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RETURN OF CERTIFICATES FOR JUNE, 1811-Continucd. 

Situation of land. 
No. Date. Name of person under whom In whose favor issued. Nature of the claim. 

land was claim.ed. 
County. 1Vate1• c1,1urae. 

983 June'27, Louise De Favrot, • . Joseph Alexander Declouet, • Order of survey, • - Attakapas, - . . 
984 June 27, Fransois Mara11t, • Fransois Maraut, • - Order of survey, • . Attakapas, Bayou Vermillion, . 
985 June 27, Andrew and Murin Martin, - Andrew and Marin Martin, • Order of survey, • . Attakapas, . . . 
986 June 28, Herswell Siclick, . - William Shields, • • • Sot1lement and occupancy, . Opelousas, - . . 
987 June 28, HerHwell Sidick, . Robert Rogers, • • Settlement and occupancy, - Opelousas, - . -
988 June 28, Victor De Forest, - . Seth Hanchet, . . Requete, • • - Opelousas, Bayou Bellair, . 
989 June 28, John Forest, . . Seth Hanchet, - . Requete, . . . Opelousas, Bayou Bellair, . 
990 June 28, Gilde Forest, . . Seth Hanchet, - . Requete, • • . Opelousas, Bayou Bellair, . 
991 June 28, Louis De Ville, - - Louis De Ville, . . Settlement and occupancy, . Opelousas, . . 

' -992 June 28, Etienne Do Ville, - . Etienne De Ville, . - Settlement and cultivation, - Opelousas, . - . 
993 June 28, William Walker, . . Nathaniel Badger, - . Order of survey, - . Rapides, - - -994 June 28, Pierre B. Lamoine, . - Pierre B. Lamoine, . - Reauete, - - . Rapides, - - -995 June 28, Augustin Jano, - - Augu$tin ,•ano, . . Settlement and occupnncy, - Rapides, - . 
996 June 28, Patrick Clnrke, . - Patrick Clarke, - . Order of survey, - Rapides, Red river, • . 
997 June 28, - Broussard, - - Joseph Ducotte, - - Settlement and occupancy, - Rapidee, - - -
998 June 28, Robert Rogers, - - John Stephens, • - Settlement and occupancy, - Rapides, Red river, • -
999 June 28, Joseph Baxazn, • . Andrew Dupree, • - Order of survey, - . Rapides, - . -

1000 .Tune 28, Michel Pampalon, - . Even Baker, • - Requete, - • - Rapides, . - -
1001 June 28, Jean Baptiste Leonard, - Jenn Baptiste Leonard, - Requetc, • - - Rapides, - - . 
1002 June 28, Joseph Mayeux, • . Joseph Mayeux, - - Settlement and occupancy, . Rapides, - - -1003 June 28, Benjamin Ruth, - - Benjamin Ruth, • . Settlement and occupancy, - Rapides, - . . 
1004 June 28, Louis Judice, - . Amaret Broussard, • - Possession. - - - Attakapas, . -1005 June 28, Alexander Fontenot, - . Alexander Fontenot, - . Order of survey, . . Opelousas, . - -
1006 J11ne 28, Pierre Baptiste Fontenot, Pierre Baptiste Fontenot, . Requete, - - . Opelousas, - . -
1007 June 28, Bazil Chiasson, • - Heirs of Bazil Chiasson, . Requote, - . . Opelousas, B. Placquem. brule, . 
1(108 June 29, Antoine Maille, . - ,Jean Pierre Stcly, - . Order of survey, . - Opelousas, Bayou Bom•bcux, -
1009 June 29, John Baptiste Stely,' • . John Baptiste Stely, • - Spanish patent, - - . Opelousas, . . -
1010 June 29, George Stcly, - . Baptiste Stely, • - Spanish patent, - . . Opelousas, . . -
1011 June 29, Elizabeth Estouts, • - James Mal'tin, - - Order of survey, - - Opelousas, B. Placquem. brulc, -
1012 June 29, Jean Baptiste Figurant, . Jean Baptiste Figurant, - Order of survey, - - Opelousas, - - . 
1013 June 29, Pie, re Bernard, - . Deminique P1ejean, • - Order of survey, - - Attakapas, Bayou Carancrn, . 
1014 June 29, John Stephen Baker,. . John Stephen Baker, - Spani$h patent, • . - Rapides, . . . 
1015 June 29, Michol I.a Prairie, - . Michel La Prairie, • - Requete, - - . Rapides, Rigolet of 7 leagues, • 
10J6 June 29, J osl'ph J effrion, - . .Yoseph J effrion, - . Orde1· of survey, - . Rapides, . . . 
1017 June 2!1, Pierro Mayeux, - - Pierre Mayeux, • - Order of survey, . . Rapides, . . . 
1018 June 291 Pierre Perrot, - . Hypolite JefFrion, - - Order of survey, . - Rapides, - - . 
1019 June 29, Carlos De Grandpre, • . Carlos De Graudprc, - . Order of survey, . . Rapides, . . -
1020 June 29, Jean Aman, Sen. • - Joseph Jeffrion, - . Order of survey, . - Rapides, . . -
1021 June 29, Joseph Junot, • . John Baptiste Lamoine, - Settlement and occupancy, . Rapide~, . . 
1022 June 29, Augustin Juneau, - . Fransois Tournier, • . Order of survey, - . Rapides, . - -

A true copy of the journal of decisions of the Board of Commissioners for the western district of the Orleans Territory, for June, 1811, 
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Number of 
acres and 
bundr'ths, 

1354 03 
203 10 
507 75 
320 
320 
338 51 
338 51 
338 51 
640 
169 25 
203 10 
169 25 
:181 72 
243 72 
173 90 
451 80 
292 52 
338 51 
203 10 
169 25 
169 25 
677 
338 51 
507 75 
338 51 
677 
203 10 
338 51 
406 21 
314 20 
335 43 
338 51 
677 
135 40 
!:08 
338 51 -
338 51 
257 26 
273 32 

Arpems and 
hundredths Uemark ... 
of front. 

1600 
240 
600 Grand prairie. . Pine prairie. 
- Pine prairie. 

400 
400 
400 
756 27 Prairie Faqnetike. 
200 Prairie Faquetike. 
240 In Avoyelles, 
200 In Avoyelles. . In Avoyelles, 
288 
205 Avoyelles, 

. Avoyelles, 
- Avoyelles • 

240 
200 Avoyelles prairie. 
200 Avoyelles. 
S(JO 
400 Isle a Beaulieu· 
600 
400 
800 
240 Prail'ic Grand Coteau, 
400 
480 

420 
400 In Avoyelles, 
800 
160 Avoyelles, - Avoyelles prairie. 
400 Avoyelles. 
427 Avoyelles prairie. 
400 Avoyelles. 
30,, Avoyelles. 
- Avoyelles. 

JOHN THOMPSON, Clerk. 
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No, Date. 

--
.'\. 1023 July 1, 
A 1024 July 1, 
B 10':!5 July 1, 
B 1026 July 1, 
B 1027 July 1, 

U 1028 July 1, 
B 1029 July 1, 
B 1030 July 1, 
B 1031 July 1, 
B 1032 July 1, 
81033 July I, 
B 10::4 July 1, 
B 1035 July l, 
B 1036 July 2, 
B 1037 July 2, 
B 1038 July 2, 
B 1039 July 2, 
B I04CJ July 2, 
B 1041 July 2, 
B 1042 July 2, 
n 1043 July 2, 
B 1044 .luly 2, 
ll 1045 July 3, 
81046 July 3, 
B 1047 ,July 3, 
B 1048 July 3, 
B 1049 July 3, 
B 1050 July 3, 
B 1051 July 3, 
n 1052 July 5, 
B 1053 ,July 5. 
"B 1054 July 5, 
B 1055 July 5, 
B 1056 July 5, 
B 1057 July 5, 
B 1058 July 5, 
.-\ 1059 July 5, 
B 1060 July 5, 
B 1061 July 5, 
D 1062 July 5, 
B 1063 July 5, 

l,fontMy return of Certificates issued by the Oo11imissioners of the western District of Orleans Territory, for July. 1811. 

Situation of the land. Number Superficial 
Name of person under whom In whose favor i~sued. Nature of the claim, of acres nrpents 

land was claimed. andhnn• and hun-
County. W:1tor course. dredthe. d1·cdth~. 

- -
Stepho11 Tippet • i!itrphen Tippet . Spanish patent - Rapides . Bayou Rapides . 135 40 160 
Joseph Ta't:i.da. • ,Toseph Taxada . Spanish pa.tent . Rapides . Bayou Cotonier . 427 29 564 
Joseph Jefli-ion • Bap1i~te Habally Order of survey - Rapides . . . . 338 51 400 
.Jo~eph Linderneau • Jo~eph Linderneau . Settlement and occupancy - Rapides . Bayou De Lac . 64.0 756 27 
Messrs. Pierro Cavian and Laur- Joseph Linderneau . Settlement and occupancy - Hapides . . . 203 10 240 

ence Norman -
Nicholas Y erbois . Nicholas Yerbois . Order of sun·cy . Rapides . Mississippi . «!06 21 480 
Cha\'les Kenon - Charles Kenon . Order of survey . Rapides . B. Lamourio . 338 51 400 
Thomas l.lremi.n Thomaa llrenan . Settlement and occupancy - Rapides '• . . . 640 756 27 
William Faulkinner . Anthony Corkran . Requete - Uapides . Bnyou Bceuf . 20:1 10 240 
John In Rufty . Peter Leglise . Order of survey - Rapides .led river . 338 51 400 
Benjamin Rooth . Peter I.eglise . Order of survey - Rapides - Red river . 338 51 400 
Paul Decuir . Etienne St. Roman . Settlement and occupancy . Rapides - . . . 152 12 180 
John Baptiste Marcote . Heirs of John Bapti~te :Marcoto Rcqueto - Rapides . Bayou Bceuf . 203 10 240 
Zachires Routh . Frnnsois Tournier • Order of survey . Rapides . . . . 203 10 240 
Fransois Saubador . Fransois S:mbador • Order of survey " Rapides . Mississippi . 406 21 480 
Henry B1•adley . Fransois Tournie1• . Order of survey . Rapides . - . . 338 51 400 
John Burney . John Burney . Requete . Rapides - Bayou Flacon - 677 800 
-- F1·ederick . Pierre Bnillio . Settlement and occupancy - Rapides . Bayou Rapid~s . 140 50 -John B. Dnbois . ,John B. Dubois . Settlement and occup:i.ucy - Rapides . Bayou Rapides . 472 58 558 43 
Etienne Layssard . John Archinard . Requete - Hapides . Bayou Rapides - 287 93 340 
Louis Blanpin . John Dill - Requete - Rapides . Red River - 203 10 240 
Pierro Normnnd, sen. . Pierre Normand, sen. . Settlement and occupancy - Rapides - Red River . 640 756 27 
Richard Smith . Richard Smith . Settlement and permission - Rapides . B. Lamouric . 507 76 600 
Piene Saumire Pierre Saumire - Settlement and occupancy - Rapides . Bayou Ba:uf - 338 51 400 
Matthew Gray . J11lian Poydrass - Settlement :md occupancy - Rapides . Bayou Rapides - 57 10 -Baptiste Vallery . Julian Poydrass - Settlement - Rapides . B. Je11n de Jean - 134 78 -Mntthew Nu~ont . Alexande1• Innes . Settlement - Rapides . Bayou Rapides - 485 55 574 
Alvon Wiley . . George B. Curtia . 3ettlement and occupancy - R11pides . Bayou Robert - 640 756 27 
William Wiley, jr. . . William Wiley, jun. . Settlement and occup:mcy - Uapides . Bayou Robert . 640 756 27 
Hugh Thompson - Robert Cochran - Requete - Rapides . Bayou Rapides . 236 9,) 280 
John Baptiste Marcot . George Sutor - Requete - Rapides . BayouBceuf . 268 
John Lovelace . John Lovelace . Requete - Rapides . Bayou Rapides . 677 800 
Pollacarp Lamotte . Pollac:irp Lamotte - Requete - Rapidea . Bayou Rapides . 338 51 400 
Michel Deville . lfadame Eugene Le Dowe . Settlement - Rapides . Bayou Rapides . 152 33 180 
Ignace Mayc,nc . Ignace Mayone - Possession - Rapides . Red river . 677 800 
Bertrand Mayocho . Bertrand Mayoche . Rcquetc • Rapides . Red river . 338 51 400 
Samuel Porter . Samuel Porter . Spanisht'atent • Ra.pides . Bayou Flacon . 338 51 400 
La Rose Fontenot . Joseph Fontenot . Order o survey a.nd settlement Opelousas . . . - 507 75 600 
Joseph Fontenot . Jo8eph Fontenot . Settlement and occupancy - Opelousas . . . . ,507 75 600 
Joseph Fontenot . Joseph Fonte11ot . Order of survey and settlement Opelousas . . . . 677 800 
John Baptiste Ducet Pelagic Fontenot . Lequeto - Opelousas . . '• . 677 800 

- ::-

R Nn.1rks. 

uirie. 
[amou, 
ayou Chico. 
ayou Cannc~. 
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No. Dn te Name of person under whom 
land was claimed. 

--- --- .,. ______ 

A 1064 July 5, Antoine Boisdore . 
B 1065 July 5, Semphorien Caillavet . 
81066 July 5, Semphorien Caillavet . 
AI067 July 5, Pierre Antoine Fruge . 
A 1068 July 5, Laurent Dupre . 
B 1069 July 5, Louis Fontenot . 
81070 July 6, Jean Louis Fontenot . 
D 1071 July 6, Jacques Fontenot . 
i, 1072 July 6, IIincinthe Boisdore . 
D 1073 July 6, Samuel Wells . 
B 1074 July 6, Piert•e Brosset . 
B 1075 July 6, Pierre B ros2et . 
B 1076 July 61 Pie1·1·e Brosset . 
n 1077 July 6, Dominique Coco . 
B 1078 July 6, Joseph Latier, jun. . 
&1079 July 6, John Holly . 
B 1080 July 6, JohnCoier . 
B 1081 July 6, Joseph Holmes . 
B 1082 July 6, Daniel Fields -B 1083 July 9, Philip Fontenot . 
B 1084 July 9, Crosar Archinard . 
B 1085 July 9, Crosar Archinard . 
B 1086 July 9, Philip Fontenot . 
8 1087 July 9, Paul Fontenot . 
A1088 July 9, John Johnson . 
A 1089 July 9, John Johnson 
A 1090 July 9, Joseph Johnson . 
A 1091 July o, Etienne Rokburg • de Lamora11• 

dier, 
A 1092 July 9, Philip Langlois . 
81093 July 9, Paul Laforest . 
81094 July 9, - Archinard 

B 1095 July 9, Brid~et Fahey -B 1096 July 9, Wilham Hurgrove . 
B 1097 July 9, Edmund Nugent . 
B 1098 July 9, Pierre Baillio . 
81099 July 9, John Brown . 
81100 July 9, Joseph Brown . 

RETURN OF CERTIFICATES FOR JULY, 1811-Continued, 

Situatio~ of land, 
In whose favor issued, Nature of tbe claim. 

County, Watercourse, 

Louis Fontenot • Spanish patent . Opelousas - - - -Louis Fontenot • Order of survey . Opelousas - - - . 
Louis Fontenot - Order of burvey . Opelousas . - - -Louis Fontenot • Spanish patent . Opelousas . n. Coleareau -Louis Fontenot • Sp11nish patent . Opelousas . - - . 
Louis Fontenot • Order of survey . Opelousas . . ~ -Jean Louis Fontenot • Order ofsun·ey . Opelousas . - - -Jacques I•'ontcnot •• Requete and occupancy . Opelousas - - - -Fransois Fontenot • Requete and occupancy . Opelousas . Branch B. Cannes -
Joseph Fontenot • Order of survey . Opelousas . - - -Adam Tate • Orde1• of survey . Opelousas . - - -Joseph Fontenot • Order of survey . Opelousas . - - -Phil,p Fontenot • Order of survey - Opelousas . - - -Messrs. Celeston Joffrion, Joseph Order of survey . Rapides - - - -Latier, and John Brawner • 
Joseph Latier, jun, . Requcte and settlement - Rapides - Bayou Rapides -John Holly . Requete and settlement . Rapides - Bayou Deville . 
Balan Layssard . Settlement - Uapides - lluvou Uapides -,JosPph Holmes - Requete . Rapides - n. 'Laccasine -Edward Fahey . lleq uete a11d occupancy . Rapides - B. Lamourie -Philip Fontenot . Order of survey . Opelousas . - - -John Ilay . Order of survey . Opelousas . Bayou Chico -Gilucrt Sweat . Order of survey - Opelousns . - - -Philip Fontenot . llcquete . Opelousns - - . -Paul Fontenot . Settlement nncl cultivation - Opelousas - Bayou M1rrons -Blaize D1ass11re . Spani~h patent - Opelousas - Bayou Tosson -William Shields . Spanish patent - Opelousus - Bayou Tcsson -Widow nnd heirs of Joseph Spanish patent - Opelousas .. - - . 

Johnso11 -
Henry Lastrapes . Sparnsll patent - Opelousas ~ Bayou Tesson . 
,John Baptisto Figurant . Spanish patent - Opelousas ·- Bayou 'l'esson . 
John Ca,son . Requete and settlement . Uapides . - Red river -George B. Curtis and Jarrott Settlement and occupancy - Rapides - Bayou Uapides -Rison . 
Bridget Fahey - Settlement and occupancy - R,1pides - B. Lamourie . 
Gem·ge B, Curtis and Jarratt Requete - Uapides - Red river -Ri,on • 
Heirs of St, James Beauvais . Requete - Rapides - Bayou Rapides -Pierre Baillio . Settlement and occupancy - Rapides - Bayou Rapides -John Drown - Requete - Rapides - Bayou Rapides -Joseph Drown . Ue4ueto RapidQI - Bayou R11pides -

Number of 
acres and 
hund'ths, 

2708 09 
406 21 
203 10 
677 

1354 03 
338 51 
677 

1015 53 
677 

1354 03 
304 65 
203 10 
169 25 
338 51 

531 94 
1354 03 

-
1354 03 
338 51 

1354 03 
169 25 
507 75 

1354 03 
528 26 
101 55 
270 80 
135 40 

1015 53 

338 51 
169 25 
203 10 

302 70 
677 

. 
258 
203 10 
203 10 

Superficial 
arpents. 

3200 
480 
240 
800 

1600 
400 
800 

1200 
800 

1600 
360 
240 
240 
400 

1600 
112 

1600 
400 

1600 
200 
600 

1600 

120 
3~0 
160 

1200 

400 
200 
240 

800 

368 

240 
240 

Remark.~ 

·--

Prairie Mr. ¥eullion, ( 

Prairie Dtl Cannes, 
Pmirie B1you Chico. 

Prairie Bayou Chico. 

A'l'oyellei, 

Prairie Il:-iyou Ch'co, 

Grand Prairie, 

Grand Prai,ic, 
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-

No. Date, Name of person under whom 
land wa■ claime-0, 

B 1101 July 9, Joseph Lallier, . 
B 1102 July 9, -- Charpentier, -
B 1103 July 9, l'ierre Laborde, • . 
8 1104 July 9, Victor Babb!n, . 
B l105 July 9, Joseph llubroc, -
B 1106 July 9, Olivia I•'razier, . -
B 1107 July 9, l'rnnsois Mayeux, . -
8 1108 July 9, Valerc Bourque, . -
13 1109 July 10, Antoine Boisdore, . -
B 1110 July 10, William Bunrlick, Sen. . 

B 1111 July 10, Godfried Krieger, . 
B 1112 July 10, John Chabot, • . 
B 1113 July 10, Philip Fontenot, • . 
B 1114 July 10, Augustin Bordelot, • . 
B 1115 ,July 10, Edwa1 d Teal, . . 
A 1116 July 10, Donato Bellio, . .. 
13 1117 July 10, John Mouton, - -
B 1118 July 10, Chevalier Vellier, . . 
B 1119 July 10, Antoine Blanc, . 
B 1120 July 10, Zndok Harmon, -
B 1121 July 10, William Bundick, Sen. . 

B 1122 July 10, William Bundick, Sen. 
B Jl23 July 10, Joseph Buller, . -
B 1124 July 10, Louise Boisclo,e, . 
B 1125 July 10, Louis Romain de la FOSBr, • 
ll 1126 July 10, Jean Doucet, . 
B 1127 ,July 11, Joseph Carron, . 
B 1128 July 11, Clal'ke Barton, . . 
3 1129 July 11, David Guidry, -
B 1130 July 11, Reubin Ba1•row, . 
B 1131 July 11, Israel Bushnel, . -
B 1132 July 11, Luke Collin•, . . 
B 1133 July 11, Theophilus Collins, 

B 1134 July 11, John Tyson, . -
B 1135 July 11, Paul J3outin, . . 

RETURN OF CERTIFICATES FOR JULY, 1811-Continued. 

Situation of land, 
In whose, favor issued, Nature of the claim, 

I County. \\'ater course. 

Augu~te and John Louia RcfJ_uete and occupancy,: . Rapides Dayou Rapides 
Uaillio, 

Pierro ll,iillio, . . Settlement, Rapides Bayou Rapides 
Na1hnnil'l nadgcr, . - Heqncte, - napides - -
Victo1· Babbin, - - Settlement, . Rapides . - -Nathaniel Badger, - . Rcquetc Rapides - . -
Olivia F1·azie1•1 

. - Settlement and occupancy, - Uapides Waters ll, Flacon 
Nathaniel Badger, . Settlement and occupancy, . Uapides - -
Valere Bourque, • • Possession &. occupancy . Opelousas Brc'h Placqu'nc 
Widow of Antoine Boisdore, Rcquete . Opelousas - . -
Representllth·es of William 

Bundick, 
Order of sm·,·cy - Opelousas Bayou Chico . 

Reprcdentativcs of William 
Bundick, 

Order of survey . Opelousas, . . . 
Frnnsois Cresar Boutte, . Order of sm·,·cy . Opelousas Bayou Techo . 
Philip l'ontcnot, . . Order of survey . Opelousas - - . 
Nathaniel Badger, . . Uequete Opelousas - - . 
John Mc Daniel, . - Otde1• of sur\'cy and occupancy Opelousas Bayon Chico -
Widow Donato Bellio, . Spa,tish patent • Opelousas - . -
Hobert Burleigh, . . Order of surny and occupancy Opelousas Bayou Carancro 
Rev. J.ouis Buhot, . . Order of survey and occupancy Opelousas Bayou ?tlallet • 
Antoine Blanc, . . Order of survey and occupancy Opelousas nivcr Nementno 
Patrick Poor, - . Order of survey and occupancy Ouachila Buyou de Siards 
Ucprcsen alivca of ,Villiam Rl·quctc . Opelou~as B, Crocodile • 

Bundick, Sen, 
William Bundick, Sen. . Pos~cssion & occupan<'y . Opelou~as nayou Nczpique 
Joseph Buller, - . Settlement and occupancy - 0Jelousas Bayou C,,nncs • 
Louiso Boisdorr, . . Ueqnete . Opelousas Bayou Cannes • 
Joachim Ortrga, • . Order of sur,·ey . Opelousas B. of BiA" Woods 
'l'homas Be,hoe, • . Order of SUl'\'<.'Y . Opelousas Bayou Mallet 
Widow Fiansoise Carl'on, . Order of sun·ey . Opelousas D, Cou tableau 
Clarke Barton, . Rcquete and occupancy . Opclousus Bayou Cannes 
David Guidry, . . Order of sur,·cy - Opelousas n. l'lacq. brule 
Reubin Burrow, . . Settlement and occupancy . Opelousas Bayou Tortue -
Is1·acl Buahnel, . . Settlement and occupancy . Opelousas Bayou Cannes • 
Represent's of Luke Collins, Uequeto . Opelousas B. Marie Croquant 
Uepresentn'\'~S of' Theophilus Order of survey . Opelousas B. Grand bridge 

Collins, 
Roprcsenta•ves of Theophilus Requete . Opelousas B,you Brouf . 

Collins, 
Paul Boutin, . . Order of suney - Opelousas Bayou Nezpique 

Numbe1• of Superficial 
11c1es and arpents and 

hundredths, hundredths, 

677 800 

140 49 
169 25 200 
238 . 
169 25 200 
640 756 27 
169 25 200 
640 756 27 

1354 04 1600 

338 51 400 

!)38 51 4.00 

- 859 
169 25 200 

- 10 

338 51 4.00 
203 10 240 
203 10 240 
677 800 

2708 08 3200 
406 21 480 

1354 04 1600 

1354 04 1600 
'640 756 27 

677 800 
507 75 600 
:,38 51 400 
677 800 
507 76 6J0 
677 800 
640 756 27 
6,10 756 27 
338 51 400 
338 51 400 

812 42 960 

677 800 

•--

nemarkt1, 

-----

Avoyelles, 
Catahoula, 
A,·oyclles, 

A\'oycllcs, 

Grand Coul..:e prairie of ,l. 11ontcaot. 

Whatever depth m.1y be found, not t 
exceed 40. 

Grand prairie, 

Prairie Mamou. 

Grand prairie, 
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RETURN OF CERTIFICATES FOR JULY, 1811-Continued. 

Situation of land. 
No. Date. Name of person under whom In whose favor issued. Nature of the claim. 

lnnd wa~ claimed. 

County. Water course. 

B 1136 July 11, Michel Leger, - - Paul Boutin • - Ol'der of survey, - - Opelousas, B. N czpiq ue, B 1137 July 11, Picrie Doucet,; - - Jean Baptiste Rivere,f - Order of survey, - - Opelousas, - -8 1138 July 11, --- De Mezire, - Represcnt's of Jacob Bim, Order of survey, - - Opelousas, Bayou Co.rron, B 1139 July 11, Michael Cat•riur, - Michael Cnrriet•, - Requetc, . - - " - -B 1140 July 11, Luc Hollier, - - Michael Carrier, - Order of sm·vey, - - - -A 1141 July 11, Joseph Cormier, • - Widow of ,Joseph Cormier, Spanish patent, - - - - -B 1142 July 12, Daniel Callaghan, - Daniel Call,ghan, • Requete and settlement, - - . . B 1143 July 12, Martin Donato Bello, - Martin Donato Bello, - Roquete and settlement, - - . . B 1144 July 12, James Campbell, - James Campbell, - Uequete and settlement, - - Bayou Cannes, B 1145 July 12, Nathaniel West, - Daniel Callaghan, - Order of survey, - - - - -B 1146 July 12, Martin Duralde, - - Martin Duralde, • Order of sul'vey, - - - B. of the Bridge, B 1147 July 12, Jane Mccullock, - Daniel Callaghan, - Settlement and occupancy, - . Bayou Chico, B 1148 July 12, Claude Chabot, . Claude Chabot, - Order of survey, . - - B. Nczpique, B 1149 July 12, Creed West, - Daniel Callaghan, - Order of survey, . - Opelousas, Placque. brulc, 8 1150 July 12, Nathaniel West, - John Campbell, - Settlement and occupancy, - OpelouRns, - -B 1151 July 12, John Corkran, - John Corkran, - Settlement, - - Opelous(IS1 Bayou Cannes, 8 1152 July 12, Jacques Dupre, - Jacques Dupre, - Order of survey, . - Opelousas, - -B 1153 July 12, Antoine Dupre, - Jacques Dupre, - Ordc1· of survey and occupancy, Opelousas, Bayou Catarau, A. 1154 July 12, Charles Como, - John Dinsmore, - Spanish patent, - • Opelousas, - -,\ 1155 July 12, Roman de hi Fosse, - Louie Carrier, - Spanish patent, - • Opelousa~, . -A. 1156 July 12, John Tessan, - Louis Carrier, - Spanish patent, - • Opelousas, - . B 1157 July 12, Donato Bello, - Susanna Moreau, widow of Order of survey, - • Opelousas, . . 
. 1158 July 12, 

D.Bello, 
Thomas Prisme, - Dnnicl Callaghan, - Spanish pntent, - - Opelousas, - -11159 July 18, ,villiam Rufty, - William 'Miller, - Order of survey and settlement, - Rapides, Bayou Baiuf, A. 1160 July 18, Fl'ederiek Myre, - John C:isson, • Spanish patent, . - Rapides, Bayou Bwuf, 4. 1161 July 18, Froderick Myre, - Willing Well~, - Spanish patent, - - Rapides, Bayou Bwuf, A. 1162 July 18, Frederick My1·e, William Miller, • Spanish patent, • - Rapides, Bayou Bwuf, A. 1163 July 18, Frederick Myre, - John Cassan, - • Spanish patent, - - Rapides, Bayou Bwuf, :1. 1164 ,July 22, Hubert Jannes, - Raphael Smith, - Spanish patent, - • Opelousus, - -B 1165 July 22, Silvain Saunier, - Raphael Smith, - Order of surYey and settlement, • Opelousus, - -B 1166 July 22, Michel Riter, - Joseph Hoy, - Order of survey and settlement, • Opelousas, . -S 1167 July 22, Charles Fontenot, - Charles Fontenot, - Settlement, • • Opelousas, . -a 1168 July 22, Joseph Sylvester, - Benjamin Gaing, - Settlement, - . Opelousas, - -R 1169 July 22, Samuel Watson, - W niter Brashear, - Orde1• of survey and settlement, - Attakapas, Teche, 8 1170 July 22, William Romple, - William Uomple, - Requete and settlement, - Attakapas, - -8 1171 Jnly 22, Charles Locasc, - Inhabitants of Opelousas, - Order of survey and settlement, - Opelousa~, Bayou Tesson, il 1172 July 22, Antoine llauker, . Heirs of Antoine Bauker, - Spanish patent, - Opelousas, - -!\ 1173 July 22, Matthew Heber, - Jacques Do Ronan, . Spanish patent, - Attakapas, B. Petite A.nee, il 1174 July 22, Luke Collins, - Reprcsentafo·es of Theophi- Spanish patent, - Opelonsns, - -

ii 1175 July 22, Antoine Lacoure, 
lus Collins, 

Requete and settlornent, Opelousas, - Antoine Lacoure, - - - -ti 1176 July 22, Jacques Crook, - Joseph Lejeune, - Requele and settlement, - Opelousas, Bayou Chico, 

Number of 
acres and 

hundredths. 

- 677 
- 304 65 
- 1354 03 
- 677 
- 846 28 

338 51 

- 203 10 
- 270 80 - 3:38 51 - 270 80 
- 677 

- 640 
- 1354 04 
- 270 80 
- 640 . 640 
- 507 75 

3:18 51 . 440 06 - 338 51 - 338 51 
- 203 10 

- 203 10 - -. --:- -. .. 
- -. -. -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- . 

- -- -

Superficial 
arpents and 
hundl'edths. 

800 
360 

1600 
800 

1000 
400 
240 
320 
400 
320 
800 
756 27 

1600 
320 
756 27 
756 27 
600 
400 
520 
400 
400 
:Ho 

240 
201.l 
200 
400 
200 
200 
320 
260 
240 
480 
560 
371 
400 
200 
800 
120 
676 

400 
400 

nemarks. 

Prairie Plaisance. 

Prairie Faquetike. 
Woods Bayou Mallet. 
Bellevue. 
Cove Bellevue. 
Bois de Mallet. 

Placquemine brn1e. 

Pine Prairie. 

W ooda of Wells. 

BelleYuc, 
Isle a Beaulieu. 
Isle a Beaulieu, 
Grand Prail'ie. 

Cove Bellevue. 

In Bellevue. 
In Bellevue, 

Grand Prairie. 
Prairie of two Marais 
Belle Isle. 

Grand Cotiaux. 

In front of Prairie Bais~e. 

Grand Prairie. 

. ·--. 

00\ 
t0 
00 

'°Q 
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0 
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No. Date. Namo of person under "·horn 
land was claimed. 

B 1177 July 22, Dennis Lo Barge, -
B 1178 July 22, Robert McKim, -
B 1179 July 23, Jacob Jarrard, -
B 1180 July 23, Jacob J arrnrd, -
B 1181 July 23, Michel Riter, -
A 1182 July 23, Vincent ~:scovear, -
B 1183 July 23, .lame~ Teal, -
A 1184 July 23, Fran!,''lis Pitre, -
A 1185 July 23, Joseph Fontenot, -
A 1186 July 23, Catherine :flello, -
B 1187 July 2S, Pierre J 11 bert, -A 1188 July 24, Frnnsois Sta~ey, -
A 1189 July 24, Hubert J ennrn, -
A 1190 July 24, Hubert Jenni~, -
A 1191 July 24, Chl'istoval Gomez, -
B 1192 July 24, Sylvain Sauniel', -
B 1193 July 24, Sylvain Saunier, -
B 1194 July 24, Sylvain Saunier, -
B 1195 July 24, Lnpnse Vedrine, -
B 1196 July 24, Benjamin Winfree, -
B 1197 July 24, SeT.:rina Sotto, -
B 1198 ,Tuly 24, Pierre Guidry, -B 1199 July 24, John Mouton, -
B 1200 July 24, John Mouton, . 
B 1201 July 24, John Henry, -
B 1202 July 24, John Baptiste Henry, -
B 1203 July 27, Charles Barl'ie, -
B 1204 July 27, James Yarberl'y, -
B 1205 ,luly 27, Joseph Burl'el, -
B 1206 July 27, John Brenton, -n 1201 July 27, ,Tohn Nasper, -
B 1208 July 29, Louis Hulain, . 
B 1209 July 29, Claude Frilloe, -
J3 1210 July 29, Louis Judice, -
B 1211 July 29, John R Foulk, -
B 1212 July 29, Charles Henks, -B 1'.!13 July 29, Joseph F1·edrick, -
B L14 July 29, Thomas Priestmnn, . 

RETURN OF CERTIFICATES FOR JULY, 1811-Continued. 

-
Situation of land. 

In whose faYor issued. Nature of the claim. 

County. Water course. 

Jesse Lum, - Rcquete and settlement, - Opelousas, Bayou Cane&, -
John \lcDanid, - Settlement, - - Opelousas, Bayou Chico, -Jacob Jarrard, - Settlement, - - Attakapas, Bayou Teche, -James L. Johnson, - Settlement, - - Attakapas, Bayou Teche, -
Benjamin A, Smith, - Requete and possession , - Opelousas, Bayou Bourbeux, -
Charles Smith, - Spanish patent, - - Opelousas, Flacquemine brule, 
.Tohn McDaniel, - Settlement, - - Opelousas, Bayou Chico, • 
Fransois Pitre, - Spanish patent, . . Opelousas, - - -Representatives of William Spanish patent, - - Opelousas, - - -Reed, 
Representatives of Joseph C. Spanish patent, . - Opelousas, . - -Poiret. 
Pierro Hubert, - Settlement, - - Opelousas, Bayou CancE, -Michel Staley, - Spa,,ish patent, - • Opelousas, . - -Sylvain Saunier, . Spanish patent, • - Opelousas, - - -Augustin Comeau, - Spanish patent, - • OJ>elousas, - - -Charles Smith, . Spanish patent, - - Opelou$as, Placqueminc brulc, 
Augustin Comeau, - Order of survey and possession, Opelousas, - - -Magdnline Saunier, - Order of survey and possession, Opelousas, - - -Sylvain Saunier, - Order of survey and possession, Opelousas, . - -Lapase Vedrine, - Settlement, - - Opelousas, - . -Benjamin Winfree, - Settlement, - - Opelousas, Bayou Tortuc, -Severina Soto, - Settlement, • - Opelousas, - -
Loui~ Arseneau, • Possession and occupancy, - Opelousas, Placq•1emine brule, 
Pierre, Bernard, and Louis Ar- Possession and occupancy, - Opelousas, Nementao, -soneaux, 
Pierre, Bernard, and Lous Ar- Possession and occupancy, - Opelousas, Ncme11tao, -
seneaux, 

William Moore, - Order of survey and settlement, Attakapas, Techo, - -John Baptiste Henry, - Requete and settlement, - Attakapas, Teche, - -Joseph Andrus, . Order of survey and possession, Opelousas, Waters of' the Techo, 
Daniel Callngha11, - Settlement, - - Attakapa~, Vermillion water8, -
Joseph Burrel's heirs, - Settlement and possession, - Atta kn pas, Teche, - -John Brenton, - Settlement, • . Atrakapas, Berwick's bay, -Joseph Derouan, - Rcquete and settlement, - Attaknpas, Techc, - -Louis Uulain, - Reqnetc and settlement, - Attakapas, - - . 
Claude Frilloe, - Settlement and occupancy, - Attakapas, - - -
Louis Judieo, - Possession with permission, A.ttakapas, - -,Tohn R, Foulk, - Settlement, - - Attakapas, Vermillion, -Charles Henka, - Settlement, - - Attnknpas, Vermillion waters, -
Charles Smith, - l>os,,ession and occupancy, • Opelousas, Flacq uemine brule, 
William Thomas, - Order of survey and settlement, Opelousas, Buyou Chico, • 

ll' 

Number of Superficial 
acres and arpents and 

hundredths, hundredths 

- 400 
- 320 - 578 12 

- 173 - 400 - 200 . 480 - 440 

- 800 

640 756 27 . 240 - 80 - 80 - 320 - 80 . 60 . 80 
152 20 
640 756 27 
640 756 27 - 4S0 
- 480 

- 480 

- 400 - 400 
625 - 440 
640 756 27 - 320 - 240 10 - 240 
640 756 27 

- 720 
640 756 27 
640 756 27 - 600 
- 320 

Rem 

GranJ Prah-ie. 
Grand l'mirie. 

Bois do Mallet. 

Bellevue, 
Bellevue. 

Bellevue. 
Bellevue, 
Bellevue. 
Prah-ie Faqucti 

Pine Prairie. 

Cypress Island 
Near the can:1 
Grande Cote. 

e 

,.. 
~ 
t,) 

w 

t:"' 
;:,-
z 
t:::: 
Ci 
t-c 
>-... 
r:::: 
rn 
.... 
z 
t:"' 
0 
C: ..... 
00 
I-< 

;:,-
z 
t-" 

c;'J 
i:0 
t.:> 



.. 

RETURN OF CERTIFICATES FOR JULY, 1811.-Continued. 

Situation of land, 
No, Date, Name of peraon under whom In whoso favor issued. Nature of tbe olnim. 

land was claimed. 
County, Water course, 

B 1215 July 29, Hal'dress Ellis, . Franklin Thomas, • Order of aui,vcy and settlement, Opelousas, Bayon Chico, 
B 1216 July 29, .Maria de St, Dennis, . Peter McDaniel an<l Gilbert Order of eurvey and settlement, Opelousas, Bayou Chico, 

Sweat. 
A 1217 July 30, Joseph Chretien, - Fransois and Dennis Lemel, • Spnnish patent, - - Opelousa~, Courtable11u, 
A 1218 July 30, Joseph Chretien, - Mary Jeanne Lemel, • Spnnisb patent, • - Opelousas, Courtnblcau, 
A 1219 July 30, PierrtJ Savoy, - Joseph Landry, • Spanish patent, - . Opel01,sns, - -
B 1220 ,July 30, Baptiste Doucet, - B:lptiste Doucet, - Settlement nnd occupancy, . Opelousas, - -
B 1221 July 30, Alexander Green, . Joseph Le Blanc, . Req ucte and settlement, - Attakapns, Vermillion, 
A 1222 July 31, Bluizo Brasseur, . Blnizo Bra~sure, - Spanish patent, • .. Opelousas, - -
A 1223 July 31, Joseph Bourque, . Heirs of Joseph Bourqne, - Spanish patent, • - Opelousa~, - -A 1224 July 31, Marin Mouton, - John Mouton, - Spanish putent, • - Attakopas, Carancro, 
A 12'.?5 July 31, Simon Le lllanc, - Simon Le Blnnc, - Spanish patent, • . Attakapas, Carancro, 
B 1226 July 31, Antoine Villatore, - A, toine Villatol'e, - Settlement, - - Attakapas, Lake Flamand, 
B 1227 July 31, Manuel Pl'odos, . Antoine Villotor,·, - Settlement, .. Attnkapa~, Lake Flamand, 
B 1228 July 31, Andrew Swiss, - John Nofpal', - Settlement, - - Attnkapas, Teche, .. 
B 1229 July 31, Martin Trenton, . Nelly Tt·enton, - Possession and settlement, - Rapides, Bayou Bo:uf, 

A true copy of the journal of dccisipns of the Boord or Commissioners fo1 the we6tern district of the Orle;ins Territorr, for Jnly, l8l 1, 

Number of 
acres• 

. -- --. -. -- -- -
- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- .. . 664 

... ...... ·---

Superficial Remarks, 
arpents. 

·-. 

480 
1600 

640 
160 
400 
610 Prairie Fnquctikl•, 
320 
320 Bellevne, 
480 Ilellevne, 
240 
800 
160 
161) 
200 

JOHN THOMPSON, Clerk. 

-.t 
0 
0 

~ 
~ 
l:d 
t"' 
>--1 

0 

t"' 
> 
z 
t::! 
rn 

,.., ... 
at ... 
~ 



No. Date. 

Monthly 1·eturn of Certificates issued by lite Commissioners f'f thr. TVestern District of Orlean1 TerrUory, ~IJ.ugust, 1811. 

Namo of person under whom 
land was claimed, 

In whose f,1\"or i,suetl, Natlm• of claim. 
Situation of lanol. 

I 
Number o~Arpentsand 

1------:----------I acres and /hundndths 
hund1·cdthq 

County. Wat~r cour,,~. 

f" 1---1----------1------ . ·-! ---- -1----1------1------1 

n 1230 
A 1231 
A 1232 
A 1233 
A 1234 
A 1235 
8 1236 
B 1237 
n 123s 
D 1239 
B 1240 
A 1241 
B 1242 
B 1243 
B 124•~ 
B 1245 
B 1246 
n 1247 
B 1248 
B 1249 
B. 1250 
ll 1251 
A 1252 

n 1253 
B 1254 
B 1255 
A 1256 
A 12S7 
A 1258 
B 1259 
Jl 1260 
A 1261 
A 1262 
A 1263 
A 1264 
ll 1265 
'B 1266 
A 1267 

A 12GB 
A 1269 

August 1 
August l 
A11g11st 1 
All,!(USt 1 
Aug-ust 1 
August 1 
August 2 
August 2 
August 2 
Augu•t 2 
August 2 
Augu~l 2 
August 3 
August 3 
August 3 
August 3 
August 5 
August 5 
Augnst 5 
August 5 
August 5 
August 5 
August 5 

Auguet 6 
August 6 
August 6 
Augu~t 6 
August 6 
August 6 
August 7 
August 7 
August 7 
August 7 
August 7 
August 7 
August 8 
August 8 
August 8 

August 8 
August 8 

John Bell -
Rene Tiahan 
Theodo1·e Tl11bodea11 1 
Jo~eph Decoud 
Olivia Thibod~au 
Fransois Leben 
John White 
William White 
Thomas Johnson 
Reuben White 
Whitington Wallace • 
Cha1•les Broussas 
Louis White 
Samuel Stauts 
John Mouton 
John Johnson 
John Mouton 
Widow Bordat 
Augu~tin Boudreau 
Pierre Bernard 
Antoine Bordat 
A11guetin Uugas 
Simon Lebla,nc 

F1angois Broussarcl 
Charles Lacast 
Mary Joseph 
Amant Landry 
Paul Bonain 
Paul Thibodeau 
John Chote 
James Dunman 
Andrew Mandan 
Antoine Pelite 
Louis Richard 
Andrew Mandan 
Pi~rre Carrier 
Malachy llayes 
Jean Baptiste Figurnn 

Jean Baptiste Figuran 
Jean Baptiste }'iguran 

Abraham Ri_:rr:-~ • Settlem~nt - Attnlcapas 
Heirs of Rene Trahan Span.&b patci1t Auakapas 

• Theodore Thibode:in • Spunish patent Attakapas 
- Jean Baptiste Trahar, Spanish patent Attakapns 

Widow Olivia Thibodeau Spanish patrnt • Attakapns 
• Joseph Martin Spanitih patent Attakapas 
• John Whito Ordc1·ofsurveynnds~ttlement • Attakapas 

William White Orde1• of survey and settlement Attakapas 
Wid. and heirs of ,l:unes Leaton S,·ttlement - • Rapides 

- Heuhen White lkquete and selth!ment Rapides 
Wid. and heirs of Whir. ,valfaco Se·tlement - Attakapa~ 

- Silvain Saunier Spanish patent Opel<>usas 
- Nicholas Welch Settlement • Rapides 
• Benjamin Millc1• Settlement and permission - Rapides 
• John Mouton (ncphrn) Order of survey and settlement - Opelousas 
• Francis Huckett • Requctc and settlement • Attaknpas 
• John Mouton (nephew) Order of surwy and possession Opelou~as 

John Mouton (nephew) Order of snrvey :m·l settlement - Altnknpas 
• John Mouton (nephew) Order of survey and &ettkmcnt - Attakapns 
• John Mouton (nephew) Posse~l'ion and use Attakapas 
• John Mouton (ncp 1,ew) Possession and use • Attakapas 
- Aug11stin Dugas Settlement ancl occupancy • Attakapaa 

Simon Leblanc Spani1>h pntent • Attukapas 

• l'ransois Broussard • Settle't and occupancy ten years Attakapas 
• Charles J.ncnst Settlement - - - Opelousas 
- Marv Joseph (colo1•ed) • Settlement - Attakapns 

Theo. Broussa1·d & Simon G·ange Spanish pat,,nt Atlalrn1 as 
- Paul Bunain Spanish patent Attalrnpas 

P1111l Thibodeau Spani$h patent • Opel. & Atta. 
Henry Hargroder Requetc nnd settlement Attakapas 

• Henajah Spell Settlement • - Opdouens 
• Louis Tounac • Spanish patent - Opelo11sns 
- Robert Taylor - Spanish patent • Opelousas 
• Robe1•t Taylor Spanish patent • Opelousas 
- Hobert Taylor Spanish patent - Opelousas 
• laidcon Fitz • Settlement and occupancy • Opelousas 
• Representatives of:\falachy Hayes, Order of sm•i·ey Rlld settlement • Attakapas 

Joseph Andrepant • • Spanish patent Opelousas 

- I Louis Carrier, -
• Charles Worthington 

•. I Spanish patent 
• Spanish patent 

• I Opelousas 
• Opelousas 

Ttrhe 640 
Vermillion • 2,780 Ofl 
Vermillion 355 43 
Vermillion 3J8 51 
Teche 4~6 21 
Techo 8U 42 
Vermillion 3.38 51 
Vermillion 338 51 
Bayou Lumoire 161 07 
Red riv('r 236 95 
Vermillion 640 

4,06 21 
Bayou RapiJes 640 
lied river 640 
Placqucmine brulc - 338 51 
Rayou Sally - 640 
Plncquemine.brulc - 338 51 
Cainncro • 338 51 
Carancro 355 43 
Carancro 338 51 
Car:incro 135 40 
Vermillion 321 57 
Tcche 426 51 

Vormillio11 • I ,015 53 
Bayou Cannes 640 
Teche 541 61 
Vermillion • 1,015 53 
Petit Ance 338 51 
Carancro 710 87 
Techo 677 
Queue de Tortue - 640 

118 48 
16 92 

338 51 
84 63 

143 
Tfche 677 
Malette - -

Malette • 
Malette • 

169 25 
321 Sil 

756 27 
3,200 

4:JO 
400 
504 
960 
400 
400 
170 53 
280 
756 27 
480 
756 27 
756 27 
41,0 
756 27 
400 
400 
420 
400 
160 
380 
504 

1,200 
756 27 
6-10 

1,2,;o 
400 
840 
800 
756 27 
140 
20 

400 
100 

soo 

200 
380 

Jl,·mark~. 

Bellevue. 

Not entered, but found of' re 
cord. 

Prairie of the Ili\l, 

Prairie of the Hill. 

13 arpents and 36 French 
feet front, and 40 arpents 
deep. 
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No. Date. Name of person under whom 
lnnd was claimed. 

B 1270 August 9 Martin Donato . . 
a 1271 August 9 Martin Donato . . 
8 1272 August 9 Baptiste Fontenot • . 
q 1273 August 9 Baptiste Fontenot • . 
. B 1274 August 9 Joseph Frederick • . 
JJ 1275 August 9 Maria Donato, fi-ee mulatto . 
8 1276 August 9 Celestin Moreau - . 
B 1277 August 9 Fransois Petre . . 
lJ 1278 August 10 -- W nllace and others . 
8 1~79 August 13 John Buller - -'u 1280 August 13 Pierre Petre - -
B 1281 Auguit 13 John Mouton - . 
A. 1282 August 13 John Mouton . . 
A 1283 August 13 Fran~ois Provost - . 
A. 1284 August 13 Fransois Collet - . 
:S 1285 August 13 Pierre Menard - -
'.o 1286 August 14 Patrick Gurnet - . 
8 1287 August 14 Jeremiah Doud . -
B 1288 August 14 John Neville . -
ll ]289 August 14 John Tear • . . 
8 1290 August 14 William Bowers - -
JJ 1291 August 14 Matthew Nugent . -a 1292 August 14 Jarrard Brandon . . 
U 1293 August 14 Samuel Wells . -
ll 1294 ,\Ugust 14 John Hay • . .. -
lJ 1295 August 14 John Henry . -
IJ 1296 August 16 Simon Broussard - . 
a 1297 August 16 Aaron Drake . . 
,\ 1298 August 20 Olivia Thibodeau . . 
H 1299 August 20 Edward Forem~n - -
B 1300 August 20 I<;d IVnrd Porstall - -
A 1301 August 20 Jean Maria Armant . . 
,\, 1302 August 20 Jacques Dcshautelle • -
A 1303 August 20 Charles Johnson • -
A 1304 August 20 Chal'les Johnson - -
B 1305 Angust 20 Joseph Fredel'ick - . 
8 1306 August 20 Louis Broussard - . 
B 1307 August 20 Zacha•iah Martin - -
8 1308 August 20 Joseph Landry - -
8 1309 August 20 John McDaniel . . 
A 1310 August 21 Andrew Mass . . 
B 1311 August 21 Cha!'les Oliver De Vezin . 
8 1312 August 21 Charles Oliver De Vezin . 

RETURN OF CERTIFICATES FOR AUGUST, !SU-Continued. 

Situation ofland. 
In whose favor issued, Nature of claim. 

County, Water course, 

Martin Donato . . Order of survey and settlom.ent • Opelousas Mallette . . 
Martin Donato • . Order of survey and settlement • Opelousas . . . 
M'arfin Donato Bello • . Order of survey and settlement• Opelousas Teche and Carancro 
Martin Donato Bello • . Order of survey and settlement • Opelousas . . 
Martin Donato Bello • - Ten years' settlement - Opelousas . . 
Maria Donato - . Order of survey ancl settlement • Opelousas Bayou Malette . 
Martin Donato - Settlement ten years • Opl'lousas Bayou !'lfalette . 
Fransois Petre . . Requete and ten years' settlement Opelousas . . . 
Cwsar Archinard - Ten years' settlement • Opelousas . . . 
Heirs of John Bulle1• • . Ten years' settlement • Opelousas B. Placquem. brule -
Pierre Forest . . Order of survey and settlement • Opelousas - . . 
Heirs of John Mouton - Possession and occupancy • Opelousas Bayou Carancro . 
Heirs of John Mouton - Spanish patent • • Attakapas Bayou Carancro . 
Fransois Provost - • Spanish patent . Attakapas Techo . -
Fransois Collet • • Spanish patent - . Attakapas Teche . . 
HeirsofJohnBaptistePeytavin • Settlement and possession . Attakapas - . . 
Representatives of Abram Martin Requete and settlement - Rapides Bayou Robert . 
Representatives of Abram Martin Requete and settlement - Rapides Rayou Robert . 
Representatives of Abram Marlin Uequeto and settlement . Rapides Bayou Robert . 
Ueprcsentatives of Abram Martin Settloment . - Rapides Bayou Robert . 
Representatives of Abram Martin Settlement - . Rapides Bayou Hobert . 
John Hay • . - Requete and possession • Opelousas Bayou Chico . 
John Hay • . . Order of survey and possession • Opelousas Bayou Chico . 
John Hay • . . Rcquete and possession • Opelomas Bayou Chico . 
John Hny • . . Settlement • • Opelousas Bayou Chico . 
Willi:im Mool'o - . Settlement and occupancy • Attakapos Teche . . 
Heirs of Simon Bl'oussard . Possession and occupancy • Attakapas Bayou Tol'tue -
Aaron D1•ake . . Order of su, vev and settlement • Attakrpas - . -
Jean Baptiste Cormier • Spanish patent - • Attakapas Vermillion . 
Ed ward Foreman • • Settlement and occupancy • Attakapas Queue de Tortue -
Louis Viellon • - s~ttfomcnt by permission • Attakopas Teehe . . 
Antoine Langlois - • Spanish patent • • Opelousas Placquemine brule • 
Jacques Deshautelle • • Spanish patent - • Opelousas Placquemine brule • 
Heps. of Charles Johnson . Spanish patent • • Opelousas Bayou Yarborough • 
Joan Dnptiste David • • Spanish patent • • Opelousas Bayou Yarborough • 
Jean Baptiste David • • Order of survey and settlement • Opelousas Malette • • 
John Corkran & Dennis McDanie 1 Possession • - • Opelousas . . . 
Reps. of Christopher Teal - Requete and settlement - Opelousas Bayou Chico -
Joseph Landry • . Order of ~urvey and settlement • Opelousas - . 
James Teal • • . Order of&urvey and settlement • Opelousas Bayou Chico . 
Jesse E. Lacy - . Spanish patent - • Attakapas Teche • . 
Louis Judice - . Order of eurvoy and settlement • At1akapas Waters ofTeche -
Louis Judice - . Order of survey and setUement • Attakapas, Waters ofTeche . 

Numbe1• of 
acres and 
hund'ths, 

406 21 
406 21 
203 10 
406 21 
338 51 
406 21 
406 21 
180 40 

1,Q15 SJ 
507 76 
507 76 
338 51 
338 51 
677 
338 51 
236 95 
338 51 
169 25 
169 25 
640 
338 51 
507 76 
338 51 
406 21 
640 
507 76 
744 72 
846 28 
355 43 
640 
304 65 
677 
677 
169 25 
169 25 
677 
338 51 
335 51 
677 
338 51 
812 42 
466 21 
135 40 

Arpents 
and bun-
dredths. 

480 
480 
240 
480 
400 
480 
480 
225 

1,200 
600 
600 
400 
400 
800 
400 
280 
400 
200 
200 
756 27 
400 
600 
400 
480 
756 27 
600 
880 

1,000 
420 
756 27 
360 
800 
800 
200 
200 
800 
400 
400 
800 
400 
960 
480 
160 

Remarks. 

Grand Prairie. 
Eagle's Nest. 

Quarter of Plaisanco, 
Pine Prairie. 

Prairie Langlois, 

Cypress Island 

Gross Isle. 

Grancl Prairie. 

Prairie de Cnnnes. 
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No. Date. Name of person under whom 
land was claimed. 

---· --
B 1313 August 22, Lewis Judice, -
B 1314 August 22, Bernard Dauterive, . 
B 1315 August 22, Bernurd Dauterive, -
B 1316 August 22, J acqucs Fontenett, . 
B 1317 August 22, Bernard Dauterive, . 
B 1318 August 22, James Brown, . 
B 1319 August 23, Alexander Declouette, -
B 1320 August 23, Alexander Declouett, -
B 1321 August 23, Bernard Dauterive, -
n 1322 August 23, Bernard Dauterive, -
B 1323 August 23, Charles o•Niel, -
B 1324 Augast 23, Charles O'Niel, -
D 1325 Augnst 23, Joseph Melancon, -
B 1326 Aug11st23, John Green Welch, -B 1327 August 23, Jacob Hooter, -n 1328 August 23, Thomas 8erwick, -
B 1329 August 24, William Brown, -
B 1330 Aui~ust 24, Uriah Wiggins, -
13 1331 !\ugust 24, Benjamin Grubb, -
B 1332 August 24, F1·11nsois Provost, -
B 1333 August 24, Olivier Do Vezin. -n 1334 August 24,, George Toucheque, -
R 1335 August 24, Alphonso Etier, -
B 1336 August 24, Alphonso Etier, -
B 1337 August 24, Antoine Etier, -
B 1338 August 24, Pierre Etic1·, -
B 1339 August 26, John Hebral'd, -
B 1340 August 26, John Marcote, -
ll 1341 August 26, Simon Fontenot, -
B 1342 August 26, Henry Fontenot, . -
B 1343 August 26, Thomas Huffpowcr, -
B 1344 August 26, Jean Baptiste Paytal'in, -
B 1345 August 27, Bernard Dauterive, -
B 1346 August 27, James Swift, -
B 1347 August 27, Jean Bp;ptiste Soileau, -
B 1348 August 27, Simon Eontenot, -
B 1349 August 27, Godfroi s~teau, -
B 1350 August 27, Angelica cshautelle, -
A 1351 August 27, Jean llapti$te Hebert, -
A 1852 Augnst 27, Jean Labh4, Sen. -
A 1353 August 27, Jos,·ph Bro~sard, -
A 1354 August 27, Michael Me nx, -
A 1355 August 27, Olivia Thibodeau, -

JI#-

RETURN OF CERTIFICATES FOR AUGUST, 1811-Continued. 

Situation of land. 
In whose favor issued. Nature of claim. 

Ceunty. "'ater course. 
---- -

Louis .Tndice, - Order of survey and possession, A.ttakapas, - - -Louis Judice, - Possession ar.d occupancy, • Attakapas, Teche, . -Louis Judice, - Possession and occupancy, - Attaknpas, Techc, - -Jacques Fontenette, - Order of survey and settlement, Attakapns, Teche water;,, -J1\cqucs Fontenette, - Posscssi,m and occupancy, . Attakapas, Techc, - -Peter Sydix, . Settlement, - • . Opelousas, Beaver creek, -Louis Judice, - O1·der of survey anrl settlement, Attakapa~, Teche, - . 
Louis Judice, - Order of survey and sttllcment, Attakapas, Teche, - -Louis Judice, • Possnss!on 1111d occupancy, • Attakapa•, 'feche, - -I.oms ,l udice, • Posse~s1on and occupancy, - .A.ttakapae, Teche, - -Dominique Prevost, - Possession nnd occupancy, - Attnkapas, - - -Dominique Prevost, • Possession and occupancy, . At1akapas, - -Joseph Melancon, -

1 
Po~ses11ion and ,,ccupancy, - Altaknpas, Teche, - -Heirs of Gabriel Martin, - Settlement with permission, • Rapides, Bayou Rapides, -

Stephen Tippet, - Requete and settlement, • Rapides, Bayou Rapides, -
Nathaniel Cochran, - Possession and occupancy, • Opelousas, Bayou Cannes, -
Matthew Stone, • Settlement, - - - Rapirles, Hemphill's creek, -
Matthew Stone, - Settlement, • - • Rapides, Red rive1•, . 
Reube\\ White, - Settlement, - - - Rapides, Red river, -Fransois Prevost, - Order of sui•vcy and settlement, Attakapas, Teche, -Dominique Prevost, - Settlement, - - - Attakapas, Teche, -Heirs of George 'l'oucheque, Order of survey and settlement, Attakapas, - - -Antoine Etier, - Order of survey and settlement, Attakapas, Vermillion, -Pierre F.tier, - Order of survey nod settlement, Attakapas, Vermillion, -Antoine Etier, - Order of survey and settlement, Attakapas, Vermillion, -Pierre Etier, . Order of survey and settlement, Attakapas, Vermillion, . 
Fransois 'fournier, - Settlement and permission, . Rapides, - - -
Joseph Carrnachc, - Settlement and permission, - Rapides, - . -Simon Fontenot, - Seith ment and permission, - Opelousas, - - -Henry Fontenot, • Settlement and permission, - Opelo11sas, - - -
Thomas Hutrpower, - Order of survey and settlement, Opelousas, Q.ucue Tortue, -Reps. of Jean Bap, Peytavin, Order of survey and settlement, Attakapas, Teche, - -Joseph Landry, - Settlement, - • - Attakapas, Teche, - . 
Joseph Irwin, - Settlement, - - - Rapides~ Black river, -Jean Baptiste Soileau, . Settlement, - - - Opelousas, - - . 
Simon Fontenot (Bellevue ) Settlement, - - - Opelousas, Bayau Cannes, -Godfro1 Soileau, - Settlement, - - - Opdousas, - . -Angelica Deshautellc, - Settlement, • - - Rapides, - - -Jean Baptiste Hebe1•t, - Spanish patent, - - Attakapas, Teche, - -Jean Lubbe, Sen, - Spanish patent, - - Attakapas, Vermillion, -Joseph Broussard, - Spanish patent, - - Attakapas, Vermillion, -Michael Meaux, - Spanish patent, - - Attakapas, Vermillion, -Olivia Thibodeau, . Spanish patent, - - Attakapas, Vermillion, -

Number ojArpents and 
acres and hundredths. 
hund'ths. 

406 21 480 
728 21 860 
874 2::l 1033 
406 21 480 

1219 06 14.40 
200 236 
270 80 320 
146 45 173 
203 10 240 
169 25 200 
287 79 340 
135 40 160 
390 98 462 
640 756 27 
338 51 400 
677 800 
640 756 27 
560 69 662 55 
269 317 86 
677 800 
135 40 160 
203 10 240 
338 51 400 
338 51 400 
677 800 
677 800 
203 10 240 
350 43 420 
135 40 160 
236 95 280 
677 800 
846 28 1000 
101 55 120 
640 756 27 
236 95 ~80 
507 76 600 
338 51 400 
203 10 240 
710 86 840 
677 800 
710 86 840 

1015 53 1200 
356 43 420 

Rema1 

Cypress Island 

Cypress Island 

Cypress !,land, 

In Avoyelles, 
In Avoyelles, 
Grand Prairie. 
Prairie of Madi 

Madame Bellni 

J\ladame Bellai 
In Avoyelles, 

-
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RETURN OF CERTIFICATES FOR AUGUST, 1811--:-Continued. 

Situation of land. 
No. Date. Name of person under whom In whose favor issued. Nature of claim. 

land was claimed. 
County. Water course, 

----
A 1356 August 27, Jean Labbe, Jun. - Jean Labbe, Jun, - Spanish patent, - - .o\ttakapas, Vermillion, 
A 1357 August 28, Joseph Deconcl, . Franyo!s Grevemberg, • Spanish patent, - - Attakapas, Teche, -n 1358 August 28, Joseph J\laton, - Fran501s Grevemberg, • Settlement, - - - Attakapos, Tcche, . 
R 1359 August 28, Jei.n Labbe and others, . Heirs of Al, Devince Bienvenue Settlement, . - . Attakapas, Tcche, . 
H 1360 August 28, }'ransois Prevost, . Frangois P1·evost, . Order of survey and settlement, • Attakapas, -· . 
ll 1361 August 28. Catharine Toupart, . Fransois Prevost, . Order ot survey and settlement, • Attakap,s, Teche, . 
B 1362 August 28, Claude Duhou, . Franyois Prevost, . Order of survey and settlement, • Attakapas, Teche, . 
B 1363 August 28, Pierre Nezat, Sen. . Andre Martin, . Order of survey and settlement, • Opelousas, Nementao, . 
'8 • 1364 August 28, Antoine Charpentier, . Andre Martin, . O1·der of sur, ey and settlement, • Opelousas, Nementao, . 
B 1:365 August 28, Joseph Oha1•pentier, . Ar,d1·e Martin, - Order of survey and settlement, • Opelousas, Nementao, . 
ll 1366 August 28, Alexan<ler Nezat, • Alexander Nezat, . Order of survey and settlement, • Opelousas, Nementao, . 
ll 1367 August 28, Augustin Nezat, • Augustin Nezat, . Order of survey and settlement, • Opelousas, Nementao, -
n 1368 Au.gust 28, Fransois Bandera11 and others, Fransois Prevost, . Order of survey 1111d settlement, • Attaknpas, - - . 
R 1369 August 29, Anselm Thibodeau, • Eloy Broussard, . . Settlement, • . • Attakapas, Vermillion, . 
B 1370 August 29, Anselm Thibodeau, . Anselm Thibodeau, ~Settlement, - . . Attakapa~, Vermillion, 
B 1371 August 291 Widow Pamet, Widow Pellerin, . Set1lcmcnt, . . - Attakapas, Petit Ance, . 
B 1372 Augu$t 29, Jacob Nafper, • ,lacob Nafper, - Order of survey and settlement, • .Attakapas, Teche, . 
B 1373 Augu~t 29, Charles H. Oliver Do Vezin, • Charles H. Oliver De Vtzin, Order of surl'ey and sett foment, • Attakapas, Teche waters, -
B 1374 August 29, Adam Carol, . Adam Carol, • Order of survey and settlement, • Atrakapas, Teche, . 
A 1375 .August 30, Alexander D. Bienvenue, - Alex'r D. Bienvenue's heirs, Spanish patent, • - • Attakapas, . . -
13 1376 August 30, Louis, a tree Carteron, . Louis Duseau, . Ordet· of survey and settlement, • Attakapas, Queue de Tortue, . 
n 1377 August 30, Jean llap1isto Degrnis, ,Jean Baptiste Dcgruis, . Orde1· of surl'ey and setth·mont, • Atrakapas, Queue de Tortue, . 
n 1378 Au8usl 30, Dufossar De~1·ui~, . ~ufos~:ir Degruis, . Orde1• of survey aud eettltment, • Attakapas, Queue de Tortue, • 
Jl 1379 Augu~t 30, Pierre Grolod, . Pierre Grolod, . Order of surtey and settlement, • Attakapas, . - -
D ]380 Augu&t 30, Joseph Carlin, . Alexander Hebert, . Settlem't & occupancy twelve years, Attakapas, Teche, . 
B 1381 August 30, Pierre Fontenot, . Margaret Fisher, . Reulem't & occupancy twelve years, Opelousas, Bayou Cannes, . 
B 1382 August 30, Jean Pierre Decuir, . Jacques Fontenot, . Requete and ~ettlement, - Attakapn~, Bayou Tortue, . 
B 1383 August 30, Baptiste Demareli!, . Florentine Poiret, . Settlement twelve years, - Opelousns, Teche, . 
B 1384 Augnst 30, Andre Ncraut, . Fransois J. Ozenne, . Settlement Lwelve yenrs, • Attnkapas, Tortue, . 
B 1385 August 31, Frnnsois Marcantel, . John B. Young, - Settlement twelve yea,s, • Opelousas, Bayou Cannes, . 
A 1386 August 31, Paul Tralll'n, . Paul Trahan, - Spanish patent, • • • Attnkapae, Vermillion, . 
B 1387 August 31, I', I>ucloslang, . P. Ducloslang, . Setllement and occupancy ten years, Attnknpas, Teche, . 
n 1388 August 31, P. Ducloslong, . P. Ducloslnng, . Settlement and occupancy ten years, Attnkapas, Teche, 
B 1389 August 31, Simon Broussard, . Heirs of Simon Broussard, - Order of ,m·vcy and settlement, • Attakapas, Vermillion, . 
ll 1390 August 31, Charles Olivier, Jun. - Agricole Fusillier, • - Hequete and ten years' settlement, AttaknpM, Teche, . 
TJ 1391 .August 31, Pier1·e Morin, . Reps. of Joseph Guidry, . Order of survey and ~ett lement, • Attakapas, Teche, -n 1392 August 31, 1"l'anyois Armant, - Frausois Armant, - Order of survey and settlement, - A1t11kapae, Teche wate1·•, . 
B JJ93 August 311 Bernard Apante, . Claire B. De St, Clair, . Settlement, • • • Attnkapas, 'l'eche, . 
-

A rue copy of the journal of decisions of the Board of Commissioners for the western district of the Territory of Orleans for August, 1811, 

Number of 
' acres and 

hund'ths. 

!H7 82 
203 10 
270 80 
812 40 
846 28 
3:rn 51 
355 43 
338 51 
338 51 
338 51 
338 51 
338 51 
338 51 
169 25 

1421 73 
203 10 
270 so 

2843 48 
677 

-
677 

1344 04 
677 
203 10 
203 10 
169 25 
372 36 
135 40 
406 21 
155 53 
710 86 
107 63 
192 
338 51 
880 13 
677 
42 31 

677 

Arpents and 
hundrcths. 

1120 
240 
320 
960 

1000 
400 
420 
400 
400 
400 
400 
400 
400 
200 

1680 
240 
320 

3360 
800 
320 20 
800 

1600 
800 
240 
240 
200 
440 
160 
480 
183 75 
840 
127 20 
227 
400 

1040 
800 

50 
800 

---~ 

Ucmatka. 
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Pine Ilill. 

Isle Pivcrt. 

Cypress hland. 

Cypress I.land, 

"C 
c:: 
t,:I 

t:"" .... 
C 

t:"" 
> 
z 
t::, 
00 . 

JOHN THOMPSON, Clerk. 

,.., ... 
OIi ,_' 
~) 



No. Date. 

n 139~ Sept. 2, 
n 1.~95 Sept. 2, 
B 1396 Sept. 2, 
ll 1397 Sept. 2, 

8 1398 Sept. 2, 
B 1399 Sept. 2, 
B 1400 Sept. :,, 
B 1401 Sept. 3, 
B 1402 Sept, ;J, 
B 1403 Sept, 3, 
B 140,t Sept, 3, 
U 1405 Sept. 3, 
B 1406 Sept. 4, 
n 1407 Sept. 4, 
n 1408 Sept. 4, 
B 1409 Sept. 4·, 

B 1410 Sept. 4, 

B 1411 Sept. 4, 

B i412 Sept. 4, 
J3 1413 Srpt. 4, 
B 14H Sept. 4, 
B 14H St•pt. 5, 
B 1416 Sept. 5, 
n 1417 Sept. 5, 
U 1418 Sept. 5, 
B 1419 Sept. 5, 
H 1420 Sept. 5, 
B 1421 Sept. 5, 
A 1422 Sept. 6, 
n 14'23 S pt. 6, 
B 1424 Sept. 6, 
B 1425 Sept. 6, 
B 1426 Sept. 6, 
n 1427 Sept. 6, 
n 1428 Sept 6, 
B 1429 Sept. 6, 
ll 1430 Sept, 6, 
n 1431 Sept. 6, 
n 1432 Sept, 6, 

llfontMy return of Certificates issued hy llie Commissioners of /he Western District of Orleans Territory, for September, 1811. 

Situation of land. 
Name of person under whom In whose favor issu~. Nature of claim. Number of Arpents and 

land was claimed. - acres and bundredthe. 
County. Water courc~. hundredths. 

Adrian Rondo . Amiable Covcllon . Sertlemrnt eghteen years . Rapides - 330 50 390 23 
-- Boloquc . Joseph Guillory • Settlement twclvo years - Opelousas - 20:1 10 240 
Hichaumc Soileau - Rep~. of Pierre M!lnucl • Settlement seventeen years . Opelousas - 152 35 180 
Louis & Alexander de la Uous- Louis & Alexander de la. Hons• 

a:1ge . sage . Order of survey and settlement . Attakapas Techc - 3385 12 4000 
Louis and Heloy Dugat . Loms and Heloy Dugat - Requete and settlement . Attakapas Feche wat..:rs - 203 10 240 
Francois Veillon . Maria ,Toseph J?ontenot ' . Settlement twelve years . Opelousas Bayou Chico water~ 169 25 200 
Nicholas Robincau . John Reeves . Settlement . Attakapas Bayou Sally • MO 756 27 
-- Leville . Jesse E. Lacy . Order of survey and settlement . Attukapas Teehe • 135 40 160 
Le Pelletier do fa lloussago . Jesse E. Lacy . Order of survey and settlement - Attakapas Teche . 406 2L 480 
Joseph Provost . Jesse E. Lacy . Order of survey and settlement • Attakapas Techo . 677 800 
Joseph Provost . Jesse E. Lncy . Order of survey and settlement - Attakapas Tcche . 169 25 200 
Je8sc E. Lacy Jesse I!: .. Lacy . O1·der of survey and settlement - Attukapas Trche . 338 51 400 
-- Dautrieve . Pierro Mcrin Le Norman . Posscs8ion and occupancy 22 years Attakupas 'l\che 290 28 343 
Jacques Dupre . Jacques Dupro . Order of ~urvey and settlement . Opelousas - 338 SL 400 
Ennemund l\1eullion . Marie Claude - Orde1• of survey and settlement - Opelousas . 169 25 ~00 
l!:111,emund Mouil!on . Antoine Dupre and Scholastic 

Roy - Order of survry nnd settlement . Opelousns - 507 76 600 
Ennemund Meullion, . Antoine Dupre and Scholastic 

Uoy • Order ef sm·,·ey nnd settlement . Opelousas - 507 76 600 
N. Deshautolle and Diego La- Nicholas Dcshautclle and Diego 

tlenr . Lafteur - Settlement ten years . Opelousas Bayou Petit Pass . 330 30 300 15 
John Lafleur . John Lafleur . Settlement ten years . Opeloasns Bayou Petit Pa~8 338 51 400 
Marir, and Jacques . Maria and Jacques . Scttlemc·nt twelvo years . Opelousas - 33i 51 400 
Et1 .. nne Noel Soileau . Etienne Noel Soileau Order of survey and settlement . Opelousas - 575 37 680 
Jo•,n and Henry Bosler . John and Henry Bosler . Settlement and permission . Allnkupas Teche . 640 756 27 
William Newman . Chrislo,,her Ad1ms . Settlement . Attakapus Berwick's bay . 558 659 40 
Thomas \lurdock . Antoine Guidery . Possession twenty.four years . Opelousas - 338 51 400 
John Pc•er Folso . John Peter Folse . Order of surrny and settlement - A1takapas Teche . 338 51 400 
Michael Arnand . lllichael Arnaud . Settlement . Opeli,u~as Bayou Cannes . 640 756 27 
N,cholns De,hautelle . Helene Soileau ' . Sottlement fourteen years • Opelousas Crocodile . 338 51 400 
Thomas Berwick . Heirs of Thomas Berwick . Order of sur,·ey and settlement • Attakapas Teche 1354 04 1600 
B1q,tiste Bara . Baptiste Bara . Spanbh p11tent • Attakapas Vermillion . 812 41 960 
Pe•er Lee Petet· Lee . Settlement five years • Attakapns Vermillion . 640 756 27 
John St. Clair . John St. Clair . Order of sm·vey and settlement • Att11kapas Vermillion 406 21 480 
Widow Moline . Jacques Roman . :-ettlcment twelve years • Opelousas Teche . 101 55 120 
JncJucs Catahlcnu . Jacques Homan . Settlement twenty-two years • Opelousas Techc . 677 800 
Pau Roquigny . Jacques Homan . Seltlemcnt twelve years • Opelousas Teche . 67 70 80 
Pnul Roquigny . Jacques Roman . Settlement twelve yeal's • Opelousas Teche . 270 80 320 
William Lalonde . Jacques Uomkn . Settlement twelve years • Opelousas Teche . 203 10 240 
Baptiste L11londe . Jacques Roman . Settlement twelve vears • Opelousas Teche . 338 51 400 
Williom Lalonde . Jacques Homan . Settlement twelve yea1•s • Opelousas Teche . 135 40 160 
Uenc Arnaud . Jacques Roman . Settlement twelve years • Opelousas 'l'eche . 338 51 400 

Remark~, 

---

In Avovclle~. 
Grand i•rair1(' . 
Grand Priliric. 

Prairie Faketll~ lu·. 
Quartier Do Plai.:mce, 

Grand Prairie . 
Grand Priiiric . 

Prairie De Coteau. 

Not <ntercd, but found of 
[record 
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No, Date. Name of pers~n under whom 
land was claimed, 

B 1433 Sept. 6, Henry Depres -n 1434 Sept. 7, Fransois Garvais -
B 1435 Sept. 7, --Bordelon -
B 14-36 Sept. 7, Joseph Roy -
B 1437 Sept. 9, Estevan V. Nuisemnn -
n 1438 Sept, 9, Frnn!)ois Provost -
B 1439 Sept. 9, John Baptiste Duhon -
B 1440 $(:pt. 9, John Baptiste Duhon -
B 1441 Sept. 9, Martin Cummissac -
B 1442 Sept. 10, Angelique Martin -
B 1443 Sept. 10, Polono Martin -
B 1444 Sept. 10, Benoit Do St. Clair -
ll 1445 Sept. 10, Minguel Bernard -
B 1446 Sept. 10, Bartholomew Grevemberg -
B 1447 Sept. 10, Martin Soudriquo -
B J448 Sept. 11, Le Vielle -
B 1449 Sept. 11, Le Vielle -
A 1450 Sept. 11, And1ce, a free negro -
U 1451 Sept. 11, Louis de la Houssage -
B 1452 Sept. 11, Louis Judice, Sen. -
B 1453 Sept. 11, Fransois Se~ura -B 1454 Sept. 11, Manuel Pra os -
B 1455 Sept. 11, Marie Ruis -
B 1456 Sept. 111 Petet• Harkman -B 1457 Sept, 11, Joseph Leblanc -
B 1458 Sept. 11, Antoine Vickne1• -
:B 1459 Sept. 11, Silvain Saunier -
B 1460 Sept. 12, Pierre Vidrine -
A 1461 Sept. 12, James Patin -
A 1462 Sept. 12, Jacques St, Mont -
13 1463 Sept. 12, J. A. Patin and s. Roman -
B 1464 Sept. 12, Widow of Jonathan Darby . 
.8 1465 Sent. 12, Delisle Ln Barthe -
tl 1466 $3pt. 12, Ch. Olivier De Vezin, Jun, -B 1467 Sept. 12, Joseph Carriere -
B 1468 Sept. 12, Jean Baptiste Grcvemberg -
B 1469 Sept. 13, Lepelletier de la Houssage -
B 1470 Sept, 13, Joseph Decuire -
D 1471 Sept. 13, 1-'ransois Bossier -
A1472 Sept. 13, Emon Meuillon -
B hl3 Sept. 13, Malbert Sansfa9on -

RETURN OF CERTIFICATES FOR SEPTEMBER, 1811-Continued. 

Situation of land. 
In whose favor issued, Nature of claim. 

County, Water course, 

Jacques Roman - Settlement twelve years - Opelousas Teche 
Florintino Poiret - Order of survey and etttlement Opelousas -
Frangois Bordelon - Settlement nine years - Rapicles -
Joseph Hoy - Settlement seven years • Rapides -
Joseph Broussnrd - Orde1• of survey and settlement Attaknpas Teche 
Eugene Borrell - Possession twenty-two years - Attakapas Teche 
Pierre Etier - Order of survey and settlement Attakapas Teche 
William Desk - Order of survey and settlement Attakapas Teche 
Martin Cummissac - Settlement • Opelousas Culqueshoe 
Angelique Martin - Requete and settlement - Attakapas Teche 
Polone Martin - Requete and settlement - Attakapas Teche 
Benoit De St. Clair - Order of survey and settlement Attakapus Teche 
Minguel Bernard - Order of survey and settlement Attukapas -
Bartholemew Grevemberg - Ordo1• of survey and eettlement Attakapas Tcche 
Martin Soudrique - Req11ete and settlement . Attapupns Teche 
Agricole Fuselier - Order of survey and settlement Attnknpas Teche 
Samuel Fuselier - Order of survey and settlement Attnkapns Teche 
Samuel Fuselier - Spanish patent . Attakapas Teche 
Louis and Alexander de fa Hous-

sage. - Order of survey and settlement Attnkapas Teche 
Louis and Alexander de la Hous-

snge - Requete nnd 12 years settlement Attakapas Teche 
Fransois Segut•a - Settlement six yenrs - Attakapas Lake Flamand 
Fransois Segura - Settlement three years • Attakapas Lake Flamand 
Fransois Segura - Settlement nine years • Attakapas Lake Flamand 
Jacob Miller - Order of survey and settlement Attakapas Teche 
Joseph Leblanc - Order of survey and settlement Attakapas Bayou Tortue 
Antoine Vickne1• - Order of survey and settlement Attakapns Techo 
Silvain Saunier - Order of survey and settlement Opelousas -
Pierre Vidrine - Settlement Opelousas -
Jacques Roman - Spanish patent - Opelousas Caron waters 
Jacques Roman - Spanish patent - Opelousas Teehe 
Jacques Roman • Order of survey and settlement Opelousas Ca1·on waters 
Rep's of Jonathan Darby's widow Order of survey and settlement Attakapas Teche 
Ch, Olivier De Vezin - Settlement twenty-five years - Attakapas B. Petite Ance 
Ch. Olivier De Vezin, Jun, - Hequete and settlement - Atlakapas Techc waters 
John Leger - Settlc>ment seventeen vears • Attakapas Vermillion 
Louis Grevemberg - Settlement twenty-two years - Attaknpas Teche 
Fransois Provost - Order of survey and settlement Attakapas Teche 
Th~resc Laurent - Order of su1·veJ-and settlement Opelousas Teche 
Jacques Roman - Settlement ten years - Opelousas Teche 
Wilham L. Collins - Spanish patent - Opelousas -
Antoine LacQur - Settlement eleven years - Opelousas Bayou Crocodile 

Number of 
acres and 
hund•ths. 

- 270 80 
203 10 
170 62 
67 70 

- 2031 06 - 338 SI - 177 71 - 177 71 - 640 - 169 25 
- 169 25 - 406 21 

338 51 - 846 25 - 338 51 - 677 
- 406 21 
- 270 80 

- 473 91 

- 1354 04 - 406 21 - 135 40 - 135 40 - 338 51 - 338 51 - 338 51 
101 55 
609 31 - 203 10 - 473 91 

- 338 51 - 1015 53 
- 677 - 640 

338 51 
- 812 42 
- 406 21 
- 203 10 - 338 51 

947 83 . 440 06 

-\.rpentsand 
hundr'ths 

320 
240 
201 62 

80 
2400 
400 
210 
210 
756 27 
200 
200 
480 
400 

1000 
400 
800 
480 
320 

560 

1600 
480 
160 
160 
400 
400 
400 
120 
720 
240 
560 
400 

1200 
800 
756 27 
400 
960 
480 
240 
400 

1120 
520 

Remnrk~. 

In the cove of Catareau. 
In Avoyelles, 
In Avoyelles, 

Bellevue, 
Grand Prairie. 

Grand Prairie. 

~ 
0 
0) 
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No. Date. Name of person under whom land 
was claimed, 

·-- --- ----

B 1474 Sept. 13, Pierre Gllillory . . 
n 1475 Sept. 13, Clement . . 
B 1476 Sept. 13, Pierre Aucom . . 
a 1477 Sept. 13, Fransoise Pellerin - . 
A 1478 ~ept. 13, Emon Meullion . . 
A.1479 Sept. 13, John Darby . . 
'8 1480 Sept. 14, Joel Roberts . . 
li 1481 Sept. 14, Thomas Greer . -B 1482 Sept. 14, William Graves . . 
A1483 Sept, 14, Fransois Dtcuir . . 
B 1484 Sept. 14, Antoine I). Coirin . . 
A1485 Sept. 14, Alexander D. Bienvenu • . 
n 1486 Sept. 14, ,John McLeod . . 
B 1487 Sept. 14, Alexander Decleuett, Jun, . 
B 1488 Sept. 14, Bnrtelemy Lebluo . -A.1489 Sept. 21, Germain Trahan . . 
Al490 Sept. 21, Miguel Trahan • . 
A 1491 Sept. 23, Paul Pelletier de la Houssage . 
A 1492 Sept. 23, Jacques Faustin . 
A1493 Sept, 23, Louis Broussard . . 
Al494 Sept, 23, Augustin Broussard . . 
B 1495 Sept. 23, Stephen Risson . . 
B 1496 Sept. 23, Michel Ride1· . . 
ll 1497 Sept. 23, Jacob Knight . . 
B 1498 Sept. 23, Elijah Clark . 
B 1499 Sept, 23, Chiliah Smith . . 
81500 Sept. 23, .Anthony Crockett . 
B 1501 Sept, 2'.3, Thomas Patterson . . 
B 1502 Sept, 23, Ezra Marble . . 
B 1503 Sept, 23, Thomas ,1 ones . . 
B 1504 Sept• 23, William Denman . . 
B 1505 Sept, 23, Thomas Marble . . 
il 1506 Sept, 23, John Lobdel . -B 1507 Sept• 24, James Usery . . 
B 1508 Sept• 24, Thomas Newman . . 
A 1509 Sept, 24, Joseph Borell, Jun, . . 
A1510 Sept, 24, Joseph Borell, ,Jun . -A 1511 Sept, 24, Arnant Broussard . . 
Al512 Sept, 24, Amant Broussard . -A 1513 Sept. 24, Hugh Coyle - . 
B 1514 Sept. 24, Mathurin Hebert . . 

RETURN OF CERTIFICATES FOR SEPTEMBER, 1811-Continued. 

Situation ofland, 
ln whose favor issued. Nature of claim. 

County. Water course, 

Florentine Poiret . . Order of survey and settlement • Opelousas - Tcche -William Collins . . Settlement twelve years • Opelousas - - - -William Collins . . Settlement twelve years . Opelousas - - - -Pransoisc Pellerin - . Requcte and settlement 22 years, Attakapas - Teche waters -Florentine Poiret . . Spanish patent . Opelousas - . - -Ueprcsentativvs of John Bte. St. 
Marc Darby . . Spanish patent • Attakapas - Teche -Job Bass - . Settlement with permission - Concordia. - Mississippi -Robert Gibson . . Settlement with permission . Concordia - Mississippi -Rep's of William Graves . Settlement with permission . Concordia - Mississippi -Rep's of .A. D. Bienvenu . Spanish patent . Attakapas - - - -Rep's of A. D. Bienvenu . Order of survey and settlement• Attaknpas - - - . ltep's of A, D. Bienvenu - Spanish pa.tent . Attakapas - - - -John Maylone . . Settlement with permission . Concordia - Mississippi -Miguel B. B,1rrier . . Order of survey and settlement. Attakapas - Teche -Uep's of Bartelemy Leblue • Settlement . Opelousas - Lake Culkcshoe, Germain Trahan . • Spanish patent . Attakapas - Vermillion -Miguel Trahan . • Spanish patent . Attakapas - Vermillion -John Dugat, Bte. Le Beauve and 
Cha1les Dugat • • Spanish patent - Attaka.pas - Vermillion -Heirs of Jacques Fnustin • Spanish patent . Attukap~s - Vermillion -Louis Broussard • . Spanish patent - .Attakapas - Vermillion -Augustin Broussard • • Spanish patent . Attakapas - Vermillion -Stephen Risson . . Settlement Ouachita - Ouachita river • Heirs of Jacob Knight . . Order of survey and settlement • Attakapas - Trchll -Heirs of Jacob Knight • . Order of survey and settlement. Attakapas - Teche -Elijah Clark . . Settlement and permission • Concordia - Tensaw waters, Chiliab Smith . . Settlement and permission - Concordia - Bayou Vidal -Anthony Crockett . . Settlement and permis~ion • Concordia - Tenpaw waters, Thomas Patterson - . Settlement and permission • Concordia - Bayou Vidal -Ezra Marble . . Settlement and permission • Concorclia. - Tensaw -Thomas Jones . - Settlement and permission • Concordia - Tensa.w -William Denman . - Settlement and permission - Concordia - Bayou Vidal -Thomas Marble - . Settlement and permission • Concordia - Tensaw -John Lobdel . - Settlement and permission • Concordia - Mississippi -James Usery . . Settlement and permission • Concordia - Bayou Vidal -Thomas Newman - - Settlement and permission . Concordia - Bayon Vidal -Nicholas Hebert - - Spanish patent . .Attakapas - Teche -IIc:-irs \lf Solomon Andrus . Spanish patent • Attakapas - Teche -Rosaline Hebert . - Spanish patent • Attakapas - Tcche -Catharine Hebert . - Spanish patent • Attakapas - Teche -A. Fulton and Wm, Miller . Spanish/atent • Rapides - Bayou Bccuf -Catharine Hebert . . O1·der o survey and settlement • Attaknpas - Teche -

Number of Arpentaand 
ncres and hundredths. 

hundredth■. 

101 55 120 
67 70 80 
67 70 80 

677 300 
406 21 480 

2,780 08 3,!00 
640 756 27 
640 756 27 
640 756 27 
677 800 
203 10 240 
304 65 360 
640 756 27 
126 89 150 
610 721 
710 86 840 
710 86 840 

4,062 12 4,800 
710 87 840 
710 87 84U 
710 87 840 
203 10 240 
591 40 698 80 
338 51 400 
590 697 06 
640 
640 
640 
640 
614 40 
616 
646 
633 95 
640 
64() 

575 40 680 
101 55 120 
338 51 400 
338 51 400 
9.36 95 280 
338 51 400 

Remarks, 

Grand Prairie, 
Grand Prairie, 

Grand Prairie, 

Cypress Island, 
Cypress Island. 
Cypress Island, 

Not ent'd, but found of record. 
Not cnt•d, but found of record 

Not ent•d, but found of record 
Not ent'd, but found of reco1 J 
Not ent d, but found of record 
Not ont'd, but found of record 
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RETURN OF CERTIFICATES FOR SEPTEMBER, 1811-Continued. 

Situation of Jund, 
No. Dute. Name of person undor whom 

land was claimed. 
In whose favor issued. Nature Jf cl:1." ,n. 

County. Water cour~e. 

n 1515 Sept. 24, William Uuftee - Margaret Yickm,r - Seulcment eighte-cn years - Rapides, - - -n 1516 Sept. 24, King Holston - John Pillars - Settlement ten years - Hupides, - -n 1517 Sept. 24, Jokn Louis Hebert - Rosaline Hebert - 01 dcr of sur. &. sct!lem't 10 y'rs, Attaknpa~, Tcche -A 1518 Sept. 25, Jean Bernard - Pierre Vincent - Spanish pntent • Attnkapn,, Vermillion -8 1519 Sept. 25, Joseph and Eleanor Berwick - Jos. Berwick&. W, Nc11·man - Order of Htrvey and settlement, Artakapa~, Techo -81520 Sept. 25, Jacob Holler Tnlmaclge Dunleavy - Se1tlemcnt - Aitulrnpas, Tcche -
81.S21 Sept 25, Charles McDaniel - Charles McDaniel . Settlement . A ttalrnpas, Teche -B 1522 Sept. 25, Nicholas V crrette - Nicholas Hebert - Order of Rlll'vey nnd settlement, Alta kn pas, - - . 
B 1523 Sept, 25, Joseph Jdfrion, Jun, - Joseph Jefii-ion, Jun, - Settlcme·it with permission • Rapides, . - -B 1524 Sept, 261 Manuel Wikoff . Manuel Wikoff - Order of ~urvey and settlement, Opelousas, Courtableau . 
B 1525 Sept, 26, Stephen Wikolf . S1ephen Wikoff . Order of survey and settlement, Opelousas, Com·tableau . 
B 15'26 Sept. 26, Wm. \\· ikoff, the yimnger . Wm. Wikoff, the yonngor - Order of survt-y and ~ettlemcnt, Opelousas, Courtahlenu -n 1527 Sept. 26, Michael Barl'y - Michael Barry • Settlement with pe!'mission • Hapides, - - -
B 1528 Sept. 26, Asa White . Asa White - Settlement with pe1•mi8sion • Uapidcs, - - -B 1529 Sept. 28, Pierre Mayoux - John Btc. Mayeux . Order of survey and settlement, Hapidcs, - - -B 1530 Sept. 28, Pierre Mctoye - Pierre Metoye - Order of survey and settlement, Opelousas, Bayou Petite Passe, 
B 1531 Sept. 28, Catharine 'I oupart - Pierre Eiic1· - Settlement ten years • Attakapns, Tcchc -n 1532 'Sept. 28, John McLaughlin - Henry Hergerode1· - Requete and ecttlement • Attakapae, Teche -
B 1533 Sept. 30, Will.am Turner - Benjamin l{i1chen . Settlement und permission - Concordia, Mississippi -
B 1534 Sept, 30, Jean Bte. Lefleur - John McDaniel - Possession & occupancy 11 years, Opelousas, Bayou I hico . 
B 15;15 Sept. 30, Jacques Lefleur . John McDaniel - Possession & occupon<'y 11 \-<'nrs, Opclou~as, Bayou Chico -B 1536 Sr•pt. 30, l?ransois Pitre, Jun, - F'ransois Pirre, Jun. - Possession & occupancy 10 )'ears, Opelousas, - - -
B 1537 Sept. 30, Daniel Callaghan - James McClelund - Po5scssion & oct 11puncy 10 years, Opelousas, Plncquemine bmle, 
J.J 1538 Sept. 30, Chevalier Poiret - Rep's of Antoine Simien . Requeto and settlement • Opelousa~, Bayou Cannes -
B 1539 Sept, 30, Joseph Silvester . Pierro Aucoin - Settlement twenty-eevcn years - Opelousas, Petite P:•~sc -B 1540 Sept, 30, '-11\ria Hedeau - Maria Simien - Settl<'mcnt twenty-two years • Opelousas, - - -n 1541 Sept, 30, Jacob Miller - Jacol> Miller - Order of survey and settlement • Attnkapas, - - -B 1642 Sept, 30, John Garic . John Garic - Settlement • Attakupas, Vermillion watc1·s, 
B 1543 Scpt.30, ---Et,c William Desk - Order of survey and settlement • Atta k:1 pas, Teche -D 1544 Sept. 30, Paul Uoquigny - Pierre Pario - Order of rnrvey and settlement - A1tuknpas, Bayou C,1p11chin -
n 1545 Sept. 30, William Prather - David Harman - Order of survey nnd Sf ttlemcnt - Atrnknpas, - . -
8 1546 Sept. 30, Duutrieve Dubuclc - Dautrieve Duhucle - Order of bllrVey and settlement - Attukopas, Teche -
A 1517 Sept. 30, Michei Dcmnrd - Heirs of ~liehel Bernard - Spanish patent - Attaknpas, 

I 
Teche -

B 1548 Sept. 30, Guillaume Lalonde - ,James L, Johnson - Orderof,urvey :md settlement• ,\t1akapas, Bayou Capuchin -
B 1549 Sept, 30, Guillaume Lalonde - Peter Poirier - Order of survey nnd settlement • Attakapas, Bayou Capuchin -
A 1550 Sept, 30, Fransoie Grc'l-emberg . Frangois QrevembC"rg - Spanish pntent - Attnl111pas, Bnyo~ .. retite Anco, 

A true copy of the journal of decisions of the Board of Commissioners of the we~tcrn district of the Orleans Territory, for Scptcll'ber, 1811, 

Number of 
acres and 

hundredths. 

253 88 
640 
338 51 
473 91 

2,369 57 
236 93 
203 10 
338 51 
451 42 
423 41 
423 41 
423 41 
640 
620 25 
107 
677 
338 51 
541 60 
507 76 
•106 21 
507 75 
483 21 
338 51 
338 51 
135 40 
84 62 

169 25 
640 
677 
338 51 
270 80 
677 
426 50 
169 25 
507 76 
507 75 

A1·pcnts and 
hundredths. 

Ilcm:.rks, 

300 Avoyelles. 
756 27 
400 
560 

2,800 
280 
240 
400 Prairie Petite Ance. 
533 ,15 In Avoyelles. 
500 
500 
500 
756 27 In Avoyelks. 

- In A voyellee, 
126 43 
800 
400 

~ 

640 
600 
480 
600 
571 Prairie Po;nt de Jour. 
400 
400 
160 
100 Gmnd Prairie, 
200 Germain I'r.iirie. 
756 27 
800 
400 
320 Prairie .Jacob, 
800 
504 Not entcr<d1, but found of t•,. 
200 cord. 
600 
600 

JOHN THOMPSON, Clerk 
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Monlhl!J return {If Certificales issued h!J tl,e Comm1's:1ioners of the T1estem lJistrict of Orleans Teri·itory, for October and November, 1811, 

Situation of land, Number of Arpents & 
Date, Name of person under whom land In ,,hose favor issued, Nature of claim. acres and hundredths. Remarks, 

• was claimed. hund'ths. 
County. Water course. 

Oct. 2, Frnn9ois Grevemberg - Fransois Grevemberg - Spanish patent - Attalcapas Bayou Petite Ance 1015 52 1200 
Oct, 2, Louis Borell . Louis Hore!! - Settlement - Attalcapas Techo • 640 756 27 
Oct. 2, Pierre Cara-ier - Pierre Carrier ;, Settlement lJ years - Opelousas Bayou Tessan - 276 326 14 
Oct. 2, John Brown - John Drown - Settlement - Concordia. Mississippi . 615 726 72 
Oct. 2, Hugh White . Hugh White - Settlement - Concordia Mississippi . 640 756 27 
Oct. 2, John Frederick Mire - John Clavton - Settlement 10 years - Rapides - . - 325 62 384 76 
Oct. " Jacob Haller - James L: John&on - Settlement ~ Attakapas 1;echo - 101 55 120 
Oct. ~· Solomon Andrus . Solomon Andrus - Settlement five years • .Atta.kapas Teche - 640 75G 27 ..,, 
Oct, 3, Charles Comcnu - John Baptiste David - Rcquete and settlement • Opelou11as Bayou Mallette - 640 756 27 
Oct, 3, Antoine Chenier - ,John Baptiste Neraut . Orde1· of ~urvey and settlement Opelousas Teche - 338 51 400 
Oct, 4i Joseph Ring - James Lyons Johnson - Settlement • Attakapas Teche ,. 232 72 275 
Oct, 4, Joseph Hing . Jean Nofper - Settlement . .Attakapas Teehe . 407 28 481 27 
Oct. 4, Louis Dutisne . Willi1m1 Johnson - Order of survey and settlement Opelousas Teche . 135 40 161) 
Oct. 4, Louis Dutisne - Andre Neraut .. l •1·der of survey and settlement Opelousas Teche - 203 10 240 
Oct, 5, Pierre Mnyau - Mark Elishe - Order of survey and settlement Rapides . . - 169 25 200 In Avoyellc~, 
Oct, 5, l?ransois Veillon - Henry ItargroMer - Settlement 17 yeare - Opelousas Techo • 304 65 S60 
Oct, 5, Jacob Vampelt - Antoine Paillet - Spanish patent • Opelousas . . . 16~ 25 200 
Oct. 7, Alexander Nexon - John Boslier's rcpresent'si . Order of survey and settlement .Attakapas Teche • 473 91 560 
Oct. 7, Frangois Milhnmc - William Addison . O1•der of survey and settlement Attakapas Techo • 203 10 240 
Oct, 8, Rene Leblanc - Heirs of Rene Leblanc - Spanish patent • Attakapas Vermillion . 710 87 840 
Oct. 8, Michel Immel - Hemy Hergroider . Order of survey and settlement Opelousas B,Placquemine brule 677 800 
Oct. 9, Michel Broussard . Michel Broussard . Settlement . Attakapas Vermillion • 640 756 27 
Oct. 9, Pierre Verdine - Pierre Verdine - Order of survey and settlement Attakapas Coule de Maron • 677 800 
Oct. 9, Joshua Garrett - William and John Garrett . Spanish patent • Attakapas Achafalia. • 406 21 480 
Oct. 9, Nicholas Forstall . Jacques Molon . Spanishfatent Attl\kapas Teclte . 1861 81 2200 
Oct. 10, Baptiste Verdine - Baptiste Verdine - Order o survey and settlement .Atta.kapas Coule de Maron • 507 76 600 
Oct, 10, John Baptisto Sinnett - lohn and William Garrett - 0 rder of' survoy and settlemont .Attakapas Teclte wntors • 338 51 400 
Oct. 10, Jacob Nofper - John Nofper - Order of survey and settlement .\ttakapas Teche • 169 25 200 
Oct, 10, Jacob Nofper . John Franco - Orde1• of survey and settlement Attakapas Teche • 169 25 200 
Oct, 10, Jacob Nofper . Reps. of Jacob Nofper - Order of survey and settlement Attakapas Teche • 338 51 400 
Oct. 10, Antoine Lanclos . Andrew Neraut - Order of survey and settlement Opelousas Teche • 135 40 160 
Oct. 10, John Baptiste Verdine . John llaptiste Verdine - Order of survey and settlement Attakapas Coule do Maron • 677 800 
Oct. 10, AlexRncler Verdine - Alexander Verdine - Order of survey and settlement .Attakapas Coule de Mat•on . 677 800 
Oct. 11, Nicholas Forstall - John and William Garrett - Spanish patent, • Attakapas Teche • 372 36 440 
Oct. 11, .Alexander Nickson, . William Addison . Order of survey and settlement· .Attakapas Tcche . 203 10 240 
Oct, 11, Joseph Caron . J ea.n H. Lastrape - Order of survey and settlement Opelousas . • . 110 97 131 16 
Oct, 11, -Joseph Caron . Francisco P. Caron . Order of survey and Eettlement Opelousas . . . 135 40 160 
Oct. 11, Alexander Dcclauett - Louise Faveratt . Order of om·vey and settlement Attakapas Teche . 1049 38 1240 
Oct, 11, John Buller • Henry I-Iargroider • Order of survey and settlement Opelousas Placquemine brule 507 76 600 
Oct. 12, J11cques Fontinette and Charles Jacques Fontinette and c: ar!cs Order of aurvey and settlement Attakapas . • . 677 800 Co1e a Corin, 

Olivier Olivier 
Oct, 12, Madame William A ndrie . Charlotte Broutin - Settlement 10 years - Attakapas Teche - 135 40 160 
Oct, 12. Le Pelletier DclahausaJ e - Joseph Provost . Order of survey and settlement Attakapas Teche - 541 61 640 
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RETURN OF CERTIFICATES FOR OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER, 1811-Continued. 

Situation of land, Number of Arpents 8-
No. Date, Name of person under whom fu whose favor issued. Nature of cli.im. acres and hundredths. Remarks. 

land was claimed. hund'ths, 
County, Water course. 

A 

n 

15~3 Oct, 14, Pierre Trahan, . Jacob !Ii,,rman, . Settlement, . Opelousas Nementao, 3.38, 51 400 
1594 Oct. 14, Louis BadiA, . Chote and J, F. Gerod, . Settlement, . Ouachita Ouachita river, . 444 29 525 
1595 Oct. 16, Frangois Freeloe, . 11ran,gois Freeloe, . Settlement, . Attakapas Teehe, 640 756 27 
1596 Oct. 17, Louis Veillon, . Louis Veillon, • Settlement, • Attaknpas . . . 507 75 600 Gross Isle,. 
1597 Oct, 17, Henry Herg1·oider, . Henry Hergroider, • Possession and occupancy 12 years, Opelousas Placquemine brule1 677 800 
1598 Oct, 19, John Chote, . John Thomas and David Chote, Orde1• of survey and settlement, • .Attakapas Teche, 338 51 400 
1599 Oct. 21, Jenn Guilbeau,. . Jean Guilbeau, Spanish po.tent • Attnka's and Carancro, 710 86 840 

Opelousas 
1600 Oct. 21, Joseph Lnbaume, . Daniel Clark, • Spanish patent, • Opelousas Nozpique, 2708 09 3200 
1601 Oct, 23, Joseph Snulnis, . Joseph Saulais, • Settlement, • Attnkapas . . . 194 64 230 Prairie of the Cote Ge!e, 
1602 Oct. 23, Joseph Rabalais, . John Baptiste Rabalais, Settlement 10 years, • Rapides . . . 338 51 400 In Avoyelles. 
1603 Oct. 24, John Lovelace, Sen,, . John Lovelace, Sen., Requete and settlement, • Rapides Bayou Flacon, • 640 756 27 
1604 Oct. 24, Marfi Lambert, . Mary Lambert, • Order of survey and settlement, • Opelousas Placquemine brule, 406 21 480 
1605 Oct. 24, Wil iam Peters, . John Carlisle, • Order of survey and settlement, • Attakapns Teche, . 270 80 320 
1606 Oct. 24, Noel Soileau, . Antoine Lambert, • I Spanish patent, • • Opelousas . . . 609 32 720 Grand Prairie. 
1607 Nov. 5, Elijah Brown, . William Gordon Foreman, • • Hequete and settlement, • ConC'ordia Lake Concordia, . 406 21 480 

I certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the journal of decisions of the Bmu-d of Commissioners for the western district of Orleans Territory, fo1• the months of October and November, 1811. 

L. POSEY, Clcl'k. 
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No. Date. 

B 1608 Dec, 4, 
B 1609 Dec. 4, 
B 1610 Dec. 4, 
D1611 Dec. 4, 
B 1612 Dec. 4, 
n 1613 Dec, 4, 
B 1614 Dec. 5, 
B 1615 Dec. 5, 
B 1616 Dec. 6, 
B 1617 Dec. 6, 
B 1618 Dec. 6, 
B 1619 Dec. 6, 
B 1620 Dec. 6, 
B 1621 Dec. 6, 
B 1622 Dec. 6, 
B 1623 Dec. 6, 
B 1624 Dec. 7, 
B 1625 Dec. 1, 
B 1626 Dec, 1, 
B 1627 Dec. 7, 
B 1628 Dec. 7, 
B 1629 Dec, 1, 
B 1630 Dec, 10, 
B 1631 Dec. 10, 
B 1632 Dec, 10, 
B 1633 Dec. 10, 
B 1634 Doc. 10, 
B 1635 Dec, 10, 
B 1636 Dec. 11, 
B 1637 Dec. 11, 
B 1638 Dec, 11, 
B 1639 Dec. 11, 
B 1640 Dec. 11, 
B 1641 Dec. 12, 
B 1642 Dec, 12, 
B 1643 Dec. 12, 
B 1644 Dec. 12, 
B 1645 Dec. 13, 
B 1646 Dec. 13, 
A 1647 Dec. 13, 
B 164S Dec. 13, 
A1649 Dec. 13, 
A1650 Dec, 13, 

Mont My return of certificates ismed by the Oommissioriers of the western district of Orleans Territory, for December, 1811. 

Name of person under whom land wns 
claimed. 

In whose favor issued, 

Charles Mulholland, . . Charles Mulholland, . . 
Widow Rachal, . . . Manuel Rachal, . . 
Widow Rachal, - . . Maria Lo.meth, widow Rachal, . 
Jacqttcs St. Andre, . . Andre St. Andre, . -
Louis C. Dehl.inc, . . Louis C, Deblanc, . . 
Celeta Lovelace, . . Celetn Lovelace, . . 
Andre St. Andre, . . Andre St. Andre, . . 
Martin Danato, . . . Ln Rouille, . . . 
John Stevens, . . . Richard S. Badger, . . 
Pierre Bailliat, . . . Manuel Rachal, - . -Pierre Bailliat, . . . Madame Maria Lamalathaie, . 
James Cfork, . . . James Clark, . . -
Basil Landry, . . . Basil Landry, • . . 
Dautrieve, . . . Basil Landry, • . . 
Joseph Guidry, • • . Jean Charles Hebert, . . 
Jean c. Hebert, - • - Jeo.n Charles Hebert, • . 
John Battiste Davion, Sen •• . John Baptiste Davion, Sen, • . 
Joseph eanriz, • •• . Dominique Davion, • -
Madame Veuve Gaspard, • - Madame Veuve Gaspard, • . 
Joseph Foret, • • . Joseph Foret, . . 
Louis Lamalithe, • • . Louis Lamalithe, . . 
Widow Grappe, • . . Benoit Mantanry, . . 
Edward Cadwell, • . . David B. Morgan, . . 
Maria C, Sauvage, . - Maria C. Sauvage, . -
Etienne Verge, .• . . Auguste Langloise1 - . 
Diego Ramirie, • . . Louis Tamasin, . -
John Baptiste Labery, . . Louis Buard, . . 
Remegio Poisseau, . . Auguste Langloise, - . 
John Miller, • . . John Mille1•, . . 
Joseph Marin, o.nd Therese Armand, - Joseph M, and Therese Armand, . 
Louis Totin, • • . Louis Totin, • . 
Bourguiganon, • . . John L, Buard and lohn B. Buard, . 
George W, Humphreys, . . George w. Humphreys, - . 
Chevallier V11lier, . - Louis Carrie1·, • . 
Patrick McA\ley, . . Patrick McAulay, • . 
Joseph Frederick, . - Reuben T, Sackett, • . 
Joseph Frederick, . . Augustine Fru,ge, • . 
Reverend Dagobert, . . Police Jury of Natchitoches, . 
Athanase Le Cour, . . Athanase Lo Cour, • . 
Louis Clauscau, . . Louis Clauseau, - -
Isidore Louvier, . . Isidore Louvier, - • 
Widow T1·iche and Gilbert Clauseau, • Widow Triche and Gilbert Clauseau, • 
Jucheven St. Denis, . . Pierro Joseph Mo.is, - . 

Nature of claim. 

Settlement by permission, . 
Order of survey and settlement, 
Order of survey and settlement, 
Occupancy ten years, • 
Order of survey and settlement, 
Requete and settlement, • 
Order of survey and settlement, 
Order of survey o.nd settlement, 
Settlement by permission, • 
Order of survey and settlement, 
Order of survey and settlement, 
Settlement and occupancy, -
Requete and settlement, . 
Settlement and occupancy, -
Occupancy ten years, . 
Occupancy ten years, . 
9ccupo.ncy ten years, • 
Order of survey and settlement, 
Occupancy ten years, . 
Settlement, • . 
Requete and settlement, • 
Settlement, • • 
Settlement by permission, • 
Order of survey and settlement, 
Order of survey o.nd settlement, 
Order of survey and settlement, 
Occupancy ten years, • 
Order of survey and settlement, 
Settlement, • • 
Occupancy ten years, • 
Order of survey and settlement, 
Occupancy ten years, • 
Requete and settlement, • 
Occupancy ten years, -
Requete and settlement, • 
Possession ten years, • 
Possession ten years, • 
Possession ten years, • 
Order of survey and settlement, 
Spanish pll.tent, - • 
Settlement and occupancy, • 
Spanish patent, • -
French patent, - -

------
Situ: ation ofland, 

County. 

Rapides, 
Natchitocl 
Natchitocl: 
Natchitod 
Attakapas, 
Rapides, 
Natchitoch 
Opelousas, 
Rapides, 
Natchitocl1 
Natchitoeh 
Attakapas, 
Attakapas, 
Attakapas, 
Attakapas, 
Attakapas, 
Natchitoch 
Natchitoch 
Natchitoct 
Natchitocl 
Natehitoch 
Natchitoeh 
Concordia, 
Natchitoeb 
Natchitocb 
Natchitocl 
No.tchitocl 
Natchitocl 
Opelousas, 
Natchitocl 
Natcbitocl 
Natchitocl 
Concordia, 
Opelousas, 
Opelousas, 
Opelousas, 
Opelousas: 
Natchitocl 
Natchitocl 
Natchitocl 
Attakapas 
Natchitocl 
Natchitocl 

Water course. 

Rod river, 
,

1 

Red river, • 
;, Red river, 
, Red river, 

Tcche, 
Red river, 
Red river, 
Woods of the Malette, 
Bayou Bo::uf, 'I Red river, 

,, Red river, 
Bo.you Salle, 
Bayou Tortue, 
Bayou Tortue, 
Vermillion, 
Vermillion, 
Red river, 
Red river, 

.,
1 

Wate1'S of Red river, 
, Red river, 

Red river, 
Red river, 
Mississippi, 
Red river, 
Red river, 'I Red river, 

, Red river, 
s, Red river, 

Bayou Cannes, 
,, ! Red river, 
·, Red river, 
, Red river, 

Lake St. Peter, 
Bayou De BeJJaire, 
Bayou Cannes, 
Bayou Cannes, 
Bayou Cannes, 

., 

1 

Red r}ver, 
:, Red river, 
:, Red river, 

Teche, 
.,[ ln Teche Comte, 
1, Bayou Quisaschie, 

Number of' Arpcnts and 
acres and hundredths.I Remarks, 
hund'ths, 

440 
160 79 
160 79 

8 46 
2200 32 
338 51 
662 76 
406 21 
640 
203 10 
66 10 

640 
186 18 
186 18 
338 51 
169 95 
166 83 
236 95 

25 90 
4 13 

413 71 
178 06 
270 80 
338 51 
338 51 
677 

1320 19 
575 47 
338 51 
74 64 

216 80 
677 
640 
253 87 
338 51 
677 
169 25 
118 18 
677 
181 94 
440 06 
169 25 

1354 04 

520 
190 
190 
10 

2600 
400 
783 14 
480 
756 27 
240 
78 10 

156 27 
220 
220 
400 
200 
197 15 
280 
30 60 
4 89 

489 
210 42 
320 
400 
400 
800 

1560 
680 
400 

88 22 
256 23 
800 
756 27 
300 
400 
800 
200 
140 
800 
215 
520 
200 

1600 
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No, Date, Name of person under whom 
fond was claimed, 

n 1651 Dec, 13, Juchoven St, Denis, ,• . 
B 1652 Dee, 14, l~ransois Bos~ie, . . 
n 1653 Dec. 16, Barnabe Cheletrc, . . 
B 1654 Dec. 16, Joseph Malige, . . 
A 1655 Dec. 16, Pierre Cheletre, . . 
B 1656 Dec. 16, Dartigcaux, . . 
D 1657 Dec. 16, Everiste Lauve, . . 
Al658 Dec. 16, Fransoise Mnnginot, . . 
A 1659 Dec, 16, Jean B, Buard, . . 
A 1660 Dec. 17, Francois La Conte, . . 
B 1661 Dec. 17, Joseph Tnris, . . 
B 1662 Dec. 17 1 Paul Cotty, • . 
B 1663 Dec, 17, Madame Michel Hernandes, . 
B 1664 Dec. 17, Antoine Vascocu, . . 
A 1665 Dec. 17, William Lestage, • . 
B 1666 Dec. 17, Athanase De Meziere, • . 
B 1667 Dec. 17, Pierre Derbonno, Jun. • . 
B 1668 Dec. 17, Pierre Derbonne, Jun. • . 
B 1669 Dec, 17, Fransois Dubois, • . 
A 1670 Dec, 17, Pierre Derbonne, • . 
Al671 Dec, 17, Fransois Uoquier, Jun .• . 
B 1672 Dec. 18, Athana~c Poisot, • . 
A 1673 Dec. 18, Remy Possaie, • . 
B 1674 Dec, 18, Athanase Poisot, • . 
A 1675 Dec. 18, Joseph Lattier, - . 
A.1676 nee. 18, Widow Dartigaux, • . 
A.1677 Dec. 18, Louis Varchaire, • . 
A.1678 Dec. 18, Louis B~rthelemew Rachel, . 
A 1679 Dec. 18, Maria Theresa, free negres~, . 
B 1680 Dec. 18, Jean Baptiste Larenaudiore, . 
A. 1681 Dec. 18, Joseph Connand, • . 
B 1682 Dec. 18, Jacques Lan, • . 
81683 Doc. 18, ---Dupre, . . 
~1684 Dec. 19, Pierre Metoyer, • . 
\1685 Dec. 19, Pierre Metoyer, • . 
\ 1686 Dec. 19, Philip Frederick, Jun. • . 
3 1687 Dec, 19, Charles Lemain, - . 
!31688 Dec. 19, Baptiste Lavigne, • . 
3 1689 Dec. 19, Joseph Rabalais, • . 
11690 Dec. 19 1 Pierre Larenaucliere, • . 
\ 1691 Dec, 19, Jean Baptiste B. Rachel, . 

RETURN OF CER'I'IFICATES FOR DECEMBER, 1811-Continued. 

Situation of land. 
In whose favor issued. Nature of claim. 

County. Water course. 

Pierro Joseph Mais, . . Possession and occupancy, - - - Bayou Quisaschie, -
Heirs 01· legal ropres. of Louis 

Clase nu, . . OrdPr of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, Black lake, -Bartholomew L. Estage, . Settlement and occupancy, - Natchitoches, Red river, -Joseph Malige, - . Settlement and occupancy, - Natchitoches, Red river, -Pierre Cheletre, • . Spanish patent, - - Natchitoches, River Bm•ginon, . 
J can Jacques Paillette, • . Occupancy ten years, - - Natchitoches, Hed river, -Everisto Lauvc, • . Occupancy ten years, - • Natchitoches, Bayou Jancko, -Fransoiso M11nglnot, . . Spanish patent, • • Natchitoches, River Burglnon, -Jenn B. Buard, . . Spanish patent, - • Natchitoches, Rive1• Burginon , . 
Frangois Ginon, . . Spanish patent, • , • Natchitoches, River llurginon, -Pierl'e Michell, . . Order of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, Red river, . 
Pierre Jllichell, . . Settlement and cultivation, - Natchitoches, Rod river, -Pierre Michell, . . Settlement and cultivation, • Natchitoches, Red river, -Antoine Vascocu, . . Possession am.I occupancy, . Natchitoches, - - -Widow William Lestage, . Spanish patent, - - Natchitoches, River Burginon, -Athannse de Mezi~l'e, . . Occupancy ten years, - - Natchitoches, Red river, -John .Baptiste Buard, . Order of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, Red river, . 
Johl'I B,1ptiste Bunrd, . . Occupancy ten years, - • Natchitoches, Red river, -
Fransois Dnbois, . . Settlement and permission, - Natchitoches, Red river, -Pierre Derbonne, . . Spanish patent, • . Natchitoches, River Burglnon, -Fransois Roquier, Jun .. . Spanish p~tent, • - Natchitoches, River Burginon, . 
James Bludworth, • . Order of su1·vey and settlement, Natchitoches, Red river, . 
James Bludworth, • . French patent, • - Natchitoches, Red river, -
James Bludworth, . . Occupancy ten years, - . Natchitoches, Red river, -John Jacques Paillctte, • . Spanish patent, - - Natchitoches, Itive1· Burginon, -Widow Dartigaux, • . Spanish patent, - - Natchitoches, River Burginon , -Louis V nrchaire, - . Spanish patent, - - Natchitoches, River Burginon , -Louis Bnrthelemew Rachel, . Spanish patent, • • Natchitoches, River Burginon, -Maria Theresa, free negress, . Spanish patent, - . Natchitoches, River Burginon, -Jean J. Poil!ette and Company, O1•der of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, Red river, -Jean J, Poillette, - • Spanish patent, • . Natchitoches, River Burgin on, . 
Jean J. Poillette, . . Occupancy ten years, • - Natchitoches, Red river, -Fransois Roquier, Jun., attorney 

in fact, . . . Order of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, Red river, -Pierre Metoyer, - . Spanish patent, • . Natchitoches, Red river, -Pierre Metoyer, • . Spani~h patent, - . Natchitoches, Red river, . 
Philip Frederick, jun. • . Spanish patent, - • Natchitoches, Red river, -Remy Lamber, • . Order of survey ancl fettlement, Natchitoches, Red river, -Remy Lamber, . . Order of sut·vey and settlement, Natchitoches, Red river, -
Remy Lamber, . . Order of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, Red river, -Remy Lamber, . . Order of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, I Red l'iver, -Remy Lamber, . . Order Qfsurvey and settlement, Natchitoches, Rlld river, -

Number of 
acres and 

hundredths. 

1354 04 

677 
71 24 
67 
86 32 

947 87 
7 03 

71 93 • 
632 16 
265 72 
338 51 
169 25 
338 51 
101 55 
253 87 

12 11 
135 40 
67 70 

609 31 
506 06 
663 46 
253 88 
67 70 

236 95 
256 42 

1100 97 
575 47 
260 61 

67 70 
1015 53 

86 32 
659 93 

1354 
986 91 
252 19 
218 34 
541 60 
338 51 
406 21 
541 60 
406 21 

Arpents and 
hundredths 
in front. 

1600 

800 
84 20 
79 

102 
1120 

8 30 
as 

747 
314 
400 
200. 
400 
120 
300 

14 
160 
80 

720 
598 
784 
300 

80 
280 
303 

1415 
680 
308 

80 
1200 

• 102 

1600 
1165 
298 
258 
640 
400 
480 
640 
480 

• Remarks, 

Isle Au Vache, Cow Isl'd 
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No. Date. Name of person under whom 
land was claimed. 

B 1692 Dec. 19, Jean Varangu(.', . - . 
B 1693 Dec, 19, Joseph Capurnn, • . . 
B 1694 Dec, 19, John McLaughlin, . . 
n 1695 Dec. 19, Remy Poisat, . . . 
A 1606 Dec. 19, Charles H,-bcrt, . . . 
A 1697 Dec. 19, Pierre Gaillurd, . . . 
Il 1698 Dec. 20, Pierr~ Hrosct, . . . 
B 1699 Dec. 201 Pierre llroset, . . . 
A 1700 Dec. 20, Widow Himel, . . . 
B 1701 Dec. 20, Alexis Clnutior, . . . 
n 1102 Dec, 20, Darothe Manet, . . . 
B 1703 Dec, 20, Marguerite Le Roy, . . 
B 1704 Dec. 20, Madame Gapuran, • . 
B 1705 Dec. 21, Elie Benard, • . . 
n 110G Dec. 21, Remigio Poisat, . . 
B 1707 Dec, 21, Marty, . . . 
B 1708 Dec, 211 Maes, . . . 
B 1709 Dec, 21, William Lebrun . . . 
B 1710 Dec. 21, Pedro La Cour . . 
B 1711 Dec. 21, Pierre Darbonne, • • • 
B 1712 Dec. 211 Joseph Dupre, • • • 
B 1713 Dec. 21, John McDuniel, Jun. • • 
A 1714 Dec. 23, John Bnpt. Ailhaud St. Anne, 
A f715 Dec. 23, Miguel Hemandez, • • 
n 1716 Dec, 23, Fran.,ois St. Ge1min, • • 
n 1717 Dec. 23, Joseph Habalais, • . . 
B 1718 Dec. 23, Etienne R:ichcal, . . . 
B 1719 Dec. 23, Michel Cuz('nntve, . . 
B 1720 Dec. 23, Felix Trudeau, . . . 
n 1121 Dec. 23, Fran.sois Mangino1, . . 
B 1722 Dec. 2J, Josc·ph Deprong, •• • • 
B 1723 Dec. 24, Pierro P. and A. Thibodeau, • 
B 1724 Dec. 24, John Banton, . . . 
B 1725 Dec, 24, Basil Gagnier, . . . 
B 1726 Dee, 24, Peter Leglise, • . . 
B 1727 Dec. 24, Michel Chagneau, • . .. 
B 1728 Dec. 24, Michel Ohaignon, • . . 
B 29.lo Dec, 24, William P1ather1 • . . 
B 2930 Dec. 24, Marianne Beat1doui11, . . 
B 1731 Dec, 27, William Barharoux, . " A 1732 Dec. 27, Jacques Le Vasseur, . . 
A 1733 Dec, 27, Pierre Joseph Mais, . . 
A 1734 Dec, 27, Darothe Manet, . . . 

RETURN OF CERTIFICATES FOR DECEMBER, 1811-Continued. 

In whose fovor issued, Nature of claim. 
Situation of land. 

County, Water COUl'S(l, 

Remy Lnmber, . . . Order of sm·,•ey and settlement, Natchitoches, Red rh·er, 
Herny Lamber, . . . Occupancy ten years, . . Natchitoches, Red river, 
,I ohn McLaughlin, . . . Settlement, • - . Opelousas, . . 
P..emy Lnmhcr, • . . Order of survey und settlement, Natchitoches, Red 1iver, 
Charles Hebert, . . . Spanish patent, • • Attakapas, Bayou Vermillion, 
Pierre Gaillurd, . . . SpaniBli patent, • . Attakapas, Bayou Vermillion, 
J oscph Drrhonne, • . . Order of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, Red rive1·, 
John C. Carr, . . . Order of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, Dayou C:,satrhcs, 
\\'idow Himel, . . . Spnnish patent, . . N:1tchitochcs, Red river, 
Alexis Cbuticr, . . . Order of survey and settlement, 'Natchitoches, Reel river, 
Darothc Manet, . . . Order of su1·vey and settlement, Natchitoche~, Red river, 
Ambrose Lecompte, • . Order of surv~y :md settlement, Natchitoches, Red river, 
Bartholomew Shamburg, . Occupancy t<"n yenrs, . . Natchitoches, Red riv r, 
,Joseph Touzin, . - . Occuponcy ten yenrs, • • Natchitoches, Red river, 
Pacalie, free ne,,.roe, , . Order of 8\lrvey and settlement, Natchitoches, Red river, 
Joseph Touzin,

0 
• • Occupancy ten years . . Natchitoches, Hed river, 

Jean ,J. Pnillette, • . . Occupancy ten years, • • Natchitoch<!s, Red river, 
Antoine Prudhomme, . . Order of &urvey and settlement, Natchitoches, Red river, 
Antoine Prudhomme. . . Order of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, Reel rive1·, 
Antoine Prudhomme, . . Order of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, Red river, 
Joseph D11prc, . . . Occupancy ten years, . . Natchitoches, Red river, 
John McDaniel, Jun. . Settlement, • . . Opelousas, . . 
John Dap:. Aillmud St. Anne, Spanbh patent, . . Natchitochc!<, Ri\·er Burginon, 
Miguel Hernandes, . . Spanish patent, .. . Natchitoches, Hiver Burginon, 
Alexis Clautie1·, . . . Settlement, . . . Natchitoches, Red river, 
,Joseph Jlabalais, . . . Occupancy ten years, • • Natchitoches, Red river, 
,Jacques St. Andre . . Order or sun·(.'y and settlement, Natchitoches, Red river, 
Michel Cazcnnive, . . Settlement and occupancy, • Nntchitoches, . . 
Felix Trudrnu, . . . Occupuncy ten year~, . . Natchitoches, Red river, 
Felix Trudeau, . . . Occupancy ten years, . . Natchitoches, Hcd river, 
,Joseph Deprong, • • • SetLlcment, . . . Rapides, "Wigg's Bayou, 
Pierre P. and Ans. Trudeau, Occupancy ten years, . . Attakapas, Bavou Tiger, 
John Banton, . . . Settlement, • • • llapide&, Heel river, 
Pierre Ternier, . . Order of survey and settloment, Natchitoches, Red river, 
Peter Lcglise, . Settlement, • • • Rapides, Red rh·er, 
Michel Chagneau, . . Order of survey and settlement, Natchitoche&, Red river, 
.Joseph J eanriz, . . . Order of &ur,·ey and settlement, N atchitoehcs, R~d river, 
Wilhum Bigi;-e, . . . Sculemcnt, • • • Attakapas, River Teche, 
John Baptiste Bossier, . . Order of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, Tied river, 
William B:irbaroux, . . Occnpnncy ten years, - . Natchitoches, Red river, 
Jacques Le Vassem·, . . 5ranish patent, • . . Natchitoches, Red river, 
Pierre Joseph Maie, . . Spanish patent, • - . Natchitoches, Red river, 
Darothc Manet, • . . Spanish patent, • . . Natchitoches, Reel rivc1·, 

Number or 
acres and 
hund'ths. 

. 1015 50 . 1354 04 . (j4.o 

. 541 6() . 677 
. 677 . 677 
. 338 51 . . . 677 . 50 77 . 2031 06 . . 
. 70 30 . 101 55 
. 1 48 . )54 03 . 677 . 677 
. 338 51 . 1354 04 

640 . 352 05 . 209 03 . 338 51 
169 20 . 744 72 . 2 97 . 67 70 . 17 06 . 638 18 . 640 

. 332 47 . 236 95 
. 640 . 406 21 . 270 80 . ]69 25 

507 76 . 169 25 . . 
. . 
. 677 

Arpentsand 
hund'ths 
in fiont, 

1200 
1600 
756 ':17 
640 
800 
800 
800 
400 
718 50 
800 
60 

2400 
1 05 

80 12 
120 

1 75 
182 
800 
800 
400 

1600 
756 27 
416 
247 
400 
200 
880 

3 -:19 
80 
20 15 

754 11 
756 27 

280 
756 27 
480 
320 
200 
600 
200 
118 
305 
800 

Remark~. 

Grand rrairie, 

143 39 sq. sup. poles. 

I 

Blackberry Pond. 
Blackberry Pond. 
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RETURN OF CERTIFICATES FOR DECEMBER, 1811-Continued. 

Situation of land. 
No, Date. Name of person under whom In whoso favor issued. Nature of claim, Number of 

land was claincd, acres and 
County. ,vater course. hund'ths. 

A 1735 Dec. 28, Claude Martin, - - - Dosite Martin, - - - Spanish patent - - - Attakapas, Bayou Teche, - 406 21 
B 1736 Dec. 28, Agricole Fuselier, - - - J can Berrard, - - - Order of sm·vey and settlement, Attaknpas, Bayou Techc, - 677 
B 1737 Dec. 281 John Brinton, - - - Nathaniel Cochran, - - Occupancy ten years, - - Opelousas, Bayou Cannes, - 507 76 
B 1738 Dec. 30, Pierro Contant, . . - Pierre Ln Com•, - - - Occupancy ten years, • - Natchitoches, Red river, - 338 51 
B 173!) Dec, 30, Pierre Metoyer, - - - Pierre Metoyer, - - - Order of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, Lake a Case, - 1354 04 
B 1740 Dec. 30, Michel Robin, - - - Pierre La Cour, - - - Order of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, Red river,_ - 372 36 
n 1141 Dec, 30, John Berard, - - - Valentine Landry - - - Settlemf'nt, - - - Attakapas, Tcche, - 152 33 
B 1742 Dec, 30, Frangois Prudhomme - - Frnn_sois Pernult, • - - Occupancy ten yoars, - - Natchitoches, Red river, - 406 21 
B 1743 Dec. 30, Louis Mercier, - - - Fran_sois Perault, - - - Occupancy ten years, - • Natchitoches, Red river, - 101 55 
B 1744 Dec. 30, Henry He1·groider, • - - Henry Hergroider, • . - Order of survey and settlement, Attalrnpas, Bayou Salle, - 677 
D 1745 Dec, 30, Antoine Vascocu, • - . George McTire, • . . Settlement, - - • Natchitoches, Red river, . 236 95 
B 1746 Dec. 30, Jean B. Sennet, - - . Jean B. Sennet, - . . Settlement, - - • Attakapas, Teche, . 640 
A1747 Dec, 30, Joseph Grange . - - Maria. Simien, - . . Spanish patent, - - . Opelousas, - - - 67 70 
B 1748 Dec. 30, Jacob Schnell, . - . The heirs of Fran.sols Stelly, Occupancy ten years, - . Opelousas, . - - 507 75 
B 1749 Dec, 30, Pierre Jerome, • - • Heirs of John Collins - - Occupancy ten years, . . Opelousas, Bayou Coui·tableau • 203 10 
B 1750 Dec. 31, Frangois McKimm, widow of Frano_sis McKimm, widow of 

Robert McKimm, Robert McKimm, . - Settlement, - - . Rapides, Red 1·iver, . 128 64 
B 1751 Dec. 31, Nicholas Deville, - . Nicholas Deville, - . . Settlement, . . . Rapides, La Rigolct de Chaniere 64,0 
B 1752 Dec. 31, Gabriel Martin, . . - Pa.ul Lege1•, • - . Settlement, . . . Opelousas, Gully a Blaze, • 270 80 
Al753 Dec. SI, Blaise Lejeune, - - - Paul Leger, • - . Spanish patent, • - . Opelousas, Bayou Carancro, . 67 70 

l certify that the foregoing report is a true transcript from the decisions of the Board of Cvmmissioners, from the 4th of December to the 31st of the same month. 
Given Q.mler my b;md at Opelousas, January 15, 1812, 

Arpentsand 
hundredths 
in front. 

480 
800 
600 
400 

1600 
440 
180 
480 
120 
800 
280 
756 27 

80 
600 
240 

152 
756 27 
320 

8CJ 

Remarks, 

Prairie des Femmes. 

Gully of the Oak. 

LLOYD POSEY, Cltl'k. 
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No. Date. 

B 17!i4 Jan'y 1, 

n 1755 Jnn'y 1, 
A 1756 Jan'y 8, 
A 1757 Jan'y 9, 
B 1758 Jan•y 9, 
B 1759 Jan•y 9, 
B 1760 Jan'y 17, 
A 1761 Jan•y 17, 
B 1762 Jan'y 17, 
B 1763 Jan'y 17, 
B 1764 hn'y 17, 
B 1765 Ja.n'y 17, 
B 1766 Jan'y 17, 
B 1767 Jan•y 18, 

B 1768 Jan'y 18, 

B 1769 Jan•y 18, 
P. 1770 Jan'y 18, 
B 1771 Jan'y 18, 
B 1772 Jnn'y 18, 
A 1773 Jan'y 18, 
B 1774 Jnn'y 22, 
B 1775 Jan'y 22, 
B 1776 Jan'y 22, 
B 1777 Jan'y 22, 
B 1778 Jan'y 23, 
B 1~79 Jan'y 23, 
B 1780 Jan'y 23, 
B 1781 Jan'y 23, 

1782 B Jan'y 23, 
A 1783 Jan'y 23, 
A 1784 Jnn'y 23, 
A 1785 Jun'y 23, 
B 1786 Ja.n•y 23, 
A 1787 Jan'y 23, 
A 1788 Jan•y 23, 
B 1789 Jan•y 23, 
B 1790 Jan'y 24, 
A 1791 Jan'y 24, 
B 1792 Jan•y 241 

Monthly i·elum of Certificates issued hy the Commissioners of the TVestern nislrict of the Ten itory of Orleans, for January, 1812, 

Situation of land, Number of 
Name of person under whom land In whose favor issued, Nature of claim. acre~ and Arpents and Remarks. 

was claimed, hundredths. hundredths. 
County. Water course. 

John Hebrard, - Charles Miles, . Occupancy 10 years, - Rapides and Black river, 1000 1181 64 
Concordia, 

1000 1181 64 John Hebrard, - John Hemy, - Occupancy 10 years, • Same, Black river, Ygnacio Babid, - Thomas Crothe1•s, - Spanish patent, - Attakapas, Vermillion, 355 43 420 Grand Prairie. 
Fransois Bo•sier, - Frnnsois Bossier, . Spanish patent, • Natchitoches, Red rive1·, 848 83 1003 
Louis Romain De La Fosse - Joseph Auge, - Order of sm·vey & settlem't, Opelousas, - . . . 169 25 200 Grand Prairie, 
Freme Robisseau, - Freme Robisscnu, - Occupancy 10 years, - Attakapas, Bayou Techc, . 169 25 200 
Noble Wilkins, . Noble Wilkins, . Settlement, - Attakapas, Bayou Tcche, - 554 30 655 
Michel Prudhomme, . Michel Pruclhomme, - Spanish patent, - Opelousas, . . . . 203 10 240 Point Gaig-nard. 
Eugene Scnnet, - Eugene Sennet, . Occupancy ten years, - Attakapas, Tcche, . 541 61 640 
Philip Yeret, - Philip Veret, - Occupancy ten years, . Attakapas, Teche, . 1286 33 1520 
Joseph Melancon, - Joseph Mebncon, - Occupancy ten yea.rs, - Attalrnpas, Teche, . 390 98 462 
Michel Pivotcnu, - Michel Pivoteau, - Settlement, - Attakapas, . . . . 338 51 400 Ha.rgrave•s Gully. Widow Marie Grano, - Antoine Romero, - Settloment, - Attakapas, Lake Taxe, . 118 47 140 
Andre Voscocu and Antoine Andre Voscocu, - Occupancy ten years, - Natchitoches, Red rive1•, . 126 94 150 
Lenoir, 

135 40 160 Mm·y Grano Romero, \Vidow Mary Grano Romero, Widow Occupancy ten years, - Attakapas, Lake Taxe, . 
Romero, Romero, 

120 142 Clu·istinn Hesser, - Christian Hesser, - Occupancy ten years, • Natchitoches, Red river, . 
---Romero, . Godfroy Decuir, - Occupnncy ten yea.rs, - Attaka.pns, Lake Tnxe, . ]69 25 200 
Louis Monet, - Jean Baptiste Derbonne, - Order of sm·vey &. settlem't, Natchitoches, Red river, . 677 800 
Fransois Lambel't, - Fransois Lambert, - Settlement, . Attakapns, Vermillion, - 169 25 200 
Fransois Le Beaus, - Joseph Babin, . Spanish patent, - Attakapas, River Teche, . 406 21 480 
Bertrand Plaisance, . Bertrand Plaisance, - Occupancy ten years, . ~atchitoches, Red river, 78 01 92 22 
Sebastian Prudhomme, Baptiste Plaisance, . Order of survey &. settlem't, Natchitoches, Red river, . 142 17 168 
Hypolite Bordelon, - Hypolite B01•clelon, - Order of survey &. settlem't, N a.tchitoches, Red river, 377 21 445 
Etienne Duguett, - Charles Wolstancroft, - Settlement, - Natchitoches, Red river, . 640 756 27 
Joseph Mal'tin, - Joseph Martin, - Settlement, - Natchitoches, Red river, . 440 06 520 
F. Levassure, alias Jolie Bois, - Fra.nsois Lnvossure, - Settlement, - Natchitoches, Ila.you Mngio, . 357 16 422 04 
Athanase De Maziere, . Athnnaso De Maziere, - Order of survey 8t settlem't, Natchitoches, Red river, . 672 85 795 17 
A. De Maziere, Messrs. Paire Athana.se De Maziere . Occupancy ten years, - Natchitoches, Red river, . 1 55 1 81 and Metoyer 

Edmund Lavassier, 52 90 Edmund Lavassier, - - Settlement, - Natchitoches, Red river, • 62 50 Anselm Martin, - Anselm Martin, - 1 Spanish patent, - Attakapas, Bayou Petite Ance, 677 800 Antoine Bonnain, . Antoine Bonnain, • Spanish patent, - Attakapas, Bayou Petite Ance, 677 800 Joseph Armnnt, - Joseph Armant, • Spanish pa.tent, - Opelousas, .. - - . 1015 53 1200 Pointe Cataro. Antoino Prudhomme, - Emanuel Lavassier, - Occupancy ten years, - Natchitoches, Red river, . 105 78 125 Augustin Nezct, . Augustin Nezet, - Spanish patent, - Attakapas, Bayou Carnncro, • 213 26 252 Joseph Nezat, - Joseph Nezat, - Spanish patent, . Attakapns, Bayou Carancro, • 213 26 252 

I 
Antonio Nezat, - Antonio Nezat, - Spanish patent, - Attakapas, Bayou Carancro, • 213 26 252 Etienne Rachel, - Jacques St. Andrew, - O1·der of survey & settlcm't, Natchitoches, Red river, . 744 72 880 Pierre Gagnier, Jun. . Pierre Gagnier, Jun. - Order of survey 8t sett!em't, Natchitoches, Reel river, . 677 800 Pio!'Te Alerge, - John Bapte, Darion, cadet, Occupancy ten years, - Natchitoches, Red river, . 77 43 91 50 
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llETURN OF CERTIFICATES FOR JANUARY, 1811-Continued. 

I 
Situntion of land. 

No. Date. Name of person under whom In whose favor issued. Nature of claim. 
land wns claimed. 

County. Water course, 

B 1793 Jan'y 24, Louis Lambry, - Louis Lambry, - Orde1• of survey and settlement, :N"ntchitoches, Red river, -
B 1794 Jan'y 241 Denoist Montanery, Benoist Montl)nery, - Occupancy ten years, - Natchitoches, Red river, -
B 1795 Jan'y 24, J os<"ph Lu tier, - Antoine Grillet, - Occupancy ten years, • Natchitoches, Red 1·iver, -
B 1796 Jan'y 24, Agricole Fuzilior, - Agricole Puz1lier, - Orde1· of sUl'vey and setrlement, Attaknpns, Bayou Tortue, -n 1791 Jan'y 27, Clnntilcl11 Boura~sus, - Clantilda Bourassa?, - Settlement, - Opelousas, Bayou Placquemine 
A 1798 .Tan'y 27, JoReph Grange, - Maria Simien, - Spanish patent, - Opelousas, - - -
A 1799 Jan'y 27, Joseph Grange, - Chm•les Normand, - Spanish patent, - Opelousas, - . -
B 1600 Jan'y 27, Eugene Carlme, - Eugene Carline, - Settlement, - Attakapas, - - -
A1801 Jan'y 28, Clnudio Bosoliel, alias Claude Claudio Hosolier, nlias Clnude Spanish patent, - Attn kn pas, Hive;- Vermillion , 

Broussard, - Broussa•d, 
A 1802 Jan'y 28, C, Bosoliol, alias C. Broussard, Benjamin Hargrove, - Spanish patent, - Attnkapas, Rivet• Vermillion, 
A 1803 Jan'y 28, C. Bosoliel, alias C, Broussard, Jacob Ryan, - Spanish patent, - Attakapas, River Vermillion , 
B 1804 Jan'y 28, Mrs. Nicholas, - Jean Bte. Ailk and St. Anne, • Occupancy ten years, - Natchitoches, Hod river, -
B !805 Jan'y 29, Emanuel Prudhomme, - Fran.sols and Augustin Roubicau, Order of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, Red river, -
B 1806 Jan'y 29, Emanuel P1•udhomm,•, - Frnn_so:s Lavespere, - Order of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, Red river, -
B 1807 Jan'y 29, Louis Derbonne, - Louis Derbonne, - Occupancy ten years, - Natchitoches, River Cannes, -
B 1808 Jan'y 29, Pierre Jos. Macs, - Pierre, J os, Maes, • Order of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, Bayou Kan CJoque, 
B 1809 Jan'y 29, Bartholomew Rachel, - Jenn Upte. Ailhnnd St, Anne, - Order of sm·vey and settlement, Natchitoches, Red river, -
B 1810 Jan'y 29, Jacques Lacasse, - Joseph Verchire, - Order of survey and settlement, Natcl,itoches, Red river, -
B 1811 Jan'y 29, Pierre Baden, - Emanuel Prudhomme, - Occupancy ten years, - Natchitoches, Reel river, -
B 1812 Jan'y 29, Pierro Baden, - Emanuel Prudhomme, - Occupancy ten years, • Natchitoches, Hed river, -
B 1813 Jan'y 29, Sebastian Prudhomme, - Emanuel Prudhomme, - Occupancy ten years, • Natchitoches, 
B 1814 Jnn'y 29, Jean Baptiste Drewoele, Emanuel Prudhomme, - Order of survey and settlement. Natchitoches, Bayou Connant, -
B 1815 Jan'y 29, Dominique Hachel, - Em:mnel Prudhomme, - Order of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, Rod river, -
B 1816 Jan'y 30, Madame Gagne, - John Sibley, - Occupnnoy ten years, - Natchitoches, Red rivet·, -n 1817 Jan•y 30, Jean Palvadeau, - Heirs of Julian Besson, • Order of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, Red river, -n 1818 Jan'y 30, Antoine Plauche, - L-,uis Vascocu, - Orde1• of survey and sottlemont, Natchitoches, Ued river, -
B 1819 Jan'y 30, Louis Vascocu, - Loui~ Vascocu, - Occupancy ten years, .. Natchitoches, Black lake, -
B 1820 Jan'y :n, Antoine Rachel, - Antoine Rachel, - Order ot survey and settlement, Natchitoches, River Cannes., -
B 18.21 Jan'y 31, Antoine Le Mone, - Antoine Rachel, - Order of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, River Cannes, -n· 1s22 Jan,y 31, Pierre Larenaudier, - Jean Fran_sois Levasseur, - Occupancy ten yea1•s, - Natchitoches, Red river, 

LAND OF1;-10E, 01'ELousAs, February 11, 1812. 

I certify that the foregoing is a true copy from the decisions of Land Claims, for the month of January, 1812, 

Number of 
acres and 
hundths. 

1015 53 
21-1-83 
33 85 

236 95 
640 

11 33 
171 
640 
406 21 

101 55 
169 25 
33 85 

677 
677 
270 80 

1354 03 
12 23 

338 Sl 
67 70 

186 17 
338 51 
812 42 
406 21 
226 61 
406 21 
677 
64 !;5 

677 
812 42 
145 05 

Arpents & 
hund'ths. Remarks, 

1200 
253 85 
40 

280 
756 27 

13 39 
202 06 
756 27 De Le Loma Paigiur. 
480 

120 
200 
40 

800 Le Village Boitcure. 
800 Le Village Boitcure. 
320 

1600 
14 46 

400 
80 

220 
400 Nahoy Cayes .. 
960 
480 Isle aux Breve!. 
267 61 
480 
800 
76 27 

800 
960 
171 40 

LLOYD POSEY, Clerk. 
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•O .... 
;No. 

B 1823 

B 1824 
B 1825 
B 1826 

B 1827 
B 1828 
B 1829 
n 1830 

B 1831 
B 1832 
n 1833 
A 1834 
n 1835 
1l 1836 
B 1837 
B 1838 
B 1839 
D 11840 
B 1841 

B '1842 
B 1843 
A •1844 
n 1845 
B 1846 
A 1847 

B 1848 
B 1849 
D 1850 
B 1851 
B 1852 

B 1853 
B 1854 

B 1855 
B 1856 
B 1857 

Date. 

Feb. 1, 

Feb, 1, 
Feb, l, 
Feb, 1, 

Feb. " ::!• Feb. ..,, 
Feh. 3, 
Feb. 3, 

Feb. " ..,, 
Feb, " ..,, 
l-'eb. 3, 
Feb. " ,>. 
Feb. " ..,, 
Feb. 3, 
Feb. 3, 
l'eb. 4, 
Feb. 4, 
Feb. 4, 
Feb, 4, 

Feb, 4, 
Feb. 4, 
Feb, 4, 
Feb. 4, 
Feb 4, 
Vcb, 4, 

Feb. ·4, 
Feb. 4, 
Feb. 5, 
Feb. 5, 
Feb. 5, 

Feb. 5, 
Feb. 5, 

Feb. 5, 
Feb. 5, 
Feb, s, 

Monthly return of Certificates issued hy the Commissioners of the Western District of Orleans Territory, for February, 1812. ... 
~ 
w 
.:.., 

Situation ofland. Number of Arpents Ile. Name of pel'son under whom In whoso favor issued. Nature of claim. acres a11d hundredths land was claimed. hundredths, in front. 
County. Water course. 

Remark,. 

William Lindsay, - William Lindsay :ind Jona• 
than Thompson, • Requeto, • - Concordia, Lake St. Peter, - 640 756 27 Louis Legnon, - Louis Leg1,011, - Order of survey and settlement, Attakapas, Bayou Teche, - 846 28 1000 John Ramirez, - Eliza Midclleton, . Settlement and permission, - Concordia, Mississippi, - 7 62 9 Eliza P. Cuny, - Widow anC: heirs ofNicbobs 
Guinard, - Order of survey and settlement, Attakapas, Bnyou Techc, . 2369 57 2800 Joseph Adair, - Joseph Adair, - Settlement and permission, • Concordia, Mississippi, . 640 756 27 Robert W clch, - Elijah Smith, - Settlement and permission, • • Concordia, Mississippi, - 507 75 600 John King, - Charles S. Lee, - Settlement and permission, • Concordia, Mississippi, . 472 557 72 William McCoy, - Widow and heirs of William 
McCoy, - Settlement and permission, • Concordia, Mississippi, • 472 557 72 Jean Bte. Balthazar, - Jeun I.k. Balthazar, . Order or survey nnd ~ettlement, Natchitoches, niver ,\ ux Cannes, 406 21 480 Jesse E. Lacy, - John Whik, . Order of sur,·ey~nnd settlement, Atttaknpas, Vermillion, - 338 51 400 Dominique Mettoyer, - Dominique Mettoye1•, - Order of survey and settlement, ::){atchitochcs, Red 1·ive1•, . 541 61 640 Pier1e Nazet, - Pierre Nazet, - Spanish patent, - Attakapas, Bayou Caranc1·0, 338 51 400 Jean Tcheve1•, - Louis Derbonne, - Order of survey nnd settlement, Natchitoche~, Red river, • 220 260 Murgarettc, . Louis Derhonnc, - 0. der of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, Red river, . 338 51 400 Jesee White, - Jesse White, - Order of survey and settlement, Attnkapas, Vermillion, - 338 51 400 Julien Rachel, - Julien Rael-el, . Order of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, Red river, - 846 28 1000 Richard Simmes, - BaP.tiste Rachel, • Ot·der of survey and settlcmen,, l'latchitoches, Red river, • 338 51 400 Michel Comeau, - W111iam McCoy, • Settlement, ~ • Opelousas, Placquemine brulc, 640 756 27 Pierre Bodouin, . Pierre Mcltoyer, alia~ Con• 
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neq11oin, - Order of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, River Bourquinon, 406 21 480 Antoine Poiset, - John Sibley, . Occupancy ten years, . Natchitoches, Red river, • 677 800 Louis M. Lecour De Prelle, Barthelemy Lecour, . Order of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, Red river, . 395 66 467 53 Don Juan Decartegeaux, - Jean romierc, . Spanish patent, - - Natchitoches, Red !'ivcr, . 11'72 52 1385 50 Jean Pomiere, - Jean Pomicre, - Order of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, Red river, - 677 800 Julien Rachel, - Julien Rachel, . Order of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, Red river, . 812 42 960 Joseph Landry, - Christian f.imon Abud and 
Ch's Comeau, . Spanish patent, • . Attakapa&, Vermillion, - 338 51 400 Nicholas Galien, - Nicholas Galien, . Order of survey and settlement, N atchitoche~, River Aux Cannes, 406 21 480 Louis Mathias Lecourt, - Nicholas Galien, - Order of survey and se1 tlcment, Natchitoches, River Aux Cannes, 609 31 720 Nicholas Rosseau, - Emanuel Prudhomme, - Order of survey and settlement, N atehitoches, Red rivet•, . 1354 04 1600 Isle a Thomas Nickelson, - Thomas Nickolson, . Si:ttlement, • • Attakapas, Gully W. Vermillion 640 756 27 Gonsalos De Pradoes and 
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llrcville. 
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Fransois Decuir, - Frangois Decuir, . Occupancy ten years, . Attakapas, Lake Flaman, . 270 80 320 Fransois Decuir, - Fransois Decuir, . Occupancy ten years, . Attakapas, Lake Fla.man, - 270 80 320 Franso•s Decuir and Julien 
De Aq,1ela1•1 • Fransois Decuir, . Occupancy ton years, . Attakapas, Lake Flaman, - 135 40 160 Pierre Bovier, - Gaspard La Gour, Occupancy ten yea1·s, - Na•chitoches, Red river, . 575 47 680 Pierre Bovier, - Widow of Louis Anty, . Occupancy ten years, - Natchitoches, Red river, - 135 40 160 Lacom't Do Prelle, - Maria Louisa Porte!', widow 

of Louis Monet, . Order of survey and settlemc11t, Natchitoches, Red river, - S12 41 960 ,.~ 

~ 



.. 

No, Date. Name of person under whom 
land was claimed, 

D 1858 Feb. 5, Lacourt De Prelle, . 
B 1859 Feb. 5, Charles Daignion, . 
B 1860 Feb, 5, Antoine Conindet, -B 1861 Feb, 5, Louis Toumnzin, . 
B 1862 Feb. 6, Fransois Davion, . 
D 1863 Feb. 7, John Pierre Cloutier, . 
U 1864 Feb, 7, Charles Daignion, . 
A 1865 Feb. 7, Fransois Lemelle, . 
D 1866 Feb. 10, Frangois Mongcnot, . 
D 1867 Feb, IO, Fransois Mongenot, . 
B 1868 Feb. IO, Isaiah b later, -
B 1869 Feb, 11, Anthony Glass, • 
B 1870 Feb. 12, Fra;1sois, or John B, Bos• 

s1er, - -B 1871 Feb, 12, Peter O'Riley . . 
n 1872 Feb. 13, Louis Fontenot, . 
D 1873 Feb. 13, Jean Bte, Pridfirm, . 
B 1874 Feb. 13, Antoine Dubois, Lonis Vos-

cocu, and John Poiret, 
D 1875 Feb, 13, Fransois Dubois, • 

D 1876 Feb. 13, Julian Beason, • . 
B 1877 Feb. 14, Athanase Poissot, . 
D 1R78 Fe~. 14, Pierre D:1rtcgo,. -'o 1879 Feb. 14, Pierre Maraio, • . 
D 1880 Feb, 14, Widow of Louis Pellerin, 
B 1881 Feb. 14, Baptiste Grappe, • 

B 1882 Feb, 14, J nmes Teal and Arnaud, • 
B 1883 Feb, 14, Andre Rambin,. • 
D lll84 Fob, 14, Antoine Lenoir, . 
D 1885 Feb. 14, John Bte. Prudhomme, . 
B 1886 Feb. H, William P. Collins, . 
A 1887 Fob. 14, Pierre Lacoste, . 
A 1888 Feb. 14, Charles Lacosse, -A 1889 Feb, 14, Narciso Brontin, . 
A 1890 Feb. 14, Fransois Brutin, -A 1891 Feb. 14, John Gradinifto, -A 1892 Feb. 141 Fransois Gui bear, . 

RETURN OF CERTIFICATES FOR FEBRUARY, 1812-Continucd, 

~ituation of land, 
In whose favor issued. Nature or claim, Number ol 

acres and 
County. Water course. • hundredths 

Maria Louisa Porter, widow 
of Louis Monet, . Order of survey and settlement, N atcbitoches, Red river, . 1218 64 

Antoine Conindet, . Occupancy ten years, • Natchitoches, Ued river, . 203 10 
Antoine Conindet, . Order of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, Red river, - 541 61 
Nicholas Docla, • . Orde1· of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, Red river, • 677 
Fransois Davion, . Order of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, Rive1• Aux Cannes, 677 
John Pierre Cloutier, . Settlement, • • Natchitoches, Red river, • • 640 
Athanase Lacour, . Occupancy ten years 1 • Natchitoches, Hiver Aux Cannes, 67 70 
Frangois Lemelle, . Spamsh patent, • • Opelousa~, . . . 1354 03 
Frangois Chelete1•1 . Order of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, Red river, . 338 51 
Jacques Lacaze, . Order of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, Red river, . 338 51 
Isaiah Slater, . . Settlement, • • Rapides, Hernphill•s creek, 640 
,Anthony Glass,. . Settlement, • • Concordia, Mississippi, • 451 56 

Jacques Roman, . Occupancy ten years, • Opelousns. Bayou Tcche, . 372 36 
Poter 0 1H.iley, • • Settlement, • • Attakapas, Bayou Salle, . 338 51 
Widow and heirs of Louis 

Fontenot, . . 
Widow and heirs of Louis 

Order of survey nnd settlement, Natchitoches, Ued river, . 1354 04 

Fontenot, . . Orde1· of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, Red river, - 1861 80 
Widow and heirs of Louis 

Fonten,,t, . 
Widow and heirs of Louis 

Occupancy ten yearir, • Natchitoches, Red river, . 33 85 

Fontenot, . Order of survey and settlc1w:nt, Natchitoches, Red river, . 406 21 
Pelage Grape, widow of 

Louis Fontenot, • Occ11pancy ten year~, • Natchitoches, Red river, . 947 83 
John Hadlev, and others, Occupancy ten years, - Natchitoches, Red river, . 256 63 
John Nanca'r1·01v, • Occupancy ten years, - Natchitoches, Hed river, . 31 04 
Louis Uemarcts, . Order of survey and •cttlemmt, Attakapas, Darou Teche, • 677 
Louis Demarets, . Occupancy ten years, • Attakapas, I Bayou Teche, • 2000 
Widow and heirs of Bte, 

Grappe, - . Settlement, • • Natchitoches, Red river, • 545 
James Teal, . . Settlement, • • Natchitoches, Bayou Case:ichie, • 640 
Andre Rambin, - . Order of survey and settlement, Natchitoqhes, Fausse river, • 541 60 
Hypolite Bordelon, . Occupancy ten years, • Natchitoches, Ued river, • 677 
Jean Bte. Trichel, • Order of survey and settlomcnt, Natchitoches, Red river, • 67 70 
Rep's of Laurence Milligan, Settlement, • • Rapides, Bayou Robert, • 640 
P,cri·e I hretien, • Spanish patent, • • Opelousas, Bayou Nczpique, • 2708 08 
Antoine Chenier, . bpanish patent, • • Opelousas, • • • 338 5l 
Daniel Clark . Spanish patent, • • Opelousas, Placquemine brulc, 677 
Daniel <:lark, . . Spanish patent, • - Opelousas, Placquemine brute, 677 
Daniel Clark, . - Spanish patent, • • Opelousas, Bayou Nezpique, 2708 08 
Fransois Guilbcar, . Spanish patent, • • A.ttakapas, • • - 426 52 

Arpontsand 
hundredths 
in front, 

1440 
240 
640 
800 
800 
756 27 

80 
1600 
400 
400 
756 27 
533 57 

440 
400 

1600 

2200 

40 

480 

1120 
303 25 
35 66 

800 
2363 28 

644 
756 27 
640 
800 
80 

756 27 
3200 
400 
800 
800 

3200 
50" 

Rema1·ks, 

--- -,---

r:,!1.:.] 

Lake BlacklaDd, 

Lake Poule Deau, .:,N 
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No, 

n 1893 

B 1894 
B lb95 
A 1896 
B 1897 
lJ 1898 
B 1899 
B 1900 
B 1901 
B 1902 
B 1903 

RETURN OF CERTIFICATES FOR FEBRUARY, 1812-Continued. 

' I •·-- -•-

Date, 

Feb. 14, 

Feb. 17, 
Feb. 17, 
Feb. 19, 
Feb. 20, 
Feb. 20, 
Feb 20, 
Feb. 20, 
Feb, 20, 
Feb. 2 ( 
Feb, 2 ~ 

Namo of person under wbom 
land was claimed. 

In whose fa,·or isaued. 

Robert and James McKim, - I Simon Burney, 

William Lebrun, Charles Lemoine, 
Madeline Labarie, • Madeline Labarie, 
William Luix, William Luix, 
William Chevcrd, - Edward ~11rphy, 
Grand Maison Etienne, - Fransois Rouquierc, 
Antoine Prudhomme, Edward Murphy, 
Daniel ('al111ghan, - Louillier Brothers, 
Daniel Callaghan, - William McKny, 
L-mis Guille1•y, - Athanasc, (free negro,) 
The legal rep's of Sam Fusi-
lier, (free mulatto,) • 

Nature of claim. 
Situation ofland. 

County. Water course. 

Number of IArpents and 
acres and hundredths· 

hundredths. in front. 

1-----------1----1------1---1---1---•··· 
- , Occupancy ten years, - • Opelousas, 

Occup11noy ten years, - Natchitoches, 
- Settlement, - - Natchitoche81 
- Spanish patent, - - Att11kapas, 
• Order of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, 
- Occup11ncy ten years, - - Natchitoches, 

Occupancy ten years, - - Natchitoches, 
- 2 orders of survey and settlem't, Opelousas, 
- 2 orders of sun·ev and settlem't, Opelousas, 
- Settlement, • - - :N'atchitoches, 

BeaYCI' Dam Bayou, 
branch of Nezp1que, 

Little rive1·, 
Red river, 
Bayou Vermillion, -
Lake Poisson, - - -
Red river, 
Tisson's bayou, -
Tisson's bayou, -
Bayou Aux Cannes, 

550 
51 98 

252 92 
270 80 
423 14 

19 36 
35 49 
20 32 
66 94 

338 51 
203 10 

649 90 
61 02 

299 09 
320 
500 
22 87 
42 
23 81 
72 

400 

Remarb. 

B 1904, I Feb. 22, Rep's Sam Fusilier, (free mu. 
Sam Fusilier, (free mulatto,) Order of survey and settlem't, 
Rep's of Sam Fusilier, (free 
mulatto,) Order 'of survey nnd sett!em't, 

0pelousas, 
338 51 

507 75 
677 

240 I Prairie oftl,e Dutch, 

400 Dutch Prairie. 
B 1905 
B 1906 
B 1907 
B 1908 
8 1909 
.H 1910 
8 1911 
:B 1912 
ll 1913 
~ 1914 

Feb. 2~, 
Feb, 22, 
Feb 27, 
Feb. 27, 
Feb. 28, 
Fob. 28, 
Feb, 29, 
l''eb. 29, 
F.eb. 29, 
F~b. 29, 

)alto.) 
Thomas Lede11ux, 
Joseph Martineau, 
Conrad Reckner, 
Charles Duhon, 
Jonas Scroggins, 
John n. Staley, Jun. 
William Comstock, 
Fransois Ortiz, 
U11)thazar Mares, 
Pforre Arseneau, 

.. Nicholas Droycr, • Order of survey and settlem't, 
- Fran~ois Lntier, - 01der of survey and sottlem't, 
- Isaiah Slater, - Requete, . 
- Heirs of Charles Duhon, Order of survey and scttlem•t, 
- Jonas Scroggins, - Requete, - _ 
- John n. Staley, Jun. - Settlement, - -
.. Luke Bryant, Settlement, - -

Joseph Broussard, • Order of survey and setUem•t, 
- Heirs of Balthazar Mares, - Order of survey and settlem't, 
- Heirs of Balthazar Mares, - Order of survey and settlem•t, 

Opelousas, 
Opelousas, 
Natchitoches, 
Rapides, 
Attakapas, 
Rapides, 
Opelousas, 
Attakapas, 
Attakapas, 
Opelousas, 
Opelousas, 

Bayou Chicot, 
Red river, - -
Hemphill's crcok, -
Bayou Vermillion, -
Bushley creek, -
Bayou Cannes, -
Chalfallico bay, . -
B. Grand Ct;teau, -
Bayou Bourbeau, -

t ,certify the IollCgoing to be a true copy from the record of decisions of the Board of Commissioners, for the month of February, 1812, 

WiSTJll.?I' LAND Onxo&, Ornovsu, M•rch 11, 1812. 

640 
135 40 
640 
338 51 
640 
338 51 
541 60 
677 

600 
800 
756 27 
160 
756 27 
400 
756 27 
400 I Isle Aux Canne~. 
640 
800 

LLOYD POSEY, Olerk. 
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Montltly ,·eturn of certificates issued hy the Commissioners of the western district of Orleans Territory,for March, 1812. 

Situation of land. Numher A1•pe11ts 
No. Date. Name of person under In whose favor issued, Nature of claim, of acres and hun- Rem:u·ks. 

whom land was claimed. and hun • dredths 
County, Water course. dredths, in front. 

--------

n 1915 March 3, Maria Joseph Dauphin, John Baptiste Sennet, . Order of survey and settlement, Attakapas, River Teche, . 270 80 320 
B 1916 March 3, Maria Joseph Dauphin, John Louis Drouet, . Order of survey and settlement, Attakapas, River Teche, . 338 51 400 
B 1917 March 3, Joseph Collet, • Fran,sois Prevost, • • Order of survey and settlement, Attakapns, Bayou Champique, . 338 51 400 
A 1918 March 3, Michel Bril:(nace, • Legal reps. of Michel Brignacs, Spanish patent, • • Opelousas, . . . . 406 21 480 Grand l'rairic. 
B 1919 March 5, Thomas Fletcher, • Thomas Fletche1•, • • Settlement, . . Attakapas, Bayou Vermillion, • 640 756 27 
n 1920 March 5, Joseph Boisdore and Heirs and legal reps. of William Occupancy ten years, . . Opelousas, Waters of bayou Cannes, 1015 53 1200 

William O'Donnaghan. O'Donnaghan. • • 
B 1921 March 6, Jacob Miller, • Jacob Miller, - • Occupancy ten years, . . Attakapas, Rive1• Teche, . 220 260 
l3 1922 March 7, Jesse Bowden, . Jesse Bowden, . . Settlement, . . Rapides, Big creek, • 640 756 27 
B 1923 March 7, Josiah Pricket, . Josiah Prick et, . . Settlement, . . Rapides, Bayou Crocodile, • 640 756 27 
D 1924 March 7, Fl'ancis Stockley, • Francis Stockley, . . Settlement, . . Rapides, Stockley's creek, • 320 378 13 
B 1925 March 7, Francis Stockley, • Resin Bowie, Jun. . . S1•ttlement, . . Rapides, Stockley•s creek, • 320 378 13 
B 1926 March 11, J osrph Le Blanc, son of Joseph Le Blanc, son of Simon, Settlement, . . Attakapas, Waters of bayou Teche, 203 10 240 

Simon. 
B 1927 March 11, Joseph Chevalie1• Poiret, Bennet Jopling, • . Occupancy ten years, . . Opelousa&, Bayou of l\fallet's woods, 913 98 1080 
B 1928 March 11, Lucas Fontenot, • Baptiste Johnson, • . Occupancy ten years, - . Opelousas, . . . . 406 21 480 Cove Prairie, Bellair Fontenot. 
B 1929 March 11, Lucas Fontenot, . Louis Fontenet Bellaire, . Occupancy ten years, • • Opelousas, - . . . 609 31 720 Ditto ditto. 
B 1930 March 12, Jean Henry Lastrapes, - Jean Henry Lastrapes, . Order of' sur1•ey and settlement, Opelousas, Bayou Catarcnu, • 1015 53 1200 
B 1931 March 13, Chrisostome Perrot, • Chrisostome Perrot, . Order of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, Red ril'er, . 677 800 Campte. 
8 1932 March 13, William Snoddy, • John C, Perrot, . . O1·der of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, Red river, . 677 800 Fayard. 
ll 1933 March 14, Mark Powell, • Hugh Bailey, . . Settlement, . . Rapides, Horse,pen creek, 575 17 680 Sactolaye. 
B 1934 March 16, William Lee, . John Holly, . . Requete, . . Rapides, Catahoula bayou, . 640 756 27 
n 1935 March 19, ---Stouts, . Talmage Dunleavy, . . Settlement, . . Attakapas, River Teche, - 640 756 27 

-- ... --
I, Lloyd Posey, clerk of the Board of Commissioners for the western district of the Territo1·y of Orle:u1s, certify the foregoing to be a true copy from the record of decisions for the month of March, 1812. 

OPELOUSAS, April 6, 1812, LLOYD POSEY, Ckrk. 
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No, Date. 

B 1936 April 2, 
B 1937 Apl'il 2, 
n 1938 April 2, 
B 1939 April 3, 
B 1940 April 3, 

A 1941 April 3, 
A 1942 April 3, 
B 1943 April 4, 
8 1944 April 4, 
B 1945 April 8, 
B 1946 April 8, 
n 1947 April 8, 
B 1948 April 10, 
B 1949 April 29, 
B 1950 April 29, 
B 1951 Ap1il 29, 
n 1952 April 30, 
B 1953 April 30, 
B 1954 April 30, 
B 1955 April 30, 
B 1956 April 30, 
B 1957 April 30, 
B 1958 May 1, 
B 1959 May 1, 
B 1960 May 1, 
B 1961 Mny 1, 
B 1962 May 1, 
A 196:1 May 2, 
B 1964 Mny 5, 
B 1965 May 7, 
B 1966 May 9, 
n 1967 May 9, 
B 1968 May 9, 
B 1969 May 9, 
B 1970 May 11, 

B 1971 M'ny 13, 

B 1972 May 14, 
B 1973 May 14, 
ll 1974 May 14, 
ll 1975 May 15, 

:Monthly return of cerltjicates issued by tlie Commissioners of the western disfrict of Orleam 7'erritory,for .l.lpril and May, 1812. 

Situation of land, 
Number of Name of person under whom In whose favor issued. Nature of claim. Arlontsand Remades. 

land was claimed. --- acres and und1·'ths 
County. Water cour~. hund'ths. in front. 

William Mccullock, - Reps. of Wm. McCullock, Order of survey and settlement, Attakapas, River Tecbo, - 135 40 160 
Loui'I Legnon, - Louis Legnon, • Occupancy ten years, . Attakapas, li.ver Teche, 338 51 400 
Pierre noucot, - Pierre Doucet, • Settlement, • - . Opelousas, Bayou Aux Cannes, - 507 75 600 
Philip Vcrot, - Soi;rel Contamine, - Occupancy ten years, • Atmkapas, River Teche, 21:1 63 252 44 
Antoine Boisdore, - Nicholas Simon, ( callecl Lar- Occupancy ten years, • Opelousas, Bayou Petite Pass, - 677 800 

rouille.) 
203 10 Dallair Fonteneau, . Joseph Guillory, • Spanish patent, • • Opelousas, . . - 240 

Bdlair Fonteneau, - Augustin Bellair Fonteneo.u, S pariish patent, • • Opelousas, - . . 1015 53 1200 
Francis Le Breton, . James Saundo1•s, • Order of survey and settlement, Attakapas, Rive1• Techc, . 406 21 480 
John Chote, . Henry Hergerocder, • Occupancy ten years, - Attnkapas, River Techc, . 304 65 360 
Christopher O'Brinn, . Legal reps. of C, o•Brian, Requete, . . . Attnkapas, niver Tccho, . 640 756 27 
Jacob Stroop, . Charlis Botin, • Requete, - . . Washi'a, Bayou Siard, • 406 21 480 
Alexander Breard, . Alexander Breard, - Setrlement, . - - Washita, River Washita, • 609 31 720 
Paul Roquigny, . Dudley Shipp, . Occupancy ten years, - Opelousas, Bayousl'eche &. :Fusilier, 196 231 60 
Samuel Kobb , . Jame:1 Foste1•, . Settlement, • . . Concordia, Mississippi, . 640 756 27 
William Row, . Joshua G. Cla1·k, . Requete, . . . Concordia, Lake Concordia, - 540 638 12 
William Row, . Ferdinand Leo Claiborne, - Re3uetc, - - • Concordia, Lake Concordia, . 100 118 15 
Pierre Metoyer, - Augustin Metoyer, . Or e1• of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, Bayou Plat, . 395 31 468 and 576 toises. 
Louis Metoyer, - Louis Metoyer, . Order of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, Red river, . 883 69 1044 20 
Jean Massis, . Jean Massis, . Settlement, • • • Natchitoches, - . . 304 65 360 Isle Au Brevet, 6 
John Born, . Augustin Metoyer, . Order of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, Red river, . 507 76 600 
Pic,re Michel, . Augustin Metoyer, . Order of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, . . . 677 800 
Wilham Lebrun, - Augustin Metoyer, . Order of survey and settlement, Natchitocheg, Red river, . 812 42 960 
Joseph Vidal, . Joseph Vidal, . Order of survey and settlement, Concordia, Mississippi, . 677 800 
Joaeph Vidal, . Daniel Vidal, . Order of survey and settlement, Concordia, Mississippi, - 406 21 480 
Augustin Metoyer, • Augustin Metoyer, • Orde1• of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, R1•d river, . 128 25 152 and 36S toises. 
Pierre Dcrbaune, • Pierre Derbnnne, • Settlement, - • • Natchitoches, Red 1·iver, . 384 23 454 
Joseph Rabalais, • Andrew Michel, - Settlement, - • • Natchitoches, Uiver Anx Co.nnes, . 355 43 420 
Louis Rachal, • Placide Bossie, • Spanish patent, • • Natchitoches, Red river, ' . 413 83 489 
David Douglas11, - Legal reps, of St'n Douglass, Settlement by permission, • Concordia, Mississippi, . 640 756 27 
John Bowie, - John Bowie, • Settlement, ,. • • Rapides, . . . 6-!,0 756 27 Island of Sicily. 
Joseph Provost, • ' Pierre Petit, • Order of survey and settlement, Attakapas, - - . 2031 06 2400 Pare Perdu, 
Jos. Provost, alias Collet, • J os, Provost, alias Collet, - Order of survey and settlement, Attakapas, . . . 338 51 400 
Gabriel Martin, • John McDaniel, • Settlement, - • - Opelousas, Bayou Chicot, - 270 80 320 
Samuel Wells, • John llcDaniel, • Occupancy ten years, • Opelousas, Bayou Chicot, - 270 80 320 
Jcau, Fransois, and Adam Jean, Fransois, and Adam Order of survey and settlement, .Attakapns, River Teche, . 270 80 320 
Uva!. Uva!. 

Jean, Fransois, and .Adam 
Uval. 

Jean, Fransois, and Adam 
Uva!. 

Order of survey and settlement, Attakapas, Uivcr Tcche, . 270 80 320 

John Miques, - Joseph Broussard, - Order of sur\'ey and settlement, Attakapas, - - - 338 51 400 Isle Aux Cannes. 
Christopher Note, . Thomas Chote, - Settlement, , • • Attakapas, Chaffalia, - 640 756 27 
Michel Riter, - Seth Hanchct, - Order of surevy and settlement, Opelousas, . - - 321 57 380 Ritel"s Bridge, 
Brunier De Clouett, . Pierre Guidery, . Occupancy ten years, . A1takapas, River Teche, . 406 21 480 Prairie Gros Cheveral. 
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RE'rURN OF CERTIFICATES FOR APRIL AND MAY, 1812-Continued. 

·--~ 

Situation of land, 
No. Date. Name of person under whom In whose favor issued, Naturo of claim. Number of Arpentsand Uemarks, 

land was claimed. acres and hund'ths. 
County. Water course. hund'ths. in front, 

--~ 
n 1976 May 15, Pierre Guidcry, . Pierre Guidery, • Occupancy ten years, - Attakapas, River Teche, - 1692 55 2000 Prairie Gros Chevcral. 
B 1977 May 15, Augustin Frederick, . Bernard Mailloche and wife, Occupancy ten years, . Natchitoches, Rive1• Bourgenon, - . 534 
B 1978 May 15, William Uolings, . Legal reps. Peter McDaniel, Settlement, • . - Opelousas, Bayou Chicot, . 640 756 27 
B 1979 May 16, John Perkman, . Charles Myers, • Settlement, • . . Attakapas, River Teche, - 640 7.S6 27 
B 1980 May 16, Clail• Dautrive Du Blucet, Clnir Dautrivo Du Blucet, Occupancy ten years, . Attakapas, - . - 744 72 880 La Chute . 
B 1981 May 19, Madame Louse!, . Alexander 13. Southerlnnd, Settlement, • . . Attakapas, Bayou Teche, . 338 51 400 
A 1982 May 19, Michel Maux, . Charles Dugat, - Spanish patent, . - Attakap11s, Bayou Teche, . 279 27 330 
B 1983 May 19, John Doucet, . Bastien C asteyo, . Occupancy ten years, • Attakapas, Bayou Teche, . 203 IO 240 
B 1984 May 20, Michel Riter, . Margaret Seaman, . Order of survey and settlement, Opelousas, . . - 169 25 200 Riter's Bridge. 
B 1985 May 20, Michel Riter, . Seth Hanchett, - Order of survey and settlement, Opelousas, - - . 118 45 140 Riter's Bridge. 
B 1986 May 21, Louise and Caroline De Baptiste Calais, . Ol'der of survey and settlement, Attakapns, Bayou Teche, . 270 80 320 

Clouet. 
B 1987 May 22, Fransois Bre.nt, - Daniel J. Sutton, - Settlement, . . - Opelousas, Bayou Courtablea11, - 640 756 27 
B 1988 May 22, Pierre Dupuis, . Pierro Dupuis, . Occupancy ten year11, . Rapides, - - . 840 52 400 36 Avoyelles' Prairie. 
B 1989 May 26, Pierre Moreau, - Pierre Moreau, . , Occupancy ten years, . Attakapas, Bayou Techc, . 169 25 200 
B 1990 May 26, Louise and Caroline De Antoine Patin, . Occupancy ten years, . Attakapas, Bayou Teehe, - 406 21 480 

Clouet. 
B 1991 May 26, John Price, . Heirs of John Price, . Occupancy ten years, . Rapides, Washita river, - 1541 30 1821 26 
8 1992 May 27, Antoine Tupard, . Chol and Giror, . Settlement, • . . Washita, Washita river, . 97 39 115 08 
B 1993 May 27, Louis Durac, . John C. Carr, -- Settlement, . . Natchitoches, Red river, . 585 77 
n 1994 May 27, . . . Legal reps. of John Baptiste Occupancy ten years, . Attakapas, Bayou Teche, . 406 21 480 

Paytavin. 
B 1995 May 27, Fransois Decuir, • Legal reps. of John Baptiste Occupancy ten years, - Attakapas, Bayou Teche, . 203 10 240 

Paytavin. 
B 1996 May 27, Nicholas Herbert and Philip Nicholas Hebert, . Occupancy ten years, . Attakapas, . . . 389 28 460 Prairie Mall. 

Vertt, 
B 1997 May 28, Puul Bonnain, . Paul Bonnain, - Occupancy ten years, - Attakapas, Bayou Petit Ance, . 338 51 400 
ll 1998 May 28, Joseph Boisdorc, . Samuel Laughlin, and C. Occupancy ten years, . Opelousas, Bayou Cannes, . 338 51 400 

Hanchett. 
B 1999 May 28, Louis Pellerin, . Heirs of John Collins, . Occupancy ten years, • Opelousas, Bayou Courtableau, • 624 
B 2000 May 28, John Bowls, . Louaillicrs, (brothers,) • Occupancy ten years, • Opelousas, Waters of Vermillion, 203 10 240 
B 2001 May 28, Seth Hanchett, - Louaillierll, (brothers,) - Order of survey and settlement, Opelousas, Waters of Vermillion, 203 10 240 
B 2002 May 29, Mary Simean, free negress, Mary Simean, free negrcss, Occupancy ten years, . Opelousas, - - - 48 21 57 
li 2003 May 30, Fransois Gi•app and Henry Fransois Grapp nnd Henry Occupancy ten years, . Natchitoches, Red river, . 1231 57 1455 

Trichel, 1'richcl. 

--- --· 

J, Lloyd Posey, Clerk of the Board of Commissioners of the western land district, certify the foregoing to be true transcripts from the record of decisions for the months of April and May, 1812. 
L.urn OFFICE, 0PBLOtTSA8, Junes, 1812. 

LLOYD POSEY, Clerk. 
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N, o, 

B 
ll 
B 
B 

B 
n 
B 

B 
B 

n 
B 
B 
D 
u 
B 
B 

u 
B 

8 

B 
B 

8 

B 

B 

B 

B 

n 

B 

-
)04 
)05 
)06 
)07 

)08 
)09 
HO 

)11 
)12 

013 
014 
015 
016 
017 
018 
019 

020 

021 

022 

023 
024 

025 

026 

027 

028 

029 

030 

031 

Date, 

\ 
June 4, 
June !J, 
June 9, 
June 9, 

June 9, 
Sune !I, 
Jnne 9, 

June 9, 
Juee 10, 

June 11, 
June 11, 
June 11, 
June 11, 
June 11, 
June 12, 
June 15, 

June 15, 

June 15, 

June 15, 

June 16, 
Juno 16, 

June 16, 

June 16, 

June 16, 

June 16, 

June 16, 

June 16, 

June 16, 

:Mo11thly retum of Certlficates issued hy the Commissioners of the western Disfrict of Orlean, Territory, for June, 181~. 

--

Situation of land, Number Arpents 
N&me of person under In whose favor issued. Nature of the claim, of acres andhun• 

whom l:m.l was claimed, andhun, <lredths 
County. Water course. dredths, in front, 

--~--¥---

Chrisostom Perr1r.ult . Chrisostom Perrault . Occupancy ten years . Natchitoches Waters Black lake • 226 63 267 82 Prairie Naca 
Joha Hernandes . Henry Bureau . Order ofsnrvcy and settlt,mont - Opelousas - - - 550 15 - Grand P1airi 
John Hernandes . Antoine Anselin . Order of survey and settlement - Op<'louaas - . - 466 32 - Grand Prairi 
Gaspar Dore Alexander Deviuce Dien-

Vt"nue. Occupancy ten years . Attakapas - . . 506 08 598 Cypress Isla 
--Contant . ,vmiam Patterson . SeLtlemcnt . Natchitoches River Aux Cannes • 290 342 67 
Joseph Boisonct . Maria. Jeane - Settlement . Natchitoches Red river - 90 106 34 
Grapp and Trichel . Madame Benoist, widow of 

Montanery • Occupancy ton ye:u'S - Natchitoches Red river - 136 07 160 79 
J ncques Christien • John Laland • Occupancy ten years . Natchitoches - - - 67 70 80 L3kc Noir, 
Loms and Alexander De h Louis and Alexander Do la 

Houssage - Houssage . Orde1• of survey and settlement . Attakapas - - 2273 16&6 
Jacques Lamber . Fransois Chabus - Order of survey and settlement . Natchitoches Red river - 239 37 282 88 
John Baptiste Laberry . Fransois Chabus - Order of s11rvcy and settlement - Natchitoches Red river . 155 71 18•1 
Soulan$' Bossie . Fransois Latcir . Settlement . Natcl,itoches River Bourgenon - 420 GO 497 
Franso1s Chabus - Louis Thoma~ino . Requete, • . Natchitoches River of Cannes - 640 756 27 
Joseph Rabale . Dominique Metoyer . Order of survey and settlement . Natchitoches Red 1·iver - 406 21 480 
--Marty - John Horne . Occupancy ten years . Natchitoches - - - 11 81 14 Lake Terre 
Etienne Verger . Legal repre&'s of Edward 

Murphy • Order of survey and settlement . Natchitoches Red river - 114 20 
Etienne Verger . Legal reprcs's of Edward 

Murphy • Order of survey and settlement . Natchitoches Red river - 72 20 85 70 
Remy l'oisset . Legal repres's of Edward 

Murphy • Occupancy ten years . Natchitoches Red river - 64 72 
John Varangue . Legal rcpres•~ of Edward 

Murphy • Occupancy ten years . Natchitoches Red river - 171 79 203 
Antoine Lenoir . George McFire • Occup:mcy ten years . Natchitoches Red river - 59 46 
Louis Buard, sen. . John Bllptiste Aillmud St, 

Ann. • Occupancy ten years - Natchitoches Red river - 67 70 80 
Pierre Badin . John Baptiste Ailhaud St, 

Ann. Ordel' of survey and settlement . Natchitoches Red 1·ivor - 67 70 80 
Widow llua1·d, and others - John Baptiste Ailhaud St, 

Ann. • Occupancy ten years Natchitoches Red river - 186 17 220 1 
Louis Buarcl, sen, . John Baptiste Ailhaud St. 

Ann, • Occupancy ten years . Natchitoches Red river - 169 20 200 
Louis Buard, sen, . John Baptiste Ailhaud St 

Ann, • Occupancy ten years . Natchitoches Red rive1• . 16 92 20 
Louis Fontenot - Widow and heirs of L. Fonte-

not, . Occupancy ten years - Natchitoches Red rive!' - 406 21 480 
Edwartl Murphy . Legal repres's of Edward 

Murphy • Order of ~urvoy and settlement . Natchitoches Red river - 108 70 
Remy Perrault . Uemy Perrault • Requete . Natchitoches Red river - 478 75 SGS 72 
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RETURN OF CERTIFICATES FOR JUNE, 1812-Continued. 
--:..:x 

Situation of land, Number Arpents and . 
No. Date. Name of person under whom In whose favor issued. Nature of the claim. of acres hundredths Remarks·. 

. land was claimed, andhun- in front. 
County, Water course. dredths. 

----- ~ - ----

2032 June 16, Charles Lemoine . Log11l represent•s of Edward 
Murphy • Order of survey and settlement Natchitoches, Red river 105 

2033 June 16, Charles Lemoine . Legal reprcsent's of Edwatd 
Murphy • Order of survey and settlement , Natchitoches, Red river 61 80 

2034 June 16, John Lamber . Legal represent's of Edward 
Murphv • Order of survey and settlement Natchitoches, Red river 119 51 

2035 June 16, Maria Margaret Langloise . John Sibley . Occupancy ten years • Natchitoches, Red river 320 378 13 
2036 ,Tune 17, Simon Gonelle . Simon Gonelle . Order of survey :md settlement Natchitoches, Red river 406 21 480 
2037 June 17, Gascon Ortalon . John C. Carr . Occupancy ten years . Natchitoches, Red river 152 32 180 
2038 June 17, John Laberry . A thannse Poisot . Occupancy ten years . Natchitoches, Red river 170 80 320 
2039 June 17, John Baptiste Lemoine . John Baptiste Lemoine . Settlement - Natchitoches, Red rive1• 169 25 200 
2040 June 17, Pierl'e Gagnier . Pierre Ely • Settlement . Natchitoches, Red river 49 23 
2041 June 17, Edward Murphy . Legal represent's of Edward 

Murphy - Order of survev anrl settlement Natchitoches, B.GrandRousseau 846 28 1000 
20)J,2 June 18, Charles Larnordier . Fr:msois Roquicr, sen. • Occupancy ten· yenrs - Natchitoches, Red river 1 02 1 20 
2043 June 18, Ignatius Mnillieux - Frnnsois Uoquier, sen. • Order of survey and settlement Natchitoches, Red ,ivcr 440 06 220 
2044 June 18, F1·nnsois Roquier . Francois Roquier, sen, - Order of survey ancl settlement Natchitoches, ned river 677 800 Isle Aux Vaches, 
2045 June 19, Julien Beason . Julien Beason . Settlement . Natchitoches, Red river 575 45 680 
2046 June 19, Michel Meaux and others - Michel Meaux and others . Occupancy ten years - Attaknpas, . . . 640 7.56 27 Grand Prairie of Attakapas. 
2047 June 23, Fransois Lelue - Frnnsois Lelue - Occupancy ten years • Attaknpas, B. Petite Ance 304 65 360 
2048 June 23, Philip Duplichicn - Philip Duplichien . Order of survey and settlement Attakapas, Bayou Toche 406 21 480 
2049 June 23, Pierre Zerangue . Nicholas Provost - Order of survey and settlement Attakapas, Vermillion 270 80 320 
2050 June 25, Alex'r C. G, Delhorme - Ferdinand V. Potier - Order of survey and settlement Attaknpns, River Teche 812 41 960 

. 2051 June 25, John Gravier . John Graviet· . Order of survey and settlement Attnkapas, River Teche 1015 53 1200 Bois de Casscin, 

-·--· -
I, Lloyd Posey, Clerk of the Board of Commissioners for the western district of the Territory of Orleans, certify that the foregoing is a true transcript from the record of decisions for the month of June, 1812, 

J,LOYD POS1':\', Clerk. 
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Monthly ,·eturn of Certificates issued by the Commissioners of the Western. District of Orleans Territo,·y, jor July, 1812. 

Situation of the land. 
No. Date. Name of person under ,,·horn In whose favor issued. Nature of the claim. Number of Arpentsand Remarks, 

land was claimed. acres and hundredths 
County. Water course. hundredths. in front. 

B 2052 July 6, Thom:1s Gemmil, - - John Foster, - • Settlement, - - Concordia, Mississippi, - 541 61 640 
B 2053 July 7, Caleb Po1kins, . - Joseph Harrison, • • Requete, - - Concordia, Mississippi, - 203 10 240 
B 2054 July 10, ,John Ifrmphill, - - Legal reps. of Cesar Archinaud, Order of survey and settlement, Rapides, . . . 338 51 400 The island of the bayou Cotye 
B 2055 July 13, FranfoisP Hebi:rt, - . Frnnfoise Hebert, - - Setllcment, - - Attakapas, River Tcche, - 284 336 
A 2056 July 13, Jo~eph Ifabin, - - Joseph Castillo, - - Spanish patent, - - Attakapas, Vermillion, . 177 210 
A 2057 July 1:J, Joseph Babin, - - Josrph Babin, - - Spanish patent, - - Attakapas, Vermillion, - 177 210 
B 2058 July 13, Daniel Boon, and other$, . Jean Bourque, - - Settlement, - - Opelousas, Carancro, . 236 95 280 
B 2059 July 14, J\fary Barbnrn Fr,1zcr, . Mary Barbara Frazer, - Occupancy ten yell.rs, - Opelousas, Burbeaux, - 640 755 27 
B 2060 July 14, Basil Lincomb, - - Basil Lincomb, - - Occupancy ten years, - Opelousas, E. br. Plnqem. brulc, •193 53 583 17 
B 2061 July 14, Mark Lee, - - ~fnrk Lee, - - Settlement, • - Attaltapas, B. Queue de Tortue, 640 755 27 
B 2062 July 15, Pierre Rousseau - . Pierre Petit, - - Occupancy ten years, - Attnknpas, Vermillion, . 1692 55' 2000 
B 2063 July 17, Blanchard, Duhon, and Tou-

part, Nicholas Provost, - - Order of survey and settlement, Attakapns, River Teche, - 1015 53 1200 
A 2064 July 17, Joseph Boisdore, . - Legal reps. of Louis Boisdore, Spnnishtiatent, - - Opelousas, - - . 677 800 Grand Prairie. 
13 2065 July 20, John Charles Dugas, - - ,Tohn Charles Dugat, - Ordet• o survey and settlement, Attnkapa~, . - - 169 25 200 Prairie Sorrell. 
B 2066 July 20, Pierre Dugas, • • Ozite Dugas, - • Order of survey and settlement, Attaknpas, . - . 169 25 200 Prairie Sorrell. 
B 2067 July 20, Ozite Dugas, widow Charles Ozite Dugas, widow of Charles 

Hebert, Grange, Order of survey and settlement, Attakapas, . - . 169 25 200 Prairie Sorrell, 
B 2068 July 20, Charles Dugas, • . Charles Dugas, • - Order of survey and settlement, Attnkapas, - - . 186 18 220 
B 2069 July 24, Fran~ois Roquier, • . Legal represent's of F. Roquier, Order of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, Red river, . 1354 03 1600 
B 2070 July 24, Joseph Antoine Dubuclet, - Pierre l'etit, - - Order of survey and settlement, Attakapas, Lake Pare Perdue, 541 60 640 
B 2071 July 24, Pierre Petit, • . Pierre Petit, - - Order of survey and settlement, Attakapas, Bayou Pare Perdue, 677 800 
B 2072 July 24, Joseph Thompson, - . Joseph Thompson, • - Requcte, - - Rapides, Bayou Rapides, • 338 51 400 
B 2073 July 24, Jacques Roman, . . Legal roprescnt's of Jacques 

Homan, Order of survey and settlement, Opelousas, Bayou Teche, . 67 70 80 
B 2074 July 25, Jacques Homan, . - Legal reprcsent's of Jacques 

Homan, Order of survey and settlement, Opelousas, Bayou Teche, . 677 800 
B 2075 July 30, Valentine Layssard, . - Valentine Lnyssnrd, - Requete, - - Rnpides, Bnyou Robert, . 640 756 27 

I, Lloyd Posey, clerk of the Board of Commissioners of the western district of the Territory of Orleans, certify the foregoing a true transcript lrom tho recot·d of decisions for the month of July, 1812. 

LLOYD POSEY, Clerk 
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Monthly return of Oerlijicales issued hy the Commissioners of the Western JJistrict of Orleans Ten•itorg, for ..IJ.ugust, 1812. 

Situation ofland, 
No, Date. Name of person under whom In whoso favor issued, Nature of claim, Number of Arpents and Remarks.) 

land was claimed. acres and hundredths 
County. Wate1• course. hundredths, of front. 

B 2076 Aug. 4, Greg-0ire Masse, . . Pierre Verdine, . . Settlement, . . Attakapas, River Teche, . 441 25 

B 2077 Aug, 5, Eugene Sennet, . . Rufus Nickelson, . . Order of survey and settlement, Attakapas, . . . 338 51 400 

B 2078 Aug. 5, John Baptiste Cormier, . Maria.Martin, widow of Claude Occupancy ten years, . . Attakapas, Bayou Teche, . 338 51 400 
Martin, 

B 2079 Aug. 7, Louis and Caroline Declouet, Jean H, Lastrapes, . . Order of survey and settlement, Attnknpas, Bayou Teche, . 338 51 400 

n 2080 Aug. 7, Pierre Charon, . . Pierre Charon, . . Occupancy ten years, . . Washita, Washita river, . 1946 34 2299 87 

n 2081 Aug. 7, Bertrand Lassabe, . . Nemissis Bossier, . . Order of survey and settlement, Attakapas, . . . 1015 53 1200 Bois Cassiene, ., 

B 2082 Aug. 7, Widow Carrier, . . Jean H. Lastrapes, . . Order of survey and settlement, Attakapns, . . . 1354 03 1600 Prail'ie Gro11 Cheveral, 

~ 2083 Aug. 7, Louis and Caroline Declouet, Jenn H. Lastrapes, . . Order of survey and settlement, Attakapas, Bayou Teche, . 338 51 400 

B 2084, Aug. 7, Francis Daniel, . . Frani;ois and Amelia Hoff pour, Order of survey and settlement, Opelousas, Placquemine brule, 338 51 400 

B 2085 Aug, 7, Pierre Maran, . . Pierre Maran, . . Occupancy ten years, . . Ouachita, Ouachita river, . 1918 40 2267 

B 2086 Aug. 7, David Glisson, . . David Glisson, . . Occupancy ten years, . . Ouachita, Bayou de Siard, . 406 21 480 

n 2087 Aug. 7, Alexander Laurence, . David Glisson, . . Settlement, . . Ouachita, Bayou d!! Sirard, . 338 51 400 

B 2088 Aug. 10, Louis Goullet, . . Louis Goullet, . . Occapancy ten years, . . Ou11chita, Washita river, . 640 756 27 

B 2089 Aug. 10, John Vnible, . . John Vaible, . . Settlement, . . . Opelousas, . . . 203 10 240 Prairie Jean Decuir, 

B 2090 Aug. 10, John Vnible, . . Michel Vaible, . . Settlement, . . . Opelousas, . . . 203 10 240 Prairie Jean Decuir, 

B 2091 Aug. 19, Louis Theband, . . The widow and heirs of Louis Settlement, . . . Attakapas, River Tecbe, . 338 51 400 

I 
Thebancl, 

B 2092 Aug. 21, Wido1v Mongenot, . • Frnngois Mongenot, . Occupancy ten years, . . Natchitoches, River Bourgenon, . 205 58 242 92 

L.1.Nn 0l'nc11, J.T Oar.ouu.1, Jrfay 29, 1824, t 

I do hereby certify the foregoing to boa true copy from the book ofrehlrns in my office, Given under my hand the day and year above written, 
VALENTINE KING, Register, 
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Monthly retuni of Certificates issued by the Commiasioners of the Western Di1trict of the State of Louisiana, Septembe,•, 18li. 

Situation ofland. Number of Arpentsand 
No, Date. Name of person under whom land was In whose favor issued, Nature of claim, acres and hundredth■ Remarks. 

claimed. hundredths, of front, 
County, Water course, 

A 2093 September 2, Silvain Sonnier, - Legal representatives of S. Sonnier, - Spanish patent - Opelousas, Cove of Placquemine 507 75 600 

Louis Guillory & Bolque Boisdore, 
brul:, -

A 2094 September 16, Louis Boisdore, .. - Spanish patent, - Opelousas, - - - 677 800 

B 2095 September 16, Edward Caldwell, - Washington StubbleHel~, . Requete, - Concordia, Mississippi, . 271 10 320 34 

B 2096 September 17, Louis Huit, Sen. . Legal reps. of Louis Huit, Sen. . Requete, . Rapides, llayou Rapidest . 203 10 240 

B 2097 September 17, Louis Huit, Jun, - Louis Huit, Jun. . Settlement, . Rapides, Bayou Rapides, . 203 10 240 

B 2098 September 23, James Hunter, - Samuel R, Rice, - Settlement, - Attakapas, Chaffalia, - 640 756 27 

B 2099 September 23, John Baptiste Girod, - John Baptiste Girad, . Settlement, - Concordia, Mississippi, - 640 756 27 

B 2100 September 24, Charles Bowles, - Catharine Brown, - Requ.ete, - Concordia, Mississippi, - 640 756 27 

B 2101 September 25, John W:,.de, . John Word, - Requ.ete, - Concordia, Mississippi, . 541 60 640 

B 21021 September 251 l Lou.is Badin, - Jacques Chol, - Order of survey, -I Washita, Washita river, - 380 82 450 

WESTERN LAND OJ'FIOE, ST.A.TJ: OF LOUISIANA, 

I certify the foregoing a true transcript from the record of decisions, fol.' the month of September, 1812. 
LLOYD POSEY, Clerk. 
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Monthly retm·n of Certificates issued by the Commissioners of the TVestern District of the Stale of Louisiana, Oatober, 1812, 

I Situation of land, Number of Arpents and No. Date 

!
Name of person under whom land In whose favour issued. Nature of the claim. acres and hundredths Remarks, 

was claimed. hundredths, in front. 
County. Water cgurse. ---

B 2103 Oct, '9, John Poiret, - Louis De Castro, - Occ1Jpancy ten years, - Washita, - - - 67 70 80 Prairie of Cannes, 

B 2104 Oct. 9, John De Leusc, - Joseph Derbanne, - Order ot' survey and settlement, - Natchitoches, - - 541 60 640 
B 2105 Oct. 24, Antoine Prudhomme, - Antoine Prudhamme, - Orde1• of survey and settlement, - Natchitoches, - - - 338 51 400 Isle Aux. 
B 2106 Oct. 24, William Le Brun, - Antoine Prudh~mme; - Order of survey and settlement, - Natchitoches 1 Red river, - 141 OS 166 67 
B 2107 Oct, 24, Charles Lemoine, - Jacqucd Lavassieure, - Occupancy ten years, - Natchitoches, Red river, - 101 55 120 
B 2108 Oct, 24, Victor Romos and Louis de Soto, Reps, of Louis Soto, - Requete and settlement, - Opelousas, Bayou Chico, 640 756 27 
B 2109 Oct, 24, William Shetland, - William Sh~tland, - Settlement, - Rapides, . - - 338 51 400 Avoyelles, 
B 2110 Oct, 26, Edward Murphy, - Legal reps, of Edward Murphy, Orde1• of survey aRd settlement, - Natchitoches, Trichel's lake, - 677 800 Grand Point, 
B .2111 Oct. 27, J t>hn Baptiste Trichel, - John Baptiste Trichel, - Settlement, - Natchitoches, Bayou Chevre, - 640 756 27 
B 2112 Oct, 27, Louis Monet, - Mad:1.me Lo11iso Porter, - Orde1• of survey and settlement, • Natchitoches, Red rivet·, - 135 40 160 
B .2113 Oct. 28, John Adley, - Remy Perot, - Occupancy ten years, - N:\tchitoches, Red river, - 50 93 
B 2114 Oct, 28, Margaret Pantaloon, - Margaret Pantnloen, - Occupancy ten yeni·s, - Natchitoches, - - - 15 83 18 70 Horse Island, 
B 2115 Oct, 29, Simon Le Blanc, - Simon Le Blanc, - Order of survey and settlement, - Attakapas, Bayou Carancro, - 338 51 400 
B 2116 Oct. 29, Henry Bradley, - William Miller and Alex. F1dton, Order of survey and settlement, - R.'lpides, Bayou Ba:uf, 507 76 600 
B 2117 Oct, 29, Juan Sobier and John Adley, . Thomas M. Lima1·d, - 'Settlement, - Natchitoches, River Bourgenon, 330 40 

WESTERN LAND OFFICE, STATE OF LOUISIANA. 

I, Lloyd Posey, clerk of the Commissioners of said office, certify the foregoing a true transcript from the record of decisions, for the month of October, 1812. 

LLOYD POSEY, Clerk. 
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llfonllily return of Certificates issued hy the Commissioners of the TP-e.rtern District of the State of LouiJiana,for November, 1812. 

Situation ofland. 
No. Date. Name of person under whom In whose favor issued. Nature of claim. Number of Arpents and Remarks. 

land was claimed, acres and hundredth~ 
County. Water course, hundredths. of front, 

B 2118 Nov. 2, Richard Lovelace, . - Richard Lovelace, . . Requetc, - - Rapides, Bayou Flacon, - 640 756 27 
B 2119 Nov. 3, Thomas Lovelace, - - Thomas Lovelace, - - Requcte, - - Rapides, Daj'Oll Flacon, - 640 756 27 
B 2120 Nov. 3, Antoine Poisot, • - John Laland, - - Settlement, - . Natchitoches, Red river, . . 274 
B 2121 Nov. 3, George W. Lovelace, - George W. Lovelace, - Requete, . - Rapides, Red river, - 640 756 27 
A 2122 Nov, 5, Armant Prejean, • - William Cruthers, . - Spanish patent, . . .Attakapas, - - - 355 43 420 Grand Prairie, 
A 2123 Nov. 5, Pierro Lo lllanc, • . Louis St. Julian, . . Spanish patent, . - .Attakapas, - - . 355 43 420 
B 2124 Nev. 6, Jacques Fort, . - Dominique Sorrell, . - Occupancy ten years, - Natchitoches, Red river, . 203 10 240 
B 2125 Nov, 6, . . . . . Charles Pavie, . . Occupancy ten years, - Natchitoches, . . . 5 88 6 94 
B 2126 Nov. 6, Pierre Marrionaud, . - Pierre Gonzales, . - Occupancy ten years, - Natchitoches, . . . 49 90 
B 2127 Nov. 6, John Frugl:e, • • John Frul.!:ee, • • Requete, . - Opelousas, . . - 338 51 400 Bois du Mallet, 
B 2128 Nov. 7, Maria Louise Davion, widow of Maria Louise Davion, widow of Occupancy ten years, . Natchitoches, Red River, - 95 26 

B 2129 Nov. 
Pierre Gagnier, Pierre Gagnier, 

Attakapas, 473 91 560 9, Margaret, Juliet & Magdalene Margaret, Juliet and Magdalene Requetc, - . Bayou Tortue, . 
Broussard, Broussard, 

n 2130 Nov. 10, Pierre 1'~. Victor Dupar, - John Bapti,te Trichel, • Settlement, • • Natchitoches, Red river, . 304 65 360 
B 2131 Nov, 10, Edward Murphy, - • Legal reps. of Edward Murphy, Order of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, Bayou Gd. Rousseau 677 800 
B 2132 Nov, IO, John Adley, • • John Adley, - • Orde1• of s11rvey and settlement, N' atchitochcs, Red river, - 507 76 600 
B 2133 Nov. 11, Jos. Andrepont&:. Ant. Simeon, Joseph Andrepont, - • Uequete &:. occupancy ten ye11r8 Opelousas, Bayou Breuf, - 1354 04 1600 
B 2134 Nov, 12, Joseph Durough, ~ • John Muggah, - • Occupancy ten years, • Attakapas, Atch,affalia, - 169 25 200 
B 2135 Nov, 16, Frederick Miiler, • - Frederick Miller, - • Hequete, • - Opelousas, - . - 440 06 520 Bois du Mallet, 
B 2136 Nov, 16, Fransois Frugee, • . Frederick Miller, - • Settlement, • • Opelousas, - - . 236 94 280 
B 2137 Nov. 18, Jacquies Zerbanne, • . ,Jos~ph Andrepont, - • Occupancy ten years, • Opelousas, Bayou de Bellair, 169 25 200 
Il 2138 Nov. 18, William Southerland, . Wilham Southerland, • Settlement, • • Attnkapas, Bayou Salee, . 338 51 400 
B 2139 Nov. 18, Cyrille Thibodeau, • . Louis Chachere, • • Requete, - • Opelousns, - - - 51 88 61 30 
A 2140 Nov. 30, John Baptiste Bossier, . Legal reps. of J olm Bap. Bossie1 • Spanish pntent, • • Opelousas, River Teche, . 1692 56 2000 

I, Lloyd Posey, clerk to the Board of Commissioners of the western land district of the State of Louisiann, certify the foregoing to be a true transcript from the record of decisions fo1• the month of November, 1812. 

LLOYD POSEY, Clerk. 
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Monthly return of Certificates issued hy the Commissioners of the Western District of tlie State of Louisiana,for Decemoer, 1812. 

: Situation of land, 
No. Date, Name of person under whom In whose favor issued. Nature of claim. ' 

,, Number of Arpents Remarks. 
land was claimed. acres and of front. 

County. ,-vater course. hundredths. 

-
A 2141 Dec. 1, Fran_sois Bossier, . . Fransois Bossier, • • Spanish patent, • • Opelousas, River Teche, . . 1692 56 2000 
B 2142 Dec. 8, Joseph Voible, Sen. . . Mary Voible, • • Order of survey and settlement, Opelousas, Bayou de! Puente, . 203 10 240. 
B 2143 Dec, 8, Joseph Voible, . . Joseph Voible, • • Occupancy ten years, • Opelousas, Bayou del Puente, - 203 10 240 
A 2144 Dec. 8, Bartelemy Ransat, - . Geo. King St David F. Sackett, Spanish patent, • • Opelousas, . . . . 677 800 Grand Prairie. 
B 2145 Dec. 9, Henry Hergroider, • . Legal reps. of Philo Norton, Order of survey and settlement, Attakapns, River Teche, . - 677 800 
B 2146 Dec. 15, Maria Theresa Metoyer, - Maria Theresa Metoyer, • Order of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, Old rive1• branch Red river, 677 800 
B 2147 Dec. 17, Alexander McIntosh, . Adam L. Harris, • • Requete, • • Natchitoches, . . . . 338 51 400 
B 2148 Dec, 17, Valentine Layssard. - Reuben White, • • Occupancy ten years, • Natchitoches, . . . . 338 51 400 

J, Lloyd Posey, clerk of the Board of Commisssoners of the western land district of the State of Louisiana, certify the foregoing to be a true transcript from the record of decisions for the month of December, 1812. 

LLOYD POSEY, Clerk. 
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No. 

A 2149 
B 2160 

B 2151 

B 2152 
B 2153 
B 2154 
B 2155 
B 2156 
B 2157 
B 2158 
B 2159 
B 2160 
B 2161 
B 2162 
B 2163 
B 2164 
A 2165 
A 2166 

A 2167 
.A 2168 

A 2169 

A 2170 

B 2171 
B 2172 
B 2173 
B 2174 
B 2175 

B 2176 

B 2177 

B 2178 

B 2179 
B 2180 

Return of Certificates issued by the Commissioners of the Western District of the Territory of Orleans, from the 1st of January to tl1e 31st July, 1813, 

Situation of land. I Number of Arpentsandl Date, Nnme of person under whom lancl In whoso favor issued. Nnturo of the claim. Remarks. 
was clnimed. I 

ncres and hundredths 
County. Wntcr course. hundredths. of front, 

Jan. 8, Fransois Lemelle, - - John Clay, • - Spa,1ish patent, • Opelousas, B. Nezpique, • 1,354 1,600 
Jnn. 18, Jeanne Leroy, - . Legal representatives of Robert 

McAlpin, • • Spanish concession, • Natchitoches, River of Cannes, 541 60 640 Hidden Hill. 
Jan. 18, Bartelemy R11chal, - - Legal representatives of Robert 

McAlpin, - - Order of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, River of Cannes, 677 800 
Feb, 19, Frnnsois Crosnr Bontte, - Pierre Petit, - • Order of survey and settlement, Attakapns, Bayou Tigre, • 2,031 06 2,400 
Feb, 19, Victorie Donato, . - Victorie Donato, - - Order of survey and settlement, Opelousa~, - - - 406 21 480 llfnllet's woods. 
Fob. 19, JohnBerard, - - . John Berard, • • Order of survey and settlement, Attaknpas, Bayou Teche, - 406 21 480 
Feb. 19, M11ri11 Muton, Sen. - - Marin Muton, Sen. • • Occupancy ten years, • Attakapas, Ve1"million, • 1,354 04 1,600 
Feb. 19, Louise and Caroline Declouet, - Pierre Broussard, - - Order of survey and settlement, Attakapas, Bayou Teche, - 1,015 53 1,200 
Feb. 19, Joseph Drouet, - - Madame Desmaret, • - Order of survey and settlemont, Attakapus, Bayou Tcche, • 1,015 53 1,200 
Feb, 19, Joseph Drouet, - - Joseph Drouet, • - Order of survey and settlement, Attaknpna, Bayou Teche, • 1,015 53 1,200 
Feb. 20, Widow Dautrievc, - - Frnngois Jacques O. Zenne, - Settlement, - Att11knpas, Bayou Tortue, • 488 43 587 20 
Feb. 20, Widow Dautrieve, - . Marin Vincent Labbe, - Settlement, • Attakupus, Bayou Tortue, • 19 33 22 80 
Feb. 20, Frnnsois J. O. Zenne, - - Marin Vincent Labbe, • Rel)_ucte and settlement, - Attaknpas, Bayou Tortue, • 253 88 300 
Feb. 20, Frnnsois J. O. Zenne, - - Fransois J. 0. Zenne, • Requete and settlement, - Attakapas, Bayou Tortue, • 253 88 300 
Feb, 24, Fransois Bodreau, - - Antoine Bonte, • • Occupancy ten years, - Attakapas, River Teche, • 677 800 
Feb. 24, Hilnrie Bonte, Jun. - . Hilario Bonte, - - Order of survey and settlement, Attnkapas, River Tcche, - 406 21 480 
Feb. 24, Fransois Guilbeau, . - Frnnsois Guilbeau, - - Sp11nish patent, - Att. & Opel's, - - - 533 14 630 
April 2, Frnnsois M11nne, - . John Fransois lllei:icult and Si-

bens, • • Spanish patent, - Opelousas, River Teche, • - 4,413 33 Prairie Manne. 
April 10, Fransois Manne, - - Madame Pierre Dio, • - Spanish grant, • Opelousas, Bayou Teche, - 211 57 250 Prnirie Manne. 
April 10, Fransois Manne, . . Murin Jean Lemelle, (free mu. 

lattress,) • - Spanish grant, • Opelous11s, Bayou Tecbe, - 423 14 500 Prairie Manne, 
April 10, Fransois Manne, . - Valerie O. Zenne, (free mulat-

to,) - • Spanish grunt, • • Opelousas, Bnyou Teche, . 423 14 500 Prairie Manne. 
April 10, Fransois Manne, . . Baptiste Meuillon, (free man of 

color,) • • Spanish grunt, - Opelousas, Bayou Teche, - 705 23 8333 3 Prairie Manne. 
April 14, Joseph Devillier, - - Antoine Paillet, • • Occupancy ten years, - Opelousas, Bayou Tesson, - 67 70 80 
April 14, J osoph Chevalier Devillier, - Louis Chev111ier Devillier, • Occupancy ten years, - Opelousas, Bayou Tesson, - 142 15 168 
April 14, Joseph Devillier, • - Fransois Coulon lJevillier, - Occupancy ten years, - Opelousas, Bayou Tesson, • 98 06 116 
April 14, Jean Baptiste R11b11lais, - Gabriel Berzat, • - Order of survey and settlement, Rapides, - . - 338 51 400 Avoyelles. 
April 27, J oserh Sylvester, . - Legal representatives of J olu l 

Leonard, • • Order of survey and settlement, OpelouBns, - . - 135 40 160 Grnnd Prairie. 
Ap1il 27, Pierre Guillory, . - Legal representatives of John 

Leonard, • • Order of survey and settlement, Opelousas, - - - 135 40 160 Grand Prairie. 
April 27, John Leonard, . - Legal representatives of John 

Leonard, • - Order of survey and settlement, Opelous11s, . - 609 31 720 Grand Prairio. 
Ap!'il 27, Joseph Fontenot, - - Legal representatives of John 

Leonard, - • Order of survey and settlement, Opelousas, - - . 169 25 200 
May 4, Widow of Donato Bello, . John Baptiste Guillory, • Settlement, • Opelousas, - . - 501 61 640 Nid D' Aigle, 
June 121 Samuel Jones, . - Samuel Jones, • • Requete, - Attaknpas, Bayou Sallee 1 - 640 756 27 
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No. 

B 2181 
A 2182 
A 2183 
B 2184 
A 2185 
A 2186 
B 2187 
B 2188 
B 2189 
B 2190 
B 2191 

Date. 

Juno 14, 
Juno 14, 
June 14, 
June 21, 
June 25, 
June 251 
July 16, 
July 26, 
July 28, 
July 28, 
July 28, 

RETURN OF CERTIFICATES FROM JANUARY TO JULY, 1813-Continue<l. 

Name of person under whom 
land was claimed. 

In whose favor issued. 

--- De Vedrine, James Armitage, 
Frangois Mann, Fanchon Grenoble, 
Fran~ois Mann, Baptiste Brunet, 
Jean Labbe, (grandfather,) • Heirs of Jean Labbe, 
Baptiste Le Beauve, Baptiste Lo Benuve, 
Claude Broussard, Amant Brouesard, 
--- Pennil, Pierre Gourrinnt, 
George Wallace, John McDaniel, 
Joachim Texier, Pierre Gourrinat, 
Joseph Derouen, Jun Joseph Derouen, Jun, 
Jacko Derouen, Jacko Deroncn, 

Nature of the claim. 
Simation of land. Number oJArpents and 

1--------,-----------I acres and hundredths 
hundredths. of front. 

County. 

• \ Order of survey and settlement, Opelousas, 
Spanish patent, • • Opelousas, 
Spanish patent, • • , Opelousas, 
Order of survey and settlement, Attakapas, 
Spanish patent, - • Attaknpas, 
Spanish patent, Attnkapas, 
Occupancy ten years, • Opelousas. 
Settlement, • Opelousas, 
Occupancy ten years, Opelousns, 

• Order of survey and settlement, Attakapas, 
Order of survey and settlement, Attakapas, 

Waler course. 

Courtableau, 
River Teche, 
River Teche, • 

Teche, 
Teche, 
Grand Bayou, • 
Bayou Chicot, • 
Bayou Mallet, • 
River Teche, • 
River Teche, • 

500 
70 53 

352 61 
• 2,031 07 

386 
419 36 
203 10 
640 
422 65 
677 
677 

591 
83 33 

416 66 
2,400 

456 15 
495 53 
240 
756 27 
499 42 
800 
800 

Remarks. 

I, Lloyd ~oser, Clerk of the Board of Commissioners of the western land district of the Sto.te of Louisiana, certify the foregoing a true transqdpt fl'om the record of confirmations for the months of January, 
February, April, May, Jmae, and July, 

OPELOUSAS, .IJugust 14. 1813. 
LLOYD POSEY I Clerk. 
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Return of Certificates issued b!J the Commissioners of the 1V'e,tern District of the Stflte of Lrmi,•icma,from /he lat of September lo the Sl3t of December, 1813. 

Situation o' land. Number of Arpenls nnd 
No, Date. Name of person under whom In whose favor is6ued. Nature of the claim. acres and hundredths, Remarks. 

land was claimed. hundn,dths 
County. Water course. 

, 

-
n 2192 Sept. 21, Jupiter, free ncgro, . Dennie Carlin, . Occupancy ten years, • Attakapn• 1 !liver Tcche, . 710 72 840 
B 2193 Sept. 30, Louis :,.tonet, • . Chari, s Durct, . . Ord<:r of survey and settlement Natchitoches, Ucd river, . 258 305 
B 2194 Sept. 30, Joseph, a christian Indian, . William ~lurray, . . . . . . N ntchitochcs, Reel river, . 270 80 320 
B 2195 Sept. 30, Pierre Bolien, • . Soul:mge llo,sie, . . . - . - Natchitoches, Old ri'rer, . 677 800 
D 2196 Sep\. 301 John Pomier, . . Samuel Davenport, . - o~cupancy ten years, • N,tchitoche~, Heel river, - 319 18 
A 2197 Oct. 19, Joseph De Villicr, . . Louis Belestrc, Sen. . . Spanish patent, • • Opelousa~, Tecbc, . 203 10 240 
B 2198 Oct, 21, Louis Lnmbre, . - Chas, Pa vie &. Pl ,cide Bossie, Order of sm·vey and settlement Natcbitoche~, River of Cannr,e, • 1015 53 1200 
B 2199 Oct. 25, Pierro Jos. Macs, . - Pierro Jos. ~la•·s, • • Ord~r of survey :m I sottlement Natchitoches, l!ccl river, . 677 800 
8 2200 Oct. 26, Fransoi,i Bossier, . . Pierre Jos. Mae~, . - Order of surrey and settlem,,nt Natchitoches, Heel river, . 1354 03 1600 
B 2201 Oct, 27, ,Jacob Opock, • - Legal reps. of Maria S. Clotior, Occupancy ten years, • Natchitoches, Roel river, . 860 
B 2202 Oct, 27, John Baptiste Lamoin, . C h11rlcs Pa vie, • • Ordc1· of su1•1·ey und scttlemcmt Nutchit<oches, Heel river, . 811 41 960 Called the rh·er of Cannc• . 
B 2203 Oct, 27, Nichofas Mercier, • . Fransois Dubois, kgal rep, of Order of sun·cy and settlement Natchitoche~, Heel river, . 203 10 240 

Nicholas Mercie1·, 
B 2204 Oct. 27, Johr. Baptiste Da·tigau:x, • Charles Pa.vie, • • Order of surrey nncl settlement Natchitoches, llivcr of Cannes, - 1354 03 1600 
n 2205 Oct. 29, Celestine Gravcmberg & John Celestine Gravemberg & John Occupancy ten year~, - Attakapas, Ril·c1· Teche, . 270 80 320 

Baptiste Chalon, Baptiste Chalon, . . 
B 2206 Dec. 20, Franyois L11 Beauve, • Franyois La IJ<:auv,?, - Occupancy ten years. . Attnk11pas, Vermillion, - 378 446 60 
A 2207 Dec. 27, Joseph De Honan, . Joseph De Honan, • . Spanish patent, - - Attakapas, Vermillion, • 406 21 480 
B 2208 Dec. 27, J11seph Le June, . . Joseph Le June and others, - Occupancy ten years, . Opelousa~, Pl:1cq11emino brulc, 640 756 27 
B 2209 Dec. 27, Nicholas Bo1·delon, - - Nicholas Bordelon, . Setlfomcnt by permission, - Opelou~11~, . . . 338 51 400 Grand Prairie of bayou C hit·ot. 
A 2210 Dec. 31, Athan11ze Trahan, . . F,nnyois Gou~soulin, . Spanish patent, - . Attakapas, - - - 203 10 240 Gully ofCypl'ess island. 
A 2211 Dec. 31, Jean S:l\'oy, - . Jean Savoy, . . Sp,111ish putc1<t, . - - Carnncro, . 338 51 400 Of Grand Prah-ie. 
A 2212 Dec, 31, Michel Cormier, - . Michel Cormier, . . Spnnish patent, . . Opelousas, . . - 270 50 320 Grand Coteaux . 
A 2213 Dec. 31, Paul T1•ah11n, . . Fra11sois lioussouhn, - Sp:u1i-h patent, . . Att11lrnpas, - - . 203 10 240 Gully of Cypress island . 
A 2214 Dec. 31, Fransois Broussard, . . Joseph Grangie, . . :ilp:rnish pat, nt, . - Attakapas, B:1you Tortue, . 177 71 210 
A 2215 Dec. 31, Fransois B1·m1ssarcl. . . Olivier Landry, . - Spanish patent, . - Attakapa~, Bayou Tortue, . 177 71 210 
A 2216 Dec. 31, John Louis Bonain, . - ,fohn Louis Bon.1in, . . Spanish patent, - . Attnkapas, Bayou Petite Ance, 677 800 
A 2217 Dec, 31, F1·eme Hobechot, . . Premo Uohccho1, . - Spani-lh plltent, . - Attalmpas, Bayou Tor:ue, . :,55 43 420 
A 2218 Dec 31, Pierre Broussard, . . Pierre Bronssarcl, . . Sp:<nish patent, . - Attakapas, Bayou Tortuc, . 355 43 420 
A 2219 Dec. 311 llapfote Brouss:11d, - . Bn,,tiste IJrouij,ar<l, . Spanish pntent, . . Attalmpas, Bayou Tortue, . 355 43 420 
.1 2220 Dec, 31, Pie1·1·e Jubert, . . l'ierre Jubert, . . Spanish patent, . . 1 lpelousas, . . - 406 21 480 Grancl Prai• ic, called Plais:mce, 
A 2221 Dec. 31, Joseph llebtrt, • . Legul reps. of 1 ,s. Hebert, . Spanish patent, . - Attakapas, Bayou Petite .A.nee, 677 800 
A 2222 Dec, 31, Jos~ph Brous~nrd, • . Jo~epb Broussard, • - Spanish patent, . . Attakapas, Bnyou Tcche, - 279 27 :no 
A 2223 Dec, 31, Antoine Bourdas, • . Legnl reps. of A. Bourclas, . Spanish patent, - - Attnkapas, Bayou Teche, - 279 27 330 
A 2224 Dec, 31, J can Baptiste BrOll$Sard, . Jean llap1iste Brou~~arcl, . Spanish patent, . - Attakapas, Bayou 'l'cchc, . 426 52 504 
A 2225 Dec, 31, Joseph Carrier, . . Vallery Roy, • - Spaniijh patent, . . Opelousa•, B. Mara Croquant, 236 95 280 
.A 2~26 nee, 31, Michd Ducct, - . Legal reps. of M. D~cct, . Spanrsh patent, . - Attakapas, lliver Techc, • 279 27 330 
A 2227 Dec, 31, Bonaventure Marlin, • . Leg-.ll reps. ofll. Martin, - Spanish patent, . . Attakapas, Uiver Teche, 279 27 330 
A 2228 Dec, 31, Joseph Carrier, . . Joseph Roy, Jun, • . Spanish patent, . . Opelousas, B. Mnra Croquant, 270 80 320 
A 2229 Dec. 31, Joseph Frcclerick, . . Pier1·e Joubert, • . Spanish patent, . . Opelousas, Branch of Teche, 488 68 577 45 

I certify the foregoing a t1•ue transcript from the record of dcci~ions of the western Board of Commissioners, for the months of September, October, and Dcccmbe1·, 1813. 
LLOYD POSEY,-Clerk. 
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Return of Certificates issued by the Commissioners of the Western District of the State of Louisiana, from the 4th February, 1814, to 9tlt May, 1815. 

Situation of lnnd. 
No, Date, Name of person under whom In whose favor issued. Nature of the claim, 1------,---------IN11mbcrof Arpentsand Remarb, 

land was claimed, acres and hundredths, 
County. Water com·sc, hundredths. 

1814. 
B 2230 Feb. 4, Th~ocl re Thibodeau, • John Baptiste Mo111on, • Occupancy ten years, . Attakapas, W, of Vermillion, 270 80 320 
B 2231 Feb. 4, Louis Amon nucrest, • ,John Baptiste Mouton, • Ordc1• of sm;-ey and occupancy Atlakapns, Vermillion, • 101 55 120 
B 2232 June 10, John Baptiste I.aren:mdier, • A. Rambin and II. Rambin, • Occupancy ten years, . Natchitoches, . • 52 50 59 70 Cow Island. 
B 2233 June 10, Fransoi1 Mercier, - - John Sibloy, - - Occup,ncy ten years, . Natchitoches, Red ri;-er, 564 666 47 
13 2234 June 30, --- Pellerin, • • Antoine I.umbert, • - Occupancy ten years, . Opelousas, . . . 1797 2123 40 Isle of l' Anglois. 
B 2235 June 30, --- Pellerin, - • Etion R, Lamor:rndier, • Occupancy ten years, . Opelousas, - . . 677 800 Isle of l' Anglois. 
B 2236 ,Tune 30, --- Pellerin, • • Corneli11s Voorhies, • - Occupancy ten ye~rs, . Opelousa$, - . . 338 51 400 Isle of l•Anglois, 
B 2237 June 30, --- Pellerin, • - Lo1,is Carrier, • - Occupnncv ten year~, . Opelousas, • . 1187 49 1403 20 Is1e ofl•Anglois, 
B 2238 June 30, Walter McMonis, • - - • • - • Settlemeni, . . Opelousas, Bayou Carron, 47 55 55 
A 2239 Aug. 10, Louis Grnvemberg, - • Louis de la Hous'aye St others, Spanish patent, . . Attaknpns, ni;-c1• Tecl1e, • 677 800 
A 2240 Aug-. 10, Anno Judith Chene!, - Jncqucs Judice, • • Spanisli patent, . . Attnkapu&, Ri;-er Teche, - 406 21 480 
B 2241 Aug. 19, Nemizie Bossier, - • Rop~. of Manuel Castille, • Order Qf snr;-ey and settlement, Opelousas, • . • 240 32 280 
A 2242 Aug. 22, J. Baptiste Gravenberg, • Bartholomew Gravenber,:, • Spanish patent, . . Attaknpus, Bayou Tcehe, • 1291 85 1526 50 
A 2243 Aug. 25, Anna .J, Chonal, • - Bartholomew Gmvenberg, • Spanish patent, . . Attaknpn~, Bay<l11 Teche, - 203 10 240 
A 2244 Sept. 8, George Stiley, • • George Stiley, • • Spanish patent, . . OpelousM, • . • 203 10 240 Prairie or Catcaux. 
B 2245 Sept. 9, A'e;-.ander D, Bicnwnuc, • Legal reps. of Frrnns, Pellerin, Order of survey and settlement, Attakapns, - . . 423 14 500 Isle of Pevert. 
B 2246 Sept. 9, F1ansois D. de la l3arre, • Legal reps. of Frans, Pellerin, Order of sm•;-ey and settlement, Attaknpas, • . . !!46 28 1000 Isle of Pe;-ert. 
B 2247 Sept. 9, John Ignace Piedfirm, - Legal reps. of I-'rnns, Rouquier, Occ11pancy ten years, . Natchitoches, Heel River, . 640 756 27 
B 2243 Sept• 10, L:mrent Ba·lly, • • Theresa Lam·ent, • • Order of sur;-ey and settlement, Opelousas, . . 215 90 255 11 P1•airic Laurent. 
A 2249 Sept, 10, Josl'ph Saunier, • • Lo11is L:wergnc, - • Spanish patent, . . Opelousa~, Bayou Ba1·bcnux, 304, 66 350 
B 2250 Stpt, 20, John Ignace, - • John Lee, Jun. - • Settlement, . . Opelousas, Bayou Cannes, . 640 7.'i6 27 
B 2251 Sept. 20, Clair Dautriege Dubuc<::!, • Alcxande1· S. Southerfand, - Order of survey and settlement, Attakapas, Uiver 'reche, - 169, 25 200 
B 2:J52 Sept. 20, Nicholu5 Prcvo,t, • • N cholas Prevo,t, • - Ordc1• of survey and settlement, Attakapas, • . • 338 51 400 Movais Prniile. 
A 2253 Sep!. ZO, Charles Hebert, • • Heirs of Rene Trahan, • Spanigh patent, . . Att,\kapas, Vermillion, - 338 51 400 
B 2254 Sept. 20, \Villiam Weeks, • • William Weeks, - - Order ofsnr;-cyand settlement, Attalrnpas, Vermillion, - 677 800 Grand Cote. 
B 2255 Sept. 20, --- Da11tri,wc, • • John llerrard, • - Occupancy ten years, . Atlakapas, Bayo11 Tech<", . ~49 49 29,i 81 
B 2256 Sept. 20, John Berrard, • - ,lohn Benard, • • Order ofsur\•ey~nd set.Jement, Attnkapas, Bayou Tcche, - 214 4:1 253 38 
B 2257 Sept. 20, John Dell, • • John Bell, • • Occupancy ten years, . Atlakapa,, - . - 355 43 420 Cote Dlanche, 
B 22.;s Sept. 20, William B('ll, • - John Bell, • • Occupancy ten years, • Attakapas, . . - 279 27 330 Cote Blanche, 
B 2259 Sept. 20, Pit•rrc Badin, • • Legal reps. of Ph'rre Badin, . O~·c11pnn7 ten yc-<rs, . Natchitoches, Red river, . 76 68 90 60 
B 2260 S<'pt. 20, Pieire Badin, - - Lei:inl rep$, of Pierre Badin, • Ord<1· ofsur;-,;y and settlement. Natchitoches, ReJ ri;-cr, . 67 87 80 19 
B 2261 Sept. 20, John Bap1iste Davoin, - Legnl rep~ of Pierre Badin, - Occupancy ten years, - NatchitOC"hes, lted rh•er, . 471 89 557 60 
,B 2262 Sept. 20, Emanuel Prudhomme & otl,ers, Hdrs of F1ansois Roquicr, • Occuprrncy ten ycar~, - Natchito, hes, Red rh•er, . 270 86 320 
B 2263 St:pt. 20, Jau1ucs Lambre, - • Leg.ii r,:ps. of Jacquee L:.ml.,re Order of survey and settlement, Natchitoches, Red ri;-er, . 648 789 15 

1815. 
A 2264 May 9, Joh•1 Baptiste L:ilande, • I .Toscph Mouton, - . Spanish patent, . - Attakflpas, Tcche, . 177 71 210 
A 2265 Mny 9, John Baptiste Lalande, • Louis Arsenea\11 .Tun, . Spanish patent, . Attakapns, Teche, . 177 71 210 
A 2266 May 9, Frnnsois Le Beau•~ rcprcs',·es, Frnn~ois Le Be:n1's reps. - Spanish patent, . - Attakapas, Teehe, • 1,rn9 45 1760 
D 2267 May 9, Pat.lick Johnson, • - Patrick Johnson, • - Requetc a·id st:ttl .ment, • Attakapas, B;1yo11 Sale, - 203 10 240 Praric of the Hill. 
A 2268 May 9, Michel C .rmicr, • - Ma:-y Toureac, - • Spanish patMt, • - Opclousa~, - • . 67 52 80 Prairie of the Hill. 
A 2269 l\Jny 9, Michel Carmicr, - - Stephon Lamorandier, - Spanish p111e1,t, - - Opelousas, . . 67 52 80 Prairie of the Hill. 
A 2270 ::i.-Iay 9, Michel Carmicr, • • George King, • • Spani&h p:.te"t, . • Opelo1ha~, . • . 67 52 80 
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RETURN OF' CERTIFICATB.,-Continued. 

Situation ofland. 

1

/Numhel' of No. D1<te. Name of person 11nd:;,r wl1om In whose favor h3tted. Nature of claim. Arpentsnnd ltem:uk~. 1:md was claimed. 

I 
acres and hundredths. 

County. 'Wator course. !ln1ndrcdths. 

·-· I ----

1815. 
,\ 2271 May 9, Antoine Pillot - - Thcophilu~ Elmer . Spanish patent - - - Opelousas Tcchc nn<l Courtablca11 12 66 15 Prnirio of the Hill. 
B 2272 May 9, Pierre Mallet . . Theophilu, Elmer . Occupancy ten ye:it·s . Opelousns Teche and Co11rtablea11 17 75 21 Pr:1il'io of the Hil1. 
B 2273 May 9, Pierre Mnllet . ~Jnptiste Tiscneau . Occupancy ten years . Opelou5as Teche and Cottrtablcau 57 58 70 Prairie of the Hill. 
B 2274 May 9, Michel Waible . . Seth llanchct - Order of survey and settlement . Opelousas Watus of Vermillion 3J8 SJ 400 
B 2275 M«y 9, Claude Chabot - . Legid reps. o( Joseph Poiret Ten years' occupancy . - Opelousas B'.lyou Malette - 1354 )600 Point Catnrau. n 2276 May 9, Daniel Cnllnghnn - . lnhnbitants ot' Opelousas • Order ofsurvcy . . Opelousas Bayou Bellc,·ue . - 30 
B 2277 May 9, Veillon and Guillory - Reps, ot' W illinm Reed • Occupancy ten years . . Opelou~as Tcchc . . 260 307 22 Prairie of Two ~larais. 
B 2278 May 9, Dnniel Callnghim • . Inhabitants of Opelousas • Orde1· ot' ~urvey . . Opelousas Bayou Bellevue - - 30 

I certify the f,>rcgoing t,, be a t\'l1e copy from the nbstract of confirm:ition, by th~ Western Lnnd Bot1rd of Commisshmel's of the Stale of Louisiana, li•om the 4th duy of February, 1814, to the 9th of l\1ay, 1815. 

LLOYD POSEY, Clerk. 
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736 PUBLIC LANDS. (1813. 

13th CONGRESS. No. !218. 2d SESSION. 

SPANISH GRANT TO DANIEL BOONE CONFIRMED. 

COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMBER 24, 1813. 

MR, McKEE, from the Committee on the Public Lands, 
to whom was referred the petition of Daniel Boone, 
made the following report: 

That the petitioner was invited by Zenon Trudeau, 
Lieutenant Governor of Upper Louisiana, under the 
Spanish Government? to remove from Kentucky; and, 
as an inducement to his removal, J)romised the petitioner 
a grant of land in that country. The petitioner did re­
move to Louisiana before the year 1798; and, on the 
24th day of January, 1798,hereceivecl from Zenon Tru­
deau a concession for one thousand arpents of land, 
situated in the district of Femme Osage; had the same 
surveyed on the 9th of January. 1800. It further ap­
pears that the petitioner was. on the 11th June, 1800, 
appointed, b:y Don Charles D. Delassus, then Lieutenant 
Governor of Upper Louisiana, commandant of the 
Femme Osage district, and resided in the vicinity of the 
land grantea to him for eight or nine years, but never 
settled on or cultivated the same. It 1s alleged by the 
petitioner. that he failed to settle and cultivate the land 
granted to him in consequence of his being informed by 
the said Delassus that his a_ppointment to the commana 
of the Femme Osage district exempted him from the 
condition of settling and cultivatinb the land grauted to 
him, a condition genemlly required by the Spanish laws 
from the citizens receiving grants of land in that coun­
try, under the Spanish Government. 

By the act of Congress of the 2d of March, 1805, au­
thorizing the appointment of commissioners to settle and 
adjust tlie claims of persons to land in the district of 
Upper Louisiana, an actual settlement and cultivation 
of the land is required to the confirmation of a claim; 
and, as the petitioner did not allege that any such settle­
ment or cultivation had taken place, the commissioners 
rejected his claim. It is presumed that the clai111 was 
rejected on this ground alone; inasmuch as the chum of 
the petitioner was good in every other respect. If, then, 
the appointment of the petitioner to the command of the 
Femme Osage district, exempted him from the usual 
condition of settling and cultivating, his claim must be 
considered as a gooil. equitable claun a.~<?-inst the Go­
vernment, but not embraced by the prov1s10ns of the act 
of Congress of 1805. 

The committee are not satisfied that the appointment 
to the command of the district does, of itself, exemJ?t 
the petitioner from the condition of settling and culti­
vating; but it is known that the SJ}anish officers fre­
quently received exemptions from this ~t;mdition, a~ a 
matter of favor or right; and, as the petitioner was m­
duced to omit this settlement and cultivation, by the 
suggestion of the said Delassus, t/zat it was unnecessa!Y• 
his claim ought not, on that account, to be rendered m-

valid. It also appears to the committee that the peti­
tioner is in his ola uge, and has, in earl,- life, rendered 
to his country arduous and useful services; and ought 
not. therefore, to be deprived of thi11 remaining resource 
by a rigorous execution of a provision of our statute, 
desianed to prevent frauds on the Government. 

The committee, therefore, recommend the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That Daniel Boone be confirmed in his title 
to one thousand arpents of land, in the Femme O~age 
district, granted to him by the Spanish Government. 

Colonel Daniel Boone, a claim for one thousand ar­
pents of land, situate on Femme Osage, district of St. 
Chariest produces a concession from Don Zenon Tru­
deau, Lieutenant Governor, dated January 24th, 1798; 
and a certificate of su1·vey of the same, dated January 
9, 1800; also a letter from Don Zenon Trudeau to him, 
dated in the vear 1798, inviting him to remove with his 
family to Louisiana. with the p_romisl' of a graut of lands; 
and also a commission from Don Charles D. Delassus, 
Lieutenant Governor, to him (said claimantl dated 11th 
of July. 1800, appointing him commandant ot the district 
of the Femme Osage. 

Colonel n. Boone stated to the Board that, on his ar­
rival in Louisiana, he took his residence with his lady, 
at his son Daniel M. Boone's. in the said district of 
Femme Osage, and adjoining the lands he now claims; 
that they remained there till about two years ago. when 
he moved to a younger son's, Nathan Boone, where he 
now lives. It was proved that the said claimant is of 
the age of about seventy years. and his wife about sixty­
eight. He further stateif that, havin~ inquired of Charles 
D. Delassus, as to the propriety of Improving and set­
tling his land, within a year and a day from the date of 
the concession, as directed by the Spanish laws, he was 
informed by said Delassus that, bemg commandant of 
the said district, he need not trouble himself about the 
cultivating of the same, as, by the commission he held. 
(of commandant of the. district,) he was not considered 
as coming withing the meaning of said laws. 

Testimony taken, Febr11ary 13, 1806: Jonathan Bryan, 
being duly: sworn, says that he knew Colonel Daniel 
.Boone in this country in the year 1800. 

Opinion <Jf.the Board. December 1, 1809: Full Board. 
It is the opmion of the Board, that this claim ought not 
to be confirmed. 

A true copy from the records: 
EDWARD TIFFIN. 

Commissioner o.f tlze General Land Office. 
DEC£HBER 13, 1813. 

13th CONGRESS. No. 219. 

STATE OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 

COl\I~IUNlCATED TO THE SENA.TE DECEMBER 31, 1813. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
General Land Qffice, December 30, 1813. 

SIR: Although the law establishing the General Land 
Office does not require the commissioner to make an an­
nual report of the state of that part of the public con· 
cerns confided to his care, yet as there has been a con­
siderable accession of new members to the mitional Le­
gislature,I have thought it would be acceptable to have a 
comprehensive view of the extent and situation of the 
public lands, that such legislative provisions as are re­
quired may be the more readily perceived. 

A report made to the Senate, on the Hlth February, 
1812, by the chairman of a committee charged with _an 
inquiry into the state of the public lands, together with 
the accompanying documents from the honorable the 
Secretary of the Treasury, afforded the most ample in­
formation which the nature of such inquiry could at that 
time furnish, and has much abridged the labor which 
would otherwise have been necessary in preparing this 
memoir. 

It appears from public documents in this Department 
that tlie United States, after deducting all that has been 
sold, leavin~ a s.ufficiency to safo,fy every lawful claim, 
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will possess a national domain of at lea.st tour hundred 
million acres of land~ emb1 acing a variety of soil and 
climate capable of limµshing afl that is necessary for 
sup_plying the wants, and atlording most of the luxuries 
of life to man, and which, if property managed, will se­
cure auxiliary aids to the Government for ages yet to 
come. 

This four hundred million of acres are situated as fol­
lows, in the State of Ohio:-
Lands to which the Indian title 

has been extinguished, - G,725,000 
Lands to which the Indian title 

has not been extinguished, - 5,5i5,000 

•rota! number of acres of land 
in Ohio, for the Territory of 
Michiaan - - - l:!,300,000 

Lands~ which the Indian title 
has been extinguished, - 5,100,000 

Lands to which the Indian title 
has not been extinguished, - 11,400,000 

Total number of acres of land 
in Michigan, 16,500,000 

In the Indiana and Illinois. south of the 
parallel of latitude passing by the southern 
~xtremity -of Lake Michigan:-
Lands to which the Indian title 

has been extinguished, • 33,000,000 
Lanrls to which the Indian title 

has not been extinguished, - 2s,200,ooo 

Total numberofac'sin Indiana 
and Illinois, 561200,000 

In the tercito1·y west of Lake Michigan 
and north of said parallel of latitude:-
Lands to which the Indian title 

has been extinguished, - 5,500,000 
Lands to which the Indian title 

has not been extinguished, - 54,500,000 

Total number of acres west of 
Michigan, - - - 601000,000 
In the Mississippi Territory:-

Landi. to which tlie Indian title 
has been extin.,uished, - 5,900,000 

Lands to which the Indian title 
has not been extinguished, - 49,I00,000 

Total number of acres in the Mississippi 
Territory, - - - 55,000,000 

In the cession made b:y the French Go-
vernment, the 30th April, 1803, and in-
cludin~ the Territory of.Missouri. the State 
<>f Lou1siana,anrl the lands ea.~t of the river 
Mississippi and island of New Orleans, as 
far as the river Perdido, at least - 200,000,000 

Grand total number of acres of land, - 400,000,000 

In the last described portion of Territory, it has 
not yet been correctly ascertained what proportion of 
the lmlian title has been extinguished, but prior to the 
period when the United States became possessed of the 
country, a considerable quantity had been ceded by the 
Indians, and since that period, cessions have been ob­
tained of the Sacs. Foxes, ancl O;;ages, which, with the 
lands in the occupancy of the inhabitants, are supposed 
to amount to from twenty-five to thirtv millions of acres. 

This delightful region, embracing· a surface of two 
hundred millions of" acres, has heretofo1·e been least 
known, but our very intelligent principal surveyor south 
of Tennessee, who, under instructions from this De­
partment, has been running township lines to ascertain 
1ts character and value, gives the most flattering account 
of it, and from whose information we may safely infer 
that. at no very distant period. the United States will 
not only be able to procure within its own boundaries a 
sufficiency of sugar. molasses, rum, perhaps coftee, and 
most of the tropical fruits for its own consumption, but 
be able to spare some for exportation. Within a year 
last past there have been discovered tracts of country 
equal to many of the \Vest India islands for quality of 
soil, not only fit for but of the kind best adapted to pro­
duce that precious salt: extracts from some of the com­
munications of the Surveyor will best explain the situ­
ation of the lands there. In a letter dated the 21st of 
January, 1813, he writes," I have the honor herewith to 
transmit to you two rough sketches of the north and 

southeast district of the State of Louisiana, that you 
may more distinctly perceive the character of the coun­
try. Contmry to our expectations or hope, we are in­
formed, that there is a large body of high primitive soil, 
extremely rich and valuable, situated southwest of Or­
leans, about twenty miles distant, and from twenty to 
fifty miles in extent, on which a flock of some hundreds 
~f .bulla.lo range and have remained formany year!' past, 
hv1!lg m the h1gi~ cane lands during the season of inun­
dation, and rangmg thr~uJ!;h the sa}t ~a1-she~ during the 
season of lo~v water: this mformatmn 1s obtamed by one 
of our deputies, and, I presume, may be relied on; if so, • 
it will at once become the most valuable and saleable 
tract of laud in this country, it being in the best position 
for the growth of sugar cane," &c. 

In another, dated September 3d, 1813, he writes, 
" l\ly principal deputy fo1· the southeastern distt-ict of 
Louisiana has been employed for some time past in ex­
tending township lines through and exploring the south­
ern portion of his district. He repre~ents. that there are 
a number of islands on the coast, some of them of con­
siderable size and good soil; he found a body of high, 
rich land, in the neighborhood of the ocean, extendmg 
along the bayous running into the bays . 

.. Our surveyors have made some progress in surveying 
tmcts on these water courses under the law for surveying 
lands on water courses in Louisiana. The lands on the 
bayou they have been surveying (bayou Cayou) for about 
tlmty miles up extend back from that water course 
about half a mile, of apparently high primitive soil, hea­
,·ily timbered, and of the richest quality; thence it de­
scends four hundred and sixty-five perches. There are 
several other bayous in that quarter, similarly situated. 
with valuable lands on their margin; these lands are as 
far south as the Balize, or mouth of the Mississippi; 
they a1·e exposed to the ocean, and of course better cal­
culated for the growth of s~ar cane than any lands on 
the Mississippi; this tract of country, and thP approach 
to it by water, are· very litte, or not at all, known; it 
would doubtless add much to the value of these lands, 
and promote their rea.dysale, to have an accurate survey 
of the coast. bays, and islands in front annexed to the 
survey of the mterior country, so that purchasers, or 
those disposed to purchase lands there might see the 
advantages these lands possess, and their convenient 
approach and communication with the ocean. 

It would swell this paper too much to detail minutely 
the several representations made of this immensely 
valuable country; immensely valuable, whether con­
sidered as it respects its surface and situation, the pro­
ducts it may be rendered capable of furnishing, or the 
treasure it is destined to pour into the national coffers. 

In this region, a land office is directed by law to be 
opened in the Territory of Missouri, as soon as the pri­
vate claims are all ascertained and the lands surveyed, 
and from which Territory alone it is believed inexhausti-
ble stores of lead may be obtained. . 

In the State of Louisiana three land offices are pro­
vided for by law; one at New Orleans, for the eastern 
land district; one at Opelousas for the westen land 
district south of Red river· and the other at such place 
north of Red river as the :President of the United States 
1-hall designate. The officers in these districts are 
progressing to a close in ascertaining the characte1· and 
extent of the private claims, and the surverors have 
prepared a considerable part of the eastern district for 
market, and are progressing fast with the remainder. 

In that portion of the country lying east of the river 
Mississippi and island of New Orleans,as far as the river 
Perdido, two commissions are erected by law; one west, 
the other east, of Pearl river, to ascertain the nature and 
extent of private claims derived from either the French. 
British, or s1anish Governments. and to obtain a list of 
all the actua settlers who have no claims to land deriv­
ed from either ot those Governments; and who are 
satisfactorily progressing in the discharge of their official 
duties. 

In the Territory of Illinois two land offices are di­
rected by law to be opened; one at Kaskaskia, the other 
at Shawnee town, so soon as the private claims and do­
nations are all located, and the lands surveyed, which 
are in great forwardness. Byan act of Congress, passed 
on the 30th April. 1810, it was provided. in section sixth, 
"That a tract of land in the Illinois Territory. at and 
including Shawnee town, on the Ohio river, shall, under 
the direction of the Surveyor General, be laid otrin town 
lots, streets, and avenues, and into outlots, in such 
manner and of such dimensions as he may judge pr()per,'" 
~c. I quote the words of the act, to show that it was 
mandatory on the Surveyor General; for it appears, a 
u10st unfortunate site for this town has been made; and 
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that, notwithstanding the expense already incurred in 
laying out the town, 1t will be necessary to abandon it; 
to show the causes for such determination, I beg leave 
ti> give extracts from some of the representations made 
to this office by the present Surveyor General, oue of 
the territorivJ judges, the principal I>eputySurveyor,and 
one of the late commis,ioners at Kaskaskia, who write, 
August 14th, 1813, as follows: 

" \Vhen I recently recommended a small change in 
the plat of Shawnee town, it was then my full conviction 
that the site itself ought to be changed; but not knowing 
that others would feel an interest sufficient to induce 
them to unite in such a recommendation, I was unwilling 
to move alone in so important an object. I was an eye­
witness to one of the two inundations by which that 
place was visited last spring, and to the great distresses 
and losses which were experienced. I had before ob­
served, in riding through the ,~oods surrounding the 
town., the extraordinary height of the water marks upon 
the trees, which were so visible for the space of about 
two miles on the road to the Saline, that one might 
ima0"ine himself riding under water to the depth of from 
twelve to fifteen feet; but the last sprin~, I saw the water 
itself even at a greater height than hact been marked by 
the icy freshes of winter. I rode upon the flood, for 
more than two weeks in a keel boat, over the principal 
street of the town, lashed to a mercl:ant's store, and the 
bo,tt was upon a level with its roof; an attack of ague 
and fever then compelled me to quit, and seek health in 
the highlands of Kentucky. The flood continued to rise 
a few feet afterwards, and was nearly as loni; in falling 
as it was in rising; a second inundation quick1ysucceed­
ed, when the water.~ rose as high as in the first; at the 
time I left the boat the waters were about midway on the 
roofs of the houses .:;enerally, and quite to the ridge poles 
of several; being heavy log cabins they usually did not 
float until immersed to the last mentioned depth, and I 
saw about from fifteen to twenty Hoat a way; about forty 
in the whole :Moated olf. It was a merciful Providence 
that the wind did not blow hard in either of the inunda­
t10ns, for if it had done so, every buildin~ of every de­
scription must unquestionably ha Ye been demolished and 
swept t1if. I need not describe the distre~ses and losses 
of the inhabitants: several were sickened, some died; 
every beast perished which could not be taken into boats, 
or was not seasonably driven to the highlands; all the 
fences, with every description of improvements around 
and in the houses, which could float, were taken oft. 
The time occupied by both freshes was about ten weeks. 
I mean the time that the water lay over the surface of 
Shawnee town." 

It has been observed that Shawnee town was laid out 
under the authority, and at the expense, of the United 
States, to which is annexed a most valuable district of 
rich land, which, with the lots of Shawnee town, are 
directed to be olfored for. sale, whenever the President 
of the United States shall so direct; for all the present 
settlers there on public lands are volunteers, and have 
made small temporary improvements, expecting when 
the sales commenced to become purchasers. But shoald 
Congress determine to abandon the present plan from 
this representation, confirmed by others in this office 
equally strong and respectable, and authorize the Sur­
veyor General to select a better spot to lay off a town 
upon, the United States own lands a few miles lower 
down on the Ohio river, the situation• of which, for a 
town, in every point of view, could not be excelled in 
the Illinois Territory; and the moneys the sale of the 
lots would produce, above what the sales in the present 
town would, will far more than cover the loss incurred 
by laying out the present town of Shawnee. In this 
territory there is also a very valuable saline, which is 
directed by law to be leased in such a way, that the oc­
cupants may, while the interests of the United States 
a1·e secured, produce the greatest possible quantity of 
salt, and furnish the inhabitants of that country with this 
essential necessary of life at the lowest possible price. 

In the Indiana Territory, two land offices are esta­
blished and in successful operation; one at Vincennes, 
on the \Vabash, the other at Jeffersonville. ou the Ohio, 
embracing a vast extent of remarkably fertile lands. At 
the last mentioned office, the fractional sections laying 
around Clarke's grant, which were not surveyed and 
ready for market, when the sales first commenced, :ire 
now ready, and will be offered so soon as the state of the 
country will justify the measure. 

The existing laws require, " that all lands forfeited for 
non-payment, shall be offered for sale at the court house 
of tlie county in which the offices are situated;'' and 
the register and receiver at Jeffersonville represent, that 
the court house of their county is fifteen miles from 

their offices; that it occasions· great inconvenience and 
derangement of their busiues'l to attend the sales at so 

,great a distance; and urge tile necessity of legislative 
interference for their relief. 

In the State of Ohio there are six land offices esta­
blished and in successful operation; one at Cincinnati, 
one at Chilicothe, one at Zanesville, one at Marietta, 
one at Stcubensville, and the other at Canton. The 
western boundary line of the Yirginia military reserva­
tion, embracing the lands betWN'n the Sciota and Little 
.Miami rivers in this State, ha,. never yet been satis­
factorily establi~hed. An essay has lately bl•en made 
by commissioners, appointed by the United States and 
the State of Yin?;inia, withoi1t s·ir·c•·,s. A report of the 
commissioners. on the pare ,;J ll,e Gnited States, with a 
plat of the co:.1ntry, and explanations, was made to 
Con2;ress, aw! are on their fi I es, giving ample info1 mation 
on that controverted bu,-iue:,:-:. 

In the Territory of Michigaa, one land office has been 
estabfo;hed at Detroit, the private claims and donations 
to individuals had been patented soon after the organi­
zation of this office, but before they were presenteu to 
the pe1'sons by t\1eir agent, who had them in possession, 
he was taken pl"!soner by the enemy, and states that the 
patents were wantonly destroyed. Application was 
made here for exemplifications, but, owing to the situa­
tion of the Territory at that time, and the Yery limited 
means allowed to perform the complicated duties as­
signed, they have not been issued. 

In the M1ssbsippi Territory there are three land offices 
established, one at Huntsville, in Madison county, one 
at ,vashington, east of Pearl river, and the other at Fort 
St. Stephen's, west of Pearl river. In the latter district 
the register of the land office states, that a number of 
persons obtained certificates of pre-emption to land to 
the amount, in the whole, of twenty-one thousand nine 
hundred and thirty acres oflan<l; and that the time has 
elapsed wherein they were bound to complete the pay­
ments therefor, but that they have never paid one cent; 
these lands are therefore reverted again to the United 
States, most of which will now sell, but it requires an 
act of the Legislature to authorize their sale. 

In this district, the whole of the rich and nluable 
lands ceded by the Choctaws, and lying along the Tom­
bigbee, are surveyed and ready for market. By the 
articles of agreement and cession, made between the 
United States and the State of Georgia on the 24th ot 
April, 1802, the United States are bound to pay to the 
State of Georgia, out of the first net proceeds arising 
from the sale<., of the land ceded, after deducting the 
expenses incurred in surveying and incident to such 
sales, the sum of one million two hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars; only forty-six thousand three hundred 
and thirty-two dollars seventy cents of which has yet 
been paid under the act of April, 1808. 

From this view of the state of the J)ublic lands, it will 
appear that, inderendent of the lanils now offered for 
sale at the severa land offices established by law, we 
have nearly ready to add thereto the balance of the 
Choctaw purchase, lying along the Tombigbee, and the 
forfeited pre-emptions in the Mississippi Territory. The 
eastern and western laud districts in the State of Lou isi­
ana; the Kaskaskia and Shawnee town districts, in the 
Illinois, and the fractions around Clarke's grant in the 
Indiana Territory; and. so soon as the laws can be car­
ried fully into effect and the lands surveyed, the district 
north of Reel river, and the lands to wnich the Indian 
title has been extinguished in the Territories of Missouri 
and Michigan. • 

The Commissioner of the General Land Office con­
siders it his duty further to sta{e, that, upon the organi­
zation of this ofl1ce the public business assigned to it 
was greatly behind. Patient industry and incessant 
application has done much: but the examination and 
auditing the quarterly acrounts of the receivers of public 
moneys, present such an immense load of labor that he 
i-. compelled to solicit additional aid in the estimates for 
the year 181-1, for clerk hire: for by a decision of the . 
Comptroller, as the proper law officer of the Treasury 
Department, the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office is compelled to examine and audit all the accounti:; 
of the receivers of public moneys as far back as the year 
1_801; and thiJ immens_e mass ·or businesp is pressing: 
for some rect>1vers are rndebted to the Umted :;tates m 
large amounts, and suits cannot be commenced by the 
Comptroller until the accounts are examined and au­
dited. All which is respectfully submitted by 

Your most obedient servant, 
ROW ARD TIFFIN, 

Commissioner of tile General Land OJMe. 
The Hon. the PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE of tlie U.S. 
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No. 220. :.ld 81:ssrn;.. ~-------

l~DE'.'\1XlTY FOR AN ERROR cmL\HTTED AT THE LA.ND OFFICE IN CINCINNATI. 

CO){MUNICATED TO TllE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 4, 1814, 

Mr. McKEE, from the Committee on Poblic La.nds, to 
whom was referred the petition of Dennis Clark, 
ma<le the following report: 

That the petitio~er, in the spring of the yea.r 1806, 
purchased from the United State;; the fractional section 
number ten, fa town number one east in the district of 
laud olfered for sale at Cincinnati, State of Ohio, con­
tainin" two hundred ninety-one acre~ and ten hundredths 
of an :ere. of which he then paid to the receiwr of public 
moneys one hundred and forty-five dollars and fifty-five 
-cents, bl'.in" the one-fourth part of the purchase money. 
On the 17tl~ daY. u( At:iust, IBOS~ the petitio1!er paid the 
recriver aforesaul, m tJ1s~harge vi the_ secof!d mstalmentl 
the further sum of one hundred and s1xty-s1x dollars anc 
seventy-three ce11ts. "\Yhen the last instalment became 
clue, the petitioner called at the rece;ver's office with the 
full amount of principal and interest then due. on his c~r­
tificate, and tendered the same to the rece1vei-, which 
was rpjected upon a_n allegation th:.t the lot of laud con­
tained a surplus ot seventy-three acres and ten hun­
dr~dths, as appeared from the returns of the surveyor in 
the Reaister's Office. The petitioner being unable to 
advanc~ the additional sum required for the payment of 
the overplus, a forteiture was incun·ed, and the land re• 
verterl to the United States. It w.is aftenvards pun·hased 
by another individual, and on a second survey being made, 
by order of the Surveyor General, i~ was found not to 
contnin the surpl,us ~liege<! by the rece1ver, the s1;1pposed 
existence of which mduced the receiver to refuse the 
monev tendered by-the petitioner as aforesaid, and which 
was, ·in fact, the full amount of payment for the whole 
number of acr_es contained i1} the tract p~1rchased by tl~e 
petitioner. Alter the :i,certa,nment of tlm: fact, the peti-

tioner called on the. receiver of public moneys, and re­
quested a return of hi,; money, but was informed by the 
receiver that he had 110 power to grant the request. It 
appears the petitioner. by reason of the afore;aid forfeit­
ure, is reduced to the lowest grnde of poverty; that during 
the time he was in possession of the land, his utmost 
exertions were used in making imprm·emcnts on it, 
which improvemenfh greatly enhanced the value of the 
land. The petitioner purchased at two dollars per acre; 
and at the time of the forfeiture your committee have 
good reason to believe the land was worth ten <lollars 
per acre. Upon a foll view of the fi.iregoing facts, your 
committee have no hesit.1tion in sayiug, that au indem­
nification ought to be extended to the petitioner. Your 
committee cannot for a moment Lelieve, that it is the 
policy of the Government to enrich the treasury by 
ruinous forfeitures exacted from its citizl!ns, when such 
forfeitures have been occasioned entirely by the incor­
rectness of its own officers. Had a ~imilar case existed 
between private individuals, the :;ulforer could easily 
have found adequate redress in a court of justice. His 
rights ought to be equally respected, and ample redress 
a, :·eadily afforded when lie C,lntracb with Gornrnment. 
To refund •he money paid by the petitioner, with interest, 
would be a very inddequate compensation for the injury 
he has sustained. Your committee, therefore, recom­
mend the adoption of the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Dennis Clark is entitled to receive 
the money with interest, paid by him into the receiver's 
office aforesaid; and that he be permitted to enter uni: 
guarter section of land at two dollars per acre, (to be paid 
for as other lands uf the United States,) in anv vacant 
reserved section or part of a :::ection which lias beeu 
offered for sale, and not c:old iu the Cincinnati {!;strict. 

13th CoNOREss. No. 221. ~d SESSIO~;. -----

APPLICATION FOR GR:\.NTS OF LAND IN INDIANA, ON "\VHICH TO ERECT :\1ILLS AND 
OTHER MACHINERY. 

CO)C\ITJNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, .J.\NU.1RY 13, 1814. 

Mr McKEE, from the Committee on the Public Lands, 
t~ whom was referred the petition of sundry inhabit­
ants of Clark and Jefferson counties, of the Indiana 
Territory, m.1dc the following report. 
The petitione_r~ ask for a <lunation or ~rant of Jan<~ on 

term,rnml conditwn,; contrary to the usual terms ottered 
to the penple at large by the Governme11t; and allege, as 
::1. rea.sua for the request, the facilities aliurd~d (by the. 
land proposed to be g1·anted) to the establishment ot 
smdry mannfacturing in~titu!i,_ins. convenient t:i th: 
neii;hborhood a-i well as benelicial to the comn1umty ac 
large. . . . 

The comm:ttee, hm~·e\·er much mclmed to aid and 
rrouir,te the mechanic art;; in the infant settlements of 
the west, nevertheless belirve that ther will prosper be»t 
when left to individual entt-rp~ise, unaiderl by grants of 
land or unu,11al credit which might eventu:illy di:,appoint 
the (•xprcta:ions of the petitioners. 

Be,1rles, it is important, in ,he opinion of the commit­
tee to adhere to uniform rules in the di;;position of the 
public lands, where there exists no strong a11d solid 
reason for the deviation. -

'fbe committee, therefore, recommend the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioners is unrea­
sonable and ought not to be granted. 

Mr. McKEE, from the Commit~e~ on the Public_Lands, 
to whom was _referred the P.l't1t10n of ~unrlry mhabit­
ants of Hamson county, m the Ind1:rna Tenitory. 
made tlw followiug report: 

That the p~titioners ask for a donation of land 101· the 
purpos~ of ere~ting a water grist mill thereon, for the 
cunvemencc of the settlement; and allege as a reason for 
their request, that there is no convenient seat for mills 
in the vicinity but the one described by the petitioner3. 
They further state, that the quarter section of land, in­
cluding the mill seat. is sterile, and not Yaluable for the 
orJinary purposes of cultivation. It seems to the com­
mittee, from the statement made. that the mill seat, ifit 
is a good oue, gives to the quarter section includino- it 
an equal value to the neighborini; quarter sections/and 
alfords an equal inducement to purchasers; il the seat is 
a bad one. a donation thereof to the petitioners would 
only involv_e them in useless expense, and, perhaps, 
eventual rum. 

The committee, therefore, recommend the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioners is un­
reasonable and ought not to be granted. 
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13th CONGRESS, ------- No. 2·l2. 

CLAIM OF THE NEW ENGLAND MISSISSIPPI LAND COMPANY. 

COMMUNICATED TO THE SEN.-1.TE JANUARV 28, 1814 • . 
To t!te Honorable tile Senate of tlie United States, tlte 

memorial qfth.e Directors c,f lite New England J.J;[is­
sissippi Land Company, citizens of the State ef Mas­
sachusetts, respectfully represents: 

That they are under the painful necessity of again 
begg;ing the attention of the Legislature of their country 
to their just claims on a portion of the territory which 
was ceded to the United States by the State of Georgia, 
on the 24th day of April, 1802. That patents of larp;e 
tracts of that territory had been made, under an act of 
the Legislature of Georgia by the supreme Executive of 
that state, and that the immediate purchasers speedily 
sold the greater part of the same in the eastern states, 
very remote from Georgia, are facts which have long 
been publicly known, and need not now be repeated. 
Your memorialists, relying on the most solemn forms of 
granting land. and the good faith of the supreme power 
of an independent State, were of the unfortunate num­
ber who paid very large sums of money, as subsequent 
purchasers, without notice or sus:picion that the validity 
of the grants from the State of Georgia was ever ques­
tioned. Under such circumstances, they humbly pre­
sume that the universally acknowledged principles of 
justice and of law must secure to them all the property 
that the !:itate of Georgia had in the lands thus pur­
cb<1sed. 

Your memorialists are not apprized that.the title of 
the State of Georgia is now questioned by the Govern­
ment of the United States. The P.egotiating for, and 
acceptance of, the aforementioned cession, are some 
evidence of acquiescence in this title. 

But if this be considered as a question, your memo­
rialists beg leave briefly to state. as proofs of the title of 
Georgia to the land under consideration. the following 
facts: King Charles the Second. by charter, bearing date 
24th March, 1662, created the colony of Carolina, de­
scribed therein. as extending from latitude thirty-one to 
thirty-six degrees thirty mmutes, north of the equator, 
and from the Atlantic ocean to the South sea. About 
two years after, a second charter was granted to the 
same colony, in which the !>outhern boundary is said to 
be the twenty-ninth degree of north latitude. That the 
limits of either of these charters include the land in 
question, none will deny. Afterwards these charters 
were surrendered, and the former colony was then di­
vided into two colonies. under the names of North 
Carolina and South Carolina, and commissions were 
issued to governors of each. No new southern or west­
ern bounds_ ,-.:ere given to South Carolina by any of 
these comm1ss10ns. 

The charter of Georgia was afterwards e;ranted, bear­
ing date June 9, 1732; the lands therein mentioner!, as 
forming the new colony of Georgia, are said to be ·•part 
qf South Carolina.'' The southern boundary of the 
colony ot Geor~a, by this charter, was the most southern 
stream of the river Altamaha, and running westwardly 
from the head of said river, in a direct line to the South 
Sea. Much of the Tenitory of South Carolina was 
situate south of this line, and also a great portion of the 
lands now in dispute. As the chai-ter of Georgia did 
not make these a part of that colony, so also, there was 
nothing in that instrument to take them out of the colony 
of South Carolina; and the Government of the latter 
colony exercised jurisdiction there. subsequently to the 
grantmg of the charter of Georg;ia. More than thirty 
years after this charter, viz: on October 7, 1763, a pro­
clamation was issued under the ~reat seal of Great 
Britain, the object of which was to divide, under various 
colonial Governments the territory to which that nation 
had acquired an indisputable title, by the treaty of 
JJ.eace with Spain, bearing date February 10th, 1763.­
By this proclamation, all the land lymg between the 
rivers St. Mary and Altamaha is annexed to Georgia. 
This does not necessaril:y cover the land now in ques­
tion; but West Florida 1s therein bounded north by the 
thirty-first degree of north latitude; and if the disputed 
land wai not added to Georgia, it .was not placed under 

any colonial Government, which was contrary to the 
manifest intent of the proclamation. The want of cor­
rect }~apst probably, is the true cause of the defect of 
prec1s1on m the bounds. 

But whatever might now be the construction of the 
proclamation, considered alone~ antl as an original 
question, the subsequent commission which issueil in 
pursuance thereof, to James ,vright, as Governor of 
Geor&ia, appears to aiford a contemporary constrll'Ctiou, 
of unueniable authority, anrl to have put the question at 
rest. This commission bears date January 20th. Ii64,. 
three months after the said proclamation, and, with. 
other commissions i!:,sued about that time, was most 
manifestly intended to carry it into effect. ' The colony 
of Georgia, in this commission, is bounded as follows~ 
viz: on the north by the most northern stream of a riYer,. 
there commonly called Sinanll':lh, as far as the head of 
the said river, and from thence westward as far as our 
territories extend; on the east by the sea-coaE-t, from 
the said river Savannah to the most southern stream of 
a certain other river called St. Mary, includmg all 
islands within twenty leagues of the coast, lying between 
the said rivers Savannali and St. Mary as far as the 
head thereof, and from thence we.,twnrd a:t far as our 
territories extend, by the north hoimdanJ line ef wr 
provinces o.f_ East cnid West Florida. It has bt>eu al­
ready stated, that this Hnorth boundary line," by the 
proclamation, is the thirty-first degree of no1·th latitnde 

Your memarialists humbly apprehend, that word; 
cannot be selected better calculated to describe the 
colony of Georgia, as of sufficient extent, both south­
ward and westward, to cover all the land now in ques­
tion. If, however, any one can yet harbor doubts they 
must be dissipated when it is considered that ift.he dis­
puted land was not thus added to Georgia, it still re­
mained in South Carolina, and that it was afterwai-ds 
claimed by the latter State; but, on examining the title, , 
the claim was abandoned, or rather the land wa<; for­
mally surrendered to Georgia. The proceedings were 
as follow: on 1st day of June. 1785, South Carolina pe­
titioned Congress for a hearing and determination of 
their claim, according to the then existing confederation 
of the United States, and on the same day Congress 
appointed a day for the hearing, and gave formal notice 
to the Legislature of Georgia to appear and answer to 
the petition of South Carolina. Afterwards, on the 28th 
April, 1787, the commissioners of'those States concluded 
a convention at Beaufort by which South Carolina re­
linqui_shed and cedeq to Geo~~ia both the jurisdiction. 
and right of pre-emption of s011 of the whole tract· ot 
country in which the disputed lands are situate. This 
convention was afterwards, on the 9th day of August, 
1787, entered ofrecorrl on the journals of Congress, as 
ascertaining the boundaries between the States of South 
Carolina and Georgia. The right of Georgia haviug 
been thus traced, it now c,nly remains to be added. that 
actual and indisputable possession, b~th of soil and ju­
risdiction, had been united to this ri,i:ht, lon,g before the 
grants were made, under which your-memonalists claim. 
The State of Georgia had erected the county of Bour­
bon in this very territory; had appointed its civil offi­
cers, and had made various grants of land, of great ex­
tent; the validity of none of which acts was ever dii.putecl 
l!Y the United 8tates, or by any one State except South 
Carolina, whose supposed title Georgia afterwards ac­
quired by cession. 

Your memorialists humbly apprehend, that the right 
of Georgia, by force of the forel!;oing p1·oclamatlon, and 
the commission to Governor Wright, under the British 
Government, and the right of South Carolina, if she had 
any, thus transferred to Georgia, by convention, and the 
ratification of the whole, by the doings of Congress of the 
United States, form a triple cord, too stronu to be bro­
ken, while any right in our country shall be held sacred. 
And when to this, is added the actual indisputable pos­
session and jurisdiction above mentioned the title does 
appear, to our humble apprehension, absolutely perfect. 
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All the right and title derived under these we presume 
Wt' unite in ourselves, by vh·tue of the grant of Georgia. 

Your memorial is ts a1·e apprized, that, in the year 1764, 
the board of trade in G1·eat Britain proposed that "au 
instrument should pass, under the great seal, in like 
manner as was directed in the case of the extension of 
the south boundary of Georgia, declaring that the pro­
vince of West Florida should be bounded to the north 
by a line drawn from the mouth of the river Yazoo, 
where it unites with the .Mississippi, due east to the ri­
ver Apalachicola.'' But this was only advice, and given 
from confidence in a gross misrepresentation by the Go­
vernor of ,vest Florida, a" to the breadth and limits of 
his province. and a part only of the lands in dispute would 
have been affected by it if 1t had been executed. But it 
never was executed. ••The extension of the south bound­
ary of Georgia'' was, by proclamation, under the great 
seal: but no JJroclamation ever issued to extend the north 
boumlary of "\Ve~t Florida; probably the imposition was 
detected in season to prevent its elfects. It seems mani­
fest that no pern1anent arrangement of this smt ever took 
place; for the treaty of peace, between this country and 
Great Britain, in 1783, makes our southern limit the 
thirty-first degree of north latitude, and our western 
limit the river Mississippi. ltapJJears absurd to :a.uppose 
that Great Britain would, in addition to acknowledging 
the independence of the revolting colonies, give them, 
without compensation, the better part of the colony of 
West Florida, which never joined in the revolt. The 
records of Congress show, that the minister;; of the Uni­
ted State~, for making this treaty of peace, were express­
ly instructed to claim to the southern and we£tem bounds 
aforementioned, 011 the grouwl that the colony of Geo1·­
gia extended to t!tem. It is not conceivable that Great 
B1·itain gave to the United State!> the most valuable part 
of ,vest Florida, without motive or equivalent, merely 
because, by a treaty made with Spain at the same time, 
this colony was ceded to tint Government. Provinces 
are not ceded by nations without some adequate con­
sideration: and in the treaty with Spain, Great Britain 
must have lost just as much as the colony so ceded was 
diminished. 

Your memorialists beg leave further to represent that 
the aforesaid acceptance and recording of the convention 
of Braufort was a public and formal recognition of the 
right of Georgia, and that many other acts of the Govern­
ment of the United States, for a long succession of years, 
have also acknowledged it. In the year 1795, our en­
voy, who negotiated our present treatr with Spain, was 
instructed to claim to the southern ana western bounda­
ries afore,airl, on the express ground that the colony of 
Georgia extended to them; and it appears from the nego­
tiation, that he did so claim, and with success. Prior to 
which, Messrs. Carmichael and Short, commii-sione1-s at 
the court of Madrid, were instructed by the Exerutive of 
the present Government of the United States, in pursu­
ance of a repart of Mr. J efterson, then Secretary of State, 
to claim this land on the ground only of its being a part 
of Geor,i;ia; and they did so claim it. After the Govern­
ment ol the United States have advocated the right of 
Geor•'ia, and obtained an acknowledgment ofitsjustice 
by soiemn treaties from two foreign nations, at distant 
periods of time, your memorialists are unwilling to be­
lieve that Congress, in order to keep the land for the 
United States, though they claimed it for Georgia. can 
be disposed to subvert that Yery title which they have 
thus asserted for a long course of years. 

Your memorialists humbly submit to the wisdom of 
Congres-; the consequences of now alleging that, at that 
time, and also at the time of the treaty of peace, the 
country southward of the mouth of the 1iver Yazoo in 
tmth was a part of West Florida. Public considerations 
for hid the further prosecution of this subject. The prin­
ciple of justice is settled in chancery, that if the true 
owner will give color of title to another, so as to encou­
rage a third person to purchase of him who has no right, 
although the true owner may be ignorant of his own titre, 
yet he shall never claim the land against him who thus 
purchases. The aforementionecl holdine: of jurisdiction 
of the petition of South Carolina.and calling on Georgia 
to answer, and the receiving and recordin11: of the deed 
of cession from the former to the latter. furnish as strong 
a case of this sort as can be stated. But this is not a 
solitary instance of acquiescence in the title of Georgia 
by the Government of the United States; for a course of 
years the journals of Con~ess contain repeated acknow­
ledgments of the title of ueorgia, by resolves calling on 
that State to make a cession to the Union, without pre­
tending that the United States had any other claim than 
the fitne~s that Georp;ia should cede to the nation, for 
public purpo,e .. ,in equal prc1portion with theoth'!rSt1:es 

94 

Your memodalists now beg leave to proceed to an­
other consideration, which by some has been thought to 
press more heavily on them than the question of the title 
of Georgia. It has been said that the grants from Geor­
gia, under which they claim, were originally void for 
fraud, or that they have been vacated by the r~pealing 
act, or the amended constitution of Georgia. ,vhether 
the grant was absolutely void for fraud it is humbly con­
ceived must be a question for judicial examination, if it 
can be examined at all. It i:a. a principle both oflaw and 
equity that fraud is never to be presumed; such a pre­
sumption against the sovereign power of a State would 
be doubly improper, without some such regular investi­
gation and proof. Proof can only be exhibited and 
weighe1l on a formal and impartial trial. Such'an exami­
nation has hitherto been solicited by your memorialists 
without success. Whether fraud in the Legislature of 
a State is a subject for examination before any tribunal, 
for the purpo::e of avoiding thegrant,itmay not be proper 
for your memorialists to say; nor will they attempt to 
conjecture what proof could he offered of tne fact. De­
positions he1·etofore taken by zealous political partisans, 
without any opportunity given to the party interested to 
cross-examine the deponent, would hardly be viewed as 
competent 1 certainly not as impartial evidence. The 
fraud is neither demed nor admitted by your memorial­
ists; we do not know facts enough to be prepared to do 
either. But, were it even admitted, new and momen­
tous questions would present themselves for considera­
tion. Can a State allege the fraud of its own Legisla­
ture to avoid their grant? What number of members 
must be proved guilty? To what kinrl or degree of cor­
corrupt motive in legislators is the principle to be limit­
ed? Intrigue, traffic, and popular arts exist inan infinity 
of shapes. and every popular assembly is. perhaps, in some 
degree influenced by them. It is presumed that most of 
the sales of land that have been made in other States by 
their Legislatures, are liable, in various degrees, to the 
very objection that is made to the sales by Georgia. But 
it is impossihle in this form to discuss the subject. Long 
established pdnciples,necessary to the very existence of 
civil communities, rise on every side to prove, that, al­
though the members are responsible, and may he punish­
ed formal-conduct, yet tl1e solemn official act of the su­
preme power of a State cannot be holden void. If first 
principles did not forbid it, it is apprehended that some 
precedent would exist in history; but it is confidently be­
lieved that the records of civilized society do not furnish 
an instance in which either an act of the supreme Legisla­
ture of a State, or the compact of the sovereign power has 
been holden void for the benefit of that State, on account 
of their fraud and corruption. But if it were possible that 
this should be done, yet a subsequent Legislature seems 
manifestly incompetent to this office. fne obvious duty 
of a Legislature is to establish general rules, not to try 
titles. They may repeal such rules made by their pre-­
decessors, but cannot rescind their compacts. Even 
if this were not the general principle, yet the consti­
tution of the United States in express words prohibits it. 
It is there ordained, that no State shall make any law 
impairing the obligation of contracts. Similar remarks 
apply to the attempt to vacate the grants, by the amended 
constitution of Georgia. This, too, is a law, and can­
not be so framed as to "impair the obligation of con­
tracts.'' The constitution of the United States is 
declared to be " the supreme law ofthe land," and it is 
provided, "that thejucl~es in every State shall be bound 
thereby, any thing in tne constitution or laws of any 
State to the contrary notwithstanding." But if the most 
despotic effect were to be allowed to the amended con­
stitution of Georgia, surely it could operate only on the 
rights of the citizens of that State, as ther alone were 
parties to that civil compact; not on the rights of your 
memorialists who were citizens of another State, who 
purchased not only long before the mak.ina-of this new 
constitution, but also. before the passing of the repealing 
act, and who never submitted their rignts to the decision 
of a convention in Georgia. But your memorialists, 
from motives of re<;pect, forbear to press this subject. 
If the State of Georgia has been defrauded we deeply 
regret it, and are not anxious to defend the claims ofany 
who, in the least degree, have pa1·ticipated of corruption. 
We only contend in behalf of ourselves, that we have 
committed noerrorin giving full faith to the most solemn 
act of the sovereign power ofa State, when we had no 
notice that it was wrong. ,v e beg leave to offer a brief 
statement on this part of the subject, and will then 
cheerfully submit our claims to the consideration of the 
Legislature. It is believed that even if gross fraud did 
exist, and rendered all accomplices incompetent to claim, 
.it would be immaterial to the rights of your memorialists, 
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if, in truth, we had no notice of it. This will be ad­
mitted to be P."'\itable. and it has been adjudged at law 
that an ass1gne•'• for a valuable consideration, and with­
out notice, is pr:otected in his purchase, although his 
assignor obtaind his title fraudulently. When the ques­
tion is, which ot two innocent parties shall sufler a loss, 
it is an estabJ•ahed rule that, if it happened by the 
negligence of one, or by his placing confidence in an 
agent who has betrayed his trust, the party who was 
thus negligent or thus misplaced his confidence shall 
bear the consequences. It seems more reasona:,le and 
just that the State of Georgia should suffer from the 
alleged corruption of that Legislature which they 
appointed, and the members of which are accountable to 
them, than that innocent citizens of another State should 
be punished for respecting the most solemn acts of that 
Legislature. \\re have •mly performed the duty en­
joined by the constitution of the United States, which 
provides that "full faith and credit shall be given in 
each State to the public acts, record:s, and judicial pro­
ceedings of every other State.'' The fact, however, 
rathe1· than the principle, seems to have been questioned 
by those who resist the claims of you1· mE>moriafo;ts. On 
this part of the subject we beg leave to say, that it is 
physicallv impossible that we could have had notice of 
the repealing act, because it was not passed until after 
we had purchased. Thirteen months elapsed from the 
date of the letters patent granting the land before the 
supposed repeal took place; and in that interval the pur­
chases were made, which have proved so calamitous to 
your memorialists. 

But it has been suggested that your memorialists had 
notice that such fraud had been practised as authorized 
the repealing act. To this we answer, that, according 
to the established rules of reasoning and of common 
sense, we are entitled to call on the person makini this 
assertion for some proof. 1,Ve hold the negative s1cle of 
the question: and a simple neiative proposition, from its 
very nature, does not admit ot direct proof. If it should 
be said, in proof, that there was mucli public altercation 
in Georgia immediately after granting the land, and that 
it is probable the JJUrchasers heard, from rumor or from 
newspapers, that the granting Legislature were charged 
with corruption, we answer, that no such inference can 
fairly be made as to your memorialists, when it is con­
sidered that we lived more than one thousand miles 
distant from the place where these things happen rd, and 
that there was then no great commercial connexion 
between that part of the country and our own. News­
papers from Georgia are very rarely seen in Massachu­
setts. Your memorialists do not know that any persons, 
except printers, ever read them. It may with truth be 
affirmed, that the purchasers in Massachusetts, speaking 
of them generally, had never heard that any objections 
had been made to the grants, but considered them as 
the indisputable acts of the supreme power of Georgia. 
It is believed that not one of them had heard enough to 
excite alarm in any reasonable mind. Citizens of Geor• 
gia seldom visit Massachusetts, and the ao-ents for the 
venders certainly ,·:ould not have publis~ed the diffi­
culties that might P-Xist in Georgia. .But your memo­
rialists beg leave to ask, what was the utmost we could 
possiblv have known? It was possible for us to know 
that the minority charged the majority with corruption; 
that grants of the supreme power of the :-ltate, which had 
passed all the forms oflaw, were heavily censured by a 
considerable number of citizens; and that they joined 
the minority of the Legislature m their accusations. It 
was possible that this might have been known, though, 
in truth, it was not known; but it was not possible that 
secret frauds, practised by members of the Legislature, 
or by the first purchasers, should have been known, un­
less they had published their own turpitude, which is 
not to be presumed. llut, even if the existence of a 
dispute had been known, the most proper infe1·ence, 
because the most respectful, would have been in favor of 
the purity of the Legislature. Contests of this sort 
always exist in free Governments, respecting lawful as 
well as unlawful acts; but it cannot be true that all 
confidence in public acts, and all proceedings under 
them, are to be suspended as soon as the discontented 
and disappointed are able to excite clamor. Similar 
charges have existed with respect to national compacts? 
the funding system, the assumption of State debts, anct 
the purchase of Louisiana, furnish prominent instances 
of similar popular charges on the national Government. 
It will hardly be contended that the citizens ought not 
to have respected or acted under these, or placed any 
confidence in their validity, because many people im­
peached the motives of the rulers, and it was not 
ab3olutely impos'lible that their succes<;ors might pass 

acts declaring them void. Such an instance, however, 
had never occurred, and, therefore, was not to be 
apprehended; the acts of the most corrupt Governments 
of other countries, as well as the acts of .American 
Legislatures, were always holden valid. The purchas-
ers had witnessed cases precisely similar to that of 
Georgia. They had, even in their own State, known 
sales of vast tracts of fertile country, situate about 
Genesee river, made to a few individuals, respecting 
which they had heard similar charges of corruption; but 
they had never heard any body suggest that it was pos­
sible to vacate these grants. But the fact which most 
conclusively negatives the suge;estion of knowledge of 
fraud practised in Georgia, or of collusion with the 
original purchasers, isj that your memorialists and their 
fellow sufferers actual y paid, or bound themselves to 
pay, immense sums of money for the title under the 
grants of Georgia. ,v e paid, in many instances, double 
the price for which we liad known some of the most 
fertile tracts in the Union to be sold a short time before 
by the Legislature of .Massachusetts, and a higher J'rice 
than could at that moment be obtained for some of the 
best lands in the District of Maine. Insanity is the only 
cause sufficient to account for this conduct, if we had 
had any suspicion that the title could be questioned. 
,vm it be suggested that the considerations mentioned 
in the deeds were fictitious, and in truth, neYer paid? 
Alas! the notorious distresses of the purchasers spoke a 
language not to be distrusted. The records of our 
judicial courts show the persevering; but unsuccessful 
efforts of some o~ the suffer~rs to ~Yotd payment on the 
ground that the title had failed. The walls of our pri­
sons have witnessed their si~hs; some, who before were 
affluent, have pined and diect in penury, and left families 
without the means of subsistence, to be supported by 
the hand of charity. These, and many other facts of 
public notoriety, unanswerably refute the su7gestions of 
collusion with the first purchasers or knowledge of the 
title bein_g fraudulent. Your memorialists beg leave to 
refer their rulers to the knowledge of those rnembern of , 
Congress who more immediately represent that section 
of country where these facts have occurred. 

One suggestion has been made which seems to require 
some notice. It has been said that suspicion arises from 
the special nature of the warranty in some of the deeds 
to the purchasers. But it is not usual for those who 
practice collusion and secret fraud to suffer evidence of 
1t to appear publicly on the face of their contracts. The 
innocence of the purchasers best accounts for their not 
avoiding this source of suspicion. The true reason of 
the special nature of this warranty was, that the Le&is­
lature of the State of Georgia knew the pretence wli1ch 
Spain then made to the lower part of that tract of coun­
try, and had no means of ascertaining the quantity con­
tamed in the several grants, as no correct surveys there­
of had ever been made; and, in its a-ranting act, it had 
expressly provided that the State stould not be subject 
to any suit or claim on account of any deductions in the 
quantity of said territory, or on account of any other 
claims whatsoever. In the sale of so large a tract of 
country, it would have been folly in the original pur­
chasers to have given a general warranty when the State 
had refused it to them, and unreasonable in the present 
claimants to expect it. The repealing act of Georgia 
rather produced surprise than anxiety, when the news 
of it reached your memorialists. ..We believed that the 
measure was so unprecedented that the State would 
abandon it. If this should not happen, we had confi­
dence that our rights would always be protected in the 
courts of the United States. "When we were informed 
that a cession from Georgia to the United States was 
contemi:>lated, we sent agents to the seat of Government 
of the Union, to give formal notice of our claims to the 
commissioners of the United States; these agents, on 
their return, informed your memorialists that they had 
done this, and that they had also suggested their inten­
tion of presenting a memorial to Congress on the subject; 
but that the commissioners objected to this measure, al­
leging that, to bring the subject into discussion in Con­
gress, would throw embarrassments in the way of the ne­
gotiation with Geor~a; but they engaged, if the claimants 
would omit to intertere, to provide for them a liberal in­
demnity by the terms of ces!>ion itself. It was impossi­
ble to distrust the assurances of public officers so emi­
nently respectable, and the agents were unwilling to dis­
turb a great public arrangement from desire of making 
private emolument, and therefore acceded to this pro­
posal. A reservation for satisfying claims was accord­
mp:ly made in the deed of cession, and it was well un­
derstood that the claims of your memorialists were 
especially intended to be provided for; and althoueh the 
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re~u·\'at:•m wa;, but of a sm·1ll 1art of the lands we had 
purch,\.~ed, yet w~ were as~uret it would be so managed 
as to affllnl a. liberal indemnity to the claimants. We 
abandoned our prospects of gain; we placed a liberal 
confidence in the justice of the Government of ou1· cou n­
try, and believed that nothing remained but to wait a 
reasonable time for our compensation; Congress appea1·­
ed to acquiesce in this expectation, and did in fact bee;in 
to make arrangements for effecting it. An act was 
passed, approprn.ting the whole reservation for satisfying 
claims; commissioners were authorized to receive pro­
posals of compromise from the claimants; such proposals 
have long since been made, and, thereupon, the com­
missioners, in February, 1803, made a report to Con­
gress, recommending compem,ation, though the amount 
proIJosed was very inadequate to the losses of your me­
morialists; but even this was not carried into effect. 
,Vith deep regret your memorialists add, that year after 
year has since passed away, during which our petitions 
for an adjustment of our claims have been rejected in a 

13th CosGREss. 

mannedoo afflicting to be repeated. ,v e are persuaded 
this would not have been the ca,;.e had our righG and 
suflerings been thoroughly known to Congress. 

Such are the considerations which have induced yom· 
memorialists to make the present appeal. 

·with sentiments of the most profound respect, and 
relying with perfect confidence on the wisdom and rec­
titude of our Government, we again humbly solicit that 
measures may be speedily adoptea for an exmination and 
adjustment of our claims on just and equitable prin­
ciples. 

BENJAMIN HICHBORN. 
SAMUEL BROWN, 
BENJAMIN JOY, 
TH0~1AS L. WINTHROP, 
EBENEZER OLIVER, 
JOHN PECK, 
GEORGE BLAKE, 

Directors of the 1llississippi Land Company. 

2d SESSION. 

CLAIMANTS UNDER GRANTS FROM: GEORGIA. 

COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES l\IARCll 15, 181•1. 

~Ir. O.'1.KLE\", from the committee to whQm was referred 
the bill from the Senate entitled "An a.ct providing 
for the imlemnification of certain claimants of public 
lands in the Mississippi Territory," made the follow­
ing report: 

That they have had the subject of the said bill uader 
their consideration, and are of opinion that it is expe­
dient for the Government of the United States to entet· 
into a com1:romise with the persons claiming lands in the 
Mississippi Territory, under or by virtue of the act of 
the Legi;;lature of Georgia of the 7th of January, 1795. 
The reasons for thi,;; opinion do not rest on the strict le­
gality of the title of these claimants to the lauds in ques­
tion, though the committee cannot f0t·bear remarking that 
that title appears to have all the sanction which can be 
derived from a solemn decision of the highest judicial 
tribunal known to our laws. They are grountled on 
considerations connected with the permanent interests 
of the United State.s, as they relate to the Mississippi 
Ten·itory; with the quiet and speedy settlement of that 
Tet-ritory; with tl1e more easy cxtinguishment of the 
Indian title to the lands contained in it; with the security 
against all tuture Indian wars in that quarter, which the 
settlement of the Territory must afford; with the exten­
sive navigation connecting parts of the \Vestern States 
with the ocean. which must be O{lened when the popula­
tion of the Territory shall be aaequate to such an ob­
ject; and with the strength and safely which such a po­
pulation must confer on the Louisiana frontier. 

It may, in addition, be remarked, that there are equi­
table con.,iderations connected with the present claims, 
which, in the opinion of the committee, strongly recom­
mend them to the favor of Congress. Although the 
original act of the State of Georgia might have been pro­
cured by fraudulent and cori·upt means, it satisfactorily 
appears to the committee. as far as their inquiries have 
been extended, that the present claimants, or those under 
whom they hold, were bo~ia fi:le purch<!,sers of the. im­
mediate grantees of Georgia, Without notice of any fraud 
or corruption in the orh1;inal grant. The committee re· 
fer, on this head. to the p.1pers annex.ell to this report, 
marklld from A to L, inclusive. 

As to the terms of the compromise which it may be 
expedient to make, the committee have considered that 
those contained in the bill from the Senate are as effect­
ual and practicable, and at the same time as eligible, 
as ought to be required under the circumstances of the 
cru.e. They have accordingly directed theit· chairman 
to report the said bill without amendment. 

The committee have had unde1· consideration the re­
solution adopted by the House on the 9th instant. As 
to the "authority vested in the agents now attending 
to compromise the claims set up by the respective 
claimants," the committee have procured all the infor­
mation within their reach. They have examined vari-

ous document.5 and papers, some of them very volumi­
nous, consisting of conveyances, powers of attorney, 
letters, &c.; they have also received from the reSJ)ective 
agents written representations of the extent of their 
powers and author1ty, and of their readiness to accede 
to the terms of compromise contained in the bill from 
the Senate. These representations are annexed to this 
report. The committee did not consider it necessary 
to report to the House the various documents exhibited 
to them by the respective a"ents in support of these 
representations; such a proce~ure was supposed not to 
come necessarily within the purview of the resolution of 
the House, and would have encumbered this report with 
a mass of papers. The committee will remark, gene­
rally, that the authority of the agent.5 appears to be very 
extensive, and that, in the course of their inquiries on 
this head, they have discovered no reason to believe that 
any one of the claimants will refuse tn accede to the 
proposed compromise. 

As to the "amount of money actually paid by bond 
firle third purchasers for gt-ants or titles they may hold 
under the original grant," the annexed papers afford all 
the information which the committee have found it 
"practicable" to obtain. These papers show, to a. 
great extent, the prices at which "bona fide third pur­
chasers" contracted for the lands in question, and which 
were paid in negotiable and endorsed notes, and other 
securities. But the committee consider it impractica­
ble to ascertain to any extent " the amount of money 
actually paid,'' without devoting to the enquiry more 
time and attention than any committee could bestow 
on it during any session of Congress, as it would lead 
to an examination of all the private transactions of the 
numerous individuals now interested in these claims, 
which might be connected with the purchases and sales 
of the lands in question, and with the notes and other 
securities given in consequence of these purchase,, and 
sales. 

As to that part of the resolution which instructs the 
committee to inquire "from which of the original com­
pimies the present claimants derive title, and the 
amount of money withdrawn by any of the m-iginal 
gr-an tees, or persons claiming under them, or their a~ent 
or agents, from the treasury of Georgia," the com1mttee 
also refer to the annexed papers, and to a document 
accompanying the report of the commissioners appoint­
ed in pursuance of the act of Congress entitled " An 
act for an amicable settlement of limits with the State 
of Georgia, and authorizing the establishment of a 
Government in the Mississippi Territory;" which docu­
ment is contained in a volume, from page 147 to page 
153, inclusive, printed by order of Congress on the 18th. 
dar__of December, 1809. • 

The committee also take the liberty to refer to the 
volume above mentione~1 as containing much useful in­
formation in relation to me acts and proceedings of the 

' 
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State of Georgia and of the United States, connectecl 
with the subject under consideration. In the same 
volume will also be found the report of the commission­
ers above mentioned, and various documents accompa· 
nying the same, showing, among other things, the evi­
dence of the fraud and corruption connected with the 
original grant of these lands by the State of Georgia. 

All which is respectfully submitted to the House. 

A. 
"\V ASHIXoToN, .Llfarclt 11, 1814. 

Sm: In answer to the inquiries made by the commit­
tee on the subject of the Georgia claims, I would beg 
leave to state that I represent the following claimants 
under grants from the Governor of Georgia, made in 
compliance with a statute of that State passed in the 
year 1795: 

New England .Mississippi Land Company, 
estimated to contain - - • 

The Upper Mississippi Land Company, 
owned mostly in South Carolina, -

Individuals, proprietors, and companies, 
owned in New England and partly in 
New York, - -

Individuals in New York, -
Hugh Rose, - - • 
Thomas Tunno, South Carolina, 

Acres. 

11,380,000 

2,000,000 

9,000,000 
2,500,000 

600,000 
231,000 

Making about, - 25,711,000 

for all of whom I am ready to compromise on the terms 
now proposed by a bill from the Senate now before the 
House. I am unacquainted with the prices at which 
the above lands were purchased, except the New Eng· 
land Mississippi Land Company. which was at the rate 
of eleven cents; and the nine millions purchased by the 
other companies in New England an<l New York, those 
were bought at from twelve to twenty-two cents per 
acre. There are some few of the claimants in Boston 
whose powers have not yet come on, it not being sup· 
posed that they would be wanted before the commis­
sioners sit to examine the claims, and that they would 
give the form of power and release necessary to be 
exhibited. With the utmost confidence I can assure 
the committee that I have no doubt every one of the 
claimants in New England will compromise their claims 
on the terms proposed in the bill from the Senate. 

l am, with respect, sir, your very humble servant, 
B. JOY. 

The Hon. the CHAIRMAN of the Committee 
Qf the House qf Representatives on the 
Georgia Claims, so called. 

B. 
MARCH IO, 1814. 

The Tennessee Company associated in a deed of trust 
dated the 20th June, 1800, to which threP. hundred and 
two shar~s were subscribed out of four hundred and 
twenty, into which the company had been divided by 
the grantees, who were Matthias Maher and Zachariah 
Cox. It is conjectured that the most of the residue of 
one hundred and eighteen shares were relinqui:;hed to 
the State of Georgia, and the original purchase mont>y 
withdrawn from the treasury of Georgia. The trustees 
were James Strawbridge, Ebenezer Jackson, and Sa­
muel Dexter, Esqrs. By the deed of trust all power of 
acting was given to James Strawbridge, and, in the 
event of his death, all the powers given to James Straw­
bridge devolved on E. Jackson, as surviving trustee, 
who 1s ready to subscribe to the terms of compromise 
proposed by the law which has passed the Senate of the 
Umted States. The original deed from the Governor 
of Georgia, with the original mort)!;age and satisfaction 
acknowledged on the same, with all the original papers 
relative to the affairs of the Tennessee Company, are 
in the possession of E. Jackson, who has deposited the 
same in one of the banks of New York for safe keeping. 
The deed of trust is full and unlimited as to powers of 
compromise and settlement, and is on record m the Se­
cretary of State's office in Washington City. 

E. JACKSON. 

C. 

WASHINGTON, Februa1:Y 21, 1814, 
SIR: Having devoted the last two months to the busi­

ness before Coni:;ress relative to the claims und~r the 

act of the State of Georgia of 7th January, 1795, as the 
agent of the clai_mants in the Stl!te (!f New York, al!d 
my business calling me home,I tlunk 1t proper to say, m 
behalf of my constituents, that I assent, as their agent, 
to thP. mode of settlement proposed in the bill now be­
fore the Senate, to carry into effect, in substance, the 
report ot commissioners made in 1803 by the Hon. James 
Madison and others. 

DANIEL BOARDMAN. 
BENJAMIN Joy, Esq. 

D. 
MARCH 12, 1812. 

In obedience to the request made the last evening by 
the committee to whom was referred the bill from the 
Senate, entitled .. An act for the indemnification of cer­
tain Georgia claimants," &c., the undersigned has the 
honor to state: That, by four letters of attorney hei·e­
with exhibited, he represents, in law or equity, claims 
to the extent of 10,300,000 acres; and that he is willing, 
provided justice is done to his constituents, according 
to the prnvisions of the law now before Congre~s, to re­
linquish their claims to the land in question.-(See the 
accompanying schedule, marked J. G. No. 1.) 

That the land conveyed to him by 
James Gunn and his associates, on 
the 22d of August, 1795, compris­
ed, by as accurate an estimate as 
could then be made, on the plat 
herewith shown, - acres, 13,500,000 

That, of this, the under­
signed conveyed away, 
from the 24th August 
to the 28th of N ovem· 
ber, 1795, - - 10,352,000 

On the 13th September, 
1796, - • • 700,000 

On the 30th of Septem­
ber, 1796, for the bene­
fit of his creditors, all 
the unsold residue,(see 
schedule J. G. No. 2.) 2,448,000 

13.500.000 

That, although 13,500,000 acres were, as above esti­
mated, conveyed to him, only 11,500,000 acres were 
considered as sold to him, (in tracts to the s1,ppo5ed ex­
tent of 2,000,000 acres, being conveyed by him to Z. Cox 
and J. 'Wilson, by the direction of Gunn an<l his asso­
ciates,) for which the undersigned paid 8225,000: 
$200,000 of which was immediately necessary to enable 
liunn and his associates to redeem their bond and mort­
gage given on the land, to the State of Georgia, which 
became due in October, li95, and which, had it not 
been punctually paid, would have rendered the land 
forfeit in law. {the terms of the mortgage requiring that 
it should, in such case, lapse to the State,) together with 
$50 000 that had been previously paid. 

That, owing to the extreme pres~ure for money among 
merchants, in the autumn of 1795, (the yellow fever 
being at that time in Philadelphia, and having almost 
depopulated New York and .Baltimore,)the undersigned 
was obliged to make very great sacrifices to raise the 
money so suddenly required, so that it cost him a much 
larger sum, and, in his belief, nearly double the amount, 
say S400,000. 

The undersigned was so entirely unsuspicious of aught 
wrong or fraudulent, on the part of Messrs. Gunn and 
associates, or 011 that of the Legislature of Georgia, that, 
although he acted under the advice and ~uidance of able 
counsel. (Alexander Hamilton and ,viIJiam Tilghman,) 
he confided princiJJally to the deed of the State of Geor­
gia, which was exhibited to him, and was, in conse­
quence, heedless of any precaution being necessary other 
than that of having the remainder of the purchase money 
paid under the eye of an agent, sent for the purpose, the 
mortgage removed, and the deed given him duly placed 
on record. 

That, when he sold part of the land to {lersons in Bos­
ton, ( who were alike heedless and unconsc10us of wrong,) 
the undersigned preferred sales on a considerable credit 
to sales for cas!i, which he might have made at a disad­
vantage not much greater than the loss of the legal in­
terest; which preference he certainly should not have 
given, had he Known of, or suspected, any thing fraudu­
lent in the original grant; that, in receiving securities 
for the payment of the promissory notes given him, he 
preferred taking mortgages on the land to mort~ges on 

• real estate in Boston and its vicinity, which was pressed 
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on him, and which he t:ertainly ~hould not have refused 
had he known of any thing fraudulent in the original • 
grant; and that, instead of selling all the land he had, 
and which he was urged to do, he preferred holding 
about two and a h:ilf millions ot acres, as the most eli­
J!;ible estate he could t'etain fol' the future benefit of his 
dul<lren; the knowledge of ,,hich circumstance will, 
he trusts, remove every suspicion, if any exists, ot his 
being knowing to the frauds stated to have been made in 
Georgia. 

All which ( with the prayer that the imperfections and 
ar,y small inaccuracies that may appear in this very hastily 
sketched statement, will be pardoned) is submitted to 
the gentlemen of the committee, 

By their respectful and obedient servant, 
JAMES GREENLEAF. 

E. 
ScheduleJ. G. No. 1. 

James Greenleaf, epresents the following claim~: 
A. Under power ufatturney of his trustee John ,vilson, 

Jun., dated Apl'il 4, 1804. 
1st. Under James Greenlears conveyance Acres. 

to James Wilson; -Wilson having con-
veyed to Henry Lee, am.! Hem·y Lee 
owing bonds t<l James Greenleaf fol' 
S26,666 66, with interest from 1793, 500,000 

!2d. Under James Greenleaf's conveyance 
to Z. Cox; Cox owing to James Green-
leaf 3100,000, with interest from li9~, 1,000,000 

3d. Under James Greenleat's conveyance 
to Samuel Marsh; Marsh having con­
veyed to J. B. Bond, and Bond and 
Marsh owing to J as. Gl'eenleaf 32,000, 
and interest from 1797, 700,000 

4th. Under James Greenleaf's conveyance 
to Seth Witmore; S. Witmore having 
paid none of the purchase money1 - 160,000 

5th. Unde1· James Greenleaf's conveyance 
to T. Dawes~ no part of the purchase 
money being paid, - - - 80,000 

6th. Under James Greenleaf's conveyance 
to A. Coagie; this conveyance having 
been made to secure a debt which has 
been principally, if not wholly, dis-
charged, - - - 400,000 

13. Under power of attorney from "\V. 
Cr-anch, dated December 28, 1803. 

1st. Under James Greenleaf's 
fifteen conveyances tu Jos. 
Ba1·roll and others; their 
notes being lodued with 
Jones, Jeffrey ,antl Russell, 
in Boston, as a security, in 
trust, for which they are 
an'lWerable to \V. Cranch, 3,312,000 

~J. Under James Greenlears 
conveyance to B. Haskell; 
Haskell having paid no-
thing, 1,200,000 

C. Under power of attorney from Henry 
Pr,1tt and others, dated Aprils, 1805. 

For all the re~iduary interest of Jas. Green­
leaf in anrl to 13,500,000 acres. con­
wyed by Gunn and his associates, ~ 

D. Under power of attorney from John 
Crawford. sole trnf.tee of Nicholas 
Le Farre, dated 19th February, 1806. 

For part of the land convexed by James 
Greenleaf to James \V1lson, - -

2,840,000 

4,512,000 

2,448,000 

500,000 

10,300,000 

JAMES GREENLEAF. 

F. 
1795, Schedule J. G. No. 2. 
August 22, conveyed by James Gunn and 

his associates to James Greenleaf, per 
estimate then made, - 13,500,000 

August 24, conveyed by J. Greenleaf to Jas. 
Wilson, J)er stipulation made with J. 
Gunn and others, suppos-
ed, - - 1,000,000 

Odober 8, conveyed to Z. Cox, 
by J. Greenleaf, per stipula­
tion made with J. Gunn and 
others, supposed, - - 1,000,000 

September 23, conveyed to R. Prime and 
S. Ward for the sum of $180,000, sup­
posed, -

November 27, 1795, conveyed to-
J. Tapthorp eight four-hundredths 

of 6,400,000 acres, or eight shares 
of 16,000 acres each, at 
13 cents, - - 128,000 

T. H. Perkins, 4 shares 
at 13 cents, • -

J. Lloyd, Jun. 5 shares at 
13 cents, 

G. Gunn, 4 shares at 13 
cents, - - -

J. B!agge, 4 shares at 13 
cents, -

64,000 

80,000 

64,000 

64,000 

November 27, 1795, conveyed to-:-
J. Barrull, 30 shares at 12 

cent;, - 480,000 
E. H. Derby, ~o shares at 

13 cents, - 320,000 
L . .Tarvis, 10 shares at 13 

cents, -
J. Peck, 20 shares at 13 

160,000 

cents, - - -
J. Cooper, 4 shares at 13 

320,000 

cents, -
J. Greenleaf, 5 shares at 

64,000 

13 cents, 
"\V. "\Vitmore, 20 shares 

80,000 

13 cents, 320,000 
Cragie and Johnson, 30 

shares at 12 cents 480,000 
John Marston, 5 shares at 

13 cent'!, 
H. Bowman, 20 shares at 

80,000 

13 cents, 
D. Greenleaf, 5 shares at 

320,000 

13 cents, 80,000 
C. Bulfinch & G. Storrs, 

18 shares at 13 cents, - 288,000 
"\V. Suhry, 10 shares at 

13 cents, - -
J. Sullivan, 5 shares at 13 

160,000 

cents, -
\V. Shattark, 5 shares at 

so,ooo 

13 cents, 80,000 

NoTE.-The notes and mol"tgages given 
to J. Greenleaf for the precedini; fifteen 
conveyances, were pledged by him with 
Jones, Jeffrey, ancl Russell, in Boston. in 
security fur the payment of a much smaller 
debt owing by him to them. James Green­
leafhas nevel' received information tha ~ any 
of the notes have been paid, or compro­
mised for; Jones. J elfrey, and Russell are 
responsible to ,villiam Cranch, assignee of 
James Grernleaf; and James Greenleaf is 
appointed his attorney. 
~ovember 28, 1795,conveyed to 

Seth Wilmore, 10 shares at 13 
cents, - - 160,000 

November 28, 1795, conveyed to 
T. Dawes, Jun., 5 shares at 
13 cent~, - - 80,000 

November 28, 1795, conveyed to 
B. Haskell, 75 shares at 21 
cents, - 1,200,000 

NoTE-Notes and mortgages given for 
these three conve_yances, but notliing paid; 
the claims, therefore, are in James Green-
leaf's trustee. , 
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Acres. 

2,000,000 

J.1,500,000 

2,800,000 

s,100,000 

400,000 

8,300,0-00 

3,312,000 

4,988,000 

1,440,000 

3,548,000 
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November 28. 1795, conveyed to A. Cragie 
25 shares (400,000) in security for the 
payment of $25,000, which has been part­
ly paid, - - -

8eptember 13, 1796, conveyed to S. Marsh 
for $28,000, of which about $2,000 un­
paid, - - - -

September 30, 1796, balance conveyed by 
James Greenleaf to George Simpson, in 
trust for the payment of a very large 
amount due to James Greenleaf's credi­
tors;conveyed byGeor~eSimpson,March 
25, 1797, to Henry Pratt and others, for 
the same purpose; James Greenleaf ap­
pointed their attorney, 

Acres. 

400,000 

3,148,000 

700,000 

2,448,000 

JAMES GREENLEAF. 

G. 

To the ~onorable th~ committee o.f the House of Repre­
sentallves on the bill from the &nate for a compromise 
qf the claims of Georgia lands under the act of 7th 
Jamu1ry, 1795. 

The undersigned,,being a claimant, takes the liberty, 
among other claimants, of stating that, of the lands grant­
ed to James Gunn and others, for the Geor~ia Company, 
and by them conveyed to James Greenleaf, one million 
of acres were conveyed by said Greenle:i.ftoJames '\Yil­
SO!), of which million one undivided moiety was, bv the 
said \Vilson and wife, conveyed to the undersigned, by 
deed bearing 1ate the ~4~h of October, 1795; that the 
purchase of th1s half nulhon was made in several undi­
vided parcels by the undersigned and others, for whom 
he holds the title, and to whom he is accountable for the 
proceeds of a sale or compromise; that the rates at whicl1 
these several purchases were made were never made 
known to him, which puts it out of his power to state 
the rates or averae;e rates of those purchases; those made 
by himself, at different periods, make an average offrom 
eleven to twelve and a half cents. 

Havin,e; seen the bill from the Senate, and considering 
that the United States, by a purchase of the lands, have 
b~come a. party in the dispute a3 to the title, and exer­
cise thE; right of decid_ing on the merits of the claims 
afo_resa!d, t~e u~ders1gned would prefer to release and 
r~lmqmsh lus claim, on the terms contemplated in the 
bill from the Senate. to further delay; because it appears 
that the ~laimants have no alternative to which the,, can 
re,;ort without subjecting their patriotism to criticisms 
which, however ill founded, would be unpleasant in the 
extreme; and, as far as the undersigned has any know­
ledge of the claimants, he has no hesitation in declarinu 
his full be]ief tl!at they would all be governed by th~ 
same cons1deratwns. 

ELIE WILLIAMS. 

H. 
GEORGETOWN, .fifarcli H, 1814. 

. Thomas Y:oung, Esq., of Georgia, holds and claims 
m the Georgia Company above 687,600 acres. 

In the Tennessee Company more than thirty shares 
each share one four hundred and twentieth part of th~ 
whole, amounting to about 600,000 acres. 

I have not the amount paid by Mr. Young, but I am 
well informed that he paid, bona .fide, for purchases of 
the Georgia lands, a sum equal to $40,000. 
. I have foll and ample powers to compromise in reh­

twn to theae lands. My powers are on record in the De­
partment of State. 

To the CoxxrTl'I.JE, &c. 
PHILIP B. KEY. 

I. 
_CITY OF WASHINGTON, Jl,[arc!i 12, 181-1. 

The followmg tracts of land, held under the Georgia 
Company, are _owned by citi2:ens of PlJila~lelphia, who 
ha_d _no connex10n whatever, directly or mdirectlr, ;Q the 
or1gmal sale. or P.retended ~ale, to _the said Goo.rg:a Cm,i,, 
pany by t!1e Legislature ot Georgm, in the ye;ir 179,5, or 
m the.takmg out of th_e I!!0ney from the tiwsury of 
Geor~a, uniler_the rescmdmgact, which pa~!i\lli the year 
followmg, to Wit: , 

One tract of seven hundred thousand acres; one tract 
of five hundred_ thousand acres; ancl one trai:( -0f three 
hundred and thirty thousand acres, , 

The two first tracts are held by w· alter Sims, of Phi• 
ladelphia, in trust; and the last mentioned tract by the 
said Sims, iu his own right. They cost the present own• 
ers, as near as can be ascertained here, about eighty­
nine thousan<l dollars, exclusive of interest. James Lyle 
and J.B. Bond1 of Philadelphia, hold an original scrip 
receipt or certificate, signed by the Georgia Company: 
for two thousand six hundred and sixty-six dolla1·s arict 
sixty-six cents, in favor of Benjamin Sims, purporting 
to be for one hundred thousand acres in the Georgia 
Company. 

The undersigned is authorized to state that all of the 
land herein mentioned will be conveyed to the United 
States, agreeably to the bill from the Senate now before 
the House, should it become a law. 

J.B. BOND. 

K. 
MARCH 12 1814. 

At the request of B. Joy, Esq., I certify and declare 
that, at the time of the sales of lands in Georgiahwhicb 
were made in :Massachusetts, under the act of t e first 
mentioned State, I had knowledge of the general course 
of the business, and. at that time, and since, have fre­
quently been consulted as counsel on the subject; and 
have acted, on various occasions, as agent for many of 
the purchasers, being also interested in some of the pur­
chases, and holding some in trust; and, from these 
facts, I_ have the utmo~t confidence that the purch~sers, 
at the time of purchasmg there, were altogether igno­
rant of any fraud by any members of the Legislature of 
Geor[Gia. which macle the grants; but on the contra1·y~ 
fully oelieved that they purchased under the good faith 
of a respectable State. And I further certifr and de­
clare, that I knew a considerable number of iiien there 
who were purchasers, and who, before becoming such 
were ~enerally reputed to be men of large prope1·ty' 
and wno, I fully believe, were so which men after~ 
wards were notoriously poor, and the ~eneral report 
was that they were ruined by purchasing Georgia landq 
which report I have not the least doubt was true; and 'i 
also declare that I knew many others, who were es­
teemed men of property, and of whom it is generally 
said and believed iliat they were also purchasers, anu 
that they have been greatly embarrassed and injured 
but not absolutely ruined. thereby; and that I fullv be: 
lieve that they were purcha~ers, and paid for the l°.Jnds 
for which they contracted; that, though I have not been 
an eye-witness to the actual payment of money, except 
in a very few instances. from my general knowledge of 
the subJect, I have no doubt that many very large sums 
must have been paid, as it is within my knowledge that 
payment of the notes given for these lands was at first 
resisted in the law courts of Massachusetts, but the Su­
preme Court adjudged that they were good, aud the 
title to the land not vacated by the rescinding act of 
Georp;i_a; after which some of the purchasers sunk under 
the weight, aud others strug$led through their embar­
ras,;ments. And I further ueclare that I have full be­
lief and confidence that, should the bill for cowpromis­
ing the claims of the purchasers, which is now before 
Congress, become a law, the purchasers will very gene­
rally agree to the terms of it. This ofinion is founded 
on my knowledge of the principal aric influential men 
among them, and the suffering condition of many of the 
adventm·ers. 

SAMUEL DEXTER. 

To the Hon. the Co~IMITTF.E of the 
House of RepretJenta!ives of U. S. 

L . 

"\VASHINGTON CITY, 11/ai-c!i 12, 18H. 
Sm: In obedience to your request, I have the honor 

to submit to you the following very hasty sketch of the 
principal_ facts an_d circumstan_ces which are within my 
recollect10n relative to the subJect of your present deli­
berations. 

In the summer of 1795, being at Hartford in the State 
of Connecticut, and engaged in several important land 
speculations in connexion with the late l\Ir. Oliver 
Phelps of Canandaigua, I was introduced by that gen, 
tleman to a person then in the city of Hartford by the 
n~me of "\Villiam 1Villiamson, whom l\f r. Phelps repre­
sented to me as being a gentleman from the State of 
Georgia, then on his way to Boston, with a view to ne­
gotiate a sale of the large tract of territory lying between 
the MissJssJppi and Tombigbee rivers, and belonging to 
an association of persons known by the name of the 
Qeorgia Mississippi Company. Until this period, al-
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though I had theretofore been extensively concerned in 
the purchase and sale of wild lands, I had never any 
knowlcllge of the tract in question, or of any fact or cir­
cumstance connected with it. Being, however, inform­
ed by Mr. Phel(ls, with whom I had been before con­
nected in several important speculations in land, that 
the tr,tct alluded to was of great value and deserving of 
attention, I was induced to solicit an interview with 
Mr. Williamson, in the expectation that I might be 
able to render him essential aid in the accomplishment 
of the puq:ioses for which it was understood he was pro­
ceeding to Boston. Accordingly, I waited on \Villiam­
son. arid. on being informed by him that he had been 
employed to etfect a sale of the tract alluded to, it was 
agreed between us to go on to Iloston together} and that 
if I would procure a company to purchase his ands, he 
would allow me a reasonable comm ..,~ion for my servi­
ces. I accordingly accompanied him to Boston, and, in 
the course of a few weeks after our arrival there, a con­
tract for the sale of the lands in question was opened at 
the rate of ten cents per acre; and with the aid of H. G. 
Otis, Esq., who had been associated with me in the 
agency, the subscription was filled and the list com:{'let­
ed in a short time thereafter. The precise tenor ot this 
contract is not within my remembrance, having never 
seen it, nor had occasion to advert to it for many years 
past. I remember, however, that it contained a stipu­
lation on the part of Williamson, that he should pro­
ceed forthwith to the State of Georgia, and procure and 
deliver. within a certain time therem limited, a goOll 
and !'>nfficient deed of conveyance from the company 
owning the land to the yersons named in the contract, 
or such others as shoull be appointed to receive the 
s11.ine. On the other part, it was stipulated that, on re­
ceiving the deed, the purchase money, being ten cents 
per acre, estimating the tract to contain eleven million 
tllree hundred aud eighty-three thousand acres, should 
be secured by notes of hand, with good and sufficient 
endorsers, payable in instalments, at certain ~eriods, 
which, without the aid of certain memoranda and docu­
ments, which I have not now with me, l am unable to 
recollect. It is, however, impressed on my mind that 
the term for the payment of all the instalments was com­
prised within the space of eighteen months from the de­
livery uf the deed. The contract having been thus 
executed, \Villiamson _proceeded, if I mi .. take not, in 
the month of August of that year, from Boston, on his 
way to Georgia, fo1· the purpose of obtaining the con­
veyance, in confo1·mity with the terms of his covenant. 
In the month of January of the year ensuing, most pro­
bablv at the beginning of that month, being in the city 
of Philadelphia, I was met by Mr. \Villiamson, in com­
pany with Amasa Jackson, Esq., now ot the city of 
New York, (who, it seems, lud been united with \Vil­
liam-,on in the agency fot· carrying into effect the con­
tract alluded to,) on their way from Georgia to Boston 
for that purpose. I was informed by these ~entlemen 
that thev we1·e in possession of a deed of conveyance 
from the Georgia :\1ississi(lpi Company, nearly con­
formable with the terms of that contract, and that, with 
certain mlld1ficatinns, the nature of which they did not 
then explain to me, they would be able, on their arrival 
in B11stoa, to carry that contract into eflect. Being en­
gaged in other important busme% in Philadelphia, I 
remained in that city several days afterwards; but Wil­
liam,tJn proceetled immediately to Boston, and within a 
day or two subsequently I followed him, in company 
with Mr. Jackson. 

On my arrival in Boston, the parties in contract with 
Williamson were very soon called together to receive 
his communication~, and with a view to the fulfilment 
of the contract, in conformity with its stipulations. At 
thi,; time, and for several weeks subsequently, I am ab­
solutely certain that an intimation from any quarter had 
never reached B!l-ton with regard to any ~upposed fraud 
in obtainina the original grant from the Legislature of 
Georgia. lt was umlerstuod, aml so had been from the 
commencement of this nego1iation, that certain ques­
tions mi::i;ht arise concerning the title of certain portions 
of the )anti, ;;aid to be claimed by individuals under 
grants from the Crown of Great Britain, as also with 
respect to the rights of the United States; but I can as­
sert, with the utmost confidence, that at this f)eriod a 
i,uspicion had neYer existed in the mind ofa single indi­
-.idual among the purchasers in Boston of any fraud or 
misbehavior in obtaining the 01 iginal grants from the 
Georgia Legislature, nor the shadow of doubt that the 
grantees were in full possession of all the title which had 
ever belonged to that State. On the contrary. at the 
periorl refe1·red to, the purchasers under Williamson 
appt>ared to he not only c.atisfied, but extremely elated 

with their bargain; and, indeed, so sanguine were their 
expectations, that several instances occurred within my 
knowled1;:e and recollection of sales havina been made 
by individuals, parties to the contract atFuded to, of 
certain portions of their interest therein, at an advance 
of from thirty to fifty per cent. 

Such was the state of feeling and opinion on this 
subject at the first meetin& which took place between 
the B'JSton pui·chasers ana "Williamson on his return 
from Georgia. Their expectations were. however, in 
some measure, disturbed by the statement which was 
made by 'Williamson at this meeting, that though he 
was in possession of the deed, he was not authorized to 
make a dehvery of it on the precise terms specified in 
the contract; that certain modifications of Lhe terms 
agreed upon were indispensably requisite; and that, un­
less these qualifications were a~sented to, his only alter­
native would be to recede from his contract. and to 
subject himself to the penalty therein provided for the 
case of its non-fol filment. 

One of the qualifications which he then proposed was, 
that the purchasers ~hould pay, in money, on receiving 
the deed. onecentperncre, in addition to the ten cents sti­
pulated in the contract. Another condition was, that in 
place of a deed containing the covenants contemplated 
m the contl'act, the purchasers ia;hould accept the convey­
ance which is now before the committee, containing 
particular restrictions aud limitations with regard to the 
responsibility of the granters in the case of a failure of 
title. After much discussion and altercation at several 
successive meetings, in which the contest was conducted 
with infinite address and ingenuity on the part of "\Vil­
liamson, the foregoing conditions were eventually assent­
ed to, the former with the less hesitancy, inasmuch as 
the reported value of this property was at these periods 
actually enhanced nearly fifty per cent.; and with re'?anl 
to the latter condition, notwithstanding the dubious 
aspect which it seemed at first to present, it was s.o 
managed and softened by the statements and explana­
tions of \\Tilliamson, as to be made eventually to seein 
objectionable rather m form than in substance. It was, 
among other things, as I well remember, urged by him, 
that as the grantors named in the deed were acting in 
the capacity of mere agents and trustee5 for a company 
composed of a great number of individuals, and as the 
interest of the said grantors in thi1o property was com­
paratively inconsiderable, it would be unreasonable to 
require of them any thing like a warranty of title, or 
even a quit-claim deed, in such form as should leave 
them personally liable, in any possible event, to refund 
the immense sum of money which was about to pass 
through their hands, merely for the benefit and use of 
those whom they represented; that whatever might be 
the perfect clearness and certainty of the title, it could 
not be expected that any set of men of ordinary prudence 
would be wiliing to incur so heavy a responsibility. It 
was, moreover, stated, that as the parties executing this 
deed were men of but moderate fortunes, they would 
not be able, in case of a failure of title, if their covenants 
were ever so absolute, to refund any considerable pro­
portion of the immense sum for which they would be 
legally responsible. It was also suggested that the 
Georgia Company had always contemplated, in the 
event or a sale, to stand exempted, by exRress sthiula­
tions, from all possible responsibility for defect of title 
arbing from the claims of the United States, or from 
grants to individuals under the Crown of Great Britain; 
and, on this account, the particular qualifications which 
now appear in the deed ought to be regarded as being 
perfectly reasonable and appropriate. It was not for­
gotten by Williamson. in tlie course of the frequent dis­
cussions which took place on these points, to urge, with 
great emphasis and ability, the unquestionable validity 
of his title to all the rights which liad ever appertained 
to the State of Georgia, and that the purchasers ought to 
be 'latisfied to repose on the faith of that respectable State. 
These and "Various other considerations, which were from 
time to time urged by ,vmiamson, were followed up on 
all occa.~ions by manifestations of the most perfect indif­
ference on his part whether the terms he had proposed 
should Ol" should not be accepted; professing always a 
reatlines~, and, as was imagined, a disposition also, to 
rescind the contract, and to hold himself accountable for 
the ~pecific penalty therein provided for such an event~ 
Under these circumstances, after much discusston and 
deliberation, it was at lenith agreed by the purchasers 
to accept his terms, as bemg the best that could be ob­
tained from him. The deed was accordingly delivered, 
and at the same time the one cent per acre in money, 
was actually paid by_~each purchaser, and the notes of 
hanil delivered to Williamson and Jarbon for the 
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:remaining ten cents, in conformity with the terms of the 
contract. ,vithout the aid of a single memorandum or 
document of any kind, and having ha? no oc_casion for 
many years past to retrace the foregoing series of cir­
cumstances, it is impossible for me to recollect the 
precise period at which the deed and the notes of hand . 
were exchanged, as above stated. It is, however, strongly 
impressed on my mind that this must have occurred some 
time abowt the middle of February, 1796. Be this, how­
ever. as it may, I feel myself authorized, from a most 
perfect recollection of a chain of circumstances, to state, 
that up to the ·period when the contract was carried into 
execution, as before mentioned, and for a considerable 
time afterwards, the purchasers in Boston were utterly 
ignorant that aqy imputation of fraud had ever been con­
ceived a!;ainst the original grantees under the State of 
Georgia; and I am well assured that, had the &lightest 
suspicion of this kind existed in the minds of the pur­
ehasers, they could not have been persuaded to engage 
in the SJ)eculation ,0n any terms that could have been 
pmposed, much less to have placed in jeopardy their 
entire fortunes, as most of the contractors certainly did, 
by being,concernei:l•in the contract referred to. I am 
the more·eonfirmed·as to the entire correctness of thi& 
statement,,from my perfect recollection of the astonishing 
,effect protluced on the minds of the purchasers in Boston 
by the first rumors, vague and indefinite as they were, 
\Vhich preceded the intelligence of the actual rescinding 
of the grant by the Geor0-ia Legislature, and by the 
.consideration, moreover, that at the first moment the 
.certainty of that fact was made known in 11oston, the 
lands referted to. which, until the first intimations of 
fraud had reacaed us, were selling currently at from 
thirteen to sixteen cents per acre, were. so materially 
aifected .• that sales could not afterwards have been made 
at any price. 

In this state of ihings the purchasers had at first re­
solved. as the mode affording the best J)rospect of escape 
from the impending ruin. to contest the validity of the 
notes of hand th.ey·had issued, on the O'round of a total 
failure of con-sideration; and, accordingiy, the payments 
were not made at the periods stipulated. This question 

was, however, soon put at rest by a decision in the 
Supreme Court of Massachusetts, in a case wherein I 
was of counsel for the defondaut, ( the case of Derby and 
Blake,) in which, after a full argument upon every point 
which could arise upon the notes, their validity, and the 
inefficacy of the rescinding act of Georgia, so far as a 
judicial decision of the highest tribunal of the State could 
extent!, were fully established. The purchasers were 
then left to make the best term~ they could with Messrs. 
'\Villiamson and Jackson, who we1 e the holders of these 
securities. 

With regard to the sums of money which were from 
time to time paid to Williamson and Jackson in satis­
faction of these uotes, I am unal,le to communicate any 
precise informat,011. It is obvwus that this can be as­
certained only by reference to the particular manner in 
which each of the purchasers satisfied his own particular 
debt. I have, however, been well acquainted with the 
terms upon which several of the most considerable pur­
chasers adjusted those claims with Messrs. Jackson and 
\Villiamson; and I have reason to believe that, making 
all pr_oper allowance for ~everal instances of insolvency. 
and for all other deductions, the money actually paid 
upon these notes conld not have been less than seven• 
eleventh.s of the whole sum stipulated. 

It ought to be understood that the fore~oing very crude 
and imperfect statement is the result of present recol­
lectiou only. unaided by a single paP.er or document of 
any kind relative to the subject. fhe principal facts 
are, aowever, so familiar to me, that I tlunk I cannot be 
mistaken with regard to any of the material circum• 
stances herein detailed. It should, moreover, be under­
stood that I have still an interest in the property alluded 
to, and that, for this reason, it has been with much hesi­
tancy that I have consented to make any statement 
respecting it. 

I halVe the honor to be, sir, with the greatest respect. 
Your most obedient serYant. 

GEORGE BLAKE. 

To the Hon. CHAIRMAN of the Committee 
oR tlie l'i1zoo Claims.. 

13th CoNGRE(<S. No. 224 

,CLAIM 8F OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS OF THE VIRGINIA LINE, ON STA.1.1E ESTABLISH­
MENT, FOR BOUNTY LA.ND. 

COMMUNICATED TO TUE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVKS MARCH 25, 1814. 

Mr. NELSON, from 'the committee to whom was refen·ed 
the J)etition of Jasper Anderson, and a resolution of 
the House of Representatives of the 27th January 
,directing an inquiry into the justice of makin~ good 
certain oounties in land promiser! during the revolu­
tionary war, by the Commonwealth of Virginia, to her 
,officers and soldiers, seamen and marines, on State 
establishment, made tl1e following report: 

That, durin~ the war of the revolution, the Common­
wealth of Vir~mia, holding within her chartered limits 
large tracts of unappropt-iated lands, to fill up the com­
plement of het· troops did offer bounties in lands to those 
who -should Join her standard, either in the regiments for 
the service of the United States, or in her own State 
-establishment. That, in pursuance of these promises 
neld out, she engaged men in the land and sea service, 
on continental and on State establishment, who, fulfill­
mg the duties required of them, anticipated the perform­
ance of the contract on the part of the State. That a 
-certain portion of the public lands on the south and west 
boundmy of that State. was set apart as a fund for the 
i!atisfaction of these public engagements; but this tract 
of country, lying contiguous to North Carolina, between 
whom and Virginia the boundary bein,e; then unsettled, 
Jeft its ei::tent within the territory of Virginia indefinite 
:and uncertai"' was afterwards, by the establishment of 
the line between these two adjoining States. so far 
-diminished as to leave the engagements, to a very con­
siderable amount, on the part of that:fitate, unsatisfied 
and unfulfilled. That, at the time this fund was set 
apart by Virginia, and also at the time she made these 
~ngage.mGn~ she held within her limits and as part of 

her territory.., an immense tract of country northwest of 
the riv.er Ohio, whic~ forming a part of her then unap­
propriated lands, was equally subject to the fulfilment 
of her engagements with her officers and soldiers. That 
the Congress of the United States, calling on the States 
forming the confederatio"' who held tracts of unsettled 
lands, to throw them into a common stock to form a 
common fund to support us in the struggle for our inde­
pendence, and to enable tke States to maintain tl1eir 
plighted faith in their public engagements pure and un­
sullied, the State of V1r:ginia promptly obeyed the call, 
and transferred to the United States the whole of her 
territory northwest of the river Ohio, only stipulating for 
the fulfilment !of those engagements which she had 
made to her officers and soldiers; to those officers and 
soldiers who had served tlie common cause of all the 
States, 3:nd jn all th~ benefits resulting from whose high 
and meritortous service;, every State had equally parti• 
cipated. That, in the cE>ssion made, a p.i·o,,ision was 
contained securing the-claims of the officers and soldiers 
on continental establishment, but omitting therein the 
State service. It aplie.1rs by the journals of the House 
of Dele~ates of Virgmia, in the first proposition macie 
by the United States for a cession, that the State froops 
were equally included with the continental troops; 
whence 1t is presumed that the United States had notice 
of this claim. In the progress of the treaty, it appears, 
that the State troops are left out without any cause 
assigned for it; andhfinaUy, the cession was consumma­
ted, securing only t e claims of the ti-oops on the conti­
nental establishment. 

These promises were made by Vir~nia holding these 
public lauds. By the transfer of their lands, she is ren-
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extended to the circumja.cent lands, and produced an 
enhancement of value of at least five hundred per cent­
um. The committee, upon the view of the case of the 
petitioners, which they liave taken and e~hibited, are of 
opinion that they have a well founded claim to the bene­
ficial interposition of the National Legislature; and 
therefore report a bill for quieting and adjusting claims 
to the lands in the Mississippi Territory. 

.R. list of British grants .filed with the Re~ster of the 
Lancl Ojfice at T?asltin!{lon, 11:lississippi Territory, 
and claimed by non-resiaents. 

Acres, Acres. 
Earl of Ealinton, near Natchez, - 20,000 
F. A. Haldeman, three h·acts, near 

Natchez - - - - - 1,500 
Sir G. B. Rodney's heirs, on the Missis-

sip)Ji above Natchez, - - - 5,000 
John Stevenson, three tracts a few miles 

from Natchez, 3,000 
Augustin Prevost, do. do. 9,ooo 
M1·s. ,v egg, do. do. - 3,000 
Elihu Hall Bay, of South Carolina, several 

tracts, - 16,375 
Alex. McCullah, do. d<?. . . - 3,700 
Philip Barbour, Governor of V1rg1111a, on 

the Mississippi, at Grand Gulf, - . 2,000 
Robert Farmer's heirs, of Pennsylvama, 

on Tombigbee, - - - - 3,000 
Thomas Davy, now Admiral Spry, bayou 

Pierre, &c. - - - - - 3,500 
William "Wilton's heirs, several tracts, 1,600 
James Amos, on MississipJ)i, - - . 600 
John Peck, of Boston, legal representative 

of Thaddeus Lyman, bayou Pierre 20,000 
-92,275 

The following claimed by Seth Hunt: 
For the heirs of Herbert Munster, near 

Natchez, - - - - . 2,000 
For the representatives of :Major Francis 

Hutchinson, near N:atchez, -. . -: . 3,000 
Fo1· Sir ,vmiam Dallmg, on l\11ss1ssipp1, 

fifteen miles above Natchez, - - 5,000 
For the heirs of Hon. John Vaughan, above 

Natchez - - - - 1,000 
For the heirs of Thomas Creik, 1,000 
For the heirs of Capt. Thomas Boyd, near 

Natchez - - - - 1,350 
For thehei;sofJohn Bradley, near Natchez, 4,140 
For Major Thomas Gamble, near Natchez; 

two tracts - - - - 2,000 
For Admirai Sir Richard Onslow, on Mis-

sissippi? below Natchez, - - 1,000 
Forthehe1rs of Maj. John Small, near Nat-

chez - - - - 3,000 
For Sylvester Fanning, at Loftus Heights, 2,000 
For the heirs of John Jones, at Loftus 

Heights, - - - - 600 
For the Earl of Harcourt, forks of Second 

and Homochitto, - - 10,000 
For Admit·al Ferguson2 back of Natchez, 3,000 
For Captain Nunn, back of Natchez, - 3,000 
For Admiral McDougal, bayou Pierre-?-. - 3,000 
For the heirs of Arthur Neil, bayou Huf-

falo - - - - 3,500 
For th~ heirs of William Burrows, - 600 
For the heir of Thomas Comyn, on Missis-

sippi - - - - 10,000 
For Admiral Bentick, - - 10,000 
For the heirs of PhiliJ> Affieck, - 5,ooo 
For Robert Tindalli Esq., - 2,000 
For Samuel Fortine lo, - - 3,000 
For Louis Gordon, - - - 3,000 

---82,190 

Acres, - 174,465 

Remarks on the claims to land in the Mississippi Ter­
ritory. 

There are in the Mississippi Territory and in other 
parts of the United States, a number of speculators who 
are anxinn., to eng1·oss as much of the va\nable lands of 
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the Territory as possible, while, on the other hanci, there 
are a number of poor men who have settled themselves 
down on vacant land and made improvements, who are 
well worthy of protection. Some of _the_ lands we~e 
granted by the British Government wlule it was a B!"l· 
tish province, and others again by the Spaniards, while 
under the Government ot Spain. In consequence of 
many persons settling where 1t suit~d them. on. ';acant 
or patented land without regard either to British tor 
Spanish grants, there has arisen a great variety of clasl1-
ing claims to lands, which have been spun out by the 
memorialists to the number of thirty-two kinds or class­
es of claims? but all these may be comprised within a 
few principal heads. The following, it is presumerl, 
will be found to embrace the whole of those which have 
been enumerated, viz: 

1st. Lands ~ranted by the B1·itish Government, and 
held in possession ever since by the fil'st proprietors, or 
their assigns, to the present time. 

2d. Lands granted by the British Governors by vit-tue 
of mandamus from the King, which have never been oc­
cupied by the grantees or their agents. 

3d. Lands granted by British letters patent, containing 
certain conditions, to be performed in three years from 
the date of grant; otherwise to be forfeited, on failure of 
ihe improvements. 

4th. Spanish grants on vacant lands. 
5th. Spanish "rants on lands formally granted by the 

British. 
0 

6th. Lands sold by the Span~sh Govei:_nment, ~or the 
supposed rebellion of the proprietor, durmg the siege of 
Pensacola. 

7th. Lands for which warrants of_ survey had been 
obtained before the Spanish treaty, but not presented 
till after the treaty. 
, 8th. \Varrants obtained since, and lio patent. 

9th. Settlements by occupancy. 
10th. Companies claiming u~der .G~orgia. . 
From the foregoing enumerations 1t 1s ea~y to perceive, 

that a wide fielcl is opened for spe~ulations. I have 
given each claim a cursory considemtion. 

1st. In answer to the first claim. there can be no 
doubt on this head. Every man holclint; under a valid 
grant, and always occupying his lands m consequence 
ofit, such a riglitmust be inchsputable. . 

2d. With respect to mandamus grants from the Kmg, 
there is no difference between them and other grants 
when made, except that, prior to the passing of the grant, 
the British Governors baa a discretionary right to grant 
or refuse as they thought proper; but when comf!landed 
by the King, it was peremptor11; they were obhged to 
obey, and pass the grant. Such were al! those kin~s of 
grants made by the Crown for extraordmary services, 
and were generally large grants, from ten to twenty or 
twenty-five thousand acres each. ,vhen once they pass­
ed the great seal, (fo1· whatever quantity they might be,) 
they were exactly UJ)on the footmg of ~11 other grants, 
and must be.';?overnecl by the same prmc1ples as goTern 
every other J:Sritish grant. 

3d. Lands granted by British letters 1:atenf, contain­
ing certain conditions to be performed m three years, 
otherwise to be forfeited. 

There were conditions imposed upon the grantee, to 
make certain buildings,and clear a given quantity ofland, 
in three years after the date of the grant, and are exactly 
similar to those which were inserted in the grants 
throughout all the British colonies, while they remained 
as such. But there never was an instance of a forfeiture, 
or an instance of one acre being resumed by the Crown 
in any part of America. Indeed it could only be done 
in a Comt of Exchequer, which had r.eculiarly the care 
of the King's rights. But no such tribunal ever existed 
in America, though it was at one period in the contem­
plation of the British ministers, but never carried into 
execution. 

All the commissions in the colonies to the governors 
and judges )Jermitted the exercise of the powers of 
the courts of Dlzancery, King's Ben.cit, Common Pleas, 
~-c. None ever possessed the powers of a_ Court of Ex­
chequer; of cour~e there !!ever was a forleitu~e. E".en 
in that court an inquest might be found by a Jury which 
was tmversablei and the party might pleacl to it, and de­
ny the fact, (?r. snow that h~ was excused.from p_erform­
ing the conditions. One thmg, however, is certam, that, 
if the British Government lay br, and never took ad­
vantage of.the non-perf?rmance o anY. of thes_e_ condi­
tions, durmg all the tnue the colomes remamed de­
pendent on the Crown, (for the forfeiture was the Crown 
of Great Britain) no third party, 1vho is a stranger to the 
01·iginal contract, can ever avatl lnmselfof it. 
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, ,1th. Spanish "rants on vacant lands. . • may dispose of it as his property, treat it as he pleases, 
There can be l'ittle doubt but that after· Yf est Florida according to the common expression of treating it as a 

wa:,; ceded to Srain the Spanish Government11ad a right conquereil country. Hence, he says, the origin of de­
to grant va:ant lands. But it is well worthy of observa- spotic Governments, who reduce man to the state of 
tion, that all the Spanish ,!!rants were mere tenancies at transferable goods, (that is, slaves,) who deliver them 
will. None of them create fee simple estates, or make up as the patrimony of another man. This (saya the 
them transcendable of right to heirs. The grantee was same author) is not arguing on principles of reason, or 
removable, at the pleasure of the Spanish governors or becoming humanity. The whole right. of a conqueror 
commandants, whenever they thoug~t proper, and gene- proceeds from a just defence of himself, which contains 

• rally on the death of the grantee the land was given. to the prosecution and support of his own just rights. "\f e 
another, unless there was a son grown up who could give • m·e always to remember that the law of nature permits 
a douceur to the Spanish governor, &c. The truth is, no injury to be done to an enemy, unless in ·taking mea-

• that few or none of these lands were run out, or granted sm·es necessary for a just defence and a reasonable 
to ;·ea! Spaniards, or, if they w_ere, the grantees were security.''* 
nominal, and r ersons who never mtended to settle them. Locke, on Civil Government, treating on the rights of 
They were purchased up by American monopolizers, or conquerors, says: "The conqueror may gain a power 
speculators, who paid_ but a trifle to those.nominal ~ran- over those subdued, (that is, soldiers in arms,) b~t not 
tees, and who no1v WISh to convert them mto fee simple over the lives and fortunes of those not engaged m the 
estates, and who are to be the loud advocates for the war; nor over the possessions, ev·en of those who are in 
poor, &c. If a true census could be taken of the mha- arms, and actually engaged in the service. He cannot 
bitants of the i\Iississi!)pi Territory, with a proper dis- take the goods and possessions from the wife and chil­
~rimination of land holilers, it_ wou Id appear that not (!De dren. They too had a right and title to the goods he en­
m twenty throughout the Ternto1·y were settlerstrustmg joxed, and a share in the estate he possessed."t 
to Spanish grants, but those who, under pretence of From the foregoing principles of Vatel, and the other 
Spanish grants. have got claims to lands which they now authors-quoted, I thinK it is evident, that the King of 
wish to retain in order to sell out again to emigrants, Spain acquired no other right by his conquest than what 
who may hereafter go down to that country in order to appertained to the Kin« of Great Britain at the time this 
make their fortunes. country was given up fu Spain. These rights were that 

5th. Spanish grants on lands which had formerly been of sovereignty and dor..imon~aud the riint of soil in all 
granted away by the Bt·itish Government. . the vacant lands, or lands not granted, m the tenitorJC. 

This forms by far the most important class of claims, But the right of individuals, or peaceable subjects or 
in the Mississippi Territory; and is, indeed, of ten times citizens, remained inviolable. By that, I mean inviolra­
as 1uuch impot·tance and consequence as all the rest ble by any known or approved modern principle of the 
(which are enumerated) put together. Jaw of nations. . 

In the course of the seventeen or ei~hteen years that I do admit that princes have sometimes exercised a 
"\Vest Florida remained to Great Britam, as a colony ot· power of di~posing of private possessions as they pleased; 
province, a lat·ge proportiop. of !he most valuable lands but this is a power wit!wut right, whic~ constitutes 
had been granted away to mdiv1duals from the Natchez. tyi-anny,:t: No man, however, who holds himself bound 
down to Manchac. TC? ind1:1ce Congress, therefore, to by civi obligations will or can justify such a privation of 

• give some kind of sanction to any measure to defeat or rightful rossessions a moment after the tyrant's power 
call in question these original grants, orj«ive some kind ceases. With that power, every thing built upon it 
of sanction to thos~ new Spanish grants, aid upon them ceases, and tumbles into ruins. I do admit further that 
so as to deprive the ori~nal proprietors of their freeholds, sometimes cruel and hard stipulations are forced upon a 
was one of the principal objects of the memorialists. To conquered country by treaties and capitulations; by 
accomplish this end no pains has been spared, nor will which the faith -of the-nations, and particularly that of 
any thmg be omitted or untried, within the reach of the the contracting parties, may, in a great degree, be bound. 
memorialists and others. It is a matter of primary im- None, however, of that kind, ever existed in the capitu­
portance to them; for if they can, by this side blow, set Iatiou or treaty between Great Britain and Spain 
aside the old British grants, and convert these new respecting "\Vest Florida.§ . 
Spanish possessory rights into fee simple estates,_t11ey By the capitulatio~ in 1781, between Don _Galvez and 
will then be masters of a very valuable part ot the General Campbell, eighteen months were given to the 
Territory. But it has always appeared to me that this inhabitants who held property to sell, (if they chose,) 
was a matter of judicial investigation rather than for but there is nothing in 1t compulsory or obligatory to sell 

• legislative interference; and this, too, on principles of if they did not choose, m· to incur any thing like a for­
the law of nations, and not on any municipal regulations; feiture, unless such sale was made. Those who chose 
uron this ground, therefore, let us proceed to consider to retain their estates, and trust to some fortunate event 
this important article in the enumeration of claims pre- for better times to possess themselves of them, or make 
ferred bv the memorialists. sales of them, had a right so to do. There is not a sen-

One of the fundamental principles by writers on the tence in the capitulation to the contrary, nor is there any 
laws of nations, respecting acquisitions in war by con- thin.g mentioned in the definitive treaty of peace on the 
quest, is, "that a prmce, taking a town or province from subject,11 nor any thing from which such an inference 
an enemy, can justly acqui1·e over it the same right, can be drawn. In fact, it is perfectly silent on the 
particularly with regard to lands, as belonged to the occasion, and this leaves room for the application of 

• sovereign against whom he took up arms.''* another great leading principle in the law of nations, 
- The same author, ( Vatel,) further treating on this laid down by.Yafei on this subject, to wit: "Thin~s-not 
subject, says: " For~erly in conquests e-yen individuals menti9ned in the treaty of peace r~main i~ the ronaition 
lost their lands, and 1t 1s not strange that m the first ages whe1·em they happen to be at the time of its conclusion, 
of Rome such a custom prevailed. The wars of that era and are tacitly ceded on both sides."f 
were carried on between popular republics and commu- Besides, it was notorious to all tlie world that real 
nities. The State possessed very little,and the quarrel estates could not be sold among the Spaniards at that 
was in· reality the common cause of all the citizens. time; they would not give money for them, not over the 
But at present war is less terrible to the subject; things thousandth part of then- value, and none others could 
are transacted with more humanity; it is against one purchase. Theclause,therefore,in the capitulation,as 
sovereign that another makes war, a!ld not against the !O landed property, ~vas illusory-a phant!)m-a thing 
quiet subjects; the conqueror lays Ins hands upon the m name only, but void of substance or reahty. 
possessions of the State or what belongs to the public, .But giving the utmost latitude which is contended for 
while private persons are permitted to retain theirs."t respecting the time. given by this capitulation, it is not 
It was upon this ground (says Vatel, in page 329). that even pretended that 1:ietween the r,igning of tliat instru­
the King of Prussia, in the conquest of $ilesia from ment and the definitive treaty any lands were ever dis­
Austria, was obliged to take it subject to the debts due posed of.by the Spanish Government. It was tem~­
to the English merchants, for which it was mortgaged. rary in its 11atu1·e, as were also the stipulations in it, It 
Subjects and neuters suffer but indirectly by the war, ceased and became void upon the signinl?j of the definitive 
and to them the result is, that they" only change masters treaty. By the terms of this capitulation, "West Flo­
or payma,ters. rida was to remain 10 Spain till the conclusion of_the wart 

Again, the same judicious author observes: ''Some thr.n to be subject to the disposal of their Britannic 
have dared to advance the monstrous principle that the 
conquero1· is absolute master of his conquest,and that he 

* Vatel, 574; Grot. 580, note 2, of chap. 6, of3d book. See 
ulso Puff. Lib. 81 chap. 6, page 102. Locke on •~ivil Govern-
ment, chap. 15. t V11te!, 575. _ 

• Vatel, page 576. t Locke, 2d vol. fo. page 218, 
* Locke on Government, 2d vol. page 224. 
§ See the capitulation. 
II _See the dt>finitive treaty in 1783, between f;pain and Great 

Britain. 'II Vatel, page 589. 
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and Cat!iolic l',[ajestie.s.'' In the definitive treaty, this 
e&J?itulation is not even referred to, nor any of its stipu­
lations made the basis of any part of the treaty. It there­
fore became as null and void as if never made or en­
tered into. 

It is highly probable that the great mistake the memo­
rialists have committed respecting the time given for 
selling lands, and the prolongation of it by Spain, has 
t.aken its rise from the circumstance of their relying on 
the· terms mentioned in this capitulation, and not on the 
definitive tteaty of feace; when, in fact, the former had 
ceased to exist, am the lattel' ij totally silent on that im­
p<>_rtant subject; which leaves every thing respecting 
West Fl•1rida·and all its landed concerns to be deter­
mined by the law of nations and the principles of natu­
ral justice. It is also worthy of remark, that there is 
nothing said in the treaty of 1795, with Spain, concern­
ing these Spanish grants, on lands formally l!jiven away 
by the British Govemment, or any other claims to pn­
vate _property whatever, which leaves every thin~ re­
specting private rights to be ultimately determinert by 
the foregoing rules and principles. 

,Vhile on this subject of the law of nations. it is as 
well to noticeanotherprincip!eof national law ,connected 
with the particular subject under consideration, and that 
is the Jus Postliminium. * 

The Jus Po.stliminium is that by whi<;h 11erBons and 
things taken by an· enemy are restored to their former 
state, or owners, when coming again under the power 
of the nation to which they formally belonged. The 
foundation of this right is predicated upon the reciprocal 
obligations of sovereigns and ;;abjects in monarc!tie.s, 
and of State and citizen in republics. The former are 
bound to protect persons and estates, and the latter to 
yield theit· money and services to furnish the means of 
protection. Hence that great obligation of States to re­
store to citizens their rights and estates which, by for­
tunate events, shall be brought back under their p,,wer 
and dominion. \Vhen a town or province, therefore, 
surrendering to the enemies' arms, is retaken by its sove­
reign, the subjects or citizens the1·eby become restored 
to all their former 1·ights. t 

As to immoveables, (that is laud,) it is to be remem­
bered that the acquisition is not complete, till con.firmed 
by treaty of peace· and when a country once conquered 
is afterwards :.ubciued and brought under the jm·isdic­
tion of another, (or is ceded to another country,) they 
underio the same destiny, a, when first conquered, as 
naturally as a part follows the whole.t 

"The1·e is a distinction between movables and im­
movables. The acquisition of the first in war must be 
considered as valid am\ lawful; because, if the ancient 
proprietor cou Id reclaim them from neutral people, where 
commerce had transported them. every State would find 
itself exposed to war ngainst its will, as it would be 
obliged to examine whether the thing taken be good p1;ze 
or not.''§ 

•• But as to immovables, I do not find (adds the author) 
that it is established by the common consent of nations, 
that the ancient owner ou~ht to have less right against 
the third person, who holcts under the enemy, by what 
title soever acquired, than agdinst the enemy himself, 
unless tlia.tan ancient owner has declared in some manner 
that he has abandoned his right; and, in case of a tmns­
fer or·cession of country, immovables being in their na­
ture immovable, those to whom a State, which has taken 
them from an enemy, would resign them, can hardly be 
ignorant of the manner in which the enemy possessed 
them."11 

Another principle laid down by the same author, is, 
that this postliminary right is. n~t barred by prescription, 
for (says he} lands by postbmmy shall be restored to 
their fo1·mer owners, not admitting those prescriptions 
of time against them which the Roman laws had intro­
duced, which seems lo be of very ancient date. •'Thus 
the Lacedemonians restored the island of .iEgina, re• 
covered from the Athenians, to the ancient lords. So 
Justinian and other Emperors restored the lands re­
covered from the Goths and Vandals to the heir8 of the 
ancient po.ssessors, uotwith,taritling the right of posses­
aion set up against them.''f 

And so it was provided by the laws of Spain that 
counfries and other hereditary jurisdictions shall return 
bypostliminy, in what manner soever the sovereign gets 
possess10n of it. 

* Vatel, 531. t V:1tel, poge 533. t Va.tel, p>gcs J29, 589. 
§ Grot. lib. 3, ch·tp. 6, pa:;-, 530, also note 2. . 
II Puff. de officio. H<>m anl Liv. I;t,. 2, chap. xvi. page 

303 '11 Grot. page 622. 

By a law of the Emperor Honoi-ius, it was declared 
that though Spain was left in possession of the Vandals, 
yet, while the Vandals possessed it, he would not allow 
a prescription of thirty years to prPjmlice the ancient 
loras. • 

And, in like manner, with res11ect to lands in Africa 
possessed by: the Vandals a great length of time, it was 
decided by the council of Seville that the. church ought 
to recover the lands and.parishes it had before the war, 
and that it cannot be deprived of tlzi.s right by pl'escrip­
tion, just as, by the Roman Jaws, a prisone1· of war re­
covers his possessions when he returns from captivity, 
without respect to time or limitarion. • 

From these postliminanJ principles last quoted, it may 
be clearly and fairly inferred (if not proved beyond all 
contradiction) that if ,vest Florida had been recon­
quered by Great Britain in the course of the war, the 
latter would have been bound to have restored back to 
all the ancient proprietors the lands which belonged to 
them before the conquest; or, if Spain had ceded hack 
to Great Britain the province, it would have been bound 
by the same principles. 

This territory, however, never was reconquered by 
Great Britain, but ceded to the United States. Do not 
the United States, therefore, as to all private rights, 
stand exactlv in the shoes of Spain r Did they not ac­
quire it, by this act of cession, with all the advantages, 
and subject to all the rules and obligations by whicli 
Spain held it prior to the cession r They surely did ; 
and if Spain was. under these obli~ations to protect, to 
preserve the vested rig/its of individuals; shall it ever 
be said that a fl'ee country, which boasts of a constitu­
tion founded on civil liberty and the protection of pro• 
perty, will ever abandon ri.ghts origjinating in the irnmu- • 
table and everlasting principles of Justice, and the gene­
ral and universal consent and law of nations, as well 
ancient as modern ? I trust posterity will never have 
it in their power to brand our common country with such . 
flagrant injustice. 

Hitherto Coue;ress, botl1 by the acts and resolutions of 
that body. has carefully @arded against any interfer­
ence of the temporary uovernment of that country, 
with respect to private claims to lands in that territory, 
until some competent tribunal shall be established for 
the trial of them. The act of December, 1800, has ex­
wessly restrained the. Assembly of the Mississippi 
.rerritory from passing any law which might affect the 
right of Georgia, or of any other person or persons, to 
the right of soil in that territory; but all such rights and 
claims are declared to be as firm and availableasiftlzat 
act ha<l never passed. And the 10th section of the said 
act points out a mode of a'icertaining such claims; but 
this mode seems to be defective, inasmuch as it is in a 
summary way not authorised by the constitution. 

. The late convention between Georgia and the United 
States (if Georgia had any rii:;ht to the territory) stipu­
lated for the actual settler" within the Mississippi Ter­
ritory in October, 1795, whetherclaimingunder British 
or Spanish grants, or by occupancy; but the J)ointof the 
subsequent Spanish gmnts laid on prior -to British pa­
tented lands is not mentioned. This point is, therefore, 
left com11letely open to the admission of all the forego­
in" principles of the laws of nations. 

\·he last point I shall touch upon under this head is 
the conduct of the United States after our revolutionary 
war. All the titles of British subjects to lands (except 
those confiscated by the different States) were held sa­
cred and secul'erl, to individuals, many of whom hacl 
taken up arm-~ against .llmerica; and although, after the 
war, many of the officers and soldiers, ·who had fought 
for American Independence, obtained warrants of sur­
vey, and got gmnts passed upon the old Brill.sh grrints, 
yet not one of them was ever recognised by our courts 
of justice. The rights of the ori~nal g1-antees were 
universally protected and secured~ to them ot· their as-
signs. . 

6th. The sixth ground of claini stated by the memo­
rialists is,sales ma,!e by the Spanish Government for the 
supposed rebellion of the owner. 

Ir any such cases did exist, (of which there is great 
doubt,) it must have been for efforts made by Bfitish 
subjects before the peace to retake the fortofthe Natchez 
during the siege of Pensacola, and a;ain to reduce that 
part of the country under the British dominion; but 
eveu supposing tlm,.act of treason had been committed, 
the Spanish Government could only sell the property 
of the offender at the time when the supposed offence 
was committed. . The cases alluded to by the memo~ 
rialists are cases, it is believed, of this kind. 



7b2 PIJ.BLIC LANDS. [1814. 

7th. Lands for which warrants of survey were ob­
tained before the treaty in 1795, but not patented till 
after the treaty. 

A warrant of survey is only an inchoate rio-ht, which 
is the authority to the surveyor to designate the bound­
aries. The passing a grant is transferring the soil to 
the grantee within these boundaries. This supposes a 
right on the part of the State gnmting, which did not 
(after the treaty) exist in Spain. It follows. of course, 
then, that any grant made by the Spanish Government 
afterwards must be ipso facto null and void. It may, 
however, be an equitable ground for the American Go­
~ernment to prefer such a claim when a land office shall 
be opened. 

8th. ,varrants of survey-obtained since the treaty. 
These are null and vmd, for the reasons last above 

mentioned. 
9th. Titles by occupancy. 
This is a kind of title which deserves some consider­

ation, because it is often relied upon, though not well 
understood. 

\<Vith respect to postliminary rights, we have seen 
above that prescriptions shall not bar the original owner 
fro.m. recovering them; no length of possession shall de­
feat ms claim.* There are other claims, which are 
equally as high by the law of nations. Grotius, treat­
ing on this liead, says, it cannot take place between 
two Kings, or between King and subject, or between a 
.King and t!te subject Qf anothel' nation, or between two 
subjects of different States. These seem to be the ex­
ceptim1s to the general rules of prescriptions among na­
ffifiis. t Indeed Great Britain has incorporated one of 
thP.m mto her common law system, for nullum tempus 
occurrit 1·egi. 

There is no doubt, however, but the law of nature 
and nations in certain cases recognises the doctrine of 
prescription, or title by occupancy. But this is to be 
understood to be in force between citizens and subjects 
of the same common country, who have an equal right 
to prosecute their claims, if they think proper, though 
the exact or precise time which is to bar seems to be 
uncertain and indefinite. It appertains to municipal 
regulations only to fix and ascertain the exact time 
which is to operate as a perpetual bar.:j: 

Vatel treating on this subject, says, that presci-iption 
which prevents the former owner and their descendants 
from recovering right once possessed, is founded on the 
ground of his relinqu_ishing or giving up !tis rigltt.§ 

Presumption of this relinquishment, or voluntarily 
giving up a right, arises from the circumstance of a man'.,, 
remaining long without asserting it, and in such case the 
possession repulses the demand of the original owner or 
proprietor by prescription.II 

But a few years' negligence does not authorise this 
presumption of the owner having abandoned it. The 
Jaw ofnatiom1 is indefinite upon tliis head; it has not de­
termined the number of years requisite to found this 
prescription upon. This, Vatel says, must depend on 
the nature of the property and the peculiar circumstanc­
es of the case. "I[ 

There is one kind of prescription, however, which he 
say& may be reduced to certainty, and that is immemo­
,·ial prescription; that is, where possession has been 
held beyond the memory or l'Ccollection of any one liv­
ing to the contrary, which is tantamount to that kind of 
possession recogmsed by the old English common law, 
time out of mind. in· 

In ordinary_ prescriptiou, however, he says, it cannot 
apply whet·e there are good reasons for silence, or for 
not asserting a right, or where there was w~ll grounded 
fear of banishment fo1· asserting a right. In all these, 

•Grot, page 622. tGrot. lib. 4, page 1, Note 3. 
fGrot. chap. 4. page 173, also note 3. 
§Vatd, 289. Grot. lib. 4, page 13. IIVatel, page 290. 
11Vatel, 291. HSee also Grot. lib. 4, sec, 7, page 177. 

and a variety of similar cases, there is a well grounded 
presumption that the right was never abandoneil. 

There is some little apfarent difference of opinion 
between Grotius and Vate on the subject of prescrip­
tion. Grotius says that prescription is the creature of 
municipal or civil laws, and his learned commentator, 
Barbeyrac, says, in note 3 or Grot. lib. 4, sec. I, that 
the right of prescription is founded on the ,vill of legis­
lators, and there is nothing in the law of nature or na­
tions to authorize it; but he goes on and says, that, 
admitting it had some foundation in the principles of a 
law common to all men, yet the precise determination 
of the time allowed for prescription ( which is not the 
same in different countries) can serve as a rule only to 
the subjects of tile same nation. . 

But however these great and learned men may differ 
on the right of prescriptions, as founded on the law of 
nations, they all ai;ree in one point, that it can only be 
among people of tile same nation, and that the precise 
time must be fixed by the will of every nation in the 
universe. From the different quotations under this 
head it is evident that the law of nations has fixed no 
precise period for prescri{)tion, or a term of possession, 
which shall bar an original owner. It is equally evi­
dent that no time whatever will or can bar the right of a 
State; and further, even admitting that a reasonable 
prescription be allowable, by the national Jaw, it can 
only be good where one subject or citizen of the same 
nat10n or State holds over against another subject or 
citizen of the same State, and· can be of no avail where 
the subject of a d@rent State holds against the citizen 
of another State. If the Spanish common law (if Spain 
can be said to have any thing which·may be called by 
that name) is to be taken, even as the rule, between 
~anish subjects. thirty years will not bar; and if the 
English common law is to be the rule, it will require 
at least, twenty years to bar by possession. The United 
States, as a nat10n, has no common law upon the sub­
ject: it is silent on 1t. The different States in the 
Union, it is true, have limitation laws, some more and 
some less~ which will regulate estates within their re­
S]J_~ctive hmits; but none of them can apply or extend to 
West Florida, and that province never had an act to 
that effect, though it was once attempted, but failed by 
a large majority against the measure. 

Upon the wliole. therefore, no legal title by occupancy 
can have accrued in this territory, for it remained alto­
gether in possession of Spain only about twelve years; 
and if you take off four years, which the memor1alists 
state were allowed for British patentees to come in and 
make their claims. it will leave but about seven years of 
occupancy, and that too by Spanish subjects, against the 
original owners, none of whom belonged to the nation, 
or resided within the dominions of Spain; a time much 
too short to give even a color of title, especially too when 
the arbitrary nature of its Government is considered, 
and what little chance there was of obtaining justice 
from the hands of its Governors. It is not, therefore, 
much to-be wondered at that the original owners neve1· 
thought proper, under such circumstances, to make their 
claims, but rested content till some fortunate event 
should put it in their power to obtain justice from a 
country and people, whose boast and glory it is to 
admimster it. So much, therefore, for title by occu­
pancy. 

10th. The tenth and last claim to be noticed is that of 
the New England Company, as they are termed, or are 
pleased to term themselves. 

These are the speculators who purchased up the Yazoo 
grants from the Georgia speculators. The validity of 
which ~rants must, in the first instance, depend on the 
right of Georgia, which State, however, has since de­
clared them all void, and obtained by fraud, and has 
burnt their records. But even supposing they could 
rise up out of their ashes, they cannot possibly affect any 
of the elder grants for lands within the territory. 
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13th CONGRESS. No. ~so. 3d SESSION. 

COMMISSIONERS UNDER THE ACT PROVIDING FOR THE INDEMNIFICATION OF THE 

YAZOO CLAIMANTS TO LAND IN THE MISSISSIPPI TERRITORY. 

COMMUNICATED TO THE SENA.TE DECEMBER 26, 1814, 

WASHINGTON, December 24, 1814. 
To the Senate and Home of Representatives of the tlnited 

States: The undersigned Commissioners, appo_inted 
by the act qf Congress,passed on the 31st of March, 
1814, "providing for the indemnification of certain 
claimants of p_ublic lands in the Jl;Jississippi 'I erritory_,'' 
commonly ciilled the Yazoo claims, most re$pectjully 
represent: 

That, on the near aJ>proach of the 1lay appointed by 
the said act for the unoersigned to assemble as a Board, 
their attention has been more particularly drawn to the 
nature and extent of the trust which it aevolves upon 
them. They owe and feel an entire deference to the 
motives of the Legislature in passing the act, and have 
every correspondent desire to execute the duties which 
it has enjoined upon them. But they owe it to the just 
exper.tabons of the claimants. not less than to their own 
engagements in other branches of the public service, 
respectfull:y to state that, on a full consideration of what 
will be indispensably due at their hands under the said 
act, they do not think it will be practicable for them to 

give effect to its provisions. The pressure of daily and 
ordinary business upon the undersigned in their own 
respective departments, more especially at the present 
season, is such as fully: to occupy their time; and, in 
looking to the nature of the claims embraced by the said 
act, their complication and number, as well as the con­
froversies to which they will give birth, they respectfully 
venture upon the expression of an opimon tliat their 
faithful investigation and settlement, in a way to do 
justice on all sides, will call for the exclusive attention, 
probably for some length of time, of commissioners spe­
cially appointed for tlie purpose. 

The undersigned, with the greatest deference, have 
therefol'e to request that such a course may be adopted, 
or any other which to the wisdom of Congress may seem 
fit; a request which nothing but a com1ciouness of their 
inability, from the pressure of other duties, to execute 
the act, would have urged them to the lieerty of making. 

JAMES MONROE, .fl.cling Secreta'!Y of State. 
A. J. DALLAS, SecretaT1J of the Treasury. 
RICHARD RUSH, .11.ttorne,J General. 

13th CONGRESS. No . .2s 1. 3dSEss10N. 

APPLICATION OF THE MISSISSIPPI TERRITORY FOR RELIEF TO PURCHASERS OF 

PUBLIC LANDS. 

COJ\IMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 21, 1815. 

REPRESENTATIVE CHAMBER, December 27, 1814. 
To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives 

qf the United Stales qf_ .fl.merica in Congress a11sembled: 
the memorial of the ~gislative Council and House of 
Representatives of the Mississippi Territory in General 
.IJ.ssembly convened, respectfully slwweth: 

That, from the Indian incursions, and the calamities of 
war, which has been waged upon their territory, many of 
their fellow-citizens who had purchased lands of the 
United States have been unable punctually to pay the 
instalments, and have incurred the penalty of the interest 
accl"Uing from the time of the purchase. Before the 
second instalment became due, the Receiver at St. 
Stephen's was compelled to remove his office to a more 
secure place, and the inhabitants to seek safety within 
the walls of a fort. The losses sustained by the pur­
chasers impaired the fund from which the purchase mo­
ney would have been derived; and the perilous situation 
of the country forbade a free intercourse between its 
different parts. The complicated evils of war which 
have been felt by this Territory, will, it is conceived, 

afford a sufficient ground for the remission of a penalty 
which has been incurred neither wilfully nor negligently. 
Under these impressions, your memorialists respectfully 
approach the National Legislature, not only as the 
guardian of their rights, but as a body solicitous to pro­
mote the interest of their fellow-citizens in this Territory, 
and pray that the back interest which has accrued upon 
the money due the TJ nited States for the purchase of 
lands by: the non-payment of the instalments as thev 
became due, may be remitted. In consideration of the 
embarrassed state of the country, and the evils above set 
fol'th, your memol'ialists further pray, that a lon;e1· time 
may be granted to the purchasers of the public lands to 
complet~ their pa:yments, and to save their lands from 
forfeiture, and, as m duty bound, will ever pray, &c. 

DANIEL BURNET, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

JAMES TITUS, 
President pro tempare of the Legislative Council. 

[Attested by the Clerk of the. House.] 
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13th CONGRESS. 3d SB9SION. 

APPLICATION TO PURCHASE TWENTY-FIVE TOWNSHIPS OF LAND, PAYABLE IN 

TWELVE YEARS. 

COMM{!NICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBJtUARY 14, 1815. 

To the Honorable Senate and Gentlemen of the House of 
Representativu Qf the United States in Congres, as­
sembled: James Miller, Richard Wharter,Jn.j, Joseph 
Grafton, James Mag_ee, and George ffashington 
Hi{{fzt, citizens of_ the United States, and inhabitants 
qf Boston, in the district of Jtlassacliusetts, gentlemen, 
and their associates, being "tlie New England 
Emigration Society," and ohout one hundred in 
number, humbly petition: 

That your honorable bodies would grant to them, of the 
unlocated lands of the United States, lying south of the 
J)arrallel lineofforty-onedegreesofnorth latitude, twenty­
five townships of land, with the right oflocation not ex­
ceeding four parcels, and on the following conditions. viz: 

Thatthe grantees shall pay the lowest price for which 
the United States will grant to them the aforesaid twenty-

. five townships, by the grantees located as aforesaid, and 
the purchase money payable in the following instalments, 
viz: twenty-five per cent. at the· end of three years from 
the first settlement, which is to take place as soon as 
may be after the grant; twenty-five per cent. at the end 
of six years; twenty-five per cent at the- end ot nine 
years; aud the remaining instalment at the end of twelve 
years; that the grantees shall procure at the end of twelve 
years,assettlers, upon said twentr-five townships sogrant­
ed, two thousand souls; that, in case of war, or any 
public calamity or any untoward or unfor,.seen events 
should prevent the grantees from paying said instalments, 
or from procuring Mid settlers, tlien the United States 

shall confirm, by deed, to each of said grantees..: his or 
her heirs or assigns, •who have wholly or partially ful­
filled the terms and conditions of the grant, a proportion 
of said land; first, the improved, and then the unim­
proved, equal to the respective gantees, their heirs and 
assigns' proportion of their fulfilment of the contract. 

The undersigned also res(>ectfully petition that the 
actual settlers, while there rt1,iding, may be exempt from 
direct taxes, from the first settlement of said township& 
until the expiration of twelve years. 

Your petitioners would respectfully suggest that they 
are not actuated by motives of disaffection to this section 
of their native land, but they are impelled h:r a moral 
necessity to implore this ~nt from the beneficence of 
their National Government. They would further re­
spectfully suggest that an nncontrollable course of events 
has depnved many of their associates of the accustomed 
means of livelihood; and, while in the vigm· of life, theJ" 
cannot consent to remai~_, with their families, a deai:l 
wei~ht upon society. In tnis crisis, they hopefully look 
to the Government of their country, and anxiously tum 
their eyes to the W estem world, conscious of the salu­
brity of the climate, the fertility of the soil, and of their 
abihty, with the aid of Con~ess, to convert both to in­
dividual happiness and pubhc pro~~rity. 

JAMES MILLER, 
JOSEPH GRAFTON,1.., 
GEORGE W. HIGHr, 
R. WHARTENBY, 
JAMES MAGEE. 




