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The little time allowed for furnishing this report precludes the idea of perfect accuracy, part!cular)y as it relates 
to mileage and the number of post offices in operation in the several years, Neither the offices discontinued by ordl:r 
of the Postmaster General, or from other cause~, n~r the reductions ~f mileage effected. ~y the arrange_ments oflh1s 
office have been attended to in this report. 1he mcreased expenditure beyond the mileage has arisen from the 
incre~sed number and speed of the mails. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
GIDEON GRANGER, Postmaster General. 

GENERAL Pos-r OFFICE, .flpril 29th, 1810. 

11th CONGRESS.) . No. 25. [Sd SESSION'_ 

·S 

THE PURCHASE AND FITTING UP A BUILDING FOR THE ACCOMMODATION OF THE 
POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT AND PATENT OFFICE. 

COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ON THE 25TH OF .JANUARY, 1811. 

To the Hause of Representatives of the llnited States: 
I transmit to the House of Representatives a report from the superintendent of the city-, stating_ the expendi

tures, under the act of April 28, 1810, for the better accommodation of the General Post Office, and Patent Office~ 
and for other purposes. 

JAMES MADISON. 
January 25, 1811. 

SuPERINTENDENT's OFFICE, Washington, January 19, 1811. 
Sm: 

In obedience to your direction to lay before you an account of the purchase of the building, and of the expen
diture of the moneys, authorized by the act of Con~,:ess, passed the 28th of April, 1810, entitled "An act providing 
for the better accommodation of the General Post uffice and Patent Office, and for other purposes," I have the ho
nor to state, that, on the 21st of May, 1810, the building commonly called the Hotel, standing on the square num
bered four hundred and thirty, in this city, together with the lots numbered 1, 2, ~t 4, 5, and 14, in said square, con
taining 26, 79If square feet of ground, were purchased, for and in behalf of the united States, for the sum of ten 
thousand dollars; and that a deed of conveyance for the same, drawn by the Attorney of the United States for the 
District of Columbia, (who investigated the title of the grantors) has been duly executed and recorded, and is now 
filed in this office. 

That, since the purchase of said building, there has been expended thereon the sum of three thousand two hun
dred and sixty··eight dollars and twenty-six cents; and, on the public office west of the President's house, the fur
ther sum of one thousand three hundred and sixtv dollars and eighty-two cents; leaving unexpended, of the twenty 
thousand dollars appropriated by the above recited act of Congress, the sum of five thousand three hundred ana 
seventy dollars and ninety-two cents. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, yom· most obedient servant, 
. THOMAS MUNROE. 

The PRESIDEN·r of tlie United States. 

11th CONGRESS.] No. 26. [3d SESSION. 

REMONSTRANCE AGAINST THE DELIVERY OF LETTERS, PAPERS, AND PACKETS, AT 
THE POST OFFICES, ON THE SABBATH. 

C0MJ\lUNlOATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY :ll, 1811. 

The Postmaster General, in obedience to the resolutions* of the House of Representatives of the United States,· 
passed on the 4th and 18th of the present month, respectfully reports: 

That, to keep the Government and its agents informed of such events as might be interesting to the nation, with 
as little delay as possible; to equalize, among the merchants of the several capitals, the chances of receiving com
mercia~ information; and to _cause the _great lines of communication to and from the ce~tr~ to the vario_us parts qf 
the nation to be kept up with i·egularity and despatch, and the routes to be performed withm the least time practi
cable; he has caused the mail on many of the most important routes to be transported on the Sabbath, under a belief 
that it was" a work of necessity." 

To guard against any annoyance to the good citizens of the United States, he carefully instructed and directed 
the agents of this office to pass quietly, without announcing their arrival or departure by the sounding of horns or 
trumpets, or any other act calculated to call off the attention of the citizens from their devotions; but, until after 
the passage of the act of th~ 30th April, 1810, this offi<:e never deman1ed of the Postmasters, on the ~abbath clay, 
the performance of any duties, other than those of takmg from the mail portmanteaus the letters de8tined for de
livery at the particular office, and duly forwarding the mail according to the usual course of business. In all previous 
instances where letters were delivered to the citizens, it had been by the courtesy of the Postmasters, though often 
with the knowledge, and sometimes on the recommendation, of the Postmaster General. That, under and by virtue 

• Referring to him two memorials, from sundry citizens of Philadelphia and New York, substantially similar, the first of 
which follows this report. 
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of the 9th section of the act of the 30th of April, 1810, the Postmasted1eneral conceived himself bound to compel, 
the P-ostmasters to receive letters from, and ,deliver letters to, the citizens, on the Sabbath day;" and in comforniity 
to that act the following instruction was given to the Postmasters, to wit: 

"At Post Offices where the mail arrives on Sunday, the office' is to be kept open for the delivery of lett~'rs, &c. 
for one hour after the arrival and assorting of the mail; but in case that would .interfere with the hours of public 
worship, .. then the office is to be kept open for one hour afte·r the usual time of dissolving the meetings for that pur- • 
pose." 

The Postmaster General fu1·ther remarks, that, from the peculiar phraseology: of the 9th section of said act, it is 
doubted whether he be warranted by law in limiting the right of the citizens to demand their letters to one hour on 
the Sabbath; and in.one instance, in Pennsylvania, an officer has been prosecuted, under the section aforesaid, fo1· 
refusing to deliver a letter on the Sabbath, not called for within the time prescribed by this office. ,Although in cases 
of extreme anxiety or national calamity, it may be proper for Postmasters to open their offices fof the reception and 
delivery of letters on the Sabbath, and particularly to the officers of Government, still it is beli~yed that the good 
sense of the officers is a sufficient safeguard for the delivery of letters under all such circumstances; and that compel
ling the Postmasters to attend to- the duties of the office on the Sabbath, is on them a hardship, as well as in itself 
teniling to bring into disuse and disrepute the institutions of that holy day. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

GENERAL PosT OFFicE, January 30, 1811. 
GIDEON GRANGER, Postmaster General. 

To the Jlonorable the Senate and House ef Representatives of the United Stat,es, in Congress, tlze memorial,' 
npresentation, and petition, of the undersigned citizens, resident in Philadelpltia; respectfully represents: 

That, ever since the estl).blishment of the Post Office in this city, the Postmaste'r;conforminp; io the established 
laws of the Commonwealth~ has, until a. short time since. kep; the office fq.i· t~e rec;1:iving and.delivery of letters; 
shut on the first day of the week, usually called the Lord's day; that as well h1ms~lf~ as the different persons em
plo:r~d in that Department; have hitherto enjoyed the privileges of that day in cqmmon with their fellow-citizens. 

Your memorialists, however. some few months past, have observed tlie Post Office open, for the distribution of 
letters on the said first day of the week; and are told that this measure,'.which infringes Ul)On the laws of the State 
of Pennsylvania, is in consequence of a provision in the act passed by your Ii_onorable body, on the 25th of April 
last, and which, by the 9th section thereof, provides " that every Postmaster shall keep an office, at which one or 
more persons shall attend on everyday, on which a mail, or ba_g; or other packet or parcel ofletters shall arrive, by 
land or water. as well as on other clays, at such hours as the Kostmaster General shall direct. And it shall be the 
duty of the Postmaster, at all reasonable hours, on evei·y day of the week, to deliver on demand any letter 01· 
packet, &c. 

Your memorialists are informed that, under this clause, the Postm~ters are compelled to keep the Post Office 
open on the Lord's day; to the evident infringement of the laws now in force in this State, agamst the violation 
thereof. 

Your memorialists respectfully call the attention of your hunorabl"e body to this subject, even on the ground of 
utility. For many year& the city of Philadelphia has carried ori a prosIJerous and extensive commerce, without 
violatin~ what they deeaj. it their duty to state to be, both the Javi,ijJGod ani:l of man. Nor can they see any greater 
imprqpnety in keeping open the custom-house, the banks~ insurari:ce offices, and the stores of merchants, generally, 
than of the Post Office. Fur if the reception of letters can b~ made of any material advantage to our merchants, 
much more may those useful institutions be made subservientjo their purposes. -: 

Your memorial is ts cannot, in justice to their own feeljngs,.refrain from observin~, that the violation of known and' 
universally received precepts, when sanctioned by the most powerful influence in the Union, cannot fail of having a 
tendency to justify every species of breach of the laws made for the strict observance of the first day of the week, 
as set ap4rt by the commani:l of God for his more immediate service. 

They do, therefore, most respectfulfy and earnestly petition your honorable body, that the said 9th section of 
rhe act, entitled "An act regulating the Post Office establishment," and passed the 25th of April last, may be so 
amende<l, as to prohibit the delivery of letters, papers; and packets, on the said first day of tlie week, commonly 
called the Lord's day. And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

JAMES P. WILSON;arul others. 

12th CONGRESS.] [1st SESSION. 

' ' 
SUNDAY MAILS. 

·., . . -;, \ '. ,· 

COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 3, 1812. 

llr. RHEA made the followillg report: 

The Committee on the Pos·t Office and Post Roads, to whom were referred the petition of the Synod of Presbyters 
and 1Jther citizens pf several Christian denominations, residing in the western parts of the United States, and the 
report of the Postmaster General thereon, have had the same under consideration, and do respectfully report: 
That, however desirable it would be to advise the adoption of such regulations, relative to the carrying and open

ing of the mail, as might meet the views of the venerable Synod of Pittsburg, and the other petitioners, your com
mittee cann(!t, at t,~is peculiar crisis of the Un_i~ed ,S~tes, r!!commend. any alterations in the law regulating the Post 
Office estabhshment; and do respectfully submit the followmg resolution: 

Resolved, That the petitioners have leave to withdrnw their petition. 

'i 0 




