
EXTENT OF POST ROADS, &c.' 115 

18th CONGRESS.] No. 53. [1st SESSION. 

EXTENT OF POST ROADS, AND THE RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES FOR THREE YEARS. 

CO)IIDJNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, )IAY \H, 1824. 

PosT OFFICE DEPART){ENT, .May 21, 1824. 
Sm: 

In obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives, passed on the I 7th of December last, I have the 
honor to enclose a statement containing the information requii-ed, as nearly as the manner of keeping the accounts 
of thi, office will permit. 

The whole amount collected on account of postages, in each State and Territory, is given in each year, instead 
of the amount collected out of the funds accruing within the year. The accounts of the office have not been kept in 
such a form that the distinction could be made; and, on that account, the last item of the resolution, which requires 
•• the balances of postage which accrued in each of said years, now due and in arrear," could not be given. 

The accounts -of this office are kept without reference to States, under one alphabetical arrangement; and, to 
comply with the order of the House, it has been necessary to bring all the items of each account for the three years, 
for oetween five and six: thousand Postmasters, and more than eleven hundred contractors, under the heads of the 
respective States and Ter1·itories. This has occupied five clerks constantly since the resolution was 1·eceived, and 
will explain why it has not been sooner answered. 

It will be proper to remark, that the expense of transporting the mail includes the various credits for that service 
~ntered on the books within the period prescribed, except sucli as were for services rendered previous to April, 1820. 
The mail is in some instances carried before a contract is entered into and the terms adjusted; and the expense, on 
final adjustment, may be somewhat greater than is stated. 

I have tlie honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN :'.\IcLEAN. 

Hon. H. Cuv, Speaker of tlze House of Representatives. 
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