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commencing the establishment of the families must be
reckoned from this dztzg; and that on the first families be-
ing ready to be sent, the concerned will lodge infurmation
thereof, with a list of the individuals, their birthright and
employment, that the necessary orders and instructions
be given to the tﬁovemment and sub-delegation of the roy-
al treasury in the East Florida, in order that his Majesty
mari‘: be opportunely informed thereof.
he figurative plan, as aforesaid, being presented by

the surveyor, together with the explanation of the surve
and admensuration, itappears that the above-mentione
tract of land is situated in the East Florida, fifty-two
miles more or less west of the city of St. Augustine, and
about thirty-six miles west of the eastern shore of the ri-
ver San Juan, bounded on all sides by unapit;?pﬁated
land, havmg in or about its centre the place known by
the name of Alachua, which was formerly inhabited by
a tribe of Seminole Indians that abandoned it, and ac-
cording to the dimension and form set forth in the said

lan, and the explanations thereto annexed; and taking
1t into consideration that the leagues used n that pro-
vince consist of three English miles, and each of them of
one thousand seven hundred and sixty yards, or eighty
Gunter’s chains, the tract of land granted as aforesaid
conteins two hundred and eighty-nine thousand six hun-
dred and forty-five English acres and five-sevenths of
another, which are equal to three hundred and forty-two
thousand two hundred and ﬁfg arpens and one-seventh
of another of those in use in West Florida—the English
acre being reckoned at one hundred and sixty poles or
lIl)erches, and each linear English perch at sixteen and a

alf London feet, according to the use in the time of the
British possession of that coun%vy which has been since
tolerated by our Government. ﬁerefore, and using the
faculties which our lord the King (whom God preserve)
has conferred upon me, in his royal name, I gratuitously
grant unto the above mentioned Don Fernando de la Ma-
za Arredondo € Hijo the number of acres of land above
stated, in the direction, boundaries, and distances, set
forth in the figurative pian, of which a copy must be an-
nexed to this title, that they may possess and enjoy them
as sole masters thereof, and in the terms mentioned in
my decree herein inserted. In tegstlmong whereof, I
have ordered this title to be given, signed by me, sealed
with the royal seal of my secretary’s departmenli% and
countersigned by the commissary at war, Don Pedro
Carrambot, appointed by his Majesty secretary of this
intendancy, and sub-delegate superintendancy.

iven at Havana, on the twenty-second day of De-
cember, one thousand eight hundred and seventeen,
ALEXANDRO RAMIREZ.
Pepro Carrampor.

The foregoing title was registered in the hook for that
purpose, in the office under my charge. Havana, dated

as above.
CARRAMBOT.
A copy: Juan NEepoM. DE ARROCHA.

[TRANSLATION.]

Don Juan Nepomuceno de Arrocha, secretary of the in-
tendenciu de exercito, (intendancy of the army,) gene-
ral superintendancy, sub-delegate of the national do-
main of thisisland and the two Floridas:

I certify that his honor, the intendant of the army, su-
perintendent general, sub-delegate of the same national
domain, has tins day decreed as follows: * Having hefore
me the information received at this office from the Senor

. Zobernador and sub-delegate of San Augustin of Florida,
and in consequence of the instructions given him by this
general superintendancy on the 2d of October ultimo, and
attending to_the reasons which the concerned adduced,

Don Fernando de la Maza Arredondo and Son, they are

allowed prolongation of one year, which they have soli-

cited for the object proposed: without any prejudice to
their interest, let it be given to them, certificates of the
secretary’s office for the end and purposes which may
suit their interest, and let this be communicated to the
same senor sub-delegate for his intelligence: and, in
conformity of this decree, I give the present in Havana

the 2d day of December, 1820.

UAN NEPOMUCENO DE ARROCHA.

D.
. Havana, 2d April, 1820.
The annexed memorial which Don Fernando de la
Maza Arredondo and Son, of this commerce, presented
me, with the title of the concession of alot of land which
was granted them by this sub-delegate general superin-
tendancy in December, 1817, agks for prolongation of

one year to accomplish or carry into effect the establish-

ment of the families which he proposed, and it is con-
venient that your lordship inform on this particular
point, I have,in consequence, so decreed it on this day,
accompanying it with a certified copy of the title, not to
expose the original to the dangers of the seas.
od preserve you for many years.
ALEXANDRO RAMIREZ.
Don Jose CorpiNGeR.

E

In your lordship’s official letter of this current month,
you ask me to inform on the subject of one year’s
prolonfatwn solicited by Don Fernando de la Maza Ar-
redondo and Sou, of that commerce, for the establish-
ment of the fam}fles which he proposed in the territory
of Alachua, which gratuitous concession, with formal
title, he obtained of that sub-delegate general superinten-
dancy in December, 1817. I must inform your lordship
that, as yet, only the copy of the said grant has come to
hand, but not the memorial of Arredondo which your
lordsinp speaks of in ﬂ\;our said official letter. I have to
inform your lordship that I find no obstacle, or have no
objection, that the said Xrolongatwn shall be granted, be-
cause, if this meditated_establishment takes place, the
benefits that will result from it will be considerable, and
will further the prosperity of this province, which our
Government so anxiously desires to promote.

. God preserve your Jordship many years. St. Augus-
tine, October 23, 1820.
To the INTENDANT oF THE ARMY, .
Superintendent General of the two Floridas.

G.

AFFIDAVITS., A

‘Whereas, by the laws of the Territory of Florida, the
Jjudge of the circuit court is the only officer pointed out to
issue a commission for taking depositions in suits not
already commenced, and, as there Is no such officer now
in this circuit, the following depositions are therefore
taken without the said commission.

Crry oF St. AucusTINE, Territory of Florida,
Personally appeared this twentieth day of January,
1823, before me, Waters Smith, mayor of the city of St.
Augustine, Antonio Alvarez, who, being duly sworn
doth depose and say that this deponent acted as chie
clerk to Governor Coppinger, and was present at a talk
held between the said governor and some Indian chiefs
shortly after the establishment made by Mr, Wanton on
the Alachuas that the chiefs complained that white men
had settled at the Alachua; the governorreplied that they
were sent there by Mr. Arredondo, with his (Governor
Copsinger’s) permission, in consequence of Mr. Arre-
dondo’s having obtained a grant of the land from a person
having more power, or a greater man than himself, mean-
ing thereby the superintendent of the island of Cuba and
both Floridas. The Indian chiefs said, in substance, that
they were satisfied, and would comply with the gover-
nor’s request, and not molest or disturb the white men.
And this deponent further saith, that this talk was
carried on with_the usual formalities observed on such
occasions, the King’s interpreter, Antonio Huertas, being
present and interpreting. And this deponent further
saith, that the Indians have abandoned the Alachua
ever since the year one thousand eight hundred and thir-
teen, since that time haying had no regular settlements
on these lands. This information is obtained by means
of the office of chief clerk to the governor, and not from
this deponent’s having actua%been on the lands.
TONIO ALVAREZ.

Sworn to before me the day and year first above written.
WATERS SMITH, Mayor.

H.
TERRITORY OF FLORIDA: .

On the twentieth day of January, in the year of our
Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three, fper—
sonally appeared before me, Waters Smith, mayor of the
city of St. Augustine, Peter Miranda, who, being duly
sworn, doth depose and say that, shortly after Mr. Arre-
dondo had sent Mr. Wanton to settle in the Alachua,
this deponent was present at a part of a talk held with
the Imfians by Governor Coppinger. The governor di-
rected the interpreter to fell the Indians not to disturb
the white men who had settled at Alachua, as the land
had been given to Mr. Arredondo bfy a man at Havana
having more command than himself, and who had com-
mand also over him, (the governor.) This deponent
then left the talk, and cannot, from his personal know-
ledge, say what further took place; but Governor Cop-
pinger afterwards informed deponent that the In-
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dians were_perfectly satisfied that Mr. Arredondo’s

agent should remain,
: PEDRO MIRANDA.
Sworn to before me the day and year first above writ-
ten. WATERS SMITH,Mayor.

F.
Ciry or Sv. AveusTiNg, Territory of Forida,

On the 25th day of July, 1823, personally came and
appeared before me, Waters Smith, mayor of the city of
St. Augustine, William T. Hall, who, being duly sworn,
doth depose and say that he is a subject of the” King of
Spain, and that, about the month of September, in the
year one thousand eight hundred and twenty, this depo-
nent entered into an agreement with Peter Mitchell
(who understood that said Mitchell, Arredondo, and
others, were owners of a tract of land in Alachua,) to go
himself, and employ others with him, to make settlements
at Alachua on said lands; that this deponent, shortly af-
ter, proceeded to Alachua to view said lands, and, on his
return, employed two men by the names of John Smith
and Patrick Lannam to become settlers with deponent;
that, on the seventh day of November of the same year,
the said party reached Alachua, and immediately pro-

- ceeded to clear land and erect dwellings of the following
dimensions: one of twenty by fifteen feet for the two men
and other settlers which deponent calculated to send on,
and one other thirty by twenty feet for the dwelling of
deponent, and for a store. hile Smith and Lanmam

* were at work, deponent returned to St. Augustine, hav-

ing fallen sick, and continued indisposed for two and a
half months. Early in January of eighteen hundred and
twenty-one, Smith came to town, and reported that the
houses were finished, wanting only locks and hinges,
which report being_confirmed by Burges, a very intelli-
gent half-breed Indian, deponent furnished Smith locks
and hinges, and forty dollars in cash, for the use of him-
self and” Lannam. ‘That, on the recovery of deponent
he understanding that several other settlers, employe&
by said Mitchell and Arredondo, had made establish-
ments at Alachua on the aforesaid lands, some of which
settlers being personally disagreeable fo deponent, he
abandoned the project and settlement. And this depo-
nent further saith, that, during the time he was engaged
in the before-mentioned settlement, he kept a diary of
the oceurrences, but which was destroyed by the rains
and wet in swimming creeks. Therefore, in this deposi-
tion, he has not stated dates with precision, but to the
best of his recollection. And deponent further saith,
that the settlement made by himself, Smith, and Lannam,
was about one and a half miles east of old Payne’s town.

And the deponent further saith, that he is not directly

or indirectly interested inany lands or grants in the Ala-

chua.
. WM. T. HALL.
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 25th day of
Tuly, 1823.
‘WATERS SMITH, Meyor.

J.
‘Crtv or St. AveustiNg, Zerritory of Florida.
On the seventh day of A{x";ust, 1823, personally came
" and appeared before me, Waters Smith, mayor of the
city of St. Augustine, Thomas Brush, who, being duly
sworn, doth deiose and say that he, with other settlers
from New York, arrived at Alachua the beginning of
January last for the purpose of settling; their expenses,
as well as_one year’s maintenance, being borne by the
achua Coempany. That the settlers or company have
opened a road from Picolata, on the St. Johns, opposite
Buena Vista, to Alachua, beinga distance of about fortﬁ-
five miles; they have erected eight bridges, and made t
road passable for wheel carriages. 'That on the arrival
at Alachua of deponentand his party, they found the
Alachua settlement at Micanopé consisting of thirteen
houses, most of the houses about twenty by eighteen feet,
two of which, however, were larger, one being forty-five
b yand one thirty-five by twenty-five feet. To
the settlement have since been added twelve houses, and
materials ready for ten more houses; and hands are now
-employed sawing timber, and arrangements making, and
many of the materialsready, for erectinga water saw-mill.
"The seftlement at present consists of the following per-
sons, viz, this deponent, Edwards, Thomas Brusi,jr.,
George Downs, Sidney Haines, Og(ien, John Smith Pen-
ny, Jacob Brandenburgh, Elisha Morris, Bonnell, War-
burg, Chateauneuf, Moore, Levy, Edward Wanton, Eli-
as es, Elihu Woodmﬁ', ‘William Wanton, and Dr.
Kelly. The above persons, with their families, make n
all forty-seven persons. There are three different plan-
tationsatthe Alachua, and this present yearthereis plant-
ed, as nearas this deponent can judge, about one hun-

dred and fifty to one hundred and fifty-five acres.
There are in those three plantations about three hundred
acres of cleared land, and the settlers are about clearing
land for twelve more plantations. That provisions from
the seaboard to the Alachua, before the road above men-
tioned was opened, were transgorted ata verﬁr %reat ex-
pense; and deponent thinks that every bushel of corn
must have cost, by the time it was delivered at the set-
tlement, five dollars per bushel, and other provisions in
proportion. And further this (ieponent saith not.
THOMAS BRUSH.
Subscribed and sworn to before me the day and year

first above written.
WATERS SMITH, Mayor.

T do hereby cerﬁf&r that the foregoing are true and cor-
rect copies of four depositions taken before me, hasing
been this day compared by me with the originals. In
testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and
affixed the seal in the city of St. Augustine, at the said
city, this eleventh day of August, in the year of our Lord
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three.
[x. s.] WATERS SMITH, AMayor.

Crry oF St. AveusTINg, Zerrifory of Florida.

On the 11th day of September, A. D. 1823, personally
came and appeared before me, Waters Smith, mayor of
the city of St. Augustine, Edward M. ‘Wanton, who,

eing duly sworn, doth depuse and say that, on the 16th
day of December, 1820, he was applied to for the pur-
pose of settling at Alachua; deponent then resided at
Picolata, and on the same day started for Polusia,
and there concluded an agreement with Horatio S,
Dexter to go and settle on the Alachua lands; and
as said Dexter had previcusly entered into terms
with the Alachua Company to settle on said lands, this
deponent agreed with said Dexter to go and settle there,
and to participate in the agreement previously made be-
tween Dexter and the company; and, on the agreement
being made with Dexter, deponent immediately began to
make preparation for the settlement, and continued at
Volusia Ferfgcﬁng his arrangements until the 8th day of
April following, when he left Volusia, and, on the 16th
day of the same month, arrived at A'lacim.a, and has ever
since continued to reside there with his family; also,
deponent’s son, with his family, and still resides there.
And deponent further saith, that the Alachoa Compa-
ny still continues to carry on and sugrort the settle-
ment at very great expense and trouble; and the es-
tablishment has been progressing ever since deponent
first became a settler, and at the present time con-
sists of twenty-eight houges, and preparing to erect
others; havedugseveral wells, and established three plan-
tations, on which is about three hundred acres cleared
land, and about ope half the cleared land cultivated the
present season. Preparations are making for eleven or
twelve more plantations. The company have had a road
cut from Buena Vista to Alachua, a distance of forty orfor-
ty-five miles. A number of bridges have been erected
on this_road, as near as deponent can now recollect,
about eight or ten. A saw-mill is about to be erected,
the materials being ready; the present population being
about fifty. And deponent further saith, that before
the road was cut from Buena Vista to Alachua, it is his
opinion that the cost and transportation of corn to the
Alachua settlement would brm,%1 the price to five or six
dollars per bushel, and every otherarticle proportionally

high.
" EDWARD M. WANTON.
Subscribed and sworn to before me the 11th Septem-

ber, 1823,
‘WATERS SMITH, Mayor.

No. 1.
To the honorable the Commissioners appointed fo ascer-
tuin claims and_titles to lands in East Florida:

The petition of Moses E. Levy respectful}y showeth:
that your memorialist claims title to a tract of land, con-
sisting of fourteen thousand five hundred acres, situated
on the west bank of the Saint John’s river, at a place
called Hope hill. ‘The first line runs south 75° west,
176 chains, to an old path of the Chocochate Indians.
The second line runs north 25° west, 520 chains, to a
stake on a path of the Okelooka Indians, and is bounded
as follows: on the north by the Indian path last mention-
ed, on the east by the river St. Johns, and on all other
sides by unseated lands; which title’ your memorialist
derives from a grant made to Fernando M. Arredondo,
sen., by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order
of 29th March, 1815, who sold the same to your memo-
rialist, and is the whole original grant. And your me-
morialist further showeth, that he s in actual possession
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of said lands, that he is a citizen of the United States,
and resident of Meconopé, in East Florida.

Documents ,gled with this memorial.

1. Copy of title to F. M. Arredondo, marked A.

2. Plat of survey, marked B.

Other documents relating to this claim will be found
filed with a memorial of your petitioner, marked A. A.
The papers alluded to are marked C, D, E. G

[TrRaNsLATION.]
Bill of sale.

Know ye, that I, Don Fernando de la Maza Arredon-
do, inhabitant and merchant of this town, do declare
that I am owner and lawful proprietor of a tract of land
confaining fourteen thousand five hundred acres, situated
in the province of East Florida; and that Don Fernando,
of the same surname, my son, is owner of another tract
containing thirty-eight thousand five hundred acres, si-
tuated in the same province; which two tracts of land
are intended to_be sold to the firm of Hernandez and
Chauviteau, under the condition that, within the final
termination of two months, there shall be presented to
them the necessary authority for the portion belonging to
my aforesaid son, as also his title of acquisition tﬁerein;
and, as respects the land which is my own_property,
there having only been required to be produced the copy,
(of the title,) attested by the notary, Don Juan de En-
tralgo, of the ninth of August, one thousand eight hun-
dred and nineteen, it is presented to them, as also the
matf and explanation of the location and_boundaries of
both tracts. ' In which state the firm of Hernandez and
Chauvitean agreed to my guarantee and security res-
pecting my son, Don Fernando. There remained another
difficulty to be got over somewhat greater, which was, to
make it appear that no duties were to be paid thereon,
for the reasons stated to the superintendent sub-delegate
of the two Floridas, in 2 representation made to him on
the seventh of July last; who, having taken all the ne-
cessary informations in the business, declared, by a de-
cree of the twenty-fourth of the said month of July,
that, in conformity to the proceedings, (as made out,) the
matter should be sent back to the general administration,
that a permit might be delivered as petitioned, with ex-
emption from duties; and the only requisite that, on the
delivery of the document, there should be a copy thereof
given in to the Government and national bureau of Flo-
rida for the proper effect; upon view whereof, the ad-
ministration aforesaid so determined yesterday, as will
more particularly appear by the proceedin, which are
attached hereto upon nine sheets of paper, that the con-
sequences which are just may ensue. And, in pursu-
ance thereof, I declare for myself, and in the name of
the said Don Fernando de la_Maza, my son, on whose
behalf, in the fullest manner, I give my voice and assur-
ance, derafo ef grafo, with an express renunciation of all
laws upon the case, and which shall be cancelled upon 2
delivery of the power and title of ownership mentroned
in_the beginning, and upon_these conditions I actually
sell, and give in perpetual alienation to the firm of Her-
nandez and Chauviteau, inhabitants and merchants here,
the aforesaid two tracts of land, the one, my property,
containing fourteen thousand five hundred acres, and
that of my son, thirty-eight thousand four hundred acres,
both situated in the province of East Florida, having the
bounds and courses appearingon the map attached tothe
praceedings, which are hereto annexed, upon which also
are found the titles of my propertys and, as respects the
thirty-eight thousand four hundred acres of my son, his
title of ownership shall be produced at the end of two _
months, a little more or less, attached to the power,
which is to be added with }Jroper notification to this wri-
ting; which two tracts of land I transfer in favor of the
aforesaid Hernandez and Chauviteau, according to, and
in their present state, with all their inlets, outlets, uses,
customs, and a}g)urtenanges, acquired and lawful, there-
to belonging and appurtaining, I and my son, Don Fer-
nandoilhzmng possessed them free from all incumbrances,
as I, the recorder of mortgages, do declare and certify
hereafter, for the price and sum of twenty-five thousand
dollars, out of which twenty thousand are appropriated
for the land and sale of my son, and the remaining five
thousand dollars for the land and sale of my own pro-
%er ti]a.nd of which two porfions or amount of twenty-

ve thousand dollars, to which the price of both tracts
amounts, as received _in ready coin to my satisfaction,
T renounce the proof, dehveay, exception on account of
pecuniary misreckoning, fraud, and_other circumstances
m the case,and do deliver, in the fullest manner, a form-
al receipt.  Manifesting, as I do declare, that the price
and just value of both lands is that already stated, and
if they are worth any thing more, or may be valued

9

above the contract, whatever it may be, I make of it to

e purchasers a gift and donation, absolute, entire,
perfect, and irrevocable, according to the .rig}ﬂ: titles
made out, with all recordings, clauses, entails, and re-
quisites, for their better and necessary validity.” Incon-
sideration whereof, I separate, quit, and transfer from
myself and my legitimate son, Don Fernando, all title of
propriety, voice and appeal, useful possession, owner-
ship, and other deeds, real, personal, lawful, direct and
indirect, which to the aforesaid two tracts of land we had
and held in the part and portion which is set forth be-
longed to each: therefore, under the recited conditions
and guarantee, I renounce and transfer them to the firm
of Hernandez and Chauviteau, or to whomsoever may
hold their power, that, as their own property, they may
possess, enjoy, or alienate at their will by virtue of this
writing, which I deliver them in testimony of an actual
delivery, whereby isacknowledged their having acquired
possession and holding the same without a necessity of
other proof, from which I absolve them; and I bind my-
self to the security and vahdxtg' of this sale with my pre-
sent and future property, and by making a full guarantee
for punctual fuliilment thereof, upon which I renounce
all laws and privileges in my favor, which I moreover
hereby bar. And we, the firm of Hernandez and Chau-
viteau, being present, do accept in our favor this wntmé,
which is made to us of the aforesaid two tracts of land,
for the sum, and in the manner which they are sold to
us, and of which we acknowledge the delivery, with a
renunciation of all the Jaws upon the case, and do de-
liver a formal receipt, dated in the ever faithful city of
the Havana, the third of August, in the year one thou-
sand eight hundred and twenty. . .

1, the public notary, certify that I am acquainted with
the parties conveying, who, moreover, ratified delivered
and signed hereto, there being as witnesses Don Rafael
Garcia, Don Thomas Gomez, and Don Buenaventura
Calvet, ;Eesent. and residents.

FERNANDO DE LA MAZA ARREDONDO.

HERNANDEZ & CHAUVITEAU.

Before me: Caverano PoxTox.

Copy of the title of ownership in favor of Don Fernando
gey le Maza Arredondo, of fourteen thousand five hun-

dred acres of land situated to the west of St. John’s

river.

Don Joseph Coppinger, colonel in the royal army, civil
and military governor, and head of Jm lic finance in
this city of St. Angustine, in Florida, and province,
on behalf of his Majesty:

‘Whereas, by a royal order of the 29th of March, one
thousand eight hundred and fitteen, his Majesty has
deigned to apgrqve the gifts and rewards proposed by my
predecessor, rigadier Don Sebastian Kmndelan, for the
officers and ‘soldiers, not only regulars, but citizens and
other individuals of this province, who united in the de-
fence thereof in the time of rebellion. Oneof the said fa-
vors being a distribution_of vacant lands, and in consi-

eration of Don Fernandode la Maza Arredondo having
manifested to me the distinguished and extlaorqur{
services which he has rendereg in various employs, whic
he exercised with liberality and usefulness to the royal
treasury, and in duty towards his King and country, as

soin the defence of the said province when it was invad-
ed in the year one thousand eight hundred and twelve,
as appears more fully by the memorial which he has
presenied to me, dated the twenty-first of March, one
thousand eight hundred and seventeen, in regard towhich

and in consequence of the authority which I exercise, i

have thought fit, b mly decree of the twenty-fourth of the

same month of March, to grant his request, whereby, as

a remuneration_of his said services, there should be

awarded him a donation of thirty thousand acres of land,

with fitles of absolute property, which have been desig-
nated in three different &)laces and one of them consist-
ing of fourteen thousand five hundred acres, is situated
to the west of the river St. John’s, commencing its mea-
surement to the north by the old path of the Chocochati
Indians, whose dimensions and boundaries are known in
the following manner: The first line runs south seventy-
five degrees to_the west, measuring one hundred and
seventy-six chains; the second line runs north twenty-
five degrees to the west, measuring five hundred and
twenty chains i;:er‘allel to the river St. Johns, until it
meets the road from the town of Okelawaca, which road
from thence to the river forms the last line, ‘and finishes
on the same [Fath of the Indians, as more fully appears by
the plan made out by Mr. Andrew Burgevin, surveyor,
dated the fifth of the present month, in pursuance of my
decree of the eighth of June of the %resept year, au-
thorizing him for that purpose, and by virtue of that
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which is granted by the aforesaid decree of concession of
the twenty-fourth of March, one thousand eight hundred
and seventeen; all which united proceeding remains in
the archive of the present notary: Therefore, and in
reference to the said worthy services, in compliance with
the will of our sovereign, and of what is imposed by the
laws for rewarding with distinction such as may be wor-
thy, and in consideration of the said services, and of the
persons who rendered them, I have determined to grant,
and, in the name of his Majesty, and of the royal justice
which I administer, do grant fo the aforesaid Don Fer-
nando de la Maza Arredondo the aforesaid fourteen
thousand five hundred acres of land in the place desig-
nated, without prejudice to a third person, for himself,
his heirs, and successors, in absolute property, and make
out to him, as by these presents I do, the suitable title
thereto, wfxereby I separate it from the royal exchequer,
all rxfht and dominion which it held to the said land,
and do yield and transfer to the aforesaid Don Fernando
de la Maza Arredondo, his heirs and successors, that, by
virtue thereof, he may possess it as his own, use and
enjoy the same, without any rent, with all its miets, out-
lets, uses, customs, rights, and_appurtenances, which it
has ’helﬁ and holds, and of acquisition or in right thereto
belonging, and may touch, and of his own free will, sell,
cede, transfer, and alienate, as they may best think fit:
to all which I gzive my judicial authority as far as I can
do, and of right ought, by virtue of what is set forth, and
of the will of the sovereign, ] '

Given under my hand, and countersigned by the un-
derwritten notary of the Government and royal exche-
quer in this said city of St. Augustine, in Florida, the
ninth of August, one thousand eight hundred and nine-
teen, k JOSEPH COPPINGER.

By order of his Excellency:

Juan pE ENTRALGO,
Notary of Government and Royal Finance.

Conformable to the original remaining in the archives
under my charge, to which I refer, and at the request of
the party, do sign and subscribe this present copy on three
sheets of common paper, stamps not being used. St.
Augustine, in Florida, ninth day of August, one thou-
sand eight hundred and nineteen.

JUAN DE ENTRALGO,
Notary to the Government and Royal Finance.

Conformable to the originals remaining in the registry
under my charge, to which I refer, and at the request of
the party, I give these presents, at the ever faithful city
of Havana, the ninth of August, one thousand eight hun-
dred and twenty. Correction—* Los concessiones tes-
tado is corrects “ acordado® to be left out,

L. 8.] CAYETANO PONTON. 7

[r.s.1 College of Notarial Secriveness of the Huvana,

We, the subscribers, do certify that Don Cayetano
Ponton, by whom this preceding copy appears attested,
is also a_public, faithful, legal, and confidential person
and to hisacts there is and ought fo be given all faith and
credit in law and equity. In witness whereof, we seal
this with our national collegiate seal, in this ever faithful
city of the Havana, on the dfi{ of the above date.

PHS. ALV,

. Rubric.)

JOSE NUNQ DE CUETO, (Rubric.)

MANUEL DE AYALA, * (Rubric.)

Faithfully translated from the originals in the Spanish

language. ~Certified at St. Augustine, East Florida, this

fifth day of June, one thousand eight hundred and twen-

g-two,. and the forty-sixth year of the independence of
e United States of America.

CHARLES VIGNOLES,
Public Translator.

. I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct transla-
tion from a document in the Spanish langugge.
F.J.FATIO, SCB. L. C.

To the GovErNor:

Don Fernando de la Maza Arredondo, inhabitant of St.
Augustine, and actually residing in the city of the Ha-
vana, through his son, of the same name, residing in
this place, o your excellency, respectfully showeth :,

.. That he has the honor of having served his Majesty in
different employments and destinations, and particularly
in the department of commissary of the Indians, without
any salary, or any other emolument whatever, for more
than twenty years, having discharged the duties of that
office with the utmost exactitude, to the satisfaction of
all the governors of this place, contributing thereby to
the peace and harmony which existed with those savagess
with which commission, and that of comptroller pro tem.
of the royal military hospital of this town, which he like-

wise discharged for many years without any salary or
emolument; which meritorious services have sayed to
the royal revenue many thousands of dollars, as _is well
known to your excellency, and to the public ‘authorities
of this place. . .

Latterly, after obtaining a discharge from these differ-
ent employments, he separated himself from the service
of his Majesty to attend to the discharge of his duty to-
wards his family, he engaged himself in the fatigning ser-
vice of patrols, and aid-de-camp to the Governor, de
Estrada, in consequence of the invasion of this province
in the year 1812, and for want of officers for that service,
in which he was occupied until the year 1813; when,
having been elected by a majority of votes, with all the
necessary solemnities on the occasion, elector of the par-
ish and district of this said province, he was obliged to

o to the city of Havana, and remain there as one of the
ﬁeputies of the Provincial Junta. To discharge the said
duty, he was under the necessity, as a loyal subject, to
expend large sums, which he willingly did, in the ser-
vice of his King and country, being well persuaded that
he would be rewarded for it at a future period.

He has been informed that the royal order of his Ma-
Jesty of the 29th March, 1815, directs that a remunera-
tion of grants of land be given to all the individuals who
were armed in the defence of their country during the
insurrection which began in 1812; and, as your pefitioner
is one of them, and 15 entitled, for this reason, to said
giftss as also being one of the oldest settlers, and having
augmented his family and negroes ever since the cession
of this province to his Majesty, and one of those whom
the royal ordinances and laws recommend that they may
be attended to, both in quality of first settlers, asalso on
account of his distinguished services, that he be preferred
in the partition of lands; he therefore prays your excel-
Iency will be pleased to tg,Tant him, in absolute property,
thirty thousand acres of land, to say, fifteen thousand
acres to the southwest of the large lagoon known by the
name of Lake George, which survey may be so made
that a creek of sweet water, sitnated in that place, may
occupy the centre of the front thereof; and the remain-
ing fifteen thousand acres on the west side of the St.
John’s river, the measurement of which to commence
from the old Indian Chucichatty path, opposite the site
on which the firm of Panton and Leslie had their store
established, known by the name of the Uiper store, be-
ing at the south side “of the great Jagoon known by the
name of Lake George, and thence in Jine to run souther-
Iy until it completes the number of acres; and, as_the
actual circumstances of the Erov;nge does not permit at
present the measurement and chaining of said lands, and,
at the same time, as the survey could not take place for
want of surveyors, as Don George Clarke, named by
this Government, has other occupations which give him
no time to attend to it, he therefore hopes, from the jus-
tice of your excellency, that [you will be pleased to sus-
pend the acknowledgment of the titles of the property
whilst the memorialist does not obtain the plats of said
lands, in order that their situation and limits may be spe-
cified with exactness, for perfecting the location and si-
tuation of the same, and, in the mean time, the grant
which {our lordship may think fit to make him may serve
as a title, under your decree, in continuation; for it is
the wish of the memorialist that, when the same be
given him, that it may have all the requisites necessarys
a fagﬁr which he hopes to receive from the justice of your
excellency.

FERNANDO DE LA MAZA ARREDONDO.

St. AveusTiNg, FLORIDA, 18t March, 1817.

St. AveusTINE, March 24, 1817,

In attention to the services which this &qrty specifies,
which are manifest and notorious, and making use of the
power conferred on me by the laws, and theroyal will, I
grant in the name of his Majesty, and the royal justice
which I administer, to Don Fernando de la Maza Arre-
dondo, the senior, the 30,000 acres of land he solicits, in
ahsolute property, in the places he has designated, with-
out prejudice to a third person; of which titles of domi-
nion will be given as soon as the plats to be made by the
surveyor be presented, servix;ﬁ, in the mean time, this de-
cree, and an equivalent, in all its parts, which, with the
foregoing petition, will be filed in the archives of the no-
tary of Governmentand royal finance office, from whence
the interested will be furnished with a certified copy of
the proceedings, properly authenticated, and in due form,
in order that this concession may be duly credited, and
that he may be able to make use of said lands, and to dis-

f them as} think er,
pose o he may think proper COPPINGER.
Juan pE ExTRALGO

Before me:
Notary of the Government.



1534.]

CLAIMS IN FLORIDA.

723

1 hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct

translation from a document in the Spanish language.
F. J. FATIO, S.B.L.C.
St. AveusriNe, FLorma, June8, 1819,
Don Fernando de la Maza Arredondo, jun. inhabitant
of this city, and in the name, and as attorney for his
father, of the same name, now residing in the flavana,
to your excellency respectfully showeth:

That, under decree of the 24th March, one thousand
eight hundred and seventeen, your excellency thought
proper to grant to his said father, in absolute property,
30,000 acres of land, in the two situations marked and de-
signated in the certified copy which accompanies: And
whereas the unfortunate situation of this province have
not permitted that said lands be measured and laid off
by tﬁe surveyor general, Don George Clarke, who had
not time to attend to this survey in consequence of his
absence, having been and now actually occupied on other
service for the Government in the northern part of this
province; and as there is a favorable opportunity for
your memorialist having the said survey made by Don
‘Andres Burgevin, a person who, by special commission
of this Government, supplies the place of said Clarke,
and who has hitherto refused to travel to the above-men-
tioned place, fearing the hostile disposition of the Indians;
all of which were the causes that hindered his said father
from obfaining the titles of dominion and property which
he is entitled to, ever since the above mentioned date of
the 24th of March, 1817:

Therefore your petitioner prays your excellency be
pleased to authorize said Andres Burgevin, that he may
proceed to the survey of said lands as is specified in
satd concession, separating from the second tract 500
acres, which he wiil survey, commencing about one mile
to the south of the old Indian path of Chocochate, in or-
der that they may be made in three difterent surveys,
that is to say: one of 15,000, the other of 14,500, and one
of the said 500 acres; a favor which he hopes to obtain
from the justice of your excellency.

FERNANDO DE LA MAZA ARREDONDO, Jz.
To the Governor,
St. AveusTiNg, June 8, 1819,

Let his request be granted accordingly; Don Andres
Burgevin previously accepting, the same, and taking the
necessary oath, citing the parties to appear having lands
adjoining. COPPINGER.

Before me:  Juan pE EnTrALGO,

Escrivano to the Government.

In St. Augusting, on the same day, month, and year,
I notify the foregoing decree to Don Fernando de la Ma-
za Arredondo. I attest: ENTRALGO.

On said day I notified Don Andres Burgevin the ap-
pointment of surveyor made him, and, in consequence
thereof, said he accepted the same; promising, under
oath, according to law, to comply well and truly, and to
the best of his abilities, said commission, and signed, of
which I attest, Before me: JUAN DE ENTRALGO.

ANDRES BurGEVIN,

I certify the preceding to be a true and correct trans-
lation from a document in the Spanish language.

F.J. FATIO, 8.B. L. C.

In the ever loyal city of Havana, on the 2d of Novem-
ber, 1820, before me, the nofary, and witnesses, whose
names will appear at foot, that the commercial firm of
Hernandez and Chauviteau, inhabitants and merchants
of this city, whom I know, and give full faith and credit
appeared before me, and declared that they give their fall
power, which by right is required and necessary, to Don
Moses Elias Levy, inhabitant of this place; that, in the
name of said grantors of said power of attorney to re-
present their persons, rights, and actions, may dispose at
the highest price which at the time of sale may be offer-
ed, fitty-two thousand nine_hundred acres of land, the
property of said grantors, which they purchased in two lots
comprising, the one of 14,500, the other of 38,400 acres,
situated in the province of East Florida, under the limits
and boundaries which the surveys set forth, attached to
the documents and bill of sale which Don Fernando de la
Maza Arredondo made in this office the 3d Augustin this
present year, and by which said atforney will be guided
m giving the competent bill of sale of said 52,900 acres of
land, under the clauses, renunciations, cesstons, obliga-
tions,and requisites, which may be required for its validity
and stability; all of which they now approve and ratify,as
if they were personally present at its execution, disposing
of the receipts thereof according to instructions, and, it
necessary, requiring of Don Fernando de Ja Maza Arre-
dondo the exact fulfilment of the condition pending in
the said bill of sale made to them on the third of August
last past, without omitting the necessary judicial and

extra-judicial proceedings, or conciliatory steps, which
may be offered in the discharge of the duties which, by
this power of attorney, are conferred on said Moses
Elias Levy, being well understood that the omission of
any precise clause or circumstance which in this instru-
ment_ought to be included, may not detain him from
practising in all which may necessarily occur in all its
incidents and occurrences which they confer on him, the
said Levy, in the most ample and general form, without
any limitation whatever, with ample power to Judge, to
take oath, to suammon, protest, to take exception, to ap-
peal, to supplicate, to ask for terms, to abandon and se-
parate, or to continue the same, as may best suit him, as ~
also to substitute, to revoke substitutes, to name others,
and exonerate them in due form; for the security of
which they bind themselves, their properties, present or
future, with an inserted clause of guarantee for its punc-
tual fulfilment, upon which they renounce, from_this
time, when the occasion may offer, to realize the effects
for which this_power of attorney is given, all the laws
and privileges in their favor and defence, and that which
prohibits it. . . .

In testimony whereof, the parties have signed this in-
strument before the witnesses, Rafael Garcia, Tomas Go-
mez, Buenaventura Calvet, present, and inhabitants. -

HERNANDEZ & CHAUVITEAU.

Beforeme:  Manvern pE Avara.

Conformable to its original, on file in the office of Don
Cayetano Ponton, to which I vefer, and in consequence
of the indisposition of the said officer, and at the request
of the party, I give these presents, in the ever loyal city
of Havana, this'second day of November, 1820,

MANUEL DE AYALA.

I certify the foregoing to he a true and correct transla-

tion from a document in the Spanish language.
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C.

This indenture, made the 8th day of June, in the year
of our Lord 1821, between Francisco Hernandez, of the
city of Havana, in_the island of Cuba, merchant, and
John Jose%h.Chauwteau, of the same place, merchant,
by Moses Elias Levy, of Philadelphia, in the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania, their attprni{r duly qualified,
constituted, authorized, and appointe joy them for that
purpose, by a power of attorne¥ bearing -date on the
12th day of November, 1820, of the one part, and Abra-
ham M. Cohen, of the city of Philadelphia, merchant,
of the other part, witnesseth: that the said parties of the
first part, for, and,in consideration of, the sum of 835,875
to them in hand paid at or before the sealing and delive-
ry of these presents, the receipt whereof they do hereby
acknowledge, and themselves therewith fully satisfied,
contented, and paid, have bargained, sold, aliened, trans-
ferred, conveyed, released, and confirmed, and by these
presents do bargain, sell, aflen, transfer, convey, release,
and confirm, unto tfle_said Abraham M. Cohen, his heirs
and assigns, all that piece, parcel, or tract of land, situ-
ate, lying, and being, in the Territory of East Florida,
bounded as follows: situate on the west bank of the river
San Juan, bounded on_the north side by an old Indian
path of the Chocochati Indians, and confaining 14,500
acres of land, more or less, which said tract of Tand was
surveyed by Andres Burgevin, surveyor, appointed by a
decree of the Goyernment of Florida, a copy of a draft
of whose survey is hereunto annexed, marked A, refer-
ence being had thereunto, the boundaries, situation,
and extent of the said tract will more fully appears also,
a certain other tract of land situate, lying, and being in
the said Territory of East Florida, situate on both sides
of a creek called Alligator creek, beginning at seven
miles west of an Indian town called Alligator town, (leav-
ing the said distance of seven miles between the said In-
dian village and the now_described tract,) being about
twelve miles in length and five in breadth, that is to say,
two apd a half miles on each side of said river, contain-
ing 38,400 acres, a plan or draft of which last mentioned
tract is hereunto annexed, marked B, by which the
boundaries, situation, and extent of the said last men-
tioned tract will more fully afpear, being the tracts con-
veyed by Don Fernando de la Maza Arredondo, on be-
half of himself and Son, to the said parties of the first
part, by an_instrument of writing bearing date at Hava-
na the 3d day of August, 1820, and confirmed subse-
quently by Don Fernando, the son, together with all and
singular the woods, under-woods, waters, water-courses,
ways, houses, fences improvements, rights, members,
hereditaments, and appurtenances thereunto belonging,
or in any wise appertaining; and the reversion and rever-
sions, remainder and remainders, rents, issues, and pro-
fits thereof, and of every part and parcel thereof;
and, also, all the estate, right, title, interest, benefit,
property, claim, and demand, whatsoever, in law or
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equity, of them, the said parties of the first part, and
each “of them, of, in, and to, the same, and every part
and parcel thereof, to have and to hold the said ands,
tenements, hereditaments, and all and singular the pre-
mises hereby granted, or intended so to be, with the ap-
purtenances, unto the said Abraham M. Cohen, his heirs
and assigns, to his own proper use and behoof forevers;
and the said Francisco Hernandez and John Joseph Chau-
viteau, for themselves, their heirs, executors, and admi-
nistrators, separately and jointly, do covenant, promise,
and agree, to and with the said Abraham M. Cohen, his
executors, administrators, and assigns, that they have not
jointly done, committed, or suffered any act, matter, or
thing whatsoever, whereby the title of the said parties of
the Tirst part to the premises, as above described, has
been or can be impaired, weakened, destroyed, or en-
cumbered, and that the said parties of the first part, each,
against his own acts and deeds, and against his own heirs,
and all person or persons claiming under him, or his heirs,
all and singular the premises, unto the said Abraham M.
Cohen, his heirs and assigns, shall and will warrant, and
at all times defend, by these presents. In witness where-
of, the parties to these presents have, interchangeably,
hereunto set their hands and seals the day and year first
above written. FRANCISCO HERNAI\? DEZ,
J. JOSEPH CHAUVITEAU,
By their attorney, M. E. LEVY.
The word *“year” being firstinserted in the second line.
Sealed and delivered m the presence of
A. Browne,
J. Smion Comen.

Received, on the day of the date of the above inden-
ture, of above named Abraham M. Cohen, the sum of
$35,875, the consideration named. E.LEV

Witness: J. Smion Conen.
Unirep STATES OF AMERICA:

Be it remembered, that, on the ninth day of June, anno
Domini one thousand eight hundred and twenty-one, be-
fore me, the Hon. Bushrod Washington, one of the associ-
ate justices of the Supreme Court of the United States,
came Joseph Simon Cohen, of the city of Philadelphia, at-
torney at law, one of the subscribing witnesses to the
above written mdenture, who, being duly sworn, did de-
pose and say that he was present, and saw Moses Elias
Levy, therem named, sign, seal, and deliver the said in-
denture, as the attorney of Francisco Hernandez and John
Joseph Chauviteau, for the uses and purposes therein men-
tioned; and this deponent, together with A. A. Browne,
signed their names thereto, as witnesses thereof,

J. SIMON COHEN.

Witness my hand and seal the day and year. last afore-
said. BUSHROD WASHINGTON.

Recorded 18th January, 1822. A true copy from the
records in my office.

Attest: ~  JAMES SCOTT TINGLE, C. C.C.

'This indenture, made the 8th day of June, in the year
1821, between Abr. M. Cohen, of the city of Philadelphia,
within named, of the first part, and Moses E. Levy, of
the said city, of the other part, witnesseth, that the said
party of the first, for and in consideration of the sum of
$35,875, to him in hand paid at or before the sealingand
delivery of these presents, the recelé)t whereof is hereby
acknowledged, have bargained, sold, aliened, and con-
firmed, and by these presents do bargain, sell, alien, as-
sign, convey, release, and confirm unto the said Moses
Efias Levy, his heirs and assigns, those two several tracts
or pieces of land described and contained in the within
deed, with ail and singular the appurtenances and here-

Dr.

BMessrs, Hernandez and Chauviteau, in account with Fernando de ln Maza Arredondo.

ditaments belonging, or anywise appertaininf, and the
reversionand reversions, remainderand remainders, rents,
issues, and profits thereof, and every part thereof, and the
estate, right, title, interest, benefit, claim, and demand,
whatsoever, in law and equity, of him, the said parg of the
first part, of, in, and to the same, and every part thereof,
to have and to hold the same, and all and singular the pre-
mises hereby granted, or intended so to be, with the ap-
purtenances,unto the said Moses Elias Levy, hisheirsand
assigns, to his own proper use and behoof forever; and
the said Abraham M. Cohen, for himself, his heirs, exe-
cutors, and administrators doth covenant, promise, and
agree to and with the said Moses Elias Levy, his execu-
tors and administrators, and assigus, that he has not
done, committed, or suffered any act, matter, or thing,
whatsoever, whereby the title of the said party of the
first part, to the premises, as above described and con-
veyed, has been, or can be, weakened, impaired, de-
stroyed, or encumbered; and that he, against his heirs,
and all person or persons claiming under him or them,
all and singular the premises unto the said Moses Elias
Levy, his heirs and assigns, shall and will warrant and
atall times defend by these presents. In witness where-
of, the said Abraham M. Cohen hath hereunto set his
hand and seal the day and year first above written.
ABRAHAM MYERS COHEN.
Sealed and delivered in the presence of
A. A, Browne.
J. SmioN Conen.

Received, on the day of the date of the above inden-
ture, of the ‘above named Moses Elias Levy, the sum of
§35,875, the consideration above named.

ABRAHAM MYERS COHEN.

UNiTED STATES OF AMERICA:

Be it remembered, that, on the 9th day of June, anno
Domiuni eighteen hundred and twenty-one, before me, the
Hon. Bushrod WVashm%_ton, one of the associate justices
of the Supreme Court of the United States, came Joseph
Simon Cohen, of the city of Philadelphia attorn?" at
law, one of the subscribing witnesses to the preceding
indenture, who, being duly sworn, did depose and say
that he was present, and_saw Abraham M. Cohen, the
grantor therein named, sign, seal, and deliver the said
Indenture as his own act and deed, for the use and pur-
poses therein mentioned: and that this deponent, toge-
ther with A. A. Browne, signed their names thereto as
witnesses thereof. J. SIMON COHEN.

Witness my hand _and seal the dag and year last
aforesaid. BUSHROD WASHINGTON.

Recorded_the 18th January, 1822. A true copy from
the records in my office.

Attest: JAMES SCOTT TINGLE, C.C.C.

Don Andres Burgevin, as surveyor, appointed by a de-
cree of this Government, made the 8th of June of the
present year, in favor of the interested:

1 certify that I have measured and laid off to Don Fer-
nando de la Maza Arredondo, sen., a tract of land con-
taining fourteen thousand five hundred acres, situated
on the west bank of the river St. Johns, beginning on its
north side, by the old Indian road of Chocochati, and be-
ing conformable, in its other points, to the preceding
plat. [See plat No. 11,at the end of Doc. No. 412.]

In witness whereof, I give the present, which I'sign
in St. Augustine, Florida, the 5th August, 1819.

A ANDRES BURGEVIN.
A copy of its original, to which I refer.
ANDRES BURGEVIN.

Cr.

1820, August 3. To a tract of land consisting of thirty-
eight thousand four hundred acres in East Florida,
on the margin of the creek known by the name of
Alligator creek, belonging to my son, of the same
name, as appears by the indenture and 'bill of sale in
the office of Panton, the notar{' public, of this date,
which expresses having been sold for 20,000 dollars,
butin reality for - - - - $25,000

To 14,500 acres of land situated on the banks

By M. E. Levy’s order on said gentlemen, dated the

10th May, and paid by the said gentlemen™ - $5,000
By do. of thisday’sdate . -~ - - 5,000
By 15,000 lbs, copper leaches or boilers, which

I have receive - - -

- 15,000
By M. E. Levy’s note, payable in one and two
years after the United States of America
taking possession of said province, free of
any responsibility of said Messrs. Hernan-

of the river St. Johns, of said province, in dez and Chauviteau - - - - 10,875
the old Indian fract, or road of Chocochati,
belonging to me, for. the amount of $10,875, 835,875
although, in the said sale, appears to have
been sold but for $5,000 = - - - 10,875

35,875

Havana, 3d August, 1820. (Duplicate.)

FERNANDO DE LA MAZA ARREDONDO.

I certify the above to be a true translation of an account current in the Spanish language.

St. AvcusTINE, December 17, 1823,

F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C.
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Moses E. Levy vs. UNitep STATES.
Evidence of Thomas Murphy.

Q. How long have you been acquainted with the set-
tlement of Alachua?

A. Thavebeen on the land in 1821. I have been pre-
viously acquainted with the circumstances of the settle-
ment in_February of the same year, and was employed
by Mr. Mitchell, one of the owners, and Mr. Dexter,
agent, to keep the books relative to this settlement.

Do you know when Mr. Dexter was engaged to
promote that settlement?

A. The 1st November, 1820, as far as I recollect, he
was engaged by Mr. Mitchell to make a settlement at
é&laﬁma, but would be more certain by referring to his

ooks.

Q. Were atg other persons engaged at the same time?

A. Not in December, but in February Mr. Wanton
was engaged by Mr, Dexter, on the part of Mr. Mitchell;
and afterwards, and in March of the same year, by Mr.
Arredondo, confirmed the said nomination. .

. . How do you know of such arrangements, and Mr,
Avredondo’s agreement to it?

. I was present at Volusia when Mr. Dexter engaged
Mr. Wanton. Mr. Arredondo’ assent became acquamnt-
ed with by correspondence from himseif,

D Q.t 130 you know what powers Mr, Mitchell gave Mr.
exter!

A. T do not know whether he gave him any more pow-
ers than to effect a settlement at Alachua, with the con-
sent of the Indians,

Q. Was it to induce others fo go to the land?

A. Idonotknow,at that time; but subsequently, and
ever since, that Mr, Mitchell approved of the employ-
ment of Mr, Dexter, of myself. .

. By Mr. Hamilton. ~ How long did you stay at
Alachua, and at what time did you go there? .

A. I wentin August, 1821; staid there until the spring
of 1822, Have not been there since.

Q. Do you consider yourself a settler there?

A. Idonot. . ..

‘Were you, at the time, a Spanish subject?—Did
you make a settlement of yourself at the timep

A. I did not. .

Q. Was there a settlement there the first time you went?

A. There was.

Q. Describe it? . e

A. There were about eight buildings; one large log
house, used as a lodging house, a trading store with the
Indians, a corn house, a kitchen, and two negro cabins.
The second time there were very little alterations, ex-
cept some additional negro houses.

. 'Was Mr. Wanton a Spanish subject?

A. He was.

Q. Had he any family? .

A., He had a son the first time I was there, and in No-
vember following his —— came there as T ‘was about
leaving the settlement, .

Q. Have they remained there since?

A. Ibelieve they have.

Q. Did Mr. Wgnton %o there to make a settlement,
or trade with the Indianst

A. To make a settlement. . .

g. Did Mr. Wanton do any thing but trade with the
Indians? . .

A. He cleared and cultivated part -of a field, and in-
troduced stock there.

Had he any negroes? X

A, He had aboutseven or eight the first times I found
}ihzﬂ:l he had cleared, when I went there in August, the

eld.

Q. Was any arrangement made by the Indians to per-
mit Mr. Dexter and Mr. Wanton to make this settle-
ment? What was the nature of the arrangement?

A. As far as I know, to cultivate and establish,

Q. What was the establishment? .

A. Principally a trading establishment, and to culti-
vate the lamg. k

. 'Who were the Indians? .

. One of Xing Hijah’s sons, John Hicks, Osecke,
Latake, and others that I don’t recollect.

Q. Was Micanope or Jumper there?

A. Neither.

Q. Did Micanope or Jumper ever approve of the set-
tlement .

A. Does not recollect whether they approved of it.
Has frequently heard them speak, and never heard them
speak as regards the settlement. .

Q. Was Mr. Dexter there the first time you went?

. Yes.
Q. Did Jou see Mr. Dexter the first time you went?
A:t.l Idid. He (Mr, Dexter) never lived there perma-
nently.

Q. What did Mr, Dexter do? .

A. Thaye seen him assist Mr. Wanton in the store,
and, also in making arrangements for the reception of
Indian agent, bringing up provisions from the river St.
Johns_to the Alachua settlement.

Q. Did Mr. Dexter never build a house there?

A. Never, to my knowledge.

Q. Whereis the place of residence of Mr. Dexter?

A. At Volusia, and occasionally in town.

Q. Are you certain Mr. Dexter was employed to make
a settlement on account of the Alachua proprietors?

A. I am positive he did.

Q. Doyounot know that he went there for the purpose
of making the _seftlement, and, at the same time, had a
wrading house? 'Was the said store for himself, or the
Alachua concern?

A. I conceive it was on account of the Alachua con-
cern.

Saturoay, DrcEMBER 20, 1823,

Mr, Murphy re-examined by Mr Hamilton.

Q. Have you ever understood that Mr. Dexter had an
Iadian title to this land?

A. I have. )

Q. Have you seen it? L.

A. Thave not, I have seena copy of a relinquishment
of the Indians of said lands in favor of Dexter, as agent
of Arredondo and Son. . )

Q. Who do you understand were the witnesses to said
contract? . .

A. Edward Wanton, William M. Gibson, and Wm.
‘Wanton. .

. %u Do you know whether these persons are interested
in this

P

A, 1\%. ‘Wanton is interested in the grant.

Q. Was there any difficulty in making this settlement?

A. It was considered dangerous at that time. _

Q. After obtaining permission from the Indians, do
you imagine it was dangerous?

A. I magine not.

Q. Did you understand why the settlement was not
commenced before?

. No.

Q. Was either of the Arredondos residents of this
Territory at the time of the settlement?

A. Fernando Arredondo, jun.

Q. Were any Spanish families introduced antecedent
to 1822, into this Territory, for this settlement?

A. Idonotknow. Ineverunderstood thatthere were.

% Are the Arredondos men of large property?

. I do not know.
Q. Did you understand that the Arredondos owned
large ts, other than this

A. Merely from general rumor,

Q. Did ﬁgu understand that those grants were ante-
cedent to this grant?

A. Know nothing of if.

Q. Do you understand that Mr. Dexter makes an ad-
verse claim to this grant?

. L have. .

Q. When did you come to this province?

A. In May or June, 1318.

Q. Were any attempts made to settle the Alachua at
that time?

A. None that I know of.

Q. Did you never hear of the Alachua grant before you
were engaged to settle it?

A. No, never.

Q. Did you ever understand from Messrs. Dexter,
Mitchell, and others, that it was necessary to commence
the settlement in order to save the grant?

. No, I did not. .

Q. Was there not a great deal of anxiety expressed
on the occasion?

A. Mr. Mitchell wrote to Mr. Dexter on the occasion.

Q. When did the settlement commence?

A. In April, 1821,

Q. ByMr. Lancaster. Might there not, as far as you
knovg, have been improvements at Alachua previous to
1821

A. There might. R

Q. Doyouknowwhether Mr. Dexter was a Spanishsub-
ject at the time he was employed to make this settlement?

A. He was,

Q. Do you know whether Mr. Dexter was to settle on
the land by agreement with the proprietors?

A. Idonot.

Testimony of Hipolite C'%afeaun%vif.
% ll?y claimant. Areyou established at Alachua?
. Tam,

Q. How long have you been established?

A. One year.

Q. From whence came you?
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A. From France. . Testimony of John Cavedo.
Q. From what part of the United States? Q. By attorney of claimant. 'When were you last in
A. From Delaware county, State of New York. Havana?
Q. By whom were you engaged to come to thiscountry?  A. About the month of February or March, 1823.

>

. By Mr. Levy, now present.
. How long are you from France?
. Six years. .
. 'Were you in this country all that time?
A. No, in the United States. .
Q. Did any other persons come with you from New
York to Alachua. .

A. Yes, twenty-seven or twenty-eight.

Q. For what purpose did you come to Alachua?

A. To cultivate the olive, vine, and other productions
of the south of France.

Q. Who paid your expenses? :

A. Mr. Levy paid my expenses from the north, as well
as the persons who came with me.

Q. Do you know what were the expenses of yourself
and other persons from New York to Alachua?

A. I donot; but imagine them to be very great.

Q. Were not you and the other settlers engaged as
permanent settlers?

A. We were,

Q. How have you all been supported at Alachua?

A. By provisions prineipally furnished by Mr. Levy.

Q. szis not the maintenance of the settlement been
very expensived .

A. Yes, very expensive. i

Q. For what purpose do you leave the Territory?

A. For the purlpose of bringing my family and two
other French families. .

Q. How many houses are there built at Alachua?

A. There are ahout twenty finished, and about as
many not. .

Q. How many persons are there_at the establishment?

A. About fifty odd, white and black.

. How many negroes are there?
. Seventeen or eighteen.

Q. Do you know that there are a great number of
familes in Europe engaged to come to Alachua?

A. I have understood it from Mr. Levy and a Mr.

‘Warburg, |

Q. Where is Mr. ‘Warburg from?

A. From Hamburg.

Q. When did Mr. Warburg arrive at the settlement?

A. At the same time I did. ]
. Q. Are the settlers now at Alachua engaged in clear-
ing and making new settlements?

A. Yes, cerfainly. .

Q. About what quantity of land is there cleared? -

A. About seven or eight hundred acres.

Q. How many acres of land has there been cultivated
this year? .

A. I cannot say, but believe about two hundred.

Q. How many acres have the settlers cleared?

A. Mr. Levy has about one hundred and twenty.

OPL

Monpay, DecEMBER 22, 1823,
. Testimony of Mr. Alvarez. X

Q. By claimant’s attorney. Do you know the signa-
ture, now before you, of Juan Nepomuceno de Arrocha?

A. Tam acquainted, as clerk, with the signature of
Arochas and, to the best of my knowledge, believe it to
be the same. ) )

(%. Were all the acts sent by him to this office sent
enclosed with acts of the intendant, or were they some-
times sent without them? .

A. They were generally sent enclosed in official let-
ters of the intendant, and at others without.

Q. When they were sent without letters of the inten-
dant were they regarded as evidence? Was it customary
to receive a certificate without a seal of office?

A. Yes; the secretary has no seal of office.
fﬁQ. PBY Mr. Hamilton. Has the intendant any seal of
office

A. 1 am not certain whether it was a public or private

Has the intendant a seal he affixes to public papers?
He does.
]l%oes he affix it to royal orders?

0.
To what does he affix the seal of office?

A. To patents, grantss and the secretary has no right
to §iace the seal of the intendant to any document.

seal.
X
Q.
A.
Q.

. 'Whose duty was it to promulgate the royal orders
to the ,ﬁ)lvernor of Florida?
A. The secretag issued the royal orders, and the in-
tendant enclosed them to the governurs.
Mr. Alvarez states that, if the secretary had have af-
fixed intendant’s seal to any certificate of his own, it
would have been rejected.

. Q. Do you know the signature of the secretary of the
intendancy? .

A. Yes, I haye seen the signature, both in the Havana
and St. Augustine; have seen his signature in the notary
public’s office and custom-house.

Q.Did you know Arrocha as secretary of the intendan-

cy?
A. Idid. .
Q. Have you seen him at his office?

. Thave. I never spoke to him, and have seen him
at his table writing. I have never seen any document
bearing his signature in his office.

Q. Was it not a matter of public notoriety that he was
the secretary of the intendancy at Havana?

A. Yes.
Q. Was the intendant in the office at the same time

. you were there?

A. Nos he had a separate office.

Q. Did you undertand that the secrefary acted of his
own will, or under the direction of the intendant?

A. I never understood that he had powers separate
from those of the intendant. .

% "Those papers you have seen in the castom-house
with Arrocha’s signature, were they sent there by him,
or the intendant? .

A. In letters of the intendant.

Mr. Gomez’s testimony.

Q. Is that the signature of Mr. Arrocha?

A. Ttis, to the best of my knowledge.

‘WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24, 1823,

George J. F. Clarke, bein?r introduced and sworn, was

examined by claimant’s counsel.

Q. What was the state of the Seminole nation, in the
neighborhood of Alachua, in the years 1818, 1819, 18203
whether disturbed or not? and it so, the causes of dis-
e eral Jackson? brok 3

. General Jackson’s army broke up at Micasook
town, on the borders of Florida, in Ma ?18185 the anng
then progressed east of the town of Suwanee, lying
northwest of the centre of Alachua about thirty miles,
which they broke up. The Indians, in consequence of
which, were dispersed in small parties, and were scat-
tered over East Floridaas far as Indian river and the sea-~
board. With these circumstances I became acquainted
from report. I am unacquainted with them myself, I
am not certain with regard to the distance from "Alachua
to the Suwanee, ‘The Indians were dispersed in small
marauding parties, and it was considered dangerous to
%0 among them. This was the state of affairs, more or

ess, until the late transfer of this country to the Ameri-~
can Government.

. Did the unsettled state of affairs in Spain, in 1818,
1819, 1820, cause any degree of stagnation in the busi-
ness generally in this Territory?

. A. Floridahas been upon the decline from the revolu-
tion in France, and at this period was at a very low ebbs
so low, indeed, that it scarcely could have been worse.

Q. Was not the Government of this Territory jeopar-
dized or enfeebled by the unsettled state of Spain?

. A. 'The Government was almost destitute at that pe-
riod of funds and military, and unable to protect those
who were at a distance from the town.

. Were not the enterprise and exertions of the in-
habitants of this Territory, at that time, verymuch cramp-
ed and paralyzed in consequence of these causes?

. A. Theeflorts of the inhabitants were much enervated,
in consequence of their political insecurity.

Q. Whether, from these causes, emigration from all
quarters, and particularly from Spain, was not checked?

A. It'was; and I believe from these causes. As for
emxg{]at_lon from Europe, we seldom had much; but from
the, mtt:d States, from which we generally received
emigrants.

Q. Was it not more difficult to get emigrants from
Europe under such a state of affairs, than if no disturb-
ance or difficulties had existed?

. It was.

Cross-examined.

Q. Do you think that this state of affairs would pre-
vent emigration from Cuba to this couniry even under
the protection of some wealthy or powerful personage?

. I really cannot say. . .

Q. Were the inhabitants of this Territory in the habit
of travelling into the interior?

. A. Tt was not customary; there was but little travel-

ing.
Q. Why not?
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A. Because, in the first place, they had no business to
call them them there, and there was danger, besides, ap-
prehended.

. Q. Was there any apprehension of the Indians by the
inhabitants?

A. There was, .

Q. Were the inhabitants averse to making settlements
upon the outskirts of the present settlements’—I do not
mean insulated location among the Indians.

A. Yes. They were averse to being on the frontier,
although there were some hardy few who formed a fron-
’g:zr, tﬁuugh none wished or was willing to go beyond

em,

Q. What are the Spanish inhabitants in the Territory,
emigrants of old Spain?

A. I do not know.

Q. Do you know whether they are few or many?

A. I do not know.

Q. Do you know whether there are 20 or 100 more or
less, either one or the other?

. Lreally do not know;_I never made any inquiry.

Q. Have you ever resided in the ci;y?

A. I 'have had occasion to be here frequently, but ne-
ver for a long period at once since the year 1808,

. Have you not made it your study to gain an infi-
mate acquaintance with the population and general re-
sources of Florida?

A, I have, sir, until the change of Governments.

. Q. Are you not the author of Mmany pieces appearing
in eIFlonda. Herald, signed A Native Floridian?

. Tam,

. Have you not published some pieces upon the sub-
Ject of the Indians? P P P

yAﬁ; Some of my pieces have been published, but not

e,
. Q. Have you known any emigration of Spanish sub-
Jects, not Minorcans, unconnected with Government?

A, Yes; from Cuba, who came upon a bounty paid by
the Spanish Government.

Q. Did J’ou know any of them?

A. Idid; do not recollect the names at present; came
here about 18003 their descendants have left this place,

.Q. Do you recollect of any emigration from Ol:f Spain
dlrecti or from Europe, Spanish subjects?

A. I donot,

. Q. Do you know whether it has been the subject of so-
licitude of the Spanish Government to increase the popu-
lation of Cuba, Puerto Rico, and the Floridas?

A. It was, T have seen a proclamation in one of the
publications of the United States, which was intended
to induce persons to emigrate and settle in Cuba—did
not obfain my knowledge of Puerto Rico from the same
source,

Q. Was the Spanish Government jealous of the emi-
gration of the citizens of the United States?

A. It was. Atone time,about1792, the Territory was
open to all; afterwards a proclamation, about 1804 or 5,
Jétaltubxtmg the emigration only of citizens of the United

S

Q. Was this order of prohibition enforced?
. A. Tt was, until the cession, although there were occa-

sional exceptions.
. Q. Did not the revolution in 1817, under McGregor,
increase the jealousy?

A, It did not.

Q. The incursion under McGregor was principally
conducted by Americas, and principally conducted by
them—was it not?

. Yes.

Q. What was the conduct of the Spanish population at
that time?

A. Generally in favor of the Government.

Q. Was the revolution in 1812 principally supported
by the American population of this Territory, aided by
the American army?

A. Tt was,

Q. Do you know of any American citizen who aided
McGregor in his revolution?

A. I'recollect but one only.

Q. In consequence of the revolution of 1812, were not
bounties of lands given by orders of the King to such
persons as remained fa;ltﬁﬁll in their allegiance, and
served Ythe Government in some military capacity?

es.

Gabriel William Perpadll, on part of the claimant.

. Question by Mr, Lancaster. 'Will you state the situa-
tion of the Seminole Indians in the neighborhood of Ala-
chua in 1818, 1819, 18207

A. They were in a very disturbed and turbulent state,
The Indian settlements having been broken up, and
their towns destroyed by Jackson’s army, they dispersed

themselves over the country as far south as Indian river,
and between that and Tampa, and on the coast.

Q. Were they considered as stationary?

A. Nos they were roving about. )

Q. Was it not considered as_dangerous, at that time,
to go out to Alachua, for fear of meeting some of those
roving parties of Indians?

A. It was; it was always necessary for the surveyors
to take with them, asa sa.feiuard, a negro to whom the
Indians were known, and who was known by them.

Q. By Col. Hamilton, 'What do you suppose is the
number of the Spanish inhabitants, settlers, from Spain?

A. Iknow of but three from Spain. i .

Q. Do _you know of any settlers, Spanish subjects,
frgr&n %am, since the year 18007

o

Q. Have the Spanish Government been jealous of the
population from the United States latterly?

A. They were, I believe.

Q. What induces you to suppose so?

A. The Government could neither grants them lands,
nor even allow them to take the oath of allegiance.

Q. What was the cause of this restriction?

A. The revolution of 1812 was one of the causes.

Qt; Did the Government of this country entertain any
doubts of its political securify in 1812 or 18172

A. 1 do not know. . .

Q. Did the inhabitants of this country, in the year
1817, 1818, 1819, from the insecure and unsettled state
of the Govermmnent? .

A, They did feel themselves insecure by reason of
thgl 1i_ncursxons of these disturbers of the public tran-

uillity.,
1 Q. t'{Vere the inhabitants of the country friendly to
the Spanish Government in 1817, 1818, 1819
A.. Some were, and some were not.

Mr. Francis P. Senchez examined by Mr. Lancaster,
in beldlf of claimant,

Q. Were you employed by Messrs. Mitchell and Ar-
redondo for the purpose of furnishing supplies for the
Alachua settlement?

A. I was employed in the lastof 1820 or 21, by
Messrs. Mitchell and Arredondo, to procure supplies
for the Alachua settlement: I was busied, from the time
of my engagement with Messrs, Mitchell and Arredon-
do, in furnishing supplies till the last of 1822, to the
amount of four or five thousand dollars, .

Q. What were the supplies which you furnished?

Ad. They were principally provisions; some few dry
goods. .
Q. Did you understand whether the supplies were for
g‘laedpglrpose of making a settlement or entering into

e

A. Yunderstood that they were intended for a set-
tlement. .

Q. Are you aware of any other expenses incurred b
the company than those in which gou were concerned,
and was the amount large or small?

A. (iis large or larger than those in which I was con-
cerned,

Q. Were these expenses incurred during the time in
which they were contracting their expenses with you?

A. They were.

Q. Who incurred them? .

A. Messrs. Arredondo and Mitchell.

Q. Do you know, of g’our own proper knowledge, that
this settlement was made by Mr. Levy? R

A. I know it only from my correspondence with Mr.
Levy’s agent. I had written to Mr. Wanton, Mr.

evy’s agent, giving him directions concerning the eree-~
tion of buildings, &c.: from Mr. Levy and from the
agent I received letters, saying that the works and im-
provements had been attended to, and were progressing
as fast as possible.

Q. How long were you employed by Mr. Levy to
furnish him with supplies for his settlement? = |

A. From March or April, 1822, until sometime in the
beginning of 1823. .

E),. What was about the amount of the supplies fur-
nished for Mr. Levy?

A. About fifteen or sixteen hundred dollars.

Q. Do you know of any other expenses incurred by
Mr. Levy for this settlement? .

. I do: he has paid in my presence moneys to different
persons for the settlement, besides not less than fourteen
negroes, which I received from Mr. Levy for the settle-
ment at Alachua. .

Q. Can you form any estimate of what amount Mr.
Levy expended upon the settlement?

A. I suppose he has expended from three to five thou-
sand dollars, exclusive of his account with me, and the
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cost of the above fourteen negroes, besides stock sent
there by Mr. Levy.

Anthony Rutant examined on pert of claimant, by claim-
ant’s attorney.
Q. Did you go to Alachua Jast year to take charge of
Iginx;. gbevy’s agricultural establishment there, and at what
e

A. I did, on the 18th July, 1822,

. 'Was it your intention to establish yourself perma-
nently there? .

A. Yes, in concert with Mr. Levy. .

Q. Beso good as to state whether, and if any, what
articles you took there, and the amount?

A. As near as I can tell about 799 dollars in value, of
which 200 dollars was in dry goods, six horses, and other
articles of agriculture, made up the amount of about 799
dollars, as per invoice, more or less.

Q. Will you state what was the state of the settlement
when you arrived there?

A. There were about twenty-five acres cleared and
planted in corn.

Q. How many negroes did you find there? .

A. But one. ~Mr. Wanton, the agent, used occasion-
ally to hire Indian negroes. There were two white per-
sons employed there. .

. By Col. Hamilton. How long did you remain there?

A. Between two and three months.

Q. Are you a settler there now?

A. Iam not.

Q. Have you been there since?

A.. T have been there occasionally, but not as a settler.

Dr. William Simmons sworn, and examined by claim-
ant’s attorney.

Q. Will you be so good as to state ige:nerall;,’ what you
now concerning the settlement at Alachua?

A. I think it was in February, 1822, I was there; there
was then five, or_six, or seven houses. Mr. Wanton was
there, and established there, and I understood had been
there upwards of a year. There were five or six negroes
about the establishment. I remained there about a fort-
night on my visit to tha{it{)lace. 1 observed, during my
stay, several head of cattle belonging to the establish-
ment. I was there again in the course of the last month;
there were three additional houses; there was also an ad-
ditional white family, a Mr. Brush, with whom was re-
siding three white men, who, I understood, had come
out as seftlers. I was also at Mr. Levy’s settlement,
Pilgrimage, about three miles off. I do not recollect the
number of persons there, but I should judge that there
were thirty, about eight or nine of whom were whites,
T observed five or six horses and three team of oxen,
which were employed on_the settlement: I did net see
the rest of the stock. There was a range of tenements
which would accommodate nearly all the persons there;
besides which, I observed a corn-house, stable, and an
out-house, which served, I believe, as a negro house, be-
sides a_blacksmith’s shop. There was a good crop of
corn raised this year; quite sufficient, I should think, for
the support of the whole establishment for a year.

Q. You travelled upon a road from Alachua to St.
Ji ohn’ps river, which road was made by the Alachua Com-
pany:_ .

A. Idid. Theroad musthave been wadeat a conside-
rable expense, as it extends for about fifty miles; the road
being sufficiently wide for a carriage, and having on it
nine bridges, .

Q. From the information which you have been able to
obtain, can you say what number of people there are set-
tled at Alachua?

A. Upon the three settlements, Mr. Wanton, Colonel
Haines, and Mr, Levy’s, there were about fifty a)la{ersons.

Q. Did there appear to be any preparations making for
any other settlement?
. A. There were two other settlements under way, hav-
ing commenced clearing and cutting for the purpose of
building: there was more than one family at each settle-
ment, The largest 1\gm ortion of settlers are at Mr.
Levy’s, the next at Mr. Wanton’s. .

y Colonel Hamilton. 'What was your intention
or motive for visiting that part of the country?

A. Merely from motives of curiosity, and having a
desire to see the country. . )

Q. Had Mr. Wanton his family there in 18227

A. He had.

Q. Were there any families besides the one you have
mentioned? .

A.. There were two negro families besides.

Q. What was Mr, Wanton’s occupation?

A, He had the directions of the planting, and other

concerns, and had a store for the purpose of {rading with

e Indians. .

Q. PWere there any other persons besides the negroes

ere K

A, The proprietors were expected, and had arrived,
b}xt x{lherely to look after their concerns. X saw Mr. Mur-

hy there.

P 6 Do you think that Mr. Wanton was in Alachua for
any other purpose than that of trading with the Indians?

A, T understood that Mr. Wanton was there rather
for the purpose of becoming a settler under the condi-
tions of the grant.

Q. Did you understand that Mr. Murphy was there
for the same purpose?

A. No. I understood that he was employed by the
concern as corresponding clerk. He was not establish-
ed there, but by engagement he was to meet the proprie-
tors at that time. At my first visit, there was no other
person established there {ut Mr. Wanton and some ne-
groes.

Testimony of James Rz'tz, examined by claimant’s at-
orney.

Q. Were you not sometimeg ago, engaged to forward a
settiement on the Alachua? .

A. I was engaged by Mr. Peter Mitchell, of Savan-
nah, in November, in 1820, to assist in promoting the
settlement at Alachua, under the direction of Messrs.
Arredondo and William T, Hall,

Q. When did you arrive there?

A. T arrived on the 5th of December, of the same

ear, at Picolata, and on the next day at St. Augustine;
fbrought a small schooner boat of about five tons bur-
den, laden with goods, for settlement; said goods ship-
ped by Mr. Mitchell, and landed at Picolata under
charge of Mr. Wanton, who was requested to take charge
of them by Mr. Mitchell.

Q. Do youknow the value of the goods® =~ |

A. Ido not, but believe I have a copy of an invoice or
a bill of lading at home. I have heard it said that the
value of the goods might be about two thousand dollars.
1 know that some of the articles were sent to Alachua.
I was engaged by Mr, Mitchell to assist in any way
pointed out by Messrs, Arredondo and Hall. In Japu-
ary, I became a Spanish subject. There was nothing
actually done until the month of April, 1821; after whic
time, until the 17th July, I was engaged in forwarding
supplies, consisting of corn, &c., from this place to But-
falo bluff, and from thence to Alachua. I discontinued
services on account of sickness.

Cross-examined by the district attorney. .
_Q. Were the goods sent to Alachua notintended prin-
cipally for the Indian trade? A |
A. They were not; the principal part corn, strouds,
&c., a greater part of which was required for. the persons
employed at the settlement. Should application be made
to Mr. Sanchez, he could give correct information upon
the subject. . .
Q. Did you never hear the proprietors declare an in-
tention of ‘entering into trade with the Indians?

. No.

. When you were first employed by the company,
di(? they not Ztate that they wereanxious to have the set-
tlement made as soon as Hossible, that the conditions of
the grant might be fulfilled?

A. No; I understood that the settlement was made.

Examined by Col. Hamilton. .

Q. Di;l not Mr. Rattenbury engage you to come to this
country?

A.. He induced me to come, by giving me, in conjunc-
tion with nine others, five hundretf acres of land.

% }Vas Mr. Rattenbury’s grant a conditional one?

. Yes.

. Were you not engaged by Mr. Rattenbury to come
to this country for the purpose of settling the land?

A. The conditions were, merely, that I should come
to St. Augustine. I was induced to come to this coun-
try, and would have settled upon the lands of Mr. Rat-
tenbury, could I have done so, but was preyented br the
Indians, in consequence of which we purchased a lot of
land on Picolata. . ] .

Q. Did your companions settle with you on Picolata?

A. They did; there were six of us,

Q. Have you ever told any one that Mr. Rattenbury
deceived you? .

A. I think he did deceive me: he told me that there
were no instances of fever here, but my mother and fa-
ther both died of it. . L

Q. You came on from Savannah in continuation of
your original scheme from Liverpool?
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A. Yess I came on in Mr. Mitchell’s boat, and paid
Mr. Mitchell ten dollars for my passage. I understood
that Mr. Alexander, Mr. Rattenburg’s partner, or agent,
had died a few months before in St. Augustine, which
materially affected my affairs. - N

Q. Did you enterinto any engagement with Mr. Mitch-
ellin Szg_'ﬁnnah?

. Idid.

Q. What was the nature of that engagement? .

. A. ThatI should come on to St. Augustine, and assist
in the settlement of Alachua.

. Did you consider yourself, from the time you left
Savannah, a3 under the direction of Mr. Mitchell?

A. Yes; I was directed to apply to Messrs. Arredon-
do and William T, Hall,

Q. Did either of the Alachua concern repay you the
money for your passage?

. No.

2. &\{ere you ever on the Alachua tract?
. No.

Q. Were you ever requested to go there?

es,
. To go as a settler?

>Op

O

es.
. By whom was this request made?

A. By Mr. Wanton, who wrote to me while at Buffalo
bluff; but I was prevented from going, from the nature
of my engagements. .

] Did either of your companions take part in the es-
tab m!%lent at Alachua?
. No.

Q. Were either of your com;;algions included in your

engagements with Mr, Mitchell, in‘Savannah?

. No.
. Q. Do you not consider Mr. Rattenbury as bound, in
Justice, to repay the amount of your expenses?

- I donot consider him bound, by our engagements,
to pay them: for, should I obtain the lands, I shall con-
sider him exonerated, but, should T not, I shall consider
him in honor bound to refund me the amount.

Examined by Judge Blair.

Q. Were you engaged by Mr. Mitchell, in Savannah,
to come to this country for the gurpose of facilitating the
&%le?ent of the Alachua tract

. I was,

LEzamined by Mr. Drysdale, for claimant.
. You understood that, upon your arrival here, Mr.
Hall was sick? .
. 1did; he was sick of the fever and ague. .
. Did you not have occasion to pay the Indians in
yoir Intercourse with them?

Ql D;d y'ou pay them in money, or in corn, or other
cles

A, The payments were principally made in money;
stsl_miletunes they were paid 1 corn, and other small ar-

cles,

Q. Were your engagements with Mr. Rattenbu
as to prevent your engaging in other employments

A. No, they were not,

Testimony of Andrew Burgeving examined by Mr.
. Hamilton.

Q. Did you ever survey a tract of land for Mr. Arre-
dondo, on'the St. Johns?

A, 1 survelyed several; one of fifteen or sixteen thou-
sand acres; 1 am not certain as to the number of acres.
I measured the front alone with the chain. The survey
was not made according to the Government order, as Mr.
Hamilton states it, one-third front and two-thirds back.

. M. Coz for cluimant. ) .
Q. Witness never was directed to survey the land in
any particular manner?

. I never heard that it was required that the land
should be surveyed in any particular manner, except in
case of Musquitos, by Governor White. i, myself,
never had any orders for a particular mode of survey. 1
never saw any directions of survey. My surveys have
been always considered as correct by the Government,
and titles given on them.

such

. Q. By Colonel Hamilton. What proportion does the
line upon the river bear to the back, or any receding from
the line upon the river?

A. Not quite two to one.
Lestimony of Georged. F. Clarke.
Q. Have you any written explanation of your orders
of surveﬁ
A. Ihave; and will present a fair copy on Monday.

92

Frederick S. Warburg’s testimony.

Q. Do you know for what purpose Mr. Levy purchas-
ed this tract? .

A. I do. From a correspondence held by me with
Mr. Levy, since 1816, it was purchased for the purpose
of settling it with certain famifies.

Do you know whether Mr. Levy made any ar-
rangements with those families to come to FloridaP

A. T know that Mr. Levy did make such arrange-
ments with some of them. .

Q. Will you state at what time Mr. Levy first left
his_home for the purpose of purchasing or procuring
lands for the families you speak of?

A. He left St. Thomas in 1816, to purchase lands for
this purpose.  The lands were to be purchased in some
part of the United States. .

Q. At what time did Mr. Levy procure the land?

A. T think it was in 1820. I procured this informa-
tion from Mr. Delavente, in London, a correspondent
of Mr. Levy, who had received letters from Mr, Levy;
which letters I saw.

TEeRRITORY OF FLORWDA, district of East Florida:
Moses E. Levy vs. the ng‘ted States. Deposition of

erburg.

The examination of Frederick g..Warburg, on the part
of the plaintiff, taken before Elias B. Gould, a_justice
of the peace for the county of St. Johns, in said Terri-
tory, to be read in evidence before the honorable the
Land Commissioners to adjudicate on the claims and
titles to lands in said district of East Florida.
Frederick S. Warburg, being sworn, says:_In the fall

of the year 1816, deponent saw said Mr. Levy in London:

that Mr. Levy informed deponent that it was his inten-

tion to settle a number of families in America. In 1820,

Mr. Levy informed deponent, through Mr. Delavente

that the families could now come out, as he had purchase_(i

landsin Florida; that Mr. Levy again sent to deponent, in
1821,and engaged him to come outto this country. When
deponent came out, he stayed for some time at the north
to wait the arrival of several families who were also to
come for the purpose of forming a_part of the contem-
plated settlement: thaf, on the arrival of said families,
deponent came with them to Florida, (say twenty-two
persons, including colored peoples) that the families who
were principally relied on for the said settlement in Ala-
chuastill remained in Europe, with the exception of some
who are now in the United States waiting for an oppor-
tunity to come. Deponent further states, that the num-
ber of persons now waiting in the United States and in

Europe, who are expectecf to arrive at the settlement in

Alachua to form a part of it, is from forty to fifty, and

that engagements with them are of long standing: that,

from 1821 to this period, deponent has been confinually
engaged in procuring settlers upon the lands of the said

Levy in the Alachua, and is still in correspondence with

individuals in Europe for that purpose: that deponent,

from the knowledge he has of the original plan of M.

Levy, further states that said settlement was to consist

of about sixty families; that there are about five heads

of families on Mr. Levy’s settlement at the present time,
and twenty-three souls, including fifteen slaves.

Upon the inquiry of the United States’ attorney, de-
ponent states that the reasons why the families have not
arrived here before this are, the inconveniences of ac-
commodation, for want of proper buildings and other
necessaries to render them comforfable, Deponent says
that he has been acquainted with Mr. Levy since 18163
that he does not knosv whether he is a Spanish subject.

Being further interméated by the plaintiff’s counsel,
deponent says that Mr. Levy has expended about eleven
thousand dollars.

F. S. WARBURG.

Affirmed before me this 7th day of January, 1824.
E. B. GOULD, J. 2.

On application of F. S. Warburg to correct an error
in the deposition taken before E. B. Gould, esq., the said
"Warburg, being first duly sworn, says that the twenty-
two persons alluded to in the said deposition were partly
on account of Moses E. Levy, and partly on account of
the Alachua propriefors in generals that the colored peo-
ple joined deponent in the river St. Johns.

F. 8. WARBURG.

Sworn and subscribed before me:
W. FLOYD.

Francis J. Fatio, esg., sworn—And swears to thehand
writing of Fernando de la Maza Arredondo, in an ac-
count current in the Spanish language.
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PLAT No. VIII .
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COMMISSIONERS IN FLORIDA. vas

18th Concress.

No. 4138.

1st SEssION.

COMMISSIONERS OF LAND TITLES IN EAST FLORIDA.

COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MAY 26, 1824,

Mr. Warrpre made the following report:

The Committee on the Public Lands, to whom was re-
ferred the message of the President of the United
States, with the report of Alexander Hamilton, one of
the commissioners for ascertaining claims and titles to
lands in Florida, have had the same under considera-
tion, and report—

That the Boards of Commissioners in Florida have
been constituted in the mode usually adopted by the Go-
vernment in similar cases, where the claims of individu-
als were to be examined. )

In all legislation much must necessarily be left to con-
struction, and the sound discretion of those charged with
the administration of the laws, Had the mode of de-
ciding claims and titles to lands in Florida been new,
and the expediency or propriety of the system re-
qqu'ed to be tested by experiment, your committee
might have been disposed to examine with more rigid
scrutiny the laws to ascertain if some_defect might
not be discovered in them demanding the legislative in-
terference of Congress, and_ whether some other tribu-
nal might not be constituted better adapted to the deci-
sion of these claims than the present Board of Commis-
sioners,

But knowing that similar tribunals have decided on
the claims of individuals to lands in all the States and
Territories of the United States, where such decisions
were necessary, and believing that the existing Jaws re-
lative to the decision of claims in Florida are sufficient,
if properly administered, your committee feel no dispo-
sition to recommend either a change in the tribunal for
decision, or to add other legislative provisions to those
already in existence, and which they believe sufficient if
properly executed. The committee, therefore, recom-
mend the adoption of the following resolutions:

Resolved, That the President of the United States be
requested to cause to be prepared and transmitted to the
commissioners for the examination of claims and titles
to lands in Florida, such instructions, touching their
powers and the performance of their duties under the
existing laws, as he may deem necessaéy, from an exa-
mination of the report of Alexander Hamilton, one of
the commissioners, and the report of the other two com-
missioners for East Florida. .

Resolved, That the President of the United States be
requested to adopt such measuresas he may deem neces-
sary for_the safe keeping and security of the public re-
cFolrd§ of the Spanish Government in relation to lands in

orida.

To the House of Representatives of the Unifed States:

communicate to the House a report, with accompa-
nying documents, received from Alexander Hamilton,
one of the commissioners of land titles in East Florida—
deeming the statements therein contained to be worthy
of the particular attention of the House, and of a nature
which may, perhaps, reguu'.e their interposition, or that
of both branches of the eglslah&re.

AMES MONROE.
‘WasnveToN, May 18, 1824,

An act for ascertaining claims and titles to land within
e Territory of Elorida.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represenfa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress as-
sembled, That, for the purpose of ascertaining the claims
and titles to land within the Territory of Florida, as re-
quired by the treaty of the twenty-second of February,
one thousand eight hundred and nineteen, there shall be
appointed by the President of the United States, by and
with_ the advice and consent of the Senate, three com-
missioners, who shall receive, as compensation for the
duties enjoined by the proyisions of this act, two thou-
sand dollars each, to be paid quarterly from the Treasu-
rys who shall open an office for the adjudication of claims
at Pensacola, in the Territory of West Florida, and St.
Augustine, in East Florida, under the rules, regulations,
and conditions hereinafter prescribed.

Sec. 2. JAnd beif further enacted, That it shall be the
duty of said commissioners to appoint a suitable and well
qualified secretary, who shall record, in a well bound
book, all and every their acts and proceedings, the claims
admitted with those rejected, and the reason of their ad-

mission or rejection. He shall receive, as a compensa-
tion for his services, one thousand two hundred and fifty
dollars, to be paid quarterly from the Treasury. He
shall be acquainted with the Spanish language; and, be-
fore entering on a discharge of the duties of his office,
shall take and subscribe_an oath before some authority
competent to administer it, that he will, well and truly,
and faithfully discharge the duties assigned him, and
translate all papers that may be required of him by the
cominissioners, . N

Sec. 3. Jnd be it further enacted, That said commis-
sioners, previously to entering on a discharge of the du-
ties assigned them, shall, before the judge of the Terri- .
torial court at Pensacola, or some other authority in his
absence competent to administer it, take an oath faithful-
1y to discharge the duties of their offices, and shall com-
mence and hold their sessions on or before the first Mon-
day of July next at Pensacola, and on the first Monday
of January thereafter at St. Augustine, for the ascertain-
ing and determining af all claims to land within the said
Territories; notice of which shall be given, by said com-
missioners, in some newspaper ]ﬁrmted at each place, or,
if there be no newspaper, at the most public places in
said cities, respectively, of the time at which their ses-
sions will commence, requiring all persons to bring for-
ward their claims, with evidence necessary to support
them. The session at St. Augustine shall terminate on
the thirtieth of June, one thousand eight hundred and
thirg-three, when said commissioners shall forward to
the Secretary of the Treasury, to be submitted to Con-
gress, a detail of all they have done, and deliver over to
the surveyor all the archives, documents, and papers,
that may be in their possesston,

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That every person,
or the heirs or representatives of such persons, claiming
title to lands under any patent, grant, concession, or or-
der of survey, dated previous to the twenty-fourth day
of January, one thousand eight hundred and eighteen,
which were valid under the %pamsh Government, or by
the law of nations, and which are not rejected by the
treaty ceding the ’f‘emtory of East and West Florida to
the United States, shall file, before the commissioners,
his, her, or their claim, setting forth, particularly, its
situation and boundaries, if to be ascertained, with the
deraignment of title, where they are not the grantees, or
origmal claimants; which shall be recorded by the se-
cretary, and who, for his said services, shall be entitled
to demand from the claimants ten cents for each hundred
words contained in said papers, so recorded; he shall be
entitled to twenty-five cents for each subpcena issued:
Provided, That if the amount so received shall exceed
one thousand two hundred and fifty dollars, which is
hereby declared the compensation for his services, the
excess shall be reported to the commissioners, and be
subject to their disposition; and said commigsioners shall
proceed to examine and determine on the validity of said
patents, grants, concessions, and orders of survey, agree-
ably to the laws and ordinances heretofore existing, of
the Governments making the grants respectively, having
due regard, in all Spanish claims, to the conditions an
stipulations contained in the eighth article of a_treaty
concluded at Washington between his Catholic Majes-
ty and the United States, on the twenty-second of Feb-
ruary, one thousand eight hundred and nineteen; butany
claim not filed previous to the thirty-first day of May,
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three, shall be
desmed and held to be void and of none effect. Provi-
ded, neverthelessy—/And be it further enacted, That, in
all claims submitted to the decision of the commission-
ers, where the same land, or any part thereof, is claimed
by titles emanating both from the British and Spanish
Governments, the commissioners shail not decide the
same, but shall report all such cases, with an abstract of
the evidence, to the Secretary of the Treasury.

. Sec. 5. JAnd be it further enacted, That the commis-
sioners shall have power to inquire into the justice and
validity of the claims filed with them; and shall be, and
are hereby, authorized to administer oaths, to compel
the attendance of witnesses by subpeenas issued by the
secretary, and the adduction of such testimony as may
be wanted; they shall have access to all papers and re-
cords of a public nature relative to any land titles within
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said provinces, and to make transcripts thereof. They
shall examine into claims arising under patents, grants,
concessions, and orders of survey, where the survey has
been actually made previous_to the twenty-fourth Janu-
ary, one thousand eight hundred and eighteen; whether
they are founded upon condifions, and how far those
conditions have been complied with; and, if derived from
the British Government, how far they have been consi-
dered valid under the Spanish Government;and, if satis-
fied that said claims be correct and valid, shall give con-
firmation to them: Provided, That such conﬁrgnatlon
shall only operate as a release of any interest which the
United States may have, and shall not be considered as
affecting the rights of third persons: Jnd provided, That
they shall not ‘have power to confirm any claim, or part
thereof, where the amount claimed is undefined in quan-
tity, or shall exceed one thousand acres; but, in all such
cases, shall report the testimony, with their opinions,
to the Secretary of the Treasury, to be laid before
Congress for their determination. = Every witness at-
tending under any process from the commissioners
shall be allowed one dollar a day, and one dollar for
every twenty miles’ travel, to be paid by the party sum-
moning him: Provided, nevertheless, That the commis-
sioners shall not act on, or take into consideration, any
British grant, patent, warrant, or order of survey, but
those which are bona fide claimed and owned by citizens
of the United States, and which have never been com-
pensated for by the British Government.

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That there shall be
appointed by the President of the United States, by and
with the advice and consent of the Senate, a surveyor,
who shall possess the power and authority, and receive
the same salary, as ’?‘y law appertains to the surveyor
south of the State of Tennessee; but his duties shall not
commence until the commissioners shall have examined
and decided upon the claimsin West Florida, who shall,
thereupon, furnish the surveyor with a list of those ad-
mitted, and_he shail thereupon proceed to survey the
country, taking care to have surveyed and marked, and
laid down upon a general plan to be kept in his office,
the metes and bounds of the claims so admitted; causing
the same to be surveyed at the expense of the ciaimants,
the price whereof shall be the same as is paid for survey-
ing the public lands; but no surve{'or shall charge for any
line except such as may be actually run, nor for any line
not necessary to be run. He shall appoint a suitable
number of deputies, and shall fix and determine their
fees: Provided, That the whole cost of survey shall not
exceed four dollars a mile: fnd zlzrovz'ded, also, That
none other township lines shall be run where the
land is deemed fit for cultivation. Said surveyor shall
reside at such place as the President of the United States
may direct, and shall keep his office there, and may
charge the following fees, viz. for recording the dp]at and
surveys of private claims made by any of his deputies,
twenty-five cents for each mile contained in the boun-
dary of such survey, and twenty-five cents for any copy
certified from the books of his office.

PHILIP P. BARBOUR,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.
JOHN GAILLARD,

President of the Senate, pro tempore.

May 8, 1822—Approved:
JAMES MONROE.

An act amending and supplementary to the act *for as-
certaining clains and titles to land in the Territory of
Florida,” and to_provide for the survey and disposal
of the public lands in Florida.

Be it enacted Igy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assem-
bled, Thatthe powersof the Board of Commissioners here-
tofore appointed for ascertaining claims and titles to lands
in the Territory of Florida, shall be confined exclusive-
ly to the examination of titles and claims in that por-
tion of said Territory heretofore known as West Floridas

.and that, for ascertaining titles and claims in East Flori-
da, the President is_hereby authorized, in the recess of
the Senate, to appoint three commissioners, which ap-
pointments shall be of force until the end of next session
of Congress thereafter, who may appoint their secretary,
and who. with their secretary, shall, within the district
of East Florida, possess all the quers given by, perform
all the duties required, and shall in all respects be sub-

Jject to, the provisions and restrictions of the act of the

eighth of May, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-

two, entitled “ An act for ascertaining claims and titles
to lands jn the Territory of Florida,” except so far as
the same is altered or changed by the provisions of this
act; which Board of Commissioners, heretofore appoint-
ed, with that hereafter appointed, shall hold their ses-

sions, severally, at the place within their respective dis-
tricts, heretofore designated by law; but may adjourn to
some other convenient place within their district, and
mag continue their sessions until the second Mon(fay in
February next, when they shall make a return of their
proceedings to the Secretary of the Treasury, to be laid
before Congress.

Sec. 2. ﬁnd be it further enacted, That, in the exami-
nation of titles to land before either of said Boards of
Commissioners, the claimant or claimants shall not be
required to produce in evidence the deraignment of title
from the original grantee or patentee, but the commis-
sioners shalr confirm every claim in favor of actual set-
tlers at the time of session of the said Territory to the
United States, where the quantity claimed does not ex-
ceed three thousand five hundred acres, where such de-
raignment cannot be obtained, the validity of which has
been recognized by, the Spanish Government, and where
the claimant or claimants shall produce satisfactory evi-
dence of his, her, or their right to the land claimed:
And said commissioners shall have the power, any law
to the contrary notwithstanding, of deciding on the vali-
dity of all claims derived from the Spanish Government
in favor of actual settlers, where the quantity claimed
does not exceed three thousand five hundred acres.

Bec, 3, And be it further enacted, That each of the
commissioners heretofore appointed, who has performed,
and shall hereafter perform, the éuﬁes assigned him,
shall receive compensation in proportion to that hereto-
fore allowed him. And each of the commissioners here-
after appointed for East Florida, who shall actually per-
form the duties assigned him, shall receive the sum of
two thousand dollars as a full compensation, payable
quarterly, from the Treasury of the United States,

Sec. 4. JAnd be it further enacted, That it shall be the
duty of the district attorneys for said districts, respec-
tively, whenever required to do so by the commissioners
within his district, fo attend them for the purpose of
arguing and explaining any points of law that may be
deemed necessary to be examined; and said attorney
shall be entitled to the same compensation therefor as
when attending on the district court of said Territory.

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That all claimsmot
filed with the commissioners of the district where the
land claimed is situated, in the manner prescribed by
the act to which which this is an amendment, on or
before the first day of December next, shall be feld to
be void, and of none effect. .

Sec. 6. Jnd be it further enacted, That it shall be the
duty of the marshal o execute and make return_of all
process which may be issued by the said commissioners,
or the commissioners ray, where they deem it necessary.
authorize and empower any other person to execute and
return said process.

Sec. 7. JInd be it further enacted, That so soon as the
commissioners shall have decided and r.?orted on the
private claims in said Territory of Florida, a surveyor
shall be appointed for the Territory of qurx(fa, who shall
keep his office at such place within the said Territory ag
the President of the United States shall designate, and
shall receive the sum of two thousand dollars, payable
quarterly, at the Treasury of the United States.

Sec. 8. And beit further enacted, That, for the dispo-
sal of the lands of the United States lying in the district
of East Florida, a land office shall be established and
kept at such &ﬂace within_said district as the President
of the United States shall direct; and that, for the dis-
posal of the lands of the United States l{mg in the dis-
trict of West Florida, a_land office shall be established
at such place in said district as the President of the
United States shall direct. .

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That, so soon ag, in
the opinion of the President of the Unitgci States, there
shall be a sufficient quantity of the public lands survey-
ed within either of the districts of Kast or West Flori-
da to authorize the opening of one or both of the land
offices aforesaid, he shall cause the same to be opened,
and shall proceed from time to time to appoint, with the
advice and consent of the Senate, for each of the said
offices, a register and receiver of the public moneys, who
shall give security in the same sums, and in the same
manner, and whose_compensation, emoluments, duties,
and authority, shall in every respect be the same, in re-
lation to the lands to be disposed of at their offices, as
are or may be provided by law in relation to the regis-
ters and receivers of public moneys in the several land
offices established for the disposal of the public lands of
the United States.

Sec. 10. And be it further enacfed, That, whenever a
land office shall have been established in_either of the
districts aforesaid, and a register and receiver of public
moneys appointed for the same, the President of the
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United States shall be, and he is hereby authorized to
direct so much of the public lands lying in such distriet,
as shall have been surveyed according to law, to be offer-
ed for sale in the same manner, and with the same reser-
vations and exceptions, and on the same terms and con-
ditions in every respect, as have been, or may hereafter
be, provided for the sale of the public lands of the United
States.

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That an entire
township, in each of the districts of East and West Flo-
rida, shall be reserved from sale for the use of a semina-
ry of learning, to be located by the Secretary of the Trea-

sury.
gec. 12. And be it further enacfed, That all the navi-
gable rivers and waters in the districts of East and West
Florida shall be, and forever remain, public highways.
Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, "That somuch of the
act approved the eighth day of May, one thousand eight
hundred and twenty-two, entitled “ An act for ascer-
taining claims and titles to land in the Territory of Flo-
rida,’” as is inconsistent with the provisions of this act,
be, and the same is hereby, repealed; and so much there-
of as provides for the appointment of a surveyor general,
and allows him to charge fees, is hereby repealed.
PHIlf..SIP 1;/; B}atI}l EE)IURj1 -
peaker of the Ho. of Reps.
JOHNPGAILLARD,
President of the Senate, pro tem.

March 3, 1823.—Approved:
JAMES MONROE.

An act_to extend the time limited for the settlement of
private land claims in the Territory of Florida.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assem-
4led, "That the time limited for the settlement of private
land claims in the Territory of Florida, by an act of the
seventeenth Congress, entitled “ An act amending and
supplementary to the act for ascertaining claims and ti-
tles to land in the Territory of Florida, and to provide
for the survey and disposal of the public lands in Flori-
da,” be, and the same is hereby, extended and enlarged,
until the first day of January next, when the commission-
ers_for ascertaining claims and titles to the lands afore-
said, shall make a return of their proceedings to the Se-
cretary of the Treasury, to be laid before Congress.

Sec, 2. And be it further enacted, That the claimant
or claimants shall not be required to produce, in evi-
dence, a deraignment of title irom the original teeor
patentee, but the exhibition of the original title papers,
agreeably to the fourth section of anact passed the eighth
of May, eighteen hundred and twenty-two, entitled *An
act for ascertaining claims and titles to lands within the
Territory of Flomﬁa,” with the deed or devise to the
claimant, and the office abstract or abstracts of the inter-
wmediate conveyances for the last ten years preceding the
surrender of ¥lorida to_the United States; and, where
they cannot be produced, their absence being satisfacto-
rily accounted for, shall be sufficient evidence of the
right of the claimant or claimants to the land so claimed
as against the United States: Provided, The claim be
defined in quantity, and the amount does not exceed the

uantity limited in the second section of the act which

is isintended to extend: nd provided, The conditions
required by the laws and ordinances of the Spanish Go-
vernment, and the treaty between S';}Jla.m and the United
States, shall have been complied with.

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That no person shall
be taken and deemed to be an _actual settler within the
provisions of the * Act amending and supplementary to
an act for ascertaining claims and titles to land in the
Territory of Florida,” passed on the third day of March,
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three, unless
such person, or amse.uuder whom he claims title, shall
have been in the cultivation or occupation of the land at
and before the period of the cession.

Sec. 4, And be it further enacted, That somuch of the
act to which this is an amendment, as authorizes the se-
cretary of the said commissioners to demand and receive
from the claimants ten cents per hundred_ words for re-
cording titles to land, be, and the same is hereby, re-

ed.

Sec, 5. Jnd be it further enacted, "That the former se-
cretaries, or those who may now be secretaries, to the
said Boards of Commissioners, who shall have received
their salary of one thousand two hundred and fifty dol-
lars from the Treasury of the United States, which is by
Jaw declared to be their full compensation, shall be, and
they are hereby, required to pay over, respectively, to the
commissioners, conformably with the provisions of the
original law, all such fees as have heen demanded and
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received by them, which shall be appropriated to defray

e expenses of the commission. .

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That so much of the
acts of which this 1s amendatmar, as_makes void all
claims not_filed before the first day of December, one
thousand eight hundred and twenty-three, be, and the
same is hereby, repealed; and it shall be lawful for
claims to be iiled any time LFrewous to the first day of
September next; but ‘all and every claim not filed by
ﬂ;{}t %une, shall 'be held and deemed void and of none
effect.

Sec, 7, AAnd beit further enacted, That each of the
commissioners heretofore appointed, or who may here-
after be appointed, who has performed, and shall hereaf-
ter perform, the duties assigned him, shall receive, from
the first Monday in Februarﬁ until the first day of Janu-
ary next, at the rate of two thousand dollars per annurm,
in full compensation for}h{is services.

AY
Speaker of the Ho. of Reps.
DANIEL D. TOMPKINS,
Vice Pres. of the U. S. and Pres. of the Senate,
‘WasniNeToN, Feb. 38, 1824—Approved:
JAMES MONROE.

‘WasHINGTON, 12tk May, 1824,

Sr: I had the honor, on the 31st March last, to tender
my resignation as land commissioner, and, on the first of
the presentmonth, to request thatitmiglit be considered as
withdrawn. I was induced to adopt the latter determina-
tion, that my communications might have the consequence
of official importance. The situation in which Iam placed
is not without its difficulties. 1 have not been informed
whether the President refuses to sanction the course L have
been desirous to take, or whether he has deemed it most
consistent with the public interest that I should be dis-
charged from the responsibility of any further represen-
tations. I candidly confess that the manner in which
my official reports have been treated, has occasioned to
me very considerable surprise, the more especially as
they related to subjects of serious national nnportance;
and, until ¥ am otherwise advised, I shall make my com=
munications to the Government as being in commission,

In this understanding, I take the liberty to present,
for the consideration of the President, the accompanying
report, with the request that it may be transmitted to
Congress in pursuance of the requisitions of the law
virtue of which I have been appointed. .

In order to afford some opportunity to the President
and Congress to understand the peculiar nature of the
grants, I present the annexed documents in support of
the foﬁowmg statement.

On the 6th December, 1814, Governor Kindelan is re-
presented as having granted to Bernardo Segui 16,000
acres of land, on the authority of the royal order of 17903
and, on the 20th December, 1815, Estrada gave to the
same person 7,000 acres, which you will find, in the re-
port of the majority of the commissioners, recommend-
ed to Congress for confirmation as sanctioned by the
orders of 1813 and 1815; at the same time reporting for
confirmation a claim presented by Belton A. Copp, which
he derives from a grant made to Segul, in viriue of the
order of 1815, in consideration of his military services.

The situation of Segui is worthy of netice, and will
be hest understood by an examination of his memorial
soliciting the 7,000 acres. I am under an impression,
which I entertain with confidence, that Segui received
other grants.

In selecting the case of Segui, I have chosen one of
the most moé’erat_e. I take this opportunity to remark
that, at the termination of the present session of Con-
gress, I wish my commission may be_considered as re-
signed, and that, in the mean time, I may be held offi-
cially responsible. It is with unfeigned regret, and at
the sacrifice of strong personal consié’eraﬁuns, that I feel
myself under the necessity of assuming the course I
now take,

I have the honor to remain,

‘With sentiments of high respect, &c., &c.
ALEXANDER HAMILTON.,
Hon. Joun Q. Apams,
Secretary of State.

. WasHiNgToN, May 24th, 1824,

Sir: I take the liberty to enclose, as accompaniments
to the documents urdered to be printed, the royal orders
of the 27th of April and 18th July, 1818, as having an
important bearing on any question that may arise under
the grants to the Duke de Alagon, Count de Punon Ros-
tro, and Don Pedro de Vargas. It is also worthy of
remark, that the order of 27th April is addressed by
Ramirez, the intendant of Cuba, “fo the governor
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sub-delegate of finance, St. Augustine, Florida,” as
affording an explanation of the character of the transfer
of the ntendancy of Florida to the intendant of Cuba
by the royal order of the 3d Segtember, 1817, I would
atso suggest the %\rfpriety of adding to the documents
the regulations of Morales of the 17th July, 1799.

If it be within the discretion of the committee, I -

should be much gratified with an opportunity to revise
and condense my report of the 10th of May instant,
which was written in such haste as not to allow me time
to make a transcript. If this cannot be done, I hope I
may be at liberty to examine the proof sheet to correct
imperfect phraseology, and re-letter the accompanying

ocuments. It will be noticed that my letter of the 31st
March last, tendering my resignation, was withdrawn
by that of the 1st May following, for the purpose of pre-
senting a statement of the proceedings of the commission
more in detail, which I beg may be returned, and that a
printed copy of all the documents may be furnished to
me, in order to prepare a more perfect report, and rela-
ting to important subjects that have not heretofore been
examined.

I have the honor to be, with much respect, your obe-

dient servant,
ALEXANDER HAMILTON.

Hon. CurisToruer RaNKIN,
Chairman of the Com. on the Public Lands.

_ P. 8. The regulations of Morales, intendant of Louis-
iana and West Florida, will be found among the intro-
ductory pagers to the Laws of the Territory of Florida,
published by order of the Legislative Council in 1822,
and submitted to Congress, at the last session, for its
approval.

Joux H. McInTosH axp OTHERS,
v8.
Tee UNiTED STATES.

The majority of the commissioners having elected to
report upon the general powers of the Spanish governors
to appropriate the public lands, without attempting to
explain the several royal orders in virtue of which al-
most all the grants are respectively and ostensibly made,
it becomes my duty to communicate the views I have
taken of this subject, the more especially as they are in
conformity to the interests of the United States, which I
consider involved to an important amount.

It has been my endeavor to give the most liberal con-
structions to the legitimate powers of the governors, and
to sustain, if possible, the pretensions of the claimants,
aware that several persons had become purchasers upon
the authority of the ex parte opinions of some of the most
respectable professional gentlemen in this country. I
have scrupulously avoided every influence that might be
produced by the introduction of abstract and arbitra
yales founded on judicial precedents, confining myself
to the plain and obvious conclusion, that those grants
could not be considered valid under the Spanish Go-
vernment that were made in direct hostility to its laws,
orders, and regulations, and that the United States, who
are, by the treaty with Spain, placed in the same relative
situation, is entitled to corresponding considerations.
If the objection to confirm the grants had arisen from
anere trregularities, and they had been made within any
reasonable conformity to the authorities in virtue of which
they are avowedly issued, I showld, unquestionably, have
yielded, if not acquiesced, in the decisions of the majority;
but, when it was evident that the grossest and most ex-
fravagant frauds were atfempted fo be imposed upon the
United States in anticipation of the cession of the Elori-
das o its sovereignty, I felt imperiously bound, scrupu-
lously to investigate all those grants involved within this
character, and _all such as, from their extravagance,
would bear the least suspicion of forgery.

¥ am sensible that the performance of the conditions
of a grant were not, at all times, rigidly exacted; and
that although, as a general regulation, if lands remained
vacant_for two years in succession, they became, ipso
facto, forfeited, and that any person” desirous to possess
them might, in a summary manner, prove the vacancy
to entitle himself to a concession, it was, nevertheless,
customary, upon a reasonable excuse anterior to the
possession by a subsequent grantee, to permit a re-as-
sumption. .

It has also been my opinion, founded upon an accurate
examination of the uniform practice of the Spanish tri-
bunals, corroborated by the most respectable testimony,
that all grants made without injury to  third persons,”
a constant condition, and the lands should appear the
property of an adverse valid claimant, a change in the

Jocation was invariably allowed, upon petition to tribu-
nal, asa matter of course. The propriety of this conclu-
sion cannot be questioned when we consider the object
in issuing the grant, and reflect that it was for the pur-
Yose of extending agriculture and increasing population.
n accordance with this policy, lands were given gratis
to settlers, the motive and benefit of which must have
been contravened if the grant were not sustained by an
equivalent in a new location,
In this communication, I shall confine myself to an
examination of the authorities of the governors, reserv-
ing for a subsequent one a full exposition of the indelicate

proceedings of the majority of the commissioners, in ex-

planation of the motives that finally induced me to with-
draw all confidence in their conduct; with the remark,
as it will appear through the progress of this communi-
cation, that the allegation contamed in the repost, (by
which appellation I shall hereafter distinguish that of the
majority,) that, “‘the laws and ordinances heretofore
existing of the Governments making the grants, respec-
tively, have, of necessity, been the first suﬁject of inquiry
with the commissioners, not only because they were
pointed out by the statute as our peculiar guides, but be-
cause it was obviously impossible to do justice with ex-
actitude without them,” is an instance of infentional
disingenuousness, for the purpose of imposing upon Con-
gress the appearance of & serupulous performance of our
official duiies, derogatory to the delicate and important
confidence which has been entrusted to our honor and
indegrity. (See correspondence with Davis Floyd, of
the 8th January, and with Davis Floyd and William W,
Blair, of the 27th January, 1824.) . o

In order to facilitate an understanding of the differ-
ences of our constructions of the authorities of the Spa-
nish governors, I shall adopt the course pursued by the
report, and examine * the rules by which they have been
governed in their adjudications, and the authorities from
whence they are drawn.” .

¢1st. From the code of Spanish law, entitled the
Laws of the Indies.” .

“2d. From the royal orders, made with particular
reference to this Territory.” . .

“3d. The decrees and regulations, appointed and
published by the local governors.” . .

““4th. The customs and usages which prevailed in
various offices in the Territorial Government.” .

The_authority first referred to, contains the following
general provision governing the distribution of the public
lands, and, asappears from the code of laws from whence
it is extracted, applies to all the ultra-marine provinces
of the Spanish empire.*

Of the sale, adjustment, and distribution of lands, lots,
and, waters. .

““In order that our subjects be encouraged to the dis-
covery and settlement of the Indies, and may live with
the comfort and convenience which we desire, it is our
will that houses, lots, lands, knights® shares, and pea-
sants’ shares of lands Mav, AND sHALL, e distributed o
all those who ﬁo to settle NEw ranps in townships and
villages, which, by the governor of the new settlement,
shall be assigned them, making a distinction between
gentlemen and peasants, and those of an inferior degree
and merit, and increase, and give them of betier qua?z{y,
according to the imporiance of their services, and that
they may devote themselves to the culture and improve-
ment of thems and, kaying made on them their residence,
and place of labor, and resided in those townships four
years, we grant them the right, from thence forward, to
sell and dispose of them at their will, freely, as of a thing
their property.” . .

The brief explanation of this ordinance is, that the
Governors “may and shall” distribute to all those who
go to seftle new lands, being the subjects of his Majesty,
a quantity of land corresponding to their degrees, which
may and shall be increased, and of better quality, ac-
cording to the importance of their services; and that they
may devote themselves, in security, to the culture and
improvement of them, they shall be entitled to absolute
ownership at the expiration of a residence of four years.

It is important to notice the import of the words ** may
and shall,” as they are explanatory of the authority of
the governors to dispose of the property of the King. If
the imperative * shall” had been alone made use of, an
inference might be drawn that, according to some con-
stitutional provision, the governors possessed a discretion-
ary powers but, as it is, accompanied and preceded by
the word ““snay,” no such interpretation can be reason-
ably assumed. In my opinion, there is no room for spe-
culation, and the only explanation that can be given to

* Book 4th, Iaw 1, chap. 12, of the collection of the Laws of the Indies.
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the expression may, is, that, by this ordinance, the King
delegates to his gubernatorial representatives, (associat-
ed, as other official papers show, with their councils,) an
authority to distribute his personal patrimony to a certain
description of persons, in order to encourage emigration
to his newly acquired territories; and, that there may be
no disappointment of the policy of the King or to the emi-
grant, it is made imperative on the governor that he shall
make the distribution. The word may is not intended
to convey a discretionary power, that ke may or may
not grant lands to new settlers, but that he may be cloth-
ed with authority to dispose of the lands to meet the
emergency contemplated, and shall do so when applied
to for lands by the class of persons to whom it refers.

And, in continuation of the above extract, the annexed
will show in what proportions the lands were to be dis-
tributed, affording an additional illustration of the defi-
nite powers of the governors. =~

¢ And as it may happen that, in distributing the lands,
there may be a doubt as to the measurement, we declare
that a. peasant’s portion is a lot of fifty feet in breadth
and one hundred in depth, arable land, capable of pro-
ducing one hundred fanegas of wheat and ten of Indian
corn; as much land as ten oxen can plough in a day, for

e raising of esculent roots, and eight of woodland; pas-
ture land Tor eight breeding sows, twenty cows, and five
mares, one hundred sheep, and twenty goats. A gen-
teman’s portion is a lot of one hundred feet in breadth
and two hundred in depth, and_ all the remainder five
times the peasant’s portion, to wit, &c. And we direct
that the distribution be made in such form as that all may
participate in the good or middling, and of that kind of
which there may not be any in that part which shall be
pointed out to each.” .

The rfiport fremarks, that, ¢ this seems to have been

the rule for the distribution of the public lands during
the first administration of the Spanish Government with-
in these provinces, and, after the retrocession, up to the
date of the second of September, in the year one thou-
sand seven hundred and ninety, when Governor Quesada
published his regulations, referring, for his authority, to
a royal order investing him with PLENARY POWERS, but
which we have not been able to procure,”
. 'The first of the above declarations is entirely a gratu-
itous volunteer; and, inasmuch as no grants were made
subsequent to the retrocession antecedent to Quesada’s
regulations, as officially appears, it can only be consider-
ed'the law of the land, unaccompanied with any prac-
tical demonstration. And it is utterly absurd, and con-
trary to fact, * that Quesada refers for his authority to ¢
royal order” (or roy or(lers,? ““investing him with ple-
nary powers, but which we have not been able to pro-
cure.” (See document A.)

In anticipation of the regulations of Quesada, I insert
an extract trom Governor Zespedez’s letter to his excel-
lency Don Joseph de Galvez, of the 29th of April, 1785,
(A,) enclosing an_edict pubilshed by him on the 25th
September, 1784, directing that all purchases made from
British subjects should be recorded, otherwise to be con-
sidered null, and of no value; and, after an exposition of
the situation of the province, and the necessity of the
royal interference to relieve its distresses and advance
its prosperity, he remarks:  For the attainment of such
considerable benefits, and fo re-establish vigor in this ac-
tually debilitated province, it is necessary that the royal
clemency deign to grant, as soon as possible, the most
efficacious assistance in settlers and money. ~ Your ex-
cellency being informed of the royal will, it rests with
you fo make the dispositions which yow may find surtable
as regards population; but, af the same time, I consider
it my duty to set forth, for your superior wisdom, that
if his Majesty was pleased to admit as_subjects, as ‘yelf
as Spaniards, those foreigners who are Roman Catholics,
&e., granting them, in fee simple, lands in proportion to
their means and industry, a number would come, who,
in a_short time, would be useful members of the com-
munity.” )

To the above I have not seen any answer, although, in
all probability, it is to be found among the papers obtain-
ed trom Governor Coppinger; and for the want of which
I must apologize, and present in excuse that, after hav-
ing taken almost all the documents produced before the
commission_by a subpena duces fecum, from the keeper
of the public archives, for the purpose of having them
transcribed, the constant answer to all my future inqui-
ries was, that none others were discovered. My col-
leagues, In pursuing a course_ more friendly towards this
office, were, in two or three instances, less unfortunate,
and procured public papers to govern their decisions
without the formality of an order of the commission, and

of which I, alone, acquired a knowledge accidentally.
"The minutes of our proceedings, if they have been accu-
rately reported, will aford freguent evideaces of the offi-
cial disappointments that have attended every attempt,
subsequeat to the one referred to, made by me to secure
a thorough examination of these papers, “*sonecessary, @s
guides, to do justice with exactitude”

‘The following is, however, a communication of the
same tenor with the preceding, addressed by Zespedez
on the 8th May, 1785, (B) to Count de Galvez, viceroy
of Mexico, together with his answer in reply.

_The Count de Galvez is informed of the deplorable
situation of the province, and of the return of many of
the old inhabitants, soliciting to be restored to their pos-
sessions which they were compelled to abandon by the
change of the sovereiguty of ¥lorida to Great Britain;
and, after stating his reasons for not complying with the
reguest of the petitioners, he observes, ‘* the great com-
miseration of our Monarch, who is desirous to relieve
his faithful subjects, will, it is to be_hoped, with a liberal
hand, protect, if possible, the refurning Floridians, grant-
ing them, if ;:ossxble, theiridentical property, and 7f not,
of that which has devolved to Jis royal person.”

¢ As no person has purchased lands they have devolv-
ed to the crown, for which motive, besides the instruc-
tions relative to the division of lots and houses, as ap-
proved by your excellency, I respectfully conceive that
1t is important for the settlement of this country that
power should be given me as soon as_possible to grant
lands with preference to the old inhabifents of the coun-
try, afterwards to Minorcans or any other Spaniards who
may come to settle, and, lastly, to foreigners, in case his
Maje%y may think proper to admit the same as his sub-
Jects.

Answer from _the Count de Galvez. (C) ¢ 'With the
letter No. 72, of the 8th of May of the present year, your
lordship encloses me a copy of the act which you issued
on the 25th September of the last year, 1784, (D) and
had publicly posted by hand-bills for the government of
the Spaniards who had purchased from the English
landed or moveable property; your lordship also_in-
forming of the decay of said houses, and the considera-
tion you have thought just in favor of the old Floridians,
asking from me instructions tor the purpose of expediting
to them, as well as any other Spaniard or foreigner, lofs
and londs for the improvement of the country. Inas-
much as regards the first point, 1 inform your lordship,
without hesitation, that the step taken by you has ap-
peared to me very proper, but, as_regards the same, as
well as all the rest, g will inform his excellency the min-
ister of the Indies, that, by his superior prudence, such
measures may be taken as are agreeable to him, or may
merit the approbation of the King. Mexico, July 4, 1795,

EL CONDE DE GALVEZ.”

The above documents are not so_much given to show
the little dependance to be placed in the statements of
the report, (as the regulations of Governor Quesada, of
the 2d of September, 1790, and 20th November, 1790,
are conclusive on that subject,) as to Erove, by the cor-
respondence, edicts, and practice of those officers, that
they considered themselves as possessing very limited, if
any authority, to dispose of the public lands. It is pro-
bable the little importance in which these documents*
were held in the estimation of my colleagues, as they
were subject to their inspection, will account for their
being excluded from the report.

* As the regulations of Quesada of the 2d September
1790, (EBl are represented as referring to “ ¢ myaz
order” which the commissioners have not been able to
procure, investing him with plenary powers to disgos.e of
th?:i lands, I give the annexed articles of the regulations
entire.

“ Internal regulations of %ice. Don Juan Nepo. de
uesada, &c.

“Whereas I am commanded by royal orders, agreea-
ble to the public wants, to apply the most seasonable and
quick remedies theretos for_the purpose, therefore, of
accomplishing this, in the edict comuonly called *infer-
nad regulations of police,” I have taken the most conclu-
sive_steps, notwithstanding, much to my sorrow, there
has been so much to amend and establish that a volu-
minous code would scarcely be sufficient for me to com-
priseall, in proportion to,_ the ardent desire which ani-
mates me for the prosperity of the province and the ser-
vice of the sovereign. ‘Wherefore, merely for the present.
and reserving hereafter, when permitted by my other
duties, the rilght of attending %?mcularly to this import-
f.nt.subject, therefore make known and order the fol-

owing:

* The correspondence between Zespedez and Galvez.
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¢ 1st. 1 grant Zo all the inhabitants permanently seitled
and subjects of his Majesty, in his royal name, for their
use, the quantity of land they may regquire, in proportion
to their force, in any part of this desert province, without
any exception. To this end, those desirous of obtain-
ing the same will present themselvesto me within twen
days, stating their circumstances by memorial, what lands
they have obtained to the present period, and in what
quantity and in what place they are desirous of locating
them now, under the precise condition that it will be
without injury to a_third person. I will attend to their
solicitudes according to the examination I may make
thereof, and although the laws of the Indies authorjze me
to make an absolute distribution of the same, and being
in the case of the first of title 12th, book 4th,” (see extract)
1 abstain therefrom from powerful motives; but, for
the greater security of those interested, I will forward
my 1deas and representations on the subject to the King,
persuaded that, in consequence thereof, those obtaining
grants from me now, will be confirmed in the possession
of the same.”

The remaining articles, with the exception of the 4th,
which gives the terms on which the British subjects were
permitted to remain, have no reference to the matter un-
der consideration.

. As these regulations are made the ground work to jus-
tify the adjudicationsof the majority of thecommissioners,
and in deference to which Congress is recommended to
confirm grants to almost every amount within 360,000
acres, it becomes essentially important, however apparent
the misconstruction may be, to examine it with atfention.

. I confess that I have been unable to find any expres-
sion affording a reasonable excuse for the report that, in
the F;eceding regulations, * Governor Quesada refers,
for his authority, to a_royal order investing him with
plenary powers;” and I have been equally at a loss to
ascertain where “‘ the authority vested in the governor of
this ;vamce by the Code of Indiesis, by Quesada, speci-
JSically disclaimed in practice,” or even mferred.

It 1s somewhat surprising that the majority should not
have remarked that 6uesa a speaks of royal orders, and
not of @ royal order, as it might have relieved them from
the extraordinary interpretation or inference founded
upon imaginary premises, that “{lena powers” had
been conterred to_a governor of East Florida which, if
practice be any evidence, were not possessed by his su-
gemor the captain venerai of Cuba, and while the Count

e Galvez, notwithstanding his_high and distinguished
station, (Viceroy of Mexico,) did not consider himself
authorized to direct or sanction the distribution Zo old
Floridians soliciting lands under peculiarly interesting
circumstances. .

The declaration of the governor'is, * that he is com-
manded by royal orders, agreeable to the public wants,
to apply the most seasonable and quick remedies thereto;
to accomplish which, he had published an edict com-
monly called Interpal Regulations of Police.”> That
these royal orders were not confined to those commu-
nicated to himself, but included those addressed to his
predecessor, it is but reasonable to suppose; and that
they had reference to the ordinary political administra-
tion of the country cannot be questioned, from the com-
ment the first aricle of the regulations afford, and the
direct appeal_to the royal order of the fifth April, 1736,
(T) specifically, and only treating of the conditions on

which the British were permitted to remain.

Itis a subject, also, worthy of particular attention, that,
in every instance that came under the observation of the
commission, where the governors undertook to dispose
of the public lands, that they always justified their acts,
or at least attempted so to do, in virtue of some authority
specifically referred to. Isit to be presumed, and for
what purpose, that Governor Quesada should found his
authority to distribute lands to the permanent settlers,
who might be desirous to_cultivate and improve them,
on the provision contained in laws of the Indies, if he
possessed “* @ royal order” delegating to him plenary or
any powers connected with the subject? and how much
more extraordinary is it, that he should be clothed with
plenary authority to grant lands to an indefinite amount,
and that, at the'ﬁmetl\xe considered it important, in cor-
respondence with the emergencies of the occasion, to
grant lands for the use of the inhabitants, he would not,

or ** powerful motives, issue absolute titles,” but pro-
amased “ fo forward his ideas and representations on the
subject fo the King, persuaded that, in consequence
thereof, those obtaining grants from me now will be

coriﬁrmed in the possessiom of the same?”’ .

fI entertain any ability to form a construction upon
principles of common sense, I must conclude that Que-
sada not only yielded to the strict legal interpretation of
the laws of the Indies, in not granting absolute titles

befcre the expiration of four years® residence and cul-
ture, but, in so doing, exFressly and practically showed
that he considered himself éfvgmed K them, and that,
without them, he bad no authority. The solution of the
¢ powerful motives,” if explained, would doubtless be,
the novelty of the residence, and, notwithstanding the

rovince was r«(zlputed a desert, his Majesty’s subjects

ad been located on the improved lands abandoned_ by
the British, and consequently, the circumstances equivo-
cal, it was therefore thought prudent not to commit any
act that might give rise to serious_difficulties in case his
conduct should not meet the royal approbation. It must
also have been within his knowledge, that his predeces-
sor Zespedez had applied for permission in reterence to
the identical subject. Atall events, these are the cir-
cumstances upon which my colleagues have had the con-
fidence to pronounce, that ‘the authority vested in the
governor of this province by the Code of the Indies is
speci fically disclaimed in practice by Quesuda.”?

In the estimate I formed of the conduct of my asso-
ciates, I, without hesitation, declined all participation in
making up the report, aware that it must become the
subject of Congressional scrutiny, (see communication
to the Secretary of the Treasury of the 25th February,
1824;) and Y am now the more satisfied that the course
I have pursued was correct, from the discrepancies ap-
parent on ifs face. . . )

The majority have been peculiarly unfortunate in_their
discoveries. In the first place, they interpret royal or-
ders to mean a royal order, and as that order cannot be
found, it is supposed that, of necessity, it must convey
plenary powers; to say the least, a bold inference in @
doubiful case. The facts are still more extraordinary,
a royal order was issued and published by Quesada on
the 20th of November, just seventy-nine days after the
date of his regulations; which, if we may judge from the
coincidence of time, and the specific use made of itin
reference to his previous grants, musthave been decreed
in consequence of his promised re}‘)resentatlons; the ex-
1stence of which my colleagues ought to have recollected
from the pertinacity with which I insisted upon its pro-
duction before the commission—a transcript of which I
now give from a translation in the hand-writing of its
secretary.

epicr. (G.)

Don Juan Nepomuceno de Quesada, colonel of the royal
armies, and commander-in-chief of the city and pro-
vince of St. Augustine, Florida, by his Majesty:
‘Whereas, by the last packet which arrived at this port,

his excellency the captain %eneral of this province en-

closes me the following royal order:

ROYAL ORDER. _ . .

No settler shall be admitted in Louisiana or in Florida,
should they pretend to have their transportation to those
provinces, and maintenance there for some time, issued by
the royal treasury. That those foreigners, alone, will be
received who may, of their own free will, present them-
selves and swear allsﬁ;iance to his Majesty; to whom
there shall be granted and measured lands, gratis, in
roportion to_the working hands each family may have.
&hat they shall not be molested in matters of religion,

c.
In virtue of which, I order the same to be published
for the present, that it may be made known to all, it being
understood, that only those shall be admitted as resident
settlers who, besides their good conduct and honorable

roceedings, are good farmers and mechanics, who are
geneﬁcial to the settlement and advancement of the pro-
vince; for which purpose there shall be granted them the
gifts set forth in the inserted order, It is also made
Rnown to those who have obtained lands in the mean
time from this Government, that they present themselves
to the same for the purpose of asking and obtaining the
requisite title of property from the office of the Govern-
ment secretary, from whence the necessary orders will
bi?ﬁ issued after having registered the same in the notary’s
office.

And that it may serve as an incitement to all, I order,
according to the powers I am invested with, and make
known for the present that the grants be of one hundred
acres to each father of a family, and fifty to each white
person, or of color, of which said family is composed;
also, if persons are desirous of obta.mm%'a greater quan-
tity of lands, and there being a probabilify of their cul-
tivating the same, they shall obtain an additional number
of a thousand acres; 1t being understood that, in all the
‘concessions, the wfility, and not the quantity of the lands
shall be attended to, so that each person shall acquire a
proportionate quantity of each; and, also, that the width
of each of said concessions must be only the third part
of the length, and said length must not extend on the
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banks of the rivers and creeks; resting always with the
Government the care of rewarding or punishing with
additional expenses or absolute privation, as time shall
discover, the merit, application, and advantages of the
agriculturist, or the contrary.

St1. AvcustINE, FLORIDA, the 20tk Nov. 1790.

If, in the absence of this edict and royal order, there
could be any justification for the assertion that Quesada,
in his regulations, referred to « royal order vesting him
with plenary dpowers, such a pretence will no doubt now
be considered at rest. . .

The interpretation of the conditions of this order cor-
responds with the provisions of the laws of the Indies,
and the quantum of land allowed seems fo bear the same
proportion. In the one case the quantity is left undefined,
except in the enumeration of the objects, which of course
renders it susceptible of being reduced to a reasonable
degree of certainty; and, in the other, the aggregate is
experimentally declared, and the maximum increase
fixed, as authorized by the laws of the Indies. In cali-
ing upon those who had received lands anterior to this
order to present themselves for the purpose of procuring
absolute titles, he also shows that 1t is in virtue of the
authority there delegated that he has been enabled to
perfect his previous grants—and, by this act, he has
qfforded a practical exposition sz the term_seftler, and
that there existed no difference in the principles of distri-
bution, between new settlers coming from abroad, and
settlers “‘permanent residents of the province, subjects of
his Majesty.”

If I have been correct in my deductions, the laws of
the Indies were in force during the administration of
Quesada, and the royal order of the 29th October, 1790,
was expounded as corresponding with, and subservient
to those laws. If, on the contrary, it is to be considered
as a specific independent authority, commonly known as
the royal order regulating *“head-rights,” by which lands
are authorized to be granted and measured gratis in
proportion to the working hands each family may have,
1t must then be taken as a limitation of the general laws,
removing all distinction as to the quality of the settler
in the distribution of the lands, giving to all an equai
quantity in proportion to the strength of the family.
T'aken in either sense, it affords positive evidence that
the powers of the governors were restrained, and that
there was no foundaiion for the report of the’existence
of plenary powers. i

It is somewhat difficult to reconcile the following Jan-
guage of the report in reference to Quesada’s regulations
with what has been previously stated. 'Where my col-
leagues at least ought to have entertained doubts, they
seem most certain, and where there is no excuse forany,
they immediately become embarrassed with difficulties.
The whole object seems fo be to establish the existence of
an unlimited plenary power, or, at all events, to involve
whatever power did exist in such perplexity as fo lead to
the eonclusion that the only authority was the uncertain
cupricious whim of the governor, changeable, and ever
chanzing with every new administration. .

It 1s remarked by the report, that ““the precise extent
to which the regulations of Quesada, of the 2d Septem-
ber, 1790, mter?'ergd with the provisions of the general
law, aud ‘the privileges of the emigrant or inhabitant,
cannot be clearly ynaerst_ood from 1ts equivocal phrase-
ology; nor is it eminently important to know, as this sub-
ject Is put to rest by a letter from the captain general.”

The irrelevancy and absurdity of this answer cannot
require any other comment than to request that it may
be compared and tested with the regulations. It never-
theless must be noticed as unaccountable, that a letter of
the captain general of the 29th of October, 1790, (H
authorizing the admission of Spanish emigrants, coul

ive rise to the observation * that, by this, it will be seen

at the Fowers reserved to himself (Quesada) by the
decree of the governor (Quesada,) are over-ruled, or
regulated and restrained,” when there does not appear
a single word or allusion 'in the regulations referring to
the admission of emigrants. The letter from the captain
general was in answer to one from Quesada of the 16th
September, 1790,

*¢ Tt is evident,” says the report, ““that the rule pre-
scribed by the order of 1790, relates exclusively to emi-
grants, leaving the law as it stood before in relation to
those who had’ already, or should have thereafter, the
character of inhabitants or subjects. Itis worthy of no-
tice, also, that, although it provides for giving lands in
proportion to the laboring hands introduced, i has en-
tirely fuiled to designate the quantity each laborer should
have, either leaving that part of the subject to the govern-
ment of ExisTING cosToy or to the sound discretion of
the governor. 'The provisions of this ordinance may be

considered as having defined and rendered certain the
bounty upon emigration, which seems to have been un-
cerfain, or but little understood.”

I do not conceive it necessary to add more than has

already been said in relation to the quantity to be distri-
buted, according to the nafure and evident intention of
the order. As well might it be declared that the speci-
fications contained in the laws of the Indies have entire-
ly failed to designate the quantity each settler is entitled
to. In the last sentence of the above, it is declared that
the provisions of the ordinance have defined and render-
ed certain the bounty to the emigrant, that before seem-
ed to be uncertain; and, in the preceding, it is said to
have entirely failed to designate the quantity.
. Itis, however, of more importance to examine whether
it be true, that “it is evident that the rule prescribed by
the order of 1790 relates exclusively to emigrants, leav-
ing the law as it stood before in relation to those who
had already, or should have thereafter, the character of
inhabitants or subjects.” . .

It is almost impossible to refrain from expressions of
harsh indignation at a representation so unwarranted by
the whole evidence, written and parol, produced before
the board. The majority cannot be ignorant that almost,
if not all the valid grants, made previous to the year
1818, were predicated on that order, and so, avowedly,
confirmed by the commission. If the minutes be exa-
mined, it will be found that, indiscriminately, residents
and emigrants, old Floridians, Spaniards and foreigners,
all participated. In virtue of this authority Governor
Quesada gave public notice that absolute titles would be
issued, and directs that all those who are desirous to
avail themselves of the offer, must present themselves to
Government within two months trom the date of his
edict. Governor White, on the 20th October, 1798, (I)
remarks to the captain general, Saavedra, *“that the
King, desiring the improvement and settlement of the
country, has determined thatlands in the country should
be given, gratis, to the foreigners or nafives who would
settle them,” and recommends that the purchasers of
the houses and lots should be released from their obliga-
tions, which was accordingly done by the Kng in his
order of the 17th of June, 1801; (J) and Zespedez, on
the 8th of May, 1785, expressly informs the cagtam ge-
neral “that if 1s important that power should be given
to him to grant land in preference to the old inhabitants
of the country, afterwards to the Minorcans.”

On the 12th of October, 1803, (K) Governor White
published his edict, reducing the quantity of lands to be
distributed to half that established by his predecessor,
Quesada; which he communicated to the captain general
on the 15th of October, 1803, (L) as follows: ¢ For the
purpose of avoiding the abuses which have been experi-
enced in the granting of lands to the settlers without cer-
tain restrictions that will oblige them to cultivate the
same, I have thought it convenient to establish the rules
in the accompanying document, (K) which I forward to
your lordship for your intelligence and approval.”

On the 2d of April, 1805, (’M) the following edict was
published by White:

 Whereas, on the 12th of QOctober, 1803, I thought
proper to have published an edict, in which were pre-
scribed various rules to remedy the many abuses and dis-
orders as committed on the part of those obtaining lands,
and ordering, in the 9th article of said edict, that all
persons having abandoned, or that may not have continu-
ed, or do not actually cultivate the lands which may
have been measured for them at any time by a survey-
or, although the necessary title of possession should have
been given them from the notary’s office, they would lose
their right to them, and would be given to any person who,
not having lands to cultivate, would lawfully prove, in
a summary manner, that the said lands were without
cultivation for at least two years in succession. It is
now made known that the improvements and buildings
remaining on the lands thus abandoned or uncultivated
in the specific time, that their value shall be appropriated
in favor of the royal finance, as a deposite, until 2 new
determination.”

I concur with the report, that, although Governor
‘White continued in office until his death in the year
1811, (with the exception of the important edict of the
31st May, 1805,) (N) there were no subsequent official
publications of his relating to the disposal of public lands:
there was, nevertheless, a communication from Estrada
to the capfain general on the 19th of June, 1811, (0) re-
commending the sale of lands to emigrants, and suggest-
ing the propriety of alterm;i') Governor “ﬂnte’s regula-
tions, which was answered by the Marquis de Somerue-
las, on the 14th September, 1811, (P) refusing to permit
the alteration desired, and fofally neglecting fo notice the
advice relative to the change of the regulations.
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It might have also been remarked by the report, that,
from that period to the cession, the governors of Florida
published no edict enlarging their powers. It was during
the insurrection that Governor White died, from which
time such was the situation of the country, that there was
but little, if any, emigration, and no Spaniard would
venture to settle far beyond the neighborhood of St. Au-
gustine. .

The regulations, correspondence, and character of
Governor White, are worthy of respecttul consideration,
as being in direct hostility with several extravagant
grants said to have been made by himin 1811, but which

ad never been located antecedent to the cession of the
Floridas to the United States, and three of which alone
amount to the enormous aggregate of 700,000 acres.

‘The next royal order in’ succession, is” that of the 4th
January, 1813, (Q,) and is, in every particular, a restrain,
if not a revocation, of the powers of the governors to dis-
tribute the gublic lands.” This very voluminons order
will be found in the report. ‘The copy in my possession
is almost illegible: it is, notwithstanding, presented.

Ezxtract from the order of the 4th January, 1813.

¢ Don Fernando_7th, by the grace of God, and by the
constitution of the Spanish monarchy, King ot the
Spains, and, in his absence and captivity, the regency
of the kingdom, appointed by the General and Extra-
ordinary Cortes, to_all to whom these presentis may
come, greeting: Know ye that the Cortes have de-
creed the following:

¢The General and Extraordinary Cortes, considering
that the conversion of public lands into private property
is one of the measures which the welfare of the people,
as well as the advancement of agriculture and industry,
most imperiously demands, and desiring, at the same
time, that this class of lands should serve as an aid to
public necessities, a reward to the deserving defenders
of the country, and « support fo the citizens who are not
proprietors, do decree,” &c.

The above preamble affords a general view of the suc-
ceeding twenty articles. .

"The 6th article declares one-half of the uncuitivated
and public lands pledged for the payment of the national
debt contracted since the 1st of May, 1808.

‘The 9th article declares that, of the remaining uncul-
tivated and public lands, there shall be given a portion,
gratuitously, to _the officers of the army, who, from ad-
yvanced age, or disability occasioned in the miiitary ser-
vice, and honorably discharged, the quantity of which is,
by the 10th article, defined to be as much as will be suf-
ficient, regularly cultivated, for the maintenance of an
indivi&ual; which the 11th article directs fo be assigned
by the constitutional council of each town. 7he conces-
sions of these quantities of londs ave, by the 12th article,
directed to be called patriotic_bounty, which shall not
extend, at present, to other individuals than those who
have served in the present war, or in the pacification of
the actual disturbances of the ultra-marine provinces;
and the 13th article includes those individuals who have
served as partisans, or contributed in any other manner
in the national defence, and have remained wounded or
disabled by the result. “'The 15th article observes, that,
“out of the same remaining uncultivated and public
lands, those fittest for culture shall be marked out and
given graturtously, by lot, to _every inhabitant of the re-
spective towns who ask for it, and has no other land of
his own, and in a quantity proportioned to the extent of
the ]and, so as that the whole of those thus divided, in
any case, do not exceed the fourth part of the said un-
cultivated and public lands of the corporations of the
town; and by the 16th article it is ordered, that, if any
of the grantees in the preceding article should, for two
successive years, fail to pay the fee on the quantity of
land belonging to the corporation, or to keep it employed
usefully, it shall be granted to a ‘more lahorious inhabi-
tant who has no land of his own.

On the 8th of June, 1814, (R,) the above order was re-
cognized and confirmed by the King; and, to prevent
the abuses that had arisen under it, the infendants are
enjoined strictly to adhere to what is prescribed in the
Laws of the Indies, and particularly in the royal instruc-
tion of the 15th of October, 1754—to regulate the distri-
butions of lands to be made in virtue of the order of 4th
January, 1813. A

If documentary tgsj;lmonf)"aaﬁ'ord any proof of the cor-
rectness of the position I have taken, and consequently
of the very limited authorities of the goverors; and if the
United States are disposed to secure their rights, jeopar-
dized by the report of the majority of the commissioners,
there can exist no more favorable period than while the
great portion of the grants are still held by the original
grantees, the particeps crimines to the frauds.

In submitﬁn& the following letter of the 4th June,
1813, (S) from Governor Kindelan to the captain gene-
ral, and royal order of the 29th March, 1815, (T) I'must
remark, that they have been made the ostensible justifi-
cation of most of the extravagant grants, some of which
will be seen on the table herewith presented, and here-
tofore referred to in my previous correspondence. The
letter from Governor Kindelan is evidence that he con-
sidered his power to grant the public lands as limited;
and, in recommending that bounties should be given for
military services, he practically shows that the royal or-
der of the 29th of October, 1790, afforded no authority fo
make grants for services.

June 4, 1813,

Most ExceLrENT Sir: Onthe Istof the presentmonth,
(S) I discharged from the service the three companies
of whites who were under arms in this_place, and this I
did as well on account of the scarcity of provisions,
which rendered it urgent, as their own necessity to de-
vote themselves to the care of their respective families,
and to their labors, after an insurrection from which both
they and the province had suffered so much.

Y cannot aveid recommending to your excellency the
good order and fidelity that animated the militia, and
also of the third battalion of Cuba, since the first mo-
ment of the insurrection; for all which I think them wor-
thy of the favors to which the Supreme Government may
deem them entitled: and I make bold to recommend
that some favors, and such as I shall recommend, be
granted unto them: That a commission be granted by the
King to every officer of the militia who has been under
arms, corresponding fo the grade which he holds under
the denomination of Provincial; end that e portion of
land be granted {o each soldierywhich, by the regulations
established in this province, corresponds with the number
of persons composing each family; and the same favor
might also be granted, exclusively, to the married offi-
cers and soldiers of the said third battalion of Cuba.

Men in general mustbe excited by something that will
stimulate them, and it is not easy to find one that is in-
different as to the public estimation of his services.
What I lpropose, without giving them in reality any
thing, will be the means of contenting them, and pro-
duce henceforth the best effects, it being understood that
this gift will be for those who occupied themselves in the
defence; and for this end, and in case that these my ideas
merit the approbation of your excellency, I enclose, as
regards the officers of both corps, lists of those who
ought in that case to be comprehemfed.

His Ex. Don Juax Ruiz bE APoDACA.

. Itis worthy of notice, as a further evidence of a con-
tinued system and practical demonstration of the ac-
knowledged limited powers of the governors, that Apo-
daca, an intelligent, correct, and distinguished officer,
who remained captain general of Cuba eight years con-
trary to custom, two terms, and was afterwards promoted
to the vice royalty of Mexico, considered himself, even
under these imposing circumstances, bound to refer the
solicitation of Governor Kindelan to Spain for the
King’s approbation, which was given as follows:

Under date of the 29th_of March last, (T') his excel-
lency the minister of the Indies writes to me the follow-
ing:

. . Havawa, July 7, 1815,

I have informed the King of what your excellency sets
forth in your letter, No. 236, of the year 1813, reﬂtive
to the rewards which the Governor of East Florida con-
siders the individuals of the companies of white militia,
and married officers and soldiers of the third battalion
of the regiment of Cuba, entitled to_for their merifori-
ous conduct during the insurrection of the province; and,
at the same time that his Majesty approves of said gifts,
he desires that your excellency will inform him as to the
reward which the commandant of the third battalion of
Cuba, Don Juan Jose de Estrada, &c. By royal order,
I communicate the same to_your excellency for your in-
formation and compliance therewith, enclosing the royal
commissions, according to the note forwarded by your

excellency.
APODACA.
The Governor pro fem. of East Florida.

Having thus traced the official authorization the go-
vernors had, at different periods, received to dispose of
the public lands for the support of his Majesty’s subjects,
and to promote agriculture and the increase of population,
I have now only to add, (discrediting and entirely disbe-
lieving in the validity of a few grants said to have been
made in the last year of Governor White’s administra-
tion,) that the practice of granting lands was in pursu-
ance of some established and uniform sysfem as late as
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the year 1814, and, subsequently, until the time of the
cession to the United States, when distributions were
made to individuals claiming their legal richts; and it is
even to be doubted whether the exception be not unsus-
tainable, inasmuch as there are strong suspicions that
when the flood-gates of prodigality were opened, the
frauds were not confined to a violation of the ordinary
:&ugmntgl, but extended to the charge of forgery in ante-
ating, &c.

I have now come to the royal order of the 3d of Sep-
tember, 1817, (U) which, as'it transfers the intendancy
of Florida to the captain general and intendant of Cuba,
by whom there are istances of its having been exercised,
it must be considered, pro tanto, as an entire revocation
of the pawers of the Xlorida governors; and, as it has
appeared by the documents to which I have already re-
ferred, that the captain general would, on no antecedent
accasion, interfere in the disposal of these lands, that
the authority now given was perfectly new, and may rea-
sonably be considered as transferred in conformity to the
regulations of 1313 and 1814, establishing an entirely no-
vel system in the property and uses of the public lands.
. If I have succeeded in my considerations of this sub-
Ject, I have shown, in the first place, that, without the
provisions contained in the laws of the Indies, there was
no authority in the governors to dispose of the uncultiva-
ted and public lands, and that, in virtue of those laws,
it could only be done in a definitely limited quantity, to
promote agriculture and increase population; and that,
in the next, the governors who administered the Govern-
ment of Florida bnmediately subsequent to the retro-
cession from Great Britain, in the most unqualified terms,
did solicit and obtain an authorization to grant lands to
all persons, residents and emigrants, without distinction,
** old Floridians, Minorcans as well as Spaniards, and to
foreigners;” and that, notwithstanding Quesada recog-
nizes a right founded on the general laws, he emphati-
cally.dgcTares that, from_powerful motives, he prefers
* abstaining from jts exercise until he be regularly in-

structed.

It must also appear evident, if the tﬁmcﬁce establish-
ed by Quesada in_his regulations of the 2d September,
1790, and those of White of the 12th October, 1803,and
the application of Kindelan on the 4th June, 1813, to be
permitted to give a gratuity in lands to those who had
performed military services, (% as a mere testimonial of
the royal approbation, being *in reality of little impor-
tance’ if distributed according to the regulations establish-
ed in the province”) are to be received as practical com-
mentaries on the royal order of the 29th of October, 1790,
that none other than a limited authorization was conveyed,
arising out of’ the representations incidental to the pecu-
liar situation of Florida upon its restoration to the sove-
reignty of the Spanish pation, and beiond all question,
when 1t is connected with the fact of having been com-
municated by the minister, of the Indies, to whom all
subjects were referred previous to the royal approbation,
for the examination of the * Council 0? the Indies,” it
may be understood as issuinf in conformity, and not in
conilict, of the laws of the Indies, which seem to be re-
vered and regarded as immutable as the laws of the
Medes and Persians.

It must also be considered as established, that the royal
order of the 29th of March, 1815, while it was issued to
authorize a remuneration for particular and patriotic ser-
vices, it being made referrible ¢ to the established regu-
lations of the province,” illustrated by the letter of Go-
vernor Kindelan of the 4th June, 1813, was a mere ex-
tension of the character of the objects for which the pub-
lic lands were to be for a specific occasion apﬁxropriated,
and not an enlargement of the quantity of the lands to be
distributed. .

It has been alleged, and in support of which I confi-

dently appeal to_the minutes of the commission, that,
during the administration of the Government of Florida,
(within a presumable recognizance of the Spanish nation,)
that there existed an established systematic rule in the
distribution of the public lands, and that the grants made
inconsistent with these restrictions have been subse-
quent to the year 1814, with the exception of perhaps
five said to have been issued by Governor hite.
. It has also been proved that the reportis unwarranted
in its conclusions tEat the governors possessed any plena-
7y powers to dispose of the public lands, and that the ar-
guments in support of such an authority are founded on
a suppositious existence of & royal order, in direct hos-
tility to the positive evidence of the contrary.

It has also been proved by the documents herewith an-
nexed, that, if Congress were not attempted to be impos-
ed on, they have at feast been kept ignorant of the know-
ledge of the existence of public papers essentially neces-
sary to a proper understanding of the subject in which

the interests of the United States are involved to a value
amounting to millions of dollars.
N ALEXANDER HAMILTON.
‘WasmiNeron, May 11th, 1824,

Note.—T must apologize for the extreme want of bre-
vity, and perhaps injudicious arrangement, of the matter
contained in the above report, with the remark, that, so
limited hasbeen my, time, that I have been unable even to
mazke a fair transcript. R .

In consequence of a communication received from the
‘Treasury Department, that it was the opinion of the Pre-
sident 1 ought to attend in this place, I arrived on the
evening of the 6th instant; and, on the tollowing day,
understanding that the President was about to make a
communication to Congress in relation to the Florida
commission, I have prepared, as an accompaniment, the
report I now submit.

‘ALEXANDER HAMILTON.

‘WasniNeron, 11i day, 1824,

Itake the libevly to suggest that, instead of an adju-
icatory commission, an agency oug’ht to be created and
established in 'Washington, to collect the claims and evi-
dence to be reported to Congress.
ALEXANDER HAMILTON.

Governors of Florida.
Zespedez, from ﬂ‘x‘e year 1784 to 17907

%I%ada, 1790 to 1796 l

‘White, ¢ 1796 to 1811 | parts of both
Estrada, (1st time) 1811 to 1812  years inclu-
Kindelan ‘@ 1812 to 1815 | sive.
Estrada, (2d time) 1815 to 1816

Coppinger, ‘e 1816 to 1821

It is of some importance to remark, that Zespedez,
%uesada, and White, were originally appointed by the

ings that Estrada, being the next in command, on the
death of White, he became temporarily his successor;
and that Kindelan and Coppinger were first appointe
by the ca{;tain general of Cuba.” The long administra-
tion of White, a period of fifteen years, affords a strong
corroboration of his general reputation for distinguishe
intelligence, integrity, and scrupulous correctness, wor-
thy of attention in adjudicating on the extravagant claims
reputed to be made by him. A.H.

A.
. [rransvaTion]. X .

The prolonged time of four months having expired on
the 19th instant, which the King, in his goodness, added
to the eighteen established by the treaty of peace for the
emigration of the British subjects, I consider it my in-
dispensable duty to inform your excellency of the ex-
treme decline of this proyince; unprofitable the abundant
variety of its excellent fimber; uncultivated the pleasant
banks of the navigable rivers ‘of St. Johns, St. Marys,
and Nassau, situated to the northward of this city and
that of Musquitos to the southward; the houses destroy-
ed that adorned their fertile margins; the plantations
abandoned which remunerated the industrious planter
with abundant crops; the roads and paths covered with
weeds and obstructions; and a general desolation reign-
ing in all the province to the very gates of this city, and
even within the same, not presenting to the sight, either
within or without, but unroofed edifices, threatening
ruin, or already fallen to_the ground; even the houses
which the subjects of his Majesty have purchased from
the English, impaired at the time of the purchase, are not .
repaired by them for want of funds—the greatest part
of the purchasers being dependant on the King’s pay,
and those not having received any part of their salaries
in money, relying on the rations of flour and salt meats
which, until now, have been supplied us on credit by fo-
reigners, and fresh beef, which I have supplied also on
credit, from an old Floridian, Don Francisco Sanchez.

This total want of money, besides the grief of having
suffered the same in the sight of a foreign nation, has
occasioned on this new-born Government various una-
voidable bad consequences; among others, were of their
being many of the Minorcans and others, who, at first,
that determined and desirous of remaining, by paying
attention to the emissaries of General Tonyn, who did
not neglect even calumnies to induce them to emigrate
to the British dominions: many have done so already.
compelled by the impossibilify of gaining their livelihood
for want of the circulation of money. The wretched-
ness, most excellent sir, has arrived to sucha degree,
that there are days in which the market being well sup-
plied with vegetables, all the gardeners together cannot
dispose to the value of one rial of their product. |

The superior penetration of your excellency will bring
to your consideration that,in an established Government,
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a chief can always, when the wants of the State or arrears
of the royal treasury make it necessary, use the most
prudent ways and means that his talent and zeal for the
royal service and public welfare may dictate to him.
But here, in a country which has just ceased to exist for
England, and is on the point of existing for Spain, there
are no other ways and means than that of applying

through the channel of your excellency, to_the paternai
love of the best of Kings, stating, with trankness and re-
spect, the melancholy situation of this growing common-
wealth.

This sketch, equally true as it is deplorable, of the ac-
tual situation of this province, is aﬂi)icting, and would
discourage me completely were I not sustained by the
well-founded hope which I have conceived, of seeing it
in time, by means of the benign hand of his Majesty and
patriotic zeal of your excellency, rise from its actual de-
cline to a state of vigor and utility. Its fertile soil, rich
pasturage, abundant variety of timber, and the facility
with which pitch, tar, turpentine, and rosin can be sup-
plied, as well as’its navigable rivers, in which, together
with the sea that washes its coasts, there abounds the
most delicious fish, proclaim it; and, above all, the com-
modiousness and goodness of the port of St. Marys (of
which I will forward your excellency a description and
plan, as soon as the engineer can execute the same) en-
sures it. This portis acknowledged to be that of the
greatest depth of water and easiest entrance of any on
the extensive coast of North America from the Gulf of
Mexico to New York, and consequently well adapted to
admit, with benefit to the royal service and to the com-
merce, those national vessels which have suffered any
damage going through the New Bahama channel would
not, in this manner, be obliged to enter American ports
to repair, as has been, and is the case. Besides this ad-
vantage in time of peace, it would afford, in case of a
rupture with Enigland or with the United States, the very
important one of affording a_secure asylum against the
Providence privateers, as well as against the Americans,
from whose ports that command the said channel, it would
be easy for them to injure our commerce.

“ For the attainment of such considerable benefits, and
re-establish vigor in this actually debilitated province, it is
necessary that the royal clemency deign to grant, as soon,
as possible, the most efficacious assistance in setflers and,
money. 'lz’our excellency being informed of the royal will,
it rests with you to make the dispositions which you may

nd suitable as r(cégarcls population; but, at the same time,
1 consider i my duty to set forth for your superior wis-
dom, that, if his Mugesty was pleased to admit as subjects,
as well as Spaniards, those foreigners who are Boman
Catholics, or are desirous of being converted to said holy
Juith, granting them,in fee simple, lands in proportion to
Zheir means and méustry, a number would come, who,
in @ short time, would be useful members of the commu-
nify;” and, believing in the ‘utility that can result to the
crown from such an admission, I enclose your excellenc;
by this opportunity a triplicate coFy of a manifest whic
I forwarded to the Count de Galvez in_my representa-
tion No. 53. The manifestis of Don Francisco Felipe
Fatio, whose services, and those of his son Don Luis,
J made known to the Count de Galvez in my representa~
tion No. 42, and of which I forwarded your excellency
a triplicate copy in another under No. 88;and I must
now further state, that, owing to the utility and merits
of both, I have thought proper to place on a plantation
(the oniy one remaining in the province) which they have,
situated on the river St. Johns, a sergeant and eight men,
hoping that their industry and experience will serve as
an incitement to others to imitate them.

As respects money, I respectfully conceive that it
would be beneficial, as soon as possible, to make a re-
mittance here of the sums and correspondent royal
orders, to make a begioning in the repairing, or rather the
rebull(img of all the works and public edifices of this
country. ~This alone would give spirit, energy,and sup-
port to this truly weak commonwealth.

I brought with me forty thousand dollars: this has not
only been consumed, but this treasury is indebted (that
for months does not receive one rial) a much greater sum,
the greater part to foreigners, who only wait the payment
thereof to quit the province.

God preserve your excellency many years.

ZESPEDEZ,

St. AveustiNe, FLorIDA, Lpril 29, 1785,

To his excellency Don Josk pE GALVEZ.

'B.
[TrANsLATION, ]
St. Avevsrive, FLorwa, May 8, 1785.
Mosr excriLenT Sm: The positive intelligence which
I received, some time since, of your excellency being ap-

pointed by his Majesty to go to that city, made me delay
(as it was not very urgent at that time) forwarding your
excellency the copy, which I now enclose you, of an edict
which I had published the 25th of September last, for the

.ends as expressed therein.

I must at the same time inform your excellency, that
some of the old Spanish proprietors have arrived, and
will arrive here, with the idea that each of them had a
right to take possession of their respective property, and
others, by virtue of powers and transfers, without any
other formality than that of saying, this formerly belong-
ed to me, or to my grandfather, or to my uncle, &ec.

I assure your excellency it would have been the great-
est pleasure and satisfaction to me, if 1 had thought my-
selt authorized to grant each one the possession of what
he could have proved to have been legitimately his form-
erly, but the following consideration, which I lay before
your excellency, have and do hinder me.

The King of Great Britain, in virtue of the treaty of
peace of the year 1763, considered all those lots, houses
and landed property of this_province, not pux‘chase(i
within the limited term by said treaty from the Span-
iards, to have devolved to the crown, and, as sovereign,
he made a donation of them to those he thought proper;
so that each legitimate English proprietor has ac wired
his landed property by purchase made from an old Flo-
ridian, or by a donation made by the British governors
in the name of their sovereign, under the royal seal of
the provinces and, as the last treaty of peace, (the only
rule that I have had to govern me,)a period of 18 months is
allowed from the ratification, and afterwards a prolonged
time to the British proprietors, according to the value of
their respective possessions, that they may. dispose of
their property and transport their effects, I have not
doubted a momentin permitting and approvmﬁ these pur-
chases, not only for the motivesset forth, but likewise for
the superior one of considering that,as all the landed pro-
perty of this country that was not purchased within the
specified term by the treaty of 1763, by the English from

e Spaniards, devolved to the sovereignty of the King of
Great Britain, in the same manner has devolved to his
Majesty, in virtue of the recent treaty of peace, all Eng-
lish property that has not been purchased by Spaniards
within the time specified by the last treaty.

This has been, and will be, my invariable answer to

all pretensions relative to the former Floridian property:
but, at the same time, I have mitigated my refusal, set-
ting forth the magnanimity of our benign sovereign, who,
without doubt, will attend with a pious breast to the
claims of every Floridian who proves having formerly
been the owner of property not transferred under the
sanction of the recent treatys as likewise stating that the
pension_assigned to those exiled, through the benign
generosity of his Ma,lestf was not done alone as a duty
of their sovereign, but ikewise in Justice as their pro-
tector and absolute owner of the landed property of this
province not actually purchased by Spaniards. But,
sufposmg for an instant that this property does not de-
volve by right or justice in his gift, even in that case it
would be beneficial for the public good that the King
should take possession thereof to avold the law suits an
disagreements which would undoubtedly arise_between
the old inhabitants and those who have lately (about
seventy in number) purchased houses and lots, confiding
in the clause of the treaty.

On the other hand, it appears to be hard to deny the
subjects, (I understand those who did not transfer their
property to Erﬁlfish subjects,) who abandoned their homes
to remain faithful to God and to_their sovereign, the
possession of an heritage founded by their ancestors, in
which they saw the first light of day as well as of re-
ligion. This consideration 1s of so much force, that the
public faith, pledged by the late treaty, giving permission
to the British to sell their property, can alone destroy its
and, consequently, to the Spaniards the permission of
purchasing it, remaining always in favor of the Flori-
dians who think of returning to their native country. The
great commisseration of our monarch, who is desirous to
relieve his faithful subjects, will, it is to be hoped, with
a liberal hand, protect the returning Floridians, granting
them, if Eossib e, their identical property, and, if not,
of that which has devolved to his royal person.

All the houses of this city in general are in a state of
ruing almost the half uninhahitable, and a great num-
ber of the whole tumbling to the ground, so that all the
inhabitants who have arrived, or may shortly arrive, will
be under the necessity of repairing or rebuilding.

As no person has purchased lands they bave ﬁevol.ved
to the crown, for which motive, besides the instructions
relative to the division of lots and houses, as approyed
by your excellency, I respectfully conceive that 1t is im-
portant, for the settlement of this country, that power
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should be given me as soon as possible to grant lands,
with preference o the old inhabitants of the country; af-
terwards to the Minorcans, or any other Spaniards who
may come to settle; and, lastly, to foreigners, in case his
Mg_}esg may think proper to admit the same as his
subjects.

I have thoughtit my indispensable obligation to inform
your excellency of the foregoing statement, for the pur-
pose of laying before the King these circumstances, so
important to the prosperity of this new-boern province,
that he may be pleased, according to the superior inform-
ation of your excellency, to issue those orders he may

jungedmost convenient. 1 ha
xod_preserve your excellency man ears
which I'wish and need. ¥ EES{;E)E)IS:'}Z ’
His excellency Count De Garvez.
C.
X Mexico, July 4th, 1785.
With the letter No. 72, of the 8th of May of the
present Kear, your lordship encloses me a copy of the
act which you issued on_the 25th of September of the
last year, and had publicly posted by hand-bills, for the
government of the Spaniards who had purchased from
the English landed or moveable property. Your lord-
ship also informing me of the decay of said houses,
and the consideration you have thought just in favor of
e old Floridiang, asking from me instructions for the
urpose of expediting to them, as well as any other
paniard or foreigner, lots and Jands for the improve-
mentof that country; inasmuch as regards the first point,
I inform your lordship, without hesitation, that the step
taken by you has appeared to me very proper; but, as re-
gards the same, as well as all the rest, I will inform his
excellency the minister of the Indies, that, by his supe-
rior prudence, such measures may be taken as are agree-
able to him, or may merit the approbation of the King.
God preserve your lordship many years.

n
EL CONB DE GALVEZ.
To his lordship Don Vicente M. oE Zesrepzz.

D.
Correspondent to represenfation No. 72.

. 00;3; of an edict which was publicly posted by hand-
bills, that all persons who had purchased, or may pur-
chase from Bntish subjects and other individuals, landed
or moveable property, they make the same known, so-
liciting with anticipation the formalization of deeds
whereby they may be secured and protected in their di-
rect possessions 1t being understood that, should it so
happen, that betore the term, as specified, until the 20th
of March, it is not closed, as it is ordered, any }lmrchase
or sat.llle that may be made will be considered nuil and of
no value,

IN THE crTY OF ST. AUGUSTINE, Sepfember 26, 1784.
His lordship, Don Vicente Manuel de Zespedez, briga-

dier general of the royal armies, governor and com-

mander-in-chief of this city and province, by his Ma-

Jesty:

VVE;reas, considering it convenient in refard to what
may occur as to debts, disagreements, and law suits, on
the purchase of houses, lands, slaves, or any other spe-
cies of landed or moveable property, made, or may here-
after be made, by Spanish subjects from the British, and
to obviate all discord, dispute, or injury that might here-
after arise on the subject; taking a step that will be effi-
cacious in lFutt&mg a stog to such results_as contrary to
the tranquillity and public utility: Havxp{i: therefore,
taken into consideration the only one which can be ap-
plied to gain such important ends, which is that of or-
dering that the contracts shall be made public instru-
ments: I, therefore, by these presents, do order that all

ersons who have purchased, or ma?f purchase, of said
%ritish subjects or of other individuals, landed or move-
able property in this said city, or its district, shall, in-
dispensably, and with the necessary anticipation, have
made_out the necessary deeds to secure and protect
them in the possession of the property so acquired, and
prevent the disturbance which has heretofore perplexed
them, applying for the same to the present notary of Go-
vernment with the sellers, these having first proved, in
this tribunal, the legitimate possession of the property
they are about transferring, as is already ordered and is
observeds which deeds must be stipulated and registered
in the protocol or register of the same with the accus-
tomed solemnities, and according to the laws of these
kingdoms; it being well understood that all purchases
and saleg that, before the 20th day of March next, are
not made according to the mode and circumstances
pointed out, shall be considered null and of no yalue:
and that the same be made known to all, obtaining by
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this method the most punctual observance, and that no
one plead ignorance, hand-bills shall be posted at the
places pointed out containing this resolution: and by
this which I decree, orderkslign and attest.
VICENTE MANUEL DE ZESPEDEZ.
Before me:
Carvos XmeENez, Notary of Government.

) [’I’RA.NSL:;TION.
[ For internal regulations of police, see page 624.]

F.
o [TRANSLATION.] .

‘With this date, I communicate fo the captain general
of the two Floridas, Count de Galvez, the following
royal order:

« [ﬁreeably to the report of the council of State, and
according to what your excellency has manifested in
your letter of preference, No. 56, and of the contents of
the copy enclosed from the governor of Louisiana, Don
Estevan Miro, relative to the difficulties arisimg as to the
removal of the English and American families esta-
blished at Baton Rouge, Mobile, Pensacola, and Natchez
from said provinces, according fo the last treaty of peace,
his Majesty has been pleased to approve the intimation
given by your excellency to the said governor, thatno
steps be taken as regard said families, being his royal
will that, for the ti?lresent, they continue to have permis-
sion to reside at the place they now inhabit, with the in-
dispensable regt.nsxte that they take a solemn oath of fi-
delity and obedience to his Majesty, and not to exceed
the limits in which they are at present situated, without
obtaining from the Government an express license for
that purpose. That those who do not comply with these
Jjust conditions shall immediately leave the country, by
sea, for the colonies of North America, on their own ac-
count; or, if not in their power, then on the King’s, who
shall repay himself out of their property as soon ‘as it
may be possible. That this same concession be extended
to the inhabitants of East Florida, so far asmay be ada{)t-
ed to them; and thatin Natchez, and other parts of Flo-
rida where it may be necessary, there be established
parishes of Irish clergymen, who may bring over said
colonists, their children, and_ families, to our religion,
with that softness and persuasion which it advises.”

With the end that this royal resolution have the neces-
sary course and happy results which his Majesty pro-
mises himself, it is necessary that your excellency (rely-
ing on your knowledge, and the mformation given you
by Governors Miro and Zezpedez) form a plan, or regu-
lation, of the course to be observed in said parishes
setting forth the number of clergymen to be_employe(i
therein; it being understood that, this date, I inform the
Bishop™ of Salamanca in order that he may choose, in
the mean time, four, of known zeal, virtue, and learn-
ing, of those in that university, or in any other part where
they may be found. And I forward a copy of this royal
resolution to the said governors for their information and
compliance therewith. God, &c. .

I communicate the same by order of his Majesty, for
the purposes therein expressed. - God preserve your lord-
ship many years, The Prado. A%‘Il 5th, 1786,

MARQUIS DE SONORA.
To the Governor of Augustine, Florida.

St. Aveusting, FLorIDA, August 12th, 1791,
Make copy of this royal order in the royal accountant’s
office, and return the original to this Government office.
QUESADA.

Nofe~~Under date of the foregoing decree, a copy
was made of this royal order, which remains in the ac-
countant’s office under my charge, and the original re-
turned to the Government office, as ordered in the same

decree.
GONZALO ZAMORANO.

I, Francis J. Fatio, secretary of the Board of Land
Commissioners for, the district of East Florida, do cer-
tify that the foregoing is a true and correct translation
from a document 1n the Spanish language.

F. J. FATIO.
St. Aveusting, E. F., Jenuary 9th, 1824.

[TRANSLATION. ]

To the GovERNOR: . .
Don Zephaniah Kinglsley, new settler of this province,
to your excellency respectfully showeth:

That a period of ten years has elasped since he
came to establish himself in the same, and enjoy the
rights and privileges conceded to the new settlers, in vir-



746

PUBLIC LANDS.

[No. 413,

tue of the different royal orders which have been pro-
mulgated inviting population. With this motive your
memorialist has introduced seventy-four, negroes belong-
ing to him, for the sole object of dedicating them to agri-
culture and the working of the Jands; which, according
to the quantity set forth by this Government, appertain-
ing to_him according to the number of workers he pre-
sented, having no other views of speculation or injury to
the public finance by the right of 1mporting, free of du-
ties, goods, as many otl_lers?mve done, abusing and plac-
inga wron%interpretatwn on the royal gifts, but that his
object has been always that of promoting the industry,
and occupying the only place for which they were invit-
ed; whereas, when other settlers, in their name, and for
their particular interest, have enjoyed the_privileges for
the purpose of exempting them from paying the duties
due the nation, your memorialist has left a well-known
advantage in the exportation of his crops. No person
can fail to know that the settlers who are most to be de-
sired in this province are those who, from the moment
of their reception, dedicated themselves to the cultiva-
tion of the land. Of this class your memorialist was, and
has ever been, so that as soon as he brought in his ne-
groes, no delay or excuse should be admitted for the con-
cession of three thousand eight hundred acres of land,
which, accordmﬁ to the regulations made for the parti-
tion thereof, belonged to him at the rate of fifty acres
for each worker, and one hundred for himself as head of
a family. But your excellency, as well as every other
sensible man, will not be surprised to hear thaf, when
f)our memorialist presented himself to thelate governor,
on Enrique White, praying that the lands émuld be
granted him, he answered that they were reserved for
the poor, settlers, and other similar expressions, delaying
im until your memorialist tired, and not havin%wherein
to employ his negroes, he resolved fo acquire lands by
ﬁurchase. Your excellency, according to the royal or-
ers on the subject, will see at_once the sovereign will,
and it is not reasonable to believe that the lands were
alone to be granted to poor persons, when the gift ex-
tends according to the number of laborers each person
may have, directing the lands should be measured and
laid off free of expense; and eyvery prudent mind will
discern that, if it was not the incitement of obtaining the
lands gratis, and that the quantity promised should be
given them, no person having so numerous a gang of ne-
groes as {our memorialist wonld have presented them-
selves. Wherefore, taking advantage of the said sove-
reign [flft:s, which have been made known for the purpose
of inducing settlers to come, the memorialist does not
ask for more than that belonging to him by right, and
with justice, and confiding in the noble sentiments of
your excellency, so well known, induces him to pray
that you will be pleased grant him the three thousand
eight hundred acres which ought to have been conceded
to him, without al(lly 1‘:;‘ef:e:it whatever, when he moved his
. abode, and placed himself under the protection of his
Cathoilc Majesty, as, by not having granted to him said
gifts, it was also notfulfilling the sovereign will, under
which security the memorialist came fo establish himself.
‘With this view, should your excellency be pleased to
accede to this prayer, as your, memorialist hopes, accord-
ing to a right so manifest, which he has never abandoned,
and that an arbitrary proceeding alone could have de-
prived him then of what all the other settlers enjoyed, he
will point out the lands and places unseated, for his set-
tlement, on this side the river St. Johns, or wherever
may be most convenient for the cultivation of grain, and
principally rice, to which he proposes dedicating him-
self, that 1t may serve as an_incitement to other inhabit-
ants, making known the advantages of its production,
and the utility that would result in the settlement of the
province, which he hopes to receive from the impartial
administration of justice of your e.\:cellencﬁ.\I
Z.KINGSLEY.

ST. AveusTINg, Froripa, January 5, 1814,

St. AveusTINg, January 26, 1814,

For the purpose of awarding what may belong thereto,
add, in confinuation, a copy of the royal order which
treats of the admission of settlers and foreigners, and the
regulation for the partition of lands made by this Govern-
ment according tosaid royal gift, and that lastly amended
}‘%ngy predecessor, the Brigadier General Don Enrique

hite, certified by the present notary, with reference to
his a;‘ciuve.s of the number of slaves it appears Don Ze-
phaniah Kingsley has introduced, after which present the

same.
KINDELAN.

Juaxn »E ENTRALGO,
Notary of Governmend,

Before me:

EDICT.

Don Juan Nepomuceno de Quesada, colonel of the royal
armies, and commander-in-chief of this city and pro-
vince of St. Augustine, Florida, by his Majesty:

. Whereas by the last packet which arrived at this port,
his excellency the captain general of this province en-
closes me, under date of the 29th of November of the
last year, the following royal order:

ROYAL ORDER. .

No settler shall be admitted in Louisiana or in Florida
should they pretend to have their transportation to those
provinces, and maintenance there for some time, paid by
the royal treasury. That those foreigners alone will be
received who may, of their own free will, present them-
selves and swearallegiance to his Majesty, to whom there
shall be granted and measured lands gratis in gfoporhon
to the working hands each family may haye. "That the
shall not be molested in matters of religion, althoug|
there shall be no other public worship than the Catholic.
That there shall be given them no other assistance or aid
than lands, protection, and good treatment, each family
having the right of taking with them their property of any
description, all free from dutiess but, in case of export-
ing the same to any other place, they shall pay the six
per cent. as established, and obliging” them only to take
up arms in defence of the province should an enemy in-
vade the same. In virtue of which I order the same to
be published for the present, that it may be made known
to all, being understood that only those shall be admitted
asresident settlers who, besides their good conduct and
honorable proceedings, are good farmers and mechanics,
who are beneficial to the settlement and advancement of
the province, for which purpose there shall be granted
them the gifts set forth in the inserted royal order. Itis
also made known to those who have obtained lands in
the mean time from this Government, that they present
themselves to the same within the space of two months
for the purpose of asking and obtaining the requisite title
of property from the office of the Government secretary,
from whence the necessary orders will be issued after
having registered the same in the notary’s office. And
that it may serve as an incitement to all, I order, accord-
ing to the powers I am vested with, and make known for
the present that the grants be of one hundred acres to
each father of a family, and fifty to each white person,
or of color, of which said family is composed; also,
that if persons are desirous of obtalning a greater quan-
tity of land, and there being a probablﬁty.qf their culti-
vating the same, they shall obtain an additional number
of athousand acres; it being understood that, in all the
concessions, the utility and not the quality of the lands
shall be attended to, so that each person shall acquire a
pmﬁortwnate quantity of each, as also that the width of
each of said concessions must be only the third partof the
length, and said length must not extend on the banks
of the rivers and cree s, but towards the interior of the
lands, resting always with the Government the care of
rewarding or. punishing, with additional expenses, or ab-
solute privation, as time shall discover, the merit, appli-
cation, advantages, of the agriculturists, or the contrary
vices.

St. AveusTINE, FrLORIA, 20¢h November, 1790,

A copy from the original, I attests
OMINGO RODRIGUEZ DE LEON,
Notary of Government.

Don Enrique White, colonel of the royal armies, civil
and military governor, and chief of the royal finance of
this city and province of St. Augustine, Florida, by
his Majesty, &c.

‘Whereas, it being necessary_ to vary and modify, in
part, the rules and conditions which this Government had
established for the concessions and divisions of lands to
the new settlers, in consideration of the actual circum-
stances, on account of the great number of persons com-
ing to enjoy the favors and privileges which his Majesty

granted to those who may come to establish them-
selves in this province, many abuses have arisen on the
part of those grantees: Under the system and object
which influenced the Government at that time in the pro-
secution of that plan, those as well as other inconve-
niences which experience has demonstrated, have plainly
shown that they may tend to the hindrance of the ad-
vancement and progperity of the province, for which
reason, and to remedy the same, I have thought proper,
and ordered that the rules prescribed in the following
articles be observed for the future:

1st. That, whenever the new settlers shall take the
customary oath of allegiance, they shall declare exactly
the number of their children, their sexes, and ages, and
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in consideration of which lands will be allotted them,
excepting thozse under eight years of age.

2d. That to each head of a family there shall be grant-
ed fifty acres of land, and an equal quantity to a single
person, widow, or widower, and to the children or slaves
of sixteen years, twenty-five acres each, but, from the
age of eight to sixteen years, they shall be granted fifteen
acres each.

3d. That to those employed in the town, of whatever
class they may be, if lands be granted_them, or to their
slaves, it shall be with the express condition of their cul-
tvating the same within one month of the concession;
being understood that, if they fail in so doing, it shall be
granted to whomsoever shall denounce and lawfully
prove the same. L. . .

4th, That all concessions in which no time is specified
shall become extinct, and shall be considered as null, if
the persons to_whom they are made do not take posses-
sion and cultivate the same within the space of six
months. .

5th. That to none of those who cede or convey their
lands to others under pretence of selling the improve-
ments, there shall be granted them more Tands in futures
nor shall these transfers or conveyances be admitted if
done without the consent of Government. N

6th. Notwithstanding what is stated in the foregoing
article, if it should suit any settler to change his situation,
if he desires it, granting him lands in the place he may
choose, but on consideration of giving up the improve-
ments of the land he left for the benefit of the royal re-
venue, which will preyent the abuse of the transfers and
sales which are prohibited, under any pretext whatever,
unltil the proper time pointed out in the former plan or
rules.

7th. That, on the landsnot fit for cultivation, but have
timber, or that are only proper for pastures, for which
purpose alone they have been solicited, the owner can-
not prevent any person from cutting and appropriating
the timber to his own use who may preseut themselves
with an order from the Government, but it is understood
that it shall not injure the owner thereof.

8th. That all those who shall, for the future, ask for
lands, must indicate a fixed spot from whence the mea-
surement must commence, which will be the cause o
avoiding the mistakes and disputes which, by that fault,
have been experienced, particularg a short time back.

9th. That all persons who shall have abandoned or
discontinued the cultivation, nor actually cultivates the
lands which at any period shall have been measured to
them by the surveyor general, although they have obtain-
ed the corresponding title of ﬁroperty from the notary’s
office, they shall lose their right to the same, and shall be
given to any person not having lands for cultivation, who
shall legally prove that said lands have been uncultivat-
ed at least two years following. And, for the punctual
ubservance of what has been set forth, and that no person
may plead ignorance, I order that copies be posted up in
the public places of this city, as is customary, and that
one be transmitted to the brevet captain of militia com-
mandant of the same, and commissioned judge of the
rivers St. Johns and St. Marys, Don John ¥ qQ}l}lee.n,
that he may cause it to be made known to those inhabit-
ants. St. Augustine, October 12, 1803,

A ENRIQUE WHITE.
By order of his excellency: :

JosE DE ZUBIZARRETA,
Notary of the Governmend.

Conformable to their originals remaining on filein the
archives under my charge, to which I refer, and agreeable
to what is ordered, I seal and sign the present copy, in
St. Augustine, Florida, the 27th of January, 1814.

JUAN DE ENTRALGO,
Notary pro tem. of Government.

In the most ample and proper manner, I certify and
attest that, in various proceedings filed in the archives
under my charge, it appears thatj)on Zephaniah Kings-
ley has introduced into this province, for the cultivation
ofy lands, seventy-four negroes as his property, viz.
twenty-five of them in the schooner Laurel, from the
port of St. Thomas, the 5th of May, 1804; ten ditto, the
25th of June, of the same year, in the schooner Laurel,
alias Juanita, from the Havana; sixteen ditto in the sloop
Fish (Pez) from Charleston, the 15th of July, 18063 three
ditto in the schooner Esther, from the Havana, the 21st
of October, 1806; and ten ditto in the schooner industry,
from Georgia, the 9th of March, 1808. Aund thatit may
be made known, and in compliance with what is ordered
in the foregoing decree, Iseal and sign the present in St.
Augustine, Florida, the 27th of January, 1814.

JUAN DE ENTRALGO,

Natary pro tem. of Goverrunent.

St. AveusTINE, 28th January, 1814.

Having seen, let it be made known that Don Zepha-
niah Kingsley has a right to, and is worthy of the conces-
sion of three thousand three hundred acres of land
which ought to have been granted_him when he took the
oath of aﬁegiance, and came to this province to establish
himself as a new settler, according to the number of se-
venty-four slaves which is known he has introduced,and
will be seen by the preceding certificate of the present
notary, regulated at fifty acres for each of them, and one
hundred for the athcant as head of a family, which
this Government allowed agreeably to the royal order
communicated by his excellency the captain general of
the island of Cuba, the 29th of November, 1790, relative
to the admission of settlers, which, copied, is found add-
ed to these proceedings, and was in force when the
aforesaid Kingsley took the said oath, being prior to the
new regulations made by this same éovemment, in the
year 1803, for the partition of lands.

KINDELAN.,
Before me: _ Juan pe EnxtrALGO, :
Notary pro tem. of the Government.

[TRANSLATION. ]

I acknowledge the information given me by your lord-
ship, under date of the 16th of September last, relative
to Don Tomas Wooster, whose conduct and transactions

ave cause for his leaving that province by order of the

overnment, of which I will inform his Majesty.

Relative to the introduction of families from Ireland,
which your lordship proposes, I cannot accede on other
terms than strictly adhering to what the Xing has advis
ed me on the subject, and herewith transcribe the same
for your lordship’s government: . .

. ¥ No settlers shall be admitted in Louisiana or in Flo-
rida, should they pretend to have their transportation to
these provinces, and maintenance there for_some time,
paid by the royal treasury. That those foreigners alone
will be received who may, of their own free will, present
themselves and swear allegiance to his Majesty; to whom
there shall be granted and measured lands, gratis, in
proportion to the working hands each family may have.
That they shall not be molested in matters of religion,
although there shall be no other public worship than the
Catholic. That there shall be given them no other as-
sistance or aid than lands, protection, and good treat-
ment—each family having t}!e right of taking with them
their property of any description, all free from duties;
but, in case of exporting the same to any other place
they shall pay the six per cent. as established; and oblig-
ing them only to take up arms in defence of the province
should an enemy invade the same.”

. To which rules your lordship must adherein any soli-
citude that may occur under similar circumstances.
God preserve your lordship many years, Havana, Octo-

ber 29, 1790,
. . LUIS DE LAS CASAS.
His lordship Don Juan Neroxuceno pE QuEsapa.

St. AveusTINE, FLoRDA, December 12, 1790,
Take an account at the royal accountant’s office. [A
flourish.] .
An account was taken in the accountant’s office under

my charge.
GONZALO ZAMORANO.
St. AveustiNg, Frorma, 12th December, 1790,

I
[ TrRaNsLATION. ]
St. AveustiNe, Froria, October 20, 1798,

Most exceLLENT S1r: Under date of the 20th Novem-
ber, 1791, index the 3d, No. 5, my predecessor transmit-
ted to his excellency Don Pedro de Lerena, a document
relative to the valuation of the houses and lots which de-
volved to the royal patrimony on account of the aban-
donment thereof by the British when this province was
taken possession of in the name of his Majesty.

By the decree which heads the said document, of
which X forward your excellency a copy, No. 1, it was
determined that the purchasers should pay the annual
rent of five per cent. until the determination of the Kings
and the royal accountant’s office having determined to
collect what was due since that period, on account of the
scarcity of funds at that time in this royal treasury a
number of individuals have refused to make said pay-
ment; in consequence of which a suit was entered into,
of which I likewise forward your excellency document
No. 2, establishing their refusal, on the ground fhaf, as
lands 'had been granted gratis tfo the foreigners, with
more reason ought the nafive subjects of his Majesty to
be attended to. .

. It is manifest,most excellent sir, that the King, desir-
ing the improvement and settlement of this country, he
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has determined that lands in the country should be given
gratis to the foreigners, or NATIVES, who may come fo
seftle them; but, in no wise, that lots and houses in the
city should be granted them, as in the present case. And
seeing, with sorrow, the too great increase of this city in
shops and taverns, without any increase in agriculture
and other branches of commerce, which is the most es-
sential for the prosperity of this possession of our sove-
reign; with this information, and with a view of the ac-
companying testimony, I hope that your excellency will
inform me of the will of his Majesty not only as relates
to this affair, but also in the principal, which, as I have
already mentioned, my prezﬂzcessor transmitted in the
year *91, without having in all this period received any
determination; and thereby causing great injury to the
interests of the King, by the displeasure which a suspen-
sion of so many years occasions the people in an affair

of this nature. ~God preserve your excellency many
years. H. W.
His excellency Don Francisco SaAvEDRA.

J.
[TRANSLATION. ]

COMMUNICATED.
Mavrip, July 9th, 1801,
Take an account thereof in the northern department
of the accountant general’s office of the Indies.
PEDRO APARICI.

S1. Avcusting, Floride, Feb. 18th, 1802,
Take an account of this royal letter patent in the ac-
countant office, and be it afterwards annexed to the pro-
ceedings on the subject, and it will be delivered to the

attorney general, that he may give me his opinion
thereon, ENRIQUE WHITE.

St. AveusTiNg, FLORIDA, Fed. 18th, 1802.
An account of this royal letter patent was taken in the
principal accountant’s office under my c}me.
GONZALO ZAMORANO.

Having seen, let what his Majesty orders in his royal
patent of the 17th of June last be kept, complied with,
and executed, posting the same by _hanti—bxlls in the cus~
tomary places, and inserting, particularly as relates to
the royal donation and grant ‘of houses and lots which,

The King to the governor and commander-in-chief of by appertaining to his royal domain, were sold here in

the Province of St. Augustine, Florida.

In a letter dated November 20th, 1791, your predeces-
sor gave an account, with accompanying documents, of
the steps he had taken, and according to which the sale
of the lots and houses relinquished by the English, and
becoming part of my royal domain, agreeably to the third
article of the preliminary treaty of peace concluded with
that power, as also in regard to what had taken place re-
lative to certain estates owned by the widow Donna Isa-
bel Perpall, purchased from the English in a suspicious
manner, but she not only_being a widow, but poor, a
Spaniard, and very possibly having acted with the
most honest intentions, which makes her, deserving of my
royal clemency, and a number of other inhabitants being
nearly in the same case, suspected of having purchase

houses; some after the time allowed the English to sell,
- and others without his consent and intervention; and,
although it was necessary to make a minute examination
he neglected doing the same, thinking it would be goo
for the service; and, observing that said buildings were
falling to decay, he ordered their sale at public auction,
a valuation being first made by skilful persons, with the
proviso, that those taking said propert; should give se-
curity for the payment of the materials and lots when
he thought it convenient, and repair said houses in the
course of one year, paying in the meantime five per cent.
annually, which was accordmil.y so done, after the pur-
chasers had consented to pay him the principal amount.
and having verified the sale, the fotal thereof amounted
to 157,974 reals and a quartilla, including the value of
the houses said to appertain to_the above named Dona
Isabel Perpall, to Mateo Martinez Hernandez, and to
Don Manuel de Herrera, which were declared as belong-
ing to my royal domain on account of their sale being

se. And, lastly, in your letter of the 20th of October,
298, you stated, with proof, that some refused the pzzg-
ment of five per cent., founding their objections on_the
grants of lands made to foreigners establishing themselves
in that colony, and that the houses and lots in that city
were not comprehended in those grants; and, seeing the
continued increase therein of taverns and shops, without
any improvement whatever in agriculture and other sta-
ples of commerce, you gave an account for my royal re-
solution not only of this incident, but likewise of the
other, pending from the time of your predecessor. Hav-
ing observed, in my Council of Iyrlldies, the opinion of my
fiscal, with the information on that subject given by the
accountant ieneral’s office, and consulting on the same
the 17th of April last, I have resolved to remit, in favor
of those indebted to the finance, the payment of the capi-
tal and interests on the houses  and lots they acquired,
and approve the sale and other steps as taken by your
said predecessor, giving to each a fitle of possession and
property that they may be secured hereafter in the pos-
session of said estate, it being thus my will; and let an
account of the present be taken in the said accountant
general’s office. Dated at Aranjuez, the 17th of June,
1801, i 1, THE KING.

By order of the King, our master:
NToNIO PorcEL.

OFFICIAL.

. To the Governor of Florida, informing him of hav-

ing remitted, in favor of those indebted to the finance,

of, in that the payment of the capital and interests on

the houses and lots they acquired at the transfer of

glle country by the English, and so forth, as expressed
erein.

the year 1791, with the yearly interest of five per cent.
on the value of the property to which the purchasers
bound themselves:—let the royal approbation of said
sale be likewise published; and, in consequence of the
same royal gift, let the mortgages given them by the pur-
chasers on_ said property be_cancelled, and those which
progressively have been made over to other proprietors
to whom said property was transferred by the origin
owners, at the same time, for the security of theseiast;
let the conveyances of the royal donation be drawn out,
to which, for the security and possession of legitimate
possessors, let the royal favor be also extended. And, in
respect to the doubts which took place as to_the legiti-
mate ownership of the property in the possession of Dona
Isabel Perpall, Mateo Martin Herpandez, and Don
+Manuel de Herrera, in the proceedings relative to the
sale of said lots and houses, which were, notwithstanding,
sold as the others_as belonging to the royal domain, in-
form them in particular, or therr legitimate agents, of the
royal patent, that it isalso extended to the aforesaid pro-
perty, that they may make use of all their right upon
which, and in all incidents relative thereto, and which,
in this general provision, cannot be taken into conside-
rations other provisions will progressively be made, and,
as the cases and circumstances may require, of all which
the fiscal representation shall be informed with respect
to what concerns his duty.
‘WHITE.

Licenciare OrTEGA.

Don Enrique White, colonel in the royal army, civil
and gnilitaxf—y governor of the city of St. Augustine and
province of Kast Florida, for his Majesty, provided the
foregoing, which he signed, after having consulted his
lieutenant, auditor of war, and assessor general, on the
18th of March, 1802,

JOSE DE ZUBIZARRETA,
Government Notary.

St, Augnstine, same day, month, and year, I notified
e foregoing act to Don Gonzalo Zamorano, accountant
of the royaf finance, to take cognizance of the same;
which I attest.
ZUBIZARRETA, Notary.

K.

Don Enrique White, colonel of the royal armies, go-
vernor, political and military chief of the royal revenue
of this place, and province of St. Augustine, in East
Florida, for his Majesty, &e.:

Forasmuch as it is proper Earﬂy to vary and modify
the rules and conditions which the Government had es-
tablished for the concessions and divisions of lands to the
new settlers; considering the actual circumstances which,
on account of the great number of applications, and to
distribute the favors and privileges which his Majesty has
granted to those who may come to establish themselves
in this province, many abuses, on the part of those new
settlers, have arisen under the system which Govern-
ment, to grosecu_te their plans, had there established;
which, and other inconveniences since by experience de-
monstrated, have made it evident that they may tend to
the prejudice and hindrance of the advancement of the
province: for which reason, and to remedy them, I com-
mand and ordain that, for the future, the following rules
and regulations shall be observed:

1. t af the time when any of the new settlers shall
take the oath of fidelity and vassalage, asis customary,

ey shall declare exactly the number of their children,
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sexes, and agess in proportion to which lands will be al-
Jotted to them, excepting those under ejght years of age.

2. That to every head of a family shall be granted fifty
acres of land; an_equal quantity to a single person or
widow; and to children or slaves, from sixteen and up-
wards, twenty-five acres; but, from the age of eight to
sixteen, they shall only be allowed fifteen acres each.

3. That to those em%loyed about town, of whatsoever
description, if lands should be given for themselves or
slaves to cultivate, it shall be with the express condition
of their beginning to cultivate it withina month; in fail-
ure of which, it shall be granted to whomsoever shall im-
prove it, and enter comsiamt. . . L.

4. That all concessions of lands in which no timeis
specified, shall expire and be annulled if the person to
whom they are made shall not appear to cultivate and
take possession of them within the space of six months._

5. PI‘hat: to none of those who cede or convey their
lands to_others under pretence of selling their improve-
ments, shall be granted any lands in future; nor shall
these cessions or conveyances be admitted, if done with-
out the consent of Government. _

6. Notwithstanding what is said in the foregoing ar-
ticle, if it should suit any settler to change his situation,
it will be permitted—if he desires, grant him lands where
he may wish, but on express condition of giving up the
improvements of the lands he left for the benefit of the
royal revenue, on purpose to hinder the abuse of trans-
fers or sales, which are prohibited, under that pretext,
until the right time prefixed in the former rules in place.

7. That, in those lands which are not fit for cultiva-
tion, but only for pasture or woodland, and under which
title they have been granted, the owner shall not be em-
powered to hinder any person, presenting, henceforth,
an order of Government, from cutting down the trees,
and appropriating them to his own use; but it shall be
understood the possession should not be injured by it.

8. That all those who shall solicit lands for the fu-
ture, must indicate a fixed spot from whence the measure-
ment begins, on purpose to avoid disputes; too many of
which have been already experienced.

9. That every person who shall have abandoned or
discontinued cultivating, or not actually cultivates, the
lands which, at any period, shall have been measured to
him by the surveyor general, even after he has obtained
the corresponding title of proprietorship from the officer,
shall lose his n'gint to them, and they shall be given to
any one not haying land already, by proving, summarily,
that they have laid uncultivated at least two following

ears.
Y And, for the punctual observance of what has been
said, and that no one may plead ignorance, I order copies
of this to be stuck up in the public places of the city, as
is customary, and another shall be transmitted to the
captain graduatiate of the militia, commander of them,
and commissioned judge of the rivers St. Johns and St.
Marys, Don Juan McQueen, who shall make it known

to those inhabitants.
ENRIQUE WHITE.
St. AvGUSTINE, 12th October, 1803,
Signed by the secretary:

Jose pE ZUBIZARRETA.

And translated by the public interpreter:
ERNARDUS SANCHEZ.
October 20th, 1803,

L.
To the CAPTAIN GENERAL: .

For the purpose of avoiding the abuses which have been
experienced in the granting of lands to the new settlers,
without certain restrictions that will oblige them to culti-
vate the same, I have thought it convenient to establish
the rulesin the accompanying document, which I forward
your lordship for your intelligence and approval.

My predecessor had assigned one hundred acres of
land to the fathers of families, and fifty to each child and
slave, whether full grown or small—a quantity really ex-~
cessive, and could only have taken place at that time in
which there were very few strangers who came in solici-
tude of lands; but, at present, there are many who come,
and, consequently, there would result the greatest injury
in the improvement of the province unless said number
of acres be diminished, on account of its being more than
one individual can cultivate in a year, even divided in
three parts, for the purpose of giving rest to the lands,
which circumstance I have also had present for the de-
duction which has been made. .

God preserve your lordship many years. St. Augus-
tine, Florida, October 15th, 1803,

‘WHITE.

The Marquis b SOMERUELOS,

M.

Don Enrique White, colonel of the royal armies, civil
and military governor of this city and province, and
superior chief of the royal finance:

‘Whereas, on the 12th of Qctober, 1803, I thought pro-
per to have published an edict in which were prescribed
various rules to remedy the many abuses and disorders
as committed on the part of those obtaining lands, and
ordering, in the ninth article of the said edict, that all
persons having abandoned, or that may not have continued
cultivating, or do not actually cultivate, the lands which
may have been measured for them at any time by a sur-
veyor, although the necessary title of possession should
have been given them from the notary’s office, they would
lose their right to them, and would be given to any per-
son who, not having lands to cultivate, would lawfully
prove, in a summary manner, that said fands were with-
out cultivation for at least two years in succession: itis
now made known that the improvements or buildings
remaining on the lands thus abandoned or uncultivated
in the specified time, their value shall be appropriated in
favor of the royal finance, as a deposite, until a new de-
termination. And that it may be made known to all per-
sons, I order copies to be posted in the customary places,
and that another be transmitted to the brevet captain of
militia, and commandant of the same, and commissioned
judge of the rivers St. Johns and St. Marys, Don Juan
Mciueen, that he may make the same known to the in-
habitants thereof.

St. AveusTINg, FrLoRIDA, 2d April, 1805,

N.
Epict oF GovernorR WHITE.

DMeans for restraining the disorders concerning lands,
and the various frauds and abuses which are commit-
ted against the royal revenue, by the new settlers in this
province of East Florida.

1st. That it shall not be germitted to any settler, of
whatsoever condition, to hold land, slaves, or other pro-
perty in the province, if he do not reside in it;_obliging
all to a fixed and permanent residence, and assigning to
those who do not comply the term of one month to with-
draw their slaves, and one year to sell their lands, and
whatever property they may have acquireds; and that,
after the expiration of the aforesaid term, the Jands which
they shall not have transferred, and the slaves found in
the é)roviuce, be forfeited in favor of the royal treasury.

2d. That the new settler shall not be reputed a subject
of his Majesty who is absent from the ﬂrovince a year, or,
at most, two successive years, and shall lose the lands
granted hims and, also, be obliged to satisfy the duties
on the merchandise he may have introduced, discounting
them from the surety given for the protection of the
King’s droits, in case he emigrate from the province be-
fore the term, as is expressed below.

3d. That tothe new settler who, at the time of taking
the oath of fidelity and allegiance, declares himself to be
married, and has not brought his wife and family with
him, a positive term shall be assigned_for him to bring
them; and, in case he does not comply, he shall incur the
gepaltles prescribed in the foregoing article—the same

eing observed towards him who avers that he is not

married, and conceals it in his oath.

4th, That a title of property shall not be despatched
for the lands granted until after ten years® possession;
the certificate which is delivered by the secretary when
the lands are granted, and the survey of the surveyor
general in conformity with it, being, until that period,
sufficient to protect the interested.

5th. That the inhabitant who shall solicit full property
of the lands granted to him shall give proof that he has
cultivated them for ten successive years, with the slaves
or laborers of his family corresponding with the number
of acres granted him, and that he has complied with the
other established conditions. 'The said proof being ren-
dered, it shall pass to the fiscal of the royal revenue, that
he may expound what is presented to him, and promote
such information as he may judge properin opposition
to that of the interested, determining the proceeding in
the contradictory judgment, .

6th. That the chllcﬁ'ex} of a family whose parents have
emigrated from the province, shall have no right to claim
a title, in full property, of lands granted to them, al-
though they had been possessed of them more than the
ten prescribed years, unless they had continued in the
possession and cultivation of them with written permis-
sion from the Government, in which case they shall be
delivered a title of full property, if it be solicited. The
proof required in the preceding article having been given,
and that always, after the absence of their 'fa..rents, the
had remained constantly in the province. Thisrule shaﬁ
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be observed as regards children whose parents may die
in the said province.

7th. That those who have lands that have been ceded
or transferred to them by others with the consentand
permission of the Government, shall have the same time
allowed to them as their principals had, to claim, in due
time, the titles of property; which shall be despatched
to them after the requisite proof that they, and those
they derive from, have complied with the conditions of
the grants. .

sth. That, at the time of receiving the oath of fidelity
and allegiance of the new settlers, there shall be pre-
scribed Ey Government a specified period for the impor-
tation_of merchandise he manifests to be his property,
according to the distance from whence he came, paying
the import duties on these articles he may afterwards
introduce. . .
. 9th. That the new settler shall satisfy the duties on
importation, who, at the time of taking his oath, declares
it to be his intention to sell his houses, lands, and other
property, in order to introduce the amount in negroes
and impiements of agriculture, and afterwards, on the
contrary, he would do it in merchandise, which would
give room for many frauds, and would elude the provi-
sion of the former article.

10th. Thatin case any new settler shall declare that
he owns houses, lands, credits, &ec., and shall make it
appear that he desires to introduce the value of said_pro-
perty and credit in merchandise, a certain term will be
appointed for their introduction, free of duties, as is pro-
vided in the foregoing 8th article.

11th. That if it be proved that any new settler has in-
troduced, as his own, merchandise belonging to foreigners
or inhabitants of the province, defrauding thus the royal
revenue, all the effecis which may be seized shall be
confiscated, giving the third part of the value thereof to
the informer, if there should be one, after having deduct-
ed the costs of court; and, further, the delinquents and
their accomplices be pums’hed by imprisonment or ba-
nishment, for such a number of years as may be held fit:
and that, in_case of ;froof of the crime, no goods should
be found, there shall be exacted from the delinquents
and accomplices a considerable fine. .

12th. That no new settlers shall be permitted to go
into the dominions of his Majesty, if they have notat
least resided four years constantly in the province.

13th. That every new settler, a captain or owner of a
vessel, who may desire to pass in her to the Havana, or
any other of his Majesty’s dominions permitted, loaded
with the produce of the country, shall have permission,
giving security, in the value of the vessel, for her return
into the province, .

14th. That there be not admitted on the roll of the ves-
sels destined to the dominions of his Majesty any new
settlers who are not mariners by profession, and goin a
fixed situation gaining a salary, excepting from this rule
those who have _compTeted' the term of residence in the
province prescribed by article 12th.

15th. That every new settler who declares any mer-
chandise to be his property, shall give surety, in propor-
tion as he goes, on introducing them, in the term which
is assigned 1n his oath for the security of the royal duties,
which he must pay if he emigrates from the province
before the ten years of his establishment.

16th. That, n case it be proved that any new settler
navigates with Spanish and American papers at the same
time, or with those of any other foreign nation, the vessel
and cargo shall be confiscated, giving the third part of
the value to the informer, if there should be one, after
sa.tisﬁytr)mor the judicial costs and other expenses; and it
shall be deemed sufficient proof for the establishment of
this crime to have foreign colors hoisted at the ports
where the vessels arrive, and that the captains do not
present themselves to the consuls of his Majesty in the
ports where they may be. | ]

17th. "That the dissensions which occur between the
new inhabitants as regards granted lands, be decided
summarily, without form or judicial clamor; and that, if
the case were any thing complicated in its circumstances,
a process of information and de gfficio should be formed;
and, if it shall result that the dispute was promoted b;
the malice or bad faith of either of the litigants, he shall
be condemned to satisfy all the costs, as well as the
damages and expenses, that the adverse party may have
occasioned. .

18th. That, also, those causes shall be decided sum-
marily, without noise or judicial form, which occur on
declaration whether any new settler ought or not be
deemed a subject of his Majesty, for which declaration
the character, rank, and other circumstances of the in-
terested shall be taken into consideration. =~

19th, That if any new settler shall consider himself

aggrieved by the decisions of the Government in any of
e cases of which the two preceding articles speak, he

can recur to the captain (feneral of the province for the

determination which said superior chief considers just.
St. AveusTiNg, Froripa, May 31, 1805,

0.
Governor Estrade to the Marquis Someruelos.
[TRANSLATION.] |

MosT ExceLLeNT Sir: The miserable situation, at pre-
sent, of this city and province, and seeing that, of the one
hunéred and forty-one thousand thirty-one dollars and
four reals which is allowed annually for salaries, there
is owing to the end of April last nine hundred and twen-
ty-five thousand one hundred and thirty-three dollars
one and an half reals, obliges me to seek for some ade-
quate measure to relieve myself from the difficulties un-
der which I labor for the want of funds for most urgent
wants, such as the purchase of provisions; the allowance
and pay of the third battalion of Cuba; the annual pre- -
sents of the Indians; and the payment of the large bal-
ance of accounts due the persons employed in the royal
finance, invalids, Florida pensioners; and to the heads of
families, settlers, who receive a daily pension and charity,
whose outcries are so continual that the most obdurate
heart would melt at them with compassion.

The greatest part of the commerce of this province
consists at present of British vessels arriving at the port
of Fernandina, in Amelia island, for the purpose of load-
ing with timber to convey to their arsenals in England,
leaving the small duty of seven and an half per cent.
under moderate valuations—these inhabitants cutting the
same in the most convenient places, without any restric-
tions whatever: our neighbors, the Americans, also avail-
ing themselves of cutting the wood clandestinely, with-
out paying us any duty, adding the inconveniency of its
not being 1n my power to put a_stop thereto on account
of the uninhabited situation of the places where the same
takes place.

That the King may receive the benefit therefrom, Lam
of opinion that a very advantageous step may be taken
for the advancement of this province, which is, that, for
the purpose of aiding the 11‘){111 treasury of West Flori-
da, (which may not be in so deplorable a situation as this,)
a gietermm@tmn was taken to sell to the natives and fo-
reigners, without distinction, the public lands, according
to their quality; the said system be established fxere, trans-
ferring fo the new settlers admitted, or to be admitted,
?Ionformably to what his Majesty sets forth by royal or-

@

TS,
The lands are granted gratis to those who, with the ne-

cessary requisites, come to settle, but, by an administra-
tive arrangement, the fitle of ownership cannot be issued
them until after ten years’ possession and uninterrupted
cultivation, which practice is injudicicus on account of
its being too long a period for them to dispose of the land
granted them according to the number of their families
and slaves; and, should there occur in that time, any di-
plomatic change, they could not prove their legitimate
possession, being liable to lose all their improvements
thereon. 'The public lands being purchased by those,
and also by the inhabitants already established here
which I do not doubt they would (I:) if the prescribe(i
time of ten years were not necessary, then this great
difficulty would be obviated, and a greater number of
new settlers would come, and receiving, of course, their
title of possession, they would prize it, having cost them
their money, and they would improve the land to procure
some utility; the results would be the greatest advance-
ment and prosperity of the country, income to the royal
treasury, and would prevent, in some measure, the Ame-
ricans {rom being benefitted by what belongs to us, as
each settler would take very good care that their pro-
pe'rlgy should not be taken away.

he measure which I propose to your excellency is
not only for the utility of the country, or in regard to the
unfortunate state of this royal treasury, but likewise the
situation in which the nation is placed at present, as it is
necessary to put into operation the most effectual ways
and means to support and alleviate, in some manner, the
immense_burden and expense it is at, without opposing,
in any wise, the will of the sovereign, who wishes the
prosperity and increase of his royal interests by all pos-
sible means; and I therefore believe that his royal in-
tentions would be fully realized by the settlement of this
province, and alleviation of his royal finance. In virtue
of which, should your excellency conceive that this mea-
sure will meet the approbation of his Majesty, I await
that of your excellency to put it in execution.

od preserve your excellency many years. St. Au-
gustine, Florida, June 19th, 1811. ESTRADA.

To his excellency the Marquis of SoMERVELGS.
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{rraxspaTION. ]
. I have seen your letters Nos, 26 and 37, setting forth,
in the present circumstances, the utility of alienating
public lands to_the new settlers of that province on the
terms expressed thereins and, in answer, inform you that
the said alienation cannot take place, as the admission of
citizens of the United States in the Floridas is express-
ly prohibited by a royal order of the 14th November,
1804, and by another of the 31st March, 1806, forbid-
ding, on no pretext whatever, the sale of lands to foreign-
ers coming into East Florida.
God preserve Hm many years. Havana, Sept. 14,
1811, THE MARQUIS DE SOMERUELOS.
To the Goverxor pro fem. of East Florida.

[TRANSLATION.]
The Secretary of State and of the office of the Govern-
ment of the peninsula, has communicated to me the fol-
lowing decree:

Don Fernando the Seventh, by the grace of God and by
the constitution of the Spanish monarchy, King of the
Sfpams,_and, in his absence and captivity, the regency
of the kingdom, appoiuted by the General and Extraor-
dinary Cortes, to all to whom these presents may
come greeting: Know ye, that the Cortes have de-
creed the following:

The General and 2hxtraprdinary Cortes, considering
that the conversion of public lands into private property
is one of the measures which the welfare of the people,
as well as the advancement of agriculture and industry
most imperiously demands; and desiring, at the same
time, that this class of lands should serve as an aid to
the public necessities, a reward to the deserving defend-
ers of the country, and a support to the citizens who are
not proprietors, do decree:

Art. 1. All ti_xe uncultivated or publiclands, and those
of the corporations of cities, with the timber thereon, or
without it, both in the peninsula and adjacent islands,
as well as 1n the ultra-marine provinces, except the com
mons necessary for the towns, shall be made private
property, taking care that those of the corporations of
cities give an annual rent, by the most convenient means,
which, at the proposal of the respective provincial depu-
tations, shall be approved of by the Cortes.

Art. 2. In whatever manner these lands be distribu-
ted it shall be in full property, and in the class of en-
closures, that the owners thereof may fence them with-
out injury to the pathways, roads, water-courses, and
passages, and use them freely and exclusively, and apply
them to the use or culture which best suits them; gut
they can never entail nor pass them at any time, or any
wise, to a morfmain,

Art. 3, In the alienation of said lands, a preference
shall be given to the inhabitants of the towns within the
limits of which they are, and to the occupiers who use
the said uncultivated lands.

Art, 4, The provincial deputations shall propose to the
Cortes, through the medium of the regency, the time
and the terms when it will be most convenient to carry
this disposition into effect in their respective provinces,
according fo the circumstances of the country, and the
lands which it may be indispensable to preserve for the
townships, in order that the Cortes getermine upon
what may be most convenient to each territory,

rt. 5. This business is recommended to the zeal of
the regency of the kingdom, and to the two secretaries
of state, in order that they may bring forward and inform
the Cortes, at all times, of the representations which
the provincial deputations direct to them.

Art. 6, Without injury to what has been provided,
half of the unculfivated and public lands of the monar-
chy, excepting the commons of towns, is reserved, that
the ‘entire, or any part which is deemed necessary, may
serve as a pledge for the payment of the national debt;
and, with preference for the credits which the inhabitants
of the towns to which the lands appertain may have
against the nation, the first place amongst those credits
to be given to such as arise from supplies for the national
armies, or loans which the said inhabitants may have
made for the war, since the 1st of May, 1808.

Art. 7. In the alienation for the public debt of this
half of the uncultivated lands, or the part which it is
deemed necessary to pledge,'tfxe inhabitants of the re-
sEectlve towns, and the occupiers who use the said lands,
shall be J)_referred as ﬁurghasers; and the credits compe-
tently adjusted, which either the one or the other may
have on account of the said supplies and loans, shall be
admitted in payment for the full value, and, in defect
ther:of, any other lawful national credit which they may

ve.

_ Art. 8. In the said half of the uncultivated and pub-
lic lands, there shall be comprehended and computed
the part which may be justly and lawfully alienafed in
some provinces for the expenses of the present war.

Art. 9. Of the remaining uncultivated and public lands,
or of the arable lands belonging to corporations of
towns, there shall be given, gratuitously, a quantity of
those fittest for culture to each captain, lieutenant, or
sub-fieutenant, who, from advanced age, or from being
disabled in the military service, with due leave, without
censure, and with a lawful document, aceredifing his
good behavior; and the same to each sergeant, corporal,
soldier, trumpeter, and drummer, who, for the same
causes, or,_ having completed his time, obtain a final dis-
charge, without censure, whether either the one or the
other be natives or foreigners, wherever, in the districts
in which they may fix their residence, there may be this
class of lands. L. .

Art. 10. The quantity which, in each town, is granted
to officers or soldiers shall be in equal proportion of
value to the space and qualifhy of the same, and more or
less in some places than 1 others, according to their cir-
cumstances, and the greater or less estent of the lands,
managing, if possible, that at the least each quantity shall
be such as to be sufficient, regularly cultivated, for the
maintenance of an individual. .

Art. 11, The assignment of these quantities shall be
made by the constitutional councils of the towns to which
lands appertain, as soon as the interested present to them
the documents which accredit their good services and
resignation, the syndic being heard, as respects the whole,
in a concise and lawful manner, and without exacting
any costs or dues whatever. _ After which, the proceed-
ings shall be sent to the provincial deputation, that they
may approve it, and remedy any grievance.

Art. 12. The concession of these quantities of land,
which shall be called patriofic bounty, shall not extend
at present to other individuals but those who served, or,
have served in the present war, or in the pacification of
the actual disturbances of any of the ultra-marine pro-
vinces; but includes the captains, lieutenants, sub-lieu-
tenants, and troops, who, having served in one or the
other, have retfired without censure, and with lawful
leave,_ from having been wounded and incapacitated to
serve in action, and not in anti other manner. .

Art. 13. Tt also includes thoge individuals, not mili-
tary, who, having served as partisans, or contributed in
any other manner to the national defence in this war,
orin the disturbances of America, have remained, or
remain wounded or disabled by the result. .

Art. 14. These favors shall be granted to the said in-
dividuals, although they should enjoy other rewards for
their services and distinguished actions. X

Art. 15. Out of the same remaining uncultivated and
public lands, those fittest for culture shall be marked
out and given, gratuitously, bi lot, to every inhabitant
of the respective towns who asks for it, and has no other
land of his own, and in a quantity proportioned to the
extent of the land, so as that the whole of those thus di-
vided, in any case, do not exceed the fourth part of the
said uncultivated and public lands; and, if these should
not be sufficient, the quantity shall be given in the arable
land of the corporations of the town, directing in such
case a redeemable fee equivalent fo the income of the
same in the five years up to the end of 1807, in order
that the municipal funds should not decay. .

Art. 16. If any of the grantees in the preceding arti-
cle should, for two successive years, fail to pay the fee,
the quantity of land belonging to the corporation, or to
keep it employed usefull{, it shall be fgra.nted t0 a more
laborious inhabitant who has no land of his own.

Art. 17. The writings for these concessions shall be
made also without any expense by the councils, and shall
be approved by the provincial deputations.

Arxt. 18, Aﬂ the quantities of land which are conceded
conformably to articles 9, 10, 12, 13, and 15, shall be al-
so in full property for the grantees and their successors,
on the terms, and with the privileges, which the 2d arti-
cle expresses; but the owners of ﬁlese quantities cannot
alienate them hefore four years from the time they were
granted, nor ever subject them to entail, or pass them at
any time, or by any title, to mortmain. .

Art. 19, Whoever of the said grantees, or his succes-
sors, establishes his permanent residence on the same
quantity of land, shall be exempt for eight years from
ﬁvery contribution or impost upon that Jland or its pro-

ucts.

Art. 20, This decree shall be circulated not only in
all the towns of the monarchy, but also in all the nation-
al armies, publishing it in them, so as that it may come
to be known by all the individuals composing them.

The regency of the kingdom will take notice of the
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above, and will do what is necessary for its accomplish-
ment, causing it to be printed, published, and circulated.
FRANCISCO CISCAR, President.

The deputy Fraxcisco Casrinro, Secrefary.
The deputy Juax Maria HERBR;., Secretgy.

Given at Cadiz the 4th of January, 1813.
To the RecENcy of the Kingdom.

‘Wherefore, we command all tribunals, judges, chiefs,
governors, and other authorities, as well civil as military
and ecclesiastical, of whatever class or degree, that they
keep and cause to_be kept, compl§ with and execute, the
present decree, inall its parts. You will take notice of
the same for its completion, and you will order that it be
printed, published, and circulated.

J. MOSQUERA Y FIGUERA.
THE DUKE DEL INFANTADO.
JOHN VILLAVICENCIO.
IGN. RODZ. DE RIVAS.
L. JUAN PEREZ VILLAMIL.
" Given in Cadiz the 7th of January, 1813.

Caniz, the 22d January, 1813.

By order of the regency of the kingdom, I communi-
cate this to your excellency, in order that, transmitting
it to the provincial deputation as soon as if be installed,
you keep, and comply punctually with, the part which
respects you, exciting the zeal of your excellency to the
end that agriculture and industry, aided by this power-
ful auxiliary, should be elevated to the point of grandeur
of which it is susceptible, and that the beneficent views
of the august national congress, and of their highnesses,
In their incessant toils, may produce the happy results
anticipated for the Spaniards of both hemispheres, Their
highnesses also desire that the same provincial deputa-
tions give an account, through the medium of the ultra-
marine department provisionally in my charge, of the
circulation of_this decree as soon as your excellency has
communicated if, without preventing your excellency
from doing so separately; and, also, making the observa-
tions which, from the knowle&ge you have of the coun-
tliy, you Jucige pro&er and conducive to the elucidation
of the matter. od preserve your excellency many
years.

JOSEPH DE LURIOTA.
"To the CapTAIN GENERAL of the
Island of Cuba, politicel chief of the Havene.
i . Havana,
Royal order, communicated officially to his excellency
the political chief and captain general of this city, supe-
vior chief of the province island of Cuba and the two
Floridas, by the ultra-marine department in the penin-
%1;&, é]lat’ for a compliance thereof, be inserted in the
zette,

R.
[TRANSLATION. ]
. . Mavrw, June 8, 1814.

. The King, wishing to prevent the doubts which have
begun to arise on account of the decree of the 4th of
January, of the last year, relative to the distribution of
lands, and that whatever competition might have taken
place disappear in the forgetfulness or little observance
1 the provisions of the laws of the Indies and ordinances
of intendants, with great injury to the roiral exchequer,
and of the owners, who, regulating themselves according-
ly, had obtained the legal acquisition; he has therefore
been pleased to order that the intendants comply strict-
Iy with what has been ordered in the said ordinances
relative to the distribution of lands, the proceeds of which,
together with the rest appertaining to the royal finance,
serve to sup&ort the expenses of the same; and in the
proceedings thereof, they adhere to what is prescribed in
the laws of the Indies, and particularly in the royal in-
struction of the 15th of October, 1754; not admitfing, in
any wise, the least appeal of a corporation or town what-
ever against those lands that are laid off or measured
for the use of their owners in virtue of a fitle of gift,
agreement, or purchase, as his Majesty wishes, in no
wise, that interpretations be given gonharfr.to what has
been ordered, to the prejudice of his royal interests, or
those of his loyal subjects in those dominions: which I
communicate to_your lordship, by royal order, for your
information, and that you may order the punctual com-
pliance thereof. God preserve your lordship mang years.

GONGORA.

The Goverxor of St. Augustine, Florida.
S.
The governor of St. Augustine fo the captain general
of Cuba.
[ TRANSLATION. ]

Most ExcerLenT Sir: The first of this month, I dis-
charged from the military service in which they were

employed, the three companies of white militia of this
city, not only for want of provisions here, but for the
urgent necessity there was that the inhabitants should be
allowed to turn once more their attention to the care of
their respective families and occupations, with the object
of making as light as possible the injuries suffered by
them in the insurrection of the provice.

‘With this motive I cannot but recommend to your ex-
cellency the fidelity manifested by the militia_and third
battalion of Cuba, in the ﬁerformancq of their duty, from
the first moment in which the rebellion broke out, and
for which I consider them worthy the gifts to which the
Supreme Government may think them entitled, taking
the liberty of recommending the granting of some, whic
may be as follows: to each officer, who has been in actual
service in said militia, a royal commission for each grade
he may obtain as provincial; and to the soldiery, a certain
quantity of land as established b regulation in this pro-
vince, agreeably to the number of persons composing each
family; and which gift can also be made to the married
officers and soldiers of the said third battalion of Cuba,

Men in general require to be excited by some stimu-
lus, and it is not easy to find any who are indifferent to
public approbation of their services. ‘What T propose,
without giving them in reality any thing, will be the
means of contenting them, and produce f;engeforyvard
the best effects; it being understood that this gift will be
for those who occupy themselves in the defence. And
for this end, and in case that these my ideas merit the
a]fg)robation of your excellency, I enclose, as regards the
officers of both corps, lists of those who ought, in that
case, to be comprehended. God preserve your excel-
lency many years.

St. AveusTINg, FLORIDA, June 4, 1813,

His excellency Don Juax Ruiz pE APODACA.

The governor of the city of St. Augustine, Fast Flori-
da, gives notice of his having discharged from the military
service the_companies of white militia of said city, and
recommends their merits, as well as the third battalion
of Cuba, which they obtained on account of the insurrec-
fion of this province.

I, Francis J. Fatio, secretary of the Board of Land
Commisioners for the district of East Florida, do ce
that the foregoing is a true and correct translation from
a document 1n the Spanish language.

F. J. FATIO.

St. AveustTiNg, EasT FrLoripa, January 9, 1824,

[ TRANSLATION. ]
City oF St. AUGUSTINE, FLORIDA.
List of the officers :)?f militia companies of said city, and
those of the third baltalion of Cuba, who have been
constantly employed in its defence.

MILITIA. .

Coptains—Don_Berpardo Segui, Don Pedro Coci-
facio, Don Jorge Fleming, .

Lieutenants—Don Juan O’Reilly, Don Juan Clark.

Ensigns—Don Joaquim Sanchez, Don Geronimo Al-
varez.

THIRD BATTALION OF CUBA. .

C’a%faz'ns;—Don Manuel de Castella, Don Gil Vacot,
Don Francisco Ribera, (brevet.) .

Lieutenants—Don_Ramon Castillo, Don Miguel Fu-
entecilla, Don Justo Lopez.

Ensigns—Don Christoval Bravo, Don Blas Crespo,
Don Lorenzo Boniguet, Don Manuel Palomino.

Note.—The commandant of the battalion of Cuba, Don
Juan José de Estradas the captain and lieutenant of the
corps of national artillery, Don Ignacio Salens and Don
Manuel Paulin; and the ensign of dragoons of America,
Don Juan Percheman, have been equaily occupied in the
defence of this city; the said Don Juan José de Estra-
da having had the provisional command of the same at
the beginning of the insurrection, and who, equally with
the other officers in the above list, have, with the great-
est exactitude, zeal, and vigilance, complied with their
respective duties.

St. AvcustiNg, FLorma, June 4, 1813,

I, Francis J. Fatio, secretary_ of the Board of Land
Commissioners for the district of East Florida, do certify
that the foregoing is a true and correct transfation from
a document in the Spanish language.

F. J. FATIO.

St. AvcusTIN, E. F., January 9, 1824,
T

['mANSLAﬂON.)
Under date of the 29th of March last, his excellency
the minister of the Indies writes me the following:
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%Y have informed the King of what your excellency
sets forth in your letter, No. 236, of the year 1813, rela-
tive to the rewards which the governor of East Florida
considers the individuals of the companies of white mili-
tia, and married officers and soldiers of the third batta-
Hion of the regiment of Cuba, entitled to for their merito-
rious conduct during the insurrection of this provinces
and at the same time thathis Majesty approves said gifts,
he desires that your excellency will inform him as to the
reward which the commandant of the third battalion of
Cuba, Don Juan José de Estrada, who acted as governor
pro tem, at the commencement of the rebellion, the of-
ficers of artillery, Don Ygnacio Salens, Don Manuel
Paulin, and of dragoons Don Juan Percheman, are enti-
tled to, as mentioned_by the governor in his official let-
ter. By royal order, I communicate the same to your
excellency for your mformation and compliance there-
with, enclosing the royal commissions, according to the
note forwarded by your excellency.” )

1 forward you a copy, of the same, enclosing also the
documents above-mentioned, that you may give them
their correspondent direction, with the intention, by the
first opportunity, of informing his Majesty of what I con-
sider “just as to the remuneration before-mentioned.

God preserve you many years.
O preserve you many ¥ APODACA.

Havana, July 7, 1815.
The GoverNOR pro tem. of Zast Florida.

I, Francis J. Fatio, secretary of the Board of Land
Commissioners for the district of East Florida, do certi-
that_the foregoing is a true and correct translation
irom a document in the ‘Spanish language.
¥. J. FATIO.
St. Aveusting, B, F., Jenuary 9, 1824,

U.
Seal thodd, 3 LTNATON]
ea. e or 1he years
10 8. Reals, [sear.] {1822 S 1603,

Don Juan Nepomuceno de Arrocha, honorary comptroller
of the army, and secretary of the intendancy of the
ublic finance of this island, and that of Puerto Rico:
do hereby certify that, in compliance with the decree
of the 7th of this month, of the superimtendent Don Fran-
cisco Javier de Ambari, made at the petition.of Don Fer-
nando de la Maza Arredondo of the 4th instant, and
filed in the secretary’s office under wy. charge, exists the
royal order of the following tenor: © His Majesty, un-
derstanding by the letters OprOUI‘IOI‘dShlp of the 14thand
18th of August, and 21st October of the year last past
Nos. 18, 28, and 107, of the resolutions conclude
with the captain general of that island to regulate all that
appertaing to the branch of the royal finance, and to at-
tend to the protection and advancement of the two Flo-
ridas, and having conformed himself with the advice
given by the supreme council of the Indies in their deli-
berations held on the 11th of August last—his Majes
has been pleased to approve, for the present, all whic
has been done with respect to the regulations of said
branch, as, also, the supplies administered by the board
of royal finance for the payment of the regiment of Lou-
isiana, and other indispensable expenditures for the for-
tifications and defence of the cities of St. Augustine and
Pensacola, authorizing your lordship, in case of necessi-
?7, to aid or supply them. His Majesty, likewise, has
etermined, for tﬁ'e present, the superintendancy of the
two_Floridas in favor of your lordship as superintendent
of the jsland of Cuba;and, la_stfly, his Majesty has been
pleased to command me to inform your lordship, as I
now do, that you facilitate the increage of the popufatlon
of those provinces by all the means which your prudence
or zeal can dictate, informing, as soon as fosstble, the
motives for the absence of Don Miguel de Losadas and
Don Manuel Gonzalez Almirez from their offices.
**All which I communicate to yourlordship, by royal or-
der, for your intelligence and_compliance thereof.
“God preserve your lordship many years.

¢“Maprio, 3d September, 1817, “GARAY.

**To the Intendant of Havana,
“Juan Nxro. DE ARROCHA.”

Havaxa, 10th October, 1823,

1,
. ... [TRANSLATION.] .

In compliance with orders, and agreeably to the defini-

tive treaty of peace made at Versailles the 20th day of

January, 1783, which was approved in Spain by the

King, our master, T make a true copy of the 3d article,

which, with the said approval, and the official letfer of

prorogation made known, are as follow:

95

Article 3d, His_Britannic Majesty will cede to his
Catholic Majesty East Florida, and his Catholic Majesty
will retain ' West Florida; it being understood that the
term of eighteen_months will be allowed to the subjects
of his Britannic Majesty not only established on the isl-
and of Minorca, but likewise in the two Floridas, which
will commence from the day of the ratification of the de-
finitive treaty, that they may sell their property, recover
what may be owing to them, and transport their persons
and effects, without being molested on account of reli-
gion, or on any other pretext, excepting that of debis or
criminal causes; and his Britannic Majesty shall have
power to transport from East Florida all the effects ap-
pertaining to him, whether artillery, or any other.

Ratification of the King.

Don Carlos, by the grace of God, King of Castile, of
Leon, of Arragon, &c. &c. &c.: Whereas, in conse-
quence of the preliminary articles of peace between my
crown and that of England, signed at Versailles on the
20th of January of the presept month, by Count de Aran-
da, my ambassador near his_Most Christian Majesty,
with my full powers, and by Don Alleyne Fitzherbert,
minister plenipotentiary from the King of Great Britain;
which ratifications, made by me gnd?ns Britannic Ma-
Jesty, were afterwards exchanged in due form, and after-
wards perfected by the above named Count de Aranda
on my part, and by the Duke of Manchester, ambassador
and plenipotentiary near his Ma_\liesty, on the part of his
Britannic Majesty, having happily concluded the defini-
tive treaty of peace, which is composed of a preamble and
twelve articles, with two other separate articles, all of
‘which are in the French language, and the contents, with
a translation in Spanish, is of the following tenor: [here
the_treatyil is ingerted.] Wherefore, having seen and ex~
amined the preinserted definitive treaty, the twelve arti-
cles contained therein, with the two separate ones which
follow, I have thought proper to approve and ratify, and
by these presents do approve and ratify the same, in the
best form and manner possible; promising, fai\‘hfuliy, and
on the word of a King, to comply with and observe the
same, and to order a strict compliance and observance
thereof, as if made and signed by myself. In testimony
whereof, I order these presents despatched, signed by
me, and sealed with my privy seal, and countersigned by
the undersigned, my counsellor and secretary of state.
Given at St, Ildefonso, the 12th of Seipt%rﬁbﬁr, 1783,

9

Josr Monzxo.

Havana, 19t May, 1785.

My pEar Sire At the moment of getting under way
for Vera Cruz, the 16th of this month, his excellency
Count de Galvez has charged me to forward you a copy
of the royal order, which he just received, on account
of the loss of time for executing the same by his excel-
lency, should he wait to do so from Mexico; ‘in virtue of
which, I forward you the said royal order, being as fol-

ows:
ROYAL ORDER,
. In consequence of my indication to your excellency,
in a letter of 24th January last, the King been pleas-
ed to prolong for four months, the eighteen stipulated in
the definitive treaty of peace for the emigration of Eng-
lish subjects at present in 'West Florida. I make known
to your excellency this ro;lz_al determination, that you may
have the same duly complied with. God preserve your
excellency many years,
DON JOSE DE GALVEZ.
Tuz Pravo, February 7, 1784.

To the CounT pE GALVEZ.

God preserve your lordship many years. Your lord-
ship’s most attentive servant,
BERNARDO TRONCOSO.

To Don Vicente ManveL b ZespEDEZ, Florida.

Conformable to the above named documents, which
were delivered me by the governor and commandant
general of this city, to whom I returned them; and, in
compliance with his decree, I give the present in St.
Angutst]me, Florida, March'8, 1791. [Here a notary
signet,

° DOMINGO RODRIGUEZ DE LEON,

Government Notary.

2.
{TRANSLATION. ]
Governor Zespedez to Count de_Galvez.
St. AvcusTiNg, FLORIDA, June 22d, 1785.
Most EXxCELLENT Sir: Under date of the 15th of May
last, which I received the 16th instant, the governor pro
tem. of the Havana informs me that your excellency
had left him charged to forward me a copy of a royal or-
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der of the 7th of February last past, of the following
tenor:

. *In consequence of what L have indicated to your ex-
cellency in a letter of the 24th of January last, the King
has been pleased to protract for four months, the eigh-
teen stipulated in the definitive article of peace for the
emigration of the English subjects who remain in East
Florida. I communicate thisroyal determination to your
excellency, that you may take measures for a due ob-
servance thereof.”

n consequence of which, I caused tobe communicated
the said royal order to the British_subjects, the 20th of
the same month, for their information and_government,
and, in virtue of it, I will consider all Brifish property
immoveable that was not legally alienated previous to
the 19th instant, (except that appertaining to those being
Catholics, or who are desirous of being converted to that
holy religion, as also the house of Panton and Leslie,
they wait the royal determination relative to the memo-
rials which I forwarded to your excellency in my repre-
sentation, No. 42, and by this same opportunity I for-
ward a triplicate n a dpmvate manner,) as devolved to
his Majesty, persuaded that the royal magnanimity will
extend to those who have supplied with provisions or
money the urgent necessities of the royal finance, the
officers and troops, that they may not quit the province
until they are retmbursed for what they have advanced;
and I communicate the same to his excellency the min-
ister of the Indies. God preserve your excellency many
happy years.

"To his excellency Count pE GaLvez.

3.
[TrANsLATION.]

Letter from Count de Galvez to the Governor of Florida.
. Havawa, 10th March, 1795.

T am informed of the various particulars contained in
your lordship’s letter, dated 10th of February last, No.
663, and the letter of his Britannic Majesty’s consul in
Savannah, of which I enclose a copy. Itls convenient
that your iordshxp try to procure and transmit me a copy
of the act of the Legislature of Georgia, for the purpose
that I may form a calculation on the sale of the territory
which the British consul announces having been made fo
Anwmerican merchants; at the same time your lordship will
inform me relative to the limits of the said territory, and
the reasons ard documents showing it, appertaining to the
grovmce of West Florida, as the information which I

ave on this subject is limited and vague. God preserve

your lordship many years.
LUIS DE LAS CASAS.
The Governor of Florida.

4.

[TrANSLATION. ]
Governor White to the Captain General of Cuba.
. .S, AvcustiNg, Februory 16, 1802,

T have complied with the royal letter of the 17th of
June last, pardomn% the debtors of the rents of this city,
from the paymentof the capital and interest on the houses
and Jots which they acquired by the evacuation of the
British, and every thing else as expressed therein,

1 communicate the same to your lordship for the in-
telligence of that Supreme Council of the Indies, and in
answer to your official letter of the 25th of July  of last

ear.,
¥ God preserve your lordship many years.

His lordship Don Axtonio PorceL.

5,
[ TRANSLATION. ]

My Governor oF THE Froripas: The Duke de Ala-
gon, baron de Espes, made known to me, in a memorial
of the 12th of July of the year last past, that which fol-
lows: *Sir, the Duke de Alagon, baron de Espes, cap-
tain of the guards of %‘our Majesty’s royal person, re-
spectfully showeth: That,it being the interest of the
crown to bestow on great capitalists uncultivated lands,
in order that they may be peopled and cultivated, from
which result many advantages, evident, and to be ad-
vised by all politicians, in which case are many, or the
greatest part of the fertile soil of the Floridas; and it be-
mg also a right of your Majesty, as absolute lord, to dis-
tribute them for the furtherance of agriculture, and as a
reward and recompense for the interesting services
which are done with profit to your Majesty and your
kingdom: desirous to merit these marks of esteem of
your magnanimous heart, and to contribute, on my part,
to fulfil the views of population so interesting to the com-
mon good, he supplicates your Majesty to deign to grant
him the uncultivated land which 1s not found ceded in

East Florida, between the banks of the rivers Santa Lu-
ciaand St. Johns, unto their outlets unto the sea, and the
coast of the Gulf of Florida, and the adjacent islands,
with the inlet into theriver Hijuelos, in the 26° of latitude,
following its left bank untoits source, drawing a line to
the Lake Macaco; going down then by way of the river
St. Johns to Lake Valdgs; cutting, by another line, from
the extreme north of this lake to the source of the river
Amanima; following the right bank unto its mouth near
the 28th or 25th degree of latitude, and continuing by the
sea cyast, with all the adjacent islands, to the mouth of
the river Hijuelos, in full property to” himself and his
heirs, and permitting the introduction of negroes, for
the labor and cultivation of the land, free of duties, a
favor which he hopes to receive from the innate benevo-
lence of your Majesty.” . .

Being imformed of the contents of this re}gges_entgt'wn,
and attending to the distinguished merit of this individu-
al, and to his approved zeal for m royal service, as also
to the advantages which will result to the State from the
increase of population of the said lands which he asks
for, I have thought gropeg' to accede to the favor which
he ‘solicits, inasmuch as it does not oppose the laws of
these my kingdoms, and to communicate it to my Coun-
cil of the Indies for its execution, in royal order, of the
17th of December of the said year. In consequence, I
command and charge Fou, by this my royal letter patent,
that, agreeably to the laws which govern in this matter.
to effectually aid the execution of the said gift, taking all
the dispositions which may tend to its due’ effect, with-
out %'ejudice to a third person; and, in order that the
said Duke de Alagon may, from this time, put.in execu-
tion his desiin, conforming in all thingg to my beneficent
desires for the advancement of the agriculture and com-
merce of said possessions, which call loudly for a popu-
lation proportioned to the fertility of the soil, and to the
defence and security of the coasts, giving an account,
successively, of its progress, it being understood that the
introduction of negroes, which the same gift comprises,
shall be subject, as regards the traffic of them, to the
rules prescribed in my royal letters Hatent of the 19th of
December last, for such is my will; and that, of this
royal letter patent,, an account shall be taken in the Ac-
countant General’s office of the Indies. Dated at the
Palace, the 6th of February, 1818,

I, THE KING.

By command of the King, our master:
EsTEVAN VAREA.

‘To the Governor of the Floridas, that he may order the
necessary steps to carry, into effect the gift granted the
Duke de Alagon, of various lands situated in East Flo-
rida, with the other things expressed therein.

Let an account be faken in the accountant general’s

office of North America.
JOSEF DE TEJADA.
Maoro, 16th of February, 1818,

DUPLICATE AND TRIPLICATE,
. Havawa, Judy 19th, 1818,
For the punctual compliance of the royal letfer patent
&:‘Ize 6th of February last, presented by Don Nicolas
rido, agent of his excellency the Duke de Alagon,
your lordship will take the nesessary steps to put him in
immediate possession of the lands of that province, which
his Majesty has been pleased to grant him, without ob-
stacle or impediment, and will aid him inasmuch as lies
on your part to carry this gift more fully into effects per-
mitting him to make use of his full powers to all the ex-
tent to_which they were conferred by the said duke,
agreeably to the testimonial which your lordship has for-
warded me, with your official letter No. 13, of the 28th
of June last past, and your lordship taking the necessary
steps in this important affair, as the same royal letter pa-
tent has been communicated direct to him; and that you
ive me an account of what has been done in the same,
£ I may also inform his Majesty, as I am ordered.
God preserve your lordship for many years.
JOSE CIENFUEGOS.
To Don Jose CoPPINGER.

Sparish decrees in relation to the land claims in Florida,

[TrANSLATION.]

His excellency Don Martin De Garay, secretary of
state and of the office of the treasury of the Indies, has
communicated to me, under date of the 31st July last,
the following royal order: |

Under date of the 27th instant, the secretary of state
informs me what follows: .

“Excerient Sir: Under date of the 28th of April last
I have communicated, by royal order, to the president o
the Council of the Indies what follows:
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$¢ ‘ExceLLENT S1R: When the King, our master, thought
proper, a little fime since, to condescend to the distribu-
tion of various lands of his dominions in the Floridas, as
solicited by some of his meritorious subjects, it was under
the idea that this gift would cause no injury, and thatthe
donees should use them agreeably to the legislative sys-
tem which governs on the subject, as is expressly mani-
fested by his Majesty in_his own concession communi-
cated to that supreme tribunal, transmitting also correct
copies of their respective solicitudes for examination. In
this state, his Majesty having understood that the covet-
ousness of foreigners had deceived the good faith of the
donees by trying fo enter into negotiations for the pur-
pose of :i{)propﬁatmg a part or the whole of these gifts, or
taking advantage of the benefits arising therefrom, which,
should it be verified, would not only cause many politi-
cal inconveniencies, but mi%ht' occasion great injuries fo

e said donees by the invalidity of their contracts, not-
withstanding their good faith,  To obviate, therefore,
such evils, his Majesty has determined that, f)y the same
supreme tribunal that has issued the orders of conces-
sion, each of the persons interested in the same be noti-
fied the precise terms in which they are to_understand
the tenor of said gift, so as that the general expression
granted in so much a3 it is not o?osed.to the lows, can
give no room for explanations; and making them under-
stand that itis not in their power to alienate them, in part
or the whole, particularly to foreigners. I communicate
the same to your excellency, bﬂ his royal order, for your
intelligence and_compliance thereof in the council, of
which you will give an account to his Majesty.>

““Which copy to your excellency, from the same royal
order, inasmuch as it may refer to the same in that min-
isterial department of the Indies, as also that, under date
of the 19th of the present month, I have informed the
proper council of the punctual observance of that decree,
inasmuch as his Majesty has understood that, compro-
mising his high policy, and against the only sense and
spirit of the laws, it was in contpmg}ahon to promote the
afienation of the lands granted in the Floridas to various
individuals; which I copy to your lordship, for your in-
telligence, by royal order.” . .

I franscribe the same o your lordship for your infor-
mation and compliance thereof,

God preserve your lordship many years. Havana,

November 11, 1818,
ALEXANDRO RAMIREZ.
"To the GovERNOR, Sub-delegate of Finance,
St. Augustine Florida.

[TRANSLATION.]

The Capt. Gen, of Cuba to the Governor of East Fiorida.
His excellency the Secretary of State and of that office,
imder date of the 18th of July last, states to me as fol-
ows:
% Most ExCELLENT Sir: Under this date Istate to the
resident of the Council of the Indies the following: The
ing, our master, has understood that the alienafion of
the Fands ranted in the Floridas to the Duke de Alagon.
Count de Punon Rostro, and Don Pedro de Vargas, an
others, has been encouraged, thereby compromitting the
high policy of his MaJesif:y and confrary to the only im-
port and true meaning o thelaws. His Majesty, there-
fore, commands me to renew to your excellency the order
for the information of that council, that the gifts of said
Jands are not to be understood_as alienable, and much
less to foreigners, according as it is ordered and is pro-
vided by our laws, By royal order I communicate the
same to your excellency for your information, and that
of the council, and for your more exact knowledge
thereof; and by the same I forward it to your excellency
for your information and government.*
I'transcribe it to your lordship for the same ends on
Yo lordshi
od preserve your lordship man
preserve ¥ JOSE

Havana, October 30, 1818,

Under this date I communicate to the captain general
of the two Floridas, Count de Galvez, the following royal
order: “ Having consulted the council of State, and tak-
ing into consideration what your excellency has express-
e(f particularly in your letter No. 56, with the contents
of the copy therein enclosed from the governor of Lou-
isiana, Don Esteban Miro, about the difficulties that eccur
relative to the English and American families established
at Baton Rouge, Mobila, Pensacola, and Natchez, leav-
ing said provinces in compliance with the last treaty of
peace, his Majesty has deigned to approve of the preven-
tive orders issued by your excellency to the said gover-
nor, that nothing new should take place with the afore-
said families. It is his royal wish that Eermlssxon be
granted them to remain where they are settled under that

years.
CIENFUEGOS.

denomination for the present, they being of necessity
obliged to make oath of fidelity and obedience to his Ma-
Jesty, and not to exceed the limits of their actual settle-
ments, nor remove to other parts without the express per-
mission of the Government; that those who do not com-
ply with these just conditions may embark, at their own
expense, for the colonies ot North America, or, if they
do not, to be sent by the King, who shall be reimbursed
by their property as far as it may be possible. That this
same provision, as far as practicable, be_extended to the
inhabitants of East Florida; and that at Natchez, and all
other places of the two Floridas where it may be conve-
nient, parishes shall be organized under the direction of
Irish “clergy, with a view to bring those inhabitants,
their children and families, over to our religion, with the
mildness and suavity which she prescribes.

¢ In order that this royal resolution have due effect, and
the success which his Majesty promises to himself, “it
is necessary that your excellency (from your own expe-
rience and the knowledge which their governors, Miro
and Zespedez, possess of them,? form a plan of the man-
ner in which those parishes ought to be conducted, ex-
pressing the number of clergymen necessary for the sames
and, with that view, I have, under this date, directed
the Bishop of Salamanca to make choice of four of that
university, or of any other where they may be had, and
who may be distinguished by their zeal, virtue, and learn-
ing. And this royal resolution shall be transmitted to
the aforesaid governors for their information and due
compliance therewith. God preserve, &c.”

And this I do by order of his Majesty, for the purposes
therein expressed. God preserve you many years. Pra-
do, April 15th, 1786.

THE MARQUIS DE SONORA.

To the Governor of St. Augustine, Florida.

Sr. AvevsTing, Jugust 12, 1791.
Let a copy of this royal order be taken in the royal
contaduria, and let the original be returned to this secre-
tariat. QUESADA.
Note.—~That, under date of the foregoing decree, 2
copy of this royal order was taken in the contaduria under
my charge, and it was returned to the secretariat of the
Government, as ordered by said decree.
’ GONZALO ZAMORANO.

T hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct
copy of a document on file in my office. St. Augustine,
June 27th, 1893. WILL. REYNOLDS,

Keeper of the Public Archives.

In compliance with orders, and having before me the
definite treaty of peace concluded at Versailles on the
20th January, 1783, which was approved in Spain, by the
King, our lord, I copy, to the letter, the third article of
said treaty, pursnant to instructions, the tenor of which
isas follows: =~ . .

. Art. 3d. His Britannic Majesty will cede to his Catho-
lic Majesty East Florida, and lis Catholic Majesty will
preserve West Florida, 1t being understood that, reck-
oning from the date of the definitive treaty, the term of
g\ligh_teen months shall be granted to all his Britannic
Majesty’s subjects who are established on the island of
Minorca and in the two Floridas, to settle their accounts,
and remove their persons and property, without any
molestation, through motives of religion, or, under any
other pretext, excepting that of debts or criminal causes;
and his Britannic Majesl% shall have the faculty of
transporting, from East Florida, any property which
E}ay elong to him, whether of artillery, or any other

ind.
Ratification of the King, our lord.

Don Carlos, by the grace of God, King of Spain, &e.
‘Whereas, in consequence of the preliminary articles
of %eace between my crown and that of England, closed
at Versailles on the 20th of January of this year, by the
Count de Aranda, my ambassador near the Most Chris-
tian King, having my full powers, and by Don Alleyne
Fitzherbert, minister plenipotentiary of the King of
Great Britain, which ratifications being made by me and
by his Britannic Majesty, were afterwards exchanged in
due form, they have successively proceeded, the sai
Count de Aranda on my part,and the Duke of Manches-
ster, ambassador and "plenipotentiary near the Most
Christian King, on the partof his Britannic Majesty, and
they have happily come toa conclusion of the definitive
treaty of peace, which is composed of a preamble and
twelve articles, with two more separate articles, the
whole in the French language, the contents of which,
with its translation into Spanish, is of the following tenor:

HERE FOLLOWS THE TREATY. .
. Therefore, having seen and examined the said treaty
in all jts articles, 1 have approved and ratified all and
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every part thereof, as by these presents I approve and
rafify the same in the most ample manner and form, pro-

mising, on thefaith and word of a King, to comply there-
with, and to cause it to be complied with and observed
as if I myself had madeand signed it. In virtue of which,
T order the present to be executed, signed by me, and
sealed with my private seal, and countersigned by the
undersigned, my counsellor of State, first secretary of
state and despatch. Done at Ildefonso, this 12th day
of September, 1783. I, THE KING.
Jose Monmmo.

Havaxa, 19th May, 1785.

My pear Sir: At the time of setting sail for Vera Cruz
on the 16thinstant, the excellentsenor, the Count de Gal-
vez, charged me to copy for you the royal order he had
Justreceived, on account of the delay with which it would
be attended had you to wait his arrival in Mexico. In
consequence of which I perform the same, said royal
order being of the following tenor: Consequent to what
I informed your excellency in my letter of the 24th Janu-
ary last, the King has been pleased to prolong, by four
months, the term of eighteen months specified in the de-
finitive treaty of peace for the migration of the British
subjects who were settled in Florida. I communicate
this royal determination to your excellency, that you may
so act as that it have full effect. God preserve you many
years. DON JOSE DE GALVEZ.
To the senor the Count pE GaLvEZ.

Pravo, February 1th, 1785.

God preserve you many years. Your most humble and

-obedient servant,
BERNARDO TRONCOSO.
To the senor Don VicEnTE MANUEL DB Znspn})%zz,‘ .
orida.

. They agree with the documents which have been de-
livered to me by the governor and commandant in chief
of this place, to ' whom I returned them; and in virtue of
his decree I deliver the present in St. Augustine, Florida,
March 8, 1791, A signature.]

Domineo Robetevez e LEoN, Government Notary.

. Bawnpo pE BUEN GOBIERNO.
Regulations for the good government of the province.
Don Juan Nepomuceno de Quesada, colonel in the royal
service, governor of this place of St. Augustine, East
Florida, for his Majesty.

[ Here is a preamble.]

Art. 1. In the name of his Majesty there shall be grant-
ed to all his subjects being and domiciliated in this place,
for their use, such a portion of land as they may need, in
proportion to their forces, in any part whatever of this
desert srovmce, without any exc?ﬁon whatever. To
that end, those who may desire lands shall present them-
selves within the term of twenty days, declaring, by me-
morial, their circumstances, the lands they have obtained
to the present period, the quantities and situations of the
lands which they now solicit; it being understood that it
is to be without injury to a_third person. I shall attend
to their solicitations according as I shall have examined
into them; and, although the [aws of the Indies authorize
me to make an absolute partition of the lands—finding
myself, as I precisely am, to be in point with article 1st,
ofy chapter 12th, book 4th—I abstain from it, for serious
-motives; but, for the better security of the interested
my observations and representations shall be submitted
to the King, being persuaded that, in consequence there-
of, those who now may obtain lands from me will be
maintained and protected in the possession of the same.

Art, 4. The King our lord, by royal order of the 5th
Avpril, 1786, grants to all foreigners who were inhabitants
of this province at the time it was under the British do-
minion, leave to remain_therein, and that they shall be
protected in the possession of their lands and property,
upon the necessary conditions that they take the oath of
aﬁe iance, that they do not extend the limits of their
lands, nor transfer them to one another. Consequently,
all these who have not conformed, and those who do not
conform thereto, shall leave this said province within the
term of thirty days, peremptorily; and all persons shall
come forward and manifest in person their intentions;
and, if absent, by letter, in order that the necessary mea-~
sures may be adopted. = | .

1 hereby certlfz[ the within and foregoing to be a true
and correct copy of a ‘ bando’ recorded in a book called
* Libro primero de gobierno,” which is on file in my office.
‘Witness my hand and private seal, (there being no seal
of office,) at St. Augustine, this 14 dﬁy of J ul% 18923.”

‘WILL. REYNOLDS,

Keeper of the Public Archives.

I hereby certify that the foregoing translafion is faith-
fully made, and that the copy of cernﬁcaige IISJ §c§réct.

St. AveusTINE, Judy 16th, 1823,

‘WasHiNaToN, JMay 12, 1824,

S1r: As an accompaniment to the tabular descriptive
list, I make the following representations:

Antecedent to the arrval of my colleagues in St. Au-
gustine, in the latter part of July, 1823, I appointed a
temporary secretary, and collected about seventy claims,
which I directed to be filed in the manner indicated in
the table. And, notwithstanding the obvious utility of
such an arrangement, and the absolute necessity of some
organization of a similar character, fo answer the expec-
tations of Congress terminating our session on the first
Monday in February last, thisand every other corres-
ponding proposition to preface a classification of the
claims, was invariably rejected, until, at my request, and
before the publie, the district attorney offered, if permit-
ted, to prepare the list, as now presented, at his own ex-
pense; when it was directed to be done i)y the commis-
sion; which was, at that time, composed alone of Mr.
Floyd and myself.

VWhen the claims are thus filed, and alphabetically ar-
ranged, in the namasv?{" the granfees, the quantity of the
lands grven to each will be exhibited; while, at the same
view, it will appear in virtue of whaf authorities, and for
what consideration, the grants were made. It will, in
fact, give a complete classification of the claims, and af-
ford an opportunity for the detection of every imposition
that might be attempted to be practised; and, as it fre-
quently occurred that locations were changed, and dis-
tinct and separate titles issued, the greatest attention
will be necessary to discover whether the claimant be
not the representative of aforfeited or relinquished grant.

The concession made to John H. McIntosh by Gover-
nor White on the 18th day of May, 1803, apportioned
to the ratio of his * head-rights,” which he represented
as his intention to introduce into the province, and for
which he never acquired absolute titles, was undoubted-
ly forfeited, in consequence of his having abandoned the
land three years after its occupation by two old negroes.
"The law on this subject, by reference to White’s regu-
Iations, corroborated by jci)e royal orders of 1813and 1814,
together with the fair interpretation of the laws of the
Indies. This remark will also apply to many other
claims, and_especially to those where there never was
any possession.

he claims that will be subject to the examination of
the commissioners, exclusive of the city property, may
be estimated to amount, at least, to fiffecn lfun red, of
which not more than forfy have been the subject of ad-
judication, in consequence of the entire want of system.

Under this state of mismanagement, no reasonable idea
can be formed when the commission will probably ter-
minate, crealing a deliterious embarrassment deplorable
to the Florida community, and in evident sacrifice of the
public interest. The mere procrastination of the dis-

sable available interests in the residuum of those

ands will operate as an injury to the United States
not unworthy the consideration of the Government; an
if it would not be pressing too much on the public atten-
tion, X would suggest, that if all the claims were reported
to the President on the plan I have proposed, and the
records of title in the possession of the keeper of the
public archives correspaudentt!gr scheduled, a measure
which ought to be taken for their security, it might be
ascertained which were the public lands, fotally disem-
barrassed; and authorization might be given to the Exe-
cutive to appoint a surveyor, and immediately to estab-
lish a land office in the neighborhood of St. Marks, in
order to check the present increasing illicit appropriation
and occupation of the un%uestlonable public lands there.

‘With much respect, I have the honor to remain, your
obedient servant, ALEXANDER HAMILTON.

on. Joun QuUINCY ADAxs,
Secretary of State.

. }(Iiom.-—%? thﬁa coulr)lty of Gadsgenm\vhere the best

ands are, there have been no grants, unless part of

to Pantor:, Leslie and Co. be egnrrx?)rac’ed. partof that
Documents A, B, and C, accompany this letter.

A.
To the Hon. &c.

The memorial of Bernardo S'EigUi respectfully showeth,
that your memorialist claims title to a tract ofy land con-
taining 16,000 acres situated at the head of the river Ys,
(Indian river,) on the west side, at a place known by the
name of Tokay; bounded on the north by lands of Joseph
Delespine, on the south, east, and_westi)by public lan(g,
which title your memorialist obtained by a grant from
the Spanish Government, made by his excellency Gov.
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Kindelan, for services, the 6th December, 1814, and filed
herewith, and marked A; and your memorialist farther
showeth that he is act_uai!y legally seized and possessed
of said Jand; that he is a_citizen of the United States,
and resident of the city of St. Augustine. All whichis

respectfully submitted, &c.
" BERNARDO SEGUI.
LANCASTER, Afforney.

Certificate of survey in hand-writing of Segui, dated
2d September, 1818, and signatures_apparently in same
hand. The ink certainly the same. From the great quan-
tity of surveying done by McHardy, as appears by his
plats bearing date about this perxo_d’, McHardy could
not have been in St. Augustine; or, if so, could not have
surveyed. ‘

MEMORIAL TO THE GOVERNOR.

Don Bernardo Segui, native and resident in this city,
respectfully showeth, that, inasmuch as, by the accom-
panying documents, it is proved his having been com-
missioned by your excellency to take charge of the run-
away negroes of this province, belonging to_the inhabit-
ants thereof, who, on account of the invasion of 1812,
presented themselves under the protection of this Go-
vernment, which service I performed gratuitously, with
pecuniary disbursements for the maintenance of said
slaves; until, in consequence of the royal pardon and
order of your excellency, I delivered them to their re-
spective owners who presented themselves, at the same
time make known, I complied lastly with exactitude,
going to the city of Havana in December of the year
last past, 1813, elected by the inhabitants for the purpose
of doing the duty of elector of the parish and district,
for y.'hut:’h purpose I was obliged to contract debts, suffer-
ing immense expenses. To these services, with others,
not of so much consideration, which your excellency has
been pleased to confide to me, there is added, that, on
account of the death of my father, the captain of militia,
Don Bernardo Segui, I have the charge of, and compro-
mitted, notwithstanding my losses, not to abandon his
widow, my mother, and two sisters, single, who are un-

er my protection, It is notorious and well known that
said captain died last November, 1813, being in the ser-
vice of his Majesty, omitting to make known his charac-
ter and merits, on account o %\;r excellency being satis-
fied as to the truth thereof. "With this idea,and accord-
ing to what has been set forth, not doubting to obtain the
recompense that will be useful in future, and as I intend
dedicating mﬁvself in this province in the cutting of tim-

ber, for w?nic. purpose some of my friends have proposed
aiding me with their protection i beginning thereof, I
therefore pray your excellency will be pleased to grant

me, in absolute property, five miles square of land in the
Elace Tokay, at the west end of the river Ys, situated
etween this and that of St. Johns, in which place X in-
tend establishing the necessary, machinery for the sawing
of said timber, by which a well known benefit is made
to the public, and likewise to the royal domain, by the
cheapness of the materials when it may be in want of
the same: Wherefore, I humbly pray that your excellency
will be pleased, in consideration of what has been set
forth, grant me, in absolute dominion, the five miles
sréuarg of land, or the wood of Tokay already designat-
ed, with the object of_establishing the machmex;yh for the
sawing of timber, and enjoying as my own, in_the man-
ner they havebeengranted to others, (asi loespacio,) which
1 hope to obtain from the justice of your excellencé. St.
Augustine, Florida, 6th December, 1814, B. SEGUI.

DECREE.

. St. AveusTINE, 6th December, 1814.
. The merits and services which the mteresteri alleges
in his memorial being, as they are, manifest, the utility
and advantages which must acerue to this province and
its commerce by the machinery to saw_timber which he
intends constructing, and by what is ordered in the royal
order of the 30th of October, 1790, communicated to this
Government by the captaincy general of the island of
Cuba and this said_province, on concessions of land to
the new settlers, there is conceded to_said memorialist
in the place which he designates, in absolute propert’t_y,
the five miles of land, or square, which he asks, and for
its aftainment and security, in whatever event, there
shall be granted him by the secretary’s office a certified
copy of this said memorial and decree, which will serve

him as a title in form. KINDELAN.

Don Tomas de Aguilar, ensign of the army and se-
cretary of Government of the city and province, by his
Majesty: I certify that the foregoing copy is faithfully
made from the original; and, jn compliance with what is
ordered, I give the presentin St. Augustine, Florida,

the 6th December, 1814,
TOMAS DE AGUILAR.

B.
PETITION TO THE GOVERNOR.
Don Bernardo Segui, notary public pro tem. of the town of
Fernandina, resident in this city, respectfully showeth:

That, with the permission of your excellency, he has
come to this capital solely with the object of making
known to you, as he has already done verbally, e-
plorable situation and condition of that population, ori-

nating from a want of commerce, in consequence of the

eclaration of peace between Great Britain and the Unit-
ed States of America. In May, of the present year,
your memorialist was appointed by your lordship’s pre-
decessor, Don_Sebastian Kindelan, to the office which
he now holds in said town, and, as he thought to have
obtained by it the greatest advantages, he abandoned in
this city, as is well known, the business which he had
for the support of himself and family, resulting thereby
his leaving a certainty for an uncertainty, and conse-
quently at present without any means whatever. The
town of Fernandina, as he has already stated, is in such
a deplorable situation on account of there not being any
trade whatever, that your memorialist passes entire weeks
without obtaining a half real in fees, If, therefore, a
fact so_positive, adding thereto the limited services he
has performed, merit the consideration of your lordship,
he hopes to obtain from gour well known justice, and. in
virtue of the superior orders of his Majesty, (whom God
preserve,) in which he recommends thatlands be granted
gratis to Spanish subjects, that you be pleased, therefore,
%mnt him, in absolute property, the quantity of seven
thousand acres of land on the east side of the river St..
Johns, between the place called Dunn’s lake, and that
known as Horse landing, including in said tract of land

" the place called Buffalo bluff, which latterly given up to

the Government by the house of Juan Forbes and Com-
pany in exchange for other lands.  Therefore, your me-
morialist prays that your lordship may be pleased to grant
him the said quantity of seven thousand acres of land in
the place mentioned, not doubting that he will obtain
them from the known justice of Eour lordship.
BERNARDO SEGUL
St. AvcusTINE, FLORDA, 19th December, 1815.
DECREE.
St. AveusTiNg, Frorwa, December 20, 1815,
"The renunciation made by Don Juan Forbes and Co. of
the lands mentioned by the interested in this memorial
being certain, and in virtue of the reasons which he indi-
cates to this é_royernment, let there be granted to him, in
absolute dominion, the seven thousand acres of land
which he petitions for, under the boundaries which he
points out, without injury to a third person,. despatching
for his security a certified copy of this concession, which

will serve him in every event for a title in form.
ESTRADA.

Don Andrew Burgevin, private surveyor in this city of
t. Augustine, Bast Florida: -

I certify that, in virtue of the permission of this Go-
vernment, I have measured and marked the boundaries
of a tract of land containing seven thousand acres, more
or less, situated on the east of the river St. Johns, at the

lace known as Buffalo bluff, and running south, bound-
1ng the waters of the said river, as is more fully seen by
the annexed plat, which piece of land belongs to Don
Bernardo Segui, by a_concession made to him by this
Government, the 19th December, 1815,
ANDRES BURGEVIN.
ST. AUGUSTINE, FLORIDA, Sepfember 10, 1818.

C. .
To the honorable the Commissioners appointed to ascer-
tain claims and titles to lands in East Florida.

The memorial of Bernardo Segui respectfully showeth,
that your memorialist claims title to a tract of land con-
taining about seven thousand acres, situated on the east
side of St. John’s river, at a tElace known_by the name
of Buffalo bluff; bounded on the north by Buffalo creek
and Piney island, on the south by vacant lands, on the
east by part of Dunn’s creek and vacant lands, and on
the west by St. John’s river; which title your memorialist
obtained by a grant from the Spanish Government, made
by his excellency Governor Estrada, for services, the
20th December, 1815, and filed herewith; [A] and your
memorialist er_showeth that he is actually legally
seized and possessed of said lands, that he is a citizen of
the United States, and resident of the city of St. Au-
gustine. All which is respectfully submitted, &c.
BERNARDO SEGUI.

LANCASTER, JAttorney.

Copy of concession, dated 19th December, 1815, and
certificate of survey, dated 10th September, 1818, by
Andres Burgevin, the only evidence exhibited or seen by
the commissioners. Received for confirmation.



Claimants to Lands in East Flerida.

Documents submitted, Dates of g‘;ﬁg}' I?hzl;?:ii: f
—-ioIn .
AEE
Names of claimants. { Names of grantecs, Memorial, | Grantor con-{ Survey. [Cofirmation of ‘é 8| olop| ©| By whom | By whom |Amount| Amount Location,
cession. royal title.  |g |5 % = & o ‘ﬁ granted. | confirmed.{claimed.| granted. :
B F B 8 é &
Gay, Antelm - | John Huertas - - Aug. 26, 1814| Sept.19, 1818{Dec. 24, 1817 «| -| -1 - 1f =| - | Coppinger, - 5,000 | 15,000 | Tocoy, east side of St. John’s river.
Mclntosh, John H. - | Timothy Hollinsworth - - - March 9, 1805] -{ 1| -} -] 1| ~| - | White - 800 800 | Mulberry Grove, St. John’s river,
Same - - | John H, McIntosh - (May 17, 1803|May 18, 1803{ Dec. 2, 1817 - B oledolf- ] do - 6,000 | 6,000 | At the head of Indian river,
Same - - Same - . do do - - Bl -f1f-f-1 do - unk{nown An island in Indian river.
Same - - Same - . do do - - 1 o «f «f 1] «| -] do - 300 300 | Stewart’s swamp, Indian river.
Same - - Same - - do do - - -t =|1f-]-] do - 1,000 | 1,000 | Cabbage swamp, east side Indian river.
Same - . | John McQueen - - - Jan, 14, 1792|Feb. 27, 1804] -] 1] =] | 1} =[ | do - 3,2743| 8,2744| St. JohnNepomuceno, St. John’s river.
Same - - Same - - |Oct. 29, 1795{Nov. 5, 1795 - - -1 1] of =] ] -] - | Quesada - 2,000 5 On the river Miami.
Fairbanks, Samuel - | Maria Ventura Rodrigluez - - - - ol o o U ] -] - - - 1 1 | Lot in the city of St. Augustine.
Clinch, Duncan L. « | William Penn - - - 1769 - - o} o «f o] a] =] 1] Grant - 500 500 | Twelve-mile swamp.
Fairbanks, Samuel ~ | Robert Guilbert - - - Dec. 21, 1791|April 17,1815 -| -] -| +| 3| -| - - Kindelan 80 240 | St, Anthony Bend, on the river St. John.
Mirands, Pedro - | Joseph S. Sanchez - |Jan. 2, 1816JJan. 2, 1816 - - ol o o o] o} =| =] Estrada - 1,000 { 1,000 | On the west side of North river.
Segui, Bernardo - | Bernardo Segui - {Dec. 19, 1815[Dec., 20, 1815] Sept.10, 1818 - af ol o ] o] =] =] do - 7,000 { 7,000 | Buffalo bluff, St. John’s river.
Davis, Mary Ann - | John Barker - - - - - Y Y ) S ) - - 500 500 | Davis creek, on the road to the Cowford,
Levy, Moses « | Fernando de la Maza [Nov. 12, 1816|Dec. 22, 1817 - Dec. 22, 1817 11 «{ +{ «| «| «| - { Ramirez - 36,000 /289,645 | Alachua, in East Florida,
Arredondo & Son .
Gay, Antelm - | John Leonardy - - Teb. 15, 1816| April28, 1819)April 3, 1818) .f 1} | - -] 1] ~ - Coppinger] 160 160 | Twelve-mile swamp.
Same . - | John Andrew - - Oct. 9, 1801| Aug. 18, 1818jApril 7, 1820 1j -1 1} .| 1} | - - do 400 400 | Twelve-mile swamp.
Same . - | Lewis Matteir - - Aug. 19, 1814 Sept. 4, 1818|Nov. 4, 1818} .| 1| | | 1} -| ~ - do 700 700 | Twelve-mile swamp.
Same - - { John Ginopoly - - May 27, 1799] Oct. 29, 1819|Dec. 8, 1819] «f ~f =} | 1] - = - do 600 600 WJ]sgn swamp.
Same - - | Bartolo de Castro Ferjrer - Aug. 20, 1802| Nov. 10, 1809\ July 15, 1815] ~] 1| -{ «| 1} | = - Estrada 400 400 | St. Vincent Ferrer, St.‘Joh.n Bluff.
Same - - | Lewis Matteir - {Jan, 31, 1801(Feb. 3, 1801{*May 29, 1809 - 1 = 1f - =] o] = | White - 300 300 | Ross plantation, Musquitoriver.
Same - - | Pablo Rosell - R Oct. 14, 1817 - April 17, 1818 | =f »| o -} 1} - - Coppinger| 2,000 | 2,000 | Territory of Musquito. .
Same - - | George Fleming - - Sept. 24, 1816 Sept. 9, 1816/Sept. 24, 1816; -1 1] -] .} -1 1] = - do 500 | 20,000 | Indian river, mout of St, Sebastian.
Same - - | Anto. Ballejo & Anto.[Petrus - Nov. 10, 1814 - June 17, 1801} -] «| =} 1] =] «| = - - 2 lots | 2 lots | In the city of St. .Augustme.
Same - - { Joha Moor - - - Nov. 10, 1814{Aug. 5, 1819} 1 -] 1| -f =} «| ~ - Coppinger| 1 lot | 1lot | TownofFernandina.
Miller, Robert, & wife | David Garvin - - Novemb, 1803 - Dec. 5, 1814| = <] «| -] 1] «f - - Kindelan an isliand Martin island, river St. Marys.
Tucker, Elizabeth « | Andrew Tucker - - Oct, 24, 1804} June 26, 1816 - ol <] | =} 1] =] | White - 230 230 | Black hammocl_c, opposite Amelia Island.
Underwood, Jehu - | Jehu Underwood .« [May 20, 1805|May 20, 1805 - Feb, 17,1821 -{ 1| -{ -} 1| -] = do Coppinger] 600 600 | Black creek, river St. Johns, Duval county,
Richard, Jn. B. heirsof | John B, Richards - - Oct. 19, 1803 - - b | [ S O A I do - 230 230 | Potsburg creek, river St, John.
Copp, Belton A, - | Bernard Segui - [Dec. 16, 1817|Jan. 22, 1818| Aug. 1, 1818/August3, 1818] =] 1| -1 -] -| 1) -| Coppinger| Coppinger| 1,200 | 1,200 | Joe Gray, westside St, John’sriver.
Berrie, William - | 'William Berrie - - - - Feb, 12, 1817 -| 1| =] -] 1] «f = - do 350 350 | Orange Grove, river of Amelia, Cowpen branch.
Huertas, John - | John Huertas - - Aug. 26, 1814({June 26, 1820{Dec. 24, 1817] ~| 1| -f =} 1f -} = - do 15,000 { 15,000 | Tocoy and B, Bayant, e, side river St. Johns.
Avice, Francis J. - | Fern.Maza Arredondo/Mar, 21, 1817|Mar. 24, 1817} August, 1819|August9, 1819 -1 1| | -[ -| 1| -| Coppinger{ do 500 500 | Little Jake, St. John’s xiver. .
Avice, J. F. & P. Viel | Joseph Peso de Burgo - Sept. 11, 1798| Dec. 29, 1820|Feb. 28, 1818| - 1| <] -f 1} .| - do 1,000 | 1,000 | W.side St, Sebastianriver, near St. Augustine,
Avice, J. Francis - | John Huertas - - Aug. 26, 1814] May 30, 1820|Dec. 24, 1817f ~| 1{ ~[ -f 1[ =] - - do 6,000 | 15,000 | Buena Vista, east side of St. John’s river.
Avice, J. Francis - | Aysick Travers - - Nov. 10, 1805| June 14, 1821{June 18, 1821| -| 1| ~f -| 1| -} » - do 115 115 | River Matanzas, south side of St, Augustine.
‘Robinson, Eliza - | Pedro Capo - |Feb. 28, 1803|Mar. 5, 1803 Sept, 30, 1821 - -} 3} «1 =l 1] &} -] White - 105 105 | St. Scbastian river, 13 miles n. of St, Augustine.

. J * Order of survey dated Aprl 26, 1821. - .
Observations.—In McIntosh’s claim there were no absolute itles; the evidence was, that he had taken possession of his land by placing thereon two negroes, who abandoned it in 1805, The quantity

of the lands was delermined by his head-rights, he haying represented that he would introduce 250 negroes,
The claims here inserted are in the order they were filed with the commission, 37 out of about 1200,

T Order of survey dated Sept. 3, 1818,
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