and at large appear; and whereas the quantity of land by the said Touissaint Dubois, 
then sold to the said Jeremiah Buckley, was one hundred arpents only, although the same is, through 
mistake, mentioned in the said agreement to have been one hundred acres; and whereas thi>re now remains 
due from the said Buckley to the said Touissaint Dubois, as well for the residue of the said one hundred 
and forty dollars in the said agreement mentioned as for money he was security for to Thomas Jones, for 
the proper debt of the said Jeremiah Buckley, the sum of eighty-seven and a half dollars, which, with 
interest for the same from the year 1796 to this day, amounts to the sum of one hundred and twenty-six: 
dollars; and whereas the said Touissaint Dubois has long since obtained a patent of confirmation for the 
said tract of land, and was always ready and willing to convey to said Buckley the land by him sold to 
said Buckley; and whereas no accounts or information have been received or heard from said Buckley 
from the said year seventeen hundred and ninety-six to this time, although every possible inquiry has 
been made after him and hifl family; and it is therefore believed that he is dead without heirs; and 
whereas the United States have, through the application of William Henry Harrison, esq., governor of the 
Indiana Territory, and Cornelius Lyman, esq., captain in the first regiment of infantry, and commanding at 
Fort Knox, applied to the said Touissaint Dubois, by the direction of the Secretary of War, to convey to 
the said United States, for the purpose of building and establishing a garrison thereon, the said one 
hundred arpents of land so by him agreed to be sold to the said Jeremiah Buckley, which he, the said 
Touissaint Dubois, has consented to do on their paying him the said sum of one hundred and twenty-six: 
dollars so, as aforesaid, due by the said Jeremiah Buckley to him, and on condition of the said United States 
satisfying and compensating, or otherwise agreeing with the said Jeremiah Buckley, or his heirs or assigns, 
for his or their estate, right, title, or interest of and in the said tract of one hundred arpents of land, by 
virtue of the said above-recited agreement: 

Now, this indenture witnesseth that the said Touissaint Dubois, for and in consideration of the said 
sum of one hundred and twenty-six: dollars to him in hand paid by the said United States, at or before the 
sealing and delivery of these presents, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, hath granted, bargained, 
and sold, and by these presents doth grant, bargain, and sell, unto the said United States, all and singular 
the said tract or parcel of one hundred arpents of land, situate in the said county of Knox:, and which is 
particularly bounded and described as follows, to wit: beginning at a small sassafras on the bank of the 
river, near to two white oaks; thence south thirty-eight and one-half degrees east, along a line of Antoine 
Marashal's one hundred and fifty-four perches, to a post near two elms and a hickory; thence along another 
of said MarashaPs lines, north fifty-one and one-half degrees east, eighty and two-tenths perches, to a sugar 
tree on William McIntosh's line; thence with said line, north thirty-eight and one-half degrees west, to a 
sugar and sycamore trees at high-water mark, one hundred and eighty-six: perches; thence down the 
Wabash river to the place of beginning; containing one hundred arpents, together with all rights, 
members, and appurtenances whatsoever to the same tract or parcel of land belonging or in anywise 
appertaining, and all his estate, right, title, and interest of, in, and to the same; to have and to hold the 
said tract of one hundred arpents of land, and every part thereof, with the appurtenances, to and to the 
use of the said United States forever. And the said Touissaint Dubois and his heirs the said tract of land, 
with the appurtenances, to the said United States forever, against himself, the said Touissaint Dubois, and 
his heirs, and against all and every other person or persons whomsoever claiming or to claim by, through, 
from, or under him or them, other than and except the said Jeremiah Buckley, his heirs or assigns, by 
virtue or in pursuance of the said recited agreement, shall and will warrant and forever defend by these 
presents. 

Provided al,v.:ays, nevertheless, And it is hereby concluded and agreed upon by and between the said 
parties to these presents, and it is their true intent and meaning, and true intent and meaning hereof, that 
if the United States do not and shall not satisfy and compensate or otherwise agree with the said Jeremiah 
Buckley, his heirs or assigns, for his or their estate, claim, or interest in and to the said tract of one 
hundred arpents of land, to the clear indemnity and discharge of the said Touissaint Dubois, his heirs or 
assigns; or if the said United States do not, and shalh1ot, from time to time, and at all times hereafter, 
well and sufficiently save, keep harmless, and indemnify the said Touissaint Dubois, his heirs, executors, 
and administrators, of and from all costs and charges, damages, sum and sums of money and expenses 
which he shall or may bear, pay, or put unto, for, or by reason, or on account of, this executing of these 
presents, or by reason or on account of the said agreement and sale so by him made to the said Jeremiah 
Buckley, then these presents, and every clause, article, matter, and thing herein contained, shall from 
thenceforth cease, determine, and become absolutely void to all intents and purposes whatsoever, anything 
hereinbefore contained to the contrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding. 

In witness whereof, the said parties have to these presents set their hands and seals. 
DUBOIS. [L. s. l 

[L. S.] 

Sealed and delivered in the presence of­
H. KNOX. 
ROBERT BAIRD. 

INDIANA TERRITORY, Knox County, set: 

JANE DUBOIS. 

This day came before me Touissaint Dubois and Jane Dubois, his wife, she, the said Jane, being first 
examined touching her right of dower, and voluntarily relinquishing her right of dower to the lands herein 
mentioned; each did, severally, acknowledge the annexed deed to be their act and deed. Given under my 
hand November 'l, 1803. 

THO. S. DAVIS. 

Recorded in my office in Vincennes, Knox: county, the 6th day of January, anno Domini one thousand 
eight hundred and four, on book D, pages 50, 51, and 52. 

JOHN GIBSON, JR., Recorder, Knox County. 

I certify that the foregoing is truly copied from the record of deeds in this department. 
C. VANDEVENTER, Chief Olerk. 

DEPARTMENT OF WAR, December 2, 1823. 
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Sr.ATE OF INDIANA, Knox County: VINCENNES, October 28, 1825. 
Whereas Messrs. John Smith and George Musser, of Kentucky, have applied to us, the undersigned, 

to state the value of the timber which was on a certain tract of land sold by Touissaint Dubois to the 
United States in the year 1803, which said land was sold to one Jeremiah Buckley in the year 1796 by 
the said Touissaint Dubois: This land is situate on the river Wabash, about three miles up said river 
from Vincennes, and contains, agreeably to said Dubois' conveyance to the United States, one hundred 
arpents F:i:ench measure, or about eighty-five acres English measure; but said Dubois appears to have 
sold to said Buckley one hundred acres English measure, and on which said land the United States, by 
their officers and soldiers, erected a garrison and named it Fort Knox: 

Now, we, the undersigned, being well acquainted with the situation of said land, and of the timber 
thereon in the said year of 1803, ~re of opinion that the said land might be called a goodly timbered 
tract; that is to say, not of the first quality of timbered land, but perhaps the second; and after mature 
deliberation we are of opinion that the timber on said land was worth, at the time it was taken possession 
of by the United States in the year 1803, the sum of four hundred dollars. We know that there is now 
no timber of any value on said land. We know that the said timber was taken off of said land by the 
United States officers and soldiers for the purpose of building the fort, for firewood, and rails for fencing 
land for the use of said officers and soldiers in raising corn, vegetables, &c.; that the said fort was 
occupied and held in possession of the United States from the year 1803 until removed to Vincennes, which 
was in 1812 or 1813. 

In testimony whereof, we have hereto set our hanlj and seals. 

Signed and sealed in presence of­
D. C. JOJL.'{SON .. 

SrATE OF l:NDIAXA, Knox County, ss: 

HOMER JOHNSON. [L. s. ] 
AQUILA RAMSEY. [L. s.] 
S.AM'L CARRUTHERS. [ L. s. ] 

Personally appeared before me, Frederick Graeter, a justice of the peace of said county, the within 
named Homer Johnson, Aquila Ramsey, and Samuel Carruthers, and made oath that the foregoing and 
within statement and valuation is correct and just, to the best of their belief, knowledge, and understanding. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereto set my hand and seal this 28th day of October, A. D. 1825; and I do 
certify that the said Homer Johnson, Aquila Ramsey, and Samuel Carruthers, are all respectable citizens 
of Knox county. 

fL. s. l F. GRAETER, J. P. 

STATE OF l:tIDL\.NA, Knox County, ss: 
I, Homer Johnson, clerk of the circuit court in and for said county, do certify that Frederick Graeter, 

before whom the above oath was taken, is, and was at the time of taking the same, a justice of the peace 
in and for said county, duly commissioned and qualified, and that full faith and credence is and ought to 
be given to all his official acts as such. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of office, at Vincennes, this 
28th day of October, .A. D. 1825. 

[L. s. l HO. JOHNSON, Clerk. 

Sr.1.TE oF:!NmANA, Knox County :J VrNCENXEs, October 28, 1825. 
ll"'Whereas Messrs. John Smith and George Musser have applied to me to make a statement of the 

situation of a certain tract of land, and timber thereon, in 1803, which was sold to one Jeremiah Buckley 
in 'the year 1796 by one Touissaint Dubois, and again by said Dubois conveyed to the United States in 
the month of September, 1803, said land being situate on the river Wabash, about three miles up said 
river from Vincennes, and contains, agreeably to said Dubois' conveyance to the United States, one 
hundred arpents, or about eighty-five acres English measure: 

Now, I, Robert Buntin, jr., formerly a lieutenant in the army of the United States, and now a citizen 
of Vincennes, do hereby state that I am not able to say anything as to the timber in 1803. In the year 
1812 I commanded at the said place, called Fort Knox, and know that all the timber of any value, or 
much value, was then cut off of the land; that in 1813, the fort being moved to Vincennes, all the buildings 
and timber then at the fort was rafted down the river to Vincennes, and used in building another fort; 
and, further, I always understood that the timber taken off of said land was made use of for building said 
Fort Knox, for firewood for the fort, and for rails to fence ground to raise corn, vegetables, &c., for the 
use of the officers and soldiers; that he has understood and believes the United States took possession of 
said land in said year of 1803, and that it was finally evacuated and removed in the year 1813 to 
Vincennes. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereto set my hand and seal the day and£date above written. 
f L. s.J R. BUNTIN, JR. 

Signed and sealed in presence of-
Ho. JOHNSON. 

STATE OF INDIANA, Knox County, ss: 
Personally appeared before me, Frederick Graeter, a justice of the peace in and for said county, this 

28th day of October, 1825, Robert Buntin, jr., formerly a lieutenant in the army of the United States, and 
now a respectable and credible citizen and witness, and made oath that the foregoing statement is cor­
rect and true, to the best of his knowledge and belief. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal, at Vincennes, the day and date before 
written. 

[L. s.J F. GRAETER, J. P. 
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STATE OF INDIANA, Knox County, ss: 

I, Homer Johnson, clerk of the circuit court in and for said county, do hereby certify that Frederick 
Graeter, esq., before whom the above oath was taken, is, and was at the time of taking the same, a justice 
of the peace in and for said county, duly commissioned and qualified; and that due faith and credence is 
and ought to be, given to all his official acts as such. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of office, at Vincennes, this 
28th day of October, A. D. 1825. 

(L. s.] HO. JOHNSON, Clerk. 

A. 

Articles of agreement entered into, made, and concluded, the eleventh day of June, anno Domini one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-six, between Touissaint Dubois, of the town of Vincennes, and 
county of Knox, in the territory northwest of the Ohio river, of the one part, and Jeremiah Buckley, 
of Cumberland county, in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, of the other part, witnesseth: 

That the said Touissaint Dubois, for and in consideration of the sum of one hundred and forty dollars 
to him in hand paid this day by the said Jeremiah J3uckley, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledg·ed, 
bath bargained and sold, and by these presents doth bargain, set over, and sell, unto the said Jeremiah 
Buckley, his heirs and assigns forever, all his, the said Touissaint Dubois' title, claim, and interest, of, 
in, and to, one hundred acres of land lying and being in the county of Knox aforesaid, which said tract 
of one hundred acres of land is part of three lots, amounting in the whole to five hundred and sixty acres, 
binding on the Wabash river, and adjoining the lot of Cunnifou on its northeastern side, purchased by 

• him, the said Dubois, from Pierre Letalip, Pierre Gamelin, senior, and Pierre Gamelin, junior; bounds of 
the before-mentioned one hundred acres of land now intended to be conveyed by the said Touissaint Dubois 
to the said Jeremiah Buckley to be as follows, that is to say: beginning on the bank of the said river, in 
the line of the entire tract, and midway thereof, and to extend from thence with the same up the river to 
its northeast corner on the river, and thence out from the river, with another line of the entire tract, a 
sufficient distance to include the hundred acres, making the corners at right angles. And whereas the 
said Touissaint Dubois is not now in possession of a patent title from government in and to any of the 
above-mentioned land, and of course cannot at this time legally convey to. the said Buckley the tract now 
sold to him; under these circumstances the said Touissaint Dubois promises and engages, for himself and 
his heirs, that he wilJ'.hereafter, so soon as it may be in his power so to do, after he shall have received a 
patent for said land, make and convey a full and sufficient title, in fee simple, to the said Jeremiah Buck­
ley in and to the aforesaid land now sold to him, under the penalty of forfeiting to the said Buckley, his 
heirs, executors, or administrators, the sum of two hundred and eighty dollars; but, in case it should so 
happen that the said Dubois cannot obtain a legal title at all to the before-mentioned premises, using proper 
endeavors to that end, it is to be understood that be shall be no further accountable to the said Jeremiah 
Buckley, his heirs, execut9rs 1 or administrators, than to return and refund to him, or bis heirs, &c., the 
sum of one hundred and forty dollars above, said to be paid by the said Buckley to him at this time. 

The said Jeremiah Buckley, for his part, promises and engages to and with the said Touissaint Dubois, 
that whereas there appears to be a body of stone useful for building adjacent to the river, and which may 
be altogether included within the hundred acres now purchased by him; that in case said stone should 
be so included within his lot now purchased as aforesaid, that the said Dubois cannot on the residue of 
the tract discover stone as fit for building as that on the lot now sold, within two feet of the surface, that, 
in that case, it is ag·reed by the said Jeremiah Buckley that the said Touissaint Dubois and his heirs shall 
and may forever enjoy the privilege of quarrying stone for his or their own use on the said lot now sold 
to him, the said Buckley; and, further, the Raid Buckley grants the privilege of getting building stone from 
his lot .aforesaid to Francis Vigo, for his own necessary use, at any time and at all times during his life 
or residence in the neighborhood; but this privilege to be allowed him, the said Vigo, only in case, as 
was before mentioned with respect to said Dubois, that stone may not be bad as aforesaid on the residue 
of the entire tract. Lastly, the said Touissaint Dubois further promises and engages to sell to the said 
Buckley forty aores more of land, adjoining the south end of the hundred acres now sold to him, in the 
ensuing fall, at a proportionate price with that now sold; that is, in proportion of one hundred and forty 
dollars for one hundred acres, should the said Buckley wish to purchase, making prompt payment for the 
same, and provided that the said Dubois shall not have sold such land, now engaged, to some other person 
in the meantime. 

In witness of all which agreements, the before-mentioned parties have interchangeably set their hands 
and affixed their seals the day and date above written. 

DUBOIS. 
JERRY BUCKLEY. 

N. B.-In addition to the before-mentioned agreements on the part and behalf of the said Jeremiah 
Buckley. he agrees that the said Francis Vigo, in case stone for building cannot be bad adjacent to the 
river on the residue of the above tract, that he shall have liberty of taking stone from bis lot on the river 
bank. 

N. B.-The words "within two feet of the surface" interlined between tenth and eleventh lines from 
the foot ·or the page on the other side, and the words "he agrees," in the above N. B., were interlined 
before signing. 

Teste: JOHN CORDELL. 
JAMES JOHNSON. 
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C. 

Received the 11th day of June, 1 '796, of Jeremiah Buckley, the sum of one hundred and forty dollars, 
in full payment for one hundred acres of land this day sold by me to him, and particularly described in 
articles of agreement this day interchangeably signed by myself and the said Buckley, as by reference to 
which will more fully appear. I say received by me. 

DUBOIS. 
Teste: JAMES JOHNSON. 

JOHN CORDELL. 

19m CoNGREss.] No. 581. [2D SESSION. 

APPLICATION OF ILLINOIS FOR .A. CESSION, ON EQUITABLE TERMS, OF .ALL THE MINERAL. 
LANDS IN THAT STATE. 

CO)DIUNIC.A.TED TO THE SEN.A.TE FEBRUARY 22, 182'7. 

Resob:ed by the senate and house ef representatii:es ef the Stale ef Illinois, That our senators in Congress 
be instructed, and our representatives requested, to use their best exertions in procuring the passage of 
a law by Congress to surrender to this State, on equitable terms, all the mineral country now owned by 
the United States and lying within the territorial limits of this State. 

J . .McLEAN, 
Speaker ef the House ef Reptesentoifres. 

WILLIAM KINNEY, 
Speaker ef the Se-,w.te. 

Sr.A.TE OF ILLL'<Ois, ss: SECRETARY'S OFFICE, Vandalia. 
I, George Forquer, secretary of state of the State of Illinois, do hereby certify that the foregoing is 

a correct copy of the enrolled resolution on file in this office. 
In testimony whereof,~ have hereunto subscribed my hand and affixed the seal of the State this 24th 

day of January, .A. D. 1827, and of the independence of the United States the fifty-first. 
GEORGE FORQUER. 

19TH CONGRESS.] No. 582. [2D SESSION. 

APPLICATION OF INDIAN.A. FOR FURTHER RELIEF TO PURCHASERS OF PUBLIC LANDS. 

co~nIUNIC.A.TED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENT.A.TIVES FEBRUARY 26, 182'7. 

JOINT RESOLUTIONS of the general assembly relative to the purchases] of public lands. 

Resob:ed by the general assembly ef the Stole ef Indiana, That our senators in Congress be instructed, 
and our representatives requested, to use their best exertions to procure the passage of a law to extend 
the time of payment on all lands now forfeited or liable to forfeiture, and to authorize each and every 
purchaser whose lands are either forfeited or are liable to forfeiture to redeem the same on making prompt 
payment therefor, at a price the amount of which (including forfeited payments) shall not exceed the 
1;d;tim um price of Congress lands. 

Resob:ed, fudhe;•, That our senators and representatives aforesaid be requested to procure, if possible, 
the passag;e of a law giving to every purchaser and occupant of Congress lands who has made one or 
more payments, and whose lands have been forfeited or are liable to forfeiture, a ·privilege, in the nature 
of a right of pre-emption for -- years, to repurchase t~ same, or other lands of equal value, at a sum 
which, added to bis former payments, shall make the amount per acre not to exceed the minimmn price of 
Congress lands; and that, in the interim, and before government has disposed of the same, every purchaser 
who has improved bis lands .without completing the payments sbaJl have the privilege of occupying the 
same and enjoying the proceeds thereof. • 

Resoli:ed, That his excellency the governor be requested to transmit the foregoing resolutions to each 
of our senators and representatives in Congress. 

VOL. IV--116 0 

RH.MOORE, 
Spealcer ef the House ef Represen!atii:es. 

JOHN H. THOMPSON, 
Preside1tt ef the Senate. 
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19TH CONGRESS.] No. 583. [2n SESSION. 

ON CHARGES BY .A. DEPUTY SURVEYOR AG.A.INST THE OFFICIAL CONDUCT OF THE 
COMMISSIONER OF THE GENERAL L.A.ND OFFICE. 

cmDIUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 2'i,.182'i. 

Mr. WHIPPLE, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred sundry charges against George 
Graham, Commissioner of the General Land Office, by John Wilson, late a deputy surveyor in the 
southeastern district of the State of Louisiana, reported: 

That said charges have been under the consideration of the committee; that the accuser and the 
accused have been before them; and that all the witnesses produced, and other evidence submitted by the 
respective parties, have been carefully and, so far as the committee can judge, impartially examined, and 
the import of the testimony duly considered. The committee deem it their duty to submit, in as brief a. 
manner as possible, a few comments upon the evidence produced in support of each of the charges exhibited 
against the Commissioner of the General Land Office by Mr. Wilson. 

The first charge is one of general and indefinite import, to which it was impracticable for the accused 
to answer; for which reason the committee conceived it improper to go into its investigation. This will 
be seen by reference to the charge. 

The second charge made by said Wilson against Mr. Graham is for "criminal delinquency in neglecting 
to comply with instructions of the honorable William H. Crawford," directing said Graham to prosecute, 
on civil and criminal suits, Gabriel Winter, of Natchez, in the State of Mississippi, who is alleged to have 
sworn falsely for the purpose of defrauding the United States. Under this charge it appears that the 
competent authority, viz : the Secretary of the Treasury, who bas a general superintendence of the land 
office, is responsible (if any one has been guilty of a dereliction of duty) for whatever relates to this 
transaction; but the committee, according to the evidence submitted, see no cause to attach blame to any 
department of the government, as will satisfactorily appear by the documents herewith submitted. 

The third accusation is for permitting one or more letters to be opened and read in his office by a 
person to whom he ( the said Graham) knew they were not addressed. In support of this charge no 
evidence whatever bas been adduced. 

The fourth charge is, that the Commissioner of the General Land Office was criminally delinquent in 
not directing an inquiry into the conduct of the register of the land office in New Orleans. The delin­
quency here charged would attach to the Secretary of the Treasury, if to any officer of the government; 
but it appears, by the testimony submitted, that no information was submitted to either Mr. Graham or 
the Secretary of the Treasury which would have warranted either of them in the belief that the register 
of the land office at New Orleans ought to be proceeded against. • 

The fifth charge is for advertising lands for sale by public proclamation, published in one or more of 
the public papers, on August 5, 1826, on the Bayou Grosse Tete, in the State of Louisiana, in the absence 
of the President of the United States. This part of the fifth charge was abandoned by Mr. Wilson as 
indefensible, and was not, therefore, inquired into by the committee, as there was not a shadow of evidence 
upon which to grounu suspicion. That part of the charge which accuses Mr. Graham of proclaiming 
lands for sale on Bayou Grosse Tete that be knew were confirmed as pre-emption rights, or sold at public 
sale, is wholly unsupported ,by evidence; but even admitting the fact, that the pi-oclamation of sale did 
embrace some private claims, yet the committee are perfectly satisfied, from evidence, that the utmost 
caution was used by Mr. Graham to guard against its occurrence. Mr. Graham, in a letter to Mr. Harper, 
register of the land office in the district where those lands are situated, under date of September 19, 1823, 
suggests to :Mr. Harper the possibility that private claims might interfere with lands offered for sale, a.ud 
directs him to inquire into the fact. The lands proclaimed for sale in August, 1826, were contained in an 
official list from the same register, as containing lands that had not been offered for sale under a former 
proclamation. It should be observed that the power of bringing the public lands into market is a discre­
tionary one, and vested in the President; that no lands east of the Mississippi and island of New Orleans, 
from a variety of causes not necessary to enumerate, have been prepared for sale. 

The sixth charge against the Commissioner of the General Land Office is, that he is incompetent to 
the performance of the duties of his office, in that he bas made returns to Congress of unsold lands, the 
calculations of which produce results so erroneous, and of such data, as to preclude the possibility of 
their being acted upon. The committee do not deem it their province to decide upon the competency of 
officers of the government who are appointed by and hold their offices at the pleasure of the Executive 
of the United States; but they deem it no more than an act of justice to the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office to say that the records of his office, so far as they have fallen under the examination of the 
committee, exhibit much accuracy; and that all the returns made to Congress from those records have been 
made with great care and fidelity; that be has, since bis appointment to office, introduced a new method 
of ascertaining the qu:tntities of land contained in the plats returned to his office; and that the returns 
made to etther branch of the national legislature from his office have been as accurate as it was practi­
cable to make them. 

The seventh charge accuses Mr. Graham of withholding private papers, and refusing· copies of public 
papers necessary in the adjustment of legal claims on the government. Mr. Wilson has failed to make 
out any case that the committee think'. reprehensible. Mr. Wilson, who it appears was the person making; 
the application, withheld from Mr. Graham, in part, the power to comply with bis request, by withholding 
certain papers that had been loaned him from the office, and which formed a part of the papers of which 
he desired copies. The committee will state, in justification of Mr. Graham in this particular, that Mr. 
Wilson, in March and May, 1826, bad obtained from the land office the loan of certain original document8 
for the avowed purpose of taking copies of th~m, which be wished for, and was to return. Mr. "Wilson, 
though frequently called on, returned, from time to time, but a part of those papers, and has only now, on 
the order of the committee, delivered to them the residue. When Mr. \Yill:!on called for copies of papers 
in the office relating to the same subject, of which the papers he had in his possession formed a part, lh-. 
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Graham declined giving him the copies until he should return the originals, t~en in his possession, which 
he (Wilson) refused to do. j 

No testimony has been adduced to support the eighth accusation; the ~negation that authenticated 
charges had been exhibited against Davis, and that Mr. Graham had neglected to take measures for his 
removal, is also wholly unsupported. Upon this allegation the committee wohld remark that the Commis­
sioner of the General Land Office is not the proper officer before whom to e:thibit charges ag·ainst Davis 
for misconduct in office, nor has he the power of removal, and, consequently, ?annot be responsible for his 
continuance ·in office, if there were any cause of remov, al which the committeef egarded as foreign to their 
inquiry. It may, however, be proper to remark that it appears from testimo y before the committee that 
certain charges were exhibited to the Secretary of the Treasury against Da is, by Wilson, which have 
never been decided upon; the papers withheld, as before mentioned, by Willon being a part of the testi­
mony in the case, and consequently no decision could be made upon those ch rg·es. 

The ninth charge is for permitting George Davis to continue a suit brou~ ht against the complainant, 
and precluding, by his official acts, the complainant from prosecuting suits a0 ainst Davis, &c. 

The history of this charge is shortly as follows: Wilson held the office Jr principal deputy surveyor 
for the southeastern district of Louisiana under Davis, who is the surveyor! of the lands south of Ten­
nessee. Davis dismissed Wilson from office, who refused to give up the bo1ks and records of his office, 
on the pretext that his accounts were not settled and paid. Davis institutBd suit against Wilson, and 
obtained possession of the papers so withheld, by legal process. It appears the suit was dismissed after 
the object of it was obtained, and_ there is no evidence of any impropriety of c~nduco whatever, on the part 
of }fr. Graham, respecting the prosecution of it. Wilson, in his turn, brough~ suit against Davis for some 
proceeding in the above-named suit; and to support the charge that Mr. Grah'tm, by his official acts, had 
precluded him from prosecuting his suit against Davis, he testifies that he i_as unable to proceed in the 
prosecution in consequence of the refusal of Mr. Graham to settle his accou'tts. Upon this testimony it 
is only necessary to remark that it proves Mr. Graham had no legal authority 

1
to settle Wilson's accounts, 

the proper officer to make the settlement being the surveyor· south of Tennessee; nor does it bring into 
question any official act of Graham. 

The tenth charge made by Mr. Wilson against the Commissioner of the General Land Office is for 
wilful misrepresentations made in an official report to Congress, in which said commissioner is charged 
with assigning false causes why the lands in the States of Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama, had not 
been surveyed and brought into market, when the said commissioner knew that said lands were surveyed 
and ready for market. The evidence before the committee most clearly proves that such had been the 
negligence in the surveying department in this portion of the Union that no patents could be safely 
issued even for private land claims, and that such was the erroneous nature of the plats of survey returned 
to the General Land Office that they were not deemed safe documents upon which to act, and that they 
have been returned to the surveyor for correction. Under these circumstances, the committee think the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office was not only correct in the assignment of the causes why these 
lands were not brought into market, but that he was actuated by wise and laudable motives, and consulted 
the best interests of the United States in not bringing· them into market. 

The eleventh charge is, that the Commissioner of the General Land Office asserteq that the continu­
ance in office of the surveyor of the lands of the United States south of the State of Tennessee was the 
fault of the President of the United States, &c. 

The evidence under this charge is, that the Commissioner of the General Land Office remarked, when 
representations were made to him respecting the surveyor of lands south of Tennessee, that so long as 
the President of the United StatBs saw fit to continue said surveyor in office he was bound to respect him 
as such. Nor does it yet appear that the said surveyor ought to be removed. 

The twelfth and the last charge is for having stated wilful and deliberate falsehoods in relation to 
the settlement of the accounts of deputy surveyors. 

The committee have examined the party himself to this charge, also Colonel Dinsmore, and the docu­
mentary proof, and are perfectly and fully satisfied that no part or portion of the charge is sustained_. 

The Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred, for investigation and report, charges against 
Georg·e Graham, Commissioner of the General Land Office, instituted by John Wilson, late principal 
deputy surveyor of the southeastern district of Louisiana, proceeded to the investigation of the subject. 

MONDAY, Februa1·y 19, 1827. 

The committee met. Present: Mr. Scott, chairman, Mr. Jennings, Mr. Vinton, Mr. Gurley, Mr. 
Whipple, Mr. Strong, and Mr. Wailes. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 o'clock. 

TUESDAY, February 20. 

The committee met pursuant to adjournment. All the members present. 
John Wilson, the complainant, sworn and examined. 
Adjourned until 9 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

WEDNESDAY, February 21. 

The committee met. Present: all the members. 
Ordered, by the committee, That Mr. Wilson produce to the committee the following papers by 10 

o'clock to-morrow morning: 
Letter from G. Davis to Commissioner of General Land Office, dated February 17, 1825; same to 

same, dated February 22, 1825; same to same, (not dated;) same to same, dated March 18, 1825; same 
to same, dated January 21, 1825; G. Graham to Hon. R. Rush, dated March 15, 1826; G. Davis to Com­
missioner, dated January 3 and 5, 1825. 

Ordered, That Mr. Graham produce the correspondence between himself and G. Davis since December 
22, 1824. 
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The following witness~s were sworn and examined: 
John Wilson, the complainant, further examined; Hon. John Wilson, member of Congress; Mr. Haile, 

Silas Dinsmore, George Wood, John M. Moore, and Samuel D. King. 
The complainant, John Wilson, stated he had no other witnesses to examine. 
The committee adjourned till 10 o'clock to-morrow. 

THURSDAY February 22. 

The committee met. Present: all the members. 
John Wilson, the complainant, examined by the committee. 
Mr. Wilson produced, in pursuance of the order of yesterday, all the papers required of him except 

the letter from George Graham to the Hon. R. Rush, dated March 15, 1826, the right to the production of 
· which letter the committee waived. 

Samuel D. King was further examined. 
Robert King sworn and examined. 
George Wood further examined. 
Mr. Graham, in compliance with the order of yesterday, produced the correspondence as required. 
Ordered, That Mr. Wilson produce the following papers by 10 o'clock to-morrow morning: 
Letter from G. Davis to Commissioner of the General Land Office, dated May 2'1, 1825; same to same, 

dated February 5, 1825. 
A statement p:iade by the deputy-surveyor from Donaldsonville, who was present.when Mr. Davis' 

letter to Mr. Wilson was presented to him by Mr. Lyman. 
Also a statement by Mr. Turner, mentioned in the postscript to the letter of January 3, 1825. 
A copy of a letter received from Mr. Harper, sent in the letter of January 5, 1825. 
'l'wo memoranda, marked A and B, contained in the letter of January 21, 1825. 
Copies of papers marked 1 and 2, being a letter from Mr. Turner and a list of books and papers 

received by him; also papers 3 and 4, being the copy of a letter from G. Davis to S. H. Harper, and his 
original letter in reply, contained in G. Davis' letter of March 18, 1825. 

The copy of a letter from G. Davis to J. C. Turner, received April, 1825, from G. Davis, in a letter not 
dated . 

.A copy of G. Davis' note to the district attorney at New Orleans, received in George Davis' letter of 
February l 'i, 1825. 

The committee adjourned till 9 o'clock to-morrow. 

FRIDAY, February 23. 

The committee met. Present: all the members. 
Silas Dinsmoor further examined. 
Mr. Wilson, in compliance with the order of yesterday, produced all the papers except the "statement 

made by the deputy surveyor from Donaldsonville, who was present when Mr. Davis' letter to Mr. Wilson 
was presented to him by Mr. Lyman;" and being required to produce that paper, he oflered the following 
affidavit.-(See it, marked D, and filed in the papers.) 

The committee adjourned till 3 o'clock this day. 
The committee met pursuant to adjournment .All the members present. 
Committee adjourned till IO o'clock to-morrow morning. 

SATURDAY, February 24. 

The committee met. Present: all the members. 
Committee adjourned till Monday morning next at 10 o'clock. 

MoNDAY, February 26. 

Committee met. All the members present. 
Letter from Mr. Graham to L. Wailes, dated February 28, 1824, marked A, filed under second charge. 

John Wilson, a witness, sworn and examined as follows: 
Qv,estion. Do you know if any, and what, steps were taken by Mr. Graham for the prosecution of 

Gabriel Winter at any time subsequent to the letter of February 28, 1824? 
Answer. I do not know whether steps were taken to prosecute Winter. 
Question. Do you know what reply Wailes made to the letter of February 28, 1824? 
Answer. I do not. 
Question. Do you know of any other fact in relation to the prosecution of Winter? 
Amirer. I do not. 
Question. Do you, or do you not, know that the prosecution of Gabriel Winter was abandoned by 

order of the Secretary of the Treasury ? 
Answer. I do not. 
Question. What do you know of the opening of a letter, as specified in the third charge ? 
Answer. I called at Mr. Graham's office, and was informed by Mr. Graham that there was a letter 

which had been there for two or three days, and which bad been opened; which letter is herewith filed, 
marked B. 

Question. Do you know of any other letter which was opened with Mr. Graham's knowledge? 
Answe-r. None. 
Question. Did Mr. Graham inform you that the letter had been broken open, and by whom ? 
Answer. He informed me that Mr. Wilson, a member of Congress, had broken it open and made the 

endorsement thereon, which is as follows: "Seal broken throug·h mistake, supposing this letter was 
intended for John Wilson, a member of Congress." The letter was sealed at the time I received it at Mr. 
Graham's office. 

Question. State all you know in relation to the twelfth charge. 
Answer. I called on Mr. Graham for the settlement of my accounts, and stated that I understood 

from Colonel Dinsmoor that Mr. Graham said that he would settle them when presented; Mr. Graham 
rerlied that he had nev.er said he would; that Mr. Davis was the proper person to settle them. 
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Q11estion. What do you know in relation to the ninth charge? 
.d,1s2ee,·. In a conversation with Mr. Graham he said that Davis bad sent on an account for $100, 

as charges for prosecuting a suit against witness in behalf of .the United States, and that be, Graham, had 
written to Davis to know why said suit was continued against witness. Said suit was instituted by 
Davis to recover $2,000 alleged to be due the government, and that he afterwards found that the snit was 
brought to recover books and papers in possession of witness. Witness believes that said suit was not 
instituted by order of Graham. That the papers were afterwards taken out of his possession by legal 
process in said suit. 

Questio,1. Did Mr. Graham ever preclude you from prosecuting suits against Davis? 
.A,1s1,;er. He refused to settle my accounts, and in that way prevented me from prosecuting suits 

against Davis. 
(Juestion. Do you know that Mr. Graham was informed of the·register at New Orleans receiving or 

exacting illegal fees, as mentioned in the fom-th charge, and when was he so informed? 
.d,1s1,;u. I do not recollect when; it was between August, 1825, and this time .. I informed Mr. Graham 

that Mr. Harper, the register at New Orleans, had exacted fees which he was not entitled to; that he had 
received from ten to fifteen dollars each, for making entries of back concessions, when the law entitled 
him to but twenty-five cents each. I also mentioned that I had a letter in my possession from William 
Kenna & Co. to R. H. Lee, but did not show the letter to Mr. Graham. 

Question. Have you ever exhibited any written charges against the said register at New Orleans? 
.d;l$1ce,·. I have not. 
Qu&:tio,1. Have you ever informed Mr. Graham, in writing·, that the register had received illegal fees? 
.d,zsz,;er. I do not think I have. 
Quedio,1. Did you request an inquiry into the conduct of the register? 
.d11s1eei-. In a conversation with Mr. Graham I stated that I thought an inquiry ought to be instituted 

into the official conduct of the register but made no formal request. 
Qaeslioii. Do you know of charges having been exhibited by any other person against the said 

register? . 
.dnszw-. I do not. 
Question. Did you, or did you not, know that the Secretary of the Treasury was a proper public 

agent to whom to communicate the alleged misconduct of the register of the land office at New Orleans, 
as contained in your fourth specification; and if so, did you communicate to the Secretary of the Treasury? 

.Ans1,;er. I have no recollection of having made a communication to the Secretary of the Treasury; I 
considered Mr. Graham the proper person. 

~Ir. ·wilson abandons that part of the fifth charge which relates to Mr. Graham's having advertised 
lands for sale without the authority of the President. 

Q11e.stio,1. Were any of the lands proclaimed for sale August 5, 1826, and referred to in the fifth 
cbarg·e, sold in pursuance'of that proclamation? 

.A,1s1,;er. Not that I know of; I believe the proclamation was withdrawn before the day of sale. 
Question. Do you know that Mr. Graham has knowingly communicated to Congress false calculations 

of the returns of unsold lands? And if so, state the particular facts . 
.A,zsz,;er. I do not know that he has knowingly made false returns to Congress; but I believe they 

have been erroneous. 
Question. In what particular are they erroneous? 
.Ans11:er. In this: that I believe, from information, that the calculations of the arrears of land sur­

veyed were made geometrically. 
Question. Do you know how the calculations of the returns made to Congress of unsold lands were 

made? 
.Ansi,;er. I do not; but was informed that all the calculations were made geometrically. I did not 

allude to any particular return to Congress. 
Que:;tion. What papers do you allude to in the seventh charge, and what person? 
.Anw:e1·. I allude to myself as the person; and the papers I allude to were papers sent to the 

register's office for the settlement of my accounts, and now filed there; and I allude to no· other papers. 
I think Mr. Graham withheld papers longer than he ought to have done, though they were afterwards 
filed with the Secretary of the Treasury or the register for the settlement of my accounts. 

(Jaedion. Did you file the papers alluded to with Mr. Graham yourself, or were they filed with him 
by the Secreta•ry of the Treasury for his report thereon? 

.Ansi,;er. I understood that they were filed with Mr. Graham by the Secretary for his report thereon. 
Question. ·were the papers to which you allude papers which related to your official duties, and 

which it was necessary for you to transmit to the officers of the government for the purpose of settling 
your accounts; or were they your own private papers, which you reserved for the purpose of preservation 
to settle your own claims? 

.A,1snw. I considered they were public official papers necessary to be filed for the settlement of my 
accounts; but, that done, I considered myself entitled to a part of tllem. 

Que.~!w,i. Did Mr. Graham promise you copies of papers; did he afterwards refuse to furnish them; 
and for what reason did he refuse you a reference to public documents necessary in the settlement of your 
accounts? 

.A,1sn·e1·. Mr. Graham did promise me copies of papers which I considered important to me in the 
settlement of my accounts; which papers were afterwards refused by his clerk, or a reference, in any 
way, to them, assigning as a reason that Mr. Graham had directed that no copies should be furnished me 
until I returned some papers belonging to the files of his office. Mr. Graham did not ask me to surrender 
those papers when he promised me the copies. 

J. WILSON. 

Hon. John Wilson, member of Congress from South Carolina, sworn: 
Questio,1. What do you know relative to the breaking open a letter addressed to John Wilson, as 

mentioned in the third charge? 
.d,zsz,;er. I received a letter from the post office at the Capitol addressed to John Wilson or George 

Graham, and, supposing it intended for me, broke it open. On perusing the letter I discovered that it 
was not for me. I immediately returned it to the post office, having made the endorsement, in my own 
handwriting, of the mistake. The letter was sealed by myself or the postmaster. 
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Question. Did you ever open any letters in Mr. Graham's office, with the privity and consent of Mr. 
Graham, addressed to John Wilson? 

Answer. I never did. 
Question by John Wilson, the complainant . .A.re your letters generally addressed to John Wilson, esq., 

or to the Hon. John Wilson? 
Answer. I have received letters addressed in both ways. 

JOHN WILSON. 

Hon. Mr. Haile, member of Congress, sworn: 
Question. State what you know in relation to the eighth charge. 
Answer. I know nothing of his (Graham's) neglect to carry into effect his instructions in relation to 

George Davis. I know nothing, of• my own knowledge, in regard to the settlement of accounts, (the 
accounts of deputy surveyors;) nor do I know that any charges were ever filed, or representations made, 
requiring Mr. Graham to remove Mr. Davis, except what others have told me since my arrival in the city 
of Washington. I am not personally acquainted with George Davis, and I have never officially applied 
for his removal from office. 

WM. HAILE. 

Silas Dinsmoor, sworn: 
Question. Do you, or do you not, know that George Graham, Commissioner of the General Land Office, 

has neglected to carry into effect his instruction to George Davis in relation to the settlement of the 
accounts of deputy surveyors? • 

Answer. I do not know that Mr. Graham neg·lected to carry the instructions into effect. It is a fact 
that they were not carried into effect; but I do not know whose neglect it was. 

Qiwstion. In what particular were they not carried into effect? , 
Answer. George Davis neglected and refused to pay the deputy surveyors, according to the instruc­

tions of Mr. Graham, dated August 15, 1824, and annexed to the charges. 
Question. Do you, or do you not, know whether any charges have been exhibited to Mr. Graham 

against George Davis? 
Answer. I do not know. 
Question. Did Mr. Graham state to you that charges had been exhibited to him against George Davis; 

and if so, when and by whom? 
Answer. In February, 1826, I was at Mr. Graham's office, and he inquired if I knew Mr. Wilson, and 

said that heavy charges had been exhibited against George Davis, but did not say they had been exhibited 
to him; nor did he specify what the charges were; nor do I know what proof was exhibited to Mr. 
Graham in support of said charges. 

Question. Did you ever exhibit to Mr. Graham affidavits from deputy sui-veyors and others showing 
that Mr. Davis had been guilty of improper conduct in office, and complaining of his incompetency to the 
duties of the office? 

Answer. I did present to Mr. Graham, in January last, affidavits from John Gilmore and William 
Brown, deputy surveyors, and a letter from Joseph Dunbar. These were accompanied by certificates from 
men of good character; which affidavits stated that said Davis was unworthy of public or private con­
fidence. These papers were returned to me in a letter from the Gi;neral Land Office, dated January 30, 
182'1. A few days after they were delivered to Mr. Graham they were returned by my request. 

Question. State at whose instance those affidavits were taken, and for what purpose they were given 
to you, and by whom. . 

Am,-u:er. The affidavits were taken at my instance. They were taken to convince the government of 
the impropriety of sending me back to Davis for the settlement of my accounts, and not taken for the 
purpose of filing them as charges for the removal of said Davis from office, but for my own justification; 
and when returned to me, I presented them to the President of the United States, with the letter of Mr. 
Graham. 

Question."' Do you know that Mr. Graham ever took any measures for the removal of Davis? 
Ansicer. I do not. Mr. Graham stated to me that so long as the President retained said Davis in 

office he (Graham) was bound to respect him. 
Question by .11Ir. Wilson. Please state if you had any other motive in showing those affidavits to Mr. 

Graham; and if so, what were they, and any remarks made by Mr. Graham in relation' to the charges 
against Davis? 

Answer. I am under the impression that I have already fully answered that question. 
Question. Do you know that Mr. Graham, in his report to Congress of December 20, 1826, wilfully 

misrepresented the causes why the lands south of the 31st degree of latitude in Louisiana, Mississippi, 
and Alabama, had not been surveyed or brought into market? 

.A:w,·u:er. I cannot say he did. I believe there is an error in the statement of the date of my dismissal. 
I do not know that it emanated from Mr. Graham's office. 

Question. Have you retained in your possession, since 1824, any papers relative to surveys south of 
the 31st degree of latitude? 

Answer. I retained the field notes of all the surveys until the 9th of November last, when they were 
delivered to an agent of the government. 

Question. Do you know that Mr. Graham stated any wilful and deliberate falsehoods in relation to the 
settlement of the accounts of the principal deputy surveyors of the eastern and southeastern districts, in 
the State of Louisiana? 

Answer. Not to my knowledge. 
Question by Mr. Wilson. Did Mr. Graham state to you, in conversation, that on presenting my accounts 

to him they would be adjusted? . 
Answer. Mr. Graham stated to me that the accounts of Mr. Wilson can be settled on presentation. 
Question by Mr. Graham. Have I not uniformly stated to you that the accounts of the principal deputy 

surveyors should be settled by the surveyor under whom they acted? 
Answer. You have. 
Question. Did Mr. Graham state to you that your accounts should be settled here? 
Answe-r. He did not. 

SILAS DINSMOOR. 



182'7.J COMMISSIONER OF GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 927 

George Wood sworn: _ 
Question. Do you know of Mr. Graham's withholding any important papers, or any other papers, 

properly belonging to any person, or of his refusing to furnish copies of any such papers after having 
promised so to do. 

Aas1cer. I do not. 
Question. Do you know that Mr. Graham refused to allow to Mr. Wilson, or any other person, a refer­

ence to public documents which were necessary for him to have in the settlement of his legal claims on 
the government? 

Answer. Mr. Wilson, in March, 1826, called on Mr. Graham, at the General Land Office, for certain 
papers addressed to him as the Commissioner, which Mr. Graham directed me to give to Mr. Wilson, and 
tu take his receipt for them, which I did. It was distinctly understood by me, from the Commissioner, 
that Mr. Wilson was to return them to the files of the office as soon as it was practicable for him to make 
copies of them. After Mr.Wilson had bad them in his possession for a week or ten days, I called on him, at 
the request of Mr. Graham, to return them, which he promised me to do without delay. He did not return 
them. I repeatedly called on him, at the request of Mr. Graham, and received from Mr. Wilson repeated 
assurances that he would return them. On May 10, 1826, Mr. Graham came into my room, accompanied 
by }fr. Wilson, and requested me to deliver a bundle of papers, which he then g·ave me, to Mr. Wilson, 
and to take his receipt fot· the same; which I did, and the receipt is now in my possession. A long time 
elapsed, sufficient for Mr. Wilson to have made copies of them all, when, at the request of Mr. Graham, I 
called on Mr. Wilson for them; he promised that these papers should be returned in a day or two; that 
he was then preparing copies of them. I made mauy applications for these papers as they were important 
letters, and the frequent reference made to the files of the surveyor general at \Vashington made it 
hig;hly important that they should be in t!:ieir proper places; this I stated to Mr. Wilson. He returned to 
the office, about the month of SeptembPr or October, the letter of Mr. Davis, dated February 4, 1826, and 
the accompanying· papers, and stated that he had not done with the papers still in his hands. In Decem­
ber last the papers which were loaned to Mr. Wilson more than seven months before were returned to 
the office by the honorable Secretary of the Treasury with other papers, and referring to the Commissioner 
a communication relating to Mr. Wilson's accounts. These papers were handed me by the Commissioner. 
Ou my receiving the fair copy of his reply to the Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. Graham said to me "that 
here were the papers which Mr. Wilson had so long detained, and that they should be returned to this 
office when the Secretary was done with them." I therefore made an envelope over those papers sent to 
the Hon. Mr. Rush, with Mr. Graham's reply, and wrote on that envelope that the papers enclosed belonged 
to the files of the General Land Office, and respectfully requested that they mig·ht be returned to the 
General Land Office when he had made his examination of them, which was done. On the 18th December 
last Mr. \Vilson came to the General Land Office and demanded of me those papers received from the 
Treasury Department, as being his. In reply, I said that they were placed on the files of the office, and, 
if lie wanted them again, he must get Mr. Graham's consent. He then demanded the receipt I had taken 
of his having received those papers, which I delivered to him. I saw Mr. Wilson on the evening of that 
day, (December 18,) at the request of Mr. Moore, the chief clerk, and stated to him that the request he 
Lad addressed to the Commissioner on that day would not be complied with until he had given up those 
letters which he had so long withheld; to which he replied that he would not give them up. Those papers 
delivered in March, 1826, were submitted to the First Comptroller of the Treasury, with the report of the 
Commissioner, on the accounts of Mr. Wilson, dated January 10, 1827.; certified copies are now on the 
table before the committee. There are now eight letters from George Davis to the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, received by Mr. Wilson May 10, 1826, still in Mr. Wilson's hands. Mr. Graham, so 
far from refusing· Mr. Wilson a reference to public documents which he deemed necessary for him to have 
in the settlement of his legal claims, gave him every facility which the office afforded; nor do I know that 
he has refused to any other person all the facilities which the office affords in the settlement of their 
claims. 

Q11estion by .iJir. Wilson. Did I not, some days after the receipt of the letter from Mr. Moore, call at the 
office and request a reference to the papers alluded to, and ctid not you refuse me a reference in any way, 
stating that it was the orders of Mr. Graham? 

An.steer. On the 18th of December, the same day on which Mr. Wilson made the request for certain 
papers of Mr. Graham, while I was at the cases containing the files of the office, examining them to see 
if .Mr. Wilson had delivered up the letters for which I had taken his receipts, before delivering those 
receipts up to him, Mr. Wilson did make an attempt to overlook me and to examine the papers, which I 
would not permit. I do not recollect stating that Mr. Graham had directed me to do so; but I did say to 
Mr. \Vilson, as before deposed, that if he wanted the papers he must get Mr. Graham's consent, without 
which he should not look at them. 

GEORGE WOOD. 

John M. Moore sworn: 
Question. Do you know of Mr. Graham's withholding any important papers, or any other papers, pro­

perly belonging to any person, or of his refusing to furnish copies of any such papers after having 
promised so to do ? 

Ans1fe1-. I know nothing of any promise Mr. Graham may have made; but I heard ~fr. Graham say 
that copies of papers which Mr. \Vilson wanted could not be delivered until he, Wilson, delivered up the 
mass of papers which he had borrowed. I do not know of Mr. Graham's having refused to deliver papers 
properly belonging to any other person. 

Ques!ion. Do you know that Mr. Graham refused to allow to Mr. Wilson, or any other person, a refer­
ence to public documents which were necessary for him t() have in the settlement of his legal claims on 
the government? 

An.s1rer. I do not know of Mr. Wilson,.or any other person, being refused a reference to public docu­
ments which were necessary for the prosecution of their just rig·hts. 

Question. Did the papers which were in the possession of Mr. "Wilson properly belong to the files of 
the office? 

Ans1rer. I believe they did. 
(Juestio,i by )fr. Wilson. Do you, or do you not, recollect that a day or two previous to your addressing 

me a note, requesting me to return to your office certain papers in my possession, tha tl applied to Mr. 
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Wood to allow me to look at other papers; and did he not refuse me, saying that he had received orders 
from Mr. Graham to do so? 

Ansu:e-r. I can say nothing about it. 
Questwn by the same. Did Mr. Graham direct you not to deliver to me copies of papers whfoh I had 

called for ? • 
Ansv:er. Mr. Graham declined giving copies of some letters which Mr. Wilson requested until Mr. 

Wilson should surrender some original letters which he held in his possession belonging to the files of the 
office, and directed me to advise Mr. Wilson of bis determination. I addressed a note to Mr. Wilson, 
requesting him merely to surrender the originals; but Mr. Wilson demanded the copies without surrendering 
the originals. .After a few days succeeding the date of my note, I then advised him, verbally, of the only 
condition on which the copies could be granted. 

JOHN M. MOORE. 

Samuel D. King sworn: . 
Question. Do you know of Mr. Graham's withholding any important papers, or any other papers, 

properly belonging to any person, or of bis refusing to furnish copies of any such papers after having 
promised so 'to do ? 

Answer. I do not. 
Question. Do you know that Mr. Graham refused to allow to Mr. Wilson, or any other person, a 

reference to public documents which were necessary for him to have in the settlement of his legal claims 
on the government? 

Answer. I do not. 
Question by Mr. Wilson. Do you know of Mr. Graham's promising to furnish me with copies of papers 

and afterwards refusing to do so? 
Answer. I understood Mr. Graham to say that if you would address him a note you should have 

copies of the papers. I afterwards understood that Mr. Graham refused to furnish the copies until you 
returned certain orig·ii;ial papers which you had in your possession belonging to the office. 

Question by Mr. Graham . .Are you not the clerk in the Land Office who makes out the patents on 
private land claims ? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question by the same. Have we ever had, previous to December 20, 1826, a township plat in the 

office south of the 31st degree of latitude, in Louisiana, Mississippi, and .Alabama, east of the Mississippi 
river, from which a patent for a private claim could be made out with accuracy? 

Answer. None that I ever saw. . 
Question by the same. Has any township plat ever been returned to the office for the same district 

of country that was correct? 
Answer. None. 
Question by the same. Have not those few township plats which had been returned to the office in 

the same district of country, and which were incorrect, been returned for correction, and for laying down 
the private claims, since the papers have been recovered from Mr. Dinsmoor? 

Answer. Yes, with the exception of one plat; the plat of the township including the town of Mobile. 
Question by the same. Was not that retained because it was expected the surveyor was obliged to 

make out an entire new plat, and ~hat that would be useless to him ? 
Ansii:er. Yes; for that reason, and because it was the only plat in that section of the country that 

contained any private claims. 
Question. Is it not the general practice of the office not to proclaim lands for sale until the township 

plats have been received? 
Ansii:er. It is the general practice. 
Question by Mr.- Wilson. Have not the lands in the southeastern district of Louisiana been proclaimed 

twice for sale, once in 1823 and once in 1826; and were township lines run through those lands? 
Answer. I cannot say positively as regaTds the proclamations; the surveys of those lands were not 

made conformably to the usual method of surveying the public lands, being made under the provisions of 
a special law. 

Robert King sworn: 
Question. .Are you the draughtsman in the General Land Office ? 
Answe-r. I am. 

S. D. KING. 

Qv,eslion . .Are you the clerk who generally makes out the calculations of the quantity of lands 
surveyed, when called for by Cong-ress ? 

Ansu:er. Yes. 
Question. Have you not always made out those calculations from the best materials the office afforded? 
Answer. I have. 
Questwn. Were not the township plats in many instances defective, in consequence of the surveyors 

not having returned the table of contents ? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Were not those quantities heretofore ascertained, where no table of contents were returned, 

by geometrical calculations ? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. In all cases where you ascertained by geometrical calculations, were they as correct as if 

the quantities had been taken from the table of contents ? 
Answer. No; they could not be as correct. 
Question by ]J:r. Graham. Previous to my coming into office, was there any book kept in which the 

quantities contained in each township, as contained in the tanle of contents, was recorded? 
Answer. No. 
Question by the same. Did I not, sometime after coming into office, direct you to keep a book in 

which the quantities of land contained in each township and fractional township was to be recorded ? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Was not the return made to Congress this year taken from that book ? 
Answer. Yes. 
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Qul',stion. Although the geometrical calculations are not precisely accurate, are they not sufficiently 
so for all useful and practical purposes ? 

Answer. Yes. 
ROBERT KING. 

George Wood further examined: 
Question. State if there are any papers belonging to the General Land Office that were forwarded by 

Mr. Davis in reply to the letter of the Secretary of the Treasury, informing him (Davis) of charges made 
against him, that were delivered to Mr. Wilson, and which have not been returned? 

Ansicer. The letters receipted for by Mr. ·wilson on May IO, 1826, are returned, excepting the letters 
of George Davis to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, dated May 27, 1825, and one dated 
February 5, 1825, and the enclosures referred to by Mr. Davis in his letter of January 3, 1825, in which 
he says: "I now enclose you a statement made by the deputy surveyor, just now from Donaldsonville, 
who was present when my letter to Mr. Wilson was presented to him by Mr. Lyman, which puts the 
infatuation of Mr. Wilson, as regards the withholding of the plats of survey, beyond question;" also the 
statement of Mr. Turner, mentioned in the postscript. This letter was detained by Mr. Davis, and enclosed 
in his letter of 5th January, in which he states that" the letter and other papers which you will receive, 
having been sent to the post office a few moments too late for the last mail, I have withdrawn the packet 
to-day in order to enclose the copy of a letter since received from Mr. Harper." These papers are not 
returned. 

In the letter of January 21, 1825, Mr. Davis, in a postscript, writes: "I send two memoranda, marked 
A and B, not at first intended for your eye, but now sent to explain what Mr. Dinsmoor means by what 
he calls regularity and order in an office," &c. These are not returned. 

Mr. Davis, in his letter of March 18, 1825, states: "I had the pleasure, yesterday, of receiving a letter 
from Mr. Turner, covering a copy of the catalogue of the books, papers, and other public property of his 
office, of which he appears to have been just put in possession by the marshal. I enclose a copy of each, 
marked Nos. 1 and 2. I also enclose Nos. 3 and 4, respectively, the copy of a letter -which I addressed to 
Mr. Harper, the register, while I was at New Orleans, and his original letter in reply." These papers are 
not returned. 

In the letter, not dated, (received April, 1825,) Mr. Davis says, "he encloses a copy of a letter from 
himself to J. C. Turner.'' This is not returned. 

The letter of G. Davis, of February 1 'l, 1825, states, "on my arrival het·e, I addressed, as heretofore 
stated to you, a note to the district attorney, a copy of which is herewith enclosed.'' This copy is not 
returned. • 

The letters which were given me by Mr. Graham to loan to Mr. Wilson on May 16, 1826, were those 
sent to the honorable Mr. Rush, with the letter dated March 15, 1826, and the enclosures, (with the excep­
tion of Mr. McCrummins' and other contracts, and the bill of Mr. Lloyd,) were filed in the letters, as is the 
uniform custom of the office. They were letters relating immediately t-0 the charges now preferred by 
Mr. Wilson; and Mr. Davis' letters of the 3d and 5th of January will be found to sustain the propriety 
of the conduct of Mr. Harper, the register in New Orleans, in making certain charges for services per­
formed by him for making copies of plats, &c., to applicants for such copies, which is not, I believe, any 
part of his official duty. The contracts sent in letters to the General Land Office are filed separately; 
and the bill of Mr. Lloyd for surveys was referred to M. R. King, whose duty it is to examine the accounts 
of the surveyors. 

GEO. WOOD. 

Silas Dinsmoor further examined: 
Question by Mr. Graham. Were the surveyors which Mr. Davis refused to pay, the surveyors employed . 

by you? . 
Anszcer. They were employed by me, but were commissioned by Mr. Davis' predecessors. 
Question by the same. Were the field notes of those surveyors in your possession, or in the posses­

sion of Mr. Davis, at the time Mr. Davis refused to pay? 
Ansv:er. They were in my possessio,n, and retained by me, because I had to certify to the correctness 

.of the surveys according to the field notes deposited in my office. 
Question. Do you know that those surveyors made application to Mr. Davis previous to January l, 

1825, and he refused to pay them? 
Ansu:er. Yes. 
Question. Can you state when the refusal was made? 
Anszcer. I think in November, 1824. 
Question by JJir. Wilson. Was it necessary, according to the rules of the office, that the field notes 

should be returned to Mr. Davis, that he might be authorized to pay the deputies after the certificate had 
been forwarded to the surveyor ? 

Ansu:er. I think not; the law does not require it; they never had been formally requested; and the 
certificates were always considered as sufficient evidence to pay the deputies, and payments were made 
under them. 

SILAS DINSMOOR. 

George Wood further examined: 
Question. Was the date of the dismissal of Colonel Dinsmoor in the report of Mr. Graham of December 

20, 1824, the result of accident; and if so, how did it occur? 
Answer. Mr. Graham requested me to give him whatever information the files of the office afforded 

of the dismissal of Colonel Dinsmoor. I brought him two letters-one dated October 24, 1824, and the 
other November 24-1824, from George Davis, both of which had some reference to the dismissal of Colonel 
Dinsmoor and the appointment of General Morgan. From the similarity of the dates of the two letters 
laid before him, Mr. Graham, in filling up the blank he had left in the draught he was the!). making, inserted 
the date October, instead of November, 1824. • 

• GEO. WOOD. 

VOL. IV--117 C 
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Papersfil,ed by Wilson in support ef hi-S charges. 

I. Charges against irr. Graham, including the extract of a letter from George Graham, Commissioner 
of the General Land Office, bearing date August 15, 1824, to George Davis, surveyor, &c., referred to in 
the eighth charge. 

IL Proclamation. 
Ill. Letter of the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting the information required by a resolution 

of the House of Representatives of the 19th instant, in relation to a survey of the lands lying south of 
the 31st degree of latitude. 

IV. Letter from the General Land Office to Levin Wailes, informing him that the money which had 
been received by Winter, as a principal deputy surveyor, improperly, must be repaid, &c., marked A. 

V. Letter from Levin Wailes to John Wilson-relates entirely to the third charge, marked B. 
Auditor's report on salary account. 

t 
Letter from the chairman ef the committee to .Mr. Graham. 

CoNGREss HALL, February 16, 182'1. 
DEAR Sm: Mr. John Wilson has preferred charges against you, of which, by order of the committee, 

you have here a copy. The House of Representatives had referred those charges for investig·ation to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, who have been discharged, and the subject turned over to the Committee on 
Public Lands. The committee will meet on Monday morning at 9 o'clock, and will receive from you 
any communications you shall see proper to make on the subject. Mr. Wilson has been notified to attend 
and sustain his charges. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN SCOTT. 

GEORGE GRAHA.'1:, Esq. 

Letter from the chairman of the committee to .Mr. Wilson. 

CoNGRESs HALL, February 16, 182'1. 
Sm: The charges presented by you against George Graham, esq., Commissioner of the General Land 

Office, have been referred by the House of Representatives to the Committee on Public Lands. The 
committee will meet on Monday next at 9 o'clock, and have directed me to say to you that they will 
expect your attendance before them at the committee room, prepared with such evidence as you may have 
to sustain the charges. The committee will also expect of you a list of witnesses, and copies, or a refer­
ence where copies of such documents as you rely on may be obtained. The committee will prefer written 
evidence and written statements, as far as practicable. 

Your obedient servant, 
JOHN SCOTI'. 

Mr. JOHN WILSON. 

Mr. Wilson to the Speoke-r of the House ef Represe-{l,fatives. 

WASIDNGTON, January 31, 182'1. 
Sm: I beg leave to enclose herewith charges against George Graham, Commissioner of the General 

Land Office, the nature of which, it is presumed, will be considered sufficient to require an investigation 
into his conduct; and all of which, it is confidently believed, are susceptible of the strongest proofs. 

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
JOHN WILSON, 

Principal Deputy Suri;eyor for the Southeosten1, District ef Louisiana. 
Hon. J onN W. TAYLOR, Speaker ef the House ef Representatives. 

I. 

Oharges against George Graham, Oommi-Ssioner ef the General Land Office, exhibited by John Wilson, prin­
cipal Deputy Suri;eyor ef the Southeastern District ef the State of Louisiana. 

First. For conduct operating against the interests of the United States, and of individuals concerned 
in lands in the said States. 

&cond. His wilful and criminal delinquency in neglecting to comply with the instructions of the 
honorable William H. Crawford, late Secretary of the Treasury, to prosecute, or cause to be prosecuted, 
on civil and criminal suits, one Gabriel Winter, of Natchez, in the State of Mississippi, who had sworn 
falsely, for the purpose of defrauding the government of a certain sum of money which the said Graham 
directed to be deducted from the accounts of an officer of the government, and to be paid to the aforesaid 
Winter, for his benefit. 
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Third. His permitting one or more letters to be opened and read in his office by a person to whom 
he knew they were not addressed nor intended for. 

Fourth. His wilful and criminal delinquency in not directing an inquiry into the conduct of the reg­
ister of the land office in New Orleans, on being informed that he had imposed upon land claimants by 
making the most exorbitant charges, as fees, which were unauthorized by law, oppressive upon the 
claimants, and injurious to the interests of the g·overnment. 

Fifth. His advertising; lands for sale by public proclamation, published in one or more of the public 
papers, bearing date August 5, 1826, on the Bayou Grosse Tete, in the State of Louisiana, in the absence 
of the President, who alone was authorized to direct the sale; a great part of which lands he must or 
oug·ht to have known, from the records in bis office, had been confirmed as pre-emption rights, or sold at 
public sale, whilst other lands, long since surveyed and prepared for sale, were not offered. 

Sixth. His incompetency to the performance of the duties of his office, in making returns to Congress 
of unsold lands; the calculations of which produce results so erroneous, and of such data, as to preclude 
the possibility of their being correctly acted upon. 

Bei:enth. His withholding· papers properly belonging to and highly important to the person applying for 
them, and refusing to furnish copies which he bad previously promised, or a reference in any way to public 
documents, also properly belonging to and equally important to the applicant in the adjustment of his 
legal claims upon the government. 

Eighth. For neglecting to carry into effect bis own instructions to George Davis, the surveyor of the 
lands of the United States south of the State of Tennessee, in relation to the settlement of the accounts 
of deputy surveyors, (a copy of which is hereto annexed,) and his neglect to take proper measures for 
the removal of said Davis, who had been repeatedly represented to him as a man of most infamous 
character, incompetent to the performance of the duties of his office, and against whom charges embracing 
offences of the most serious nature, and well authenticated, had been exhibited, when he, the said Graham, 
knew that the interests of the government, as well as of individuals, were materially affected by his con-
tirmwre in~~ • 

.Ninth. His permitting the aforesaid George Davis to continue a suit, instituted by him as the agent 
of the United States, against an officer of the government, founded upon a false oath made by the afore­
said Davis, which will appear by his correspondence with said Graham, and precluding, by his official 
acts, the aforesaid officer from prosecuting suits instituted against him, Davis, thereby subjecting him 
to great delay and pecuniary embarrassments. 

Te,ith. For wilful misrepresentations made in an official report to Congress bearing date December 
20, 1826, in compliance with a resolution of the House of Representatives, dated the 19th of said month, 
to show cause why the lands in the States of Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama, south of the 31st 
degree of north latitude, had not been surveyed and brought into market, did, in the aforesaid report, 
represent, as one cause, "the detention of the books, records, and papers, by the late principal deputy 
surveyor, Silas Dinsmoor, who was removed from office in October, 1824;" thereby imposing upon Con­
gress the belief that no lands had been surveyed or prepared for sale in said Dinsmoor's district, whereas 
he knew, or ought to have known, from the records in his office, that about one hundred townships had 
been surveyed, the surveys approved of by the proper officer, and that the aforesaid number of townships 
migl~t have been brought into market more than three years since, and previous to the appointment of the 
present surveyor south of Tennessee; and further, that he, the said Graham, did assert that the aforesaid 
Silas Dinsmoor was removed from office in October, 1824, which he, Graham, knew was not the case, as 
will appear from his correspondence with George Davis, the surveyor of the lands south of Tennessee. 

Eleeeiith. His having asserted that the continuance in office of the surveyor of the lands of the United 
States south of Tennessee was the fault of the President of the United States, thereby attempting to ex­
culpate himself from his own gross derelictions and violations of duty in relation to the conduct of the 
aforesaid surveyor by an attempt to impose them upon the President. 

T1celfth. His wilful and deliberate falsehoods in relation to the settlement of the accounts of the prin­
cipal deputy surveyors of the eastern and southern districts of the State of Louisiana. 

Ilespectfully submitted by 
JOHN WILSON, 

Pi'incipal Deputy Suri:eyor for the Eastern and Southeastern Districts of Louis'iana. 

Extract from a Zeller addressed by George Graham, Oommiss'ioner qi the General Land Office, bearing date 
August 15, 1824, to George Davis, S7.!rreyor of the lands of the United States south of the Stale ef Te,i­
nessee, (referred to in the eighth charge.) 

"In the Jackson Court-house district the surveying should be confined to the surveying of the private 
claims, connecting them with the township lines, and completing the plats of all those townships which 
contain private claims. 

"I enclose a copy of a letter from Mr. Dinsmoor. From this letter, and from other.;; addressed to 
members of Congress from Louisiana by different deputy surveyors, it appears that the credit of the g·ov­
ernment has been materially injured by the conduct of your predecessors in office. You will therefore 
take immediate measures to remove any just complaints which may be made by the deputy surveyors, in 
consequence of any improper detention of the money due to them by the government, by a speedy settle­
ment of their accounts. 'rhat the necessary funds may be promptly remitted you will furnish this office 
with an estimate, exhibiting-

Ffr.st. "The sums, in detail, actually due to the several deputy surveyors for surveys made in each 
land district, respectively, distinguishing the sums due for the surveys actually returned, and those not 
returned." 

Second. "The amount required to pay for surveys contracted for, and expected to be finished previous 
to January I, 1825, in each separate district." 

Tltfrd. "The amount required to defray the surveying expenses for 1825. This last estimate will be 
submitted to Congress with the estimates from the 'rreasury Department, and must be made in detail, 
exhibiting the sums required for each land district. 

"GEORGE GR.aHAM." 
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Copy of charges against ·George Dams, referred to in eighth charge. 

Charges against George Davis, surveyor of the lands of the United States south of the State of Ten­
nessee, exhibited by John Wilson~ late principal deputy surveyor of the southeastern district of 
Louisiana. 
First. For violating the act of Congress of February 28, 1806, and for conduct operating against the 

interests of the United States, and of individuals concerned in lands within the said district. 
Second. For refusing. to confirm the appointment of Louis Bringier, made by the principal deputy 

surveyor, as a deputy, after having promised such confirmation; and appointing one John Fletcher, a man 
of infamous character, altogether incompetent to perform the duties of the office, and a person who had 
lately before been confined in the jail or calaboose under some criminal charge, where it is understood the 
surveyor, who was also confined, made his acquaintance. 

Third. That the incompetency of and worthless character of the said Fletcher was notorious, and known 
to the said surveyor before the appointment was made, and that he bad previously expressed his opinion 
in public of Fletcher's incapacity. 

Fourth. That the said Davis appointed various incompetent persons as deputy surveyors, against the 
remonstrances of landholders, who absolutely refused to let such surveyors run their lines, in consequence 
of which the said lands remained unsurveyed up to the date of these allegations. 

Fifth. That one of these deputies, named James Grinage, could not even commence the front grants, 
although they had natural boundaries, such as rivers and bayous, and was repeatedly making applica­
tion by letter to know where and bow to begin, and when instructed could not proceed; all of which must 
have been known to said Davis. 

Sixth. 'l'hat the surveys made by the deputy surveyors, who were so improperly appointed, are in 
most or all instances entirely erroneous, and that the said surveyor was apprised of their errors, and still 
suffered them to continue. 

Seventh. That the said surveys made by these incompetent deputies will create great confusion and 
difficulty, and that when the general plat of that district is projected the lines will not correspond; all of 
which must or ought to have been anticipated and plainly foreseen by the said surveyor when he 
appointed those incompetent deputies. 

Eighth. That the inaccuracies of the surveys made by bis incompetent deputies have produced various 
conflicting titles, and that the surveys have tended to confuse and destroy the old admitted claims, and 
to create litigation and dispute among the claimants. 

Ninth. That the said surveyor has very considerably retarded the surveyors in said district by abusive 
language and ill treatment to the old and experienced deputies, many of whom have been driven from the 
employment by unwarrantable insults, all of which have resulted from improper partiality, and adopted 
to displace qualified men from the service, and put in their stead unfit and '.ignorant partisans. 

Tenth. ]!'or withholding pubiic moneys from the deputies when in possession of funds, which were to 
be applied to their use, without any just cause why their accounts should not have been paid. 

Elecenth. For compelling deputies to refund money which had been legally paid them, when no just 
reason existed. 

Twelfth. His appointing to the office of principal deputy surveyor for the southeastern district of 
Louisiana a very young man, who is totally unfit for the duties of the office, having neither practical nor 
theoretic knowledge of surveying. 

Thirteenth. For attempting to intimidate the deputies from urging a settlement of their accounts by 
the most abusive and threatening language, and acting the part of a common bully to effect his object. 

Fourteenth. For having positively forbidden one_ of his principal deputy surveyors from corresponding 
with the Commissioner of the General Land Office or the Secretary of the Treasury without first sending 
the letters to him, that be might judge of the propriety of forwarding them. 

Fifteenth. His repeated threats and disrespectful language against the Secretary of the Treasury and 
Commissioner of the General Land Office. 

Sixteenth. His entire incompetency to conduct the surveys and prh·ate claims in the State of ~ouisiana. 
Seventeenth. His improper conduct in writing confidential letters to his deputies, endeavormg to get 

them to act as spies upon the old surveyors, that be might have a pretence for removing them from office, 
and, when this failed, undertaking to remove them himself without any cause. 

Eighteenth. For receiving again into employment surveyors who had been previously dismissed for 
fraud upon the general government, and extortion from individuals, all of which had been before known 
to said Davis. 

Nineteenth. For wilfully, maliciously, and falsely swearing that John Wilson, late principal deputy 
surveyor for the southeastern district of Louisiana, was indebted to the general government in the sum of 
two thousand dollars, and causing the said '\Vilson to be held to bail in that sum as a debtor to the United 
States, until, from the manifest showing of the said Wilson, the judge of the district court of the United 
States for the eastern district of Louisiana discharged and released his bail. 

Tu:entieth. In falsely stating that the said Wilson bad defrauded the government of the United States 
out of fifteen or twenty thousand dollars, and assigning that as a reason for withholding money due to 
the said Wilson. . • 

Tu:enty-ji,rst. For ordering the said Wilson, then principal deputy surveyor, to W asbington, Missis­
sippi, under pretence of settling his accounts, and having detained him there seve~al days when no 
necessity existed for such detention or settlement, as the said Davis bad all the proper receipts from 
Wilson; all of which was to the injury of the general government, and to the land claimants, in the loss 
of time, and to the health and interest of said Wilson. 

Tu:enty-second. For improper conduct as surveyor, in making repeated applications for a check of 
$140 08 in favor of Auguste Bonnet, which had been previously delivered to said Davis' son; and writing 
to the cashier of the Branch Banlr of Donaldsonville to stop that check if offered, when he knew his son 
bad given a written receipt for the same; and still declaring to others that the said check was dishonestly 
withheld by said Wilson. 

Tu·enty-third. For imposing unnecessary duty upon the principal deputy surveyor, the said Wilson, 
and bis deputies, by requiring triplicate plats of surveys, made previous to his appointment to office, 
which consumed the time of said surveyor and deputies that should have been usefully devoted to 
public service. 
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Ticentyfourth. For the infamous moral character of the said George Davis, and his unfitness to per­
form the duties of .surveyor. 

All of which is submitted by 
JOHN WILSON. 

DoNALDSONYILLE, March 16, 1825. 

II. 

By the P1·esident of the United States. 

In pursuance of the provisions of an act of Congress approved April 20, 1818, entitled "An act 
authorizing the disposal of certain lots of public ground in the city of New Orleans and town of Mobile," 
it is hereby ordered that the register and receiver of the land office at New Orleans shall expose to public 
sale, to the highest bidder, on the first Monday in January next, the building formerly appropriated by 
the United States to the use of the naval arsenal, together with the ground occupied by the said building 
and its appurtenances. 

There will also he exposed to public sale, at the same time and place, and in pursuance of the pro­
visions of the act above quoted, six certain lots of ground situate in the city of New Orleans, designated 
on the official plat of survey filed in the office of the register of the land office as numbers thirteen, 
fourteen, fifteen, sixteen, seventeen, and eighteen, binding on the Rue de l'Hospital, and fronting on the 
Rue de Conde, which ground has been relinquished to the United States by the Ursuline nuns of the 
said city. 

'l'here will also be exposed to public sale, at the same time and place, a piece of ground belonging to 
the United States, situate in the same square as the lots above designated, being three feet and nine• 
inches wide, by one hundred and twenty feet deep. 

It is further ordered that, at the same time and place, the said register and receiver shall expose to 
public sale the following lots of land, situate on the Bayou Gros Tete, in the district of lands offered for 
sale at New Orleans, viz: 

Lots numbered from seven to ninety-four, inclusive of both numbers, situate on the east side of the 
said bayou. 

Lots numbered one to twenty-five, inclusive of both numbers, situate on the west side of the said 
bayou. 

Also a second range of lots, situate on the east side of the said bayou, numbered from one to thir­
teen, inclusive of both numbers. 

The sale will commence on the first Monday in January next, and will be continued until the whole 
of the property shall haye been offered. 

The lots on the Bayou G1·os Tete, appropriated for the benefit of schools, will be excluded from sale. 
Given under my hand, at the city of Washing-ton, this 5th day of .August, .A. D. 1826. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 
By the President: 

GEo. GRAHAM, Commissioner of the General Land Office. 

GENERAL LAND OFFICE, .August 5, 1826. 
By direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, and in virtue of the provisions of the act of Congress 

passed ~fay 15, 1826, entitled "An act for the sale of a house and lot in New Orleans and a storehouse 
at the quarantine ground in Louisiana," the register -and receiver of the land office at New Orleans will 
offer at public sale, to the highest bidder, on the first Monday in January next, the house and lot in Royal 
street, in the city of New Orleans, heretofore used for the district court of the United States. 

By order: 
GEO. GRAHAM, Commissioner of the General Land Office 

III. 

[For the papers belonging to this class see No. 539, page 858.J 

IV.-.A. 

GENERAL LAND OFFICE, Febrv,ary 28, 1824. 
Sm: With the instruction dated the 8th of August last, authorizing the payment of the salary claimed 

by Mr. Winter, I forwarded copies of the papers on which that instruction was founded, together with a 
copy of Mr. Winter's affidavit. 

I now enclose a copy of a letter from Mr. Wilson to the Secretary of the Treasury, together with the 
copies of the certificates which accompanied it, and am instructed by the Secretary to say to you that he 
still thinks that Mr. Wilson is not entitled to his salary from a period beyond that io which you were 
authorized by my letter of the 8th of August last to pay him; but that the facts stated, and the testimony 
now furnished by Mr. Wilson, show that Mr. Winter had virtually abandoned his office, and therefore 
should not have received the pay; and he has directed me to request that you will call upon Mr. Winter to 
refund the amount paid by you, and to assure him that if he does not, both civil and criminal process will 
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be issued against him. You will communicate without delay the answer which Mr. 'Winter may make in 
reply to your demand. 

With great respect, your obedient servant. 
L. '\VAILES, Esq. · 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register's Office, Februa1·y 19, 182'r. 
A true copy of the document on file in this office. 

JOSEPH NOURSE, Registe-r of the Treasury. 

V.-B. 

ADAMS Com:rr, JJfississippi, January 5, 1826. 
DEAR Srn: I was in Claiborne county when your letter of the 2'rth of November must have arrived at 

Washington. I received it a few days since. I recollect informing ~Ir. Davis, by letter, about the time 
you were settling your account with him in October, 1824, that it would be proper to deduct a certain 
sum which had been paid to Gabriel Winter, by orders from the Commissioner of the General Land Office. 
But I have not the most indistinct recollection that two days elapsed between the date of my note to him 
on that subject and the time of its delivery. This much, however, I can say, that whether there may have 
been such a delivery or not, nothing could have been more foreign from my mind than a design to defraud 
either Mr. Davis or the government, or benefit you. 

I have seen and heard so much of the extraordinary epistles of this suspicious blockhead that I have 
ceased to regard anything coming from him in any other light than that of utter contempt. 

I perfectly recollect writing to Mr. Harper, register of the land office in the southeastern district, at 
-the time I forwarded to him maps of the lands which had been advertised for sale on the west side of the 
Mississippi in that district. I had found the maps (if such they might be called) of those lands in the 
office, without course or distance on any of the lines, nor could I find the field notes of any of them. They 
appeared to have been divided into sections, somewhat upon the plan for surveying lands under the 
Spanish government; but the contents of no section had been calculated, or if they had been they were 
not inserted on the maps. In the short time allowed for the computation, and specially with the data 
before me, I had no other means of deducing their contents than from the projections. These I knew were 
not to be relied on for accuracy, and even if they had been, that mode of computation, I need not tell you, 
would have been but an approximation to truth. I therefore apprised Mr. Harper that the areas which I 
had returned ought not to be taken as the true ones. I presumed that you, as principal deputy surveyor 
of the district, would be in possession of the field notes. I therefore informed Mr. Harper that as you 
would ( ex officio) be one of the superintendents of the sales you would be present, and if any section 
should be sold, you should, before any payment should be made on it, revise the calculations from the 
field notes, and that your calculations should be regarded as more perfect than any which I might have 
it in my power to make. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, LEVIN WAILES. 
JoHN WILSON, Esq., Washington City. 

The Uniied States Dr. to John Wilson, late principal deputy sun·eyor for the southeu_st district of Louisiana. 

For amount of his salary from January 1 to September 30, 1824 ............................ $3'r5 00 
For amount of his salary from October 1 to December 22, 1824, 83-92 of $125. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 112 'r'r 

48'r 'r'r 
Deduct amount paid to him by treasury warrant No. 85'r3, dated December 30, 1826, on report 

No. 51414* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 81 40 

Leaving this sum due to him, being the amount that was suspended by said report No. 51414, 
and which is now to be paid conformably to the decision of the Secretary of the Treasury 
of February 12, 182'r. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 406 3'r 

AUDITOR'S OFFICE, Fehruary 13, 182'r. WM. PARKER. 

CoMPTROLLER's OFFICE, February 13, 182'r. 
Examined. WM . .ANDERSON. 

The balance due to Mr. Wilson, as per annexed statement, arises as follows: 
By report No. 51414, for the amount of his salary from January 1 to December 22, 1824 ....... $48'r 'l'r 
There was deducted and suspended this amount that had been paid both to him and his prede-

cessor in office for salary from May 25, 1821, to March l 'r, 1822......................... 406 3'r 

Leaving this amount, which was paid to him by warrant No. 85'r3, dated December 30, 1826 ... 81 40 

Therefore, as it has now been decided that Mr. Wilson is entitled to his salary, which was suspended, 
as above stated, and as his salary from May 25, 1821, to March l'r, 1822, has long since been paid and 
the account settled, and as the deduction was made from his salary that accrued from ,January 1 to 
December 22, 1824, the sum of $406 3'r is now strictly due to him for the balance of his salary for said 
period, viz: from January 1 to December 22, 1824. 

Wllf. PARKER. 
AuorroR's OFFICE, Fehruary 13, 182'r. 

o Per copy of said statement herewith. 
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TRE,lSURY DEPARTIIENT, Register's Office, February I 'I, 182'I. 
I hereby certify that the foregoing statement of the account of John Wilson, la.te principal deputy 

surveyor for the southeast district of Louisiana, is a true copy of the original on file in this office. 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 

The Commissioner of the General Land Office laid before the Committee on Public Lands the following 
papers in reply to the charges made against him by John Wilson: 

On the second charge Mr. Graham submitted the following certified copies of letters, &c., now filed 
with the accounts of J. \Vilson, with the Register of the Treasury: 

GENERAL LAND OFFICE, .April 'I, 1821. 
Sm: I am authorized to inform you that it is the wish of the President and the Secretary of War 

that the office of principal deputy surveyor for the eastern district of Louisiana be given, if vacant, to 
Lieutenant John Wilson, who will present, or cause to be presented, this letter. 

I am, very respectfully, yours, J. MEIGS. 
THo~IAs FREEMAN, Esq., Sunei.Jor General, Washington, 1/Iississippi. 

TREASURY DEPART)IENT, Registers Office, Feb-ruary 19, 182'I. 
A true copy of the document on file in this office. 

JOSEPH NOURSE, Register Treasury United States. 

CHOCTAW AGENCY, JJiay 24, 1821. 
Sm: Your letter of the 9th ultimo, with its enclosure from the General Land Office, recommending 

you for the office of principal deputy surveyor for the southeastern district of Louisiana, have been 
received. That office is considered as vacant, and I am gratified to have the advantage of filling it with 
a person so highly recommended, and no doubt well qualified. 

The principal deputy's office for that district is kept at Donaldsonville, a small viHage on the left 
bank of the Mississippi river, about 'IO miles above Orleans. The salary annexed to the office is $500 a 
year, with fees of 25 cents a mile for examining and recording all surveys made by the deputy surveyors 
in the district. 

Should you accept the appointment, I wish you to proceed without delay to that office. Call at my 
office on your way, in the town of Washington, near Natchez, where you will receive your commission 
and instructions. It fa necessary that you should have some knowledge of the French language, the 
population of the district being chiefly French Creoles of that country, many of whom do not understand 
a word of English. 

Let me ba-.e the pleasure of a line from you on this subject as soon as you receive this. 
I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, THOMAS FREEMAN. 

JoHN WILsoN, Esq., City ef New Yori;;. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register's Office, February 19, 182'I. 
A true copy of the document on file in this office. 

JOSEPH NOURSE, Register Treasury United States. 

SURVEYoR's OFFICE, June 5, 1821. 
Sm: Your letter of 'Ith April, recommending Lieutenant John Wilson for the appointment of principal 

deputy surveyor of the southeastern district of Louisiana, has been received. I have written to Mr. Wilson 
on the subject, and directed him to proceed without delay to take charge of that office, to call at this 
office on his way and receive his commission and instructions. 

I shall be very much gratified to find Mr. Wilson qualified and willing to conduct the duties of that 
office. No surveyor can be found here to take charge of it who is qualified to superintend it. Captain 
Winter, who last bad charge of that office, paid but little attention to it. The back tracts or pre-emptions 
granted to holders of front tracts in that district remain yet to be surveyed. The difficulty of making 
surveys of back tracts in that tract of country renders it almost impossible to get a surveyor qualified to 
undertake those surveys. This, together with the want of the constant attention of a principal deputy 
in the dish·ict, are the causes why the survey of the district has not been completed before this time. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, " 
THOMAS FREEMAN. 

J osIAH MErns, Esq., ,Commissioner General Land Office. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register's Office, February 19, 182'I. 
A true copy of the document on file in this office. 

JOSEPH NOURSE, Register Treasury United States. 

JANU.\RY IO, 1822. 
Sm: Enclosed you have a commission from the President of the United States, appointing you, by and 

with the advice and consent of the Senate, to the office of surveyor of the £Ublic lands south of the State 
of Tennessee, for the term of four years from the date of the commission, ( 9th instant.) You will please 
to qualify yourself by taking an oath to support the Constitution of the United States. You have also 
enclosed an open letter to Nicholas Gray, esq., the chief clerk of the late surveyor, Mr. Freeman, requesting 
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him to deliver to you all the books, papers, &c , appertaining to that office, for which you will please give 
him duplicate receipts. 

I am, &c . 

.A. true copy. J. M. MOORE. 
LEVIN WAILES, Esq., Suri.:eyor of the Public Lands south of the State of Tennessee, now at Opelousas, La. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register's Office, February 10, 182'1. 
The within is a true copy of the document qn file in this office. 

JOSEPH NOURSE, Register Treasm·y United States. 

OPELOUSAS, Louu;iana, February 11, 1822. 
Sm: By the same post to-day which brought me a commission from the President of the United 

States of surveyor of the public lands south of the State of Tennessee I received your letter, dated at 
Natchez, the 4th current, informing me of your having been appointed by the late Major Freeman to the 
office of principal deputy surveyor for the southeastern district of the State of Louisiana, and of your 
determination t-0 remain at Washington, Mississippi, until you should hear from me. 

I expect "to be in Washington by or before the 1st of the ensuing month. That, however, will 
depend, in some measure, on the flowing of the river Mississippi, so as to admit of boats passing through 
Plaquemine. I should regret even this short delay in placing you in charge of the office to which you 
have been appointed, if I did not know that there are at present no funds at the disposal of the head of 
the department to enable you to enter upon the duties of your office, and that there probably will be none 
until appropriation shall have been made by Congress, which I apprehend need not to be looked for until 
about the close of the present session. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEVIN W .A.ILES. 

J oHN WILSON, Esq., Washington, 11.fissu;sippi. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Regi,ster's Office, February 19, 182'1 . 
.A. true copy of the document on file in this office. 

JOSEPH NOURSE, Regu;ter Treasury United States. 

SuRvEYoR's OFFICE, Washington, March '1, 1823. 
From documents in this office it appears tbat Gabriel Winter, esq., was paid his salary as principal 

deputy sur\"eyor for the southeastern district of the State of Louisiana, December 30, 1820. From this 
date no salary has been paid to a principal deputy of said district until .May 24, 1821, wlien, by the letter 
of Thomas Freeman, esq., the appointment was given to John Wilson, esq., to whom the salary has been 
paid from the last-mentioned date. Mr. Wilson resided in the State of New York at the date of his 
appointment; arrived at Washington at the last of February,* and took possession of his office about 
April 1, 1822. 

LEVIN W .A.ILES, Surveyor United States lands south of the State of Tennessee. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register's Office, January 8, 182'1 . 
.A. true copy of the document on file. 

JOHN STRETCH, For the Regwter. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register's Oj.fice, February 19, 182'1 . 
.A. true copy of the document on file in this office. 

JOSEPH NOURSE, Register Treasury• United States. 

Extract of a letter from Levin Wailes, esq_., surveyor of the lands of the United States south of Tennessee. 

SURvEYoR's OFFICE, MisSU3sippi, Jiarch 19, 1822. 
Sm: You will be pleased to proceed to Donaldsonville, in the eastern district of Louisiana, with the 

least possible delay, and take charge of the office of principal deputy surveyor of that district, to which 
you have been appointed by my predecessor in office, the late Thomas Freeman, esq., by his letter dated 
May 24, 1821. 

The books, papers, &c., of your office will be delivered to you by Edward White, esq., in whose charge 
they have been left by Gabriel Winter, esq., late principal deputy surveyor of said district. 

LEVIN W .A.ILES. 
JoHN WILSON, Esq., Principal Deputy Surveyor Eastern District State of Louisiana. 

SURVEYOR'S OFFICE, Washington, Mississippi, December 26, 1823. 
I certify that the foregoing is a true extract from my letter of instruction to John Wilson, esq., 

principal deputy surveyor of the southeastern district of the State of Louisiana, dated March 19, 1822. 
LEVIN W .A.ILES . 

. TREASURY DEPARTI>JENT, Register's Office, February 19, 1827. 
A true copy of the document on file in this office. 

JOSEPH NOURSE, Register Treasury United States. 

o Should be January; see his letter of January 11, 1822.-J. B. 
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NEw ORLEANS, .April 25, 1823. 
DEAR Sm: In answer to your letter of the 7th instant, I state that I considered you as the principal 

deputy surveyor of the southeastern district of Louisiana up to the time that Mr. \Vilson took charge of 
the office, which, I believe, was in April, 1822. I recollect your being· in my office in the capacity of 
surveyor during the short period that the inhabitants had an opportunity of entering double concessions, 
and that you entered some yourself on behalf of others. 

There was no receiver of public moneys in commission till within five or six months of the expiration 
of the law. 

What work you may have done while principal deputy surveyor I cannot certify, no returns having 
been made to my office. 

Yours, &c., 
SAM. H. HARPER. 

Captain GABRIEL WINTER. 

A true copy of the document on file. 
TREASURY DEPARDIENT, Register's Office, Januo:ry 8, 1827. 

JOHN STRETCH,for the Register. 

TREASURY DEPARnIENT, Register's Office, February 19, 1827. 
The within is a true copy of the document on file in this office. 

JOSEPH NOURSE, Register Treasury United States. 

GENERAL LA.>m OFFICE, June 24, 1823. 
Sm: Your letter of the 20th instant has been received. In reply, I have to state that a letter has 

this day been addressed to Mr. Wailes requiring information as to the period when your duties as prin­
cipal deputy surveyor for the southeastern district of Louisiana ceased. Until the receipt of his answer 
an opinion as to the period at which your salary should be paid cannot be given. 

I am, &c., 
JOHN McLEAN. 

GABRIEI, WINTER, Esq., 1ww at Baltinwre, Maryland. 

TREASURY DEPART:llENT, Registe1.Js Office, February 19, 1827. 
A true copy of the document on file in this office. 

JOSEPH NOURSE, Register Treasury United Stoles. 

GENERAL LAND OFFICE, June 24, 1823. 
Sm: Enclosed is an extract from a letter just received from Gabriel Winter, esq., late principal deputy 

surveyor for the southeastern district of Louisiana. I will thank you to inform me when the official duties 
of Mr. ·winter ceased; and whether, as stated, his successor did not qualify for the office until March 19, 
1822, having received compensation from the date of his appointment, May 24, l 821. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
JOHN McLEAN. 

LEVIN WAILES, Esq., Surveyor General, Washington, Missi.ssi.ppi. 

TREASURY DEPARnrnNT, Register's Office, February 19, 1827. 
A true copy of the document on file in this office. 

JOSEPH NOURSE, Register Treasury United States. 

I never did receive from Major Freeman, late surveyor of the United States lands south of the State 
of Tennessee, any information, from which I inferred that the office of principal deputy was vacant, and I 
continued to do the duties of the office until about April 1, 1822. 

GABRIEL WINTER. 

D1smICr OF CoLmmu, Washington County: 
Subscribed and sworn to August 'l, 1823, before 

R. S. BRISCOE, Justice of the Peace. 

TREASURY DEPARTIIENT, Register's Office, February 19, 1827. 
A true cop:v from the document on file in this office. 

• .JOSEPH NOURSE, Register Treasury United States. 

I certify that I was employed by the late Thomas Freeman, surveyor of the lands of the United States 
south of the State of Tennessee, as a clerk in his office, about the middle of June, 1821, in which capacity 

VOL. IV--118 C 
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I continued to act until after the month of .April, 1822, during which time I never knew of Mr. Gabriel 
Winter acting as principal deputy surveyor of the southeastern district of Louisiana, or that he was, 
during the time specified, commissioned as such. On the contrary, I understood that the office was vacant 
until the appointment of Mr. John ·Wilson to fill the office. 

WM. W. ROBINSON. 

STATE OF MississIPPI, .Adams Oounty: • 
Personally appeared before the undersigned justice of the peace for said county William W. Robin­

son, and made oath that the statement is true. 
WM. W. ROBINSON. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me December 25, 1823. 
JAMES CARSON, Justice of the Peace. 

TREASURY DEPARTIIENT, Registr:r's Office, February 19, 182'1. 
A true copy of the document on file in this office. 

JOSEPH NOURSE, Register Treasury Un.ited States. 

NATCHEZ, December 26, 1823. 
I certify that I was employed by Thomas Freeman, esq., late surveyor of the lands of the United 

States south of the State of Tennessee, as a clerk in bis office, before the month of May, 1821, and that I 
continued to perform the duties of clerk in the surveyor's office until the month of April, 1822, during 
which time I have no knowledge of Gabriel ·winter having acted as principal deputy surveyor of the 
southeastern district, State of Louisiana, or that he was, between the months specified, in commission. 
On the contrary, I heard Mr. Freeman remark, on paying Mr. Winter his salary, sometime before the month 
of May, 1826, that it would be the last he would receive, as the office would from that time be considered 
vacant, and always understood that it was so considered until the appointment of John Wilson to fill the 
vacancy. Between the times specified, Mr. Winter was in partnership with Mr. William Moore in the 
mercantile business, and was absent several months on business to the north connected with the affairs of 
the firm. 

NICHOL.AS GR.A Y. 

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI, .Adams Oounty: 
Personally appeared before the undersigned justice of the peace for said county Nicholas Gray, and 

made oath that the within statement is true, to the best of his knowledge and belief. 
NICHOL.AS GRAY, 

Sworn to and subscribed before me December 26, 1823. 
JAMES CARSON, Justice of the Peace. 

TREASURY DEPARTlIENT, Register's Office, February 19, 182'1. 
A true copy of the document on file in this office. 

JOSEPH NOURSE, Register Treasury United States. 

I certify that Mr. Gabriel Winter was a partner of mine in the commerciai business from the month 
of August, 1819, to December, 1821; and in the month of May or June, in the latter year, he went on to 
Philadelphia on business of the concern, and returned sometime in the month of November, same year. 

WM. MOORE. 
NATCHEZ, December 26, 1823. 

TREASURY DEPARTnENT, Registr:r's Office, February 19, 182'1. 
A true copy of the document on file in·this office. _ 

JOSEPH NOURSE, Registe-r Treasury United States. 

DONALDSONVILLE, Louisiana, January 6, 1824. 
Sm: Having been informed by Mr. Wailes that he had been instructed by the Commissioner of the 

General Land Office to pay to Mr. Winter, late principal deputy surveyor, the salary attached to that 
office from the date of my appointment to the office until about the last of March ensuing, on the affidavit 
of Mr. Winter, and to deduct the same which had been previously paid to me from my accounts, I feel 
constrained to address you in relation to it, and to transmit the enclosed copies of letters and certificates, 
from which I think it will appear evident that a more palpable perjury and fraud has seldom, if ever, been 
committed against the United States, or more injustice done towards one of its officers. 

I beg leave to state that in the winter of 1821 I was on a visit to Washington city, being at that 
time an applicant for a civil appointment; while there a letter was received, I think, sometime in the 
month of March or .April, 1821, by Mr. Meig·s, late commissioner, from Mr. Freeman, late surveyor, stating 
that the office of principal deputy surveyor for this district was vacant. Upon the suggestion of Colonel 
Bamford J became a candidate for the office, and on my wishes being made known to Mr. Monroe, he 
directed Mr. Meigs to inform Mr. Freeman that it was his wish that I should be appointed to the office, ( a 
~.opy of whicl} Jetter J e:q.cJos~ herewith.) Upon the receipt of this letter by Mr. Freeman he forwarded 



1827.J oo:MMISSIONER OF GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 939 

to me the letter of appointment, under date of May 24, 1821, (a copy of which is enclosed,) which I 
accepted. I did not, however, leave New York until the month of October following, and took passage 
from Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, for Natchez; but, in consequence of the lowness of the waters, I did not 
arrive there until the January following, when I heard of the death of Mr. Freeman, and was therefore 
compelled to remain at Natchez until the appointment of his successor. On the arrival of Mr. ·wailes I 
received my instructions, (an extract from which I enclose herewith,) under date of March 19, 1822, 
eleven days previous to the time Mr. Winter swears that he was performing the duties of the office, when, 
at the same time, he was at Natchez, transacting business as a merchant. 

The certificates of Messrs. Gray and Robinson, late clerks in the surveyor's office, clearly show that 
Mr. Winter was neither in commission nor acting as principal deputy in any way; while the certificate of 
Mr. :lloore, his partner, proves that, during the time he has sworn that he was acting as principal deputy, 
he was absent at Philadelphia for several months upon business connected with the firm. Many other 
certificates can be obtained in that place, as well as from claimants in this district, showing that Mr. 
'Winter neither resided nor kept an office in the district during the time that he has sworn that he was 
performing the duties. .At the time I received the salary in question from Mr. Wailes, Mr. Winter pro­
posed to me to divide it with him, (Mr. Wailes having refused to pay him after the date ofmy appoint­
ment, knowing that he had not been in service subsequent to that time,) stating that he had preserved 
the bo(•ks and papers of the office, but did not pretend that he had performed any of the duties; for this 
would have been too absurd, where the falsity of such an assertion could so easily be proved. I, however, 
objected to any division, alleging that it was customary, in all departments of the g·overnment, for the 
salary to commence from the date of the appointment, and that sum would scarcely defray the expenses 
of my journey from New York to Natchez, and the expenses incurred while compelled to remain there. Mr. 
Winter acceded to the justice of my remarks, and expressed his willingness that I should draw the salary, 
saying that he should claim a compensation for having p,eserred the books and papers of the office·. I 
will now state in what manner those books and papers were preserved. On my arrival in this place I 
found them in a house belonging to the estate of the late Major Freeman, in which resided the overseer. 
They were crowded into a couple of drawers in a cupboard, and appeared as if they had not been disturbed 
in more than a twelvemonth, all the maps and plans having been more or less injured by insects, and 
many of them rendered entirely useless. .A great number of the field notes of surveys made in the district 
were missing, and not even the evidence of a scratch of the pen to show that Mr. Winter had ever done 
any duty, or that any surveys had been made in the district, or duties performed in the office, subsequent 
to the death of Mr. Gilbert, the former incumbent. Mr. Wailes informed me that he had written to the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, under date of November 9, 1822, stating his reasons for paying 
me the salary which Mr. Winter has since received, to which letter I would also beg leave to refer you. 
I also enclose herewith a copy of a letter from Major Freeman to Mr. Meigs, dated June 5, 1821, wherein 
he states that Captain Winter, who last had charge of the office, paid but little attention to it; from which 
I think that nothing can be more plain than that Captain Winter was not then in commission, although 
he swears he was, until the first of April following; but Mr. Winter never expected that a copy of his 
oath would have been sent to Mr. Wailes; if he had, he never would have dared to have been guilty of so 
barefaced a perjury; and although his conduct and principles have for a long time been the subject of 
much animadversion, he has, by this act, fully disclosed the depravity of his heart, and will, I trust, meet 
with that punishment which deliberate guilt so justly deserves. 

It is with much regret, sir, that I have felt myself constrained to intrude upon your time; but 
believing, as I do, that it is a duty every man owes to society to expose to merited castigation every 
offender who is so base or so unprincipled as to rob another of his property, and feeling that from you 
alone I can only hope for that justice which is due to me, I have thus been induced to encroach upon your 
time, for which I trust the subject will plead my apology. I would also beg leave to add that if any 
doubts should exist as to the expediency of instituting a suit upon the documents I forward herewith, I 
will produce others that cannot leave a doubt upon the minds of the most sceptical that he has been 
guilty of a most wilful and deliberat~ perjury. 

With sentiments of profound respect, I have the honor to be your most obedient servant, 
JOHN WILSON, Principal, Deputy Sun:eyor. 

Hon. W)r. H. CRAWFORD, Secretary qfthe Treasury. 
TRE.AsuRY DEP.ARTIIENT, Registe-rs Office, Febr11.a,y 19, 1827. 

A true copy from the document on file in this office. 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register Treasury United Stales. 

GE::-."ERAL L..1.ND OFFICE, Ma,ch 2, 1284. 
Sm: Your letter and its enclosures have been received and submitted to the Secretary of the Treasury 

for his consideration. 
The enclosed letter to Mr. Wail es will advise you of the decision made by him, and the course which 

will be pursued in relation to Mr. Winter. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEORGE GRAHAM. 
JoHN WILSON, Esq., Principal Deputy Su,i:eyor, Donaldsonville, Louisi.ana. 

TREASURY DEP.ARTIIBNT, Registers Office, Feb,uary 19, 1827. 
A true copy of the original document on file in this office. 

JOSEPH NOURSE, Register Treasury Uniled States. 

GENER.AL LAND OFFICE, Norember 17, 1826. 
The Commissioner of the General Land Office has the honor to return to the Secretary of the Treasury 

the letter of Mr. Wilson, late principal deputy surveyor, bearing date November 1, 1826, and the papers 
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accompanying the same, and, in compliance with the request of the Secretary, submits the following 
remarks on each item of the charges contained in Mr. Wilson's account. 

The first item is a charg·e for $48'7 'r'r, on account of salary which he claims for a period previous to bis 
entering on the duties of his office, and previous to any actual appointment. This question was submitted 
to Mr. Crawford in August, 1823, and, by bis directions, the instructions contained in my letter of August 8, 
1823, ( a copy of which is enclosed,) were given. From subsequent information there was reason to 
believe that Mr. Winter, although in possession of the papers and records of the office, had performed no 
duties which entitled him to the salary; and, by direction of Mr. Crawford, the letter of February 25, 1824, 
was written to Mr. Wailes, (see the letter among the papers submitted by l\fr. ·wilson.) This letter con­
firms the instructions of August 8, 1823, so far as it respects the claim of Mr. Wilson to the salary. In 
giving this decision Mr. Crawford was guided by the general practice of the Treasury Department. With 
respect to Mr. Winter, be subsequently produced some letters from Colonel Freeman, which induced Mr. 
Crawford to agree to submit to Messrs. Williams and Rankin the question as to the period to which Mr. 
Winter was entitled to the salary; but the papers were returned without a decision. 

The second item is for $144, on account of travelling expenses incurred in going to and in returning 
from Washington. Charges of this nature have been admitted by the proper accounting officers of the 
Treasury, on the sanction of the Secretary of the Treasury. This sanction has never been, I believe, given 
but in ontJ instance, and that was in the case of Mr. Wilson himself, and was founded on the certificate of 
the surveyor, Mr. Wailes, then in office. 

The third and fourth items are for charges which can be admitted by the First.Auditor of the Treasury, 
in the regular course of the adjustment of the surveyor's accounts, on the exhibition of the necessary 
vouchers. 

The fifth item is for visiting different parts of his district and examining the work of the deputy 
surveyor. I have no recollection that any such charge has ever been made by any principal deputy 
surveyor except Mr. Wilson, and there is no instance within my knowledge in which such a charge ha~ 
been admitted. 

The sixth and seventh items are charges for his salary, and interest thereon, from the period of his 
dismissal from office by Mr. Davis to the first instant, on the ground that M!-'. Davis had no right to dismiss 
him without the sanction of the President. If that sanction had been necessary it was given by the 
approval of Mr. Turner's appointment, who succeeded Mr. Wilson; but I presume that no such sanction 
was necessary, as the ninth s·ection of the act of April 21, 1816, gives this particular appointment exclu­
sively to the surveyor of the lands south of Tennessee, by whom Mr. Wilson was dismissed. 

I am, very, &c., GEORGE GR.A.HAM. 
Hon. RICHARD Rusn, Secrretary qf the Treasury. 

.A.. 

Copy qf endorsement on the en1;elope qf certain papers now printed, which were submitted to the Hon. 
William H. Crauford, Secretary qf the TreasuriJ, o:rid which are referred to in letter to Joseph .Anderson, 
esq., Comptroller, January 11, 182'7. 

On the receipt of the enclosed papers, Mr. Wailes was instructed to call upon Mr. Winter.to refund 
the money paid him. 

It appears to me from those papers, as well as the letter from Colonel Freeman to Mr. ·winter, which 
he bas himself exhibited, particularly the letter of March 6, 1821, that Mr.• W. is not entitled to receive 
salary beyond the month of March, 1821. 

GEO. GR.A.HAM. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Regu;ter's Office, February 19, 182'7. 
A true copy of the original document on file in this office. 

JOSEPH NOURSE, Regfute-r Treasury United States. 

GENERAL LAND OFFICE, January 11, 182'7. 
Sm: I now return the papers in relation to the accounts of Mr. Wilson which were referred by the 

Secretary of the Treasury to this office on the 10th instant, with directions to report to the Comptroller 
agreeably to the 9th section of the act of April 25, 1812. It may be proper to state that under the 9th 
section of the act referred to no accounts are audited at this office except those of the receivers of the 
land offices. 

In relation to 11fr. Wilson's claim for salaries prior to entering on the duties of the office of principal 
deputy surveyor, I can only say that it has been twice submitted to Mr. Crawford, who decided against 
it, and once to the present Secretary of the Treasury, who, it is understood, gave a similar decision. 

Although it is intimated in an "expose" accompanying the papers now submitted in behalf of Mr. 
Wilson that the whole case was not before Mr. Crawford at the time he gave bis instructions, it is never­
theless believed that every material paper now submitted was before him, particularly at the period of 
his last decision. 

The papers then before him were the letter of Mr. Wilson to the Secretary of the Treasury; dated 
January 6, 1824, and the papers numbered from No. 1 to No. 4, in black ink, contained in the envelope 
marked .A., submitted from this office. The endorsement on that envelope was made when the papers 
were submitted to Messrs. Williams and Rankin, as referred to in a former report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, n1arkedB. 

The general principles which regulate the auditing· the accounts in this office in relation to salaries is 
to allow the salary from the period at which the duties commence. The date of the bond or oath of office, 
therefore, regulates the period from which the salary commences. This general rule is not deviated from 
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except by directions through your office. In conformity, therefore, to these rules, the claim of Mr. Wilson 
for salary previous to entering on the duties of his office cannot be admitted. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
GEO. GR.A.H.iUI. 

J osEPH ANDERSON, Esq., First Comptroller Treasury Department. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Regfuter's Office, February 19, 1827. 
A true copy of the document on file in this office. 

JOSEPH NOURSE, Regfuter Treasury United States. 

GENERAL LAND OFFICE, January 12, 1827. 
Srn: Since the report was made to you yesterday in relation to the claim of Mr. Wilson for salary, I 

have examined the records of this office to ascertain upon what authority it was stated that Mr. McLean 
bad. g·iven a decision in favor of Mr. Wilson's claim, and I find the letters of whict the enclosed are copies. 

\Vhether those letters were submitted to the Secretary of the Treasury or not I have no recollection; 
but whether they were or were not is altogether immaterial. 

"With great respect, your obedient servant, 
GEO. GR.A.HAM. 

J osEPH .A....•-mERSON, Esq., First Comptroller ef the Treasury. 

TREASURY DEPARnIENT, Regfuters Office, FebrWJ.ry 19, 1827. 
A true copy of the original document on file in this office. 

JOSEPH NOURSE, Register Treasury U11.ited Stales. 

On the third charge, l\Ir. Graham referred to the deposition of the Hon. Mr. Wilson. 
On the fourth charge, iir. Graham submitted the following letters, and referred to the testimony of 

Mr. Wood: 

SURVEYOR'S OFFICE, Washington, Mississippi, January 5, 1825. 
Sm: The letter and other papers which you will receive herewith having been sent to the post office 

a few minutes too late for the last mail, I have withdrawn the packet to-day in order to enclose the copy 
of a letter since received from Mr. Harper. Having understood from Mr. Turner, a deputy surveyor just 
from Donaldsonville, that Mr. Wilson had, in his abuse of Mr. Harper, Mr. Lyman, and myself, charged 
us with having combined for the purpose of swindling the government and individuals, I confess I was 
surprised on receiving ifr. Harper's letter, which is the first he has ever written to me in the course of 
eighteen years that we have been partially acquainted. The copy of Mr. Harper's letter is communicated 
without permission, under an impression that it is proper to do so. 

Respecting the propriety of a register's receiving certain fees, as mentioned by Mr. Harper, I have 
not made myself sufficiently acquainted with the subject to form an opinion upon it; but I am certain 
that demands for copies of plats frequently made upon this office are improper, and should be made at the 
register's office, who, in my opinion, ought to be entitled to receive fees for them; or suppose, for instance, 
that Mr. Ruffin had had a right to demand, at this office, a certified copy of his neighbor's plat on the 22d 
of September last, he would have had an equal right to ask for a second one on the next day, &c., forever; 
and if Mr. Ruffin had such a rig·ht, every other man in the community must have had a similar and equal 
right; and if so, what time would be left for myself and the clerks in this office to attend to other duties? 
It appears to me self-evident that the register here ought to be authorized to attend to these inquiries, 
and to charge fees; in which cases there could be no impropriety in a copy of the same plat of surveys 
being issued or furnished daily. Before I came into office those demands were answered, and fees 
charged for them, by my immediate predecessor; and as I have reprobated the practice, I am persuaded 
that I have been frequently harassed by his friends, who have been sent here for the purpose, among 
whom iir. Ruffin is believed to have been one. 

I must beg that you will be so good as to instruct me on this subject. After a plat has been 
furnished to the register, and another to the General Land Office, I am desirous of knowing how many, 
and under what circumstances, others may be demanded at this office as a matter of right. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
G. DAVIS. 

GEORGE GRAHAM, Esq., Commissioner ef General Land Office, Washington City. 

NEW ORLEANS, December 31, 1824. 
Sm: Mr. J. Wilson, late principal deputy surveyor, is now in the city. He says you have denounced 

me as a "damned rascal and a drunkard," alleging that I ought to be deprived of my office, and requesting 
him ('Wi\son) to exhibit charges against me; and I think he said that you observed you either had or 
would prefer charges against me. Now, I cannot believe all this, even on the supposition that.you had 
received false impressions in relation to me; yet I think it proper to inform you of what this man has 
said, and request that you will reply to this letter. I have understood that he has exhibited charges 
against me to the General Land Commissioner, but of what nature they are I am not yet apprised, but 
suppose, from some remark::1 of his, that he has accused me of taking fees from applicants for their appli­
cations. The law has always made it the duty of persons applying either for the enregistering of lands 
or for their purchase to delii:er to the regfuter a writte-a notice or application to that effect. Whenever any 
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person produced to me a written notice, either drawn by himself or any other person, I never charged 
him a cent, except sometimes for a certificate and recording fees; hut when, as was often the case, the 
party applied to me to write his notice, I charge him for it, as I had a right to do, it being no part of my 
duty as register to write his notice. And this has been the invariable custom both in the time of the 
commissioners and in that of my predecessor. But if Mr. Wilson charges me with having taken illegal 
fees as register, he states what is untrue, and cannot support the allegation without the aid of bribery 
and perjury. 

As to my having charged for writing notices, he and everybody else who had anything to do in that 
way were long since acquainted. He knew the reason and propriety, too, of the charge, and never would 
have resorted to the means he has if it had not been to revenge himself on me for a supposed injury I had 
done him in one or two of my communications to the General Land Commissioner. He accuses me, also, 
of having had a considerable agency in procuring the appointment of Mr. Lyman as principal deputy. 
That you know to be entirely groundless. May I request a speedy answer? 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, • 
SAMUEL H. HARPER. 

GEORGE DAVIS, Esq., Suri:eyor General. 

[This letter has beeTi. answered, and a copy of the answer will probably be seIIt, at a time of more 
leisure, to the General Land Office. I never have spoken a disrespectful or unfriendly word of Mr. Harper 
in my life-never having had a cause to do so. G. D.J 

SURVEYOR'S OFFICE, 1Vashington, 11.fiss., January 28, 1825. 
Sm: Your note, handed me a few days since, respecting a demand against the government for 

surveying done by you sometime past in the southeastern district of Louisiana, having been mislaid, I 
will thank you to furnish me with another, in which you are requested to state, explicitly, the causes of the 
delays you seem to have experienced in rendering an account for that work and having it liquidated. 

I shall be very candid with you: I have heard you mention circumstances in relation to your employ­
ment, under the direction of Mr. Wilson, which has had its due influence in removing him from the office 
of principal deputy surveyor of that district, and this is merely to ask of you to state in writing what 
you have incidentally stated to me and others verbally respecting what you know of the conduct of Mr. 
Wilson as principal deputy surveyor of the southeastern·district of Louisiana. The subject, I know, is an 
unpleasant one; but justice to the government, as well as to individuals, requires that the truth should 
be told. 

I am, respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 

JoHN B. PEYTON, Esq., Deputy Surveyor, present. 

A true copy. 

G. DAVIS. 

F. WOOD, } OZ ,1. 
LEOLIN STAYTON, ert.:s. 

WASHINGTON, January 31, 1825. 
Sm: In your note of the 28th instant I am requested " to state, explicitly, the causes of the delays 

which I have experienced in rendering an account, and having it liquidated, for surveying done in the 
southeastern district of Louisiana." I am also requested "to state in writing what I have incidentally 
stated verbally respecting the conduct of Mr. Wilson as principal deputy surveyor of the southeastern 
district of Louisiana." I will answer your first request as follows: 

In the year 1822 I surveyed several tracts of land, (generally denominated "double concessions,") 
and returned them to the office of Mr. Wilson, principal deputy surveyor. There is among them a tract of 
land surveyed for the widow Roman. In making the survey of this tract I found the back line would run 
through a deep cypress swamp. In my certificate of the survey returned to Mr. Wilson's office I explicitly 
stated the land over which the back line would pass to be impassable. 

In June, 1823, I returned another parcel of claims of the same kind. The last returns were made on 
better paper than the first, and the necessary certificates printed. Mr. Wilson insisted on my copying my 
first returns on the same kind of paper, which I readily consented to do. But the claim of the widow 
Roman, he said, must be represented as closed on the ground, alleging, as his reason for having done so, 
that a very important lawsuit was likely to be instituted by the owner of the adjoining land, and he had 
promised to obtain a patent for the widow Roman's land as soon as practicable, which, he said, could not 
be issued unless the survey was represented as closed. He also stated that the principal deputy surveyor 
of the southwestern district had informed him that such was the common practice when surveys could not 
be actually closed. I made the copy as he requested, and returned it folded in the original. The survey 
was approved, and the distance on the back line Mr. Wilson thought proper to put in my account against 
the government, amounting in all to $317 39, stating, as his reason for so doing, that it had been the 
practice in the southwestern district to pay for the back lines of double concessions when the course and 
distance were found by calculation, and the lines could not be actually surveyed. This was done, he said, 
in consideration of the surveyors frequently being oblig·ed to resurvey the division line between the front 
and back concessions, for which he could not be paid. . 

I rec_eipted triplicate accounts, and received of Mr. Wilson a draft on your predecessor in office for 
the amount. :Mr. Wailes refused to pay the draft until one of the accounts, accompanied by a plat of each 
survey, was returned to his office. 'rhis Mr. Wilson refused to do, alleging that J had presented a false 
account against government. The back line of the widow Roman's claim was the item to which he 
attached fraud. It was not at my instance that item was inserted in my acco'1nt. It was ushered in by 
a peculiar kind of art, familiar only to such men as Mr. Wilson, when they have some villanous scheme 
in view. 
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In answer to your request respecting the conduct of Mr. Wilson while in office, I feel it my duty to 
state the following facts: ·when I first reported myself to Mr. Wilson as a deputy surveyor in his district, 
he assigned to Mr. Milo Johnson and myself the surveying of all the double concessions in the parishes of 
St. James, St. John the Baptist, and St. Charles, on both sides of the Mississippi river. He told us that 
he had determined on charging each claimant ten dollars for a certified plat of his land. We were 
instructed, verbally, as soon as we made a survey, to furnish the claimant with a plat, and tell him it was 
necessary to g·o with it to Lafourche and obtain the principal deputy surveyor's certificate to it, for which 
he would have to pay ten dollars. The first time I saw Mr. Wilson after I had commenced work, he was 
anxious to know the cause of no claimants having called on him )Vith their plats. I answered that they 
were not willing to go with them to his office, being a distance of thirty miles. He then proposed that, 
when I had completed a survey, I should send it to him by mail, when he would approve it and return it 
in the same manner; on the receipt of which I was to demand of the claimant his fee, ( $10.) This conver­
sation took place in the neighborhood where I wai; then at work; 'after which he went to a number of the 
inhabitants and told them that the surveys made by me would not be valid without his approval, for which 
he should charge each of them ten dollars, and induced them to believe that the surveys would not be 
approved until he received bis fee. The claimants called on me soon after to know if the law justified 
such a demand? I told them it did not. From my bavfag thus refused to become the tool of Mr. Wilson 
in extorting money from the inbab.itants, (and not his villanous assertion of fraud,) was the only reasons 
he had for withholding my accounts, knowing that, by so doing·, I should experience some pecuniary 
embarrassments; and, probably, be thoug·bt to blast the reputation of one who bad too much knowledge of 
his own villany. It is a notorious fact that Mr. Wilson has charged as high as twenty dollars for a copy 
of one claim; and be once charged a man, who was both ignorant and poor, sixty dollars for having a 
short front line and one side line measured, not more than ten arpents in length. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, • 

GEo. DAVIS, Esq., Suri:eyor General. 

A true copy. 

On the fifth charge Mr. Graham submitted the following papers: 

JOHN B. PEYTON, D.S. 

F. WOOD, } 
LEOLIN STAYTON, Oler!.:s. 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

In pursuance of the provisions of an act of Congress approved on April 20, 1818, entitled "An act 
authorizing the disposal of certain lots of public ground in the city of New Orleans and town of Mobile," 
it is hereby ordered that the register and receiver of the land office at New Orleans shall expose to public 
sale, to the highest bidder, on the first Monday in January next, the building formerly appropriated by 
the United States to the use of a naval arsenal, together with the ground occupied by the said building, 
and its appurtenances. 

There will also be exposed to public sale, at the same time and place, and in pursuance of the pro­
visions of the act above quoted, six certain lots of g-round situated in the city of New Orleans, designated 
on the official plat of survey, filed in the office of the register of the land office, as numbers thirteen, fourteen, 
fifteen, sixteen, seventeen, and eighteen, binding on the Rue de !'Hospital, and fronting on the Rue de 
Conde, which ground has been relinquished to the United States by the Ursuline nuns of the said city. 

There will also be exposed to public sale, at the same time and place, a piece of ground belonging to 
the United States, situate in the same square as the lots above designated, being three feet and nine inches 
wide by one hundred and twenty feet deep. 

It is further ordered that, at the same time and place, the said register and receiver shall expose to 
public sale the following lots of land; situate on the Bayou Gros Tete, in the district of lands offered for 
sale at New Orleans, viz: 

Lots numbered from seven to ninety-four, inclusive of both numbers, situate on the east side of the 
said bayou. 

Lots numbered from one to twent_y-five, inclusive of both numbers, situate on the west side of the said 
bayou. Also, a second range of lots situate on the east side of the said bayou, numbered from one to 
thirteen, inclusive of both numbers. 

The sale will commence on the first Monday in January next, and will be continued until the whole 
of the property shall have been offered. 

The lots on Bayou Gros Teto, appropriated for the benefit of schools, will be excluded from sale. 
Given under my hand, at the city of Washington, this fifth day of August, A. D. 1826. 

J. Q. ADAMS. 
By the President: 

G. GIWLI.M, Commissioner qf the General Land Office. 

GENERAL LAND OFFICE, August 5, 1826. 
By direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, and in virtue of the provisions of the act of Congress 

passed May 15, 1826, entitled "An act for the sale of a house and lot in New Orleans, and a storehouse 
at the quarantine ground in Louisiana," the register and receiver of the land office at New Orleans will 
offer at public sale, to the highest bidder, on the first Monday in January next, the house and lot in Royal 
street, in the city of New Orleans, heretofore used for the district court of the United States. 

By order: 
GEORGE GRAHAM, Gommi'lsi.onerqfthe General Land Office. 

Printers of the laws of the United States in the States of Mississippi and Louisiana will insert the 
above once a week until the day of sale. 
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Extract ef a letter from the Commissioner efthe General Land Office to S. ii. Harpe-r, register at New Orleans, 
Louisiana, dated Septemher 19, 1823. 

"The private claims on the Bayou Darbonne having been granted on account of the settlement prin­
cipally, I presume that there is no danger as to interference with them. It is possible, though I think not 
probable, that there may be some old grants on the Bayou Gros Tete which may interfere with the lands 
proclaimed for sale. This should be inquired into previous to the sale." 

I certify that the above extract is correctly taken from vol. 10, page 302, of the letter-book of the 
General Land Office. 

JN O. H. BA.KER, Clerk to Commissioner ef Public Lands. 

HousE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ]Iaroh 21, 1826. 
Sm: I have the honor to enclose you a petition from several citizens of Louisiana settled on the public 

lands on the "Bayou Gros Tete, which were advertised for sale some months since, but which, it appears, 
were not offered at public sale, which prevents the petitioners from now purchasing them at private sale. 

The circumstances under which these settlements were made, the losses the petitioners have sustained 
in consequence thereof, and the labor they have expended on these lands are fully, and I believe accurately, 
stated in their petition. It was enclosed to me by the honorable John Dutton, judge of the parish of Iber­
ville, and residing at Plaquemine, in said parish, a gentleman of the first respectability, and who is 
intimately acquainted with· our land Qlaims, and the situation of the public domain in Louisiana. He 
represents it as very desirable that the public lands in that quarter should be speedily disposed of. 
Agreeing with him in opinion, and believing it for the interest of the government as well as of the citizens 
of Louisiana that the public lands in a situation to be offered for sale should be speedily brought into 
market, I have to request that a sale of the lands belonging· to the United States, on said bayou, may be 
ordered to take place as soon as may meet the convenience of the department. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. H. GURLEY. 

GEORGE GRAHAM, Esq. 

REGISTER'S OFFICE, New Orleans, .April 29, 1826. 
Sm: Yours of the 29th ultimo has been received, and I now have the honor of enclosing you another 

list of the lots which were not offered for sale under the proclamation of August 11, 1823. .A. former list 
was sent under date of the 16th of September last. The public lots prepared-for sale in this district all 
lie on the west side of the Mississippi, and parallel thereto, from .A.tchafalaya to near the mouth of La­
fourche. In point of soil, I am told they are all nearly equal, and not very unequally distant from the 
Mississippi. I therefore cannot advise any particular portion to be offered to the exclusion of others. 
Some bayous are better known perhaps than others, but which they are I am unable to say. But, as I 
have on former occasions said, I do not think they will in any reasonable time command upon an average 
more than the minimum price. I think the month of November would be an inauspicious time to offer 
lands for sale in New Orleans. That, unfortunately, is often a sickly month here, in which few people 
like to venture into the city. I would suggest the early part or middle of January in preference; that is 
the season when the cotton planters and others most frequent the city. 

In relation to the public lots in New Orleans which are undisputed, I will mention four: 1st. Six lots 
obtained from the Ursuline nuns, by compromise, under the authority of the department. 2d. The navy 
arsenal, authorized to be sold by an act of Congress of April 20, 1818. 3d. The house and lot formerly 
occupied by the district court of the United States in Royal street. And 4th . .A. large square parallel to 
the custom-house, and bounded by Canal, Commerce, Magazine, and Levee streets. The last-mentioned 
piece of ground is very valuable owing to its proximity to the river, and being in the most commercial 
part of the city. The navy arsenal is also valuable, being opposite and contiguous to the principal market­
house. The surveyor has never furnished me with the plats of any 1>f the above-described lots, but I have 
reason to believe that the plats of the two former pieces of ground have been transmitted to your office. 
If any or all of these lots should be offered for sale I would advise that they be offered also in January. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S.A.M'L H. HARPER. 

GEORGE GRAHAM, Esq., Com:missione-r ef the General Land Office. 

The following is an account of the public lots not offered for sale under the President's proclamation 
of August 11, 1823. By comparing this list with that contained in the proclamation, there can be no 
difficulty in ascertaining the lots to be proclaimed hereafter. I follow the order observed in the proclamation. 

Of the lots on the west side of the Bayou Depassou, twenty-six in number, from No. 1 to No. 9, 
inclusive, only were offered. 

Of the lots on the east side of Bayou Latorache, thirty-three in number, none were offered. 
Of the lots on the west side of Bayou Latorache, thirty-seven in number, none were offered. 
Of the lots on the east side of Bayou Fordocke, sixty-six in number, none were offered. 
Of the lots on the west side of Bayou Fordocke, eighty-one in number, none were offered. 

r·. Of the lots on the east side of Bayou Gros Tete, ninety-four in number, from No. 1 to No. 6, inclusive, 
only were offered. 

Of the lots on the west side of Bayou Gros Tete, eighty-one in number, from No. 1 to No. 25, inclusive, 
were not offered; the remainder were. 

Of the lots on the east side of Bayou Gros Tete, (second range,) thirteen in number, none were offered. 
Of the lots on Bayou Marangoin, east side, thirty-one in number, none were offered. 
Of the lots on the west side of Bayou Marangoin, sixty-one in number, none were offered. 
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Of the lots on the east side of the .A.tchafalaya and south of the Big Fork, twelve in number, none, 
except No. 1, were offered. • 

Of the lots on the east side of Atchafalaya and Bear Bayou, sixteen in number, none were oftered. 
Of the lots on the east side of Atchafalaya and west of Cow island, three in number, none were offered. 
Of the lots on the north side of Bayou .Alabama, eight in number, none were offered 
Of the lots on the west side of Bayou Aiabama, twenty-two in number, none were offered. 
Of the lots on the east side of Bayou .Alabama and west of 1'ortoise Bayou, fifty-one in number, none, 

except No. I, were offored. 
Of the lots on the north side of Bayou Goula, fourteen in number, all v.:ae offered. 
Of the lots on the south side of Bayou Goula, fourteen in number, all were offered. 
Of the lots on the north and east side of the Barras or Barrow's Bayou, twenty-seven in number, none 

were offered. 
Of the lots on the south and west side of same bayou, thirty-five in number, none were offered. 
Of the lots on the north side of Cow Bayou, fifty-nine in number, none were offered. 
Of the lots on the south side of Cow Bayou, forty-two in number, none were offered. 
Of the lots on the south and east side of Bayou Black, from forty-five to one hundred and forty-three 

in number, none were offered. 
Of the lots on the west side of Bayou Black, from eighty-five to one hundred and thirty-seven in 

number, none were offered. 
Of the lots on the east side of Bayou Buffalo, forty-seven in number, none were offered. 
Of tho lots on the west side of Bayou Buffalo, forty-two in number, none were offered. 
Of the lots on the east side of Big Caillon, fifty in number, none were offered. 
Of the lots on the west side of Big Caillon, fifty in number, none were offered. 
Of the lots on the east of Little Caillon, eighty-four in number, none were_ offered. 
Of the lots on the west side of Little Caillon, one hundred and five in number, none were offered. 
Of the lots on the east side of Bayou Darbonne, fourteen in number, none were offered. 
Of the lots on the west side of Bayou Darbonne, fourteen in number, none were offered. 
N orE.-All the lots on the west side of Bayou Gros Tete which were offered, viz: from twenty-six to 

eighty-one, have been entered and sold at private sale. Also, all those on the north side of Bayou Goula, 
except No. 14, have been sold; and those on the south side of Bayou Goula, with the exception of Nos. 2, 
10, 11, 13, and 14, have been sold. All the others offered for sale have not yet been entered. 

The lots reserved for the use of schools in the order proclaimed for sale are-
No. 10, east side of Bayou Latorache; No. 13, west side of Bayou Latorache; Nos. 12 and 48, east 

side of Bayou Fordocke; Nos. 18 and 54, west side of Bayou Fordocke; Nos. 9, 45, and 81, east side of 
Bayou Gros Tete; Nos. 23 and 59, west side of Bayou Gros Tete; No. 1, east side of Bayou Marangoin; 
Nos. 6 and 42, west side of Bayou Marangoin; No. 5, east side of Atchafalaya; No. 14, west side of 
Bayou Alabama; No. 28, east side of Bayou Alabama; No. 13, north side of Bayou Goula; No. 21,. north 
and cast side of Bayou Barras; No. 30, south and west side of Bayou Barras; No. 31, north side of Cow 
Bayou; No. 12, south side of Cow Bayou; Nos. 50, 86, and 122, southeast side of Bayou Black; Nos. 99 
aud 135, west side of Bayou Black; No. 34, east side of Bayou Buffalo; No. 23, west side of Bayou 
Buffalo; No. 1'1, east side of Big C:iillon; Nos. 3 and 39, west side of Big Caillon; Nos. 25 and 61, east 
side of Little Caillon; Nos. 13, 49, and 85, west side of Little Caillon; No. 2, west side of Bayou Dar­
bonne. In all, thirty-eight lots and a fraction of tw.elve remaining, being every thirty-sixth loq 

SAM. H. HARPER, Regi.ste-,-. 

On the sixth charge, Mr. Graham referred to the testimony of R King. 
On the charges Nos. '1 and 8, Mr. Graham referred to the testimony of Mr. Moore, Mr. Wood, and Mr. 

S. D. King·; to the letter of January 11, 182'1, to Joseph Anderson, esq., First Comptroller, filed under the 
second charg;e, and to the following papers: 

GENERAL LAND OFFICE, December 21, 1826. 
Sm: The return of those letters now in your possession, which were loaned you on the 10th day of 

l\fay last, and which you have so repeatedly promised to return to this office, are now demanded to be 
brought back without delay. They are the letters of George Davis, esq., to the Commissioner of tho 
General Land Office, and dated February 1'7, 1825, February 22, 1825, March 18, 1825, January 21, 1825 
May 27, 1825, February 5, 1825, January 3 and 5, 1826, and a letter from G. Davis, not dated. ' 

Yours, &c., GEO. GRAH.A..i."\f. 
l\fr. JoHN WILSON, City of Washington. 

GENERAL LAND OFFICE, January 12, 182'7. 
Sm: Mr. Wilson not having yet returned all the original papers which, under your sanction, were 

placed in his hands on the 11th of May last, I deem it proper to submit for your information the enclosed 
copy of a letter addressed to him on the 21st of December. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., GEO. GRAHAM. 
Hon. R. R'(TsH, Secreta-,-y of the Treasv,ry. 

TREASURY DEPARl'MENT, Septeml,er 21, 1825. 
Sm: I have the honor to enclose herewith copies of charg·es touching your official conduct which 

have been transmitted to this department by John Wilson, late principal deplity surveyor of the eastern 
district of Louisiana, and have to request that you will, as early as convenient, furnish such explana­
tions in relation to said charges as may be necessary and proper. 

I am, &c., RICHARD RUSH. 
GEORGE D.w1s, Esq., Su-,-i:eyo-,-General, Washington, Mississippi. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, February 21, 182'7. 
I certify that the foregoing is a correct copy from the records of this department. 

EDWARD JONES, Ghief Ole-,-!.:. 
YOL. IY--119 C 
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SuRVEYoR's OFFICE, Washington, Miss., February 4, 1826. 
Sm: .About the middle of October last I received a note from the honorable Secretary of the 

Treasury, dated the 21st of the preceding month, under cover, with two sheets of foolscap, containing 
sundry slanderous falsehoods, which the accompanying note informed me were copies of charges trans­
mitted to the Treasury Department "by John Wilson, late principal deputy surveyor of the eastern district 
of Louisiana;" and I was requested to furnish, as early as convenient, such facts or explanations in rela­
tion to the sai<l. charges as might be deemed necessary and proper . 

.As there were no specifications transmitted with the charges, an omission which left me utterly at a 
loss, fo most cases, to know or conjecture what was meant by the fabrication, I could think of no mode of 
more likely conforming to the wishes of the honorable Secretary than that of sending to the General Land 
Office a transcript of my correspondence with, and in relation to, the office of principal deputy surveyor 
of that district, for the information of the Treasury Department. You will accordingly receive herewith 
copies and extracts of letters numbered from one to sixty, as also one marked .A, which will furnish all 
the information within my power as regards my official conduct in relation to the southeastern district of 
Louisiana. 

The whole correspondence is not communicated, but I have not intentionally or knowingly withheld 
any part that could be useful towards the compliance with the wishes of the honorable Secretary. In a 
few instances you will find copies enclosed of entire letters when extracts only would have been suffi­
cient; and in a few others the clerks, in making extracts, have transcribed more than was necessary or than 
had been intended. These have been accidents resulting from mistakes in them; and I have not thought 
it necessary to detain them from other business in correcting them. If copies of the entire letters should 
be wished for in any cases where extracts only are furnished, or should Messrs. Ripley and Wilson point 
out any that are withheld, and which they may think might be useful to their cause, you will only have 
to demand copies of them and they shall be transmitted. On many of the enclosed transcripts you will 
find explanatory notes, which may prove useful. 

Your letter of December 19, 1825, came duly to hand, but indisposition 'and other causes have 
prevented an earlier acknowledgment of it. I beg you to accept my acknowledgments and thanks for 
the full and satisfactory instructions which it communicates on several points. The idea expressed in 
my·letter of the 16th of the preceding month, that in locating private claims it might be somewhat 
preferable to assig·n them determinate depths, with such indefinite widths as should take in the required 
quantities, was occasioned by my having observed that, in decisions of the old board of commissioners, 
they had assumed such a principle in cases where the quantity of the grant was fixed, while its par­
ticula'r dimensions had been left by the orig·inal grant less definite. 

In noticing that part of your letter which informs me of General Ripley's having- lent his name in 
support of his charge against me, in the name of Wilson, of improperly appointing· Fletcher a deputy 
surveyor, I would beg leave to remind you that I had long previously informed you that Ripley was 
Wilson's counsel. That he, in his professional capacity, drew up and was co-author of the falsehoods 
contained in the charges against me, exhibited in the name of Wilson, there can be no doubt. Of such 
men as Ripley or Wilson only was it to have been expected, therefore, that the invention of falsehoods, 
the drawing of them up in form as charges, and the impudence of coming forward as a witness to 
substantiate them, were to be exhibited as the acts of the same individual. .All conjecture aside on this 
subject, there can be scarcely a doubt but that the mere relation of counsel in which Ripley stands to 
Wilson in this case, when the circumstances are viewed in all their bearings, would exclude him as a 
competent witness in a court of justice. For, as the g·overnment is in no manner concerned about the 
character of Fletcher, (he having executed no surveying under his appointment,) except in so far as my 
character might be implicated, in consequence of making an improper appointment, Ripley's officiousness 
must have for its object my removal from office; the effects of which upon the minds of a New Orleans 
jury in the trial of Wilson's suit against me may well be imagined. These facts and considerations, 
together with others which I shall notice presently, exhibit Ripley in the several incompatible capa­
cities ofplaintift~ accuser, counsel, and witness. 

I believe it is not an uncommon case in New Orleans, more than elsewhere, however disreputable it 
may be considered in a legal view for an attorney, in want of employment, when undertaking· a s11it for a 
plaintiff in a doubtful case, or when his client is unable to advance a fee, to agree to depend for a remu­
neration upon the issue of the suit about to be instituted. As this was precisely the situation of the 
c0unsel and his client, I am quite as free from doubt of these being the terms upon which Ripley insti­
tuted'the suit against me in February last, in the name of John Wilson, as I am deficient of positive proof 
of this supposed fact. This, if admitted, furnishes a clue to Ripley's subsequent movements. He com­
mences a suit which be permits to lie dormant until, by the invention of falsehoods in the form of charges 
against me, which he modestly attempts to substantiate by the loan of his great name, he hopes to have 
me removed from office, correctly enough calculating upon the powerful effect it would be likely to have 
upon a New Orleans jury in giving· credit to such false testimony as he might introduce, thus corroborated 
by an act of government, and in awarding damages for the imaginary injuries for which 'Wilson and 
Ripley pretend to be seeking redress. · 

"\Vithout ever seeking, procuring, or caring·to procure, a personal acquaintance with General Ripley, 
after he had left the army and settled in New Orleans, there was none more warmly his friend, owing to 
the good conduct attributed to him during the late war, than myself. I and some others used to vote for 
him with great regularity when he was thought of as a candidate for the legislature, while the general 
mass of the population of New Orleans rejected him with apparent horror. By long-continued attacks in 
a newspaper, of which he was the reputed editor, u·pon the French part of the popnlation of Louisiana in 
consequence of their refusing to vote for him, he drew from another paper an exposition of his character 
previous to his joining the army. Owing to this, and some little low shifts to which pecuniary embar­
rassments had continued to drive. him, he became with me a doubtful character, until my doubts were 
removed by the falsehoods contained in his petition to the ccmrt with which he cnmmenced the suit 
against me in Wilson's name, mentioned to you in my letter of February l 'l', 1825. Ripley's ideas of an 
attorney's duty to his client, the suit· referred to being taken as an exemplification, if put into words, 
might be taken as a paraphrase on those of the celebrated English advocate Brougham. The latter seemed 
to think it the duty of _a lawyer faithfully to defend bis client at even the hazard of bringing down upon 
p.imself the vengeance of a King. Ripley seems to think that it is the duty of an attorney out of business 
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to become the partner of a pauper in an action for pretended damages, and to invent falsehoods, and to 
offer hir11self as a witness in support of his own suit .• 

At an interview had with General Ripley in the office of the district attorney in New Orleans a few 
days after the suit on behalf of the government had been instituted against Wilson, he inquired of me 
the particular causes of \Vilson's removal from office; some of which I enumerated, such as extortion, 
neglect of duty, the artifices which had been used by him to retain his office, by first borrowing money of 
me under the pretence of extreme distress, and subsequently, when that hold upon me was about to be 
removed by a settlement of his accounts, obtaining from me by improper management a check for money 
in favor of Deputy Surveyor Bonnet, as repeatedly explained to the Commissioner, and afterwards retaining 
both it and the account for the payment of which it had been furnished, under a belief, no donht, that I 
dare not remove him while he had possession of those papers. 

On receiving the copy of Wilson's charg·es against me, evidently drawn up by Ripley, I was surprised 
to perceive all the offences for which I had been compelled to remove Wilson introd.uced as charges against 
myself, even including the circumstance of the check. I was inclined at first to ascribe to Ripley a con­
siderable portion of ingenuity in his mode of reversing the direction of my own battery and turning it 
against myself; but, on reflection, I have perceived that the only quality of the mind necessary in the case 
has been a total disregard to truth, of which he had furnished me with a most extraordinary sample in 
the petition upon which his suit against me in ,vnson's name was commenced 

I have had occasion heretofore to inform you that Wilson, having heard of my appointment to this 
office, in the first instance, before I had heard of it myself, visited me at my house in New Orleans in a 
very few days after I had received it. During his stay in the city the time which he spared from drinking­
houses and gaming tables was divided between his visits to me in quest of money, and in searching for 
persons inimical to me in order to obtain assistance, when wanted, in slandering my character; in the 
coursfl of which he foll in with an individual of the name of Rollins, who had sometime previously been 
dmpped from his employment as an officer of the customs, for what I am not able to say with precision, 
but I believe, in part, for slandering the pres.ent collector, of which I knew him to be guilty, though I had 
never thought it worth while to communicate it. From this individual who, like Lucifer, hated every 
person whom he had left behind, including myself, and who, although extremely illiterate and deficient of 
that kind of knowledge which can be obtained only from books, possesses a considerable portion of 
natural talent and a tolerably deep insight into human nature, ·wnson obtained statements upon which 
many of the insinualfon.s which his charges convey are founded. The activity of ·wilson in slandering 
me after he was dismissed, as communicated to me since by different persons, especially by the editor of 
the Louisiana Advertiser, in New Orleans, was truly astonishing, and justifies me in asserting that, 
while a man's moral conduct depends upon hirnsel.f, his moral character may, and frequently is, made for 
Lim by others. 

Hollins had not neglected to comn~unicate to Wilson what he conceived to be my prejudices, who, 
supposing that imputing to me those foibles or vices against which my prejudices were at war would 
wound me in the most vulnerable points, did not fail to avail himself of those advantages. Thus, having 
been informed that being not only temperate myself, but that I had a particular aversion to sots and 
drunkards, which was his own character, on Lyman's presenting to him his letter of dismissal, he 
pronounced me, among other things, and in public, "a most consummate drunkard.'' Rollins having 
represented my prejudices against the appointment of foreigners to office to the exclusion of American 
citizens as almost amounting to intolerance; that my aversion to the British government amounted, as 
Rollins supposed, to hatred; and that the mere circumstan<:'e of being born an American was one of which 
every American should be proud, \Yilson represented me at Donaldsonville as a deserter from the British 
army; and )Ir. Beardslee, the newspaper editor referred to above, has informed me that happening in a 
drinking-house about ten o'clock at night in the course of last winter, ·wnson came in, and that, although 
the company who happeni>d to be present were equally unacquainted with him (\Vilson) and with me, he 
immediately commenced slandering me, asserting that I was a Briton, and that I had favored them during 
the late war, &c. 

If I have ever been inclined to bigotry in anything, it has been in my political faith in the rectitude 
and justice of our own government above those of any other on the globe; but Ripley and Wilson, who had 
heard of this, have charged me with making use of abusive and threatening language against the Secre­
tary of the Treasury and the Commissioner of the General Land Office. 

This vague assertion, which is introduced into Ripley's string of falsehoods as charge 15th, being, 
in its nature, personal, seems to require some more particular notice. I have always taken upon me to 
think for m;yself, and, on all proper occasions, to express my opinions on political matters, and in relation 
to candidates for office. As regards 1fr. Crawford, of whom I had always thought, in the general, well, 
I can truly say that, for the last year previous to the late presidential election, he stood, in my estimation, 
second among the candidates for that high office; and if I had not made up my mind some years previ­
ously in favor of the present incumbent, which nothing had occurred to change, and had my vote or 
oi.iinion between them been of importance, I should have felt some difficulty in deciding between them . 
.As for the Commissioner of the General Land Office, all I knew of him at the time of my last interview 
with \Vilson was, that he had sent me the President's commission appointing me to my present office, 
which, of itself, was calculated, upon a well-known faculty of the human mind, with which reason has no 
concern, to give him a considerable hold on my friendship. Nothing had, up to that time, occurred to 
change those feelings; and it forms no part of my disposition or character to join in the <:'ourse of conver­
sation either in eulogizini:r or censuring absent persons contrary to my own opinion or feelings. 

But in the case under consideration, as well as in others, Ripley has taken care to charge me with 
an oftonce of which he had been apprised that Wilson was known to be guilty. In speaking to me when 
at this office in October, 1824, on the subject of his having been required to refund money which had 
been improperly paid to him by Mr. Wailes as salary for a period during which he had been amusing 
hims(,lf for several months on the route between New York and this place, \Vilson indulged in very irrev­
erent language against the Secretary of the Treasury and the Commissioner of the General Land Office. 
He observed that the Commissioner having once decided against him, and in favor of Gabriel \Vinter, he 
had persisted in his former incorrect determination, and had prevailed on the Secretary of the Treasury 
to support him in it, after he (Wilson) had proven to the Commissioner that his former opinion and 
decision had been wrong and unjust.-( See the instructions to Mr. \Vail cs, dated August 8 and 19, 1823, 
and February, *1824, all which I had occasion to refer to as authority for withholding the muney.) 

0 Date not given in tbe copy from General Land Office. 
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Wilson on that occasion remarked that he contemplated resigning the office of principal deputy at 
the end of the year, and entering into copartnership in the editing of a newspaper in New Orleans, when 
he intended to expose the unjust conduct of the Secretary and Commissioner in causing his-as he called 
them-" just demands" to be withheld, at the same time intimating that if I was not very prompt in 
settling his accounts, he should notice me also in his contemplated capacity of a newspaper editor. As 
this was not the first time he had thrown out similar hints, I took off my spectacles, and laying them 
down, informed him-with, I suppose, some appearance of sternness-that if he again repeated his threat, 
he might go elsewhere to obtain a settlement of his accounts, as it was not incumbent on me to submit 
to be dragooned into a duty, whether real or supposed. The creature recollecting some distorted account 
given him of me, I presume by Rollins, and being, T believe, a great poltroon, he exhibited symptoms of 
alarm, apprehending, no doubt, th&.t I was going to chastise his insolence upon the spot. If this simple 
occurrence, which has been here fairly stated, did not give rise to Ripley's charges, numbered 9, 10, 11, 
13, and 15, I am altogether unable to conjecture-what did. 

The charge thus raised by Wilson against the Commissioner and Secretary of the Treasury, 
founded upon the letters of the Commissioner to Mr. Wailes, referred to in a preceding page of this letter, 
and afterwards exhibited as charge 11 against me, must be viewed as a most serious one, especially wh(.m 
it is considered that they were decisions solemnly made under oaths of office. In withholding the money 
(I believe it would be very difficult to compel a deputy surveyor to refund money,) I only obeyed orders. 
But who are so high, so great, or so good, as to be safe against the slanders of such_men as Eleazer \V. 
Ripley and John Wilson? 

This hopeful pair charge me with perjury and some other indictable offences. It might be a suffi­
cient answer to those charges to inquire if the authors of them were restrained by friendship from insti­
tuting criminal prosecutions against me when I was in New Orleans during most of the month of 
February, 1825. But this charge being a serious one, I will observe that the district attorney at New 
Orleans, when in possession of every fact relating· to the case of Wilson's withholding the public property, 
drew up, at the foot of the petition upon which Wilson was held to bail, such an affidavit as he must 
have thought I ought to take. He was acting on his oath of office; was said to be a religious man, and 
could have no motive for misleading me into the error of taking a false oath. The case of thus holding an 
individual to bail in order to wrest from him property not his own was not a singular one in Louisiana. 
A case took plac!:l in a State court in New Orleans, in the winter of 1818-'19, of the agent of a steamboat 
( the Tamerlane) against the captain, who refused to be superseded by another. The captain being held 
to bail, was actually committed to jail, and the property was afterwards sequestered. 'l'he consequence 
was, a suit by the captain against Mr. Story, the plaintiff in the first suit, for damages. False imprison­
ment was perhaps charged, but the captain undertook to support that charge, I believe, upon the nature 
of the compact between himself, as master and part owner, and the other owners of the steamboat, and 
perhaps upon wages due, which gave him a right to keep possession. I heard the case ably argued. 
Duncan and Hawkins for plaintiff, and Livingston and Morse for Story, defendant. The case involved so 
many knotty points that the jury were kept out for some time, and left the court, after which I never 
heard what was the verdict. Malicious or false swearing formed no part of the charge against Mr. Story, 
who is as honorable a merchant, and, I believe, as much respected, as any other in New Orleans.-(See 
my notes on the accompanying letters, numbered 22 and 42.) 

Wilson and Ripley make charges against me for writing to deputy surveyors who were acting under 
him, without letting the letters pass through his hands, and for forbidding him (Wilson) to write to the 
Secretary of the Treasury and Commissioner of the General Land Office. Those charges, false as they 
are, will be found, when compared together, to be also in the highest degree absurd. In the course of 
Wilson's boastings of correspondl3nce with different members of the government, and of holding his 
appointment from the government as principal deputy surveyor, independent of this office, I suggested to 
him the idea that it must be extremely harassing to the heads of departments to be called upon by 
deputy surveyors and chain-bearers for instructions in the course of their duty; and I appealed to him as 
a "man of war," or as a military man, for his opinion as to the propriety of the President of the United 
States or the Secretary of War issuing their orders to the non-commissioned officers of the a1·my. I was 
in hopes to have checked, by this mode of turning his conduct into ridicule, an impropriety that must 
have been extremely troublesome and offensive to the Secretary of the'Treasury, and which, I supposed, 
might have been the cause in part of the hint I had received from the Commissioner, soon after I came 
into office, to dismiss Wilson. 

Whether I have written too much or too little, I am perfectly disgusted with writing, and shall con­
clude by referring you to a careful perusal of the enclosed correspondence, together with the notes on the 
backs of the letters, and by a request that, if more be necessary to be said on any point, I may be 
advised of it. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
G. DAVIS. 

GEORGE GRAHAM, Esq., Commissioner cf the General Land Office, Washington City. 

P. S.-I omitted in the foregoing letter to notice the assertion of my having made my acquain­
tance with Fletcher in the calaboose or jail, where he was confined for some criminal oftence, and where 
it is understood that I was also confined. As Ripley, who, without doubt, drew up those charges, is a 
practitioner in the courts in New Orleans, he must know that his statement respecting Fletcher's being· 
confined on some criminal charge is utterly false. Ripley well knows, and therefore ·wilson might and 
does also know, that assertion to be utterly false. The lie was only invented to reflect upon my character 
for making an acquaintance with a person while confined in jail under a criminal charge. I have no kind 
of disposition to defend Fletcher's character. His offence was, however, that of being in debt. On a 
short acquaintance he appeared to me, as a man of education and talents in distress, to be an object of 
compassion. But mankind are not, nor am I, in the habit of making bosom friends and intimate associates 
of all persons who are capable of exciting our compassion. Wilson, as I have said in my notes on the 
accompanying papers, had made application to me for more deputies, without mentioning Bringier.-(See 
letter No. 1.) I could prevail on no old hand to work under him; and believing Fletcher to be tplerably 
well qualified, I was bound, by my official situation, to give him the appointment. It was a transaction 
which resulted from a sense of duty, and from which all ideas or feelings of friendship were excluded. 
The appointments of Flf'tcher and Grinage were made before Bringier was mentioned to me.-(See note 
on No. 11, accompanying this.) 
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My own difficulties at the time of my first acquaintance with Fletcher resulted from a faithful and 
determined execution of my duty to the government as an officer of the revenue, a faithful representation 
of which would occupy several sheets of paper, and in which I should have to introduce myself as the 
hero of my own story. It is sufficient, in my opinion, to say that at that time, and under the circum­
stances to which I have alluded, of my becoming acquainted with Fletcher, (in the winter of 1818-'19,) 
I was an officer of the customs, in which capacity I continued up to the time of my appointment to this 
office. I think that during the time I was attached to the custom-house both the collector, naval officer, 
and surveyor, suffered confinement merely for doing their duty. 

It may not be amiss to observe that the laws of Louisiana make, perhaps, at the discretion of the 
judge, imprisonment a part of the punishment under conviction of offences of every description, however 
trivial, such as assaults with or without battery, libels of the lowest grade, &c., &c., and that truth, 
according to the English common law, is there, under the usual circumstances, a libel. 

G. DAVIS. 

GENERAL LAND OFFICE, March 15, 1826. 
Sm: I enclose a letter, together with the accompanying documents, received a few days ago from Mr. 

Davis, in relation to the charges brought against him by his late principal deputy surveyor. 
It appears from these papers that the suit instituted by Mr. Davis against Mr. Wilson at New 

Orleans is still pending, as well as that brought by Wilson against him. I had been under the impression 
that these suits had been dismissed, and have written to day to Mr. Davis to inquire the reason of keeping 
on the docket that against Mr. Wilson. I enclose the letters of Mr. Davis relative to the dismissal of 
Mr. "\Yilson, and the measures taken to recover the public documents from him. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
GEO. GRA.H.A..i.\L 

Hon. R. RusH. 

The conduct of Mr. Wilson in relation to the delay in surveying the lands of General Lafayette was, 
I think, satisfactorily explained by him. 

• NorE.-This letter was in the possession of Mr. Wilson from the 10th of May until he was compelled 
to surrender it and other papers to the committee on Friday morning, 23d of February. 

On the 9th charge, Mr. Graham referred to the following letters and extracts: 

SuRVEYoR's OFFICE, Washington, Miss., Januar-y 3, 1824. 
Sm: I enclose you an original letter, recently received from Mr. Wilson, dated the 22d ultimo, and 

the copy of a letter from Mr. William S. Lyman, dated the 24th ultimo. The original of the first is sent 
in consequence of the superscription on the back, which, I presume, does not deserve any comment. 

I should not say anything of Mr. Lyman, but that I understand he is assailed, or is likely to be 
assailed,.in a letter to you from Mr. Wilson; on which account I shall merely observe that, although I 
have never in my life spoken to Mr. Lyman otherwise than by letter, I know, from information, that there 
is not in Louisiana a man of fairer character than he. The character of dissipation imputed to him, as I 
am informed, by Mr. Wilson, is, I can assure you, without the shadow of foundation; and it can only be 
intended by Mr. "\Vilson, as a turning of the tables upon Mr. Lyman. 

A.s to the improper conduct imputed, as I understand, to Mr. Harper by Mr. "\Yilson, I can only say 
that I !mow nothing of it, and but little of Mr. Harper himself; but of this more, perhaps, hereafter. 

~fr. "\Yilson appears, and you must have had occasion to perceive it heretofore, to have been laboring 
under misconceptions with regard to the laws by which his office was created, and some of the duties of 
it imposed. He has thoug·ht proper to seize upon the act of April 28, 1806, pages 508 and 509 of Inger­
soll's Digest, which has no relation to the subject. 

I enclose you a statement made by a deputy surveyor just now from Donaldsonville, who was present 
when my letter to Mr. Wilson was presented to him by Mr. Lyman, which puts the infatuation of Mr. 
"\Vilson as regards the withholding of the plats of surveys beyond question. Being much occupied in 
examining Mr. Lawson's accounts, I have but a moment to spare for writing. 

I am, respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
G. DAVIS. 

GEORGE GRAIL1Jr, Esq., Commissioner General Land Office, Washington City. 

P. S.-When about to pay Mr. Wilson the money due to himself and Mr. Lloyd, in October, I inquired 
for the plats of surveys, and he showed and left with me a copy of your letter to him of October 12, 1823; 
and, having no doubt of your orders having· been complied with, I forgot to get his certificates to 
that effect at that time, and have been unable to obtain them since. On this subject, I beg leave to 
refer you to Mr. Turner's statement. 

G.D. 

DONALDSONVILLE, December 24, 1824. 
DEAR Sm: On Saturday last I received your letter of the 14th instant, enclosing my commission as 

principal deputy surveyor. I arrived at this place on Monday morning, and presented a letter to Mr. 
Wilson, requiring him to deliver over to me all the books, papers, &c., &c., in his possession, as late 
principal deputy surveyor. After reading it, and pouring forth a torrent of abuse, which he appears well 
qualified to exhibit, but would not become me to repeat, he refused to comply with the instructions of 
the letter, and said he must have time to consider whether he would deliver up the papers, &c. Yester­
day, on hearing that he was going to New Orleans, I went with a friend of mine, Mr. Dewey, as a witness 
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of the demand which I made for the documents above alluded to, which he positive1y refused to deliver in 
the presence of Mr. Dewey. Afterwards, I caUed for legal advice on C. D. ·white, esq., who informed me 
that he knew of no process in the State court whereby I could enforce the delivery of the property 
belonging to government, and that, if there was any statute in relation to the subject, it was vested in 
the courts of the United States. I could do no more. In aU my interviews with Mr. ·wilson, my feelings 
have been extremely wounded in listening to the most uncharitable, untrue, and insulting epithets heaped 
on you and Mr. Harper; but, through the whole time, I have not said anything· to produce a quarrel, or 
authorize the treatment he extends to me. 

Mr. Harper anticipated the result, and cautioned me to write you immediately, and that, no doubt, 
you would come to Donaldsonville, which I most sincerely wish you would; for, as you mentioned that 
my salary will only commence from the time I take possession of the office, and as I expended all my 
funds in the outfit, it renders my situation extremely embarrassing as well as expensive. Mr. ·wnson 
will go to New Orleans to-morrow, and no one can teU when he will return. • 

I have executed, as far as in my power, the instructions you gave me. The bond was signed by Mr. 
Harper and Mr. John Nicholson, and the sufficiency of the sureties certified by the United States district, 
attorney. The bond is now in my possession; and, believing you will come to this place, I do not forward 
it at this time. On the morning of my departure from New Orleans, I called at your house, and :Mrs. 
Davis showed me that part of the letter which related to the account of Mr. "Wilson. I was extremely sorry 
to find your son unwell; :Mrs. Davis said he bad caug·ht cold, which produced a fever, but, having taken 
medicine, was in hopes he would soon recover. 

The plats, together with the check to the order of Mr. Bonnet, I understood had been tra,nsmitted to 
you by your son. As respects the triplicate receipts you called for of Mr. ·wilson, he refuses to have any­
thing to do with them; and I hope, in consideration of all circumstances, you will come to Donaldsonville. 

Mr. Turner left this a few hours since, in the steamboat Rambler, for St. Francisville, I believe. 
I hope you will excuse this hastily written and unconnected epistle, as I have to write partly on a bed, 

with a poor pen, and disturbed almost every minute. 
With sentiments of great respect and esteem, I remain, sir, your sincere friend, 

WM. S. LYMAN. 
GEORGE DAVIS, Esq. 

[I answered Mr. Lyman immediately, telling him that his salary should have commenced on the 
23d of December, and making him a small remittance. An entire copy is given above, as preferable 
to an extract. 

G. DA vrs.1 

Extract of a letter frorii G. Davis to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, dated Washington, 
'JJiississippi, January 21, 1825. 

"Previously to writing my letter of the 12th instant, in which I intimated an intention of resigning, 
I had receivE>d information from Mr. W. S. Lyman that at an interview between Mr. "Wilson and himself at 
the office of the district attorney in New Orleans Mr. 'Wilson had promised that, on his return to 
Donaldsonville, where he expected to be on the 12th instant, he would give up the public documents, &c., 
of his late office of principal deputy surveyor, which, as heretofore communicated to you, he had at first 
refused to do. Since then I have been informed, through another channel, that Mr. "Wilson was still in New 
Orleans on the day upon which he had promised to put his successor in possession of his late office." 

Extract of a letter from G. Davis to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, dated New Orleans, 
February 5, 1825. 

"Agreeably to the intimation contained in my letter of the 1st instant, I left my office at Washington 
on the 2d, and arrived at Donaldsonville about 12 o'clock in the night of the 3d instant. Finding, in 
the n10rning·, that :Mr. Wilson had not returned to that village, and that the public property of his late 
office still remained locked up, I embarked on board the first steamboat that passed, and leaving 
Donaldsonville about one o'clock ;yesterday, I arrived at my home here at four o'clock this morning·. 

"As soon as the public offices were open I addressed a note to Mr. Smith, the district attorney, 
requesting his aid in obtaining possession of the public property withheld by Mr. ·wilson. 

" The adventures of this extraordinary man have been communicated to me up to about sunset this 
afternoon, at which time, however, I may be g·rieved to write, or you to read, the account, he was seen, 
in company with one of the marshal's officers, hastening with a quick pace down Chartres street 

-- towards •that bourne 
,vhence no' honest man 'returns:' 

because, according to Mr. Wilson's own system of ethics, a man becomes contaminated by being confined 
within the waUs of a jail, even though such a state of degradation should have been the consequence of 
a faithful, a zealous, discharge of a public duty, as sometimes happens. 

"It had been at first intended to have commenced with the process of sequestration, in order to wrest 
the public property from Mr. "Wilson in that way; but after the arrival of the mail of to-day, it was 
ascertained that Mr. W., who might have been apprised of my movements by letter from one of my late 
clerks, was about to make his escape on board a steamboat bound up the river. :Mr. Smith, who was 
apprised before me of this circumstance, sent to me for Wilson's bond, with which I had taken care to be 
armed, and upon which a suit has been commenced holding him to bail. This, I hope, he will not be able 
to obtain before the marshal shall be in possession of the appurtenances of the principal dE>puty surveyor's 
office. For, were Mr. ,v. to obtain his liberty, and get ahead of that officer, it might be reasonably 
apprehended that a very bad account would be rendered of the records, maps, &c., belonging to the 
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He was caught, I understand, on board a steamboat just as she was about to leave the 

"P. S.-Since writing the above, I find, or have reason to believe, that the trouble and opposition I 
have met with from )Iessrs. Wilson and Dinsmoor have been influenced in a considerable degree by an 
individual whose turpitude, as a public officer, I found it my duty to expose some ten years ago; and who, 
like )Iilton's devil, has been busily employed in attempts, having fallen himself, to pull me down to a 
level with himself. His name and character may be found on the files of the Navy Department." 

Exli'act ef a letter frorn G. Dav-is to the Commissioner of the General Land Office. 

"NEW ORLEANS, February I'l, 1825. 
"Since the date Qf my last of the 10th instant, a very singular turn has been given to the legal 

proceedings between myself, on the part of the government, and Mr. John Wilson. He, with the assistance 
of General Ripley as his counsel, has procured a release of his bail; but whether by an application to the 
judge of the United States court, or by the mere act and on the responsibility of Mr. Smith, the district 
attorney, I am unable to say. 

"I had at first understood it to be the opinion of the judge that an action upon the bond could not be 
sustained, because the bond itself was unauthorized by law; but on speaking to Mr. Smith upon the 
subject myself, he stated that he had himself been doubtful on the subject. Being greatly disgusted with 
the transaction, I have not yet pursued my inquiries far enough to ascertain whether the release has been 
the extra-official act of the attorney himself, or the result of an application to the court; but I have reason 
to believe the former to be the fact,. 

"The consequence has been that an action for false imprisonment and defamation has been instituted 
against me in the name of Mr. Wilson; which is not the less vexatious for having, as I assure you, no 
foundation in truth. No person could have been disposed to act more cautiously, or could have been 
less influenced by personal feeling than myself in the course of this business. On my arrival here I 
addresseu, as heretofore stated to you, a note to the district attorney, a copy of which is herewith enclosed; 
the bond, the existence of which had been sometime previously made known to him, was sent for by Mr. 
Smith. The petition, the form in which all suits are commenced here, was prepared, and the affidavit 
endorsed on it, and the papers sent in that state to my house, without any other communications having· 
taken place between us than what you will find in my letter to him. It was immediately discovered, 
however, that there was an omission, amounting, I presume, to a fatal error in the drawing up of the 
petition, which may perhaps have caused Mr. Smith to adopt the course he has taken. Over his measures 
I cannot be expected to have any control. If an action upon the official bond of Mr. Wilson could not be 
sustained, it ought not to have been commenced by Mr. Smith; I asked advice of him, but I certainly 
o:ffered no suggestion of my own.,:, 

"Wilson, in order to lay the foundation for a double suit, sent his boarding-house keeper with an 
account against the government for $125, as salary for the first quarter of the last year; which, not being 
due, I refused to pay, but, for the satisfaction of the individual, I told him that, whenever Mr. "Wilson 
should deliver up the public property in his possession which he was now withholding, there would 
probably be due from the government fifty or sixty dollars. I was soon informed that this individual was 
a person of bad character, from whom danger, in any possible case, was to be apprehended. Accordingly 
I was served the next day, the 11th instant, with the usual citation, copy of petition," &c. 

NEW ORLEANS, February 5, 1825. 
Sm: Having been recently compelled, by an indispensable duty, to remove Mr. John Wilson from his 

office of principal deputy surveyor of the southeastern district of Louisiana, it has been since represented 
to me by Mr. ,vmiam S. Lyman, who was appointed his successor, that Mr. 'Wilson positively refused to 
deliver up the records and other public property appertaining to his late office; and, althoug·h it has been 
now nearly ten mouths since the demand was made, yet the books, maps, and other public documents 
appertaining to the office are still withheld, which has necessarily put an entire stop to the surveying 
business in the district lately under his superintendence. 

Knowing of no means by which a transfer of the property of the office can be obtained without an 
appeal to the United States court, the object of this communication is to request that you will, in your 
official capacity, move the court in behalf of the government for such order or process as shall be likely, 
in the most speedy manner, to compel Mr. Wilson to surrender the documents, &c., of his late office to his 
successor. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
GEORGE DA VIS, 

Suri:eyor ef the Public Lands south of the State ef Tennessee. 
JOHN W. fonTH, Esq., 

United States District Attorney, New Orleans. 

SURVEYoR's OFFICE, Washington, Mississippi, December 14, 1824. 
Sm: It has become my duty, rendered so by circumstances with which you are presumed to be 

acquainted, to revoke your commission as principal deputy surveyor. 

" When I became apprehensive that Wilson's bail might, perhaps, be released, I sent a verbal request to l\Ir. Smith that the 
release should not take place until the public property withheld by him should be given up; but my messenger not finding 
him at his office, the release afterward,; took place before the message was delivered, as I have been informed. 
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You will be pleased, therefore, to deliver over to your successor, l\Ir. "'William S .. Lyman, all the books, 
papers, instructions, maps, and documents of every description appertaining to the office of principal 
deputy surveyor for the southeastern district of Louisiana, taking duplicate receipts for the same, one of 
which you will be pleased to forward to this office. You are requested, also, to deliver to Mr. Lyman the 

, check I gave you about the 15th of October last, drawn to the order of Mr. Auguste Bonnet, for one hun­
dred and forty dollars and eight cents, for which you have never furnished me with a voucher, unless you 
shall have previously delivered it to any person authorized to receive it for me. 

I am, &c., 
G. DAVIS. 

JoHN WILsoN, Esq., Late Principal Deputy Suri:eyor, Donaldsonville, Louisiana. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register's Office, February 19, 1827. 
The above is a true copy of the original document on file in this office. 

JOSEPH NOURSE, Register of Treasury Uaited States. 

Extract of a letter from George Davis to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, dated New Orleans, 
February 22, 1825. 

"I have heretofore said nothing more of Mr. Wilson than was found indispensably necessary in the 
course of business. Your letter seems to render it necessary that I should prove to you (I thought I had 
already proved to you) that he is unfit for any office, if either honesty or industry be a necessary qualifi­
cation for an office, and that therefore I should have been justifiable in removing him even if it had been 
necessary to leave the office vacant. This I shall do in due time." 

Extract of ,a letter from George Davis to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, dated Washington, 
, , Mississippi, March 18, 1825. 

"I enclose also, numbered 3 and 4, respectively, the copy of a letter which I addressed to Mr. Harper, 
the register, while I was in New Orleans, and his original letter in reply, and I must ask of you the favor 
of an attested copy or exemplification of your letter to Mr. Wilson of October 13, 1823, as it may be 
reqnired of me to show to the satisfaction of a court and jury, not only that he was guilty of extortion 
in his charges upon claimants whose lands he surveyed, or caused to be surveyed, while principal deputy 
surveyor, but that he was equally unmindful both of your instructions and of mine, and that he had 
adopted, in all its essential parts, the old Spanish regime of 'fieeaing the nati'i:es.'" 

Extract of a letter from G. Davis to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, dated Washington, lJiississippi. 

"By letters received from Mr. Turner since the date of my last to you from New Orleans, of which I 
intend to transmit copies as soon as leisure shall permit, it appears that an order which l\Ir. Wilson gave 
to Mr. Smith, the district attorney at New Orleans, for the public property at his late office, was addressed 
to a person who had never been in possession of them, while another person held them as a pledge for a 
debt owed to the latter by Mr. Wilson; that a writ of sequestration, in the name of the United States, 
was afterwards obtained, and that the marshal's deputy, after executing the writ, keeps po3session of the 
public prc.perty until he shall make return of the writ in May next, instead of delivering them up to 
Mr. Turner." 

Extract of a letter from George Davis to the Commissioner of the Gene-rol Land Office, dated Washington, 
Mississippi, JJiay 27, 1825. 

"Lest Mr. Wilson should attempt to have his accounts settled at the city of Washington, without a 
reference to this office, I will avail myself of this occasion to inform you that I have ascertained that 
some of the examining and recording accounts approved by Mr. Wailes, paid by myself, and rendered in 
my account for the fourth quarter of the last year, were false, the recording not having been done. I shall, 
when more at leisure, transmit, for your information, extracts from the letters on the subject received not 
long since from Mr. Turner, the present principal ~eputy surveyor of the southeastern district of Louisiana." 

NEw ORLEANS, July 16, 1826. 
Sm: On receiving your letters of the 12th ultimo, it appeared to me very desirable that I should have 

a personal interview with Mr. James P. Turner previous to his setting out for Mobile, and I had intended 
to travel to his office, a distance of about a hundred miles from Washington by land, but was prevented 
partly by the excessive heat of the weather, and partly by the accident of my carriage-horse becoming· 
lame at the very time I was about to set out. As Mr. Turner would, very probably, have to come to this 
place to obtain a passage for Mobile, I notified him of my desire to see him, and of my intention to be 
here between the 15th and 20th instant; I arrived two or three days earlier than was at first expected, 
and Mr. Turner is now hourly looked for. 

Mr. John C. Turner, the principal deputy of the southeast district, came with me from Donaldsonville 
to this place; has received his books, stationery, and a case of instruments, the cost of which amounteµ 
to $60 7 5, and has left this on his return to his office to-day. 
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?Since my arrival here I have learned that the suit commenced against me in the name of John "Wilson, 
in February, 1825, in consequence of his removal from office, was dismissed at the late term of the United 
States court. 'Ihis was foreseen; but had I neglected to employ counsel, judgment would have gone 
against me by default; and as the damages were, without any oath, of course, laid, as well as I now 
recollect, at $2,000, a fair pretext was thus afforded to the profession of the law to refuse taking it in hand 
without a large fee, which was, no doubt, the only motive for instituting that fictitious suit. 

I am, with due respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
G. DA VIS, Suri:eyor, d':c. 

GEORGE Gn.\H.ill, Esq., Washington City. 

GENERAL LAND OFFICE, 'August 16, 1826. 
Sm: Your letter, dated at New Orleans, advising the dismissal of the suit broug·ht against you by 

Mr. \Vilson, has been received, and it is presumed that the suit instituted by you against Wilson has also 
been dismissed. Your previous letter, in reply to the charges made by Wilson, had been put in his hands, 
and it was presumed that he would make a rejoinder. He has not, however, yet done so, but has made 
frequent applications for the payment of a balance which he claims as due to him. He has been informed 
that his account cannot be settled by the accounting officers until it has been submitted to you for 
adjustment; this he has declined to do, though I think it probable some balance may be due to him. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEORGE DAVIS, Esq., Suri:eyo1· Ge-neral, Washington, JJii,ssissippi. 

A true copy from the record. 

GEORGE GRAHAM:. 

J. M. MOORE, Chief Cler!.:. 

On the tenth charge Mr. Graham referred to the testimony of Mr. Wood, and the following extracts 
of letters of G. Davis, of October 24, 1824, and November 24, 1824, in reply to the charge of misrepre­
sentation as to the date of the dismissal of S. Dinsmoor; and in reply to the other branch of this charge 
Mr. Graham referred to testimony of S. D. King, and to the following· correspondence: 

Extract of a letter from George Davis to the Commussioner of the General Land Office, dated Washington, 
Missussippi, October 24, 1824. 

"I find that I must visit St. Helena in the course of a few, say ten or twelve days, and shall, perhaps, 
_ visit General Morgan. \Vould his appointment be approved? I most respectfully ask." 

Exfract of a letter froni George Davis to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, dated Washington, 
JJfi,ssusf:>ippi, November 24, 1824. 

"I have not been able to leave this office as intended at the date of my last visit to St. Helena. 
General David B. Morgan has lately visited me. Please to authorize his appointment as successor to 
Silas Dinsmoor, who, I am assured, intends to resign when ordered to comply with the law which directs 
the location of his office in the district of St. Helena. General Morgan resides near Madisonville, in the 
district of St. Helena, which, on many accounts, is an eligible position for the office. I state to you now, 
and will demonstrate it hereafter if I have not already done it, that I cannot nor ought not to be held 
responsible for the correctly conducting of the surveying business in his districts while he has the super­
intendence of it. He has no bond in this office that I can find, and I am therefore afraid to pay accounts 
approved by him while· the plats and field notes are withheld from this office, let the cause for their 
detention be what it may. Whatever remaining accounts he may have of his•own, I certainly shall not 
pay them without a bond, or a special order from you. Why is not this fixed by law?" 

GENERAL LA...'m OFFICE, December 20, 1824. 
Sm: The act of March 3, 1819, requiring that the President of the United States should approve of 

the appointment of the principal deputy surveyor authorized by that act, I enclose a letter from Georg·e 
Davis, Esq., advising of the appointment of General llforgan to that office. and requesting the approval 
of the President. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, GEORGE GRA.HAM. 
Hon. WILLIAM H. CRAWFORD. 

SURVEYOR'S OFFICE, Washington, Mi,ssi.ssippi, Nat-ember 22, 1824. 
Sm: I enclose for your information the copy of a notice to land claimants and deputy surveyors 

recently sent to New Orleans for publication. The necessity of the notice to land claimants, as well as 
in part to deputy surveyors, has been produced by what I have understood to be a fact, that persons 
holding or pretending to hold old appointments from this office have been in the practice of surveying 
land, furnishing plats, and charging surveying expenses without any legal authority, and without any 
intention of ever making returns of their work to the proper offices. The obstructions which such 
practices must necessarily throw in the way of legally authorized surveyors when afterwards attempting 
to survey the same lands must be self-evident. 

The notice is intended to apply to principal deputy surveyors also, which is rendered necessary by 
the insufficiency of some of their bonds on file in this office. 

Your estimate for the year 1825, so repeatedly called for, has not been received. 
Your most obedient servant, G. DAVIS. 

SILAS DINSlrooR, Esq., P1incipal Deputy Suri:eyor, .Mobile. 
VOL. ff--120 0 
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P. S.-Your bond, in which Mr. Stone only is joined with you, is deemed insufficient. His township 
maps are all returned from the General Land Office, and will have to be sent, at Mr. Stone's expense, to 
your office by express. In the meanwhile, if you have the length of the township and sectional lines 
marked upon them, respectively, from the field notes, and the want of coincidence between his township 
and sectional parts on the line of demarcation with those of the work north of that line, if such should 
exist, time will be saved on the return of the maps to your office. G. D. 

Notice to land claimants in the Stole of Louisiana, and to deputy surveyors. 

Land claimants are hereby notified, and respectfully requested, not to pay deputy surveyors for any 
surveys made after the present date, unless a certificate that the survey upon which fees may be demanded 
has been returned to the proper office and approved shall be produced; which certificate must be signed 
either by the principal deputy suneyor in u:hose district the land may be situated, or by the undersigned. To 
the certificate should also be added a receipt, signed by the deputy who may have made the survey, for 
the amount of fees paid to him. 

Deputy surveyors holding commissions or appointments from former incumbents of this office are also 
respectfully notified that their said commissions or appointments will cease and determine January I, 
1825. Such of them as may desire reappointments will please to apply for them at this office, provided 
with the necessary recommendations and securities. This last measure has been rendered necessary by a 
variety of causes, and among others by the circumstance of there having been no regular register hereto­
fore kept in the office by which the number and names of deputy surveyors holding appointments from it 
can now be known. G. DA VIS, Surveyor, &c. 

SuRVEYOR's OFFICE, Wo.shington, Mississippi, Novemher 20, 1824. 

Extract ef a letter addressed by George Graham, Commissioner of the General Land Office, to the register and 
receiver of the land office at St. Helena Court-house, Louisiana, dated August 13, 1823. 

"I enclose a copy of a letter addressed by Mr. Gallatin to Mr. Briggs relative to surveying the 
private claims in :Mississippi. This relates principally to the mode of sectioning the claims as connected 
with the township; and I will thank you to f1,1rnish the principal deputy surveyor with a copy of it, a11d 
also submit this letter to him for perusal." 

A correct copy from the record. J. M. MOORE, Chief Clerk. 

Extract ef a letter from George Graham, Oommissioner of the General Land Office, to L. Wailes, siiri:ei.Jor 
general, Washington, Mississippi, dated August 19, 1825. 

"Having received from the register and receiver at St. Helena several applications relative to the 
execution of the act of March 3, 1819, and that supplemental thereto dated .May 8, 1822, for adjusting 
the land claims in the district east of New Orleans, and finding that no general instructions bad been 
given from this office relative to the construction of these acts, or as to the manner of locating and sur­
veying the claims confirmed by them, I have written to these officers fully on the subject; and as it is 
particularly to be wished that the manner of surveying all the private claims should be uniform throughout 
your district, I have forwarded you a copy of my letter to those officers, in order that yon may give such 
instructions to the principal deputy surveyors within your district as you may, from a full view of the 
subject, deem proper and necessary to obtain that uniformity. 

"I give you no positive instructions on the subject, because I presume that the surveying has generally 
heen executed in conformity to the principles stated in my letter, and, in cases of difference, an attempt 
to correct them may possibly defeat the object we have in view, to wit: an accurate and correct location 
of the claims and survey of the country, and despatch and economy in the execution." 

A correct copy from the record. J. M. MOORE, Chief Clerk. 

GENERAL LAND OFFICE, September I 'T, 1824. 
Srn: Your letter of the 21st ultimo has been received. On August 13, 1823, I addressed a letter to 

the register and receiver at St. Helena, explanatory of the several acts for the adjustment of the claims 
to lands in the district east of the island of New Orleans, a copy of which was sent to the land officers at 
Jackson Court-house, with a request that they would submit it to you for your information; but it would 
appear from your letter that it has not been seen by you, and I now eiiclose an extract of that part 
relating to the manner in which the surveys ought to be made, by which you will perceive that when the 
bounds of any private claim corresponding with sectional or divisional Jines, it was not intended to give it 
any other than regular sectional number, but it must be colored on your maps as a private claim. 

By the 5th section of the act of May 8, 1822, it was made the duty of the register and receiver to 
decide between the parties in all conflicting and interfering claims to lots in the town of Mobile, and it 
is 3: duty that must be performed by them before a patent will be issued for any lot the boundaries of 
which are disputed. 

·with great respect, &c., 
GEO. GRAH.A..i."\L 

SILAS DrnslrooR, Esq., P. D.S., Mobile, Ala. 

Note by Mr. Graham. 

It was the duty of the surveyor general, Mr. Wailes, to have furnished Mr. Dinsmoor with the instruc­
tions, but as it was expected that his duties would call him to the office of the register and receiver, they 
were requested to communicate to him my letter of August 13, 1823. 

SuRVEYOR's OFFICE, 1Vashington, Miss., February I, 1825. 
Srn: I enclose herewith a list of all the maps in this office of townships of land in the districts east 

of the island of New Orleans. The field notes of these, as well as maps and field notes of all the other 
townships and sectional surveying done in those districts, remained in the possession of Mr. Dinsmoor thP. 
late principal deputy surveyor, who refuses to deliver them. ' 
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A deputy surveyor, )Ir. Step11en Roberts, lately here from the district of St. Helena for a renewal of 
his commission, left with me the field notes of all the private claims, amounting to 37, in four townships, 
namely, townships I, 2, 3, and 4, in range 8 east, in that district; and if I were in possession of the maps 
and field notes of the township and sectional lines, I should be able immediately to have the private claims 
in them returned in a proper state for being patented. Even if I were in possession of the to,vnship maps, 
nothing could be done with them without the field notes, as the distances on the township and sectional 
lines are usually left blank by Mr. Dinsmoor. 'Whether or not the withholding of those distances from 
the maps has been a part of the systematic plan of independence in which )Ir. Dinsmoor has so stu­
diously contrived to keep his office, it would be us.eless for me to inquire. I think it a great misfortune, 
however, to the interest of the surveying business, that the construction with which you have furnished 
me in your letter of the 26th ultimo* had not been earlier adopted; as it is, I perceive no remedy within 
my reach. 

Since commencing this letter, I am informed by a friend in Natchez that he has, in consequence of a 
request made some days since, engaged me a passage on board a steamboat for Donaldsonville, which 
leaves Natchez to-morrow morning, and which puts me in a hurry. I shall therefore enclose herewith 
the vouchers for money paid within the paot month, to be referred to in the account at the end of the 
quarter, viz: 
Charles M. Lawson's account, voucher No. I ........................................ . 
Charles )I. Lawson's account, voucher No. 2 ........................................ . 
E. S. Ludlow's account, voucher No. 3 ............................................. . 
John B. Peyton's account, voucher No. 4 ........................................... . 

)faking in all ........................................................... . 
If to this be added fifty dollars, put into the hands of Mr. Harper, to pay for the surveying 

of General Lafayette's land ................................................... . 
Also forty dollars sometime since advanced to Deputy Surveyor Reid, for which the proper 

voucher has not yet been received ............................................. . 
And fifty dollars advanced as a salary to 'William S. Lyman, principal deputy surveyor of 

the southeast district of Louisiana ............................................. . 

The agg-regate becomes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... • ....... . 
Add to this my salary account for the last quarter ................................... . 

And if from the balance remaining at my control, as exhibited in my general account, on 
the 31st December ........................................................... . 

The foregoing amount be deducted ................................................ . 

There will remain ....................................................... . 
Tlwre is bona fide deposited in the bank at Natchez. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $17,087 97 
.And at the United States Bank at New Orleans.......................... 4,298 78 

$1,065 59 
1,439 77 

247 75 
560 03 

3,313 14 

50 00 

40 00 

50 00 

3,453 14 
909 94 

4,363 08 

25,629 33 
4,363 08 

21,266 25 

21,386 75 

At the date of your letter of the 20th December you reasonably supposed I had got through with 
the pnyiug off demands ag·ainst the government, and I have but a moment to say why your expectations 
have not been realized. 

Doxey's demand of two thousand dollars has not been called for. He resides in the State of Alabama, 
and has been requested, through a friend of his, to call and settle his account; but he has not yet arrived. 

I have paid Lawson all for which he has rendered an account. He is supposed to have still due 
twelve or thirteen hundred dollars; but when here, in the beginning of January, being in a hurry to attend 
the State legislature, then in session, and of which he is a member, he could not have waited for the 
examination of the whole of his work, even if there had been no objections to the complete liquidation of 
his whole demand. But, considering money in hand the best bond, I should have withheld a part, even 
had there been no other obstacle in the way, on account of omissions in his work and the very bad state 
of his field notes. Perhaps I ought not to have paid him any part until those omissions and defects had 
been removed. If you will take townships 2, 3, and 4, in ranges 1, both east and west of the basis meri­
dian, in the Choctaw district., and place them beside each other, you will perceive that those of the western 
range are deficient of the traverse of Pearl river in those townships; and if you will compare this omis­
sion with the last item in voucher No. 2, now transmitted, the cause of detention will be explained. 

The cause of a temporary suspension of payment in the southwest district of Louisiana will be 
explained in my next letter, to be written at the first place at which I shall make a sufficient stay in my 
intended excursion to Louisiana. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
G. DAVIS. 

GEORGE GRAH.ut, Esq., Oomrnissioner General Land Office, Washington City. 

NorE.-This note shows the propriety of suspending all proceedings in relation to the township plats 
returned by Mr. Dinsmoor. and the payment of the accounts of the deputy surveyors employed by him, 
until the field notes could be obtained. 

Maps of townships of land in the districts east of the island of New Orleans, west of the basis 
meridian, and east of Pearl river, viz: 

Townships I, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8, range 5, single. 
Townships I, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8, range 6, single. 
Townships 1, 2, 3, 7, and 8, range 7, single. 
Townships I, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7, range 8, single. 
Townships 1, 2, 3, and 4, range 13, single. 

0 Of the law creating that office. 
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Townships 1, 2, 3, and 4, range 14, single. ., 
Townships 1, 2, and 3, range 15, single. 
'l'ownships 1, 2, 3, and 4, range 16, single. 
Townships 3 and 4, range 17, single. 
Maps of townships of land in the districts east of the island of New Orleans, cast of the basis 

meridian, and west of Pearl river, viz: 
Townships l,t 2,t and 3,t range 1, duplicates. 
Townships 1, 2, 3,t and 4, range 2, duplicates. 
Townships 1, 3, and 4, range 3, duplicates. 
Townships 5 and 6, range 5, duplicates. 
Townships 5 and 6, range 6, duplicatP.s. 
Townships 5 and 6, range 'l, duplicates. 
Township 6, range 8, duplicates. 
'l'he foregoing are all the township maps in the surveyor's office at Washington of lands in the 

districts east of the island of New Orleans. 
G. DAVIS. 

SuRVEYoR's OFFICE, Washington, Missismppi, Febl'um·y 1, 1825. 

GENERAL LAND OFFICE, January 16, 1826. 
Sm: Your letter of November 23, covering a duplicate of your letter to Mr. J. B. Peyton, has been 

received. Presuming that .Mr. Peyton has been furnished with the original, and that he will reply to it, 
time will be given for that purpose. 

Yours of the 5th, 6th, and 14th of December have also been received, and Mr. \Vailes' letter of 
October 13, 1824, is returned. 

I enclose a copy of a letter received from Mr. Doxey relative to his accounts. The reason assigned 
is, no doubt, not the real one for the delay in paying the account. I have advised him that a copy of his 
letter has been sent to you, and that the account will be paid, without there are good reasons for with­
holding payment. 

The enclosed letter from Mr. Gurley, in relation to Mr. Gilmore's account, has been submitted to the 
President, together with your letter of the 19th of September, and the extract from Mr. Morgan's letter 
to you of June 10, 1825; and he bas directed me to say to you that payment should not be withheld on an 
account presented by a deputy for surveying executed and approved by you, because there may be ground 
to suspect that surveying previously executed by such deputy, approved. and paid for by you or your 
predecessor, was erroneously executed. -He therefore directs the account of Mr. Gilmore to be paid, without 
deduction, for surveying previously, and supposed to be erroneously executed, unless you have such official 
information as will enable you to designate the particular errors that have been committed; in which case 
Mr. Gilmore will be called upon to correct them within a limited time, and if he fails to do so, you will 
then be at liberty to detain such sum as will cover the reasonable expenses of correcting the specified 
errors. 

By "official information," I mean the township plat and field notes of Mr. Gilmore, or those of other 
authorized deputies, who have by surveying the same or adjacent lands ascertained the special error of 
Mr. Gilmore. 

This decision of the President has reference altogether to general principles, and not to any of the 
particular facts in controversy between yourself and Mr. Gilmore; should it ultimately appear that Mr. 
Gilmore bas been paid for surveying grossly erroneous, you will stand completely justified. 

The case of Mr. Dinsmoor, jr., is different from that of Mr. Gilmore: he demands payment for surveying 
returned to, and approved by, a former principal deputy; you require the field notes to be produced, and 
object to the certificate on which such accounts are paid by you, on account of the omission of date. If 
you have good reason to believe that the surveying for which payment is required to be made has been 
erroneously executed, it is your duty to require the production of the field notes, and examine the work 
previous to payment. But if, in this instance, you have no reason to believe that the surveying charged 

• for in the account presented by Mr. Dinsmoor bas been erroneously executed, then the omission of the date 
to the certificate of the principal deputy surveyor, or the suspicion of errors in surveying previously 
executed by Mr. Dinsmoor, and for which he bas been paid, ought not to be considered as sufficient reasons 
for withholding the payment. 

An extract of your letter, assigning the reasons for the non-payment of Mr. Washington's account, 
has been forwarded to him. 

I am, &c., 
GEO. GRAHAM. 

GEORGE DAVIS, Esq., Surveyo1' General, Washington, Mississippi. 

N orE.-This letter accounts for the non-payment by Mr. Davis of the accounts of those deputy surveyors 
who executed work under the directions of Mr. Silas Dinsmoor, sr., the field notes of which work he 
retained in his possession. 

Extl'act qf a letter from Geol'ge Graham to George Davis, sm·veyo1', &c., dated Genetal Land Office, .Api-il 4, 1826 • 

"With respect to the payment of the account of Mr. Silas Dinsmoor, it was not expected, after the 
expression of your opinions in relation to the execution of the surveys fa the district south of the 31st 
degree of latitude, that you would have paid them until you were furnished with and had examined the 
field notes, or were otherwise entirely satisfied as to the correctness of the work charged for. Whenever 

t The four marked thub tare the ones mentioned by mistake, in my letter to the General Land Office of October 27, as 
being east instead of wett of Pearl river. 
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that is the case, you will pay the account without reference to the State line, it not having as yet been 
connected with the township plats south of the 31st degree of latitude.:' 

On the 11th charge, Mr. Graham referred to Mr. Dinsmoor's deposition. 

On the 12th charge, Mr. Graham laid before the committee the following letters: 

GENERAL L,urn OFFICE, .August IO, 1826. 
Sm: Your note of the 9th instant, together with the papers accompanying it, including an account 

current against the United States for surveying, are this moment received. All s~rveying accounts are 
settled by the First Auditor of the Treasury, and there is no power in this office either to approve or reject 
the accounts. 

No surveyors, except the surveyors general and those vested in their particular districts with the 
powers of the surveyors general, being authorized to transmit their accounts through this office to the 
First Auditor, your accounts ought to have been presented, as heretofore, for adjustment and payment 
to the surveyor of the lands south of the State of Tennessee, within whose surveying district the services 
were performed. 

Your account current, and the papers accompanying it, are therefore returned, that you may take that 
regular course with them which the regulations of the treasury prescribe. 

If you desire it, the accounts can be transmitted for adjustment through this office to the surveyor of 
the lands south of the State of Tennessee. 

If there be any special reasons why your accounts should take a course of settlement different from 
that prescribed by the rules of the treasury for the settlement of the accounts of all other principal deputy 
surveyors, and the course heretofore pursued in relation to the settlement of your own accounts, applica­
tion should be made to the Secretary of the Treasury, who will give such directions in your case as the 
circumstances incident to it may require. 

It is proper to state, that this office having been informed by the surveyor of the lands south of tho 
State of Tennessee that you had refused to transfer to the gentleman appointed by him to supersede you 
in office of principal deputy surveyor the books, papers, and records belonging to that office, instructions 
have been given to him to take such legal measures as may be deemed prope1· to compel you to deliver 
them up. 

I am, &c., 
GEO. GRAHAM. 

SILAS Dms1100R, Esq., now in Washington City. 

GENERAL LAND OFFICE, January 30, 182'r. 
Sm: In reply to your letters of the 26th and 29th instant relative to the adjustment of our accounts, 

I must refer you to my communication heretofore made to you on that subject. 
You intimate that the government having obtained possession of the papers and records heretofore 

withheld by you, the principal cause for not adjusting your accounts at the treasury is removed. 'l'he 
withholding of those papers was a good cause for the refusal to adjust your accounts at all, but the fact 
of the government having obtained possession of them is no reason why your accounts should be adjusted 
in a manner different from that prescribed by the rules and regulations of the t1:easury, and different from 
that in which you have hitherto been accustomed to settle them; that is, by the surveyor of the district in 
which you were one of the principal deputies, he being the only person who has the means within his 
power of checking your accounts, so far as they relate to charges for examining and recording surveys. 
So far as you may have a claim for salary, the First Auditor may be able to check your account, and may, 
therefore, under the direction of the Comptroller, settle it out of the usual routine for adjusting those 
accounts. 

You allege the want of confidence in the present surveyor as the reason why your accounts should 
not be acted upon by him, and submit certain papers to justify the allegation. The allegations are general, 
and if they are deemed sufficient to withdraw from the settlement of the surveyor your accounts, they are 
equally applicable to the settlement of all other accounts by him, and the question, therefore, is one for 
the consideration of tho President, and not for that of the accounting· officer. 

Yours, respectfully, 

P. S.-The papers submitted by"you are herewith returned. 
SILAS DmslrooR, Esq., now at Washington. 
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GEO. GRAHAJ.\L 

[2n SESSION. 

APPLICATION OF INDIANA TO BE ALLOWED TO SELL THE LANDS IN '!'HAT STA'fE 
RESERVED FOR SCHOOLS. 

comruNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 2'r, 182'r . 

.A JOINT RESOLUTION on the subject of school lands in the State of Indiana. 

Resol!:ed by the general aHsembly of the State of Indiana, That our senators in Congress be instructed, 
and our representatives requested, to use their best exertions to procure the passage of an act of Congress 
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extending to the legislature of the State of Indiana the same right and authority, under similar restrictions, 
to con:vey, in fee simple, all or any part of the lands heretofore reserved and appropriated by Congress for 
the use of schools within thil:l State, as has been given to the legislature of the State of Ohio by an act of 
Congress entitled "An act to authorize the legislature of the State of Ohio to sell the lands heretofore 
appropriated for the use of schools in that State," approved February 1, 1826. 

Resob:ed, '£hat his excellency the governor be requested to transmit to each of our senators and 
representatives in Congress a copy of the foregoing· resolution as soon as practicable. 

19TH CONGRESS. l 

H. H. MOORE, Speaker of the House q.f Representatives. 
JOHN H. THOMPSON, Presi,dent of the Senole. 

No. 585. [2D SESSION. 

SETTLERS ON THE CHOCTAW LANDS IN ARKANSAS. 

C0)DIUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 27, 1827. 

Mr. ScoTT, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the memorial of the legislature of 
the Territory of Arkansas, praying that some measures might be adopted to relieve the settlers, and 
remunerate them for the improvements which they had made on the lands ceded to the Choctaw 
nation of Indians, (see No. 528,) reported: 

That by a treaty with the Quapaw nation of Indians, August 24, 1818, the United States acquired 
title to a large and valuable tract of country in the Territory of Arkansas, upon which settlements had 
been made, and on which extensive and valuable improvements wei;e made after the date of the treaty. 
It appears to have been the views of the government to have intended to retain a portion of the country 
acquired by the treaty aforesaid exempt from settlements, to be given in exchange for the lands belonging· 
to Indian tribes east of the Mississippi river. As early as December 15, 1818, an order issued from the 
War Department, by direction of the President, to General Jackson, then commanding the division of the 
south, requiring him to prevent the extension of the settlements in Arkansas west of a line connecting 
the sources of the Kiamichi, emptying into Red river, and the Poteau, emptying into the Arkansas river. 
On January 5, 1819, General ,Jackson issued his orders to the commanding officer at Fort Smith, directing 
him to carry the views of the government into effect, which, by the papers herewith, appears to have 
been done. In the year 1819 the lands, by order of the government, were surveyed nearly to the line 
connecting the sources of the Kiamichi and Poteau, and the people continued to extend their settlements 
and improvements on these lands, believing that when they were brought into market they could become 
the purchasers from the government of the improvements they were making. It is stated that about two 
thousand souls reside on those lands, and form a part of two counties. The commit.tee would remark 
that before Arkansas was erected into a separate te1Titorial government the people now spoken of were 
within the civil jurisdi"Ction, and the process of the courts and the laws extended to them. In 1820, on 
the 18th of October, a treaty was made with the Choctaw Indians, by which all that tract of country west 
of a line beginning on the Arkansas river, opposite a point where the lower Cherokee boundary strikes 
the same, and running to Red river, three miles below Little river, was ceded to the Choctaw Indians. 
This treaty contained no stipulation for the removal of the white people within or settled on the land 
ceded, although a large portion of the white people of Arkansas was thus transferred to the Indians. 
Great discontents, however, prevailed, and after repeated remonstrances, and renewed assurances that 
effective measures should be taken to seeure the people settled on this land, a treaty was ultimately 
concluded with the Choctaws January 20, 1825, by which their title to the lands acquired by the treaty 
of October 18, 1820, was extinguished as far west as a line drawn from just below Fort Smith due south 
to Red river. This treaty, however, only provided a partial remedy for the evil and injury of which the 
people complained; and it is to have some further remedy applied that the memorial now under considera­
tion was draughted and forwarded by the legislature of the Territory of Arkansas. 

This memorial emphatically prays that some provisions may be made, either in lands or money, for 
the relief of those of their fellow-citizens who have settled on and improved lands lying west of a line 
from below Fort Smith, on the Arkansas river, to Red river, and east of a line connecting the sources of 
the Kiamichi and Poteau; and allege, as a reason why they apply and think the government bound to 
comply, that permission, or at least a constructive permission, was given to make those settlements and 
improvements by the order from the President and War Department, December 15, 1818, and the order 
from the commanding general of the south, January 5, 1819. The Committee on Public Lands have seen, 
with regret, that this wandering and migrating spirit of the people leads them into constant violations of the 
law of the land in relation to the settlement on the public lands. The law in regard to settlement on the 
public lands is positive and imperative, and makes it the duty of the President to remove all intruders. 
'fhe committee cannot, therefore, think that, had the orders from the President, through the War Department, 
of December 15, 1818, been positive in granting permission to settle on those lands, such order would 
have superseded the established and fixed law on the subject, or secured to the settlers any claims on the 
government for indemnity for improvements made. It is not, however, contended that the order of 
December 15, 1818, was positive in giving permission to settle, but that it implied permission to settle on 
all that tract of country east of a line connecting the sources of the Kiamicbi and the Poteau, because it 
only positively forbid settlements to be made west of that line, and for those who had settled west to be 
removed east. This implied permission is, then, weaker than the case above stated by the committee, 
and, in their opinion, gave no right to· make the settlement, nor created any claim on the government for 
remuneration in the event of the ultimate loss of their labor and imr-,rovements. It is this wandering 
and migrating disposition of the people that has been the foundation and given rise to all the doctrine of 
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the rights of pre-emption. At an earlier stage of the government, when it was an object to have the 
conn try explored; when the surveying was not completed; when the settlements were unconnected; 
and the toil, hardships, and dangers of new and distant settl1;ments were infinitely more than at present, 
there may have been some reason for the special privileges and protection given to settlers; but the 
committee think that time past. The great abundance of good lands surveyed and prepared for market 
within the best settlements, at reduced prices, in small tracts, the committee believe, puts it in the power 
of any man to acquire a home; and that it is full time for Congress to make a decided and unbending 
stand against all further sprcial privileges or pre-emptions within the several States and Territories. 

The committee cannot conclude this report without remarking, in justice to the people here alluded 
to, that they do not rank them with those lawless intruders on the public·lands who resort to it for the mere 
purpose of destroying the timber, or digging up the bowels of the earth for minerals, and go off with the booty. 
The people in question were, doubtless, like many others who are far removed from the seat of government, 
many of them, ignorant of its laws, and apt to believe that whatever a superior officer of the government 
says or does is certainly right, and within the scope of his powers. These people may have inferred the 
right to settle from the orders of December 15, 1818, and the orders of January 5, 1819. They appear to 
have settled bona .fide to secure homes, and the committee sincerely regret that they cannot recommend 
any relief to these unfortunate people without violating the fixed principles in regard to the public lands, 
establishing a dangerous precedent, awarding a premium for the violation of the law, and holding out 
assurances that for similar transgressions future rewards will be g·iven; although there was no absolute 
obligation on the government to provide for or notice the actual condition of the settlers on those lands 
when the treaty of October 18, 1820, was concluded. It is not the less remarkable that, in that treaty, 
the Indians made professions to secure the improvements, or an equivalent to those of their tribe residing 
on the lands in the State of Mississippi, ceded by them to the United States, while the commissioners on the 
part of the United States entirely overlooked the situation of the white people on the lands ceded to the 
Indians. The commissioners could not plead ignorance in this matter, because one of them, General 
Jackson, who made the treaty, was the identical person to whom the order or December 15, 1818, had 
been directed by the ,var Department, and who, based on this order, issued his of January 5, 1819, to the 
commander at Fort Smith. This may, however, be one of the reasons why these people should not now 
Le provided for; because, it is to be presumed, if the go,ernment had acknowledged any rights or claims 
to indemnity, it would have, in all probability, been noticed in that treaty. '£he committee would be glad 
to see those people, for whom relief is prayed in the memorial, placed in some situation where they might 
hereafter realize their wishes, and secure, by purchase from the government, their homes and improve­
ments. This, however, cannot be done without extinguishing the title of the Choctaw Indians which 
they acquired by the treaty of October 18, 1820. To do this belongs to the treaty-making power, and is 
not a subject for the committee to pass on. They, however, think it a subject worthy the consideration 
of the government, and submit the following resolution: 

Resolred, That the Committee on the Public Lands be discharged from the further consideration of 
the snltiect, and that it be referred to the Secretary of War. 

Upon the request of Mr. Conway, delegate in Congress from the Territory of Arkansas, I make the 
following statement: 

In the month of June, in the year one thousand eight hundred and nineteen, being in command of the 
United States troops stationed at Fort Smith, on the Arkansas river, I received an order from the com­
manding officer of the southern division, l General Jackson,) commanding me to remove all the settlers 
who should be found west of a line drawn from the sources of the Kiamichi to the Poteau, the former a 
stream emptying into Red river, the latter into the Arkansas river, and to compel all such settlers to 
return to the east side of said line. Upon the receipt of the order I sat out with some half a dozen 
soldiers on horseback, a corporal's guard, and proceeded to the tract of country on which the intruders 
had settled. I found about two hundred families, in the whole, on the west side of the line desig-nated; 
some of them had crops growing; others none. I read the orders which I had received to the heads of 
the difterent families, rrquiring those who had no crops growing· to obey it immediately, and to those who 
had time was allowed till October. The order was universally obeyed, and some of those to whom I had 
given leave to remain till their crop was gathered were driven in before that time by Captain Combs, 
commanding· at Natchitoches, who had received a similar order, and executed it in the district of country 
next to Red river, in some instances burning the houses and destroying the crops. Afterwards Mr. Downs 
and Mr. Woodward, being authorized by government to run certain lines in Arkansas, fixed upon a line 
from the mouth of the Canadian Fork, southwardly to the head of Jack's Fork, of Kiamichi, and down it 
to its lllouth. This line was further west than the one designated in the order which I had received and 
executed; and immediately after many of those who had removed under the order of myself and Captain 
Combs reoccupied the ground from thich they had been removed. Information of this having reached the 
government of the United States, an order was sent to Colonel Arbuckle, commanding at Fort Smith, in 
the fall of the last year, commanding him to drive back all such intruders to the east side of the line from 
the sources of the Kiamichi and Poteau. This was accordingly done; and the people then, twice removed 
back, settled in the counties of Miller and Crawford, and I should suppose that about two thousand souls 
were cut off from the territory by the line fixed for the western boundary of Arkansas at the last session 
of Cong-ress. 

Given under my hand, at Washington city, March 25, 1824. 
W. BRADFORD. 

DEP .. umrENT OF WAR, December 19, 1826. 
Sm: In reply to your letter of the 13th instant, respecting the removal of certain settlers on the 

public lands in Arkansas Territory, I transmit herewith a report of the clerk in charge of the Indian 
business of this department, with documents marked A and B, which g·ives the information required. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
JAMES BARBOUR. 

Hon. THoJIAS WHIPPLE, House of Representalfres. 
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DEPART)IENT OF vY AR, Office of Indian .Affairs, Decemher 19, 1826. 
Sm: In compliance with your directions, accompanied by a letter from the honorable Thomas Whipple, 

of the 13 instant, requesting that you will transmit, as soon as may be, the order from the Department of 
"\Var for the removal of certain settlers on the public lands in the Arkansas Territory, of December 15, 
1818, and also the report made on the same subject in the year 1821 by Colonel Henry D. Downs who 
was commissioner to run the boundary line established by the Choctaw treaty of October 18, 1820 I

1

have 
the honor to enclose herewith copies of said order and report, marked A and B. ' 

I have the honor to be your most obedient servant, 
THO. L. McKENNEY. 

Hon. JAMES BARBOUR, Secretary of War. 

A. 

DEPARTnENT oF WAR, December 15, 1818. 
Sm: Under the late treaty with the Quapaws and Osages very extensive tracts of land have been 

acquired, a considerable portion of which is not intended to be brought immedfa,tely into market, and which 
may hereafter become the means of exchange for lands on this side of the Mississippi, above the mouth 
of the Kiamichi, and on the Arkansas above the mouth of the Poteau, and to the west of the main branch 
of the Kiamichi and Poteau, and a line drawn between their sources. 

The President has directed me to issue orders to prevent, for the present, the extension of the settle­
ments on Red river. Those persons settled to the west of the line specified, or at points hig·her up the 
Red river and the Arkansas than those mentioned, will be removed. 

You will give the necessary orders to carry the views of the President into effect. It will be advisable 
to take the necessary measures at an early period, so as to give to such families as may be removed an 
opportunity to make arrangements for planting the next spring. 

I have, &c., 
J. C. CALHOUN. 

Major General ANDREW JACKSON, Nashville, Tennessee. 

B. 

WARRENTON, Mississippi, December 24, 1821. 
Sm: In obedience to your instruction to me, I have run, according to the treaty, the eastern line of 

the land ceded by the United States to the Choctaw nation west of the Misf!issippi; beginning at the 
mouth of Little river, running thence down Red river to a point three miles below the mouth of Little 
river; running thence north twenty-nine degrees and fifteen minutes east, one hundred and fifteen miles 
ten chains and fifty links, to a post on the south bank of the Arkansas river, where the lower boundary 
line of the Cherokees strikes the same; running thence with the course of the Arkansas river to the 
mouth of the Canadian Fork; a plat of which survey is herewith enclosed, and a map subjoined thereto 
of the country west of the eastern boundary which is settled by the whites, designating the position of 
the settlements; which map, and the field notes accompanying the same, you will please consider as a 
part of this report, to which I refer you for a more particular description of the line, and for some other 
information not herein detailed. The connexions of surveys marked in the map were surveys made prior 
to the Choctaw treaty. The settlements on the Arkansas are immediately on the river, extending from 
the eastern boundary nearly as far west as the mouth of the Canadian Fork. The settlements on Red 
river also extend from the eastern boundary westerly as far as the Kiamichi, and are more widely spread 
than they are on the Arkansas. A direct line from the mouth of the Poteau to the mouth of the Kiamichi 
would not relieve the white settlers, as was expected. Therefore, the line that I have considered best to 
suggest to you for that purpose will be a direct line from the junction of the Canadian with the Arkansas 
to the mouth of Jack's Fork of the Kiamichi; thence down Kiamichi river to Red river. This contemplated 
line would include about three hundred and seventy-five families, averaging about seven persons to a 
family, and about six millions five hundred thousand acres of land, which would be, from the best informa­
tion I have been able to obtain, only a very small part of the Choctaw cession. 

I have the honor to be, &c., • 
HENRY D. DOWNS, Oommismoner, &c. 

Hon. J. C. CALHOUN, Secrretary of War. 
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APPLICATION OF OHIO AND ALA.BA.MA FOR FURTHER RELIEF TO THE PURCHASERS OF 
PUBLIC LANDS, AND IN RELATION TO LA.NDS FOR A UNIVERSITY AND SCHOOLS. 

comIUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRU.I.RY 28, 182't. 

To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatii:es in Uongress assembled: 
The undersigned inhabitants of the State of Alabama, beg leave to represent: That their situation, in 

respect to the public land debt. * * * [For this memorial see No. 533.] 

MEMORIAL to the Congress of the United Shtes, asking permission for the trustees of the University of Alabama to select 
other lands in lieu of those herein described. 

Memorial to tile Senate and House of Representatioes of the United Stales of America in Congress assembled : 
The memorial of the senate and house of representatives of the State of Alabama, in general assembly 

convened, respectfully represents: That section twelve, containing 688.80 acres, the northeast quarter 
of section seventeen, containing 159.11 acres, the northeast quarter of section twenty-eight, containing 
158.81 acres, and the east part of the northeast quarter of section thirty-four, containing 106.12 acres, 
in township four, range eleven west, in the Huntsville land district, patented to the trustees of the 
University of .Alabama, July 16, 1824, have been S"Qbsequently sold by the United States to individuals 
who are now in peaceable possession thereof, and have made considerable and valuable improvements 
thereon. • 

In order that the quiet possession of innocent and bona fide purchasers should not be disturbed, and 
believing that a selection of other lands couid be made as equally beneficial, your memorialists respectfully 
submit to your honorable bodies the propriety of passing a law granting permission to the said trustees of 
the University of the State of Alabama to make a selection of other lands in lieu thereof, giving said 
trustees the power of selecting any lands which have been forfeited, reverted, or relinquished to the 
United States, at any of the land offices in this State> in lieu of the above-described lands. 

Resofred by the se-nale and house of rlJ]Yresentatii:es of the State of Alabama in general assembly coni·ened, 
That our senators in Cong·ress be instructed, and our representatives requested, to use their efforts to 
obtain the passag·e of a law in conformity with the foregoino· memorial. 

Ee it further 1·esofred, That bis excellency the governor be requested to transmit to oul' senators and 
representatives in Congress one copy of the foregoing memorial and resolutions. 

Approved January 12, 1827. 

SAMUEL W. OLIVER, Speulcer of the House of Represenw.ti1:es. 
NICHOL.AS DAVIS, President ef the Benale. 

JOHN MURPHY. 

SECRETARY OF STATE'S OFFICE, Tuscaloosa, January 16, 182'1'. 
I do certify the foregoing- report and resolutions to be a correct copy of the orig·inal on file in this 

office. 
JAMES I. THORNTON. 

To the Senate and Hotffe if Rq:wesrntatii:es of the United States in (Jongre.ss assembled: 

Tho memorial of the legislature of the State of Ohio respectfu11y represents: That by the act of Con­
gress passed on the 13th day of .April, A. D. 1802, making certain appropriations to the people of the 
territory northwest of the river Ohio, preparatory to the formation of a State government therein, it was 
proposed that section No. 16 in every township, and where such section had been sold or disposed of, 
other lands equivalent thereto, and most contiguous to the same, should be granted to the inhabitants of 
such to.wnship for the use of schools; which said propositions were, by an ordinance of the convention of 
said Territory, passed November 29, 1802, ( after adding certain conditions by way of modification,) 
acceded to; by which said modification, in addition to the proposition securing section No. 16, as aforesaid, 
it was proposed that a donation, equal to one thirty-sixth part of the amount of land in the United States 
military tract, should be made for the support of schools within that district; that a like provision should 
be made for the Virginia reservation, so far as the unlocated lands in that tract would supply the propor­
tion aforesaid; and, also, that a donation of the same kind, or such other provision as Congress might 
deem expedient, should be made to the inhabitants of the Western Reserve; and that all the lands which 
mig·ht thereafter be purchased of Indian tribes by the United States, lying within the State of Ohio, the 
one thirty-sixth part thereof should be given, as aforesaid, for the support of public schools; which said 
propositions of the convention aforesaid were accepted and ag-reed to on the part of the general govern­
ment, as appears from an act of Congress pa:ilsed March 3, A. D. 1803, granting, agreeably to the proposi­
tions aforesaid, to the United States and Virginia military tracts their just proportion of schooi lands; 
and g·ranting, also, to the said Western Reserve 56,000 acres of land, being equal in amount to one thirty­
sixth part of all that section of said Western Reserve to which the Indian title had at that time been 
extinguished. From these circumstances, and the acts above alluded to, your memorialists infer that it 
was the intention of Congress, and the just expee;tation of the inhabitants of said territory, that corre­
sponding donations should be made for the balance of said Western Reserve as soon as the Indian title 
thereto might be extinguished; which, in a treaty concluded between the United States and sundry Indian 
tribes, at Fort Industry, July 4, .A. D. 1805, was fully accomplished; and the Indian title to all the residue 
of said \Vestern Reserve, being all that portion thereof lying west of tho Cuyahoga river, containing about 
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1,540,000 acres, was thereby extinguished; an equivalent, equal to the one thirty-sixth part thereof, 
amounts, according to the estimates aforesaid, to 44,000 acres, to which your memorialists, agreeably to 
the acts, ordinance, and propositions aforesaid, conceive themselves justly entitled; and your memorialists 
doubt not but Congress, on a fair investigation of the subject, will concur with them in opinion aA to the 
justice of their claim, and cheerfully adopt such measures as will render the inhabitants of said ·western 
Reserve equal participators with other sections of their State in the benevolent liberalities of Congress. 

The leg;islature of the State of Ob.io being now engaged in making pro,ision by law for the sale 
of all their school lands, and investing the avails thereof in productive funds, deem it highly important 
that the entire interest of each section of said State should be fully and clearly defined; your memorialists, 
therefore, respectfully invite the attention of Congress to this important subject, and earnestly request 
that provision be made for granting to the State of Ohio, for the use of schools in said Western Reserve, 
their just proportion of school lands not heretofore appropriated, amounting·, as your memorialists have 
previously shown, to 44,000 acres. And your memorialists would further suggest to the consideration of 
your honorable bodies, inasmuch as the appropriation has been long delayed, the p1•opriety of permitting· 
said lands to be located in sections, out of any lands belonging to the United States in the State of Ohio 
not otherwise disposed of~ by such agents as the governor of said State, for the time being, may appoint. 

Resob:ed, That the foregoing· memorial be submitted to Congress, and that the governor be requested 
to transmit to the President of the Senate and Speaker of the House of Representatives of Congress 
copies thereof, with a request that the same be laid before the Houses over which they respectively pre­
side. 

JA~UAUY 24, 1821. 

EDWARD KING, Speaker of the House of RepresentatiL'es. 
A. SHEPHERD, Speaker of the Senate. 

SEcRtrARY ol! STATE'S OFFtct::, Oolurnbw~, Ohio, January 26, 1827. 
I certify the foregoing to be a correct copy of the original roll remaining on file in this office. 

JER. M'LENE, Secretary of State. 

EXECUTIVE DEP..umtEN'l', Columbus, Ohio, February 1, 1&27. 
SIR: The accompanying memorial and resolution of the legislature of this State are communicated, 

with a request that you will be pleased to submit them to the body over which you preside. 
\Vith great respect, your obedient servant, 

ALLEN TRIMBLE. 

Ex.EcuTIYE DEPARTMENT, Ohio, Columbus, Febr1.tary 1, 1827. 
StR: The following resolutions are communicated in obedience to the request of the legislature of 

this State. 
With great respect, your obedient servant, ALLEN TRIMBLE. 

Resolt"ed by the general assembly of the Stole of Ohio, That our senators and representatives in Con­
gress be requested to use their exertions to procure the extension of the relief laws of the United States, 
so as to embrace purchasers of public lands who have forfeited their payments on the same, and to enable 
said purchasers, or their assignees, to invest the several sums so forfeited in any new purchase of public 
lands. 

Resoli:ed, That the governor be requested to transmit a copy of the foregoing r~solution to the Speaker 
of the Senate and the Speaket· of the House of Representatives of the United States, and to each of our 
senators and representatives in Congress. 

EDWARD KING, Speaker qf the House of Representatives. 
A. SHEPHERD, Speaker of the Senate. 

JANUARY 29, 1821. 
SECRETARY OF STATE's OFFtcE, Columbus, Ohio, Januai·y 29, 1827. 

I certify the foregoing· to be a correct copy of the original roll remaining on file in this office. 
JER. M'LENE, Sec:-retary of State, 

19TH CONGRESS. 1 No. 587. ( 2D SESSION . 

.APPLICATION OF LOUISIANA FOR A GRANT OF LAND TO THE DISBANDED OFFICERS OF 
THE LATE ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES OF THE WAR OF 1812-'15. 

cmmUN!CATED TO THE SENATE MARCH 3, 1827. 

Be u resolved by the senate and house of represe-11,tatives of the Stole of Louisi.ana in general aswmbly 
coni:ened, That our senators and representatives in the Congress of the United States be instructed and 
requested to use their best and most energetic endeavors to have passed into a law a bill making provision, 
in lands, for the disbanded officers of the late army of the United States, according to their respective 
grades . 

.And be it further resolved, That the governor of the State of Louisiana be requested to transmit to 
each of the said senators and representatives a copy of the above resolution. 

OCT. LA BRANCHE, Speaker of the House of Representatii:es. 
A. BEAUVAIS, Pre,,'idertt of the Senate. 

ApproYed January 18, 1827. 
H. JOHNSON, Gouernor of the State of Louisiana. 




