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all moneys received by him, and for all public property committed to his care, whether officially as pur-
ser or otherwise.

TUpon this posture of the case, a question has been made, and elaborately argued at the bar, how far
a bond, voluntarily given to the United States, and not prescribed by law, is a valid instrument, binding
upon the parties in point of law. In other words, whether the United States have, in their political capa-
city, a right to enter into a contract, or to take a bond in cases not previously provided for by some law.
Upon full consideration of this subject, we are of opinion that the United States have such a capacity to
enter into contracts. It is, in our opinion, an incident to the general right of sovereignty; and the
United States being a body politic, may, within the sphere of the constitutional powers confided to if,
and through the instrumentality of the proper department to which those powers are confided, enter into
contracts not prohibited by law, and appropriate to the just exercise of those powers. This principle
has been already acted on by this court in the case of Dugan, executor, vs. the United States (3 Wheaton R.,
172), and it is not perceived that there lies any solid objection to it. To adopt a different principle
would be to deny the ordinary right of sovereignty, not merely to the general government, but even to
the State governments, within the proper sphere of their own powers, unless brought into operation by
express legislation. A doctrine to such an extent is not known to this court as ever having been sanc-
tioned by any judicial tribunal.

We have stated the general principle only, without attempting to enumerate the limitations and
exceptions which may arise from the distribution of powers in our government, or from the operation of
other provisions in our Constitution and laws. We confine ourselves, in the application of the principle,
to the facts of the present case, leaving other cases to be disposed of as they may arise; and we hold
that a voluntary bond, taken by authority of the proper officer of the Treasury Department to whom
the disbursement of public moneys is entrusted, to secure the fidelity in official duties of a receiver or a
disbursing agent of public moneys, is a binding contract between him and his sureties and the United
States, although such bond may not be prescribed or required by any positive law. The right to take
such a bond is, in our view, an incident to the duties belonging to such a department, and the United
States having a political capacity to take it, we see no objection to its validity in a moral or a legal
view.

Having disposed of this question, which lies at the very threshold of the case, and meets us upon
the face of the second count in the declaration, it remains to consider whether any one of the pleas
- demurred to constitutes a good bar to the action. Without adverting to others, which are open to
serious objections on account of the looseness and generality of their texture, we are of opinion that the
fifth plea is a complete answer fo the action. That plea, after setting forth, at large, the act of 1812,
respecting pursers, proceeds to state that, before the execution of the bond, the Navy Department did
cause the same to be prepared and transmitted to Deblois, and did require and demand of him that the
same, with the condition, should be executed by him with sufficient sureties, before he should be per-
mitted to remain in the office of purser, or to receive the pay and emoluments attached to the office of
purser; that the condition of the bond is variant and wholly different from the condition required by the
said-act of Congress, and varies and enlarges the duties and responsibilities of Deblois and his sureties;
and “thaf the same was, under color and pretence of the said act of Congress and under color of office,
required and extorted from the said Deblois, and from the defendant, as one of his sureties, against the
form, force, and effect of the said statute, by the then Secretary of the Navy.” The substance of this
plea is, that the bond, with the above condition variant from that prescribed by law, was, under color of
office, extorted from Deblois and his sureties, contrary to the statute, by the then Secretary of the Navy,
as the condition of his remaining in the officc of purser and receiving its emoluments. There is no pre-
tence, then, to say that it was a bond voluntarily given, or that, though different from the form prescribed
by the statute, it was received and executed without objection. It was demanded of the party upon the
peril of losing his office; it was extorted under color of office against the requisitions of the statute. It
was plainly, then, an illegal bond; for no officer of the government has a right, by color of his office, to
require from any subordinate officer, as a condition of holding office, that he should execute a bond with
the condition different from that prescribed by law. That would be, not to execute, but to supersede the
requisitions of law. It would be very different where such a bond was, by mistake or otherwise, volun-
tarily substituted by the parties for the statute bond, without any coercion or extortion by color of office.

The judgment of the circuit court is affirmed.

‘W asHINGTON, February 8, 1831.

I, Richard Peters, reporter of the decisions of the Supreme Court of the United States, do hereby
certify that the foregoing pages contain a true copy of the opiniun of the Supreme Court of the United
States, in the case of the United States against Thomas Tingey, as delivered by said Supreme Court, at
January term, eighteen hundred and thirty-one.

RICHARD PETERS

Aprrir 12, 1830.

Mr. WarrrLesey, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill from the Senate, entitled
“ An act for the relief of George Johnson,” reported:

That, while this committee concur in the correctness of the statement of facts contained in the
report of the Judiciary Committee of the Senate, which reported this bill, it is with regret they have
felt themselves obliged to dissent from that committee in the conclusion at which they arrived. This
committee deem it to be proper to state, explicitly, the grounds on which their opinion is formed, with
the hope and belief that, if it is erroneous, the House will promply correct the error, and grant the
relief contemplated by the bill.

The petitioner’s right of relief may be examined under three heads: 1st. That he was not informed
by the government, when he executed the bond, on the 30th of April, 1817, of a previous defalcation.
2d. Mr. Bourne, the principal, was continued in the service without being called on to settle his accounts;
and was transferred from one ship to another, without having settled his accounts; and was ordered from
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one ship to another, withont producing a certificate from the Fourth Auditor, or other satisfactory evidence
that he had settled up his accounts for the last ship to which he belonged, and that a balance against
him did not exceed $1,000, contrary to the laws of the United States, and the rules and regulations of
the Navy Department; and that he was not reported as a defaulter. 3d. The government neglected to
institute a suit against Mr. Bourne in his lifetime, or against his securities after his death, until the
co-securities of Mr. Johnson had gone without the jurisdiction of the United States. )

If the petitioner is entitled to relief under the first position, it is on the ground of fraud, which con-
sists in the suppression of truth, or the suggestion of falsehood. It is not pretended, in this case, that
the securities inquired of the officers of the government as to the defalcations of Mr. Bourne, and, of
course, there could not have been any suppression of truth; nor is it pretended that any measures what-
ever were used to induce the petitioner and the other securities to sign the bond.

The act of March 1, 1817, required the pursers to enter into bonds in the penal sum of twenty-five
thousand dollars; the three securities were residents of New York; and it is understood that the bond
was executed there. The law does not contemplate that pursers’ bonds should be executed at the seat
of government, for it provides that the ‘‘ securities shall be approved by the judge or attorney of the
United States for the district in which such pursers shall reside.”

The officers of the government, who had any knowledge of the existence of the defalcation of Mr.
Bourne, on the 30th of May, 1816, had no means of ascertaining who he would offer as his securitics;
and could not, therefore, have given information of the defalcation, if it had been their duty to have
given it. But the committee do not consider this duty was imposed on them, unless interrogated by those
about to enter into the bond. The securities undertake that the principal shall faithfully perform his
trust, and, if he does, it is immaterial whether he is solvent or insolvent. They are supposed to know
what are the circumstances of their principal; and they guaranty that they are good, and that confidence
may be placed in his fidelity and ability to discharge the trust reposed in him; and they agree to respond
all the damages the obligee may sustain by a breach of the trusts.

The second point involves more difficulty; and, in order to arrive at a correct conclusion, the com-
mittee have been led to examine the decisions of the courts in analogous cases, and the reports of several
committees of this House.

Whether the officers of the government can be guilty of such gross negligence by not enforcing the
laws, and the regulations of the Department, as to discharge securities, is a question deeply interesting
to the finances of the country. It may be conceded by some, that, as an abstract question of law, laches
are not imputable to the government; and that, although courts cannot on this account afford relief, still
that Congress may do it in the exercise of a sound discretion, and by adopting equitable principles to
each case that shall be presented. .

It is desirable that the decisions on this subject should be uniform; and the committee fear that, if
Congress shall grant relief on the grounds of the mnegligence of the accounting officers. securities will
not consider it as a part of their duty to look after the principal, and see that he performs his trust. The
objects of requiring bail will be much lessened, if not rendered entirely nugatory.

If it is proper that Congress should grant relief, it appears to the committee that it is expedient to
vest this power in the courts, that can investigate the cases with much less expense that they can be
investigated here.

The petitioner relies on the 4th section of an act, passed 3d of March, 1809, vol. 4, page 220;
and on the 13th and 14th sections of the act of March 3, 1817, vol. 6, page 199; and on the proviso
of the 2d section of the act of 15th of May, 1820, vol. 6, page 520; and on the Ist, 3d, and 4th
rule regarding pursers, under the rules and regulations prepared by the Board of Navy Commissioners,
according to the 2d section of an act passed Tth February, 1815, vol. 4, page 792, in support of his
position that he is discharged, by the continuance of Bourne in service %while he was in arrear, and by
the negligence of the accounting officers. The contract was substantially this: The bond was to be
aperative, if the principal did not regularly account, when thereunto required, for all public moneys
received by him from time to time, and for ali public property committed to his care; or if he did not pay
over all sums of money due on settlement, or if he did not faithfully discharge, in every respect, the
trust reposed in him; on the happening of either of these contingencies, the sureties agreed to pay to
the United States such damages as they might sustain within the penalty of the bond.

The United States had appointed Mr. Bourne purser in the navy; and they were to place in his hands
money, and other property, to enable him to discharge the duties of his appointment. There is nothing
in this contract which requires that the United States should give notice to the sureties that their prin-
cipal had committed a breach of the bond. That is the very thing they have agreed that he would not
do. The laws and regulations referred to, were enacted and adopted the more effectually to protect the
treasury and sureties: but they contain no provisions that, if the naval or accounting officers do not
perform - their duties, sureties shall be absolved from their agreements. The Supreme Court of the
United States say, in the case of the United States vs. Kirpatrick, 9th Wheat., 735: “The government can
transact its business only through its agents; and its fiscal operations are so various, and its agencies so
numerous and scattered, that the utmost vigilance would not save the public from the most serious losses,
if the doctrine of laches can be applied to its transactions.” In time of war, it would be impossible for
disbursing officers regularly and uniformly to account, as required by law; and, if it were otherwise,
the accounting officers of the Treasury could not promptly take up and examine all the accounts and
strike balances. It is as necessary for sureties, however, that this should be done in time of war as
peace, and if they are absolved from their contracts in the latter, so they must be in the former instance.
In the case referred to, the court say: “It is admitted that mere laches, unaccompanied with frand, forms
no discharge of a contract of this nature between private individuals. Such is the clear result of the
authorities. Why, then, sbould a more rigid principle be applied to the government?’ As to the laws
which require settlements to be made at short and stated periods, the court say: ““But these provisions
of the law are enacted by the government for its own security and protection, and to regulate the con-
duct of its own officers. They are merely directory to such officers, and constitute no part of the contract
with the security. The general principle is, that laches is not imputable to the government; and this
maxim is founded, not in the notion of extraordinary prerogatives, but upon a great public policy.” It is
as necessary that this policy should remain unchanged by the special legislation of Congress, as it is
that it should not be disturbed by the conrts. The court confirmed the doctrine laid down in the case of
Kirkpatrick in that of Van Zandt, 11 Wheat., 184. . ce
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3. If laches are not imputable to the government in not requiring the settlement of accounts and
giving notice of defalcations to sureties, they are not imputable in failing to bring suit, especially within
a period so limited as that which exists in this case. 1f the petitioner shall discharge the- judgment or
make payment on it, he has his remedy against his co-sureties for contribution, and it may be enforced
in England as well as here. There is another point in the case which the committee will notice, as it is
adverted to by the petitioner; but whether the commitiee or Judge Story be correct, will not vary the
result, as the bond does not cover the whole debt, exclusive of the defalcation under the first bond.
Benjamin F. Bourne executed a bond to the United States, on the 14th of April, 1814, in the penal sum
of $10,000, with Abel Junes and Stephen Price as his sureties, conditioned for the faithful performance
of the duties of purser. It is stated in the record of the case, hereafter mentioned, that the balance
found due to the United States, on the 80th of April, 1817, was $7,560.86. On the 30th of April, 1817,
Bourne executed another bond, in the penal sum of §25,000, with Price, Dale, and Johnson, the petitioner,
as his sureties, with the condition mentioned in the first bond. A further balance was found due, up to
the 10th of November, 1823, of $31,556.88. The defalcation under both bonds amounts to $39,117.74,
Abel Jones died, and a bill was brought by the United States, in the circuit court in Rhode Island, against
the heir and administrator of Jones, to recover the defalcation under the first bond, praying for discovery
and relief. Various points were made in the case, which were decided by the court, but the only one
which it is the intention of the committee to notice, is, that the court assimilated the account to a running
account between two individuals, and thereby exonerated the first sureties by satisfying the defalcation
under the first bond by the disbursements made out of money reccived under the second bond. The
court pronounced the following judgment: “My judgment is, that, as the credits carried into the general
account of Bourne, for disbursements, since the second bond was given, far exceeded the balance then
due by him to the United States, the parties to the first bond are discharged from all responsibility
thereon; the bill must, therefore, be dismissed” If this decision is correct, the consequence follows,
that sureties are to be made responsible beyond the condition of their bonds, if the obligees think proper
to make them liable by the manner of keeping their accounts. The liability of the sureties arises from
their contract, and, unless they agree to be holden for former defalcations, the committee do not see how
the bond is to have a retrospective operation, nor how it is possible for the obligee to enlarge or vary
the condition of the bond, by the manner of keeping his accounts. The committee do not perceive the
similarity between cases, when the rights of. different sureties are involved, and instances of running
accounts between the samne individuals. They consider that the disbursing officers do not, in the ordinary
acceptation of the term, become “the debtors of the government at the time of receiving their money.
They are the agents or trustees of the government, and money is put into their hands for a particular
purpose, and to be paid out in a manner and for objects defined by law. Bonds are given, conditioned
that the trust shall be faithfully discharged; and when the bond is put in suit, the first question is, has
there been a breach of it? If the money has been lost or destroyed, without the fault or neglect of the
trustee, or, if it has been paid as the law required it to he disbursed, the condition of the bond is not
broken. In the case of purser, there is no necessity of mingling the liabilities of sureties to different
bonds. Take the present case: Mr. Bowrne was purser of the Peacock; he had received a sum of money
to pay the crew, and to purchase the usual supplies for that vessel; his vouchers show how his disburse-
ments were made. In closing this account he was found to be in arrear, and a balance was struck
against him. He then gave new bonds, and another advance of money was made to him as purser of
the Constellation; his vouchers show how he disbursed this money, and each set of sureties may be made
liable for the defalcation that arises under their respective bonds, and for none other. The interests of
the United States can only be protected by making each set of sureties liable for the defalcations that
exist under their respective bonds. In this case, if the sureties of the first bond had been held liable to
pay the first balance that was sfruck, that amount would have been saved to the government, but which
1s now lost, as the second bond does not cover the amount of both defalcations. Entertaining the opinion
that the decision of the court in the suit against the first sureties is incorrect, the committee would have
felt themselves bound to have applied the amount transferred by the court to discharge the first defalca-
tion towards the judgment on the second bond, if that bond, with such defalcation, had more than
covered the second defalcation. The committee has given to this case all the attention its importance
seemed to demand, and they would have been pleased to have concurred with the Senate, if they could
have arrived at this result without infringing the settled policy of the government; but entertaining, as
they do, the opinion that the precedent would be mischievous in its consequences, and that the petitioner
does not present a case which entitles him to relicf, on legal or equitable principles, the committee sub-
it to the consideration of the House the following resolution:

Resolved, That the bill from the Senate for the relief of George Johnson be rejected.

Ix Sexare oF THE Uxnirep Srares, Jenuary 25, 1830.

Mr. Roway, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the petition of George Johnson,
surety of Benjamin I. Bourne, late a purser in the navy, reported:

That the petitioner states that the said Benjamin F. Bourne was appointed a purser in the navy in
March, 1814, and, in conformity with law, gave bond in the penal sum of $10,000; and Abel Jones, of
Rhode Island, and Stephen Price, of New York, as sureties.

That, on settlement of the accounts of said Bourne at the Treasury Department, up to May 30, 1816,
he was found 1o be indebted to the United States in the sum of $8,667.

That, in the year 1816, Bourne applied for employment, but was refused on the ground of his being
a defaulter.

That, in pursuance of the act of Congress of March, 1817, requiring pursers to give new bonds in
the penalty of $25,000, a new bond was given on the 30th April, 1817, by the said Bourne, on which the
said petitioner, Stephen Price, and Charles Augustus Dale, (then both of New York, but now of England,)
became securities.

That this bond was iaken by the district attorney of the United States in New York, but that the
fact of Bourne’s being then a defaulter to the United States was not made known to the said last men-
tioned securities.
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That, on November 15, 1817, Purser Bourne was ordered to the Mediterranean, from which he
returned, under arrest, in 1820; was afterwards released from arrest, and, in July, 1820, ordered to the
frigate Constellation.

That at 1his time he was indebted to the United States in the sum of $24,639; was permitted to sail
in said vessel to the Pacific ocean, and did not return to the United States until the last of July, 1822;
after which time, he remained partly at the seat of government, and partly in New York, for more than
fifteen months, during all which time he was never rejuired to settle his account. Nor had he been so
required to account for the moneys placed in his hands from the 30th of May, 1816, although the act of
Congress of 3d of March, 1817, made it the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to cause all accounts
of the expenditure of public money to be settled within the year; and, by the same act, it is made the
duty of the First Comptroller to lay before Congress, annually, a list of such officers as shall have failed
in that year to make the settlement required by law.

That Purser Bourne died in New York on the 10th of November, 1823; and that, in March, 1824, an
account was stated in the Fourth Auditor’s office, from which it appeared that a balance of $40,257 was
due to the United States, which balance was finally reduced to $34,149.

That, some time in the year a suit was brought, in the Circuit Court of the United States for the
first district, against the sureties in the first bond; and the court held that as the credits, carried into
the general account of Bourne for disbursements since the second bond was given, far exceeded the
balance then due by him fo the United States, the parties to the first bond were discharged from any
responsibility thereon. :

That, about three years after the death of Purser Bourne, (the co-securities of the petitioner, to wit:
Stephen Price and Charles Augustus Dale, having been permitted to depart from this country for Eng-
land, where they now reside,) suit was instituted against him, the petitioner, founded on the second
bond, and judgment rendered against him, in favor of the United States, for $25,000, the amount of
penalty in the bond.

hat, upon trial of the cause, the judge refused to admit evidence of the fact that Bourne was
indebted to the government at the time of the execution of the second bond, and charged the jury, that
the neglect of the officers of government to notify the sureties of the second bond, or to call for the settle-
ment of the accounts of the principal, although expressly required by law so to do, afforded no defence
for the surety.

That it was the opinion of the jury empanneled on the suit that the loss was imputable to great
neglect of duty on the part of the officers of government, in not requiring from Mr. Bourne a settlement
of his accounts; that the said jury felt themselves constrained to find a verdict for the United States, as
would appear from their certificate, voluntarily given, and accompanying his papers.

That the petitioner adduces various other arguments, showing the peculiar hardships of his case,
which the committee have deemed it unnecessary here to recapitulate; and that he concludes with the
prayer ““for such relief in his particular case, from the penalty of the above-mentioned bond and the
judgment recovered thereon, as may be agreeable to equity and justice.”

After an attentive consideration of thé facts connected with this case, and the circumstances that so
strongly press the propriety of a favorable decision, the committee are of opinion that the prayer of the
petitioner should be granted, and, accordingly, report a bill for his relief.

21st Congress. ] No. 447. [2p Sgessiox.

ON THE FORMATION AND PURPOSES OF THE NAVY PENSION FUND, AND THE PERSONS
ENTITLED TO ITS BENEFITS,

COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 18, 1830.

Mr. Horryay, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom has been referred the memorials of several
persons, praying a pension, to be made chargeable on the navy pension fund, reported:

That they have had under consideration the subject of the said fund, and the pensions chargeable
thereon, and herewith report a bill upon the subject.

This fund was created by the 9th section of the act of March 1, 1799, (vol. 8, p. 250,) which was
repealed by the “det for the better government of the navy of the United Slates,” of April 23, 1800, (vol. 3,
p. 361,) the ninth section of which enacts:

“That all money aceruing, or which has already accrued, to the United States from the sale of prizes
shall be and remain for ever a fund for the payment of pensions and half pay, should the same be heve-
after granted to the officers and seamen who may be entitled to receive the same; and if the said fund
shall be insufficient for the purpose, the public faith is hereby pledged to make up the deficiency; but if it
should be more than sufiicient, the surplus shall be applied to the making further provision for the comfort
of the disobled officers, seamen, and marines, and for such as, though not disabled, may merit, by their
bravery or long and faithful services, the gratitude of their country.”

This fund was, therefore, intended for three purposes.

The first of these was, with the pledge of the public faith to support it, to provide pensions and half
pay to officers, seamen and marines, disabled by wounds in the line of their duty; and this intention was
executed in the 8th section of the same act, which declares:

“That every officer, seamen, and marine, disabled in the line of their duty, shall be eutitled to
receive for life, or during his disability, a pension from the United States, according to the nature and
degree of his disability, not exceeding one-half of his monthly pay.

Article second of these intentions is out of the surplus of the fund to malke further provision for the
disabled officers, seamen, and marines, and was executed in the provisions of the act of April 16, 1816,
(vol. 8, p. 66, section 7,) which enacts “that, in cases where the allowance of the half monthly pay which
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may now be granted by law to officers, seamen, and marines, disabled in the service of the United States,
shall, in the opinion of the commissioners of the navy pension fund, from the nature and extent of the
disability, and situation of the party disabled, be inadequate to his necessary subsistence, the said com-
missioners shall be, and hereby are, authorized, in their discretion, to increase such allowance to any
sum not exceeding the. full amount of the monthly pay to which the .party so disabled was by law
entitled in the said service.” .

The following are special cases for disabled persons, specifying the essential particulars of each case:

Captain S. Harding, (act, February 6, 1807, vol. 4, p. 78,) at half his monthly pay, .to take effect
from January 1, 1804, as stated in the act, ““who has been so disabled in the line of his duty, while in
service, that he is unable to support himself by labor.”

Captain Abraham Whipple, (act, Dec. 12, 1811, vol. 4, p. 363,) at half monthly pay, to commence
January 1, 1810, for the same cause above quoted.

William Munday, (April 16, 18186, vol. 6, p. 60,) at $20 a month, for ‘‘the loss of both his arms in
an attack upon the enemy at Leonard’s creek, on the 28th day of June, 1814, in licu of the pension to
which he is now entitled by law.”” .

James Merril, (act of May 4, 1820, vol 6, p. 494,) to be placed ow the navy pension list, to take
effect from October 23, 1819, ““who, whilst engaged in the discharge of his duty as an ordinary seaman
on board the United States ship Adams, in the month of May, 1814, was accidentally injured by falling
from the gun deck into the hold of the ship, which injury has disabled him from obtaining a subsistence
by his labor.” ’ '

William Thompson, (act of May 20, 1826, vol. 7, p. 500,) “a seaman who was wounded on board
the eutter Louisiana, Angust 10, 1819, with a musket ball;”” to be placed ““upon the pension list in the
same manner, and upon the same terms, as if he had received the said wound in the naval service of the
United States.”

In the act of July 26, 1813, (vol. 4, p. 579,) to authorize the President to raise a corps of sea fenci-
bles, of not exceeding ten companies, for'a term not exceeding one year, to be employed on land or water
for the defence of ports and harbors, (sec. 4,) it is enacted “that the officers, warrant officers, boat-
swains, and men, raised pursuant to this act, shall be entitled to the like compensation, in case of dis-
ability incurred by wounds or otherwise in the service of the Unit d States, as officers, warrant officers,
and seamen in the present naval establishment.”

The act of April 18, 1814, (vol. 4, p. 690,) enacts ‘‘that the officers and seamen of the revenue
cutters of the United States, who have been or may be wounded or disabled in the discharge of their
duty, whilst co-operating with the navy, by order of the President of the United States, shall be entitled
to be placed on the navy pension list, at the same rate of pension, and under the same regulations and
restrictions, as are now provided by law for the officers and seamen of the navy.”

In relation to some of these special cases, and the two last cited acts, and especially that respecting
sea fencibles, the committee will remark, that the legislation of Congress has appropriated the moneys of
the fund for purposes for which it is thought those of the general treasury should have been taken; and
certainly it could not have been the intention of Congress, in enacting the ninth section of the act of
April 23, 1800, to apply the moneys of the fund to persons who could not, in the course of their services,
be expected to contribute to the fund by captures of prizes.

The eighth section of the act of April 23, 1800, and the seventh section of the act of April 16, 1816,
appear to have carried the first and second intentions of the ninth section of the act of 1800 into full
effect, and have made ample provision for disabled officers, seamen, and marines.

The third iniention of the ninth section of the act of April 23, 1800, is out of the surplus of the fund
to make provision for such officers, seamen, and marines as, “though not disabled, may merit, by their
bravery or long and faithful services, the gratitude of their couniry’’ Although everything in the history
of the naval service has called as strongly for such a provision as it is supposed future circumstances
ever can, the committee find only one instance of the kind in more than a quarter of a century. For that
cause, clearly expressed in the act of March 2, 1821 (vol. 6, p. 558), Congress directed Captain Samuel
Tucker to be placed upon the navy list of invalid pensioners of the United States, at the rate of twenty
dollars a month, to commence from January 1, 1818. With this solitary exception, the committee find
that intention wholly unexecuted.

The legislation of Congress does not show very distinctly why this purpose has been abandoned.
The pursuit of it would at once have made provision for the veteran whose life had been devoted to his
country, until age had palsied his limbs; and, retiring to enjoy the bounty of his country, younger men
in the prime of life, the vigor of intelligence, and warm with the love of glory, would have supplied his
place, and strengthened the naval service. . The committee must, therefore, regard the abandonment of
this intention, under such circumstances, as expressive of a reluctance in Congress which they cannot
expect to be able to remove.

Indeed, the whole purpose of Congress appears to have been changed; and much of the surplus of
the fund has been appropriated to pay pensions to widows and children. The reasons for this change
existed most strongly in the difficulties of the late war; and the power to make it may perhaps be found
in the consideration that the prizes and money arising from them are the property of the United States,
who are, therefore, as well the founders and donors of the fund as its governors. Congress seem to have
considered the fund as entirely subject to legislation; but it is fair to presume that all its legislation on
this subject has been designed to secure a more ready engagement in the service, or faithful and fearless
discharge of duty in it. .

The committee will now, as briefly as may be, refer to the several acts granting, as well as those
renewing pensions to widows and children, chargeable on this fund.

The first of these is the act of January 20, 1813, (vol. 4, page 486,) which enacts that ““ if any officer
of the navy or marines shall be killed, or die by reason of a wound received in the line of his duty, leaving
a widow, or if no widow, a child or children under sizteen years of age, such widow, or if no widow, such
child or children, shall be entitled to receive half the monihly pey to which the deceased was entitled at
the time of his death, which allowance-shall continue for. and during the term of five years; but in the
case of the death or intermarriage of such widow before the expiration of the said term of five years, the
half pay for the remainder shall go to the child or children of the said deceased officer: Provided, That
such balf pay shall cease on the death of such child or children,” to be paid out of the navy pension fund.
The act of March 4, 1814, (vol. 4, page 653, section 2d,) enacts . that if any seaman or marine,.belonging
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to the navy of the United States, shall have died since the eighteenth day of June, in the year of our Lord
one thousand eight hundred and twelve, by reason of a wound received in the line of his duty, leaving a
widow, or if no widow, a child or children,” &c., and directs them to be placed on the navy pension list,
as in the act above quoted.

The only other act granting pensions to widows and children is that of March 3, 1817, (vol. 6. p. 212,)
which extends these pensions on like terms and conditions to the widows and children of any officer,
seamai, or marine, ““ who shall die, or shall have died since the 18th of June, 1812, in consequence of disease
contracted, or of casualties o injuries received while in the line of his duty.” And this act was repealed in
a special manner by the 2d section of the act of January.22, 1824, (vol. T, p. 213,) which enacts ‘‘ that,
Jrom and after the possing of this act,)’ the act of March 3, 1817, “be, and the same is hereby repealed:
Provided, however, that nothing in this act contained shall be construed to prevent the payment of any
pension already granted, until-the full expiration of the period thereof ; nor to affect or impair the rights of
un)(rl person or persons which may have accrued during the existence of the act hereby repealed, as afore-
said.

Although some contrariety in the decisions granting, renewing, or refusing pensions to widows and
children under these and other acts may be found, the committee believe that these general rules have
been adopted and intended to be adhered to: First, that, under ihe three cbove octs, the right of the
cloimant to the pension became vested on the death of the husband or father from any of the causes specified in
the acts; and, second, that the pension began fo run from thot death, though the proof was not made, or the
claim asserted until long afterwards. On these principles, where the death occurred before the repeal by
the act of January 22, 1824, the pension for a death by any disease contracted, or casualty or injury
received in the line of duty, under the act of March 3, 1817, would be granted, though the claim was made
after the repeal; and though the deafh may not have happened until gfter the repeal, yet if the disease was
confracted or the casualty or injury causing it was received before the repeal, it will appear by an examina-
tion of some of the cases, that the right to the pension has been considered as saved by the proviso to
the 2d section of the repealing act; but it is difficult to maintain such a construction, though the com-
mittee in the bill they report do not intend to affirm or deny this forced construction.

Three several acts have been passed, extending, each for a term of five years, certain of these
pensions to widows and children. The act of March 3, 1819, enacts ““that, in all cases where provision
has been made by law for five years’ half pay to the widows and children of officers, seamen, and
marines, who were Lilled in battle, or died of wounds received in batile, or who died in the naval service of the
United States during the lofe war, the said provision shall be continued for the additional term of five years,
to commence at the end of the first term of five years, in each case respectively, making the provision
equal to ten years’ half pay,” to be paid out of the pension fund, with like limitations as in the acts
granting these pensions. .

The most liberal construction of which this act appears susceptible, is, that it renews the pension to
the widows and children, where the husband or father, first, was af any time killed in boitle, second, of any
time died of wounds received in buttle, or, thirdly, af any time, DURING THE LATE WAR, died of disease contracted,
or casuolty or injury received in the line of duly. But a reference to the cases decided under this act, and
those passed subsequently, and both similar and dependent on it, will, it is believed, show that this con-
struction has at times been superseded by one either entirely more enlarged or somewhat more resfraining.
At present it is believed that the restraining clause, during the lafe war, is held to apply equally to the
three members of the sentence in which it occurs—a safe construction in practice, and which the committee
do not seek to disturb.

The act of January 22, 1824, (vol. 7, p. 213, section 1st,) extends these pensions, on like terms and
limitations, for a further term of five years, making fifteen years’ provision in all cases where the husband
or father iwgs Lilled in battle, or died in the naval service of the United States during the late war, ““and also
in all cases where provision has been made for extending the term for five years in addifion to the first term of
five years;” and the act of May 23, 1828, (laws 20th Congress, 1st session, p. 65,) in substantially the same
words, extends the same pensions, on like terms, for the further term of five years, making a term of
tweaty years to all the pensioners whose cases come within the provision of these extending acts.

The committee will not detain the House by any further comments on the variant and discordant
constractions given at different times to these acts. They-will sufficiently appear in the printed docu-
ments, and would probably be more apparent, if the cause for which a pension has been granted or
renewed could be ascertained in every case, or if the causes and grounds of application denied could be
known.

The committee will now refer, with all practicable brevity, to a few anomalous cases of pensions to
widows charged on this fund.

A pension for five years, on the usnal limitations, was granted by the act of May 16, 1826, (vol. 7, p.
4175,) to Penelope Denny, the mother of James Denny, late a quartergunner in the navy, killed in battle,
without leaving a widow or issue, and at the time of his death contributing by an allotment of part of his
pay to the support of his poor, aged, and infirm mother, then a widow. A like pension for like cause was
afterwards granted to Elizabeth Mays, by the act of March 25, 1830, (laws Ist session, 21st Congress, p.
40,) to commence September 3, 1829. No pension of this description has been renewed; and, in the opinion
of the committee, sound policy does not require that they should be extended. .

The act of April 12, 1814, (vol. 4, p. 680,) directs that Mary Cheever should, from that time, be paid
out of the navy pension fund, during her life, twenty-five dollars, quarter-yearly, “as a grofuity from
Congress, on account of the distinguished bravery and services of her two sons, John Cheever and Joseph
Cheever, who were seamen on board the frigate Constitution, and who were slain at the capture of the
British frigate Java.”

That such devotion to the service of the country, as was exhibited in the life and death of these sea-
men, should be rewarded with that most durable of all monuments—a record in the statute books of a free
people, is natural and right; but it is to be regretted that Congress should divert this fund to the purpose
of gratuities, even to the mother of such children, when they had at their disposal the general treasury.

The act of April 2, 1816, (vol. 6, p. 27,) requires to be placed on the pension rolls of the fund those
persons who were wounded at Dartmoor prison, tn England, in the month of April, 1815; also, the widows
and childrea of such as were Iilled, or who died in consequence of wounds received there; and the act pre-
scribes no limitation as to the amount or duration, except as it declares ¢ that, in the allowance of pen-
sions to the persons aforesaid, the regulations established by law, in relation to the placing persons on
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the list of navy pensioners, be observed,” and the act to take effect from April 6, 1815. The act of
March 3, 1830, (laws, p. 89,) grants a pension to Abigail Appleton, whose husband died with the small-pox
at Dartmoor. The case was supposed to fall within the equity of the act of April 2, 1810.

The committee will now advert to the acts for the management of the fiscal concerns of the fund.

The tenth section of the act of April 23, 1800, (vol. 3. p. 361,) enacts “ that the said (navy pension)
fund shall be under the management and direction of the Secretary of the Navy, the Secretary of the
Treasury, and the Secretary of War, for the time being, who are hereby authorized to receive any sums
to which the United States may be entitled, from the sale of prizes, and employ and invest the same, and
the interest arising therefrom, in any manner«which a majority of them may deem most advantageous:
and it shall be the duty of the said commissioners fo lay before Congress, annuaily, in the first week of their
session, a minule statement of their proceedings relative to the management of said fund.”

The act of March 26, 1804, (vol. 3, p. 615,) provides that the money accruing to the fund shall be
paid to and disbursed by the Treasurcr of the United States; that the Comptroller of the Treasury should
direct suits to recover moneys due the fund; that the commissioners should appoint a secretary, to perform
all duties in relation to the fund they should require of him, to be paid out of the fund a salary of two
hundred and fifty dollars a year; and that the commissioners of the fund make such regulations as should
appear expedient, for the admission of persons on the roll of navy pensioners, and for the payment of the
pensions. If more eflicient means can be required to enable the commissioners of the fund to secure its
interests, they will be found in the act of April 16, 1816, (vol. 6, p. 64 to 66.)

In the execution of the duties enjoined on the commissioners by the last clause of the tenth section
of the act of April 23, 1800, they have made an annual report, which has not usually been received until
January or February. The defects in this report were pointed out in the report of the Committee on Naval -
Affairs to the House of Representatives, of March 2, 1829; (reports of the House, No. 104.)

In the reports made siuce that time, these defects have been supplied in all new cases, and as far as
practicable in all old ones; and the reports will, in a few years, serve to show the progress of the fund,
its losses and gains, and the operation of the several acts granting pensions chargeable thereon. One
defect in the report, not then pointed out, should be supplied, by stating what vessel had been captured,
and by what vessel, and when the prize ias taken from the sale of which the prize money paid in shall
have arisen.

By a reference to the annual report for 1829, dated February 18, 1830, (1st session, 21st Congress,
document No. 63, page 49,) the losses of the fund may be stated:

1. In commissions and brokerage, mostly paid to clerks in the Navy Department.......... $4,944 78
2. Miscellaneous charges for blanks, printing, &cC...ceeveannn... Cerereretanens cessenes 5562 17
3. In Columbia Bank stock, considered as a loss to the fund, (vide page 40)to............ 99,502 60

4, Brokerage paid in 1830, (vide annual report, January 27, 1831, House document No. 75,). 194 52

In some cases of the purchases of stock, where brokerage has been paid, as in the last item, a saving
to the fund has been made by the discount; but the moneys of the fund are hazarded, and its income ren-
dered uncertain, by these repeated investments. The loss in the Columbia Bank stock, too, is a strong
admonition against any stockjobbing in the fund. To save these commissions and avoid these losses, as
well as render the income of the fund regular and certain, and make its fiscal concerns of management
easy and simple in detail, the committee, in their bill, authorize the disposal of the stocks of the fund,
and limit investment in stocks, for the payment of which the public faith of the United States, or of some
State, is pledged, and in none other. Several of the States, in aid of their internal improvements, have
erected stocks bearing interest, redeemable after many years; and it is to be presumed that loans of this
kind will be made every year by some of the States. The provisions of the present bill, it is expected,
will enable the commissijoners to invest the moneys of the fund in some of these stocks, by purchase or
loan, on good terms; and, once done, the management of the fiscal concerns of the fund will be made easy
and safe.

The present state of the fund is so clearly exhibited in the annual report of January 27, 1831, (House
document No. 75,) that the committee will refer to it without repeating its details. It is proper, how-
ever, to remark, that a careful consideration ,of the subject obliges the committee to say that, in their
opinion, the revival of the act of March 3, 1817, would create a charge upon the fund considerably beyond its
income. (Vide their report, 2d session 20th Congress, March 2, 1829, House of Representatives, No. 103.)

On principles of public policy, the committee are of opinion that the pensions should extend to all
the cases of the death of the husband or father, caused by injuries peculiar to the military marine; but
they do not think that a pension should be promised in cases where the death of the husband or father
occurs from a cause common, natural, and usually incident to persons in the civil marine or merchant ser-
vice. To illustrate this distinction, the committee would remark that, as ships in the naval service are
better built, rigged, manned, and navigated than in the merchant service, the persons on board are less
exposed to loss of life from the sinking of the ship, or other nautical injuries, than those in the civil
marine. The same remark will apply to the superior health and medical attendance in the navy; and in
such, and the like cases, no pension should be granted. But if the death is caused by injuries military
or warlike in their nature, as by a fall or other injury sustained in, and by reason of, an engagement; or
if the death should be from drowning, where the vessel or boat is sunk by reason of injuries received in
any engagement, the pension appears proper. The committee have sought to establish this rule by their
bill; and, in principle, policy, or equal justice, if they go beyond this limit, the act of 1817 should be
revived, and the widows should be placed on the pension list of all who die of diseases contracted or
casualty received in the line of duty, or, in its practical effect, the United States should ensure againstevery
kind of death of persons in the naval service, by a pension to his widow and children.

The pensions to widows have been limited to five vears, and during widowhood. By the first of
these limitations the pension is made uncertain; and, if withheld, the widow is supported when younger
and most able to provide for herself, and left unprovided for when time has enfeebled her, and buried the
friends on whom she might once have depended. By the second of these limitations, marriages are
injuriously discouraged. The committee propose to remedy these evils, by granting the pension to the
widow for life, as a feme sole, notwithstanding any marriage. Perhaps, too, this is the best provision
for the children while young, as it will put it into the power of the mother, always their best friend, to
aid and support them, notwithstanding her future marriage. :

By the provisions of the laws already cited, the public faith is pledged to make the fund equal to the
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payment of the half pay pensions to invalids; and the committee, in the bill now submitted, provide that
wnvalid pensions may be paid out of the principal moneys of the fund, if the income should be different.
They do this, as well to preserve the public faith, as because they suppose that Congress will reimburse
the fund all its losses, including those which may arise from these payments of its principal moneys.

The pensions to widows and children, heretofore granted by law, are equal to the half pay of the
deceased. In the present bill, the committee intend to grade the pensions so as to afford persons in every
condition of life a moderate share of relief; which will, in a very small degree, enhance the pittance to
the lowest, aud though reduced, leave to the higher a respectable pension.

These pensions are reduced in amount, among other, for these reasons, because:

1. A pension for life is much more valuable than a pension for years, and especially when the limita-
tion of widowhood is removed.

2. The pensions to which the claimants may now have a vested right are not intended to be reduced
unless the income of the fund should prove insufficient; and the committee fear that the income of the
fund may not be sufficient to pay the pensions, which, after the passage of the contemplated act, will be
chargeable upon it, if they either adopt a higher grade of pension or extend it to other classes.

3. If the income of the fund shall be so invested as to secure a permanent income beyond the pen-
sions now made chargeable on it, Congress may increase these rates of pension so as to grade them in
amount more in accordance with the real wants of the widows and children, and especially with reference
to these female orphans.

Many difficulties appear to have arisen in giving a construction to the repealing section of the act of
January 22, 1824. To avoid these difficulties, the commitiee do not intend to affect the vested rights of
any claimant to a pension; nor do they intend that any pension to a widow, child, or children, shall here-
after be granted for any cause which shall accrue, arise, or happen, after the passage of the bill now re-
ported. Heavy arrearages of pensions have heretofore been claimed and paid; but, in the case of pen-
sions granted under the bill now reported, the committee design they should commence in the case of
children from the death of the father or mother, which shall last happen, and in the case of a widow, from
the death of the husband, in no case, more than six months before her completion of the proofs on which
the pension is granted.

21st CoNGRESS.] No. 448. [2p Sesstox.

ON CLAIM TO COMPENSATION FOR A VESSEL IMPRESSED BY A NAVAL OFFICER INTO
THE UNITED STATES SERVIEE AND DESTROYED BY THE ENEMY.

COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 18, 1831.

Mr. Cagsox, from the Committee on, Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of George K.
Knight, reported:

The petitioner, previous to the month of May, 1814, was the owner of a schooner called the
“Experiment,” engaged in trade in the Chesapeake Bay and its tributary waters, under the command of
Captain George McDuell. He alleges that he gave strict orders to his captain not to do anything which
would expose his vessel to capture by the British forces, which then infested the waters of the Chesa-
peake, nor to engage in any improper trade: that, while said vessel was proceeding on her voyage down
the river Potomac, she was stopped by the commander of a small vessel-of-war of the United States, and
taken into the public service as a look-out vessel: that said vessel was dispatched by the commander of
the United States vessel-of-war down the river Potomac to look out for British ships-of-war, which were
said to be in the river: that, upon turning a point in the river, she suddenly came in view of a squadron
of British ships: that the captain of said schooner endeavored to make his escape by running into
Yeocomico creek, but in doing so the vessel grounded, and was next morning captured by the enemy’s
barges, and burned; and the petitioner claims compensation for the vessel so captured and destroyed.
At the time of these transactions the petitioner resided in the city of Baltimore, in the State of Maryland,
and was engaged in mercantile iransactions; but that, owing to this and many other heavy losses in
trade, he was compelled to relinquish his business, and removed to the western part of the State of New
York, and assumed the occupation of & farmer. That at the time of the destruction of his vessel, a
protest, setting forth all the circumstances of the case, was made by Captain McDuell, her commander,
which, together with other depositions and documents in the case, were wholly and utterly destroyed by
the burning of his dwelling-house, on the 10th of February, 1830. The fact of the burning of the
petitioner’s dwelling is fully substantiated by a large number of his neighbors.

It appears from documents with which the committee have been furnished by the Navy Department,
that the United States schooner “Asp,” under the command of Midshipman Richard Mackall, was
dispatched from the Navy yard in Washington, on the 13th of April, 1814, to Baltimore, with cannon,
and raft of mast pieces in tow, intended for the United States frigate * Java,” then building in Baltimore:
that, after the departure of the “Asp” from Washington, the Navy Department was informed that a
British squadron was Iying off the mouth of the Potomac, and that orders were thereupon forwarded to
stop her further progress. On the 29th of April, the commander of the “Asp,” in.a letter dated
“Ludlow’s Landing,” informed Commodore Tingey that he had obtained certain intelligence that the
enemy’s squadron was at anchor a small distance below Blackstone’s Island, in the Potomac, and that, for
safety of the raft, &c., he should move further up the river.

It appears from the depositions of Captain McDuell, who now resides in the city of Washington,
taken March 29th and April 8th, 1830, that while the Asp was thus lying in the Potomac, arrested in her
voyage and beleaguered by the enemy, the vessel of the petitioner, pursuing a voyage from Alexandria,
in the District of Columbia, to St. Mary’s, on the Potomac, was hailed by the Asp, and informed that the
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enemy were in the Potomac below; upon which the “ Experiment” cast anchor alongside of the Asp, the
commander of which stated that, as his vessel was not a swift sailer, and being encumbered with a raft
in tow, the preservation of which was of much consequence, he was desirous of engaging a fast sailing
vessel, such as the Experiment, as a look-out vessel to proceed down the river and reconnoitre the enemy:
that he (Captain McDuell) having other people’s property on board, and positive orders from his owners
not to risk or endanger his vessel, declined the service. Upon which the commander of the Asp informed
him that he was authorized to employ a vessel to look out, if he found it necessary to do so, and there-
upon positively ordered him to proceed down the river to reconnoitre: that he then considered that he had
no further discretion in the case, as he considered, in fact, his vessel and himself impressed into the
public service, by a force which he had not the ability, if the inclination, to oppose: that he did proceed
on the service assigned him, and went cautiously down the river as far as Piney Point, keeping as near
the shorve as possible. On turning the point, in the dusk of the evening, he suddenly discovered the
enemy’s squadron, and was completely within their power: that not being able to return, the wind blow-
ing down the river, he ran across the river and endeavored to gain Yeocomico creek, in doing which he
grounded; and that every exertion to get the vessel off proving fruitless, she was captured next morning
by the enemy’s barges, who also fruitlessly endeavored to get her off, after which she was fired and
destroyed. Captain McDuell also states that no consideration would have4nduced him to have ventured
his vessel in the service had he not believed that he was bound to do so by the orders of the officer of the
government, being, as he conceived, legally impressed into the public service, and that he could have
reached his place of destination in safety. He further states that, shortly after the capture and destruc-
tion of the Experiment, he entered a protest before the collector of the port of Yeocomico, which he sent
to his owners in Baltimore.

It may be proper here to observe that the respectability of the character of Captain McDuell is
amply vouched by many highly honorable gentlemen of the city of Washington.

G. Robinson, of Westmoreland county, Virginia, states that he was on the shore when Captain
McDuell landed from his schooner, who then made the same representations with respect to his being
impressed into the public service as are set forth in his deposition, which Mr. Robinson states he has
examined. g

John Murphy, the presiding justice of Westmoreland county court, states that he recollects the cir-
cumstances of the vessel’s being on shore, captured, and destroyed: that a company of United States
troops and a company of militia, stationed in the neighborhood, went to her defence: that he has seen
Captain McDuell’s statement, and that he has not the least doubt it is perfectly correct.

Captain Allen S. Dozier states that he was in command of a company of militia, stationed a little
above the mouth of Yeocomico creek; saw the schooner on shore: that Captain McDuell called upon him
for assistance to get her off: that part of his company went on board, used all the means in their power,
during the night, but without success: that she was captured next morning and destroyed: and that, to
the best of his recollection, Captain McDuell made a formal protest before the collector of Yeocomico,
which was, also, signed by his lieutenant and himself, setting forth all-the circumstances of the case.

Captain William L. Rogers states that he commanded a company of the United States troops sta-
tioned about two miles above the place where the vessel was destroyed: that, upon discovering she was
aground, he went to her relief: that a large armed barge, under cover of a heavy armed schooner, was
approaching: that all was done in her defence with musketry, which time and circumstances permitted:
and that, during the conflict, Captain McDuell behaved with firmness, and manifested a determination to
defend his vessel to the last. Captain Rogers also states that, after the vessel was abandoned by the
enemy, he boarded her, with a view to extinguish the fire, but that all endeavors to do so were fruitless:
that the vessel appeared to be from eighty to a hundred tons’ burthen, in good condition, worth from two
to three thousand dollars.

The Hon. John Taliaferro, of the House of Representatives, certifies, in writing, to the high standing
and respectability of the characters of Mr. Robinson, Mr. Murphy, Captain Dozier, and Captain Rogers.

From this statement of facts, which are amply sustained in the opinion of the committee, the follow-
ing conclusions present themselves:

That the vessel of the petitioner was captured and destroyed by the enemy: that such capture and
destruction would not, probably, have taken place, if the commander of the United States ship Asp had
not interfered with the voyage of the vessel, by taking her and her commander into his service to recon-
noitre the enemy, the better to protect himself and the public property under his charge.

The petitioner alleges, and Captain McDuell makes oath to the fact, that his orders were strict and
positive to run no risk of capture by the ememy, nor to do anything which would be likely to endanger
the safety of his vessel; and under these orders, and from the declarations of Captain McDuell, it is fair
to infer that, after he was informed of the neighborhood of the enemy, he would bave withdrawn up the
river, or talien such other precautions as would have assured the safety of the vessel. This, he states,
he was prevented from doing by his impressment into the public service. Whether that impressment was
legal or not, it is not for the committee now to determine; it is sufficient to state that it was the common
practice at the time, for officers of any grade, both in the military and naval arm of the service, to
impress private property info the public service, and indemnity has been made in many such cases; and
the captain alleges that, according to the received opinions, and the practice of the times, he did not
consider himself as having any option or discretion left, after he was told by the commander of the Asp
that he had authority to impress his vessel or any other vessel into his service, and was ordered to pro-
ceed in the discharge of duties appointed for him. It appears he did proceed in the discharge of these
duties; and it was in their discharge that the vessel was captured and destroyed.

Although the commander of the Asp might not have had authority from his superior officers to impress
the vessel of the petitioner into the public service, yet it should be recollected he was charged with a
highly important service, upon the successful execution of which depended the fitting out for sea one of
the frigates of the United States; it was, therefore, praiseworthy in him to take all measures of precau-
tion which, in his judgment, would tend to the presevation of the valuable property in his charge, and
for its ultimate safe arrival at the place of its destination. One of these measures was, in his opinion,
to take and dispatch a fast-sailing vessel down the river to ascertain the fact of an enemy’s neighbor-
hood, so as to enable him to decide whether it would be safe to proceed, or best to return up the river.
The measure’ resulted in the preservation of the public property, and in the subservience of the public
interest, and in the loss of the property of the petitioner. Had Mr. Mackall, the commander of the Asp,
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neglected to take any or all measures within his power to assure the safety of his important charge, it is
believed he would have been justly obnoxious to censure; and if, in doing what, under the peculiar cir-
cumstances of the case, he might have conceived to be his duty, the public interest was protected, and
that of the petitioner sacrifieed, it is believed that a due regard for public justice requires that the dam-
age sustained by the petitioner should be made good. With these views, the commitiee report a bill for
his relief. .

21st CoxGRESs.] No. 449. [2p Sesstox.

ON THE REGULATION AND PROPER DISTRIBUTION OF THE CONTINGENT EXPENSES OF
THE NAVY AND OF THE NAVY DEPARTMENT.

COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 22, 1831.
Mr. A. H. Suerperp, from the Committee on the Expenditures of the Navy, reported:

During the year embracing the last quarter of 1829 and the three first quarters of 1830, there was
reported and allowed by the proper accounting officers the sum of $384,868.75 on account of contingent
expenses of the navy, a large proportion of which was applicable to other years thau that in which it
was settled and allowed. The following abstracts exhibit the proper distribntion of this expenditure,
with reference to the respective dates to which it is chargeable:

Contingent before 1824, .. u.uuuntniiiiiiieiiiiariiiiiiieeresennanecsonsaaanns 8407 19
Contingent for 1824............00.t. D 96 12
Contingent for 1825, ..t reeieierrinnieiietteettternnnreersonaceeasscssososeanns 141 55
Contingent for 1826. .. uveuiiiiiiiiriiiiiiieaeeereenersssncnoesosscnosanesannns 2,998 54
Contingent for 1827........0vcviiii... B ceeones Cereeariciteaaa 9,421 03
Contingent for 1828............ Cenees Ceeaeteieeeetteeeretetetteasare et eannaas 68,660 15
Contingent for 1820, .t utinunttieiineiiieeneeaaeneereerennasnsessseeanrocaceannns 218,032 38
Contingent for 1830....cc0vveeenn. Ceserenesnen Ceeeeereeeaenans cecessernas cheeen. 85,120 59

Totaleeeeviveeeeercoaroaconnneen cveesenceneseans Ceerenen Geseeesariressraanas $384,868 15

By adverting to the accounts in detail, your committee perceive that ““traveling expenses” of the
officers and agents of the navy is an item of very frequent occurrence, amounting, in the aggregate, to
no incensiderable proportion of the whole expenditure. In their report made to the last session of
Congress, your committee adverted to the great irregularities which, under this and other heads of expen-
diture, had previously obtained, and which had been corrected by the then practice of the Department,
and particularly by requiring a reasonable computation of distance to be charged for, and making the
compensation correspond as nearly as practicable to the traveling expense actually and regularly incurred
by the officer or agent of the Department. In the account now under consideration, they perceive no
departure from this rule, but, on the contrary, they are satisfactorily assured that in future there will
be a still further saving to the government under this head of contingent expenditure, by discontinuing
allowances to the disbursing officers of the navy while happening to attend at the seat of government
for the settlement of their accounts. Hitherto, traveling and per diem allowances were regularly made
them upon the certificate of the accounting officers that their attendance was necessary for the explana-
tion of their respective accounts; but if, unforfunately, the skill and regularity employed by any of these
officers in the transaction of their official duties, had been such as to obviate all difficulty in understanding
and passing upon their accounts, then and in that case these faithful and efficient agents of the Depart-
ment would not be entitled to any allowance, because they could not obtain the necessary certificate. It
does appear to your committee that such a practice can but have operated as an encouragement to
negligence, and a reward to habits of official irregularity. They therefore entirely approve of its
discontinuance.

There is at present a laudable effort manifested by the Department to observe the several laws
making appropriations for its support and regulating its c.nduct, by carefully confining the disburse-
ment of moneys drawn from the Treasury to the precise object of the requisition, and not permitting its
expenditure under any other head of appropriation. In this way, great irregularities in the accounts of
* the Department will be avoided, and the accountability of its disbursing officers more certainly secured.

For the expenditures of the office of the Secretary of the Navy for the last year, your committee
would refer to the letter of that officer, and the accompanying certificates of the Comptroller. TFrom these
documents it will appear that, but for a deficiency under the late administration of the Department,
instead of three thousand dollars, (the usual appropriation,) two thousand would be sufficient for the
year 1831. And although this may be locked upon as but a small matter in itself, your committee can
but regard it as the evidence of a more extended economy, embracing, as they believe it does, the entire
administration of the pecuniary concerns of the navy.

Navy Departyext, February 8, 1831.

Sir: I have the honor, in compliance with your verbal request, to report that the contingent fund of
this Department, applicable to the year 1830, consisted of the following sums, viz:
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Balance in the agent’s hands on the 14th of January, 1830, as per last report of 20th April, 1830 818 92

Amount in the Treasury, refunded by former agent....coveveeieiieierireiiieenrinsenns 66 89
Appropriated by act of the 18th March, 1830.. ... ccvieiiiiiiieiiiiiiiinnaranennccnans 3,000 00
$3,085 81
There has been drawn from the Treasury, under requisitions approved by the
Department, within the year 1880. .. 0ccuiereieiiiiaiiiiiineennnnnnns $2,066 89
To which add amount in agent’s hands on the 14th January, 1830.............. 18 92
2,085 81

‘Which, deducted from the above, left a balance in the Treasury, on the 1st Jan., 1881, of. $1,000 00

The disbursements to the 14th of January, 1831, by the agent, on account of the contingent expenses
of this office for the year 1830, amounted to $1,959.17, which, deducted from the amount drawn, &c., left
a balance in his hands of $126.64, which, added to the balance of $1,000 in the Treasury on the 1st Jan-
uary, makes $1,126.64 available to meet the demands of 1881, in addition to the appropriation of $3,000
estimated to be made for the present year. It will be recollected that it was stated in the last report to
your committee, that claims remained unpaid to the amount of $724.51, contracied under the former
administration. It is the desire of the Department to settle them out of the balance of the appropriation
for 1830. Had those claims not have remained unpaid, instead of the usual appropriation of $3,000 on
account of the contingent expenses of this office, $2,000 would have been amply sufficient for the present
year, in addition to the balance in the Treasury. The agent’s accounts have been rendered and adjusted
at the Treasury, and are in agreement with the official settlements, as will be seen from the copies of the
Comptroller’s letters to him on the subject, which are herewith enclosed.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, JOHN BRANCH.

The Hon. A. H. Suerrern, Chairman of the Commitiee on Expenditures in the Novy Department.

Treasury DerartyENT, Comptroller’s Office, August 9, 1830.
Str: Your account of expenditures from the 22d of February to the 1st of April, 1880, for books,
printing, stationery, and extra clerk hire, &e., including the cost of keeping the messenger’s horse for
the said period, has been adjusted at the Treasury, and a balance of $36.65 found due to the United
States from you, as per account rendered.
It is deemed necessary that, in future, your contingent accounts be approved by the Secretary of the

Navy.
Respectfully, JOS. ANDERSON, Comptroller.
Mr. CrrisrorEER ANDREWS, Agent, Office of the Secretary of the Navy.

Treasury DerarmMENT, Compiroller’s Qffice, September 16, 1830.

Sir: Your account of expenditures from the 5th April to the 2d August, 1830, for books, printing,
stationery, newspapers, and extra clerk hire, &c., including the cost of keeping the messenger’s horse
from the 1st April to the 80th June, 1830, has been adjusted at the Treasury, and a balance of §74.71
found due to the United States from you, corresponding with the balance stated in your account ren-
dered.

Respectfully, JOS. ANDERSON, Comptroller.

Mr. CrristorHER ANDREWS, Agent, Office of Secretary of the Navy.

Treasvry Derarmuenrt, Comptroller’s Office, October 29, 1830.
Sir: Your account of expenditures from the 3d August to the Tth October, 1830, for fuel, books,
stationery, printing, newspapers, repairs of office, furniture, and extra clerk hire, &c., including the cost
of keeping the messenger’s horse for the months of August and September, 1830, has been adjusted at
the Treasury, and a balance of $74.65 found due to the United States from you.
’ Respectfully, JOS. ANDERSON, Comptroller.

Mr. CurisrorEER ANDREWS, Agent, Office of the Secretary of the Navy.

TreasvrY Deparruexnt, Comptroller’s Office, February 10, 1831,
Siz: Your account of expenditures from the 8th October, 1830, to the 14th January, 1831, for fuel,
books, printing, stationery, newspapers, repairs of office furniture, and extra clerk hire, &e., including
the cost of keeping the messenger’s horse for the months of October, November, and December, 1830, has -
been adjusted at the Treasury, and a balance of $126.64 found due to the United States from you, cor-
responding with the balance exhibited in your account rendered.
Respectfully, . JOS. ANDERSON, Comptroller.

Col. CrristoraEr ANDREWS, Agent, Office of the Secretary of the Navy.
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21st CoxGRESS.] No. 450. [2p SEssion.

ON THE ACQUISITION OF SUITABLE LAND FOR THE CULTIVATION OF LIVE OAK
TIMBER, NEAR PENSACOLA, FLORIDA, AND THE MEANS OF PRESERVING THAT
TIMBER, FOR THE USE OF THE NAVY.

COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 26, 1831.

Mr. Horryay, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the letter of the Secretary of
the Navy, of January 7, 1831, in answer to the resolution of the House, of December 16, 1830,
reported:

That they have had the same under consideration. In the investigation of the subject, they found it
necessary to make the call for further information, contained in the letter of their chairman fo the Secre-
tary of the Navy, of February 1, 1831; and they refer to his reply of February 7, 1831.

By the resolution of the House, the Secretary of the Navy was required to furnish the information
contained in his letter, and the papers sent with it. His letter of January 8, 1831, contains a statement
of the authority under which the purchase of the live oak lands at Pensacola has been made, and the
construction adopted by the Department at different times, in relation to the authority to make such
purchases; the contracts for such lands; the conveyances therefor; the consideration money paid therefor;
to whom and when. On these points, the information afforded is specially referred to in the letter, and
correcting, as the committee have done, by a note on the back of the papers, any erroneous reference to
them. The letter makes details on the part of the committee unnecessary.

As respects the value of these lands, the information given is less satisfactory. TFurther examination
is, in the opinion of the committee, necessary to decide on the fitness and value of these lands for the
purposes of supplying live oak.

It is perfectly competent for the Executiv: to cause the fullest inquiry and examinations to be made
of these and all other lands for live oak purposes, without further legislation on the part of Congress.

On the point whether these lands are of a quality, and so situated aud timbered, as to make them a
proper location for a live oak nursery, the information given is in some respects uncerfain, and in some
instances contradictory. The agents appointed by the late Secretary of the Navy, after full examination,
decide against the location as bad in soil, and not advantageous in timber.

Under these circumstances, before large sums are expended on this or any other location, the com-
mittee advise the most careful and satisfactory examinations, and the final selection of those sites which
combine the advantages of the sea breeze, proper soil, and a thrifty growth of young live oaks, in situa-
tions as free as may be from the incursions and fires of fishermen and hunters, and where the timber may
be secured against intruders to cut it for home consumption or export. The means in the power of the
Department to make these examinatious are abundant, and the disposition to do so most clearly
expressed.

Some question has been made respecting the efficiency of the conveyances for these lands, the title
and claims to dower in them; and there may arise questions as to the trusts or purposes for which they
are in the deeds stated fo be purchased, and in whom the legal estate is vested. The committee would
recommend in this, as in every other case of a purchase of lands, that all the conveyances and title deeds
be referred to the Attorney General for his opinion; and that the Secretary of the Navy obtain, as far as
he may be able, from all persons, such further and other conveyances and assurances as the Attorney
General shall advise, to vest in the United States the legal and equitable estate in the said lands. Mr.
White, by whom they have been conveyed, has expressed to the committee his readiness to make any
farther conveyance which the Attorney General shall advise, and there can be no doubt that the late
Secretary will cheerfully do the same. At present, therefore, it is supposed no legislation is necessary
on this point. :

Th(? most material part of the subject is that which relates to the quantity of live oak, and the pre-
servation of it for naval purposes.

The powers of the Executive over these subjects are declared in the “acts making reservation of
certain public lands to supply the timber for naval purposes,” of March 1, 1817, (vol. 6, p. 1'14;) and the
““act to amend an act making reservation of certain public lands for naval purposes, passed the 1st of
March, 1817,” of May 15, 1820, (vol. 6, p. 542;) and the “act for the gradual improvement of the navy
of the United States,”” of March 8, 18217, (vol. 7, p. 603.)

The penalties provided for the preservation of live oak and cedar timber, by the act of March 1, 1817,
appear to be sufficient as to all lands to which they extend; but doubts may be raised as to their appli-
cation to the lands subsequently acquired by the United States, which would include the whole coast of
Florida. To remove these doubts, the committee report a bill extending these penalties to injuries to the
timber on any lands acquired or to be acquired for naval purposes.

The means provided for reserving proper portions of the public lands for the preservation and growth
of live oak appear to be adequate, and no legislation on the subject is necessary.

In the letter of the Secretary of the Navy to the chairman of the committee, of February 7, 1831, is
a statement of the reservations made, and the measures pursued and pursuing to ascertain the quantity
of live oak, and for the preservation thereof. This letter refers to many of the papers containing the
information in detail. Two of these, E and H, specifying the localities of the timber, the committee have
returned to the Department, considering the letter as sufficiently particular on this part of the subject.

In that letter, the Secretary of the Navy states that ‘‘the preservation of the forests of young live
oak, in common with other trees of larger growth, has been recommended to Congress as an object to be
prosecuted with an active and undeviating purpose, and to this object the Department feels itself bound
to devote the most unremitting attention.”

The means to effect these purposes are deemed sufficient; and though there may be no necessity for
growing the oak from the acorns at this time, the committee are of opinion that the examinations of the
public and other lands, to ascertain the quantity and quality of the live oak, should be prosecuted with
increased industry and adequate force. Extensive locations and reservations should be made with all
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possible dispatch, and the most efficient means should be adopted to preserve the live oak on all such
lands, and to encourage and facilitate the growth of the young live oaks.

Navy DepartyENT, January 7, 1831.

Sir: T have the honor, in compliance with the resolution of the House of Representatives, of the 16th
of December, 1830, to transmit the following report. The documents accompanying it afford all the
information in the possession of the Department, or within its control, called for, and tending to explain
the subjects embraced in the resolution.

The papers in the file marked A, and numbered from 1 to 21 inclusive, are copies of the correspon-
dence between the Department and the superintendent and overseer of the live oak plantation near
Pensacola, in Florida, required by the first branch of the resolution of the House of Representatives,
above referred to.

By an extract, marked B, from a report of the Secretary of the Navy to the President of the United
States, dated December 1, 1827, it appears that the purchase of land having timber on it was one of the
purposes to which he intended fo apply the appropriation granted in March, 1827, for the gradual
improvement of the navy.

Paper marked C, is a copy of a letter from the honorable Joseph M. White, delegate from Florida,
dated January 29, 1828, offering to sell eight hundred arpents of land on Santa Rosa Sound to the Secre-
tary of the Navy, for the consideration of vne thousand eight hundred dollars, and proposing to purch:se
four hundred arpents adjoining, and transfer it to the Secretary upon the same terms.

D is a copy of an agreement between Samuel L. Southard, Secretary of the Navy, and Joseph M.
White, dated 29th Jannary, 1828, in which the latter contracts to use his exertions to procure and make
a title to the United States to one thousand two hundred arpents of land on Santa Rosa Sound, for two
thousand seven hundred dollars, eight hundred of which were to be paid on that day, and if anything
should obstruct the execution of the contract, then the eight hundred dollars were to be considered in
full for the live oak on eight hundred arpents of land then owned by him, which was to be considered as
purchased from that date; but in case the contract was consummated, this was to be a part of the con-
sideration for the land.

E is a copy of a deed from Joseph M. White to the Secretary of the Navy for one thousand two
hundred arpents of land, dated March 10, 1828, for a consideration of fifteen hundred dollars. Fis a
copy of a deed from Henry M. Breckenridge, dated 14th March, 1825, conveying to said Joseph M. White,
for a consideration of four hundred and seventy-two dollars, one undivided half of a tract of land con-
taining eight hundred arpents, confirmed to the said Breckenridge by the United States land commis-
sioners. :

G is a copy of a deed, dated 28th of January, 1828, from Henry M. Breckenridge to Joseph M. White,
for a consideration of five hundred dollars, for four hundred arpents of land, being the other half of the
tract of eight hundred arpents, mentioned in paper marked F.

H is a copy of a deed executed by R. K. Call and wife, on the 6th day of May, 1828, conveying to
Joseph M. White, for a consideration of five hundred dollars, four hundred arpents of land, adjoining the
land of H. M. Breckenridge, &c. These lands, four hundred arpents of which were purchased the day
before Mr. White’s contract was made, and four hundred more three months afterwards, make up the
tract of twelve hundred arpents conveyed to the Secretary of the Navy on the 10th March, 1828. The
deeds show that the four hundred purchased of Breckenridge, and the four hundred bought of Call, cost
five hundred dollars each, and in tke deed to the Secretary of the Navy the consideration named is filteen
hundred dollars.

Paper I is a copy of Mr. White’s account as settled in the Fourth Auditor’s office, showing that he
did actually receive for these twelve hundred arpents of land two thousand seven hundred dollars,
according to his original contract, marked J. There were, therefore, paid for these lands one thousand
two hundred dollars more than the consideration named in the deed. Of the sum given, eight hundred
dollars were paid on the 29th of January, 1828, and one thousand nine hundred dollars on the 22d day of
March following. Though, in approving this account, the Secretary of the Navy stated that a part of
the money was paid for timber, the original contracts, and the account itself, represent that it was paid
for the land.

J is a copy of articles of agreement between Samuel L. Southard and Joseph M. White, dated 22d
March, 1828, by which the latter agrees with the former to procure and make to him title to two tracts
of land, supposed to contain eighteen hundred arpents, for three thousand four hundred dollars, or at the
same rate for a similar quantity.

K is a copy of a deed from “said White, dated 27th of May, 1828, conveying to the said Samuel L.
Southerd, Secretary of the Navy, twelve hundred and fifty arpents of land for two thousand three hun-
dred and sixty-one dollars and eleven cents.

L is a copy of a deed from Henry Michlet to Joseph M. White, for six hundred and eighty-three
acres, (say eight hundred arpents, more or less,) at a consideration of eight hundred dollars, dated 3d
May, 1828.

? M is a copy of a deed from Sebastian Caro to Joseph M. White for four hundred arpents of land, at a
consideration of three hundred dollars, dated 15th May, 1828, which tract was conveyed to Caro by
Henry Michlet. These two tracts of eight hundred arpents, purchased for one thousand one hundred
dollars, are the twelve hundred and fifty arpents conveyed to the Secretary of the Navy on the 27th May,
1828, for two thousand three hundred and sixty-one dollars and eleven cents.

The copy of Mr. White’s account, marked I, shows that this sum was paid on the 27th of May, 1828;
it does not appear that the other five hundred and fifty arpents mentioned in the contract of 22d March
were ever purchased or conveyed.

N is a copy of articles of agreement between H. M. Breckenridge and Samuel L. Southard, Secretary
of the Navy, dated 29th January, 1828, by which the former agreed to convey to the latter four hundred
arpents of land, with the improvements, for a consideration of two thousand two hundred dollars, four
hundred of which were to.be then paid, and the Secretary was to be at liberty immediately to remove
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the live oak from the land. The four hundred dollars were paid on the same day out of the appropriation
for the gradual improvement of the navy.

0 is a copy of a letter from H. M. Breckenridge to the Secretary of the Navy, from which it appears
that he had offered to take a smaller sum than he was then inclined to ask.

P is a copy of a letter from the same to the same, offering the four hundred arpents at two thousand
five hundred dollars, altered, after it was written, to two thousand two hundred dollars. Both these let-
ters originally bore date 1st February, 1828; but the former was altered so as bear date the 28th Janu-
ary, and the latter the 29th. .

Q is a copy of a power of attorney from H. M. Breckenridge to Joseph M. White, dated 28th January,
1828, acknowledged on-the 29th, authorizing the latter to sell and convey the same tract of land which, on
the latter day, Mr. Breckenridge himself contracted to convey to the Secretary of the Navy.

V is a copy of a deed, dated the 10th day of March, 1828, from Joseph M. White, attorney in fact for
H. M. Breckenridge, to Samuel L. Southard, Secretary of the Navy, conveying the same four hundred
arpents of land, for the consideration of one thousand eight hundred dollars.

The paper marked I, being a copy of Mr. White’s accdunt, as settled in the Fourth Auditor’s office,
shows that two thousand two hundred dollars were actually paid for this land; four hundred in advance
on the 29th of January, 1828, and one thousand eight hundred on the 21st of March following. There
were, therefore, paid for this land four hundred dollars more than the consideration named in the deed.

S is a copy of a deed, dated the 10th day of March, 1828, from Joseph M. White, attorney in fact for
Francisco and Ferdinando Moreno, to Samuel L. Southard, Secretary of the Navy, for eight hundred
arpents of land, for a consideration of three thousand dollars.

By paper marked I, it appears that the sum of three thousand dollars was paid to Mr. White, on
account of this land; the payment bears date March 21st, 1828.

T is a copy of a deed, dated 2d June, 1828, from Joseph M. White, on his own account, and as atfor-
ney in fact for H. M. Breckenridge, conveying to Samuel L. Southard sixteen hundred arpents of land
“for a valuable consideration;” which lands are the same conveyed in deeds marked E and V, at a con-
sideration, as named in the deeds, of three thousand three hundred dollars, when the valuable considera-
tion actually paid for them was four thousand nine hundred dollars, as appears by the contracts and
accounts settled. Why the deeds do not show the precise sums paid for the several tracts of land pur-
chased as above is unexplained by any documents in the Department.

W is another conveyance of the Morenos’ eight hundred arpents of land, for the same consideration
as in paper marked S, dated 2d June, 1828.

The deeds from Mr. White to the Secretary of the Navy are all without warranty, without relinguish-
ment of dower, vagne and indefinite, and three of them have never been recorded.

X and Y are extracts from a report of surveyors, appointed by the late Secretary of the Navy, dated
October, 1828, and a report of Commodore Rodgers, dated October, 1829. From these papers it appears
that, on the four hundred arpents of land purchased from Mr. Breckenridge, there are about ten acres of
live oak land, bearing one hundred and seventeen trees fit for use, and many too small to be of any pres-
ent value. It does not appear from these papers, or any other in the Department, that, on the lands pur-
chased of Mr. White and of the Morenos, there is a single tree fit for use.

Paper marked R contains extracts from a communication made to the Department, by Mr. Cornell,
late agent associated with Mr. Haire for the examination and survey of lands producing live oalk, &c.,
dated 16th July, 1829. From these it appears that the quality of the lands purchased by the government,
from Mr. White and Mr. Breckenridge, is far inferior to many thousands of acres of land owned by the
government, which last will not command the minimum government price of one dellar and twenty-five
cents per acre, and expressing the opinion that these lands, for which nine thousand dollars had been
paid by the government, “could not, at this moment, command nine thousand cents, except for the build-
ings erected by Judge Breckenridge, one of the former proprietors, and some other little improvements,
of no use to the government, put on one of the tracts by him previously to the sale of it to the govern-
ment.”

Z is a copy of aletter from Samuel L. Southard to the chairman of the Commitiee of Ways and Means
in the House of Representatives, dated the 29th January, 1828, the date of his first agreements with Mr.
White and Mr. Breckenridge, stating that it was desirable to purchase sixteen hundred arpents of live
oak lands in Florida, which would cost about five thousand dollars, as well as certain tracts in Georgia,
which he did not think it prudent to mention. He requested merely authority to purchase the lands, the
funds for which might be taken out of the appropriation for the gradual improvement of the navy.

AA is a copy of the third section of the appropriation bill for the support of the navy for 1828, grant-
ing ten thousand dollars out of the appropriation for gradual improvement of the navy, to pay for such
lands producing live oak as the President might think proper to purchase, to provide a supply of timber
for the use of the navy. This act passed on the 19th of March, 1828.

The Secretary had already, on the 29th of January, 1828, agreed to purchase twelve hundred arpents
of Mr. White, and four hundred of Mr. Breckenridge, to whom he had advanced twelve hundred dollars;
on the 10th of March, deeds were executed for two thousand four hundred arpents, for which, including
the advances, there were paid, on the 21st and 22d of March, 1828, seven thousand nine hundred dollars,
leaving two thousand one hundred of the ten thousand in the Treasury, which, with two hundred and
sixty-one dollars and eleven cents more, were paid over to Mr. White, for twelve hundred and fifty addi-
tional arpents, on the 27th May following.

No lands were purchased in Georgia. The whole sum set apart for that object, and two hundred and
sixty-one dollars more, were paid to Mr. White, and the Secretary of the Navy was still bound to pay
him for five hundred and fifty arpents more, had he procured and conveyed them within the time stipulated.

BB is a copy of a letter from Mr. Breckenridge, advising the purchase of certain pre-emption rights.

CC is a copy of a letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Mr. Breckenridge, giving authority to
make the purchases.

DD is a copy of a letter from Mr. Breckenridge, announcing that four pre-emptions had been pur-
chased, at one hundred and fifty dollars each.

From the same source the Department has been informed that there are about ten pre-emptions which
it is desirable to purchase. Those purchased have not been paid for, because it is not believed that the
Department had any legal authority to purchase them, or any fund out of which they could be legally paid
for. N
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The report of the Secretary of the Navy to the President, dated 1st December, 1827; the contracts
made, and the money advanced on the 29th January, 1828; the deeds executed on the 10th of March, nine
days before the special session became law; the authority given on the 23d of March to purchase lands
to the amount of three thousand four hundred dollars, when there were only two thousand one hundred
dollars of the ten thousand dollars left; the payment on the 27th of May of two hundred and sixty-one
dollars and eleven cents beyond the ten thousand dollars; and, finally, the authority given on the 6th of
December, 1828, to purchase the pre-emptions, all prove that, practically, at least, the act for the gradual
improvement of the navy was construed to authorize the purchase of lands, and establishment of live oalk
plantations. Out of the appropriation for that object, not only all these lands have been paid for, but
also all buildings and labor upon them, carts, oxen, utensils, and provisions, together with the salaries
of the superintendent and overseer, without any special authority from Congress.

File maked EE contains papers giving much miscellaneous information relating to the various trans-
actions detailed above, and which require no comment or explanation, but may tend to illustrate the sub-
ject under investigation.

‘Whether, in the course which has been Pursued in relation to this whole business, the interest of the
public has been consulted or promoted, and whether it is expedient at this time, under all the circum-
stances of the case, further to prosecute the j ropa ation or culture of live oak, is respectfully submitted

to your consideration.
JOHN BRANCH.
Hon. ANpREW STEVENSON, Speaker of the House of Representatives, U. S.

A,

Copies of the correspondence between the Navy Department and the superintendent and overseer of the live
oak plantation near Pensacola.

No. 1.
Pensacovs, March 21, 1828.

Sir: On my arrival here, I found my orange trees, together with a variety of exotic fruit trees, from
the West Indies, which I had not seen for a year, had grown beyond my most sanguine hopes, and arc
become exceedingly interesting and valuable, but, if removed, I fear, will perish. Having reared them
from the seed while a solitary hermit, it is not surprising that I should have an attachment to them; they
are my children. The situation which they occupy first struck me as very peculiar; it is impossible for
me to meet with one at all comparable, being protected on the north by a sheet of salt water five miles
wide, and a thicket of live oak and pine of a mile in depth, with an exposure to the sea on the south. In
fact, it is the only spot I can find suited to my trees, the culture of which has constituted my amusement for
five years. Several of my orange trees and lemon are now in bearing, and others soon will be. The thought
of being separated from them is distressing to me, and I blame myself for the inconsiderate act of dis-
posing of them on the discouraging accounts I received from the person who formerly occupied the place,
whose only object was to furnish an excuse for going away. But to what does all thislead? In a word,
it is this—if it be not too late to reconsider our contract, and allow me to reserve the few acres which
contain my house and favorite trees and shrubs, I will yield the rest of the land, with all the live oak, for
the consideration already paid me; and I assure you that this is a very small compensation. I fear, sir, I
may appear whimsical and ridiculous, but we are strange beings, fearfully made, and the happiness or
misery of our lives is very differently compounded. There are associations connected with this spot
which render it extremely painful for me to think of leaving it. What they are would be fitter for the
story of romance. - : -

The reservation of one little solitary orange grove can be no injury to the general plan of cultivating
the live oak; my buildings and improvements would be of little or no value to the government; they are
not such as it would construct if it were necessary to construct any. The residence of one family here
would be an advantage. It would be my interest fo keep out the fires. In fact, it is owing to the extra-
ordinary pains I have taken, for the last five years, to keep out the fires, that the thickets have grown up
so much in my vicinity. If it be possible to gratify my feelings in permitting me to retain those trees,
which are now so beautiful, and which I have reared with so much pains, it would be conferring a cheap
happiness on a simple kind of being, who, instead of pursuing the road of avarice or ambition, has pre-
ferred the cultivation of an innocent and elegant taste.

Should it no longer be in your power to gratify my wisb, at least it will be permitted me to retain
possession until conveniently and safely removing trees and shrubs, and to look out for anether place for
them. To find one equally suitable I despair. :

The situation gives me a difference of nearly half a degree of latitude from Pensacola. There has
been ice and frost at Pensacola this winter, but neither has been seen at my place. The peppers, which
are very tender, are, at this time, in blossom, have green and ripe peppers on the same shrub, for it there
grows to a shrub. Perhaps an agent may be wanted by the government to superintend and direct the
plantation of live oak, who has made the subject of the cultivation of trees his study; and, if I might
speak of myself, I will venture to say that none has been more successful in this country. I have imported
from England some of the works on plantations, as they are called, and the study and practice has, for
several years, been my favorite amusement. Although I do not pretend to be equal to Solomon, for this
would be vanity and vexation of spirit, yet I may say, with truth, that there is no tree or shrub in this
country with whose history, properties, and habits I have not an acquaintance. If I could be permitted
to remain in possession of my little Elysium as the agent, or an agent to superintend the noble experi-
ment of preserving the live oak, I shall be content. I know nothing of speculation; I have no desire to
sell to individuals; my only wish is the privilege of passing the few gliding years of a life already half
accomplished, amid the harmless creation of my own hands. The superintendence would be an amuse-
ment to me, sufficient to compensate for the trouble. You may think this letter somewhat singular, and
my request unreasonable, and founded on considerations which, as a man of business and official station,
you can hardly act upon. Under the pre-emption act of Congress, I am entitled to a guarter section of
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land below the tract I purchased, having improved it in 1822, but I have never asserted my claim, which
I might do if I were avaricious. It would relieve me from painful reflection if our contract could be
remodeled so as to permit me to retain some ten or twenty acres with my improvements; or, if this can-
not be allowed, to permit me, as an agent, to occupy the premises until the government shall deem it
necessary to dispossess me. If I could see any prospect of success in removing my trees anywhere else,
I would not make the request, but, after the most diligent inquiry, I find it impracticable; and to see
them perish, or come to nothing, is most painful to me.
With sentiments of great respect, I remain your most obedient servant,
H. M. BRECKENRIDGE.
Hon. Ssywer L. SovraAr.

No. 2.

Pevsacora, March 24, 1828.

Sir: Since I had the pleasure of writing to you last week I have had the good fortune to find a spot
which I think will answer, though not as well as that on Sta. Rosa, for the cultivation of the orange, as
it is considerably further from this place. I am confident, from the warmth and generosity of your feel-
ings, that some allowance will be made for the appearance of fickleness on my part, and for my foolish
attachment to the trees and shrubs I have planted. I am aware that it will be inconvenient and trouble-
some to alter an arrangement already made. I must, however, solicit, as a particular favor, that
I may be permitted to remain in possession until I can conveniently prepare a place for the removal of
my trees. The present tenant, who was placed by my agent, has a lease for a year from last January.

If my wish could be gratified by an agency in the management of the plantation of the live oak, it
would be highly pleasing to me.

The ship carpenter of the yard informs me that, in his opinion, the government has had a great bar-
gain in the live oak sold by Colonel White and myself. The plantation at the navy yard has not, from
what I can learn, been properly formed, no doubt from a want of knowledge. I learn that three bushels
of the acorns were purchased from my former tenant, and that these have been planted, but so deep
(nearly a foot) as to rot. In England the mode is to open a nursery, and, at the age of five years, to set
out the oak; but here there is no need even of a nursery, for millions of young live oaks may be had
which may be transplanted with proper pains. The corporation of Pensacola has, this season, made an
experiment of transplanting about two hundred, of the size of two or three inches in diameter, and about
ten feet high, in the public places. If this be successful it will show at once the practicability of forming

lantations.
P Nearly all the thickets in this country consist of young live oak, so thick that there is no difficulty
in procuring them. This is a most interesting subject, for this invaluable free will certainly be lost if
those which nature has planted be solely depended on for a supply. I think I could communicate valu-
able information on this subject. I will leave it to Colonel White, who is my agent, to act for me in the
business, and whatever he will do will be satisfactory to me.
I am, with great respect, your most obedient servant, H. M. BRECKENRIDGE.

Hon. Sayven L. Souvrsarp, Secrefary of the Navy, U. S.

No. 3.

Copy of a letter from the Seretary of the Navy to the Hon. H. M. Breckenridge, dated—

Navy Drparmyext, dpril 12, 1828.

I have received your letter of the 21st ult. The law for the purchase has been made, and the circum-
stances of it explained to Congress. It does not, therefore, seem possible to alter it, but I do not
doubt that a satisfactory arrangement may be made in other respects; and I will communicate with you
as soon as time is afforded to decide what will be done with the reservation. Iu the meantime, be pleased
to keep possession, and to use it so as to meet your own views, without injury to the improvements.

Will you express to me your opinion of the best mode of clearing out and planting the whole tract
with live oak?

No. 4.

Prwsacors, May 9, 1828.

Sir: I do myself the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letter in reply to mine on the sub-
ject of the sale of my property on Santa Rosa Sound. I should have been much pleased to have retained
my improvements, and regret that it is too late to alter the agreement, but return you my thanks for the
disposition expressed to gratify my wishes in other particulars. My fruit trees have attained such a size
that it would be almost impossible to remove them, if a situation equally favorable could be found for the
orange, the lemon, the almond, and the olive, which is out of the question. The inferiority of the, situa-
tion was satisfactorily tried by the late frosts, which did considerable injury at Pensacola, while the most
tender garden vegelables were not touched at Sta. Rosa.

I am much attached to the spot, having occupied it four or five years as a summer retreat from the
visitations of yellow fever, which, it is to be feared, will become more frequent in Pensacola, as its size
and importance increase. 1t continues to be my residence, and it is my chief amusement to take care of
it, and even to add new embellishments.

YOL. IIF 116 L
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As the court is now in session, my time will not permit me at the present moment to present my
views on the subject of the contemplated reservation, but I will do so shortly. Nothing could be more
agreeable to me than to be employed in furthering the enlightened views of the government in preserving
the valuable timber in the vicinity of this place. My official duties allow me sufficient leisure to devote
.the nccessary time to the subject. I make the offer of my services without any expectation of emolument
or compensation; and should any moderate compensation be deemed proper by the President, it will only
be accepted by me in order that I may engage an assistant, who may be constantly on the spot when my
duties shall require my absence at court. ’

I am, sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant, H. M. BRECKENRIDGE.

Hon. Ssyver L. Souvrmsrp, Secretary of the Navy, U. S.

No. 5.

Sra. Rosa, June 1, 1828.

Stz: In compliance with your request, I now communicate some of my ideas on the subject of the
cglture of the live oak, and thc mode of employing the public land to be reserved at this place to the best
advantage.

The live oak, quercus vivus, is one of the most valuable timber trees our country produces, and is
unequaled for the frames of vessels. There is no wood superior, if equal to it, in strength, buoyancy,
and durability. It is found, principally, south of latitude 34 degrees, along our Atlantic coast, but its
favorite tegion is the southern part of the coast of South Carolina, Georgia, and of Florida; and in the
latter, only, is it now found in sufficient quantities to be worth the attention of the government. Michaud,
the botanist, is of opinion that mn the course of fifty or sixty years this valuable timber tree will entirely
disappear, on account of the greatness of the demand for it, and the limited quantity to be found. The
live oak tree, at a distance, has the appearance of a large apple or pear tree; its spreading and pictur-
esque top, and delicate olive-shaped leaves, of a deep shining green, render it extremely beautiful, and it
is one of the most magnificent and delightful shade trees in the world. But it is not found in continuous
forests of any extent, like other species of the oak; itloves solitary and detached situations. It requires
a free circulation of air, and must have ample space to extend its prodigious horizontal branches. One
of these branches, which I measured some years ago, I found seventy-five feet in length, and the extremity
was so0 low that I could reach it from the ground.” From this pecaliar habit it rarely attains its full size
anywhere except on the margins of rivers, and on the shores of the bays and sounds, and on the edge of
the open ponds, but seldom extending any distance back, which I consider entirely owing to the being
crowded by other trees, and, consequently, to the want of the proper space; for there are instances of
beautiful groves of twenty or thirty acres on the coast of Georgia, where they have been nursed with
care and allowed sufficient room fo spread. Twenty or thirty trees to an acre are as many as ought to
be allowed to remain, in order to come to full perfection, although they might be permitted to grow closer
together for some purposes; butin order to form those curious and valuable crooks so much esteemed for
knees or futtocks, breasthooks, and other timbers of vessels, it is necessary that they should be permitted to
expand as much as possible. For beams, stems, sternposts, transoms, breasthooks of upper deck, top timber
and bow timber, &c., &c., it will be an advantage to grow somewhat closer, in order to form longer and larger
bodies. But a vessel would require three or four hundred of the former; and for the other, except the
beams, but a small number for each ship; but one stem and stern post is required, but those, in general,
are in two pieces. Round young live oak, of six or eight inches diameter, is, I believe, of very little
value, even for merchant vessels. The live oak is naturally inclined to spread, asis in fact the case with
most trees growing in a deep, loose, sandy soil, while in a rich and fine loam they shool up into tall and
vigorous stems, with short lateral branches. It is on account of its requiring so much space that in the
natural forests these trees are rarely met with in groves of more than fifty or a hundred, and that usually
in some narrow point of land, with an open space or water on each side.

When the live oak is cut down it is not destroyed, that is, the stump does not rof or die; and even
where the roots are dug up, (and I am told they are the most valuable part of the tree,) like the chesnut
or locust, the roots that remain in the ground, or the stump of the tree, send up vigorous shoots, of such
rapid growth as to form large trees in a third of the time which was required by the parent stem. Under
favorable circumstances, fifty or sixty years from the acorn I should think sufficient for a live oak to
attain its growth. Some of the finest trees I have seen are found on the ruins of the old forts and villages
in the Tallahassee country, frequently growing out of masses of bricks; and, as these settlements were
destroyed in 1706, we may fix with certainty the longest period which it requires for them to attain their
present enormous magnitude. These trees have evidently been in a state of decay for half a century,
owing to the close forests of other trees, which have grown up around and overtopped them. They at first,
no doubt, occupied open spaces, and to all appearance must have attained their present size in fifty or
sixty years. The live oak, being an evergreen, does not show its age by the concentric circles, for it
grows in winter as much as in summer. I should think that a tree of fifty years old from the acorn ought
to be fit for most uses in ship building, although, after it attains a certain size, its progress is more slow,
especially if deprived of the necessary space and air. I have examined a tree growing in a yard near
Pensacola, the trunk of which is now at least two feet in diameter, and which the owner told me was so
small twenty years ago that he bent the two principal limbs with his hands, and fixed them with stakes,
s0 as to give them a particular inclination. In the neighborhood of Charleston, I have seen noble trees,
which, I was told, had been planted about fifty or sixty years ago; and a number of live oaks which I
found growing around the spot where I built my house, have increased af least one-third in size within six
years, from being carefully pruned and freed from the encroachment of other trees. I can, therefore,
speak with the confidence derived from experience on the advantages of nursing the trees which we find
already set by the hand of nature; for they often have the advantage of a root a hundred or perhaps five
hundred years old. In the neighborhood of a live oak grove, there are always thickets of young trees,
which have sprung from the acorn, or from the roots of trees cut down or gone to decay. These thickets
are 50 close as to form impervious hedges, and it is to such places I should look for plants to set out else-
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where, or to thin out and cultivate as they grow. The only use in planting acorns is to form nurseries,
and here are natural nurseries of milliens of young trees from five to fifteen ycars old.

I am acquainted with no forest tree that improves more rapidly by attention and care than the live
oak; and those which have been nursed as shade trees are universally found more valuable than those
which grow spontaneously, particularly as to the soundness of the timber; owing, principally, to their
roots being kept clear from the collection of bark and litter, which have a tendency to cause rotten places
at the foot of the tree, or to afford material for the fires which occasionally pass through the woods.

The pruning the lower limbs, also, when they show a tendency to decay, must contribute much to
preserve the trunk sound; and in the young trees this operation is indispensable, where it is desirable
that the trunk should be long—the live oak being naturally inclined to form very short trunks, not more
than six or eight feet before it is lost in large branches. 1n fact, by proper pruning, the tree could be
made to assume almost any shape; and crooks and smaller pieces might frequently be lopped off without
any very material injury to the tree. An old Spanish ship carpenter, who had not been at this spot for
ten or fifteen years, expressed his astonishment to me the other day at the appearance of the large live
ouaks here, which he told me, within his recollection, had almost been stripped naked of limbs for crooks,
but they had since formed others of such a size as scarcely to show where they had been cut. The dead
trunk of a live oak will stand for half a century without decay, and the place where a limb has been cut
off will look perfectly sound for years; in fact, the wood appears almost incorruptible. In situations not
favorable to the growth of the tree, it will no doubt remain a long time without making much progress.
Moist situations, in general, suit it best. Some of the finest I have seen grow on the edge of ponds,
where their roots must have been continually in water; and even where they grow in high situations, 1
have found, in digging wells, that their roots had penetrated twenty or thirty feet in pursuit of moisture.

Having given this brief sketch of the natural history of the live oak, I shall proceed to the subject
to which you have been pleased to call my attention.

This point or tongue of land is certainly the most advantageous that could possibly be selected for
the purpose of making a fair experiment of the cultivation or preservation of the live oak. The weight
of the wood is so great that it will not bear land transportation but for very short distances. The plan-
tation ought, therefore, to be near the coast; and being in the immediate vicinity of the navy yard, the
value and adaptation of almost every tree could be known. On this narrow peninsula, the land transpor-
tation need not exceed three-quarters of a mile. At present, live oak has to be culled and collected from
a variety of places at a multiplied cost; whereas, by having a large plantation, every kind of timber
might be met with in a small space; and this spot being so completely detached, and without inhabitants,
it will be readily placed under the complete control of the government. For at least fifteen miles to
Williams’ creek, it is, in spots of several hundred acres, already thickly set with young live oak, as well as
occasional groves of pine trees; and there are many tracts of five hundred or a thousand acres of low,
open, moist pine woods and savannahs, where the experiment of planting may be made at small expense,
for they will neither require enclosing nor clearing. This point also abounds with a very valuable yellow
pine, remarkable for the fineness of its grain and freedom from sap, and which would be valuable for
many purposes in ship building. The first consideration, and that which should precede any other, is the
expenditure in the proposed undertaking, and the advanfage, either émmediately or remotely, to be derived
from the expenditure; for althongh it be the national object to have in store the best materials for the
construction of our ships-of-war, yet that object, important as it is, may be attained at too great an
expenditure of the public money. In this instance, I think, however, the expense will be found not to
exceed that which would be fully justified, exen considering it only as an experiment, but an experiment
worthy of an enlightened nation, in a matter of the highest importance, and that with the strictest
attention to economy. Great Britain, a century ago, began to find serious difficulty in procuring a suffi-
cient supply of the navy oak, (a kind, I am informed, resembling our post oak,) when those plantations
were suggested and effected by a private gentleman, (Evelyn,) consisting of many millions of trees,
which at this day form an ample and permanent supply of a very valuable timber, but admitted to be
greatly inferior to our live oak—a plant which seems nowhere else fo be found, excepting on our coast,
as if to indicate the element on which our countrymen are destined to surpass every other people in
enterprise and skill. The practice of forming private plantations svas generally introduced, and at this
day counstitute one of the most important items in estimating the value of landed estate in England. In
that country, where the value of everything is reduced to exact calculation, a person can obtain the
present value of his plantation of oaks, formed upon an estimate of their value some twenty-five or thirty
years hence. This calculation is made on the principle of annuities; and, without going into details, I
will assume it as proved, that a tree which will be worth twenty dollars at the distance of twenty-five
years from this day ought not to be worth more at present thantwo dollars; that sum, then, would be
the highest price that could be obtained for a plantation already established and in a flourishing condi-
tion. Although, considered as a national object, a different estimate might be made from that which
would govern individual transactions, where the interest of money would be the ruling consideration,
yet there ought to be some standard by which to estimate the expense, so that the live oak, however
important and necessary, should not be obtained at a price greatly exceeding its value. In addition to
present cost, an annual allowance should be made until the tree became fit for use, but, in the whole, to
keep within its value at that period. Thus, ten thousand frees, at the average value of twenty dollars,
(which I do not think out of the way, as the wood is worth a dollar a cubic foot at the navy yards,) fifty
years hence, when fit for use, would be worth {wo hundred thousand dollars; and the present cost ought
not, therefore, to exceed one dollar each, or ten thousand dollars; but this is supposing the longest time
before they would be fit for use, and it is supposiug that the price of all kinds of timber, and this
especially, will not be greatly enhanced by the alterations in our country, as well as greater scarcity.
Here, then, is the maximum of present expenditure; and if that expense exceeds a dollar @ tree, unless it
be on a small scale, for mere experiment, I would not advise the government to undertake it. But on
the plan which I shall suggest, it will be seen that the expense falls far below that amount.

I would endeavor, in the first place, to combine, as far as practicable, immediate advantage with
future benefit—present and certain benefit with matter of experiment, however promising. The first
thing, therefore, would be to take care of the trees already planted by the hand of nature, and by proper
care and attention accelerate and improve their growth; and in the next place, to plant trees of the largest
size that will bear transplanting, in sitnations the most favorable, and where their culture will be
attended with the least expense. This point where I reside may contain about four thousand acres, and,
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until we reach the open grassy woods of long leaf pine, the whole or nearly the whole is already thickly
set with live oaks of every size, and will require no planting, but they are intermixed with short leafed
or old field pine, with a variety of shrubs and water oaks, rendering the whole an impassable jungle.
‘Within this tract, to which I would recommend that the first operations should be in a great measure
confined, there may be found about four hundred full grown trees, fit for any purpose of ship building,
and about four thousand thrifty young trees, from four to twelve inches in diameter, which, with proper
care, may be fit for use in ten or fifteen years. The attention and expense bestowed upon these cannot
be considered as an experiment; the benefit would be certain. But the principal operation, and which would
not be as certain as the last, but much more so than planting, would be to clear out a given number, say
ten thousand young trees, having the advantage of old roots, of two inches and upwards in diameter,
and I think the clearing away a few yards round each tree would suffice to give room and air; and, in
addition, I think the opening wide avenues for the latter purpose would be advisable, judging from the
effect of the military road, where the young live oaks on each side have doubled the growth of those
some distance off. The full grown trees would require some little attention also. I would cut away all
the pines, water oaks, and hickories, around them, which would produce a large quantity of fire wood,
that might be cut up afterwards for the supply of the navy yard. I think I would even recommend cut-
ting down some of those trees which have attained such a size as not to promise much increase; the
timber being cut to moulds and transported to the navy yard, may be preserved in sheds for a hundred
years, without any other inconvenience than that of becoming so hard as to break the tools of the work-
men. I would recommend this plan generally for all the live oak on the scund, the Choctawhatchy Bay,
and other places convenient for the yard; but this might be done at any time, and is only suggested for
this reason, that, if the matured stems were cut away, the young sprouts might be nursed into fine trees
in a shorter time than by any other mode; at least the accumulation of bark and trash about their roots
ought to be cleared away. There are some truly noble live oaks on this point, which are well deserving
of some attention. As to the plantations, I would be content the first year with setting out a few thou-
sand trees in the open savannahs, immediately above the tract of which I have been speaking, and, if
they will readily take root, these plantations would have many advantages; there would be less trouble
in keeping down other growth, there being nothing but grass and scattering pines, and the pine cut down
never sprouts. These first plantations I would regard as entirely experimental, and to be made with
much care. The proper season and the best mode of transplanting evergreens are not well known, but,
planting at different times and in different ways, the best would soon be ascertained. It will be entirely
unnecessary to grub, clear the ground, or enclose it, as was done at great expense in the small experi-
ment at the navy yard, where, perhaps, hundreds of good roots were dug up to make room for acorns.
The wild grass should be cut away a few yards round the plant; the grass is easily killed, and its
destruction in the immediate vicinity of the young trees will be a great defence from the fires—the only
thing to be much dreaded. I have watched with a good deal of interest the plantation of live oak on the
public square in Pensacola: but three of them have taken root, but these are growing handsomely. I
found, on inquiry, that the corporation had given a dollar a piece for handsome young trees, ten or twelve
fect high; but they were taken up with very little root, planted too deep in the ground, and were never
watered. Those planted at the cantonment have all taken root, and are flourishing; while those at the
navy yard, from unskillful planting and not being watered, have shared the fate of those at Pensacola.
With ten laborers, I would engage to clear out ten thousand of the youngest trees, in the manner
I propose, in one year, and plant from one to three thousand; so that five hands would suffice, not only
to take care of them during the succeeding years, but to make annual additions of from one thousand to
five thousand. But in order to clear and prune the four hundred full grown trees, and the four thousand
half grown, it would require the aid of ten additional laborers for one year. My plan of operations, it
will be seen, for the first year is entirely confined to the four or five thousand acres in this immediate
vicinity, and perhaps a few miles in the open pine woods. In the course of two or three years, after
seeing the success of the present undertaking, other subordinate establishments might be made between
this and Williams’ creek, at two or three of the principal natural groves of live oak, when the full grown
trees, the half grown, and the young ones, may be treated in the same way, and adjacent plantations
formed. Two or three poor families would be glad to settle at Twitchell’s, Ellis’s, and Williams’ ham-
mocks, where there is some land cleared, and would be very useful to keep the fires out of the woods; a
very small compensation would satisfy them, or they could be engaged as laborers. Boats passing and
repassing along the sound, to ascend the Choctawhatchy river, often encamp and leave their fires burning,
which communicate with the grassy savannahs, and every few years, in very dry weather, and when the
leaves have accumulated, it penetrates into the thick woods, doing much injury. A few poor Indian
families have also made this their hunting ground, but there would be no difficulty in keeping them away.
My estimate of the expense for the first year would be as follows:

For 20 laborers for one year, at $15 per month, 300 working days,e.ceeeeceeernanncanennss . $4,000
For rations, &C..vceerrreeeinreceteeneannnnnan Creeiresieitenaan Ceeererstecsnnannnnons 1,000
Cart, oxen, boat, 10018, ceve ettt iiieiiiieneeaans Ceeeiitecsrteantnioansas 300
$5,300

Salary of a superintendent...e.oovvveniiinnan. srareressane 400
Overseer +v.... tesssstenstesstesrscsasosanassnnns cevarcons reeenes Ceeetecsieieneanens 500
. $6,200

A few hundred dollars would be required, in addition, for quarters, storehouses, and other temporary
buildings. But I would not recommend an expenditure of more than ten thousand dollars at the outside,
until the reports and opinions of . persons in whom the government can-place full confidence shall have
given satisfactory assurance of af least fair prospect of success in the further prosecution of the experi-
ment. If ten laborers only be allowed, it will be recollected that the expense will not be rednced in
proportion; the saving would only be in their wages and rations, and I would recommend even continuing
the ten laborers the second year, but after that, with occasional assistance, five would suffice. It would
probably take several years to make a fair trial, particularly in the transplanted trees. According to my
os}imaté, the present value of the four hundred full grown trees alone would be cight thousand dollars,
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and of the four thousand trees half grown, at five dollars, twenty thousand dollars; and several thousand
cords of pine wood could, at the same time, be obtained with a little additional expense. Ten thousand
dollars would be money safely expended for objects of present and certain value.

Some legislation might, perhaps, be necessary to declare the tract of land a reserve for this purpose,
and in order to prevent depredations. This point has been a kind of common for many years, where
persons came to cut wood to sell for the use of the town, and for the navy and army. Perhaps a simple
notice in a public newspaper, forewarning all such persons, and striet instructions to the district attor-
ney and the agent to proscribe all trespassars, may be found to answer any purposes. A penalty on
persons setting fire to the woods would, however, be very useful. I have thus given a hasty outline of
my plan, and it will give me great pleasure to attend to any further suggestions on this interesting
subject.

I remain, with sentiments of respect, your most obedient servant,
H. M. BRECKENRIDGE.

Hon. Savuer L. SoutHarp, Secretary of the Navy of the United States.

No. 6.

Sta. Rosa, June 10, 1828,

Sir: In the communication transmitted to you on the subject of the live oak, I am satisfied that I
have much underrated the number of young trees which might be cleared out or freed from the surround-
ing thickets. These were estimated at ten thousand the past year: I think twenty or even thirty thou-
sand might be cleared. The point might hold from three to four hundred thousand, and it is already set
for this purpose, but I think that number would be too great for four thousand acres. My estimates,
generally, have been as low as possible, as to the work which may be done by twenty hands.

A fire, which was extinguished with difficulty, lately broke out in the hammock from the pine woods,
and extended several hundred yards, destroying many thousand young trees which I had counted upon
to set out in the pine flats. I could wish that some orders were dispatched speedily, so as to prevent
mischievous lime burners and wood cufters from continuing their depredations. An advertisement in
the public newspapers, and instructions to the marshal, with instructions to call on the military for
assistance, would be absolutely necessary. The straggling Indians must be driven off: this has been
their hunting ground, and, unless they be ordered away, the fires will be continually breaking out from
their camps. I have had one laborer continually employed in pruning the oak trees about me, and in
extending the clearing ground. Much of the work has been with a view to see what a hand can accom-
plish in the way of clearing out the trees from the undergrowth. As this laborer has been employed for
the benefit of the government, I think it reasonable that his wages should be allowed, at least for the
fature. This I respectfully submit. A boat will be very necessary Perhaps by an order to the super-
intendent of the navy yard one might be furnished. It will be necessary to the establishment, at any rate,
and the one which I have is very crazy and unsafe.

With sentiments of respect, I am your most obedient servant,
H. M. BRECKENRIDGE.

Hon. S. L. Souvrrarp, Secretary of the Navy of the United States.

No. 1.

Extract of a letter from Samuel L. Southard, Secretary of the Navy, to the Hon. Joseph M. White, dated—
Jury 3, 1828.

I think it would be best to obtain from the Commissioner of the General Land Office a proper
writing, to be signed by the grantees of the several tracts, authorizing and requesting patents to be
issued in the name of the Secretary of the Navy, for the use of the United States, and transmit it to some
fit person (say Judge Breckenridge) to procure their signatures, as an additional and conclusive evidence
of the transfer of title. If you see no objection to this course, it will be immediately taken.

No. 8.

Navy Deparmyext, December 13, 1828.

Sir: I understand it to be your wish to obtain a retransfer of so much of the land sold to the govern-
ment as will embrace your improvements and orange grove, and for that purpose to have a law passed
by Congress.

I would suggest that this may not be regarded by you as necessary, when you are assured that so
much of the land as embraces the grove (say twenty acres) may remain permanently under your control,
in such manner that you may cultivate and derive the profit from it.

1 am, respectfully, &c., SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD.

H. M. BrecxeNrweE, Esq., Tallahassee, Florida.
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No. 9.

TALLAHASSEE, January 5, 1829.

Sir: I do myself the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your two letters of the 13th of December
last, and accept with pleasure the appointment of superintendent of the live oak plantation at Deer Point.
I also return you my sincere thanks for the assurances you give me that the orange grove and improve-
ments will remain permanently in my possession, which for the present is all I could desire.

TImmediately on the receipt of your letter; I wrote to Mr. Samuel Davis, who resides with his family
on the place, and appointed him overseer, and employed four of his men who had been previously em-
ployed at the navy yard. Itis a great advantage to have a person there interested in the success of the
undertaking, and to him the plan of operation is perfectly known. I have also entered into an agreement
with a gentleman of the name of Garnet, who happens to be here from Virginia, for the hive of ten men,
who are now at Pensacola; so that by the tenth of this month, at furthest, the work will have been com-
menced. I contemplate being at home before the first of February, and will then write more fully. In
the meantime, I should be glad that a copy of my communication on the mode of treating the live oak,
might be furnished me. I will follow the advice of the President in the planting of acorns; which, I find,
also accords with the opinion of Commodore Woolsey, who is well informed on such subjects, and enters
into the views of the President with judgment and zeal.

I am, respectfully, your most obedient servant, H. M. BRECKENRIDGE.

Hon. Sawwer L. Sovraar, Secrelary of the Novy, U. S.

No. 10.

Navy Departyent, February 28, 1829.

Sir: Agreeably to the request contained in your letter of the 5th January, I now transmit a copy of
your communication on the mode of treating the live oak.
I am, respectfully, &e.,
By order. C. HAY.

H. M. BrecrExriDGE, Esq., near Pensacola.

No. 11.

Navy Departyvext, April 1, 1829.

Sir: The Commissioners of the Navy are abont to visit Pensacola, and have received instructions to
examine the several tracts of land purchased by this Department.

You will be pleased to suspend all operations commenced under former instructions, relating to that
tract which is under your immediate superintendence, until you shall hear further from the Department.

I am, respectfully, &c.,
JOHN BRANCH.
Hon. H. M. Brecre~reE, Sta. Rosa, near Pensacola.

No 12.

Deer Porxt, 4pril 18, 1829.

Sir: By letter from your predecessor in office, Mr. Southard, dated 6th December last, I was autho-
rized and instructed to commence operations on the land of the United States at this place, for the pre-
servation of live oak. It will be seen by my letters in the Department, that I commenced as soon as
practicable on the receipt of the instructions referred to, and now forward my quarterly report of the
expenses incurred and the progress made.

From the accounts -now forwarded, it will be seen that the expense does not exceed the amount of
my estimate, and the work done is much greater. I have used the utmost economy in the erection of
buildings for the laborers, and have hired them on the same terms as at the navy yard and other public
works. 1 have hired two white men—one to assist Captain Davis, the overseer, and at somewhat
higher wages than the slaves; the other to erect the necessary building, with the assistance of part of
the hands. The provisions have been purchased on the most reasonable terms, considering the high
price of all articles of that kind in this country; especially this winter, from the interruption of the navi-
gation of the Ohio, whence we derive our supplies. The two white men have been allowed the value of
their rations in money. To the slaves the provisions have been issued out, and a woman has been em-
ployed to cook for them. .

The labor done has exceeded my most sanguine hopes. Great credit is due to Captain Davis for his
indefatigable exertions, as well as taste and judgment, in carrying on the work. His report to me is for-
warded, and will show the progress made. The groves already assume a beautiful appearance. We
have transplanted only a few trecs, and as there were no acorns last year—the live oak bearing only
every other other year—it was impossible to commence a nursery from them, which, according to the
opinion of some writers, is most advisable. Much of the time has been taken up in erecting comfortable
cabins and cutting and protecting roads; that is, wide avenues grubbed smooth, so as to stop the pro-
gress, of the fires, whose destructive effect in those hammocks is inconceivable. I am confident we shall
be able to clear out from thirty to forty thousand thrifty young trees in the course of the year, besides
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attending to the other operations. The immense heaps of brush left on the ground I had determined to
suffer to remain and rot, for the purpose of enriching the soil, and at the same time keeping down sprouts
from the stumps, but I find it will be necessary to burn it off in those situations where there is danger
from accidental or intentional conflagration.

Deer Point has been a common for the supply of fuel to the town, and it is extremely difficult to pre-
vent the practice of cutting wood here for sale. I enclose a paragraph of the editor of the Pensacola
Gazette, chiefly derived from me, and containing some further information, although in the details not
exactly correct, particularly as to the number of trees, which had not then been counted and measured.

The following is the average present value of the trees cleared out, formed on the principle of
annuities, alluded to in my first communication to your predecessor, with the exception of those of the
first class, which are fit for immediate use. I believe the estimate is at least twenty-five per cent. too
low:

Fivst class of full grown trees, 173, at $10 each......... Ceeeerecateseserananene vesese 81,730 00
Second class, six inches and over, 426 trees, at $5 each.....coeevvvuieiaiiinnae. cesees 2,130 00
Third class, between two and six inches, 11,635, at 50 cents each.....cvvneeeneennnan.. 5,817 00
Yourth, two inches and under; at 12} cents each, 9,968 trees.............. etereeseens 1,243 00

$10,920 00

From the above I think it will be seen that the expenses will fall far short of what would be justified
on the principle of annuties, which, in Great Britain, governs the estimated value of similar property,
not immediately available or productive.

I wrote to Mr. Southard at the commencement of the quarter, requesting him to place funds at my
disposal to meet the expenses, but in consequence of his illness, I presume, the subject was overlooked;
thus far the work has been carried on at my own expense or by my credit. I hope the subject will claim
your earliest attention.

I am, sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant,
H. M. BRECKENRIDGE.

Hon. JorN Braxca, Secretary of the Navy, U. S.

P. S.—Not having entirely completed my accounts, I defer the transmission of the remainder until
the next mail.
H. M. B.

No. 13.

Wasmiveron Crry, July 6, 1829.

Sir: Being anxious to leave town, and knowing how much you are pressed with business, I have
thought it might be more convenient to write to you. The enclosed printed letter was addressed by me
to Mr. Southard, at his request, in June, 1828, and contains the plan of operations proposed by me.

The answer of Mr. Southard, which you have on record, was not given until December, or January,
1829, and on receiving it I was somewhat at a loss how to act, no funds being placed in my hands, and
it was not explained how they were to be procured. Happening to show the letter to Mr. Garnet, of
Virginia, he cagerly solicited the employment of his hands, then at Pensacola. To this I acceded, agreed
with him for three months, and afterwards for a year, according to the authority given me. I afterwards
completed the number twenty from Col. Bright, formerly of North Carolina, and two other gentlemen.

No funds having been provided me, I found that after setting them to work it was necessary to incur
a great expense in feeding them, and in a variety of incidental expenditures, which will appear from the
accounts rendered.

Having followed literally the instructions of the Secretary of the Navy, I was not aware that there
-would be any hesitation in settling the accounts.

My plan was to employ fwenty hands for one year, and then continue four or five hands with an over-
seer at a reduced price, say half of what he at present receives; and as to my own services, without any
compensation, except perhaps an occasional allowance to a clerk, to assist in making out accounts.

In the sale of my lands, I reserved the privilege of removing my orange trees, but found that they
were too large to be safely removed, and that I could find no other situation equally favorable. I offered
to return the money received, on condition of a reconveyance of twenty acres, but this could not be done.
I received the assurance of the Secretary of the Navy that I shall not be disturbed in the few acres which
they occupy. It will require considerable expense and much care for several years before they can be
rendered productive, and this can only be tncurred by o single individual, as they cannot be considered as
an object to the public. I am attached to my trees, having raised them from the seed, and planted them
out, watered and pruned them with my own hands. ’

I have not the remotest interest in the establishment, never having owned but one slave in my life,
and those who know me will inform you that avarice forms no part of my character.

If it should be your opinion that the operation should cease before the end of the year (say at the
end of the second quarter, which will be the 18th of the present month), it is desirable that some order
should be taken as early as possible. If terminated with the second quarter, there will still be a fraction
of the third quarter, say a month, as the order cannot reach Pensacola until about the first of August.

If it should be determined to discontinue the twenty hands before the end of the year, I would
recommend the continuance of the present overseer with four or five hands, with a reduced salary; and
it will afford me pleasure to continue to act in the same capacity in which I have acted, leaving it
entirely to the pleasure of the President as to the compensation, if any, he may think proper to allow.

I am, respectfully, your most obedient servant,
H. M. BRECKENRIDGE.

Hon. Jomx Braxcr, Secrefary of the Navy, U. S.
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No. 14.

Navy Deparmyext, dugust 30, 1830,

Sir: I have received your letter of the 10th inst., enclosing your account for the quarter ending the
18th ultimo, as superintendent of the live oak plantation near Pensacola, and calling my attention to the
overseer’s report, which you also forwarded. In reply I have to inform you that your account and
vouchers have been referred to the Fourth Auditor for settlement; and in reference to the expenses on
account of this concern, it is the desire of the Department to be brought to a close as early as practicable,
with the understanding that they positively terminate with the present year.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN BRANCH.

H. M. BrecrenrweE, Supt., dc., Pensacola, Florida.

No. 15.

Report of the overseer, of the number and description of live oaks cleared from other growth at Deer Point,
JSor the quarter ending the 18th of April, 1829.

Full grown treeS.coeerereeenerereennnceneneans eeeee vaeiens cveneesesereas cesenennens 173
Six inches and UPWAIGS. . co v vt ttetieenneeeniieeeseneseseaeceresnsscnaancscsosannnnns 426
Between two and SiX....ivvereeeenenns teereesaesanans [N teeeveecasneersssesenss 11,635
Two inches and UBAEr .. ..ot enieineneseesnaceeseesasnonosorenescnennaes veeevnoressens . 9,968

Total number «...covvevnnnn. Cesereanenas Ceeeresiesanse ceveeen Ceteeecesetsennns 22,202

Trees under two inches are from eight to twelve feet high, and may be considered as nursery plants
to any part required.

The foregoing is a correct return of the number of live oaks on about two hundred acres of land.
The hands have also been employed cutting roads for the protection of the work, as well as to secure
from fires portions not worked upon. Part of the hands have been employed in erecting temporary sheds,
and are now engaged in putting up more comfortable quarters.

The accompanying map will show the particular spots which have been cleared out, and the number

of trees at each. .
SAMUEL DAVIS, Overseer.

Arrin 18, 1829.

-

No. 16.

Report of the overseer of the live oak plantation at Deer Point, for the quarter ending the 18th of July, 1830.

The hands have been exclusively employed, during the last quarter, in grubbing and pruning; in the
latter operation three hands have been constantly employed. The usual progress in clearing and grubbing
has not been made, partly owing to the excessive heat of the weather and loss of time by the laborers,
but chiefly on account of the greater attention to the entire removal of the roots, which give rise to young
sprouts of the water oak, and other growth, which spring up with astonishing rapidity.  Where the work
is thus effectually accomplished, there will be no further attention required for years, and, unless it is
dore, a few months will be sufficient to form a complete thicket.

The young live oaks cleared last year are extremely thrifty, and will, beyond a doubt, fulfill every
expectation. This is more particularly observable in those cleared during the first part of the last year;
and the difference is perceivable throughout the work of that year. The trees which were freed from
other growth, in the early part of that year, are now full of young branches from one to four feet long,
while those cleared towards the close of that year exhibit the beneficial effects of cultivation in the most
obvious manner, compared to those still encumbered with thickets.

The young plants from the acorns are still growing, but their progress is slow, and many have per-
ished, although they have been carefully hoed over and freed from grass. My experience has perfectly
satisfied me of the correctness of the opinion you have expressed, that there is no great benefit to be
derived from forming nurseries, when such a vast number of young trees exist, already planted, and pos-
sessing old roots. 'What has been called the scrub or shrub live oak is nothing more than the genuine
live oak repeatedly cut down by fires; it is that which occupies the middle of this tongue of land—
the thrifty young trees on the margin of the water being indebted, for their superior growth and thrifty
appearance, to being less frequently assailed by the destructive element. The central clearing, made in
pursuance of the suggestion of Commodore Rogers, clearly proves this fact. Here the charac er of the
tree seems already entirely changed; and where the live oak shrub has been cut to the ground, a healthy,
straight shoot has sprung up, from three to six feet in height—a growth equal to that from the acorn in
three years. I would, therefore, recommend that much of our spare time this year be devoted to clearing
them out; they are, it is true, of the smaller order, that is, from three to ten feet high; but the superi-
ority of this method to that of transplanting is evident. The quantity in the thickets, between the ham-
mocks along the water, is immense; as to the number of a more healthy growth, in detached places, my
estimate is ten thousand from fifteen to twenty feet in height, and twenty thousand of a smaller size; these
will be cleared out in the course of the third and a part of the fourth quarters. I do not recommend
making any plantations in the pine woods, when there is so much to operate upon to more advantage, with
vastly greater prospects. While transplanting one tree, one hundred might be cleared out with greater
certainty of ultimate success.
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The margin of the bay on one side, and of the sound on the other, is as convenient for operating, even
at the distance of ten or fifteen miles, as the central pine woods, which commence only two miles above
this place, as this is the only hammock which extends across from water to water. Those margins above
this hammock, with occasional interruptions, have a young growth, which might be cultivated to the
same advantage,

I take the liberty of suggesting some alteration in the manner of opening or clearing from that which
has hitherto been pursued. Instead of hewing down the intervening growth, I would first grub up all
the shrubbery, then pile or burn it off where sufficient space may be found, so as not to injure the live
oak; then girdle the larger trees, pruning the live oak completely, thus permitting the larger growth to
decay by degrees. As to the space between the borders, where we have been thus far at work, and
which space has been erroncously called a live oak shrub thicket, I have already observed that it is com-
pletely set with young live oaks, in fact, with a much greater number than ocught to be suffered to remain
on the ground: perbaps a million of trees might be suffered to remain. Little more would be necessary,
for several years to come, than to keep out the fires and girdle the large growth of pine, leaving the live
oaks to strive with the other shrubbery of the thicket, until it shall have so far improved in size as to
justify the expense of clearing it out in the manner executed along the margin of the water. For this
purpose the protecting roads will be all important. Others ought to be cut besides those already formed,
besides going over the latter so as to make them permanent. By throwing the whole into detached squares,
the same effect will be produced as by the vicinity of a sheet of water. The open spaces, I have no
doubt, are also favorable to the plant, on account of the {ree circulation of air. I am also of opinion that
the roads ought to be wider; perhaps a space on each side, say of twenty yards, might be cleared and
grubbed, leaving the young live oaks. It will be seen, however, that it will not be possible, with the
present number of hands, to accomplish the work here suggested during the present year.

Among the various experiments directed by you; I have tried that of transplanting the young trees
from the thickets. Of those transplanted but a small number have lived; these are growing, however,
and are doing well; but the time and labor consumed in this operation are so great, compared to that of
taking care of trees already planted by the hand of Providence, that I cannot recommend its continuance
unless to fill such spaces as may be found too thinly set, which very rarely occurs.

Respectfully yours, &c., S. DAVIS.

H. M. BrecrexringE, Superinfendent, de.

. No. 17.

Report of the overseer, of the labor done on the live ook plantation for the quarter ending October 18, 1830,

Since my report of the last quarter the grubbing has been continued, without adding any new clear-
ing, excepting on the borders, which have generally been enlarged and extended, but no enumeration
has been made of the additional trees, being of every variety of the second and third classes. In conse-
quence of your recent order, we have confined ourselves entirely to the groves already cleared, and to the
protecting roads, so as to place the plantation in a situation to require, in future, as little labor as possi-
ble, as it is understood that it is to terminate with the year. The trees are in a most flourishing state;
they have continued to grow, notwithstanding the extraordinary drought we have experienced. I hope
we shall be able, before the end of the year, to complete the work in the manner we are now doing it.
In clearing and pruning the plantation, five hands the next year will do as much as ten this year; and,
after that, I think but few of the trees, which will thus have three years’ work on them, will require
much attention for a long time to come,

I have felt great anxiety to keep out the fires, and have had several of the hands occasionally
employed in watching on account of the dreadful fires which have prevailed this season, which have
destroyed whole forests. The situation of the plantation was very much exposed, especially from the

quantity of brush still undecayed.
SAMUEL DAVIS.

No. 18.

Report of the overseer, of the number and description of live oaks cleared from other growth at Deer Poin,
Jor the quarter ending July 18, 1829.

Full rowWn frees. v ve s eseniiiiieeitieioreeerenneceseiinnronnsnnsssasesssassananases 40
Six inches and over ..... eeteesceesecraeseaans eeneeereeneaanean Ceereerernaannns P 977
Between 0 aNd SIX v ven v ieiiersatesssessssensscsessscsssssssassscscscssssescerssess 19,666
Twoinches and URAET « o vveetniereeeseeetosesarsosenesosseeesasssscasanasascssnncacees 5,629

Total NUMIDEIc. e et vttt reereioeeneneseioienaacestseeessnnnncasssescassasssssanans, 22,303

Sir: I herewith transmit a report of my progress, for the quarter ending July 18, 1829, with such
other remarks as have been made apparent in the progress of my labor. The nature of the soil being a
dry sandy, I have thought best to leave a greater number of trees remaining than will ultimately be
necessary to occupy it, with a view of reducing them as they advance in size, until the proper number is
left, for the following reasons: for the purpose of selecting from among them the most thrifty and most
v?luable forms; also, for the protection they will afford to each other fram wind and the all-powerful rays
of the sun.

voL. m.——117 1
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For transplanting, I propose the following plan:

. To commence early in the spring, before the sap circulates in the tree, without any previous prepara-
tion of the soil more than to remove the large growth; then to open the earth, say a space of three feet
diameter, to be occupied by the plant; the young tree to have its roots cut at least eighteen inches from
the stem; then raise it up with as much earthy matter as possible; thus plant it in the place prepared.

Of acorns I think we shall have an abundant crop, should experiments be required with the acorn.

From experiments made by myself and others, I apprehend no difficulty in the transplanting of live
oak more than any other tree of the forest. The difficulty exists more in the nature of the soil than the
plant, owing to the dryness of its nature, which ought to be guarded against as much as possible.

I bave had eight acres of thicket grubbed between the bay and sound, with a view of ascertaining
the probability of cultivating the oak on that part now occupied entirely by shrubbery, (an idea suggested
by Commodore J. Rogers) that the fact should be ascertained as soon as possible, either from the present
plants already on the ground, or by transplanting a more thrifty young tree. It is already sufficiently
occupied with the live oak of from one to three inches in diameter, and from five to ten feet perpendicular
height. Those hammocks cleared since your departure are more extensive than was supposed, viz., east
of the house and south of the landing in the rear of the Baygall.

T certify that the above number is a correct statement.

SAMUEL DAVIS, Overseer.

To H. M. BreckenrmeE, Esq., Superintendent of Live Oak at Deer Point, Florida.

No. 19.

Report of the overseer, of labor done at the live oak plantation at Deer Point, for a part of the fourth and last
quarter, ending January 18, 1830.

The following is a statement of what has been done since the report, including the third and a part
of the fourth quarters. ) -

The grubbing of the thicket has been completed; the protecting roads have been regrubbed; an
additional road has been made from the big bluff on the sound, to the head of the spring in the rear
of the cove; also, one connected with the road leading to the bayou at the Navy cove, for the purpose of
affording a ready communication with that place, as there is a large quantity of wood in that quarter,
which, if ordered, must be delivered at the cove; the three-rail post fence has been completed, and
one of the enclosures, and a part of the other, have been planted with acorns; the other pait has been
kept for experimental transplanting of the young live oak. The boat, or lighter, that has been used for
conveying provisions from Pensacola to this place, is no longer seaworthy, having been much injured in
a storm on the 14th of December. Should this business be continued it will be necessary to provide
another boat of a larger size for the purpose of crossing the necessary supplies from Pensacola.

S. DAVIS, Overseer.

Dzer Point, January 19, 1830.

No. 20.

Report of the overseer, of labor done at the live oak plantation, Deer Point, for the quarter ending the 18th of
April, 1830.
The following is a statement of what has been done since the report ending the 18th of January last.
The principal part of our time has been employed in pruning, grubbing, and sprouting, of which I
+think one-third of the whole has been completed; to this may be added the following number of trees
cleared from other growth, as follows:

Six inches and over....coceeen tecesrsesiancsenans teeesesessesssvesertsasctsarascctanenns 103
From two t0 SiX InChes. c i vt iiiiniiiieeereieeteerrencaroncsoaanees fetetesssoasannans ceee. 204
Two inches and UNdere..ceerverceccovasceserescacnns eseecetersentssacccaserarsrasesanses 156

L 1] 7 teescesssectensacacsas eeeesteceeeassecssesracsrsanas 553

In compliance with your order, I have ascertained that to deliver wood, corded, on the bay or sound,

will cost the government one dollar per cord, and have informed John Tutt of the same.
S. DAVIS, Overseer.

No. 21,

Prinaverrria, Sepfember 1, 1829.

Sir: I enclose the accounts and reports of the live oak plantations at Deer Point, for the quarter
ending the 18th July. . .

Tt will be seen that the expense is considerably less than that of the former quarter, while the ope-
rations exhibit a more favorable result. About an equal number of trees have been cleared and pruned,
but of a superior size. Eight acres of live oak thicket have been cleared and grubbed, in order to ascer-
tain the progress of the young live oak from eight to ten feet high, a sufficient quantity being left to

occupy the ground.
There are now upwards of forty thousand trees pruned and cleared,” ten thousand more than I
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expected to clear during the year. I think I may safely calculate on at least sixty thousand at the close
of the year, which will probably complete the whole border of thrifty young trees along the margin of
the water. The thickets occupying the middle ground will still remain, and I have always been confident
that, if attended to, they will in time equal those on the borders. For the present, the mere precaution
of keeping out the fires will be sufficient. -

The necessary buildings, consisting of three double cabins, with enclosures, have been completed,
and about six miles of avenue handsomely opened.

Captain Davis has accompanied his report with some remarks which perfectly accord with my
opinion. I take the liberty of again recommending him as a most industrious and ingenious man, and
one admirably qualified to take charge of and conduct the operative branch of this undertaking. He has
four good laborers of his own employed, and therefore feels an interest in its success. If the government
by its agents (and this I sincerely hope) shall think proper to extend these operations to the fine ham-
mocks in East Florida, and in the islands of Georgia, which were purchased by the government abous
thirty years ago on account of this invaluable timber, I would strongly recommend the plantation of
Deer Point as a model, and would feel much gratified if Mr. Davis could be continued in the capacity of
overseer at that place. Having made himself perfectly acquainted with the business, and entering into
it with zcal, there is no one more likely to be useful in that way.

I am, with great respeet, your most obedient servant, H. M. BRECKENRIDGE.

Hon. Jorx Braxcr, Secretary of the Novy of the United States.

B.
Eztract from the report of the Secretary of the Navy to the President of the United States, December 1, 1821.

Under the second section of the act for the gradual improvement of the navy, passed at the last
s'fe'ssion, contracts have been made for the frames of five ships of the line, five frigates, and five sloops-
of-war.

Under the authority vested in the Executive, reservations of land have been made in Louisiana
and Alabama, and of a tract adjoining the Navy yard at Pensacola. Orders have been given to the
commandant of the yard to plant live oak on the latter. An examination of the coasts of South Carolina,
Georgia, and Florida, as far south as Mosquito inlet, has been made, with a view to the purchase and
reservation of land having timber upon it.

C.
JaNvary 29, 1828.

Sir: I have considered your propositions in relation to the purchase of a tract of 800 arpents of land
on the Sound of Santa Rosa, supposed to be valuable to the United States for the live oak now upon it
and for the purpose of giving to the United States the exclusive possession and management of the
peninsula between the Sound of Santa Rosa and Pensacola Bay, for the purpose of forming a continuous
plantation of live oak for the future supply of the navy. This tract extends from the sound to the bay,
and the officers of the United States cannot pass or repass to or from the reservation you propose of the
public lands without going through it. There is also a large spring upon it, which supplied the navy
when in possession of Spain and England. On either side the land can be approached by water, and its
contiguity to the navy yard renders it of inappreciable value to the United States. I am willing to take
for the eight hundred arpents the sum of eighteen hundred dollars; and if you want the live oak upon it,
I will take eight hundred dollars for it, which sum shall be in part pay for the land, if you think proper
to purchase during the session of Congress. I have also proposed to purchase the remaining four hun-
dred arpents adjoining Judge Breckenridge, which you shall have on the same terms. I have authorized
my igent in Florida to exchange eight lots I have in Tallabassee for it. I expect an answer in a few
weeks.

I am, with great respect, sir, your most obedient servant, JOSEPH M. WHITE.

Hon. Sayuer L. Sovrmarp, Secretary of the Navy.

D.

An article of agreement between Joseph M. White, of Florida, and Samuel L. Southard, Secretary of the
Navy, acting for tne United States.

It is agreed between the parties aforesaid, that Joseph M. White shall use his exertions to procure
and make a title to the United States, without further expense than is specified below, to twelve hundred
arpents of land on the Sound of Santa Rosa, mentioned in his letter of to-day, and he shall receive for the
same the sum of twenty-seven hundred dollars in full, eight hundred of which shall be paid at this time;
and if anything should prevent his procuring the four hundred adjoining Judge Breckenridge, this agree-
ment shall extend to the 800 now owned by him, at the same rate, to wit, for the sum of $1,800; and if
any cause should obstruct the execution of the contract, the $800 now advanced shall be a full payment
for the live oak now upon the land owned by him, and which is to be considered as purchased from this

date.
SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD.
JOSEPH M. WHITE.
WasmiNeron, January 29, 1828.
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E.
Copy of a deed from Joseph BL. White to Samuel L. Southard.

Districr oF CoLuaBiA:

This indenture, made the 10th day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and
twenty-eight, by and between Joseph M. White, delegate in Congress from Florida, of the one part, and
Samuel L. Southard, Secretary of the Navy of the United States, acting for and in behalf of the United
States, of the other part, witnesseth: That the said Joseph M. White, for and in consideration of the sum
of one thousand five hundred dollars, to him in hand well and truly paid by the said Samuel L. Southard,
the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, hath bargained, sold, aliened, conveyed, and confirmed, and
by these presents doth bargain, sell, alien, convey, and confirm unto the said Samuel L. Southard, for the
use and benefit of the United States, all that tract of land, containing twelve hundred arpents, situate on
Santa Rosa Sound, about four miles below Deer Point, fronting said sound, in the county of Escambia,
and Territory of Florida; which said tract of land was granted by the Spanish government to Samora
and Jayme Barcelo, and confirmed by the land commissioners of the United States, for West Florida afore-
said, to Henry M. Breckenridge and Richard K. Call, which confirmation was approved by an act of Con-
gress; and which tract was conveyed by the said Breckenridge and Call to the said Joseph M. White, and
is more particularly described in the plats of survey recorded in the books of the said commissioners, and
now deposited in the office of the keeper of the public archives of Pens cola, together with all and singu-
lar the issues, rights, members, and appurtenances, to the said tract of land belonging, or in anywise
appertaining: to have and to hold the said tract of land, together with the appurtenances thereof, unto
them, the said United States, forever. In witness whereof, the said Joseph M. White hath hereunto set
his hand and seal, at the city of Washington, and district aforesaid.

JOSEPH M. WHITE. [v s.]

Signed, sealed, and acknowledged in our presence: J. N. MouLpEr.
R. S. Briscok.

‘We, the undersigned, justices of the peace in and for the counly of Washington, do hereby certify

that Joseph M. White, a party to the foregoing indenture, did in our presence acknowledge his signature
and seal to the same, for the purposes therein mentioned.
. J. N. MOULDER, J. P.

R. S. BRISCOE, J. P.

F.

H. M. Breckenridge to Joseph M. White.

This indenture, made this fourteenth day of March, in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred and
twenty-five, between Henry M. Breckenridge, of the county of Escambia, and Territory of Florida, of the
one part, and Joseph M. White, of the same county and Territory, of the other part, witnesseth: That, for
and in consideration of the sum of four hundred and seventy-two dollars, lawful money of the United
States, in hand paid by the said Joseph M. White, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, the said
Henry M. Breckenridge hath given, granted, bargained, and sold, and by these presents doth give, grant,
bargain, and sell unto the said Joseph M. White, four hundred arpents of land of a tract of eight hundred
arpents undivided; the half of which has been sold to John R. Fenwick, of the United States army; situate,
lying, and being in the county and Territory aforesaid, on Santa Rosa Sound, adjoining the tract now
owned by the said Breckenridge and Call, commonly called the Simond tract; which said tract of land
was conveyed by Juan Garreta, the executor of Simond, to Henry M. Breckenridge, and confirmed in his
name: to have and to hold the said tract of four hundred aprents of the said undivided tract unto him,
the said Joseph M. White, his heirs and assigns forever. And the said Henry M. Breckenridge, for him-
self, his heirs, executors, and administrators, will warrant and defend the title to the said land against
himself, and all claiming by, through, or under him.

Given under my hand and seal the day above written.

H. M. BRECKENRIDGE. [sEaL.]

Signed and acknowledged in the presence of W. Haserr Hunr.

TerrrtorY oF Froripa, Escambia County:

Before me, John Miller, clerk of the county court for the county aforesaid, personally appeared H.
M. Breckenridge, and acknowledged the foregoing instrument of writing to be his act and deed for the
purposes therein mentioned. :
Acknowledged before me this eighteenth day of March, A. D. 1825.
JOHN MILLER, Clerk,
By W. Hasewn Huxt, D. C.

TEerrirorY oF Frorma, EscambioCounty:

I, Micajah Crupper, clerk of the county court for the county aforesaid, do bereby certify that the
foregoing deed is a true and perfect copy taken from the record now in my office.
In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand ‘and affized the seal of said court, this the eighth

day of September, A. D. 1828.
M. CRUPPER, Clerk, [sEan.]
By J. G. Dragg, D. C.
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G.

Districr or CovuvvBis, Washington City:

This indenture, made by and between Henry M. Breckenridge, of the Territory of Florida, of the
one part, and Joseph M. White, of the said Territory, of the other part, wituesseth: That for and in con-
sideration of five hundred dollars, lawful mouney, to the said Henry M. Breckenridge in hand paid by the
said Joseph M. White, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, hath granted, bargained, and sold,
and doth hereby grant, bargain, and sell, unto the said Joseph M. White, all that tract and parcel of land
situate in West Florida, in the county of Escambia, about four miles from Deer Point, lying between the
Sound of Santa Rosa and Pensacola Bay, and containing four hundred arpents (the same being the
undivided half of a tract of eight hundred arpents, which was granted by the Spanish government to one
Samora, and conveyed by his representatives to the said Henmry M. Breckenridge, and afterwards con-
firmed to the said Henry M. Breckenridge by the commissioners of the United States appointed to
ascertain claims and titles to lands in West Florida aforesaid, and which confirmation was approved and
confirmed by an act of Congress, and of which one undivided half was conveyed to the said Joseph M.
White by deed: to have and to hold the said described tract or parcel of land, with all and singular the
appurtenances, to the said Joseph M. White, his heirs and assigns for ever.) .

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and scal, this twenty-eighth day of January, in
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-eight.

H. M. BRECKENRIDGE. [sEaL.]

Signed and sealed in the presence of F. LowxpEs.

AvexanpEr McDoxavn.

Districr oF Convera, County of TFashington:

Before me, Richard S. Briscoe, a justice of the peace in and for the said county, personally appeared
H. M. Breckenridge, whose signature is affixed to the foregoing instrument of writing, and acknowledged
the same to be his act and deed for the purpose therein contained. In witness whereof, I have hereto set
my hand and seal, this 29th day of Janunary, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-eight.
R. S. BRISCOE, J. P. [seavL]

Distrier or Convwslrs, County of Washington:

Be it remembered that, on this 29th day of January, 1829, personally appeared before me, one of the
justices of the peace for the county aforesaid, H. M. Breckenridge, and acknowledged the within instru-

ment of writing to be his act and deed.
C. H. W. WHARTON, J. P. [seaL.]

To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting:

I certify that Richard S. Briscoe and C. H. W. Wharton, whose names are subscribed to the annexed
instrument of writing, are, and were at the time of signing the same, justices of the peace for Washing-
ton county, in the District of Columbis, duly appointed and commissioned, and that full faith is due to
all their acts as such.

In testimony whereof, I, —— ————, Secretary of State of the United States, have hereunto sub-
seribed my name, and caused the seal of the Department of State to be affixed.

Done at the city of Washington this twenty-ninth day of January, A. D. 1828, and of the independ-
ence of the United States of America the fifty-second.

H. CLAY. (seavn.]

Districr oF Corvmslry, Counfy of Washington: .

Be it remembered that, on this 29th day of January, 1829, personally appeared before me, one of the
justices of the peace for the county aforesaid, H. M. Breckenridge, and acknowledged the within instru-

ment of writing to be his act and deed.
C. H. 'W. WHARTON, J. P. [sEavL]

TerriToRY OF FLors, County of Escambia:

I, Micajah Crupper, clerk of the county court for the county aforesaid, do hereby certify that the
foregoing deed is recorded in my office, and that there is no other deed of the land therein conveyed,
made by H. M. Breckenridge, of record; and that mine is the only legally authorized recording office for
such conveyances within said county.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and affised the seal of said court, this the eighth
day of September, A. D. 1828.

M. CRUPPER, Clerk,
By J. G. Draks, Deputy Clerk.

H.

B. K. Call and wife to Joseph BL WWhite.

This indenture, made this sixth day of May, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and
twenty-eight, between Richard K. Call, and Mary L. Call his wife, of the county Leon, and Territory of
Tlorida, of the one part, and Joseph M. White, of the Territory aforesaid, of the other part, witnesseth:
That the said party of the first part, for and in consideration of the sum of five hundred dollars, lawful
money of the United States, to them in hand paid, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, hath
granted, bargained, and sold, and by these presents doth grant, bargain, and sell, unto the said party of
the second part, his heirs and assigns, a certain tract or parcel of land, containing four hundred arpents,
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be the same more or less, lying and being in the county of Escambia, and Territory of Florida, and
bounded on the north by the Bay of Pensacola, on the east by the lands of Henry M. Breckenridge, on the
south by the Sound of Sta. Rosa, and on the west by the land of Henry M. Breckenridge, to have and to
hold the said tract or parcel of land, with the appurtenances thereto belonging, to him the said party of
the second part, his heirs and assigns, for ever. And the said party of the first part, for themselves, their
heirs, their executors, and administrators, doth hereby covenant and agree, to and with the said party of
the second part, his heirs and assigns, that they the said party of the first part, and their heirs, the said
tract or parcel of land, with their appurtenances, unto him the said party of the second part, his heirs
and assigns, shall and will by these presents for ever warrant and defend.

In witness whereof, the said party of the second part hath hereunto set their hands, and affixed their
seals, the day and year above written.

R. K. CALL. [L s.]

M. L. CALL. [i. s]

Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of CarisroraEr E. Gapspex.
Jorx Y. Garey, J. P.

I, Mary L. Call, wife of R. K. Call, freely relinquish all my right of dower in the above-described
tract of land, containing four hundred arpents, without fear, and of my own choice and free will.
M. L. CALL. [r. s.]

TerriTorY OF FLorma, County of Leon:

Personally appeared before me Mrs. Mary L. Call, wife of R. K. Call, who, being examined separate
and apart from her said husband, declared that she freely relinquished her dower in the property intended
to be conveyed by the within instrument or deed, and’that without fear or compulsion, this 6th May,

A.D. 1828.
JOHN Y. GAREY, J. P.

Leox Counry Courr, Cler®’s Office, ss:

Be it remembered that, on this 10th day of May, A. D. 1828, the foregoing instrument was brought
to this county office for record; and on its being proved before me, Samuel Read, deputy clerk for Cary
Nicholas, clerk of the county court of the county of Leon, Florida, by the oath of John Y. Garey, one of
the subscribing witnesses, it is hereby recorded. Witness my official signature, the date above given.

SAMUEL REED, Deputy Clerk,
For C. Nicmoras, Clerk.

Terrrrory or Frorma, County of Escambia:

I, M. Crupper, clerk of the county court for the county aforesaid, do hereby certify that the within
deed is recorded in my office, and that there is no other deed of the land therein conveyed, made by the
said Call and wife, of record; and that mine is the only legally authorized recording office for such con-
veyances in said county. In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and affixed the seal of said
court, this the eighth day of September, A. D. 1828.

M. CRUPPER, Clerk,
By J. G. Draxe, Deputy Clerk.

I

Statement of Joseph M. White’s accounts with the United Stales.

To whom and when paid the sum of ten thousand two hundred and sixty-one dollars and eleven cents,
for the purchase of 3,650 arpents of land in West Florida.

1828.
January 29. Paid Joseph M. White.....cvuiereireiiirrinrsneerassensnecsncrenssnns . $800 00
March 22. Paid Joseph M. White......coviiiverniireccennnnas teseaseesnesenaanas 1,900 00
May 27. Paid Joseph M. White......... Ceereteceasensantenrnas 2,361 11
. ' $5,061 11

March 21. Paid Joseph M. White, attorney for Henry M. Breckenridge...cceeverveaess 2,200 00
March 21. Paid Joseph M. White, attorney for Francisco and Fernando Moreno....... 3,000 00

$10,261 11

TreEasvrY DEPARTMENT, Fourth Auditor’s Office, December 20, 1830.
AMOS KENDALL.

I 2

The United States,
To Joseph M. White, Dr.
For the live oak on the tract of 400 arpents of land, east of, and immediately adjoining, the tract of
H. M. Breckenridge, being the parcel purchased by the said White since his contract with the Secretary
ofgthe Navy of the 20th of January last, and mentioned therein....... Ceieiiisssssaaesess  $400 00

N. B.—The original of this baper is in Mr. White’s own handwriting.
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- I, 3.
The United States,
To Joseph M. White, Dr.

For 1,200 arpents of land in West Florida, sold to the United States for the use of the Navy

Department, by me, for............... et saseconsesersascscatstacanasecenenana $2,700 00
For 1,250 arpents sold by me as above, for........... e ceeraceteranonaciasanne 2,361 11
For 400 arpents sold by me, as attorney for Henry M. Breckenridge, for......cvevinin... 2,200 00
For 800 arpents sold by me, as attorney for Francisco and Fernando Moreno, for......... 3,000 00

Three thousand six hundred and fifty arpents.....cccoveuens ereteecessaceneanaaan $10,261 11

The above specified tracts of land were purchased by the Secretary of the Navy, at the prices
mentioned, under authority of the third section of the act making appropriations for the support of the
navy for the year 1828. A part of the amount was agreed to be paid for the timber on the land before
the purchase was made. The whole is according to the agreement of the Department, and the account
is correct.

DecenBER 4, 1828, S. L. S.

Tressury DEpsrmext, Fourth duditor’s Office, December 20, 1830,

1 certify that the within is a correct copy of the original voucher on file in this office.
AMOS KENDALL.

J.
Articles of agreement between Samuel L. Southard and Joseph 3L White.

This article of agreement between Samuel L. Southard, Secretary of the Navy, for and in behalf of
the United States, of the one part, and Joseph M. White, of Florida, of the other part, witnesseth: That
the said Samauel L. Southard, being desirous to procure two tracts of land near the coast of the Gulf of
Mexico, and between that and Bayou Grande or Big Bayou, for the purpose of completing a reservation
with a view of making a permanent plantation of live oak for the future supply of the navy, and con-
sidering the extinguishment of these claims, supposed to contain eighteen hundred arpents, to be of
great benefit to the United States, doth covenant and agree, to and with the said Joseph M. White, that,
if he will procure and make, or cause to be procured and made, within four months, titles to the said
tracts of land, the said Samuel L. Southard will pay to him the sum of three thousand four hundred
dollars: and, if the whole is not procured, at the same rate for such part which may be obtained and
conveyed as is above stipulated; and the said White covenants to use diligence in endeavoring to obtain
it. Given under our hands and seals, this 22d of March, 1828.

SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. EL. s.]

JOSEPH M. WHITE. L. S.}

X.

Copy of a deed from Joseph M. White to the Secretary of the Novy.

This indenture, made this 27th day of May, in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred and twenty-
eight, between Joseph M. White, of the one part, and Samuel L. Southard, Secretary of the Navy of the
United States, of the other part, witnesseth: That the said Joseph M. White, for and in consideration of
two thousand three hundred and sixty-one dollars and eleven cents, the receipt whereof is hereby
acknowledged, hath bargained, sold, aliened, and conveyed, and by these presents doth bargain, seli,
alien, and convey, unto the said Samuel L. Southard, for the use of the United States, twelve hundred
and fifty arpents of land, situate in West Florida, between Bayou Grande, or Big Bayou, and the Gulf of
Mexico, being a part of the same which the said Samuel L. Southard stipulated to take in a contract
entered into on the 22d March, 1828, which said twelve hundred and fifty arpents is the remaining part
of a tract confirmed by the United States commissioners to Joaquim Barela, being eight hundred and
fifty arpents of a tract of one thousand, one hundred and fifty having been sold, and four hundred arpents
of the tract of eight hundred confirmed to Barrios by the commissioners aforesaid, together with all and
singular the appurtenances to the said tracts; to have and to hold unto the United States forever. In
witness whereof, the said Joseph M. White hath hereunto set his hand and seal, at the city of Washing-

ton, the date above written.
JOSEPH M. WHITE. [r.s.]

Signed, sealed, and acknowledged, in presence of R. S. Briscok.
Exoce ReynoLps.

We, the undersigned, justices of the peace in and for the county of Washington, District of Columbia,
do hereby certify that Joseph M. White, a party to the foregoing instrument, did, in our presence,
acknowledge his signature and seal fo be the same, for the purposes therein mentioned, this 27th of

May, 1828.
R. S. BRISCOE, Justice of the Peace.

Acknowledged this 25th August, 1828, before me.
ENOCH REYNOLDS.
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- L.
Henry Blichelet to Joseph BL. TWhite.

Know all men by these presents, that I, Henry Michelet, of the city of Pensacola, in the county of
Tscambia, and Territory of Florida, for and in consideration of the just and full sum of eight hundred
dollars, of good and lawful money of the United States, to me in hand paid by Joseph M. White, of the
same city, county, and Territory, the receipt whereof is hereby confessed and acknowledged, have
granted, bargained, and sold, remised, released, aliened, and confirmed, and by these presents do grant,
bargain, and sell, remise, reiease, alien, and confirm, unto the said Joseph M. White, his heirs, executors,
administrators, or assigns, forever, all that tract of land, situate, lying, and being in the vicinity of St.
Carlos de Barrancas, about fifteen hundred yards from the fort, at a place known as Los Troncones,
(Stumpy shore) fronting on the Grand lagoon, and containing about six hundred and eighty-three acres,
more or less, (say eight hundred arpents, more or less,) bounded on the east by lands belonging to David
Williams; together with all and singular the hereditaments and appurtenances thereunto belonging, or
in anywise appertaining, and the reversion and reversions, remainder and remainders, rents, issues, and
profits taereof; and, also, all the estate, right, title, interest, claim, or demand whatsoever, of me, the
said Henry Michelet, my heirs, executors, or administrators, either in law or equity, of, in, and to the
said bargained premises, with the said hereditaments and appurtenances: to have and to hold the said
premises hereinbefore particularly mentioned and described, to the only proper use, benefit, and behoof of
him, the said Joseph M. White, kis heirs, executors, administrators, or assigus, forever. And I, the said
Henry Michelet, for myself, my heirs, executors, or administraters, do hereby covenant and agree, to and
with the said Joseph M. White, his heirs, executors, administrators, or assigns, that I have full right to
sell and convey the said bargained premises, free from, and clear of, all incumbrance; and the said Joseph
M. White, his heirs, executors, administrators, or assigns, in the quiet and peaceable possession of the
said premises, against all, each, and every person or persons, claiming or to claim the same, to forever
warrant and defend.

In witness whereof, I, the said Henry Michelet, hereunto set my hand, and affix my seal, at Pensacola
aforesaid, this the third day of May, in the year of our Lord one ihousand eight hundred and twenty-

eight.
HENRY MICHELET. [L s.]

In the presence of H. PARMENTIER.
W. Hasewn Hoxr.

TERRITORY OF FLorIDA, Couniy of Escambia:

Before me, M. Crupper, clerk of the county court for the county aforesaid, personally appeared Henry
Michelet, and acknowledghd the foregoing instrument of writing to be his act and deed for the purposes
therein mentioned.

Acknowledged before me, this 23d day of May, A. D. 1828.

M. CRUPPER, Clerk.

L, 2.

Joaquim Barela to Henry Michelet.

Know all men by these presents, that I, Joaquim Barela, of the city of Pensacola, in the county of
Escambia, and Territory of Florida, for and in consideration of the just and full sum of eight hundred
dollars, of good and lawful money of the United States, to me in hand paid by Henry Michelet, of the
same city, county, and Territory, the receipt whereof is hereby confessed and acknowledged, have
granted, bargained, and sold, remised, released, aliened, and confirmed, and by these presents do
grant, bargain, and sell, remise, release, alien, and confirm unto the said Henry Michelet, his
heirs, executors, administrators, or assigns, forever, all that tract of land, situate, lving and being in
the vicinity of Saint Carlos de Barrancas, about fifteen hundred yards from the fort, at a place known
as Los Troncones, (Stumpy shore,) fronting on the Grand lagoon, and containing about six hundred and
eighty-three acres, more or less, (say eight hundred arpents, more or less,) bounded on the east by lands
belonging o D. Williams; together with all and singular the bereditaments and appurtenances thereunto
belonging, or in anywise appertaining, and the reversion and reversions, remainder and remainders,
rents, issues, and profits thereof; and, also, all the estate, right, title, interest, claim, or demand, what-
soever, of me, the said Joagquim Barela, my heirs, executors, or administrators, either in law or equity,
of, in, and to the said bargained premises, with the said hereditaments and appurtenances, to have and
to hold the said premises, bereinbefore particularly mentioned and described, to the only proper use,
benefit, and behoof of him, the said Henry Michelet, his heirs, executors, administrators, or assigns,
forever. And I, the said Joaquim Barela, for myself, my heirs, executors, or administrators, do hereby
covenant and agree, to and with the said Henry Michelet, his heirs, executors, administrators, or assigns,
that I have full right to sell and convey the said bargained premises, free from, and clear of, all incum-
brance; and the said Henry Michelet, his heirs, executfors, administrators, or assigns, in the gquiet and
peaceable possession of the said premises, against all, each, and every person or persons, claiming or to
claim the same, to forever warrant and defend.

In witness whereof, I, the said Joaquim Barela, hereunto set my hand, and affix my seal, at Pensa-
cola aforesaid, this the second day of May, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and

twenty-eight.
JOAQUIM BARELA [u s.]
- In the presence of Hor. 8. HicLeY.
Jomx A, DEsLos.
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TerriTorY OF FLoRIDA, County of Escambia:

Before me, M. Crupper, clerk of the county court for the county aforesaid, personally appeared Joa-
quim Barela, and acknowledged the foregoing instrument of writing to be his act and deed for the
purposes therein mentioned.

Acknowledged before me, this the 2d day of May, A. D. 1828.

M. CRUPPER, Clerk.

M.
Sebastian Caro to Joseph I, White.

Know all men by these presents, that I, Sebastian Caro, of the city of Pensacola, in the county of
Escambia, and Territory of Florida, for and in consideration of the just and full sum of three hundred
dollars of good and lawful money of the United States, to me in hand paid by Joseph M. White, of the
same city, county, and Territory, the receipt whereof is hereby confessed and acknowledged, have granted,
bargained, and sold, remised, released, alieued, and confirmed, and by these presents do grant, bargain,
and sell, remise, release, alien, and confirm, unto the said Joseph M. White, his heirs, executors, admin-
istrators, or assigns, forever, all that tract of land containing four hundred arpents, being the eastern
half of a tract of eight hundred arpents, which tract of eight bundred arpents is situated and bounded
on the south side of a creek known by the name of Bayou Grande, aboul seven miles west-sonthwest
from Pensacola aforesaid, and bounded on the east and south by vacant land, and on the north by land of
John Raymundi and the said bayou, which said tract of land was granted to Francisco Barrios by the
Spanish government, and conveyed to Ambrose A. Caro by marshal’s deed, dated the 17th February,
1824, and by the said Ambrose A. Caro conveyed to the said Sebastian Caro, by deed, dated the 10th
day of June, in the year 1825; together with all and singular the hereditaments and appurtenances
thereunto belonging, or in anywise appertaining, and the reversion and reversions, remainder and remain-
ders, rents, issues, and profits thereof, and also all the estate, right, title, interest, claim, or demand,
whatsoever, of me, the said Sebastian Caro, my heirs, executors, or administrators, either in law or
equity, of, in, and to the said bargained premises, with the said hereditaments and appurtenances: to
have and to hold the said premises, hereinbefore particularly mentioned and described, to the only proper
use, benefit, and behoof of him, the said Joseph M. White, his heirs, executors, administrators, or
assigns, forever; and I, the said Sebastian Caro, for myself, my heirs, executors, or administrators, do
hereby covenant and agree, to and with the said Joseph M. White, his heirs, executors, administrators,
or assigns, that I have full right to sell and convey the said bargained premises, free from and clear of
all incumbrance; and the said Joseph M. White, his heirs, executors, administrators, or assigns, in the °
quiet and peaceable possession of the said premises, against all, each, and every person or persons,
claiming or to claim the same, to forever warrant and defend.

In witness whereof, 1, the said Sebastian Caro, hereunto set my hand, and affix my seal, at Pensa-
colo aforesaid, this the fifteenth day of May, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and
twenty-eight. )

. SEBASTIAN CARO. [ s.]

In the presence of H. T. PARMENTIER.

W. Hiaseu Hunt.

N.

Articles of agreement between Henry M. Breckenridge, of Florida, and Somuel L. Sovthard, Secrefary of the
Navy of the United States, on behalf of the United Stafes.

It is agreed that the said Henry M. Breckenridge shall make a deed of conveyance to the said Samuel
L. Southard, on behalf of the United States, of a tract of land containing four hundred arpents, with all
the improvements thereon, on Deer Point, near the Navy yard at Pensacola, being the west half of a
Spanish grant to one Barelo, confirmed by the commissioners of the United States; and in consideration
of such conveyance, the said Henry M. Breckenridge is to receive the sum of twenty-two hundred dollars,
four hundred of which to be now paid, and in virtue of which payment the Navy Department of the
Uunited States is at liberty to immediately remove the live oak timber growing on it.
In testimony whereof, the parties have hereto set their hands and seals, the twenty-ninth day of
January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-eight, at the city of Washington.
H. M. BRECKENRIDGE, [r.s.]
SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. [ s.]

January 29, o
February 1, } 1828.

T propose selling to the United States four hundred arpents of land, situate in the Bay of Pensacola,
on what is called Deer Point, near the Navy yard at Pensacola, upon- which there is a quantity of valu-

‘W ASHINGTON, {

* The Sccretary of the Navy refers to this for & fact which appears in P.
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able live oak trees, with buildings and improvements. This tract is the west half of a Spanish grant,
confirmed by the commissioners of West Florida in my name, and that of General Call.

I offer it for the sum of two thousand two hundred dollars, and if the Secretary has no power to
purchase, I offer the live oak for four hundred dollars; and if Congress make an appropriation to purchase,
the four hundred dollars shall be considered a part of the sum, and the remainder, when paid, shall be
considered in full. . :

: H. M. BRECKENRIDGE.

To the Hon. Samuer L. Sovraarn, Secretary of the Navy.

P.

Wasnixeroy, January 28, 1828.

Sir: I hope, in making a different proposition from that we had agreed upon, under the mistaken
impression that the act of Congress gave power to purchase, I will not be considered as dealing
uncandidly; and if, under the circumstances, you should deem it inadmissible, I will respectfully, if not
cheerfully submit.

But I think on due reflection you will be satisfied that, without any impropriety on my part or on
yours—since it appears that a special act of Congress will be requisite, which is but a bird in the bush,
while the other was a bird in the hand—1I may be permitted to obtain a more just equivalent than that
which I inconsiderately and hastily promised to take. I well know that it would be an object to the
TUnited States, considering the purposes for which the land is wanted, to give the actual cost or value of
my improvements, but they would not expect to obtain private property, for any purpose, greatly below
its value. These improvements cost me upwards of three thousand dollars, and before the mail route was
changed, and the road ceased to be traveled, I valued the property at five thousand dollars.

The proposition to purchase anything more than the land, permitting me to retain my improvements,
orangery, &c., was unexpectedly made me in the office. I had not reflected vn it a moment, and named
a price far below its value. Commodore Warrington, who has a personal knowledge of the situation,
and knows the nature of my improvements from report, told me that he would not have hesitated to
recommend the purchase at twenty-five hundred dollars. It is certainly not common for people to ask too
little for their property, but those who know me, I think, will do me the honor to say that, if such a
blockhead can be found, it is more likely to be myself than any other. However, should the Secretary
think it inadmissible to be permitted to change my proposals, I will consider it my duty to acquiesce.

‘With sentiments of great respect, I am your obedient servant,
H. M. BRECKENRIDGE.

The Hon. Sayues L. Soursaro, Secrefary of the Navy, United States.

Nore—1It appears the offer had been different. The reference to O should have been to this paper.

Q.
Copy of power of attorney, from H. M. Breckenridge to Jos. M. White.

Know all men by these presents, that I, Henry M. Breckenridge, of West Florida, have constituted
and appointed, and by these presents do constitute and appoint Joseph M. White, also of West Florida,
and now in the city of Washington, my true and lawful attorney, for me, and in my name, to sell and
dispose of, for such sum or sums of money as he may deem sufficient and satisfactory, the west half of a
tract of eight hundred arpens of land, situate on the Sound of Santa Rosa, in the Bay of Pensacola, con-
taining four hundred arpenis, more or less, being the same tract of land purchased jointly by me with R.
K. Call, from the representatives of one Jayme Barcelo, to whom the said land was granted by the
Spanish government, and confirmed by the United States. And I do hereby further authorize and
empower my said attorney to make and execute such deeds of conveyance as may be deemed necessary,
to convey the legal title to such purchaser or purchasers as may be found for the said tract or parcel of
Jand; and also to give full acquittances for the purchase money which may be received for the same,
hereby ratifying and confirming all and singular the acts and things which the said attorney, Joseph M.
. White, may lawfully do in the premises.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal, this twenty-cighth day of Janrary, one

thousand eight hundred and twenty-eight.
H. M. BREGKENRIDGE. [seaL.]

Signed, sealed and delivered in presence of F. Lowxpgs.
. Arex. McDoxarp.

Districr oF Corvyeia, Washingfon County:

Before me, Richard S. Briscoe, a justice of the peace in and for said county, personally came the
above-signed H. M. Breckenridge, who acknowledged-the foregoing instrument of writing to be his act
and deed, for the purposes therein expressed.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal, this twenty-ninth day of January, one
thousand eight hundred and twenty-eight.

’ R. 8. BRISCOE, J. P. [seaL]
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Districr o Corvyeis, County of Washington:

Be it remembered, that on this 29th January, 1828, personally appcared hefore me, the subscriber,
one of the justices of the peace for the county aforesaid, H. M. Breckenridge, and acknowledged the fore-
going instrument of writing to be his act and deed.

C. H. W. WHARTON, J. P. [sEaL]

To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting:

I certify that R. S. Briscoe and C, H. W. Wharton, whose names are subscribed to the annexed
instrument of writing, are and were at the time of signing the same, justices of the peace for Washing-
ton county, in the District of Columbia, duly appointed and commissioned, and that full faith is due to all
their acts as such,

In testimony whereof, I Henry Clay, Secretary of State of the United States, have hereunto subscribed
my name, and caused the seal of the Department of State to be affixed.

Done at the city of Washington, this twenty-ninth day of January, A. D, eighteen hundred and twenty-
eight, and of the independence of the United States of America this fifty-second.

H. CLAY. [L s.]

TerrrTorY oF Frorips, County of Escambia:

1, M. Cruper, clerk of the county court for the county aforesaid, do hereby c#tify that the foregoing
power of attorney from H. M. Breckenridge to Joseph M. White is duly recorded in my office, which is the
proper and legal office of record for said county.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and affixed the seal of the said court, this the
eighth day of September, A. D. eighteen hundred and twenty-eight.

M. CRUPPER, Clerk, [r.s.]

By J. G. DraxrE, Dep. Clerk.

R.

Extracts of @ communication made to the Secretary of the Navy by Thomas F. Carroll, late United States agent
of the Navy Department in West Florida, dated July 16, 1829.

Congress deemed it proper to enact a law that, from the annual appropriation (for the gradual
improvement of the navy,) of $500,000 for six years, $10,000 of that sum should be reserved for the pur-
chase of suitable lands for the rearing of live oak. This act (except for the peculiar manner in which it
was passed, and the probable want of knowledge that many of the members of Congress had of the quan-
tity of land our government owned in that Territory, I believe would never have passed) was no doubt
passed for the most laudable purposes. But, sir, the idea of government buying lands in Florida to estab-
Iish a live oak nursery sounds very singular {o us in that Territory, particularly when she owns so many
thousands of acres of much better land than the lands purchased with the appropriation, and which cannot
command the minimum governmental price of $1.25 per acre. The gradual increase of the navy has
indeed for a long time been the favorite theme of Congress, and the expenditure of $10,000 was viewed
as but a small sum out of the $500,000 appropriated annually for six years; but in hastily giving their
sanction to this expenditure, they did not probably take into consideration the enormous expense it would
require to raise up a nursery of live oak from the acorn or young tree, admitting every jfavorable circum-
stance, Nor did Congress dream, when sanctioning this item of expenditure, that it was to be expended
in such a manner as it was by your predecessor. The important query then arises, how was this money
expended? To tell any one of common sense that has ever visited Pensacola what lands were selected, I
could not be believed; but, sir, we have only to refer to the last report of the Secretary of the Navy, to
be told that two adjacent tracts on the peninsula between Sta. Rosa Sound and Pensacola Bay were
gelected. Sir, when this information was first communicated in Florida, it was received with astonish-
ment, and could not be believed; and the doubts of many were not removed until seeing extensive opera-
tions commenced, negroes hired at enormous wages, and the grand scheme of supplying our navy with a
futnre supply of live oak put into active and extensive operation. Sir, I say this purchase was doubted,
for how else could it be by any one possessing the least knowledge of Florida, that $9,000 of the public
treasure should be expended in the purchase of three of the most worthless and miserable tracts in the
whole Territory, all of which, I venture to say, could not at this moment command 9,000 cents, except
for the buildings erected by Judge Breckenridge, one of the former proprietors, and some other little
improvements, of no use to the government, put on one of the tracts by him previously to the sale of it to
the government.

S.

Copy of a deed from Joseph II. White, as attorney in fact for F. and F. Moreno, to Samuel L. Southard.

Know all men by these presents, that I, Joseph M. White, of Florida, attorney in fact of Francisco
and Fernando Moreno, duly constituted, for and in consideration of the sum of three thousand dollars, in
hand paid by Samuel L. Southard, Secretary of the Navy, acting for the United States, have bargained,
sold, transferred, aliened, and assigned, and by these presents do bargain, sell, alien, and assign, all
that tract or parcel of land, containing 800 arpents, near the Navy yard, on Pensacola Bay, granted to the
said Francisco and Fernando Moreno by the Spanish government in April, 1810, and confirmed by the
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United States commissioners, in their report* and abstract A, document 111, page 65, No. 29, Executive
Papers, 1824-5: to have and to hold the said tract unto him the said Samuel L. Southard, Secretary of
the Navy, and to his successors in office, for the use and benefit of the United States of America, for ever,
with all and singular the appurtenances thereunto belonging. In.witness whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand and seal, this 2d June, 1828,
FERNANDO MORENOQ. [sEav.]
FRANCISCO MORENO. [seavn]

JOSEPH M. WHITE.

By their attorney in fact,

‘Witness: Georee W. B. BLACKWELL.
B. A. Braniey.

TERRITORY OF FLORIDA, Escambia Gounty:

Know all men by these presents, that, whereas we, Francisco Moreno and Ferdinand Moreno, of the
city of Pensacola, Territory and county aforesaid, are seized in fee of and in all that tract of land situated
in the village of St. Carlos de Barrancas, containing eight hundred arpents, beginning at a point fifty
feet east of the most eastern extremity of the said village, running thence due north to the Grande Bayou,
thence following the same to the foot of the hill called Drunkard’s bluff, thence along the foot of the high
ground to the beginning, so as not to include any part of the beach or low ground between the sea and
the acclivity. Now know ye, that we, the said Francisco and Fernando Moreno have made, constituted,.
and by these presents ® make, constitute, and appoint, Hon. Joseph M. White, delegate in Congress,
‘Washington city, our true and lawful attorney, for us and in our names, and for our own proper use and
benefit, to sell, grant, bargain, and convey the tract of land above designated, absolutely, in fee simple,
for such price or sum of money, and to such person or persons, as he shall think fit and convenient; and
also for us, and in our names, to seal, execute, and deliver such deeds, conveyances, bargains, and sales,
for the absolute sale and disposal thereof, with such clauses, covenants, and agreements to be therein
contained, as our said attorney shall think fit and expedient; hereby ratifying, confirming, and allowing
all such deeds, conveyances, bargains, or sales, which shall at any time hereafter be sealed and executed
by our said attorney touching or concerning the premises.

In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands and seals, in the city of Pensacola, this 9th day
of May, 1828. .
FRANCISCO MORENQ. [sEav.]
FERNANDO MORENO. [sEaL.]
Signed and acknowledged in the presence of Joserr E. Caro. R

TERRITORY OF FLORIDA:

Before me, Joseph E, Caro, a notary public, duly qualified and commissioned, dwelling in the city of
Pensacola, personally came and appeared Francisco Moreno, and Fernando Moreno, and acknowledged
that they signed, sealed, and delivered the foregoing power of attorney to Hon. Joseph M. White, dele-
gate in Congress, for the purposes therein mentioned.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand, and affixed my notorial seal of office, at the city

of Pensacola, on the day and year before written.
JOSEPH E. CARO, Notary Public. [ s.]

S, 2.
Copy of power of attorney from Francisco and Fernando Moreno to Joseph BL. White.

TerrITORY OF FLORIDA, Escambia County:

Know all men by these presents, that we, Francisco and Fernando Moreno, of the city of Pensacola,
Territory and county aforesaid, do hereby constitute and appoint the Hon. Joseph M. White, delegate in
Congress, Washington city, our lawful attorney, for us, and in our names and behalf, to sell, assign,
and transfer, unto any person or persous, the whole or any part of a tract of land belonging to us, situated
at the village of St. Carlos de Barrancas, containing eight hundred arpents, for such price or sum of
money as we may name in our private letter; and also for us, and in our names, to seal, execute, and
deliver such deeds, conveyances, bargains, and sales, for the absolute sale and disposal thereof, or any
part thereof, with such clauses, covenants aud agreements, to be therein contained, as our said attorney
shall think fit and expedient, hereby ratifying, confirming, and allowing all such deeds, conveyances,
bargains or sales, which shall at any time hereafter be sealed and executed by our said attorney, touching
or concerning the premises. In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands and seals, at the city of
Pensacola, this second day of February, in the year of our Lord 1821.

FRANCISCO MORENO. [r.s.]
FERNANDO MORENO. [r.s.]
Signed, sealed, and delivered in presence of Joserr E. Caro.

TerrITORY OF FLORIDA, FEscambia County:

Be it known, that on the third day of February, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred
and twenty-seven, before me, Joseph E. Caro, notary public, duly qualified and commissioned, personally
appeared Francisco and Fernando Moreno, and acknowledged that they signed, sealed, and delivered the
within letter of attorney for the purposes therein mentioned, to the Hon. Joseph M. White, delegate in
Congress. .

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand, and affixed my notarial seal, the day and year last
aforesaid. )

JOSEPH E. CARO, Notary Public. [L.s.]

# For this document see class Public Lands, vol. 4, No. 454.
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TerrrroRY OF FLORIDA, County of Escambia:

I, M. Crupper, clerk of the county court for the county aforesaid, do hereby certify that the fore-
going power of attorney, from Francisco and Fernando Moreno to Joseph M. White, is duly recorded in
my office, which is the proper and legal office of record for said county.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand, and affixed the seal of said county, this the eighth

day of September, A. D. 1828,
M. CRUPPER, Clerk,. [L.s.]
By J. G. Drak, Deputy Olerk.

T.

Copy of a deed from J. . White, altorney, to the Secretary of the Navy.

Know all men by these presents, that I, Joseph M. White, for myself, and as attorney in fact of
Henry M. Breckenridge, for a valuable consideration paid, the receipt whereof is acknowledged, have
bargained, sold, aliened, transferred, and assigned, and do hereby bargain, sell, alien, transfer and
assign, to Samuel L. Southard, Secretary of the Navy of the United States, for the sole use and benefit of
the United States, sixteen hundred arpents of land, on the Sound of Sta. Rosa, granted to Jayme Barcelo
and Samora, and confirmed to Henry M. Breckenridge, and to H. M. Breckenridge and R. K. Call, in
report and abstract A, of the commissioners’ reports,* document 111, Nos. 51, 52, Executive papers,
1824-5; eight hundred arpents of which was conveyed by H. M. Breckenridge, by deeds duly recorded,
to Joseph M. White, and four hundred by R. K. Call: to have and to hold the said land, unto him the said
Samuel L. Southard, and his successors in office, for the use of the United States forever. ‘

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal, this second of June, 1828,

H. M. BRECKENRIDGE. [seaL.]

By his attorney in fact.

JOSEPH M. WHITE. [seaL.]

Witnesses: GeorcE W. B. BLACKWELL,

B. A. BrabrEY.

V.
Copy of a deed from Jos. M. While, attorney for H. BI. Breckenridge, to S. L. Southard.

District oF CoLuMBLa:

This indenture, made this tenth day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred
and twenty-eight, by and between Joseph M. White, as attorney in fact for Henry M. Breckenridge, on
the one part, and Samuel L. Southard, Secretary of the Navy of the United States, acting for and in
behalf of the said United States, on the other part, witnesseth: That the said Joseph M. White, as
attorney aforesaid, for and in consideration of the sum of one thousand eight hundred dollars, to him in
hand well and truly paid by the said Samuel L. Southard, and the receipt whercof is hereby acknow-
ledged, hath bargained, sold, aliened, conveyed, and confirmed, and by these presents doth bargain, sell,
alien, convey and confirm, unto the said Samuel L. Southard, for the use and benefit of the United States,
all that tract of land, containing four hundred arpents, situate on Santa Rosa Sound, about four miles
below Deer Point, fronting said sound, in the county of Iscambia, and Territory of Florida, which said
tract of land was granted by the Spanish government to Jayme Barcelo, and confirmed by the land com-
missioners of the United States for West Florida, to Henry M. Breckenridge and Richard K. Call, which
confirmation was approved by an act of Congress, and which tract of land is more particularly described .
in the plat of survey and title papers, recorded in the books of the said commissioners, and now deposited
in the office of the keeper of the public archives of Pensacola, together with all and singular the issues,
rights, members, and appurtenances whatsoever, to the said tract of land belonging, or in anywise
appertaining: to have and to hold the said tract of land, together with the appurtenances thereof, unto
them, the said United States, forever.

In testimony whereof, the said Joseph M. White hath hereunto set his hand and seal, at the city of
‘Washington, in the district aforesaid.

JOS. M. WHITE, [i s.]

Attorney in fact of H. 3. Breckenridge.

Signed, sealed, and acknowledged, in our presence: Jxo. N. MouLDER,
R. S. BriscoE.

We, the undersigned, justices of the peace in and for the county of Washington, do hereby certify
that Joseph M. White, a party to the foregoing indenture, did, in our presence, acknowledge his signature

and seal to the same, for the purposes therein mentioned.
JNO. N. MOULDER, J. P.
R. S. BRISCOE, J. P.

To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting:

I certify that John N. Moulder and R. S. Briscoe, whose names are subscribed to the annexed instru-
ment of writing, were, at the time of subscribing, and now are, justices of the peace for Washington

# For this docnment see class Public Lands, vol. 4, No. 454.
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county, in the District of Columbia, duly appointed and commissioned, and that full faith is due to all
their acts as such.
In testimony whereof, I, Henry Clay, Secretary of State of the United States, have hereunto sub-
scribed my name, and caused the seal of the Department of State to be affixed.
Done at Washington, this tenth day of March, A. D. 1828, and of the independence of the United
States of America the fifty-second.
H. CLAY. [n.s.]

TErRITORY OF Frorna, County of Escambia:

I, M. Crupper, clerk of the county court for the county aforesaid, do hereby certify that the foregoing
deed is recorded in my office, and that there is no other deed of the land therein conveyed by H. M.
Breckenridge, of record; and that mine is the only legally authorized recording office for such convey-
ances in said county.

In witness whereof, I have hereto set my hand and affixed the seal of said court, this the eighth day
of September, A. D. 1828.
. M. CRUPPER, Clerk, [L.s.]
By J. G. DRAKE, D. Clerk.

W.
Copy of aletier from J. M. White, atforney of Morenos, to the Secretary of the Navy.

Disrricr oF CoLUMBIA:

This indenture, made the tenth day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred
and twenty-eight, by and between Joseph M. White, attorney in fact of Francisco and Fernando Moreno,
of the city of Pensacola, and Territory of Florida, duly constituted, on the one part, and Samuel L.
Southard, Secretary of the Navy, acting for and in behalf of the United States, on the other part, wit-
nesseth: That the said Joseph M. White, as attorney in fact as aforesaid, for and in consideration of the
sum of three thousand dollars, to him in hand well and truly paid by the said Samuel L. Southard, the
receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, hath bargained, sold, and enfeoffed, and by these presents doth
bargain, sell, and enfeoff, unto the said Samuel L. Southard, Secretary of the Navy, for the use of the
United States of America, all that tract of land, containing eight hundred arpents, situate in West
Florida, in the county of Escambia, on Pensacola Bay, between the village of San Carlos de Barrancas
and the navy yard, which said tract of land was granted by the Spanish government to the said Fran-
cisco and Fernando Moreno, and confirmed by the United States commissioners, appointed to ascertain
claims and titles to land in West IFlorida, together with all and singular the issues, rights, members, and
appurtenances, to the said tract of land belonging, or in anywise appertaining: to have and to hold the
said tract of land, together with the appurtenances thereof, unto the said United States, forever.

In testimony whereof, the said Joseph M. White, attorney in fact for the said Francisco and Fer-
nando, hath hereunto sethis hand and seal, in the city of Washington, and district aforesaid.

JOSEPH M WHITE, [r.s.]
Attorney of F. and F. Moreno.

Signed, sealed, and acknowledged, in presence of us: Jomxy N. MooLDER,
R. S. Briscok.

‘We, the undersigned, justices of the peace for the county of Washington, do hereby certify that
Joseph M. White, a party to the foregoing deed, did in our presence acknowledge his signature and seal to
the same, for the purposes therein mentioned.

JNO. N. MOULDER, J. P.

R. S. BRISCOE, J. P.

To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting:

I certify that Joh1 N. Moulder and R. S. Briscoe, whose names are subscribed to the annexed instru-
ment of writing, were, at the time of subscribing, and now are, justices of the peace for Washington
county, in the District of Columbia, duly appointed and commissioned, and that full faith is due to all
their acts as such.

In testimony whereof, I, Henry Clay, Secretary of State of the United States, have hereunto sub-
scribed my name, and caused the seal of the Department of State to be affixed.

Done at the city of Washington, this tenth day of March, A. D. 1828, and of the independence of
the United States of America the fifty-second.

H. CLAY. [r.s]

Terrirory oF Frorwa, County ¢f Escambia:

1, M. Crupper, clerk of the county court for the county aforesaid, do hereby certify that the foregoing
deed is recorded in my office, and that there is no other deed of the land therein conveyed by Francisco
and Fernando Moreno, of record; and that mine is the only legally authorized recording office for such
conveyances in said county.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto sef my hand and affixed the seal of the said court, this the eighth

day of September, A. D. 1828.
M. CRUPPER, Clerk. [r.s.]
By J. G. Drakx, D. Clerk.
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X.
Extract of a letter from Commodore Rodgers to the Secretary of the Novy, dafed—

WasmneroN, July 3, 1829.

Upon the subject of the lands sold to the Navy Department by Col. Joseph M. White, on his own
account, and as agent for Judge Henry M. Breckenridge, and for Francisco and Fernando Moreno, I
spent five days in examining the four tracts. The two first, consisting «f 1,600 arpents (1,200 the pro-
perty of Col. White, cost the Department $2,700: 400 belonging to Judge Breckenridge cost $2,200,)
are bounded on the south by Santa Rosa Sound, and on the east and west by lands belonging to the
United States. The eastern boundary of the first, 1,200 arpents, being six, and the last, 400, about four
miles distant from the extreme end of Deer Point.

On the tract purchased from Judge Breckenridge, (see plat No. —), I should suppose from the best
examination I was enabled to make, that one-fourth of the whole may be considered what is commonly
denominated hammock land, the soil from 12 to 18 inches deep, consisting of decomposed vegetable sub-
stances and oyster shells, intermixed with the fine white sand, forming by nature so large a portion of the
soil of Florida, particularly that bordering on the Gulf of Mexico. On one part of these hammocks, one
hundred or more live oak trees of large omwth are to be seen, and on the others large stumps of the
same tree are found; thus furnishing, if not conclusive, strong presumptive evidence that a soil that had
once given growth to such timber might, with care and proper management, be made to produce it again,
if not by transplanting young and thrifty trees, at least by sowing acorns taken from trees of large
growth, while in a sound, healthy state. On the adjoining 1,200 arpents, purchased of Col. White (see
plat No. —), I am led to believe, taking the whole together, that not more than one-sixth part can be
properly called hammock lands. This, particularly the hammock land, is similar in quality to that pu-
chased of Judge Breckenridge, and from the number of large stumps to be met with, it is inferred that
Jarge live oak trees had once grown on it; at present, however, it has but few, if any, of this description,
although it contained several thousand young trees, 12 to 20 and 25 feet in height, and 2, 3, and 4 inches
in diameter. The timber on the easternmost part of this tract consists principally of a stunted growth of
pitch pine, intermixed with serub, black jack, and water oaks.

The improvements on the two tracts are as follows: on that purchased of Judge Breckenridge, a
frame dwelling, one story high, (not plastered,) containing two large and four small rooms, with a large
passage running through the centre, having a portico in front and another in the rear of the house; a log
kitchen, a stable and other small outhouses; two gardens, the large one having in it several hundred
small orange and peach trees; the other, used principally as a vegetable garden, has some small fruit
trees and shrubbery. In addition to these, there are two new rough log buildings, sufficiently capacious
to accommodate 20 negroes. On the tract purchased of Colonel White there are no improvements other
than the remains of two small log buildings, said to have been built by General Call. At the time I
visited these lands there were twenty hands employed in cutting down and clearing out from among the
young live oaks, all the undergrowth and other trees, such as white bay, black jack, scrub, black and
water oaks, magnolia, &c.; and in this way, it was judged by Mr. Davis, the overseer, who accompanied
me, that nearly or quite 200.arpents had already been cleared, in addition to two avenues in a uorth and
south direction, and another in the centre, running east and west, that had been cut through the woods to
give free circulation to the air, and prevent injurious effects from fires, such as these lands had previously
been subjected to from Indian hunters and others. On the lands thus_cleared, the overseer assured me
that there were now growing 173 full grown trees, 126 of six inches and over in diameter, 11,635 between
two and six inches, 9,965 of two inches and undel, making in the whole 22,202 which he "had already
counted.

From the limited examination I was enabled to make of these lands, it is impossible for me to say
with precision how many acres had been cleared, or how many live oak trees they contained; but from
what I did observe (and my whole attention was given to the subject), I am strongly inclined to believe
that the overseer’s statement is nearly, if not quite correct.

Col. White T found was at Tallahassee; and as it would have requned 20 days for a letter to reach
him by due course of mail, I was under the necessity of giving up the expectation of seeing him before
my departure; and Judge Breckenridge having left Pensacola for Philadelphia before my arrival, pre-
cluded my obtaining from him an account of the expense that had already been incurred, or of the sums
necessary to satisty existing claims against the lands, for the improvement of which he bad been
appointed the superintendent.

I now come to the two tracts, one consisting of 1,250 arpents, purchased of Col. White for the sum
of §2,361.11, the other of 800 arpents, purchased through him, as the agent of Francisco and Fernando
Moreno, for the sum of $3.000. In the examination of these lands I spent two days, and was assisted in
my researches by Capt. Woolsey, of the navy, and a respectable Spaniard, a native of the village of Bar
rancas, named Cummings or Cummin.

The 1,250 arpents (see plat No. —) are bounded on the mnorth by the Grande bayou, south by the
Grande lagoon, east by the Gulf of Mexico. On this tract, which lies about three miles west of the Bar-
rancas, there is a large hammock of 150 arpents, that contains some large live oaks, and a considerable
number of others of recent growth, from three to six inches in diameter, Sutermixed with pitch pine, red
bay, black oak, magnolia, and other trees of a small size. This hammock does 1ot appear to differ in the
quality of its soil from those inspected on Santa Rosa Sound; and from what I was able to observe by
passing around it, and into it in two places as far as the underg1 owth would permit me to penetrate, I
am led to believe that the number of ar pents of hammock it was said to contain does not differ essentially
from what has been stated. The remainder of this tract consists, one-third, perhaps, of impenetrable
swamp, covered with juniper, white bay, and other trees peculiar to such land; the remaining two-thirds
of sand, in most places thmly covered by pitch pine, none of which are large enouo-h for spars.

The tract of $00 arpents is bounded on the north by the Grande bayou, on the west by the village of
Barrancas, and on the east by the navy yard. This tracthas on it two hammocks, one containing perhaps
thirty-five or forty, the other twenty or twenty-five arpents; butalthough it has, like the other hammocks,
a large number of small live oak trees, and some large stumps of the same kind of timber, I saw none of
large growth. The soil, like all the 1est is generally very sandy and unfit for cultivation. It is, however,
pretty well clothed with small trees, such as pine, fed bay, black jack, water oak, and other wood suit-
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able for fuel. Its chief value consists in its vicinity to the Great bayou, the number of springs of good water
it supplies, and the fine, elevated prospect that part bordering on the Bay of Pensacola affords of the sea.
It is on this high ground that the erection of a hospital is recommended, should one be thought expedient. .

Extract added by the Committee on Novol Affairs. [State Papers, H. R., 1st session, 21st Congress, Doc.
No. 2, pages 236-1.]

It would be difficult to determine the value of these lands; for, notwithstanding they all contain
considerable quantities of timber suitable for fire-wood, and those parts called hammocks might be made
to produce live oak, it is believed, still, for the purposes of cultivation, there is but a small part, I should
think, that is of any value whatever.

Y.

Extract from report No. 3, of Charles Haire and Thomas F. Cornell, agents for the examination and survey
of West Florida lands, under instructions from the Navy Department, daled—

Noveuser 12, 18217.

[This part of the report includes the lands purchased by government for the raising of live oak, and
contains the information sought for by the resolution of Congress of the 16th December, 1830, on the
subject of the live oak in Florida.]

The next growth of live oak, in the course of the examinations of the agents, is to be found at the
residence of Judge Breckenridge, on the Santa Rosa Sound, and which place is noted on the map of Mr.
Williams, above referred to. The schedule No. 2 exhibits the growth on this place. The accompanying
map will show the quantity of the land, in all about fen acres. (This comprises all the live oak land of
any value embraced within the three tracts purchased by government, the rest being barren and unpro-
ductive, and of no value.) Rumor having spread abroad in some directions such flattering tales of the
large quantity as well as the fine quality of the live oak growing on this place, whilst in others it is
communicated quile the reverse, the agents deemed it advisable fo be more critical in their examinations
here, than if the same quantity of live oak had been found elsewhere. The sound as well as the unsound
trees are therefore thus exhibited in full, by which means an opportunity is afforded of knowing both alike,
and the proportion of each; at the same time it furnishes a just criterion to test the quality of the soil, as
well as the proportion destroyed by fire.

Much has been said in favor of this peninsula as a favorable site for raising live oak, but the agents
are not fully impressed with the practicability of this measure, and, with great deference and respect,
take the liberty to suggest that, before an undertaking of such national importance asthe raising of live oals
nursertes should be commenced, great attention should be paid in meking judicious selections, combining as well
the advantage of a FAVORABLE soIL as that of a coNvENIENT sitoarioN. The remarks of Mr. Williams, who has
written a book, accompanying his map, on West Florida, are in strict conformity with the result of the
examinations of the agents. In one place, in speaking of this peninsula, he says: “The peninsula extend-
ing between Pensacola Bay and Santa Rosa Sound (this is the land selected for a live oak nursery) and has
not even clay beneath the sand; peat is sometimes found there in extensive beds, with abundance of
cypress and cedar stumps, standing far beneath the sand.” Again, in another part of the work, be says:
“the peninsula between Pensacola Bay and Santa Rosa Sound is in general a pine barren, interspersed
with black jack ridges and savannahs of moist grazing land. On each shore there are small hammocks,
excellent for sea island cotton, and would form beautiful country residences.

In the course of the examination thus far made by the agents, they are of opinion that as yet they
have met with no position around these bays more favorably situated, nor affording greater facilities for
its cultivation, particularly in so large a body, (a most important consideration,) than the peninsula
dividing the Escambia Bay from the Yellow Water and Black Water Bays. To illustrate this fact more
forcibly, reference need only be had to the comparative growths of each place, excepting, however, the
growth on the hammock, partly cleared by Mr. Garnier, at the eastern extremity of Santa Rosa Sound,
and which may as well be considered the mouth of Choctawhatchee Bay. The soil on this named penin-
sula is of a strong, stiff texture of the kind, mingled more or less with decomposed vegetable matter,
together with calcareous substances, formed from various sea shells, and consequently may be expected
to be lasting in richness. The soil of the first named peninsula, viz., between Pensacola Bay and Santa
Rosa Sound, though abounding also in some of the above enriching substances, is nevertheless loose and
impoverished in its texture, more particularly so in the interior, while the interior of the other produces
all its growth both numerous and thrifty, even down to the pasture itself. The interior growth of the
“former is scattered and stunted, and the pasturage in most places approximates to barrenness. The live
oak growing on the latter is but little injured by fire, while that of the former has three-fourths of its
quantity more or less injured by it.

The superincumbent soil of the latter is founded upon a stratum of clay, that of the former upon a
bed of peat, which may be seen in many places protruding itself into the sound. .

From these facts it may be premised that the soil of the latter will be retentive of its cultivation,
whilst the former must soon become almost barren. But these facts aside, which experience has made
useful prognostics to the agriculturist, the comparative growth of the live oak on both places will at once
suffice to give the latter described peninsula a preference over the former, and at the same time to point
out this peninsula as being the most suitable position, containing a body of the best land for the propa-
gation of the live oak, which has as yet come within the observation of the agents, extending from the
Perdido river around to the settlement of Mr., Garnier, at the head of Sta. Rosa Sound.

Schedule No. 2—O0f the quantity of live oak on Judge Breckenridge’s tract of land, situate on Sta.
Rosa Sound:

Tifty-five trees, containing 2,861 cubic feet.

* The following is an addifional portion of live oak, found also in the above-described hammock:

Sixty-two trees, containing 2,036 cubic feet.
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Z.

Navy DeparryexTt, January 29, 1828.

Sir: In making the necessary inquiries to execute the law of last session respecting live oak timber,
it has been discovered, among other things, that there is a large tract of land in the neighborhood of the
Navy yard at Pensacola, which belongs to the United States, and may be reserved with more advantage
and less expense than any other probably on the whole coast. There is one objection only in the way:
near the centre of it is a tract of 1,600 arpents, which belong to individuals, and which, being in the
possession of others, will render it more difficult to protect and guard.

The land has on it some very valuable timber, and some improvements. The whole together would
form very far the best plantation for live oak which can be found in Florida.

Under these circumstances, I request that authority may be given to purchase the 1,600 arpents.,
The whole cost and expense may be about $5,000, which may, with propriety, be taken from the appro-
priation in the law of the last session of Congress for the gradual improvement of the navy.

The only authority required is that to make the purchase: no appropriation is necessary.

It is proper also to remark, that there are some small tracts on the coast of Georgia which it is very
desirable should be purchased, and which would not cost large sums. They are not designated, because
you will at once perceive that a knowledge that the government designed to buy would induce the owner
to increase the price. Whether it would be proper to give an authority to purchase when the President
shall be satisfied of the expediency of doing so, is respectfully referred to your consideration.

I enclose a map, which will enable you to see the position of the tract proposed to be reserved. The
red lines upon it mark out the 1,600 arpents which I wish to purchase. s

I am, very respectfully, &ec.,

SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD.
Hon. Georee McDurrie, Chairman Com. Woys and Means, H. R.

AA.

Copy of the third section of the appropriation bill for the support of the navy for 1828.

And be it further enacted, That there be, and hereby is, appropriated, for the purchase of such lands
as the President of the United States may think necessa¥y and proper to provide live oak and other
timber for the use of the navy of the United States, a sum not exceeding ten thousand dollars, to be paid
out of the moneys appropriated for the gradual improvement of the navy of the United States, by the
first section of the act entitled * An act for the gradual improvement of the navy of the United States,”
approved the third day of March, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-seven.

BB.

Santa Rosa, February 4, 1829.

Sir: In my letter of the 27th, I stated T had fixed on one hundred and fifty dollars as the price of
pre-emptions; but, on inquiry, I find that it will be necessary to give two hundred, in order to enable those
who wish it, to buy quarter sections of land elsewhere; and this I think reasonable, as, in this way, the
money will probably be returned into the Treasury; and, in all the cases of pre-emption, there is live oak,
fit for immediate use, to the value of four times the amount. The number of these pre-emptions is also
greater than I had supposed, and if the reserve will include the whole of the peninsuls, (thirty miles),
which I strongly recommend, there will be in all as many as nine or ten; but these claims will cover
some of the best hammocks, particularly at the upper end, where, in two or three of them, there is at
least live oak worth ten thousand dollars, of full size. At Barkley and Crave’s there are some buildings,
a small frame, and some outhouses, worth about three hundred dollars, which cught to be paid for.

Thus far the success in clearing out the live oak already growing, very far exceeds my most sanguine
expectations. The ground is covered with an immense mass of wood fit for fuel; but finding that to at-
tempt to cut it into cord wood would take up more than twice the time necessary for the main operation,
I have thought it best to let it remain for the present.

I feel perfecily confident that I shall be able to clear out thirty thousand trees, from ten to thirty
feet high, in the course of the year. But, in order t6 have the number of laborers to which I am limited
constantly employed: in the work, it will be necessary to engage a few more, who will be occupied in
hauling the wood or cutting it up, as well as in preparing quarters. I have taken great pains to pro-
cure young meun from seventeen to twenty years of age, who have no bad habits, who can be perfectly
contented, and who will remain contented on this insular spot. If my success continues to equal that
which I have had, I wiil strongly recommend the employment of at least thirty laborers for the rest of
the year. But, before I shall do this, I will consult with Commodore Woolsey, who has taken great
pains, and enters with much earnestness into this interesting experiment. I will respectfully recommend
that, in order to enable persons appointed to see to the public timber to know its true value, or adapta-
tion to particular purposes, some copies of some good works, should be procured and transmitted; the
best is, “7The Timber Merchant’s Guide,” by Peter Guillot, published, I think, in Baltimore.

I am, sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant,
H. M. BRECKENRIDGE.

Saxyorrn L. Sovraaro, Secretary of the Navy, U. S.

voL. mi——119 1
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CC.

Navy Departyext, December 6, 1828.

Sir: T have received your letters of the 1st and 10th June, containing your suggestions respecting
the cultivation of live oak, on the land purchased and reserved for that purpose near Pensacola, and
tender to you my sincere thanks for the information and plans which you have communicated.

I do not perceive in them anything important which does not appear to me correct, except that
which relates to the planting of the acorn. The President entertains an opinion, which is justified by
the best writers on the subject, and among others by Evelyn and Duhamel, that a good, if not the best
mode of raising the oak, was from the acorn. But whether this opinion be correct or not, it is desirable
that it should be tested by full experiment on the reserved land; and it is the earnest wish of the Presi-
dent that this should be done.

I desire, by direction of the President, in this letter, to appoint you the superintendent of the tract
and plantation, with a yearly compensation of four hundred dollars; and if you undertake to perform the
duty, the Executive will look te you for a careful and judicious management of the whole matter.

You will be authorized to employ an overseer, at a salary of not more than five hundred dollars, and
as much less as you can procure a fit person for.

You are authorized, also, to employ not more than twenty laborers for one year, and procure such
oxen, carts, boats and tools, and erect such houses and accommodations as may be necessary, seeking in
everything the utmost economy, and rendering quarterly accounts of the expenses, and statements of the
progress made in the labor.

It is desired that the labor be directed—
1st. To clearing out the ground on which the oak is already growing, so as to give it the best oppor-
tunity for increase.

2d. To plant young trees.

3d. To select a favorable spot of 200 or 300 acres, and plant the acorn upon it, in such mode as to
make the most satisfactory experiment, and to keep accurate statements of the progress on this point for
future use.

As you are the superintendent, you are authorized to take such measures as may be necessary to
prevent fires, and trespasses of every description. It is important that these measures be as little harsh
and violent as the nature of the objects will permit.

You are also authorized to purchase the private rights or claims to portions of the land which you
mention in your letter, provided it can be done on the terms you state. If you make the purchase, you
will take the necessary conveyances and authority from the claimants for a patent to issue in my name,
as Secretary of the Navy, for the use of the Unfited States.

In clearing out the ground, it is supposed a large quantity of wood will be cut, which may be sold
to advantage; it is desirable that this should be disposed of, so as to reduce the expenses as far as
practicable.

I shall be glad to receive from you frequent communications of your views and opinions on this
interesting subject. .

I am, respectfully, &c., S. L. SOUTHARD.

H. M. BrecrENRIDGE, Esq., Pensacola.

<

DD.

Deer Pornt, January 27, 1829.

Sir: Operations have been already commenced at this place. TFifteen laborers are now actively
employed; one part of them are engaged in eracting quarters, the remainder at work in the woods. Thus
far the necessary funds have been advanced by me; but I must request that a sum be placed at my dis-
posal, either by a transmission of a check on the Branch Bank at Mobile, or by permission to draw sufficient
to meet the expense of the first quarter, exclusive of the wages of the laborers.

I have purchased oxen, cart and tools, and am about to purchase a boat. I find there are four pre-
emptions, and I have fixed the price at $150 each. Provisions have also been engaged, and must be paid
for on delivery.

The following are the items for which immediate funds will be required, viz:

For tools, oxen, cart, boat, and lumber for quarters, and incidental expenses.......cceves. $500 00
For provisions the first qUAIter.....vuueeriiriieieeeerereoeorestoostonncsanssoansons 850 00
For the purchase of four pre-emptions, at $150......00evveienans ceveaes Ceereaenans cees 600 00

- $1,450 00

I should be glad if this matter could be attended to without delay, as I intend leaving this place
early in April, to go for my family, and am desirous of putting everything in order, so that there may be
no embarrassment during my absence.

With sentiments of respect, I remain your most obedient servant,
H. M. BRECKENRIDGE.

Hon. Sawver L. Souraaro, Secretary of the Navy, U. S.
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EE.

MISCELLANEOUS PAPERS.
Improvement of the navy.
Joseph M. White, delegate from Florida,

159 In account with the United States, Dr.
828.
Jan, 29. To requisition No. 1,199 . oo vietiiiriiiiiiieeenieannnnnnens $800 00
March 22. To requisition No. 1,272 cvvcueenieiiieiiieiniiinennnnnss eees 1,900 00
May  27. To requisition No. 1,544 . covvieeriiiviiiienniinnninnnn, eeeee 2,361 11
—  $5,061 11

To H. M. Breckeunridge, for requisition No. 1,200, for $400, and requisition No. 1,271, for

$1,800, debited to him, being the price of 400 arpents of land ..........covveiaa... 2,200 00
To Francisco and Fernando Moreno, for requisition No. 1,270, debited to them, being the

price of 800 arpents of land . ..oooiietiiiiiiieiiiiiieiiiiiieiiiie it eeenn 3,000 00

$10,261 11

Cr.

By 8,650 arpents of land, in West Florida, purchased by the Secretary of the Navy, under
authority of the third section of the act making appropriations for the support of the
navy, for the year 1828, per account herewith, approved by the Secretary of the Navy, $10,261 11

A correct copy of the original, on file in this office.
T. WATKINS.
Treasury DEPartyENT, Fourth Auditor’s Office, December 5, 1828.

‘Wasnaizerox, March 4, 1828.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose to you a letter of Francisco Moreno, of Florida, on the subject of
a claim to eight hundred arpents of land he owns in conjuction with his brother, between the Barrancas
and navy yard. This claim was presented to the commissioners, its validity recognized and confirmed
Ly them, as will be seen in the Executive documents No. 111, vol. 7, part 2, 1824-25, in report and abstract
A, page 65;% which report was approved by an act of Congress, approved 22d April, 1826, entitled “An
act to confirm the reports of the commissioners of West Florida,” &c. This grant was not surveyed
under the Spanish government, but called to begin a certain distance on the bay above Barrancas, to
include a hill, &c. It was considered competent for the United States to direct the manner of its loca-
tion, so as not to cover two points, the fort and the navy yard; but it must of course include the points
designated, and, no matter in what form located, must cover the largest portion of the intermediate poiuts,
and will obstruct the subsidiary works proposed to be erected between Barrancas and the navy yard,
and must materially injure the benefit of the reservation in the eighth section of the act. It appears
that the commander of the yard has thought that the whole point of the bay was reserved for public
uses, and has construed the sixth section to the entire exclusion of the claimants. I drew both of these
sections, and such an idea was never entertained. The United States could only reserve public, not pri-
vate property. During last winter they sent me a power of attorney, and letter, authorizing me to sell
for five thousand dollars. I submitted it to the Navy Commissioners, and nothing was done. I told them
when I went home that they asked too much. They now ask the sum in the enclosed letter, which I con-
sider reasonable. The possession of this land is not only of vast importance as to the defences of the
place, but for its timber, and the live oak now upon it, and the extension of the plantation, which must
become a most important part of the permanent policy of this country. I consider that it may most
advantageously be used for the defences, or conuected with the yard, or for the other object. Without
the extinguishment of the title, you can see from the letter the consequences. I think, if you deem it
useful to the public interests, which I am sure you must do, that it may be purchased out of the appro-
priation for establishing the yard, or the one proposed at this session.

I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant,
JOSEPH M. WHITE.
Hon. Saver L. Sovrrar, Secrefary of the Navy.

Joseph M. White to Samuel L. Southard.
May 20, 1828.

Mr. White informs the Secretary of the Navy that he has purchased 1,250 acres of the land, and
will call in a day or two. :

Navy Deparruent, May 28, 1828,

Stz: I transmit to you herewith several papers relating to the purchase of land from the Hon. Joseph
M. White, delegate from Florida, and request that you will examine them carefully, without delay.

* Yor this document see class Public Lands, vol 4, No. 454,
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If the deeds of conveyance to the United States are not properly drawn and executed, I wish to have
it done, that Mr. White may do what is necessary before he leaves Washington, which will probably be
very soon. Those deeds which are executed in his own name do not contain any relinquishment of dower
on the part of Mrs. White.

A schedule of the papers accompanies this; and I have further to request that they may all be
returned with the corrected deeds.

I am, respectfully, &ec.,
SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD.

Ricaarp 8. Coxk, Esq., Washington.

Schedule of papers submitted to Richard S. Coxe, Esq., May 28, 1828.

Joseph M. White to Secretary of the Navy, 29th January, 1828,

Agreement between J. M. White and Secretary of the Navy, 29th January, 1828.

J. M. White, deed, 10th March, 1828.

Articles of agreement between Secretary of the Navy and Joseph M. White, 22d March, 1828.
J. M. White, bill for oak timber, $4,000.

Memorandum of amounts to be paid to J. M. White.

J. M. White to Secretary Navy, 20th May, 1828.

Same to same, 27th May, 1828, deed.

Plat and translation of land conveyed to United States, 28th May, 1828.

H. M. Breckenridge to Secretary of the Navy, 28th January, 1828.

Same to same, 29th January, 1828.

Agreement between H. M. Breckenridge and Secretary of the Navy, 29th January, 1828.

J. M. White, attorney in fact of H. M. Breckenridge, deed to United States, 10th March, 1828.
H. M. Breckenridge to Secretary of the Navy, 21st March, 1828.

J. M. White to Secretary of the Navy, 4th March, 1828.

J. M. White, attorney in fact of F. and F. Moreno, deed to the United States, 10th March, 1828.
F. Moreuo to J. M. White, Pensacola, 12th February, 1828.

WasHINGTON, June 2, 1828.

Sir: I have sent to Pensacola deeds, executed and authenticated according to the laws of the Terri-
tory, to be recorded, for the 800 arpents of land of Francisco and Fernando Moreno, with their power of
attorney; one from H. AL Breckenridge, for 400 arpents, with his power of attorney; and one for 1,200,
my own conveyance—all in due form. At your request, Isend you assignments, to be filed at the General
Land Office, on which patents can issue to you and your successors in office. I ask the favor of you to
cause me to be oﬁicia.llgr informed that the contracts of Judge Breckenridge and myself have been exe-
cuted, and our accounts settled, and also that of the Morenos; or, if any further act be necessary on my
part, please to inform me while Breckenridge and the Morenos are at Pensacola. In relation to my
second contract, I shall be able to obtain before August 400 arpents more, and will then make you a con-
veyance, or before the indulgence of six months, which you have extended for its accomplishment. I
ask the favor to be informed if the judge, marshal, and district attorney will be permitted to go in a
public vessel to Key West

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
JOSEPH M. WHITE.

Hon. S. L. SourHarD, Secretary of the Navy, U. S.

‘W asnINGTON, June 16, 1828.

Sir: Thave the honor to enclose to you the original grant and other papers relating to the title of Francis
Barrios, a part of which I conveyed under the last contract. The deed to myself is on record at Pensa-
cola; and my object in sending these, is, that they may remain on file in the Department.

I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant,
. JOSEPH M. WHITE.

Hon. 8. L. Soursarp, Secrefary of the Navy, U. S.

GENERAL Lanp OFFicE, June 24, 1828.

Str: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 23d instant, enclosing a power
of attorney from Francisco and Fernando Moreno to Joseph M. White, and an assignment from Mr. White
to you, as Secretary of the Navy, of 800 arpents near the village of Barrancas, being claim No. 29 in
report A of the board of commissioners; and, also, enclosing an assignment from Joseph M. White in
his own right, and as the attorney of Henry M. Breckenridge, transferring to you, for the use of the
United States, 1,600 arpents, on Santa Rosa Sound, confirmed to Henry M. Breckenridge and R. K. Call,
as Nos. 51 and 52 in report A of the board of commissioners.

The necessary entries have been made on the reports in this office to show that thaese tracts have
been transferred; and patents will not be granted for the same, except to you, for the use of the United
States. The regulations of this office, in relation to the assignments of private claims, will require the
production of the deeds from H. M. Breckenridge and R. K. Call to Mr. White, and of the power of
attorney from Mr. Breckenridge to Mr. White. It would also be necessary that the assigninents should
be properly acknowledged and certified.

I weuld, hewever, suggest the propriety of having regular deeds executed in Florida, and placed
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upon record in the proper office there, and copies furnished to the register of the land office at Tallahassee,
who will issue the necessary certificates on which the patents will be granted to you. The papers
enclosed in your letter are herewith returned.

I am, very respectfully, siy, your most obedient servant, GEORGE GRAHAM.

Hon. S. L. Sovraarn, Secretary of the Navy, U. 8.

NEew Yorg, July 6, 1828,

Sir: I have had the honor fo receive your note of the 3d instant, in which you suggest the propriety
of having some writing signed by the grantees of the tracts of land conveyed to the United States, signi-
fying their assent to the issuing of patents to the Sccretary of the Navy for the use of the United States.
I certainly can make no objection to any course that may be satistactory to the government; but I take
leave to say, that there is another mode, less troublesome, by which the object can be attained. In the
case of Francisco and Fernando Moreno, for 800 arpents, they are the grantees, and in their names is the
title confirmed in the commissioners’ reports, now in the office of the commissioner, Mr. Graham. They
gave me a power of attorney, and I have made a deed, which deed and power are before now recorded in
Pensacola. I have made an assignment, with the power of attorney in due form annexed. In the other
case of 1,600 arpents, 800 of it was granted to a man now dead, and 800 to another now dead. It was
legally conveyed to Breckenridge, at least 1,200 arpents of it, and the remainder to Call; it is confirmed
in their names. Breckenridge, the confirmee, not grantee, conveyed to me 800 arpents, and Call 400; and
I, as the attorney of the former, conveyed his 400, and my own 1,200. Now, if I have conveyed without
title, or without authority, I am responsible. However, to save trouble, it may be well to write to Judge
B. or the clerk of the court, to know if the power of attorney of the Morenos, and my deed pursuant
thereto, are recorded, and to have a copy sent, or the original; secondly, to bave the clerk to certify or
send deeds of Breckenridge and Call to me, and mine to you, and B’s power of attorney. The Commis- -
sioner of the General Land Office will then see that the titles were confirmed to those people, and by
them vegularly and legally transferred to you for the use of the United States. You are, then, the
assignee, and the best evidence is furnished, and he must issue the patents to you. If you desire it, I
will write, and have these papers forwarded to you. The fact is, no patent is wanted; there is a regular
legal transfer of all title to the United States. In the other case, I mean the last contract, I am expect-
ing a letter every day to notify me of the purchase of the remainder; as soon as that is done, T will make
a deed for all, and withdraw the one made a few weeks since. This last shall be made in any form the
Department may direct.

I am, with very high respect, your most obedient servant, JOSEPH M. WHITE.

Hon. SauveL L. Sovtaarp, Secrefary of the Navy, United States.

Sararoca SeriNes, July 20, 1828,

Sir: T have the honor to enclose to you the original grant to Joaquim Barela for 1,000 arpents of
land, with a certificate of confirmation; this claim will be found in the commissioners’ reports, printed
by order of Congress; he had previously sold 150 arpents, leaving 850, and he conveys it as 800, more or
less; if there is any error in that, it shall be corrected. I send the original deed (recorded) from the
grantee to Henry Michelet, and his deed to me, all in due form, and left a deed in your office, dated 27th
May last; it has not been sent home for record, and if you wish it altered to correspond with those now
sent, exactly, I will execute another when I visit Washington, in August.

In the other case of 800 arpents, confirmed to Francisco Barrios, I sent you the marshal’s deed for
that to Caro. The land was sold under execution, and conveyed, and I now send a regular conveyance
from Qaro to me. I have made a conveyance for the 1,250 arpents, which, according to our contract,
amounts to $2,361.11, which sum I received. The papers now sent I wish placed on file, and my account
settled pro tanto; and if I can purchase the other five hundred and fifty (550) arpents I will do it; my
agent is now endeavoring to do it. I will thank you to have sent to me an acknowledgment of these
papers. If you want the land indicated in a former letter for the hospital, I would be glad to know it as
soon as you decide. I may not find you at Washington in August.

I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant, JOS. M., WHITE.

Hon. SayveL L. Sovrard, Secretary of the Navy, United Stafes.

‘Wasaiveron, dugust 217, 1828.

Sir: I expected to have had the honor of meeting you here at this time. I am now on my way home;
and if you should decide to erect the marine hospital on Bayou Chico, a letter will find me at Tallahassee,
I looked over all the papers relating to the lands, and compared them with the contracts. I have done
even more than I was required. I will be much obliged to youn if you will have the account settled. I
do not wish to stand on the records charged with the receipt of money, the greater part of which only
passed through my hands as agent for others, in making sales for their use and that of the government.

I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant,
JOS. M. WHITE.

Hon. Sayuer L. Sovrmarp, Secretary of the Navy, United Stafes.
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Pensiacors, Seplember 8, 1828.

Smr: At the request of Colonel Joseph M. White, I herewith enclose a power of attorney from Fran-
cisco and Fernando Moreno to Joseph M. White, with a deed made under it by Joseph M. White to
Samuel L. Southard.

A power of attorney from Henry M. Breckenridge to Joseph M. White, with a deed made under it by
Joseph M. White to Samuel L. Southard. :

A deed from Henry M. Breckenridge to Joseph M. White, of 400 arpents of land, (undivided half of
800 arpents.

Apdeed %‘rom R. K. and M. L. Call, for 400 arpents of land; and a certified copy of a deed from H. M.
Breckenridge to Joseph M. White, for 400 arpents of land; together with a deed for the said 1,200 arpents
of land, from Joseph M. White to Samuel L. Southard; all duly recorded in the office of the clerk of the
county court for Escambia county, the proper recording office of the county in which the lands lie, and
duly certified and sealed.

Respectfully, your obedient servant, ‘W. HASELL HUNT.

Hon, Savven L. Souvraarn, Secretary of the Nevy, U. S.

£
Pexsacors, October 24, 1830.

Sir: The accounts ending the 18th of October, for expenses incurred at the live oak plantations, are
transmitted herewith.

Notice has been given to persons who have laborers employed, that the work will cease at the end
of the year, that is, with the next quarter, ending the 18th of January; and every arrangement has been
made to comply with your intimation.

I hope that some measures will be taken to preserve the plantation; for, unless a few laborers be
employed at the end of the year for this purpose, it must go to destruction. I will cheerfully do the best
in my power, without any charge to the government, to keep out the fires, and to prevent trespasses;
but this will not be sufficient to do justice to the work. The trees have nearly all been pruned a second
time, but it will require a third pruning and sprouting, which can be done by five hands, and nothing
will then be necessary but to prevent the accidents to which I have alluded. The third pruning is neces-
sary on account of the great number of lateral twigs sent forth from the trunk, and which the trees will
continue to do for some time after the bodies have been pruned up.

If a few hands will be allowed, say from two to five, (but I think the latter number at least,) T will
undertake, for the sum which has been allowed me as superintendent, to continue the care of the trees
for the next year, and will, out of that sum, engage a white laborer, who can, at the same time, act as
overseer of the hands. I should feel great regret to see the work abandoned when it is so promising, and
after so much expense and labor have been bestowed. The space now occupied can sustain at least sixty
thousand trees, the whole of which, in less than twenty years, and many much sooner, will be fit for most
purposes for ship-building.

I am, sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant,
H. M BRECKENRIDGE.

Hon. Jonx Braxcr, Secrefary of the Novy, U. S.

Navy Departvent, December 18, 1830,
Sir: You are requested to furnish the Department with such information as you may possess, other
than that contained in your report made to the Department, dated Washington city, July 8, 1829, on the
following points:
The value of the lands purchased by the Secretary of the Navy, in behalf of the United States, of the
Hon. Mr. White and Judge Breckenridge, situate near Pensacola, in Florida, &c., at the time such pur-
chase was made, (in 1828,) as well as the value of the live oak timber on each tract fit for naval purposes.

I am, respectfully, &ec., - )
J. BRANCH.

Commodore J. Roberrs, President of the Board of Commissioners of the Navy.

DzecexsEr 18, 1830.

Sir: I enclose a copy of a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 16th instant, calling for
information respecting the purchase, &c., of live oak timber, near the Navy yard at Pensacola, and have
to request yoa to furnish copies of all ¢ papers connected with the purchase of live oak lands in Florida,
the quantity purchased, the names of the persons from whom the purchases were made, the prices given,
to whom paid, when paid, and on what authority,” which may be in your office, and calculated to throw
light upon the investigation. .

I am, respectfully, &c., J. BRANCH.

Axos Kenpar, Esq., Fourth Auditor of the Treasury.

WasnainerowN, December 19, 1830.

Sir: I would most respectfully suggest that the report of the inspectors of live oak, in 1818, of which
Mr. Hutton was one, in Louisiana and Florida, and which contains the most accurate information on the
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subject, would present a better view of it than any other, and should be included in the answer to the
resolution.

I would also call your attention to the letter recently received by you from J. W. Dabney, disclosing
certain frauds of deputy surveyors, by which the United States have lost the largest and best body of
live oak lands in Florida. That letter you sent to the Land Office, but, being within your control, is
embraced by the resolution.

I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant, JOS. M. WHITE.

Hon. Jor~ Braxcs, Secretary of the Navy, U. S.

Navy CoxpnssioNers’ OFrice, December 20, 1830,
Smr: The Commissioners of the Navy have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 18th inst.,
and beg leave to observe that they have no information relative to the lands purchased of Col. White
and Judge Breckenridge, near Pensacola, other than that contained in the enclosed extract of a letter
addressed to you on the 3d July, 1829.
I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your most obedient servant,
. JNO. RODGERS.
Hon. Jorx Braxca, Secrefary of the Novy.

Treasvry Derarruest, Fourth Audifor’s Office, December 20, 1830.

Siz: In compliance with the request contained in your letter of the 18th instant, enclosing a copy of
a resolution of the House of Representatives, passed the 16th instant, calling for information in relation
to the purchase of live oak lands in Florida, I have the honor to transmit you herewith a copy of the
account of Joseph M. White, Esq., for 3,650 arpents of land in Florida, sold to the United States by him as
the proprietor, or as the attorney for others, amounting to $10,261.11, sanctioned by the late Secretary of
the Navy. I also transmit you a statement when and to whom payment was made for said purchase.

I return to you the original letter of Henry M. Breckenridge, Esq., with its enclosure, addressed to
you under date the 18th April, 1829, on the subject of the live oak trees then growing on a part of the
said land, which letter was referred to this office with his accounts.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,
AMOS KENDALL,

Hon. Joax Braxcr, Secrefary of the Navy.

New Yorg, December 23, 1830.

Sir: I perceive by the late proceedings in Congress that the Secretary of the Navy is called upon for
information in regard to the subject of the purchases of live oak lands in Florida, and other matters con-
nected therewith.

Having been appointed an agent for the examination and survey of the lands of West Florida, in
company with Charles Haire, and in the course of our explorations having examined very critically the
lands purchased by Mr. Southard, and reported thereupon to your Department, I take the liberty, with great
respect, to refer you to our report on this subject, on file in your office. It is that numbered 3, and of the
date of the 24th October, 1828, and forwarded from the Choctawhatchee Bay, W. Florida. A reference
to this report will exhibit to you the information sought for; and the accompanying documents will fur-
nish in detail the quantity of live oak land (only about ten acres around the residence of Judge Brecken-
ridge, the residue being pine barren, and of no value,) embraced within the three tracts purchased by
government; and the schedule No. 2 gives the acfual quantity of all the timber growing on the land at the
time of the purchase; which latter information is particularly called for by the amendment to the original
resolution of Mr. White, offered by the Hon. Mr. Speight of North Carolina; a copy of which documents
1 have the honor to request may be communicated to Congress.

I take the liberty, very respectfully, to enclose you an extract from the report above referred to,
which will show you the opinion of the agents in regard to this purchase, strengthened by the historical
account of the land given by Mr, Williams. .

On the subject of the live oak lands generally, and the means heretofore adopted for the preservation
of the timber growing thereon proving insufficient, together with my ideas at full length on the subject
of this purchase, and the modes proposed for the rearing of a nursery, I beg leave most respectfully to
refer you to the communication which I had the honor to address you on the 16th July, 1829, and which
I had the honor to leave in the hands of his Excellency the President of the United States in your absence
from the seat of government.

I have the honor to be, with the grea’est respect, sir, your obedient servant,
THOS. F. CORNELL,
Late Agent for the Examination and Survey of West Floride Lands.

The Hon. Jorx Braxch, Secretary of the Navy.

Hovuse oF Represexrarives, Committee on Naval Affuirs, February 1, 1831,

Sir: The House have referred to the committee your answer to their resolution respecting live oak,
and the committee are desirous to act on the whole subject. To enable them to do this, they would res-
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pectfully ask all such information as it may be in the power of the Department to give on the following
oints: )

P 1. The location of the land reserved and purchased in the neighborhood of Pensacola, with a view of

the propagation of live oak. A map designating the lots and claims appears to be the only mode of

exhibiting these locations.

2. The money paid for the land and expended on and about it to propagate live oak, giving the years
in which the respective moneys are paid.

3. The quantity of live oak reported to the Department by its agents, with a brief statement of the
nature and character of these reports.

4. Any other information touching the quantity of live oak growing on lands in the United States,
its increase and diminution, and all information calculated to aid in forming an opinion whether a supply
can probably be had from the natural growth, or should be secured by artificial propagation.

On the map to be furnished, the committee desire that the tracts purchased at Pensacola may be
designated as nearly as may be, as well as the claims to locafe there, yet unsatisfied.

With esteem and respect, yours, &ec.,
MICHAEL HOFFMAN.
Hon. Jox Braxcs, Secretary of the Novy.

s Navy Deparmaext, February T, 1831.

Sir: In compliance with the request contained in your letter of the st instant, relative to the live
oak lands in Florida, I have the honor to enclose sundry papers.

From the vagueness of the boundaries expressed in the title papers, I must observe, that sufficient
data do not exist In the Department by which a map may be delineated, exhibiting the information called
for by your letter; but the president of the Naval Board, who has a personal knowledge of the lands in
question, has promised to wait upon the committee, and it is hoped he will be able to furnish much infor-
mation on the subject.

The paper marked A is & table of the moneys “paid for the lands, and expended on or about them,
to propagate the live oak; giving the years in which the respective moneys were paid.”

Paper marked B is a copy of a letter from the Commissioner of the General Land Office,”enclosing a
copy of a letter to the land officers in Tallahassee, dated 23d October last, exhibiting the tracts in that
section of the country which have been reserved from sale by the President of the United States, on the
suggestion of the Navy Department. The enclosure referred to is herewith transmitted, marked C.

Various examinations have, from time to time, been made under the direction of this Department, to
ascertain the quantity of live ouk growing in the United States near navigable waters. Considerable
portions of the maritime frontier of South Oarolina, Georgia, East and West Florida, and Louisiana, have
been explored for this purpose. ‘Agents are now, and have been for years past, steadily engaged in
making surveys, and extensive reservations of public land, abounding in this valuable timber, have been
exempted from sale by the President of the United States, on the recommendation of this Department, and
in pursuance of the laws passed on the subject in the years 1817 and 1827. Paper marked D shows the
reservations in Louisiana, and the paper marked C those in West Florida. Schedule marked E exhibits
the quauntity of live oak timber in that part of West Florida hitherto examined by the United States
agents.

g Documents marked F and G are copies of letters from the Hon. E. D. White, now a member of Con-
gress from the State of Louisiana, and Edward Chandler, Esq., United States attorney for the district of
South Florida, containing very interesting information on the subject of live oak. The quantity of that
timber reported to this Department by the United States agents amounts to 2,214,855 cubic feet, as will
appear by reference to papers marked E and H, the latter of which shows the general and special locali-
ties, and probable quantities of live oak timber suitable for naval purposes, (as far as has been ascer-
tained,) on the Atlantic coast of the United States. It is to be observed, however, that a comparatively
small portion of the public lands has been critically examined. The reports of the agents, as far as they
go, seem to have been founded on accurate examinations, and may be considered as probably correct.

In the report made to the President of the United States at the commencement of the present session
of Congress, an opinion is expressed, in reference to the planting of live oak acorns, that it is unneces-
sary, for the present, to engage in the artificial propagation of the live oak. Some reasons for this opin-
ion are assigned in the preceding paragraph. In addition to which, it may be stated, from sources enti-
tled to entire confidence, that plants of young live oak spring up in great abundance wherever this tim-
ber, at any former period, has attained maturity and been cut down.

Mr. Breckenridge, in his communications to the Department, states that, on the small piece of land
to which his culture has been confined, many thousands of voung trees have been wholly or partially
pruned, &c., and that more than seventy thousand may, in a short time, be brought into the same state of
cultivation Commodore Rodgers, in his report on the subject of the timber on the lands purchased by
the government, states that, although there are few grown trees on these lands, the young live oak has
sprung up in great abundance, and appears to flourish in great luxuriance; and, indeed, from every quar-
ter whence information has been obtained on the subject, it seems that this plant is produced in lavish
prodigality by the band of nature wherever the tree has once existed and been removed. Such being the
facts of the case, where can be the danger of the extermination of this timber, or where the necessity for
planting the acorns or transplauting the scions?

The preservation of the forests of young live oak, in common with other trees of larger growth, has
been recommended to Congress as an object to be ‘* prosecuted with an active and undeviating purpose;”’
and to this object the Department feels itself bound to devote the most unremitting attention. Itis deemed
proper to add; that whenever the national legislature shall determine to engage in the erection of estab-
lishments for the propagation and culture of plantations of timber for the use of the navy, it is presumed
it will speak its determination in Janguage which will be explicit, and not leave its intention to be inferred
by implication.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, JNO. BRANCH.

Hon. Micraer Hormaw, Chuirman of Novel Committes, House of Representatives.
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A.
Table showing the amount of moneys paid for lands and culiivation of live oak, de.
1827. 1828. 1829. 1830. Aggregate.
Purchase of 2 plantation in East Florida for the culture of live
00K ¢evesencnssacnsvasccnacsseecnsrsasssvsoncnsascasosse|oncoanee seeel S10,261 11 ficeivseeecrecforcanaaeaass] $10,261 11
Expenditures in preparing and cultivating the plantation, and
By T 0 O T T $5,081 64 | $4,333 38 - 9,465 02
Salaries of the agents for examining and surveying the live oak
lands in Louisiana, Florida, &c., including their per diem
allowance and traveling eXpenses soeeeecesessacconcncases $2,147 63 4,952 14 7,110 52 433 98 14,644 27
Salary of the agent in protecting the live oak on the public lands
in LoUiSIADG e v veeserrnvnerneceserantsiiscancassosssencliocesnnnnns 300 00 425 00 feeeeneennens 725 00
92,147 63 | 915,513 25 | $12,617 16 | S4,817 36 | $35,005 40
. B

Gexerar Lano OrrFice, February 4, 1831,

Sir: In reply to the inquiries contained in your letter of the 21st ultimo, enclosing a letter from
Mr. Breckenridge in relation to purchases of certain pre-emption rights to lands on Santa Rosa Sound,
between Deer Point and Williams’ creek, in Florida, I have to state that it is not known to this office
whether or not the parties named in Mr. Breckenridge’s letter are entitled to pre-emption rights, as they
have not been reported by the register and receiver of the land office at Tallahassee as having made
their payments for any lands claimed as pre-emption rights, and the evidence of payment for a pre-emp-
tion right being the only evidence of such right that appears before this office.

In reply to the inquiry whether the lands on Sania Rosa Sound, between Deer Point and Williams’
creel, have been offered for sale, I have to inform you that the only means of identifying Williams' creek
on the maps of this office, as it is not named therein, are found in Mr. Breckenridge’s letter, wherein he
states that from Deer Point to Williams’ creek is a distance of ‘‘fifteen miles”” This distance would
embrace the fractional township three, south of range 29 west, and fractional township two, south of range
28 west, and include about the one-half of fractional township two, south of range 27 west; of those three
fractional townships, number two, south of range 27 west, is the only one which has been proclaimed for
sale.

. Inreply to the inquiry as to what part, if any, of these lands have been reserved from sale, I beg
leave to refer you to the copy of the letter to the land officers at Tallahassee, dated 23d October last,
exhibiting the tracts which have been reserved by direction of the President of the United States on the
suggestion of the Navy Depariment.

In reference to the inquiry as to the general quality of the lands, I have to remark that the following
general character of them is ascertained from the descriptive notes, viz: second and third rate land, tim-
ber oak, hickory, magnolia, and beech, some live oak, some parts swamp land.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ELIJAH HAYIARD.

Hon. Jorx Braxcn, Secretory of the Navy.

C.

GeNERAL Laxp Orrice, October 23, 1830.

GexrLeMEN: Agreeably to the instructions from the President of the United States, you are hereby
requested to reserve from sale the following lots of land, situate in fractional townships number three of
range number 29 south and west, and north of, Sta. Rosa Sound:

In section number 4, lot number 1, containing 137 %% acres.

In section number 4, lot number 2, containing 80 acres.

In section number 4, lot number 3, containing 80 acres.

In section number 4, lot number 4, containing 80 acres.

Fraction number 1, on the bay, 102 acres.

Fraction number 2, on the bay, 159 acres.

Traction number 1, on the sound, 4% acres.

Fraction number 2, on the sound, 11250 acres.

Fraction number 3, on the sound, 100 acres.

The reservation of the foregoing lands being made in consequence of their containing timber valuable
for naval purposes.

You are requested to report to this office on receipt hereof.

TWith great respect, your obedient servant, ELIJAH HAYWARD.

To the Recister and Receiver, Tullahassee, Florida.

YoL, 11I——120 L.
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D.

Schedule of lands reserved in Louisiana.

NAVY COMMISSIONERS’ ISLANDS.

The Navy Commissioners’ Islands, sitnated in Lake Chetimaches, are the property of the United
States, supposed to contain 900 or 1,000 acres; 800 acres are estimated to produce three good live oak
trees, from three to five feet in diameter, per acre, may be more; they are easy of access, and the timber
may either be transported by Reed’s creek, down the Teche and Atchafalaya, to the Gulf of Mexico, by
Point au Fer, where vessels must lay at a distance of twelve miles off, in the open sea, to receive it, or,
by clearing the rafts on Bayou Sorel, open a comnmunication to the Mississippi, which can be dune by 20
men in a week, with ease, and which is undoubtedly the best route.

CYPRESS ISLAND,

Cypress Island, and the group of six islands contiguous to it, with the exception of islands three and
four, which is a continued forest of cypress, contains a large quantity of fine live oak, fit to cut, from three
to eight, and some trees nine feet in diameter, besides a growth of fine young timber of different dimen-
sions. This group may contain near 18,000 acres, and 14,000 of which produce live oak; and, if we cal-
culate that they produce between two and three trees per acre only, in order to prevent the possibility of
disappointing the expectations of government, we may, with propriety, assert they contain 85,000 live
oaks trees fit for every naval purpose. Those islands are easy of access, have a sufficient draught of
water in their bayous or watercourses, and present an exeellent situation for a yard to mould the timber at
before it is transported to the different naval depots, where it may be required for immediate use. The
transportation of timber from this group of islands must be effected by the same route and conveyance as
the timber from the Navy Commissioners’, already described. .

F.

‘Wasmixerox Crry, December 24, 1830.

Sr: Having had occasion, during the summer, to go on to a part of the sea coast of Louisiana, west
of the Mississippi, where the live oak grows, I do myself the pleasure, in compliance with a suggestion
from you, to state the result of my limited observation and inadequate information, as to the condition of
that valuable timber in that region.

From the mouth of the Mississippi to La Fourche, I have not traveled; but, from conversations with
persons who have, T am induced to believe that some of the finest oak forests there, such as the Chenine
Cominada, Grande Terre, &c., have been very much thinned or destroyed, either by contractors for ship
timber or by cultivators of the soil, though still, on several of the bayous or streams emptying into the
gulf, in that region, which is called Barrataria, there yet remains a good deal of oak, partly on lands of
individuals, partly on lands belonging to the government. On the bayou or river La Fourche, which I
have descended to its mouth, the quantity of the live oak is not so great as to be deemed an object of
primary importance.

About seventy miles west from La Fourche, the Grand Caillon flows into the gulf. This stream is
accessible to sea vessels, having eight or ten feet water at the bar. The coast, in its whole extent, is
begirt by a sea marsh ten or twelve miles wide. As you ascend the Grand Caillon from the sea, you soon
find it skirted on each side by a narrow strip of land, composed partly of shells, and elevated above the
adjacent marsh. Here the live oak makes its appearance; at first stunted and sparse, they soon get to
be numerous and majestic in size, forming a beautiful ever-verdant fringe along both margins of the
stream, and stretching their strong and crooked arms over the water. Ascending still, you traverse six
or eight miles of country presenting no remarkable feature, save the continuous growth of live oak along
the shores, with extensive prairies beyond, over which the flood tide flows. Here the land is, beyond
doubt, vacant. The terra firma is too narrow (not, perhaps, averaging an acre in width) to have offered
an inducement to the speculator, or the settler, during the Spanish government or since.

As you progress still further up the marginal strip of high land or wooded coast, you find a width of
three, four or six acres, increasing as you advance inland. All along here live oak of the grandest size
continues to abound, though here individual locations commence, and in some places those primeval lords
of the forest have fallen beneath the stroke of the axe.

In the same vicinity are several other bayous or streamlets, such as the Little Caillon, the Terreborne,
&c., which, arising in the interior, find their way to the sea, some to the east, and some to the west of
the Grand Caillon. These, I have been credibly informed, are similar in their characteristics to the Grand
Caillon, viz: that, for many miles before they disembogue, they run through narrow strips of land covered
with live oak of the largest growth.

The region of which I have spoken is between the La Fourche and the Atchafalaya, or Berwick’s Bay.
Beyond this, and westward 1o the confines of Texas, reports of travelers and the indications on maps
create a belief of the existence along the coast of several extensive groves of the timber in question.

These hints, which can have no pretension to accuracy of description, are but designed to impart
some faint notion of that part of the country, as connected with the subject.

I have the honor to be, &ec., E. D. WHITE.

Hon. J. Braxcr, Secrefary of the Navy.

G.
Districr or Soura Frorma.

Sir: From observations which I have myself made, and from the representations of others, I have
to represent, for the information of your Department, that there is in this district, and particularly in the
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country immediately (say twenty miles) beyond Cape Florida, a great quantity of live oak. I considered
it my duty, sir, to state this fact. All proper measures are respectfully submitted to the wisdom of the
Department.
With high respect, sir, your most obedient servant,
EDWARD CHANDLER, U. S. dttorney.
Hon. Jonx Braxcr, Secrefory of the Navy, Washington.

House or REPRESENTATIVES, February 24, 1831.

Sizr: I ask leave to lay before your committee an original letter from William Darby, author of the
map and sketches of Louisiana, containing interesting information as to the quantity of live oak on the
coast between the Sabine and Mississippi, marked A. I also lay before them another letter of William
D. Acken, relating to the quantity of the same timber on the southern Atlantic coast, and on the north
side of the Gulf of Mexico. These letters contain facts of importance to the public, and may be neces-
sary to the future legislation of Congress: the last letter is marked B.

I also enclose an original letter, marked C, containing the estimate of a ship carpenter and navy
agent for many years, of the value of live oak reported by Commodore Rodgers to be on the lands pur-
chased by the United States near the Navy yard at Pensacola.

As an act of justice to the individuals who-sold the lands to the United States, and as one person
has made an unfavorable representation of its value, I ask that the letter of Commodore YWarrington,
stating his opinion, and that of Commodore Bainbridge, both of whom are well acquainted with the situa-
tion, qualities, and value of the land, may be submitted to and considered by the committee, and that of
Commodore Ridgely, on the same paper, marked D.

I take leave also to refer to the letter of William M. M’Carty, now a senator of Virginia, on the same
subject, marked E, and a letter from Robert C. Brent, late of the United States army, on the same sub-
ject, marked F. I purposely forbear all remark on this subject, and cannot doubt that, as I know the
committee have no other object than to present a correct view of the subject, they will see the evident
propriety of adding these documents 1o the report. The originals of the copies now enclosed will be
delivered to the ronorable chairman.

I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant,
J. M. WHITE, Delegate for Florida.

Hon. Micraer Horrvax, Chairman of the Noval Committee.

A.

Saxoy Serive, Montgomery County, Md., December 29, 1380.

Sir: Though I have not the honor to be personally known to you, T have been induced, by some cir-
cumstances in which you are officially concerned, to trouble you with the enclosed, the purport of which
will, T hope, plead excuse for the liberty I have taken.

In the National Intelligencer of the 14th instant, I read the report of the Secretary of the Navy,
but was subsequently, and in a particular manner, recalled to that document, by reading in the same
journal of the 18th your observations on the part of the navy report relating to the live oak timber.
Turning to the paragraph beginning thus, “ When 4t is considered that this timber is the natural product of
the coost of the United States, from the St Mary's to the Subine,’’ &c., I must confess the rereading
excited increased astonishment.

Personal interest in this case I have none, direct or indirect; nor have I the wish to intrude into con-
cerns extra to my own affairs, except in extraordinary instances, among which, in my humble opinion,
this is one, where a citizen of the United States has a right, if it is not his duty, to give voluntary
evidence.

In October, 1812, accompanied by three hired men, I undertook, at my own risk and expense, a sur-
vey of the southwestern boundary of the United States, in order to complete my map of Louisiana.
Before leaving St. Landré, in Opelousas, on this survey, I had visited the Mississippi as low as New
Orleans, and the banks of Atchafalaya, Teche, Vermillion, and those of Mermentau, as low down as the
head of its great lake; and on all of which found live oak, towards the interior admixed with other
timber trees, and contiguous to the gulf in detached clumps.

Of the existence of live oak on the Calcasiu and Sabine, I had received conflicting accounts; some
asserting its growth on these rivers, whilst others denied the fact. I bad never actually visited the
mouth of Mermentau, but all who bhad done so agreed that on that river, below and contiguous to the
great lake, live oak abounded: above the lake I knew its existence from personal observation.

Thus instructed, I left St. Landré by way of Natchitoches, rcached the Sabine where that river is
intersected Ly N. latitude 32 deg. With the aid of a common chopping axe and fire we constructed a
canoe, in which we descenced the Sabine to an Indian village, where I left my canoe and purchased a
piroque. In the latter we navigated down the Sabine to its mouth; along the coast of the Gulf of Mexico
from the mouth of the Sabine to that of the Calcasiu, and up the latter and lakes to the lowest settlement
then on its banks.

For subsistence we depended solely on a rifle and fishing tackle. On the Sabine, the great interior
forest ceases upwards of forty miles above the mouth. Scattering lines and clumps of trees are seen a
few miles lower down, but with the head of the Great Sabine lake, and the influx of Natches river, all
timber ceases, and from thence to the coast, about thirty miles, is one vast plain of grass, but little
elevated above the level of the Gulf of Mexico. The natural features of the Calcasiu are, in a very
remarkable manner, similar to those on the Sabine, except that the Great lake, and the distance from the
coast to the forest is more extensive on the former.

We arrived on the Lower Sabine in the latter part of December, and already the deciduous trees
were denuded of their leaves, leaving the pines, cypress, and live oak, conspicuous objects where they
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presented themselves. Of the live oak, not one stem was seen by either of the party, and it was sought
for with eager eyes. The weather, though in so low a latitude, was cold distressingly; it was clear,
windy, and frosty. Our situation became so very unpleasant, and even dangerous, for want of food, that
I formed the intention to pass the Calcasiu and enter the Mermentay, in order to reach settlements where
I was acquainted with the people; but we were deceived by an opening in the coast, about thirty miles
east of the mouth of the Sabine, which we mistook for the mouth of Calcasiu, and when we did actually
reach the outlet of that river, we entered, thinking ourselves in the Mermentau.

The coast we found a sand and shell bar, as smooth, and almost as direct and unbroken as an arti-
ficial gravel walk. Where the rivers enter, their mouths are narrow and shallow. * The coast is strewed
with debris, discharged from the Mississippi, and by the currents borne weslward and thrown on the
shores. DBut from the head of the great lake of Sabine to the same part of that of CGalcasin, no tree of
any description grows which is visible from the shores and coast, except a dwarf species of pseud
acecio, or honey locust, and that in very small and detached clumps. Between the great interior forests
and the coast, we suffered intensely from the total absence of wood for fuel; and when we finally
reached the forests on Calcasiu, we found nof one stem of live oak. The absence of this tree first excited
extreme surprise, and it was still our opinion we were in Mermentau; but when arrived above the lake,
I found my mistake, by not finding a country I had visited before, and from meeting no human habita-
tion; but still farther, from the non-appearance of either live oak or that species of chamaerops, called
in Louisiana palmetto, both of which I knew existed on Mermentau.

I have mentioned the foregoing circumstances, with a view to show the means and the urgent
motives which would have drawn our attention to a single live oak tree, had such risen from the melan-
choly waste; there is, therefore, to my knowledge, nonc of that timber in the United States westward
from the Mermentau. The highest point west of the Mississippi river, where it grows a forest tree, is at
the head of the great prairie of Attacapas, between the Teche and Vermillion; and what is peculiarly
striking, it there, below the influx of the Fusilier into the Teche, rises to the size of a considerable sized
forest tree, whilst above that creek at the distance of half a mile, where the woods are exposed to a north-
west wind, it is unknown. Again, at three or four miles westward from the same point, where the winds
from the great Opelousas plains have free access, there is no more live oak. A line drawn from the
juncture of the Fusilier and Teche, to that of the Plaquemine Brulée and Bayou Cane, and thence with
the woods of Mermentau, would include to the eastward all or nearly all the live oak trees which exist
in that region; and I am induced to believe further, that such a line would also include to the eastward
all the space on which that tree would vegetate if planted. On the waters of Mermentau, as far as I
have examined them, the live oaks are of small growth.

‘With more or less of detail, I have visited all the other rivers of Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama,
from Mermentau to Mobile Bay. Below north latitude 303°, generally, live oak is found on the streams;
the tree itself increasing in size as you advance southward towards the gulf. But, in fact, timber of any
kind near the gulf shore, westward from the Rigolets or mouth of Pearl river is rare; and long intervals,
such as I have noticed, exist, where not a bush breaks the monotony of the dreary landscape. Eastwardof
the Rigolets, the pine forests reach the coast, and live oak is rare and of small size. From Mobile
Bay, eastward, I know the country only by report.

It may be deemed a bold assertion, but it is one I am safe in making, that all the live oak standing
on that part of the United States, westward from Mobile Bay, would not cover five square miles with the
ordinary density of a forest. Such a space, allowing 1,000 square feet to each tree, would admit
189,3'72—a number beyond that of not only the live oaks, but of every iree, great and small, near the
coast of Louisiana. In reality, if I were to erase five and set down two, I would probably be much
nearer the truth.

It is a tree, also, which contrary to common opinion, demands a dry, rich soil; and even when found
apparently in marshes, the spots occupied by this timber are solid land. In most places in Louisiana
where I have seen it growing, the soil was extremely fertile, and, of consequence, the tree in rapid pro-
gress of destruction from clearing the land.

With an apology for the length of this sheet, I beg leave to remit it to your hands. You can make
such use of its contents, as in your opinion they deserve. As to their accuracy, I would very gladly
have the United States bound to remunerate me for the survey of the Sabine, conditioned on the correct-
ness of the enclosed statement being confirmed on resurvey by their own engineers, and forfeit all claim
to veracity if it was not.

‘With sentiments of esteem, I am, sir, very respectfully, WILLIAM DARBY.

B.

WasHiNerox, January 12, 1831,

Sir: The late report of the Secretary of the Navy on the growth and artificial culture of the live oak
is so extraordinary, that I have deemed it my duty to address to you a few remarks, as one who under-
stands and takes a deep interest in a subject so important to the nation. It will be proper to premise that,
in the year 1816, I received from the Board of Navy Commissioners the appointment of superintendent
for cutting and moulding live oak timber in East Florida, where I remained until March, 1822. In the
course of this time, it became necessary for me to examine the timber, not only in that Territory, but in
the southern parts of Georgia. In 1825, I was appointed to examine the live oak timber in that quarter
of the country, and commenced my examination at Winyaw Bay, near Georgetown, South Carolina, and
proceeded in the islands and other places where it was supposed there was a sufficient quantity to justify
the expense of having it cut, and closed my examination on St. John’s river, in East Florida. In 1826, I
was again employed to proceed to Mobile, in Alabama, to superintend the cutting of timber, moulding, &c.,
on a contract, which rendered it necessary for me to ascertain, as accurately as possible, the quantity of tim-
ber in that quarter, along the Gulf of Mexico. I was again appointed, in 1828, agent for the preservation of
live oak timber in Florida, where I continued till June, 1829. TFrom my experience, therefore, and per-
sonal observation, I have no hesitation in saying that your remark, made recently in the House of Repre-
sentatives, on this subject, is entirely correct, viz: ‘““‘that the live oak is sparsely scattered at most
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remote distances, and in small bodies. If artificial culture be not resorted to, and the fires, which are
common and destructive, kept out of the reservations, there will not be enough in fifty years to build a West
India squadron.”

On my arrival in Florida, in 1816, T was not a little astonished to find the timber in all the largest
and best hammocks destroyed by what is called deadening for cultivation; because it is well known that
this tree only flourishes in the richest soil, and the land where it is found is therefore preferred, and
cleared for agricultural purposes. So little was this timber estimated, at the period of my first arrival,
by the inhabitants, that it was purchased by the contractor at ten dollars per thousand cubic feet, when
cut to moulds. In my report, made in 1825, I stated that the supposed quantity of timber which could be
obtained for naval purposcs from Winyaw Bay to Amelia Island, was aboat seventy-five thousand cubic
feet; and this, I have since learnt, has been almost éntirely cut. At present there are no bodies of live
oak timber remaining between the St. Mary’s and the Mosquito river. On the south of this, on the
eastern coast, it is not, I am informed, in sufficient quantity, or of sufficient size to merit attention. On
the river Perdido, there were in 1827 a few scattering hammocks, where live oak was interspersed with
other growth of timber, belonging to a private gentleman, which I examined but did not cut; and
between this and the Mississippi there is no hammock that has escaped my observation, or that is worth
notice. Onaridge of land between Lake Borgne and the Mississippi there is some timber, but totally unfit
for naval purposes. In the neighborhood of the Grand Barrataria there was, as per report of an efficient
person employed to examine the same, supposed to be timber enough for the construction of one or two
sloops-of-war and a frigate; but this has since been nearly all cut by the Messrs. Lockwoods. In 1828,
while acting as agent in Bast Florida, I was again enabled to make additional observations, and found
there was very little timber fit for naval purposes, and that little grew on land to which the title was
doubtful. This, sir, is the result of personal observation made at various times and with great accuracy,
and from which it will be seen that the region of country, referred to by the Secretary of the Navy as
abounding with live oak, is now almost wholly stripped of that valuable timber; and I hesitate not to
say, if artificial culture be not resorted to, it is manifest there will not be timber enough in a few years
to construct the smallest vessels-of-war; and our navy must consequently dwindle, and our ships lose
their reputation for durability which they now enjoy. In conclusion, I would make one remark on the
singular course pursued by the Navy Department in relation to this subject. The office of agent for the
preservation of live oak has, I understand, been abolished, and a marine force substituted in its place.
The absurdity of this arrangement must be obvious at the first glance.

How is this force, from the nature of the country where this timber grows, to protect it, or to dis-
cover that already cut on public or disputed land? One fitted to perform this duty efficiently should be
acquainted with the country, and, as far as possibl , the grants of land. He should be constantly on the
alert, and should visit in person the spot on which they are cufting, to determine whether the land be
public, or of a doubtful title, &c., for it is impossible to seize the timber unless he can prove that it is the
growth of lands belonging to the United States; and to do this he must see the very stump from which
it was taken. A marine force would therefore be wholly incompetent to perform this duty; for though
they may traverse the coast and penetrate the principal rivers, they cannot be expected to be prepared
with horses at the different landing places, or to travel on foot from five to fifty miles in the interior; and
without doing this they could not possibly detect trespassers on the ground, or purloiners of timber, for
no one is willing to become an informer. Fifty vessels laden with live oak or other timber, obtained from
the public lands in the Floridas, might sail, and laugh to scorn this marine force, who could not detain
them for the want of sufficient proof; and this proof they have been unable to procure. I assure
you, sir, that this is the worst plan that could have been conceived, and will, if continued, lead to the
destruction of all that remains of that valuable material, so essential to the construction of our armed
vessels.

I regret to say that if this tree be not cultivated in those lands so well adapted by nature for its
production, it will very soon disappear from the face of our couniry; and the consequence of such a state
of things in a nation like this may be easily anticipated.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. D. ACKEN.

To the Hon. J. M. Waure, Delegate from IFlorida.

-

C.

‘WasHINGTON, January 14, 1831.

Sir: In answer to yours of the 11th inst., inquiring of me “what would be the supposed quantity
and value of 173 or 117 good live oak trees of ordinary size, including cutting, hauling not exceeding
one-quarter of a mile, and transporting by water four miles,” I must remark (not baving seen the frees
alluded to) that it will be necessary for me to give a description of some of the largest trees I have seen
in the course of my different appointments and engagements in the live oak business, that I judged fit
for use; but as such have been few in number, I only offer them to show to what size that description of
timber grows, and not for the purpose of forming a medinm. From some of those above alluded to, at
least four hundred cubic feet might be obtained, if cut promiscuously, that is, sided as large as they would
hold ten feet from the butt, and so on at proper lengths, taking in all the branches on top that would side
seven inches, and rough squared the moulding way. Some trees I have girted and found them to
measure from twenty-four to thirty feet in circumference four to five feet above the ground. As you did
not ask, (nor is it my intention to enter into a particular description of this timber,) I think a tree
worked in the above way, fo produce less than twenty feet, would be of the smallest size your question
would permit me to offer, and the mean at eighty feet. From the scarcity of that valuable timber at this
time, $1.121, T think, would be a fair price when delivered, and would amount to ninety dollars a tree;
(however, [ am not aware that the government has ever paid more than one dollar per cubic foot for
promiscuous timber;) and should consider the following to be a fair price for labor, &c., if the trees be at
no immoderate distance apart, the ground favorable for hauling, moderate bluffs, with sufficient water for
boats or vessels of easy draught, suitable to lay alongside, to land, depart, etc., and not so exposed as to
cause great risk, viz:
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First. 178 trees, to average 80 feet, will make 13,840 cubic feet, at $1.12% per foot........ .. 815,570
Cutting timber and clearing roads, at 12 cents.....covveuieeaenaiiiiienaa .. $1,730 00
Hauling, not to exceed one-fourth mile, at 8% cents......cocovveni oL, 484 40
Transportation by water four miles, at 4 cents......... N 553 60

2,768

$12,802

Second. 117 trees, to average 80 feet, will make 9,860 cubic feet, at $1.12} .....covvan..n.. $10,530

Cutting timber and clearing roads, at 12} cents......evvvievnneiiinnaai .. $1,170 00 .

Transportation by water four miles, at 4 cents........cooieeviiiiiiiaiiiilL, 374 40
Hauling, not to exceed one-fourth mile, at 3f cents .....coviieneiiiaiiieaiaa., 327 60

. 1,812

88,658

I have the honor to be, very respectfﬁlly, your obedient servant,
WM. D. ACKEN.
Hon. Joseer M. Waitg, Delegate from Florida.

D.

PriLavereris, Joauary 29, 1831.

Dear Sir: Your letter of the 14th has been received, and I must ask your forbearance for the delay
in answering it. I have, as you desired, shown it to Commodore Bainbridge, and am authorized by
him to say that he considers the price mentioned (say from $2 to $2.50) as a fair one for the land sold
by Judge Breckenridge, considering its situation, improvements, and growth of timber.

In this opinion I concur. We are busily engaged in the trial of Commodore Creighton, and expect
to be employed in it for the next ten or twelve days.

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, L. WARRINGTON.

The Hon. Joserr M. Wame, House of Representatives of the U. S.

E.

‘Wasmixerox Crry, July 1, 1829.
Dear Sir: As some unfavorable representations have been made respecting the lands at Deer Point
which have been sold to the government for the purpose of cultivating the live oak, you will confer a
favor on me by answering the following queries:
1. Does the point appear to abound in live oak of a young, thrifty growth? and isit, in your opinion,
worthy the attention of the government?
2. Does it appear adapted to the purpose proposed, of forming a live oak plantation, principally by
nursing the natural growth, as well as transplanting?
8. Is it, in your opinion, an extravagant purchase on the part of the government, at two dollars an
acre, for the purpose of preserving the live oak?
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, - H. M. BRECKENRIDGE.
W, M. M’ Carry, Esq.

WasHiNgTON, July 2, 1829.
Dear Sir: As far as my information extends, it will give me pleasure to reply to your inquiries
relative to the live oak on Deer Point. In November last, [ was on a tract of land sold in part by your-
self to the government, but I did not examine it accurately. The hammocks of live oak appeared, how-
ever, to be extensive, and the growth thrifty; and the soil is, no doubt, adapted to the production of this
particular timber, which might be transplanted to advantage. The preservation and encouragement of
this growth at a point so convenient to the navy yard on that coast, is doubtless an object well worthy
the attention of the government; and the price of two dollars per acre, at which you informed me it was

obtained, is certainly not above its value.
Very respectfully, yours, WM. M. M’CARTY.

Hon. H. M. BRECRENRIDGE.

F

Wasniverox, Jonuary 14, 1831.

Sir: In answer fo your note inquiring my opinion of the price of the land between Sta. Rosa Sound
and Pensacola Bay, formerly owned by Judge Breckenridge and yourself, near Pensacola, I have no hesi-
tation in expressing my opinion that it is worth from three to five dollars an acre.

I am your most obedient servant, R. C. BRENT.
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STATEMENT OF THE PAY, RATIONS, AND ALLOWANCES OF THE OFFICERS OF THE
MARINE CORPS IN 1831.

COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 1, 1831.

Navy Deparmyext, February 5, 1831.
Sir: T have the bonor, in compliance with the request contained in your letter >f the 25th ultimo, to
enclose a report and statement from the Fourth Auditor of the Treasury, upon the subject of the allow-
ances and pay of the officers of the marine corps.
1 am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, JNO. BRANCH.

The Hon. MicracL Horryax, Chairman Committee on Nuval Affeirs, H. R.

TreAsURY DEPARTMENT, Fourth Auditor’s Office, February 8, 1831.

Sir: In compliance with the request made in your letter of the 26th ult., enclosing a letter from the
chairman of the Naval Committee in the House of Representatives, I have the honor to transmit, here-
with, a “tablle of the pay, rations, and allowances of each grade of the officers of the marine corps,
with and without the application of the resolution of Congress of the 29th May, 1830.”

In the difference between the amount received by each officer under the operation of the resolution,
and the amount which wounld be paid to him without its application, may be found the monthly and
annual amount received by each in virtue of its authority; and the several columns of the table will show
for what cause or service it is paid. DBut it is impossible to report what amount has actually been paid
to each officer or each grade, because the accounts of the paymaster for the third quarter of last year
have not yet been rendered, and neither those, nor the accounts of the quartermaster, have all been
settled.

From the Second Comptroller, I learn that the amount drawn from the Treasury in pursuance of the
resolution, and the subsequent appropriation, is $19,986.45. There is no room to doubt that it has been
faithfully applied.

For more minute information in relation to the main object of inquiry, I refer to my report, dated
May 28, 1829, printed as document 107, House of Representatives, last session of Congress; also, my
report, dated 28th May, 1830, printed in document No. 121, House of Representatives, particularly
table D.

The allowance as assistant quartermaster to brevet licutenant colonels at sea, was omitted in the
former table, never having been paid; but it is now inserted, because if any of that grade were orderved
to sea they would be considered as entitled to it.

The number of rations and servants allowed the adjutant and inspector, as exhibited in the table
now sent, is based upon a decision of the Secretary of the Navy in 1828, which was deemed to be legal-
ized by the resolution of Congress.

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, &ec., AMOS KENDALL.

Hon. Jorx Braxcr, Secrefary of the Navy.
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20 1800 |eevenfernvannens 13 875 L P B O N e I T I £ 1,452 00

20 2000 | 2 2968] 2 1400 | 2400 | 3| 2000 Liiiidiinnfoeeniens| 165 68| 1,002 16
20 1800 foeveforrraneend] 8 aary| 2426 | o] 106 873 - 1,279 50
20 20 00| 2 20081 2 | 1400 | 2400 [ 2| 1600|530 00 |$12 50 |o.......| 21018 | 2,526 16
20 1B00[oevenivnrnneen] 8 a3rhf 2000 Losloeeendiionnnnnonend 106 373 1,279 50
20 4800 2 2008 1} 876 | 2400 { 2{ 1600 ceenforiiannd] 186 43| 2,245 16
20 18 00 [eereee]ivnerennns| 13 876 | 16663 ...l el 83 412 1,004 00
20 1800 1 H8el 1 875 | 16 663 vveeeees] 08 253 1,182 08
20 3600 1 4eL| 1 875 | 16 662 coeeeen| 116 253 1,401 08

25 22 50 Jouvane cforeenend] 02580 75375
45 00 R R R P PR RT T ERTTRPRTTR PN FRE TR PO PO B £ 100 00 1,207 50
20 1800 [oveeifoviesnenn) 8 4873 86 Lot oo ] B 1280 35 50
20 2400 1 14 84 § 43y 8w feeseenn) 81963 9s6 58
20 4800 1 14 84 g 437 8 175 deevennes] 105 963 1,278 58
25 22 50 Jeseeorlereroncacelienenoas N P 52 50 633 75
25 80 00 fuveeeds corferndforeniendininfor e e 6000 725 00

25 60 00 feeres 15 00 105 00 | 1,270 00
20 12 00 [veceneforecninnns M 4373 875 50 12} 602 50

20 1800 1 14 84 § 4313 875 [deenn el 70 962l 853 68
25 15 00 forveniforeevensidfonnennievnieiiecinncdinn o S 000] 482 50
25 22 50 Jeerens|ernnenenndorerneidinennnnnn, Joeveed 4T 50| B35

25 45 00 feeeerifonrrenansafocnnnass 15 00 85 00 | 1,027 50
EETTRY] CYTTRT] FERTET) PRI PP R 15 00 |eeeevannss 180 00

Brevet licutenant colonel, commanding abSet svvvveeririverssearioreansranrenoessess] 60 10 25 75 00
Paymaster, o captain in the line—pay as a coptain, 840; cxtra pay as paymaster, $30..| 70
Paymastor, a captain in the line, (pay, &c., of major of infantry) veeeveveverereeenans] 50
Quartermaster, brevet captain—pay as a 1st licutenant, $30; oxtra pay as quar. mas. $30| 60
‘Quartermaster, brevet captain, (pay, &c., of deputy quartermaster genoral)eevesseess| 60
Adjutant and inspector, brevet oaptain—pay as a st licut., $30; extra pay as adjt. $30] 60
Adjutant and inspootor, brevet captain.iesscoiiiiiiiiiiiiii ittt iiiieiiiaieenneanns] 60
Captain, on shore, commanding a detachment attached to o post, or waiting orders.....| 40
Captain, on shoro, attached to a post or waiting orders «.vevevresrvernnnneerenst 40

sreens

Captain, on shore, commanding a detachment or Posbesseveeessarririvasnererraenens| 49
Captain, at sca, commanding a detachment on board ship «eerevrsrrecuniraenneinnnnnd| 40
Captain, ot sen, commanding, (if senior marine officer of a SqUAAION) ¢ evvvversvuver,.s| 40
Tirst licutenant, on shore, commanding or attached to a post, or waiting orders ceeeveed| 30
Tirst lioutenant, on shore, attached to & post or waiting orders vevvevuveesviseneesnans| 30
First lioutenant, on shore, commanding a post or dotachments vsescersreerereeraensned] 30
Yirst lioutenant, at sen, commanding a dotachment . vvvvveeiiiisieianersrensneennnes] 39
Tirst lioutonant, at sca, commanding a detachment +vvveeeiuvvnviineiiinaiineeaniand| 30
Tirst lioutenant, at gen, commanding, (if senior marine officor of o squadron) +veee.... 30
Socond lieutonant, on shere, attached to & post or waiting orders..veveueesuusereeneid] 95
Second licutenant, on shoro, nttached to & post or Waiting ordorsS csseeviecereseennans] 95
Second licutenant, at son, commanding or attached to a dotachment. . cveevevrsveerees| 25
Second licutonunt, at sca, commanding or attached to a detachment +evovsvevseeessnes| 25
Sccond licutenant, at soa, commanding, (if senior marine officer of squadron) v oo 25
Assistant quartermaster, on shore, in addition to his pay and emoluments in the line....

RS R Y P I

sessavesfenee

R B R XX FER TS FRT TR RN

sesssene].

PEETS CER TP PI

DR PR TR P

R E ] EEEEE TR TR PP

EERERRY FET TR [P IR

EERR) TET TR RIS I 2

TR RERTTRIFTS PR

S O RY O KD OO B O 00 RO 00O OO 00O 0O
b4
<

Csresancaels cseonsvelriessenns

N  EEE TR TR FER T PRI PRPRY PRI P

Rruarks,—The first rates of pay and allowances to cach grade of officers are thoso to which tho officers were entitled without the o

pplication of the resolution of Congress, passed May 29, 1830.
Iiouse rent is pnid only whore there are no public quarters for the officers. The commanding officer of o post,

and each officer of the staff, are allowed, per annum, 12 cords of wood, in kind, for their offico.
N AMOS KENDALL.
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Fourth Auditor’s Office, February 3, 1831. »
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