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information, appear perfectly proper that I should not alter the arrangements made by my (}Jredecessor, as to the
first lieutenant of the ship, nor interfere on the subject until much better mformed; that 1 could only place you there
by removing the then first lieutenant, who was your senior, for which I saw no good reason; that no order was ne-
cessary from the Department to join a vessel, to which you had been attached by it, and from which you were absent
by the leave of the commander; and that it was especially unnecessary to give any order, or for you to go out in
the United States to join the Franklin, as the time of her cruise had expired; and, from information received from
Commodore Stewart, it was altogether probable that he would leave Valparaiso before Commodore Hull arrived,
and the vessels wonld pass each other on their passage. This, so far as Irecollect, was the conversation that passed
between us at the time alluded to in your letter. i
am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,

SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD.
Lieut. Wx. A. Weaver, United States’ navy, New York.

o

No. 17.
Cavrnao, May 5, 1822,
My DEar Sm: . A .
For the last month I have been most anxiously awaiting the arrival of the Franklin at this port. In a letter
dated the 29th of March, which was intended to be transmitted to you in Valparaiso, and detained here in conse-
quence of having heard of the Constellation’s reaching that place, I mentioned a contract I could obtain for a supply
of Havana tobacco on the most advantageous terms; yet, at that date, I determined to await your approbation be-
fore I proceeded to close the affair. I have postponed the business so long as I could avoid coming to a conclusion,
in the Eope and earnest expectation of seeing you, (disappointed from day to day, and from week to week.) Ona refer-
ence to my permission to rejoin you, I find 1 am permitted to do so by the ¢ earliest opportunity which may suit my
convenience.” The opportunity you will be good enough to allow me to defer till I again refurn here, which I con-
tract to do in from seven to nine months. I would not stir from this, even with the immense expeetations before me,
if I did not think you would justify me by the latitude given in my permission, dated at New York. I have con-
tracted, and given bond in thirty thousand dollars, to supply the Government of Lima with two hundred thousand
pounds” of Havana tobacco, at one dollar and twenty-five cents the pound, and an equal quantity of Virginia at
twenty-five cents the pound, in the time I have specified above. The advantages of the confract are too apparent
o attempt to display them. If I succeed, one-half the advantages, which I retain to myself, will afford me an ample
fortune. 'This very advantageous contract I could have signed and sealed one month ago, yet did not, so long as I
could put it off, in the hope of seeing you. For my own funds I have taken bills on the owners of the America, at
par, so that I fortunately realize in New York all that I have made by my voyage here. The slop clothing, stores,
&e. after keeping on board the ship America to this date, for their better security, I am about to land and place in the
custody of Mr. Sarratea, the respectable merchant who did our business, and very much to our satisfaction. He has
agreed to pay over to Captain De Koven the freight due on those articles. The America proceeds to Canton; it was
therefore desirable she should have all her funds on board. [ expect to sail on Wednesday, the 8th of May, in a
small vessel for Panama, which I have chartered in company with Mr. Eldridge, the gentleman to whom I referred
in my former letter. We pay three hundred and fifty dollars the month for the vessel, which is certainly not un-
reasonable. I think, with a tolerable share of fortune, I shall be in New York between the first and middle of July,
when [ shall make all possible despatch to return to Lima. I will advise Mr. McCauly of my return, in order that
he may avail himself of the chance of communicating with you. In the utmost confidence I have laid before you,
commodore, my design, and hope you will not disapprove the step I have taken; in that hope I have the honor to
remain, very respecttully, your obedient servant,
W. A. WEAVER.

Commodore CHaRLES STEWART, .
Commanding United States’ squadron, Pacific Ocean.

H.
14
Lieutenant Weaver’s interrogatorics to the President of the United. States.

1st, Did not Lieutenant William A. Weaver, soon after his return from the Pacific Ocean, call on you, sir, in
W’ashincton—sai some time in the fall of 18227 If yea, what appeared to be the object of that call?

2d. Did not Lieutenant Weaver, in addition to the political information given, state his intention of immediate
return to the Pacific, to rejoin Commodore Stewart in the Franklin 747 If yea, please so to state, and whether
Lieutenant Weaver was not requested to inform the President of the United States when he should be about to sail,
in order to charge him with letters, despatches, &c. for Commodore Stewart?

3d. Did the 'i’resident, at the time, express any disapprobation of the conduct or movements of Lieutenant
Weaver; or, rather, did he not suppose his naval and political information of sufficient importance to send for Com~
modore D. Porter, the only Navy Commissioner at that time supposed to be in ‘Washington, but who was, on in-
quiry, found fo be absent? If yea, please so to state.

4th. Did not Lieutenant Weaver state, in the course of his conference, the absence from Washington of the
Secretary of the Navy? That the communications that would have been otherwise made to the Secretary of the
Navy, were made to him, the President of the United States, in consequence of that absence? If yea, please so to
state.

5th. Did not Lieutenant Weaver state that his return fo the United States was under a temporary leave of ab-
sence from Commodore Stewart, that looked to his return to the Franklin 74 in the Pacific? If yea, please so tostate.

1.
< Navy DeparryeNT, November 20, 1824,
Sir:

_ T'am directed by the President of the United States to inform you that he has received your letter, dated 16th
of November, 1824, coutaining certain interrogatories, which are herewith returned to you, a copy of them being re-
tained. _That he has read said interrogatories with attention, and gives the following answers:

1st Interrogatory. He does recollect that some officer of the Franklin called on him on his return to Washing-
ton from the Pacific, and had a conversation with him respecting political and other matters in that region, and he
believes, but is not certain, that that officer was Lieutenant Weaver; he does not recollect the time, nor the particu-
lar object of the call, so as to state either of them, R . .

2d Interrogatory. He does not recollect that Lieutenant Weaver stated his intention of immediate return to the
Pacific to rejoin Commodore Stewart in the Franklin, nor that Lieutenant Weaver was requested to inform him
when he should be about to sail, in order to charge him with_letters, despatches, &c. for Commodore Stewart. He
has no recollection of a conversation on either point, though it is not improbable that it might have occurred; that
such a conversation, if it occurred, would have made no impression on him, as, in what related to an officer of the
Franklin, he should naturally have taken definitive measures with the Secretary of the Navy.

3d Interrogalory. That he does not recollect that he expressed any disapprobation of the conduct or movements
of Lieutenant Weaver, nor that he supposed his naval and political information of sufficient importance to send for
Commodore D. Porter, or any other person; that he presumes he did not express any disapprobation of Lieutenant
§Veaver’s conduct or movements, as this, if thought necessary, would have been done through the Secretary of the

avy.
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Ath Interrogatory. He does not recollect that Lieutenant Weaver stated, in the course of his conference, the
absence of the Secretary of the Navy, nor that the communications, which would otherwise have been made to the
Secretary of the Navy, were made to him, the President of the United States, in consequence of that absence.

5th Iglerrogatory. He does not recollect that Lieutenant Weaver stated that his return to the United States
'.wl.'as Il)mdeﬁr a temporary leave of absence from Commodore Stewart that looked to his return to the Franklin 74 in
the Pacific.

I have stated the answers to the several interrogatories thus fully, that Lieutenant Weaver may be_apprized of
the total want of recollection of the President upon any of the matters to which his interrogatories are directeds and
that there might be no error on the subject, 1 have submitted this letter to the President, and he has approved it.

As the letter, or commission, does not issue from the court, this answer is directed to you, and intended as a
private communication to yourself and Lieutenant Weaver, by which you and he may perceive that a formal com-
snission to the President would be entirely useless. .

I am, respectiully, sir, your obedient servant,
SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD.

Ricuarp S. Coxe, Esq.

Judge Advocate of the general court-martial, N. Y.

CASE OF LIEUTENANT CONNER.

The general court-martial assembled on board the United States’ ship the Washington, by virtue of the precept
of the honorable the Secretary of the Navy, bearing date the 26th October, 1824, the original of which is annexed to
the record in the case of Lieutenant Weaver, and a copy thereof, marked A, hereunto annexed, and adjourned by
virtue of a warrant from the honorable the Secretary of the Navy, bearing date the 17th day of November, the ori-
zinal of which is also attached to the record in the case of Lieutenant Weaver, and a copy thereof, marked B, here-
unto annexed, aud now in session at the marine barracks at the navy yard at Brooklyn, proceeded, this 24th day of
November, pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday, to the trial of Lieutenant David Conner, upon certain charges
and specifications preferred against him. R . .

Present: Captain William Bainbridge, President. Members: Captain Jacob Jones, Captain John D. Henley,
Captain Jesse D. Elliott, Master Commandant George C. Read. ' Supernumeraries: Masters Commandant Wolcott
Chauucey, William B. Finch. . )

The court was cleared to determine whether Captain Lewis Warrington, who appeared in court, should be
admitted to a seat asa member. The Judge Advocate submitted to the court a communication from the Secretary
of the Navy, covering a communication from the Attorney General of the United States, annexed, and marked C.
After reading the opinion, and deliberating upon the question, the court decided that, as the opinion of the Attorney
General had been officially submitted to them, the court should proceed as originally organized. R

The court was then opened. Lieutenant David Conner appeared in court toanswer the charges preferred against
him. The question was then proposed to him, whether he had any legal objections to make to any member of the
courts and he declared that he had none. '

The charges and specifications were then read, annexed to the record, and marked D. .

. Lieutenant Conner stated he had employed no counsel, but wished permission to have a friend in court to assist
him in noting the evidence; to which the court acceded.

Lieuntenant Horace B. SAwYER, witness, produced and sworn on behalf of the prosecution, testified as follows:

Question, Were you attached to the Dolphin, as a lientenant, in the Pacific, in the year 1822?

Answer. I was then second lieutenant of the Dolphin.

Question. 'Were you on board of her during the months of May and June in that year?

Answer. I was,

Question. Will you state, so far as you are acquainted with the facts, whether Captain E. Smith, mentioned in
the specifications, was on board the Dolphin, and when, and where? Whether he came on board with any trunks
or packages, and what did they contain? . L

Answer., Captain Smith came on board the Dolphin at Valparaiso, the evening before we sailed; I think it was
on the 7th of May. It was remarked there was an unusual quantity of baggage came on board the vessel; among
nther things, was one or more packages marked ** samples.” [t was not known, I believe, by any of the officers,
certainly not by myself, when Captain Smith came on board, what his trunks contained. On the arrival of the
Dolphin at Arica, goods were exhibited on_the quarter-deck, and in the cabin of the Dolphin, in the presence of
Spaniards trom the shore, and apparently for their inspection solely. The exhibition on the quarter-deck was not
in the presence of the Spaniards; in the cabin, it was. The Spaniards, I believe, were on board at the time, but not
on the quarter-deck.

Question. YWho commanded the Dolphin at the times spoken of?

Answer. Lieutenant David Conner, ]

Question. Did Captain E. Smith belong to the navy, or was he in any public employment?

Answer. Not to my knowledge.

| Questioni W'&:ge the articles contained in the trunks and packages designed for the use of the Dolphin, or were
they so employed?

Answer. It would not appear that they were designed for the use of the Dolphin, as Mr. Smith and his baggage
were landed at Molliendo, and nothing was seen of the goods afterwards.

Question. Were the goods exhibited publicly on the quarter-deck, and in the cabin, apparently for sale, or how?

Answer. On the quarter-deck of the vessel they were changing the goods from one trunk to the other; Mr.
Smith and the commander of the vessel, Lientenant Conner, appeared to be examining them. The trunks (two, I
think) were at this time open on deck. I think none others were on the quarter-deck than Mr. Conner and Cap-
tain Smith. When the goods were examined in the cabin, the Spaniards from the shore were present.

Question. Were they the same goods, apparently, exhibited on the quarter-deck, and in the cabin, and of what
description were they? .

Auswer. The goods that I saw on the quarter-deck were apparently ginghams. I was walking in the gangway—
they might have been of a different character.  When the goods were thus shifting on the quarter-t%eck I was
walking in the gangway, and from that position I saw them.

Question. Will' you mention all the persons who were in the cabin at the time of the exhibition there; your
situation; how the parties were occupied, and what was the character of the goods.

Answer. My situation was not a very good one to observe the movements in the cabin; I was passing from one
side of the quarter-deck of the vessel to the other, abaft the trunk; the cabin door was open, and in passing I
observed Captain Smith and the two Spaniards before mentioned; they were examining goods, apparently silk
goods, in the cabin; I do not recollect that I saw Mr, Conner in the cabin.

Question. Do you know any thing in relation to the receiving on board the Dolphin plate and specie? State the
facts, so faras you know them.

Answer. I have no personal knowledge of the facts stated in the last specification. T wish to state to the court
that the witness, upon whom I principally relied to substantiate that accusation, is now absent from the United
States, by permission from the Government, I have written to the Secretary—(stopped by the court.)

Question by the court. Were the goods sold on board the Dolphin and taken from her?

Answer. I do not know that they were sold.

Question. Did the Spaniards carry with them to the shore any more articles than they brought off ?

Answer. Not to my knowledge.
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C'ross-examined by the accused.

Question. You stated it was remarked at the time Mr. Smith’s baggage was received on board the Dolphin, that
the guantity was unusually great. What did it consist of, and who made this remark?

Answer. It consisted of two trunks—I am not certain there were more—and one package; that I am positive of.
There was also something done up in a large leather covering, probably a bed. Theremark was made in the ward-
room more than once, I cannot distinctly state by whom.

Question. What were the silk goods you saw in the cabin, and in what guantity? R

Answer. They appeared to me to be handkerchiefs, and different patterns of silk; the cabin table appeared to be
covered with them, and the sofas also appeared to be covered with them.

Question. Did you hear the conversation in the cabin, and what was its purport?

Answer. I heard no conversation in the cabin.

Question. Do you know if the goods you saw were exposed for sale, or private traffic?

Answer. I do not know that they were exposed to sale or. private traffic.

Question. In passing the cabin door, did you stop to examine what was doing there; and are you certain the arti-
cles you saw in the cabin were merchandise?

Answer. I did not stop to examine; I merely cast my eye in while passing the cabin, and observed Captain Smith
talxlxd the Spaniards. I am ecertain the articles L.saw on the cabin table were merchandise. I am certain they had

at appearance.

Question. 'Were you not under arrest at the time Mr. Smith’s baggage was received on board the Dolphin, and
also when his trunks were landed at Molliendo?

Answer. I do not recollect that I was under arrest when Mr. Smith came on board; I think I was only suspended.
I believe it was after we left Valparaiso that I received my charges; I am still under arrest on the charges that were
preferred against me in the Pacific Ocean.

Question. At the distance you were from the quarter-deck, could you distinctly see the ginghams you say Mr.
Smith and myself were examining?

Answer. [could. i

Question. At the time the bag%?ge of Mr. Smith was received on board the Dolphin, had Mr. Conner, or any
other officer of the vessel, as you know or believe, any knowledge of there being any thing in the trunks other than
the ordinary baggage of a traveller?

Answer. Not to my knowledge.

Question. How long after the contents of the trunks were exposed, did they go on shore?
| éh(llswer. I do not distinctly recollect; it was after our arrival at Molliendo Mr. Smith and his baggage were

andaed.

Question by the Judge Advocate. How far is Molliendo from Arica?

Answer. I do not recollect the distance: probably six or eight days’ sail with the light winds we experienced.

Question. Were the trunks and packages of an unusual size or character for a traveller?

Answer. I do not think they were. _ .

Question by the accused. Why was it then a subject of remark on board the Dolphin, that Mr. Smith’s baggage
was unusually great? .

Angwer. For the reasons I have already assigned. There were two trunks I am positive of; a large package
marked ¢ samples,” and the leather bundle. I know of no other reason for the remark, but it was observed thatit
was unusually great. i

Question by the accused. What was the size of the package marked ¢ samples?”

Answer. It was about a foot in length and a half foot in depth, probably. .

Question by the court. Do you know whether the Spaniards who came on board the Dolphin were merchants, or
whether they expressed their views in coming on board? .

b %nswer. They bore the character of merchants. Do not know whether they expressed their views in coming on
oard. .

Question by the court. Had Lieutenant Conner any conversation with the Spaniards in reference to the goods,

either in the cabin or on the quarter-deck?

Answer. I did not see him holding any conversation with the Spaniards. i .

Question by the accused. Was not a certificate procured by you from the officers of the Delphin in relation to Mr.
Smith’s bringing merchandise on board that vessel, and circulated on board the Franklin? If so, what has become
of that certificate? . 3 N Lo .

Answer. Such a certificate was given, at my request, in consequence of a2 communication with Lieutenant Hun-~
ter, which I have on board the W'asﬁmgton; the certificate is destroyed.

Question. Why was it destroyed? . . .

Answer. The note to which 1 allude, and the answer, will show the whole transaction. The certificate was re-
quested, and given, in consequence 'of hearing that Captain Smith had stated some things implicating my veracity.
After Captain Smith had admitted, and Lieutenant Hunter had intimated to me, that no such charge had been made,
there was no further necessity for the certificate, and it was destroyed. X

Question. Is the copy of the certificate now before the court a correct one of that circulated on board the Frank-
lin with your letter?

Angwer. Itis. A . . .

Question. Was the certificate drawn up and circulated previous to Commodore Stewart deciding on the charges
preferred by you against Lieutenant Conner? i

Answer. The certificate was drawn up after the charges had been sent on board the Franklin. I do not know
what decision Commodore Stewarthad made. .

Question. Was it notat the solicitations of its signers the certificate was destroyed; and did they not allege asa
reason for its destruction that I would obtain a copy of it? . . ]

Answer. No. It was because I conceived there was no further use for it; because the particular object for which
it had been given had been removed by Lieutenant Hunter’s note—not at the solicitation of the signers.

Wirrian J. McCLUNEY, a lieutenant in the navy of the United States, a witness, produced, sworn, and exam-
ined, on the part of the prosecution, testified as follows: . i

Question. Were you on board the Dolﬁhm in May and June, 1822, and in what capacity?

Answer. I was first lieutenant of the Dolphin at that period. . .

Quest'mn.p ‘Will you state to the court, so far as you are acquainted with them, the facts connected with the first
specification?

P Answer. On or about the 6th of May, we received on board a Captain Smith, and a number of trunks and pack-
ages, as many as three or fours;among them was one, or two, (I am positive as to one,) marked “samples.” At the
time, I knew nothing of the contents. They were not designed for the use of the vessel, or employed in that way
to my knowledge. This was in the port of Valparaiso. About the 7th we ,sailed from Valparaiso. We arrived at
Arica about the 14th. On our arrival, a boat of the Dolphin was despatched on chore, and brought on board two
Spaniards, who, I understood from Captain Smith, were merchants. After they had, been on board some time, in
passing by the cabin door, I saw a parcel of dry goods displayed in the cabin. The merchants appeared to be ex-
amining the goods. I, at the same time, remarked that the package or packages marked *samples,” which had
been lying on the quarter-deck, had been removed. Captain Smith and the two Spaniards were in the cabin at the
time of this display, and I think, part of the time, Lieutenant Conner. The goods appeared to me to be counter-
panes, cross-barred ginghams, or something of that kind. 1 cannot say whether they were exposed for the purpose
of sale. I do not know whether the Spaniards took any goods on shore with them. I think none of Smith’s baggage
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was landed at that port. They appeared to be whole pieces of goods of various kinds. I have an indistinct recol-
lection of some plate being brought on board the Dolphin about the time and at the place mentioned in the second
specification of the second charge; cannot distinctly remember the particulars, nor do I know what became of it;
know nothing, of my own knowledge, of any articles being carried on board the Mercury and Flying Fish.

Cross-examined by the accused.

Question. Had Lieutenant Conner, as you know or believe, at the time the trunks and packages were re-
ceived on board, any knowledge of their contents?

Answer. I do not think he had.

Question. Was it the subject of remark on board the Dolphin that Captain Smith had an unusual quantity of
baggage with him?

Answer. I think there was such a remark made on board, but cannot recollect by whom.

Question. Are you positive as to the number of Mr. Smith’s trunks? If so, describe their size and number, as
also the size and number of the packages marked  samples.”

Answer, I have already answgrea that I cannot state the exact number; that they were three or four, to the
best of my belief; they were of various sizes—the one marked “ samples” I think was about three feet long. Ido
not recollect as to the others. :

Question. Did the Spaniards come on hoard the same day the Dolphin arrived in Arica? How many were there,
and who were they? Did Mr. Smith state to you they were merchants?

Answer. Cannofsay whether they came on board the day we arrived at Arica, or the following day; there were
two of them came on board; there was a third who was on board during our stay there, who, I was informed and
bﬁliet{ﬁd, “ias a Spanish officer. Captain Smith did state to me that one of the two was a merchant, and, I think,
the other also.

_({uestion. State to the court what you mean by merchandise, and describe the quantity and character of the
articles you say you saw in the cabin, or were contained in Mr. Smith’s trunks.

Answer. I have already mentioned they were dry goods, and have mentioned the character of them. I cannot
say as to the quantity; there were several pieces—among them, some of the character I have mentioned.

Question. Did you conceive there was any thing criminal in Mr. Smith’s opening his trunks? and, if so, would
you not conceive it your dutyjto report it to the proper authority?

Answer. I did think it very improper to expose goods in that manner; but, as Lieutenant Conner was, during
a part of the time, in the cabin, and must have seen it, I did not think it my duty to report the fact.

Question. YWhat is the distance between Arica and Molliendo?

Answer. 1 do not recollect the distance. I think we were on the passage from one to the other from the 16th
to the 19th, with very light winds. X

Question by the court. 'Where were Captain Smith and his baggage landed?

Answer. At Molliendo.

Josepr B. Huwr, an acting lieutenant in the navy of the United States, a witness, produced, sworn, and ex-
amined, on the part of the prosecution, testified as follows: .

Qqestpion. Were you on board the United States’ schooner Dolphin in May and June, 1822, and in what
capacity?

pAns’srver. I was on board the Dolphin as an acting lieutenant.

Question. State to the court the facts, so far as you are acquainted with them, connected with the specifications?

Answer. [ joined the Dolphin at Valparaiso, on the 6th of May, I think; Captain Smith’s baggage was then on
board, consisting of trunks and a cot or bedding. There were, 1 think, as many as five or six trunks or bundles,
some of them, I'should think, three feet long—other dimensions in proportion, I did not know, at the time, of their
contents; cannot say that I remarked any thing in particular about them at the time: I supposed, at the time, they
contained Captain Smith’s baggage. 1 afterwards ascertained one of them contained bundles, wrapped up in paper
of various forms. At Arica there were strangers {two I recollect) on board the vessel, from the shore. I remember
seeing the trunk containing the packages before referred to opened, but cannot say whether at the time mentioned;
I think it was on the passage from Arica to Molliendo, and for the purpose of examining and restowing. I recollect
seeing pattern-cards and papers displayed in the cabin while at Arica: Captain Smith, to the best of my recollection,
and the two strangers, or one of them, and Lieutenant Conner, were present. I do not know the object of the exhi-
bition. The articles contained in the trunks and packages were not designed or employed for the use of the Dolphin.
I do not recollect to have seen the articles specified in the second specification of the second charge brought on
board; know nothing, of my own knowledge, on the subject. Iknow only that a boat did go on board the Mercury—
what she carried I do not know: Mr. Hudson was the officer in command of her.

Cross-ezamined by the accused.

Question. Are you certain Captain Smith brought six trunks on board the Dolphin, at Valparaiso; if not, might
there not have been only two or three?

Answer, I mentioned that I did not recollect the number. To the best of my memory there were five or six
articles, among them a saddle, a bundle of bedding, and the rest trunks and bundles. -

Question. Did Lieutenant Conner know the contents of the five or six trunks and packages of Captain Smith,
received on board the Dolphin, at the time they were received?

Answer. Not to my knowledge. .

Question. What is the distance between Arica and Molliendo?

Answer. I do not know the exact distance; I should suppose about 200 miles.

Josepn Warsox, a purser in the navy of the United States, a witness, produced, sworn, and examined, on the
part of the prosecution, testified as follows:

Question. _Were yon on board the Dolphin in May and June, 1822, and in what capacity?

Answer. I was on board as acting purser. A i

Question. Will you state the facts connected with the specifications, as far as you are acquainted with them?

Answer. The baggage of Captain Smith, consisting of four or five trunks, and'a bed and cover, were received
on board at Valparaiso; I was on shore at the time they came on board—they were carried to Arica. YWhen we
arrived at Arica I was unwell, and very little on deck; I went on deck, and passing along, looked down, and saw a
number of goods in the cabin; did not, however, take particular notice of them. "There were some people on board
from the shore, and some from the French ship Telegraph, I think. There were, I think, as many as five people in
the cabin, including Captain Conner. They were examining a silk shawl, or something that appeared to be one.
Mr. Conner Jooked up at me; I presumed I was intruding, and went away. On the quarter-deck? saw merely the
samples, and a piece of striped goods; it appeared to be gingham or seersucker. Mr. Conner was, I think, af that
time in the cabin. 'This was during the same day, within about half an hour of the time when I saw what I have
mentioned in the cabin. At the time I looked in’the cabin, I should suppose I saw half a dozen different pieces of
goods—considerable variefy of them; the sofas appeared to be covered with them. I think Captain Smith was at
the time on deck. .

Question. Do you know any thing of the facts contained in the second specification of the second charge?

Answer. I know nothing further than that a boat did go from the Dolphin to one of those vessels, but I do not
know that the boat carried any articles from the Dolphin.
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Cross-ezamined by the accused.

Question by the accused. Had Lieutenant Conner any knowledge of the contents of Captain Smith’s baggage
at the time it was received on board?

Answer. I do not know.

Question. Was there any conversation in the ward-room, at the time Mr. Smith’s baggage was received on
boardpthe Dolphin, concerningit; and was it remarked by any one that the quantity of his baggage was unusually
great?

Apswer. None that I recollect. I do not remember any conversation on the subject until after the vessel
arrived at Arica, and it was opened. .

Question. Did you ever hear Mr. Sawyer solicit the officers of the ward-room of the Dolphin to join him in pre-
ferring charges against me for this transaction? 1f so, what were the reasons they did not?

-Answer. [ never heard such a solicitation made.

b Questi%n by the Judge Advocate. While Captain Smith was on board the Dolphin, what part of the vessel did
¢ occupy?

Answer. Helived in the cabin on the passage.

SamueL M. BRECKENRIDGE, a midshipman in the navy of the United States, a witness produced, sworn, and
examined, on the part of the prosecution, testified as follows:

Qqestyion. ‘Were you on board the United States’ schooner Dolphin, in May and June, 1822, and in what
capacity

Answer. I was a midshipman on board.

Question. 'Will you state to the court what you know of the facts alleged in the specifications?

Answer. In May, 1822, Captain Smith came on board the Dolphin, at Valparaiso; a young Spaniard came with
him, whether as a clerk, or in what capacity, T do not know. He brought three or four trunks, some bedding, and
a small pine box; did not see them opened, nor know what they contained. We set sail on the 7th for Arica, a
small port in Peru; arrived, I think, on the 13th. On the morning of the 14th, three or four Spanish gentlemen
came on board, and breakfasted with Captain Conner in the cabin. ~ About two hours after, I saw a trunk opened in
the cabin, and saw some goods, whether Merino or Canton shawls, cannot say; it was a small trunk, about four feet
long; did not see Captain Conner in the cabin; do not recollect seeing any one but Smith there at the time. The
trunk was a narrow one; a small India trunk. " I shortly after went on shore, and did not return until the Dolphin
was under way. I also saw a paper of gloves on the table at the same time. 'We sailed on the 14th, I think, for
Molliendo, and arrived about the 18th or 19th. I was then directed by Lieutenant Conner, or the officer command-
ing the deck, to take the second cutter, and the articles in the boat, to deliver them to Captain Smith. at Molliendo.
They were, one trunk, a box, some bedding, and four small_hampers, which we carried and delivered to Captain
Smith, at Molliendo. ~Captain Smith went with us from Arica to Molliendo, and was landed there in another boat.

Some time previous to the month of September, 1822, I was directed by Captain Conner to go on board the Mer-
cury, (she was then standing out of the harbor of Callao,) and deliver a small basket (a market basket) to the cap-
tain; do not know the contents; did not handle the basket myself; it appeared to be light.

Cross-examined.

Question. Did you hear any conversation between the officers of the Dolphin, or any remark on the subject,
until a certificate was circulated on board the Franklin, concerning this transaction, some months afterwards?

Answer. I did not. .

Question. Did not the hampers contain Champaign wine, (French,) and from the ship Telegraph?

Answer. I do not know what the hampers contained; I have seen wine in such hampers. I was on shore when
our boat boarded the Telegraph, and do not know what was brought from her.

The communication between Lieutenant H. B. Sawyer and Lieutenant Hunter, referred to in the testimony of
the former, was read, annexed, and marked No. 1. A i

‘The copy of the certificate and letter of Licutenant Sawyer, referred to in his testimony, was also submitted,
annexed, and marked No. 2. . .

The court adjourned to half-past nine to-morrow morning.

) Tuurspay, November 25, 1824,
The court met, pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday.

Fravcis CoFriN, a witness produced, sworn and examined on behalf of the accused, testified as follows:

Question. Do you know Captain E. Smith? What time have you known him, and what is his character?

Answer. [ have known him five or six years; have never known any thing against him; believe him to be a
man of integrity and honor. A Lo .

Lieutenant Sawyer requested permission to be present af the examination of the witnesses for the accused, and
to cross-examine them, which was granted by the court; and he appeared accordingly.

Joun H. Crack, a lieutenant in the navy of the United States, a witness produced, sworn, and examined on the
part of the accused, testified as follows: . . L

Question. Do you know Captain E. Smith? What time have you known him, and what is his character?

Answer. My knowledge of Captain E. Smith commenced and ended in the Pacific, where I knew him about
six months. His character was that of a merchant of great enterprise, and wielding a large capital. I believe I
have known him in possession of between two and three hundred thousand dollars. i

Question by the Judge Advocate. Were you on board the Franklin during the period you speak of, and what
opportunities had you, during the six months, of becoming acquainted with Captain Smith? . . .

Answer. I was attached to the Constellation; I saw him occasionally on board the Franklin; Captain Smith
was a passenger in the Constellation some twenty or thirty days. .

Question. Was it the Captain Smith who commanded the brig Macedonian?

Answer. It was.

CHARLES STEWART, a2 captain in the navy of the United States, a witness produced, sworn, and examined on the
part of the accused, testified as follows: . . .

Question. YDid you command the American squadron in the Pacific Ocean in the month of May, 1822?

Answer. es. . .

Question. Did you order Lieutenant Conner, the commander of the schooner Dolphin, to receive on beard his
vessel at Valparaiso, on or about the 6th of May, 1822, a certain Captain Smith; and is the paper now shown to you
that order?

Answer. Yes. (The paper read to the court, annexed to the record, and marked No. 8.)

The testimony being closed, Lieutenant Conner wasasked when he would be ({Jrepared with his defence; he stated
that he should be ready in the course of an hour; whereupon the court adjourned for that time. On the opening of
the court at the time specified, the accused read his defence, which is annexed, and marked E. .

"The court was then cleared, and the record of the proceedings read, and the court proceeded to deliberate upon
the case and the evidence adduced; and, having maturely considered the same, do find— .

That it is proved,in regard to the specification of the first charge, that the trunks and package belonging to Cap-
tain Eliphalet Smith were received on board the Dolphin at the time and place mentioned; that Captain E. Smith
was taken on board by the order of Commodore Stewart, as the bearer of public despatches; that the said trunks
and package did in fact contain sundry articles of merchandise, and samples of goods, not designed for the use of
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the Dolphin; but the court is of opinion, from the evidence, that the contents of said trunks and package were not
known to the said Lieutenant Conner, when they were taken on board; that such ignorance resulted from no remiss-
ness or impropriety; and, therefore, the court is of opinion, that it does not fall within the 23d article of the act for
the better government of the navy; and do adjudge that the said Conner is xoT curTY of this specification.

That in regard to the first specification of the second charge, it is proved that Lieutenant David Conner did per-
mit an exhibition of dry goods, or samples of dry goods in the cabin, but not on the quarter-deck of the Dolphin, in
the presence of two or three strangers from the shore; that there is no evidence to show that they were offered for
sales and, therefore, that this spectfication is in part proved, and in part not proved. .

That so far as respects the second specification of the first charge, there is no evidence to support it. L

The court is therefore of opinion, that the first charge is not_proved; they are also of opinion, and do adjudge,
that the second charge is so far proved as is set forth in their decision upon the first specification under it, and is not
proved as to the residue. A . X o L . .

The court is of opinion, that Lieutenant Conner, in permitting an exhibition of merchandise on board a public
vessel of the United States, has been guilty of conduct highly culpable, and it does, in the strongest and most dis-
tinct manner, express its decided reprobation of such conduct; that nothing but the very meritorious character which
Lieutenant Conner has heretofore sustained, inducing the belief thatsuch impropriety was the result of inadvertency,
causes them to inflict so mild a punishment as this reprimand.

WILLIAlg I%}AINBRID GE,
£

JAMES JONES
J.D. HENLEY,
J.D. ELLIOTT,
GEO. C. READ.
Ricuarp 8. Coxg, Judge Advocate. ‘
Approved:
SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD.

A.
To William Bainbridge, Esq., captain in the navy of the United States.

Certain charges of misconduct having been alleged against William A. Weaver, a lieutenant in the navy of the
United States, and others, a general court-martial, to consist of Captain William_Bainbridge, President; Captains
Jacob Jones, Lewis Warrington, William M. Crane, John D. Henley, Jesse D, Elliott, and Master Commandant
George C. Read; and Masters Commandant Wolcott Chauncey and William B. Finch, supernumeraries, or any
five or more of them, are hereby authorized to assemble on board the United States’ ship Washington 74, at the navy
yard at Brooklyn, in the State of New York, on Monday, the 15th day of November next, for the trial of the said
persons for the offences of which they do severally stand charged; which charges, together with the testimony in
support of them, will be laid before the court by the Judge Advocate.

And Richard S, Coxe, Esq. is hereby appointed Judge Advocate to the court hereby ordered to assemble, and, if he
should decline acting, the said court will appoint such other suitable gentleman, learned in the law, to discharge the
duties of Judge Advocate to the said court, as they, ora majoritﬂ(_&)f them, may, in their wisdom, deem fit and proper.

In faith whereof, I have hereunto signed my nhame, and affixed the seal of the Navy Department of the United
States, this twenty-sixth day of 6ctober, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-
four, and of the independence of the United States the forty-ninth.

. . SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD.

T the court-martial now assembled on board the United States’ skip Waskington 74, at Brooklyn, New York,
of whick William Bainbridge, Esq. is President.

You are hereby authorized to adjourn the court to such place as you shall consider most proper within the limits
of the navy yard at Brooklyn, and to hold your session upon such adjournment.
Given under my hand, and the seal of the Navy Department, this 17th day of November, in the year of our

Lord 1824,
SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD.
B.

O~ BoarD THE Uxirep STATES® scHoONER DoLPHIN,
Carvao Harsor, August 26, 1822.

‘Whereas, Lieutenant Horace B. Sawyer, in his charges exhibited to Commodore Stewart, against Lieutenant
Commandant David Conner, has stated, in substance, in a specification of one of said charges, that a quantity of
dry goods were brought on board the United States’ schooner Dolphin, by Captain Eliphalet §mith, and has named
the undersigned as witnesses of the fact: and whereas it has come to our knowledge that the said Smith has flatly
denied that any goods (except pattern cards of the Canton’s cargo) were brought on board by him, the undersigned,
at the request of Lieutenant Sawyer, hereby make known to all whom it may concern, that the fact asserted by
Lieutenant Sawyer can be fully substantiated, notwithstanding the denial of it by the said Smith.

J. McCLUNEY, 1s¢t Lieutenant United States’® navy.
JOS. B. HULL, Acting Lieut. United States’ navy.
WM. L. HUDSON, Jcting Sailingmaster.

J. WATSON, Purser United States’ navy.
RICHARD STEVENS, Surgeon’s Mate, U. S. navy.

C.

Unrrep StaTss’ scHooNER DoLpHIN,
Carvrao Harsor, August 27, 1822,

GENTLEMEN: Lo . i . L .

As it appears that Captain Eliphalet Smith has gratuitously meddled with my affairs in a manner which seems -
to place my veracity and his at issue, I conceive it due to miyself, as well as the officers of this vessel, that his cha-
racter should be no longer concealed. I therefore enclose for your inspection, * and all whom if may concern,” a
certificate of the ward-room officers of this vessel, which I flatter myself leaves the subject no longer in doubt, if
any ever existed. N .

I am, gentlemen, with great respect and esteem, your obedient servant,

To the Ward-room officers of the U. S. ship Franklin,
136 n

H. B. SAWYER.
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No. 2.

It aﬁpeared, upon investigation, Mr. Smith never did deny that two of his trunks on board the Dolphin contained
patterns of part of the Canton’s cargo, which he had purchased. b. CONNER
i . h .

Dorprin, Monpay, August 26, 1822,
DEar Sir: .

1 have been given to understand that Captain Smith has told you he had not any goods (with the exception of
some pattern cards of the Canton’s cargo) on board this vessel. 'Will you be good enough to inform me if he has
told you this? Your answer will tend to clear up my doubts upon this subject, which I own I can hardly believe
now. ‘The bearer will wait for an answer.

Y am, dear sir, very truly, yours,
. . H. B. SAWYER.
Lieutenant Wau. M. Hunter, U. §. ship Pranklin.
- Yes; he has told me so. -  HUNTER.

N

‘WepNEspAY, Jugust 28.
o r You will do me the favor to return it. Yours, SAWYER.

In my answer to this note, * Yes; he has told me so,” you must understand me, that he had no other goods but
patterns, or samples of cargo.
HUNTER.

D.

Charges and specifications against David Conner, a lieutenant in the navy of the United States, exhibited by
Lieutenant H. B, Sawyer.

Cuaree 1. Receiving, or permitting to be received, on board the United States’ schooner Dolphin, then under
command of said Conner, goods or merchandise other than for the sole use of his vessel, contrary to the 23d ar-
ticle of the act of Congress for the better government of the navy of the United States. L

Specification.  For that he, the said David Conner, on or about the 6th day of May, 1822, then being in com-
mand of the said schooner Dolphin, lying in the port of Valparaiso, did receive, or permit to be received, on board
the said schooner, certain trunks and a certain package or bundle, belonging to one Captain E. Smith, which said
trunks and package contained sundry articles of merchandise, and samples of goods or merchandise, not designed
or intended for the use of the said schuoner, and not falling within any of the exceptions contained in the said 23d
article for the better government of the navy.

HARGE 2d.—Unofficer-like conduct.

Specification 1st. For that he, the said Conner, then in command of the United States’ schooner Dolphin, and
lying in the port of Arica, did, on or about the 15th day of May, 1822, permit a public display of dry goods on the
quarter-deck and in the cabin_ of the said schooner, in the presence of, and for the inspection of, strangers from
the shore, for the purpose of private traffic, thereby tending to the subversion of discipline, and prostituting the said
vessel of the United States to purposes of private trade and traffic. . )

Specification 2d. For that he, the said Conner, some time in the month of June, 1822, then in command of the
said schooner Dolphin, in the port of Callao, did receive, or permit to be received, on board said schooner, certain
articles of plate, and a certain sum of money in doubloons, which said Conner knew to have been smuggled from
the shore; and that, afterwards, the said Conner caused the said plate to be sent, in one of the boats of the Dolphin,
on board the American ship Mercury, and the said doubloons on board the American ship Flying Fish, and that
after the custom-house officérs had visited the said ships, and after the said ships were under way; thereby assisting
in smuggling, and in defrauding the revenue of a friendly power, in contravention of the laws of the United Statess

and the said Conner receiving,. for such acts, compensation for his services.
- RICHARD 8. COXE, Judge Advocate.

E.
Mr, President and Gentlemen of the Court:

After fifteen years spent irreproachably in the naval service of my couniry, nearly ten of which have been
actively employed, afloat, in different ships of war, in the various grades of midshipman, master, and lieutenant, I
am, for the first time, brought before a court-martial, to answer to charges of the gravest character. The history of
every service proves that, In such an event, unblemished innocence has often suffered, and against which no ‘cir-
cumspection can gnard, however vigilanf'its watch over the minutest act. It is seriously to be regretted, that it is
as much within the power of envy, malice, and revenge, to arraign their victim at your bar, as for the honest guar-
dian, who would protect the purity of character, and who watches over those infractions that affect the honor and
safety of the service. But whilst I deplore the existence of such an evil, I have the consolation to know that the
tribunal_before which T stand will be as faithful in protecting the innocent, as it will be prompt to punish the guilty.

It will be seen, by the evidence before the court, that the same charges, for which I am now on trial, were pre-
ferred, by the same person, more than two years since; and, though I requested Commodore Stewart, at the time,
to grant a court to investigate my conduct, he refused if upon the ground that he believed the charges originated in
malice, and were not designed for the good of the service.

Commodore Stewart was fully informed of all the circumstances of the case,and had access to very important
evidence, which I very much regret is not before this court. The absence of Mr. E. Smith from this country, who
could testify to my entire innocence, is an essential deprivation in my defence.

I am charged with having violated the 23d article of our naval laws, by receiving on board my vessel articles of
merchandise, &e. I appeal to the good sense of this court, and ask if it was any part of my duty to have examined
the baggage of a gentleman and a fellow-citizen, who was charged with a public despatch by my commanding officer;
and who I was ordered by him to receive on board my vessel as a passenger? On the contrary, without any thing
suspicious in the character of the man, or the appearance of his baggage, it would have been an outrageous breach of
common courtesy to have suggested such an idea. I, therefore, conceive that I am not guilty of any offence, or in-
fraction of the faw, in taking those trunks on board, which I conceived as exempt from objection as my own ward-
robe. Again: it is not in evidence before this court that the articles which the trunk contained were either sold
or offered for sale on board my vessel. They were simply exhibited to two persons, one of whom I know to be con-
nected with Mr. Smith in very extensive mercantile transactions, and the articles displayed were merely samples
of a cargo Mr. Smith had purchased at Valparaiso. The shawls, mentioned in the evidence, were two of Canton
crape, placed in charge of Mr. Smith by a gentleman resident at Anquipa, for his wife in Lima. Mr. Smith re-
quested me to take charge of them, which r did, and delivered them to the lady in Lima, as requested. 1 humbly
conceive that in this there has not been an infraction of either the spirit or letter of the law; and that I, conse-
quently, stand exculpated of any offence. So far from believing that I was acting in violation of my duty, if, at the
time of Mr. Smith’s embarcation on board my vessel, he had told me that he had in his trunks samples of merchan-
dise, I should not have objected to his bringing them on board, under the conviction that the 23d article of our naval
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laws never contemplated the recognition of such a case. With all due deference to the court, I cannot conceive
that it is capable of being tortured into an offence. . ., . .

Perhaps it would have been prudent and perfectly justifiable in me, instead of soliciting this present trial, to have
urged its postponement until I could have procured the testimony of Mr. Smith and others who are now absent from
this country; but when I considered that my reputation was suffering, and had for two_years suffered, almost, if
not quite,as much from the slanderous reports put in circulation, I will not say, because I cannot prove by whom, I
found myself forced to apply for this_investigation unprepared as I am. I could not suffer much more from a con-
viction than I have already done; and I trusted to my innocence, and the imgossibility of proving the charges true,
for my acquittal. I hope I have not trusted in vain. To the members of this court I need not observe_ that the
honor of an officer is sensitive to the slightest whispers of slander, and to resist the blasting influence of this poison
is the duty of every man who feels that the reputation which is most valuable is that which is least suspected.

The accuser on this trial has sought to injure me; and, in the range of his influence, he has found his auxiliaries
amongst those who should have been the last to countenance insubordination. A certificate is on your table, signed
by all the ward-room officers of the Dolphin, who were under my command at the time, accusing me of a dereliction
of duty and of disgraceful conduct. This was done, knowingly too, subsequent to the accuser’s petition for my
arrest, and before Commodore Stewart had decided whether or not he would order a court. At that particular
Jjuncture the certificate was procured, and circulated on board the Franklin to my prejudice. . )

As a proof that its contents-had a more extensive circulation than the ward-room of the Franklin, I will read to
the court a note to a publication in the Richmond_Enquirer, published early in the month of January, 1823, a short
time subsequent to the arrival of the accuser at Norfolk, and evidently alluding to the same transactions for which
I am now arraigned. . . .

I will not take up the time of the court by commenting on the evidence produced against me. 'The first charge,
and the second specification under the second charge, are not proved; because it is not proved that I knew the con-
tents of the baggage brought on board my vessel by Captain Smith; nor is it proved that any plate or doubloons came
on board the Dolphin at Callao.

As it respects the testimony of the different witnesses upon the first specification under the second charge, no
two of them agree in the detail. Mr. Sawyer says I was not in the cabin at the time the contents of the trunks were
displayed, and that no one was on deck at the time the trunks were opened, and which he also says appeared to him
to be done only for the purpose of shifting the contents of one to the other, Captain Smith and myself only being
present at this time; and not one of the witnesses say that they have any knowledge of the articles being exposed
for sale or private traffic, as T am charged. Mr. Sawyer makes the sample package one foot by six inches, and Mr.
McCluney says it was three feet. What reliance can be placed on such evidence as to the description of the things
displayed, when they differ so widely in this as every thing else? They call them merchandise, but cannot state that
they were even intended for sale, as in fact they were not. And I trust that it will not be deemed an offence to
carry on board of our natjonal vessels the personal baggage of public messengers; or that the commanders of such
vessels shall be punished because they permit a public messenger to show his friends the contents of his trunks,
even though they should contain something more than his wearing apparel.

I might be justified in remarking upon the apparent disposition of the first four witnesses examined to exagge-
rate the quantity of baggage brought on board my vessel by Captain Smith. All of them at first said it consisted of
several trunks and packages, evidently meaning to convey the 1dea of there being a large quantity of merchandise;
but, when pressed by the court to enumerate, they came down to two or three trunks, a small parcel, a saddle, and
a bundle of bedding. This surely did not exhibit any disposition on their part to state the case fairly till forced by
a direct question from the court. ~ Nor will I say any thing on the glaring inconsistency of Mr. Sawyer, who says 1t
was the subject of repeated remark in the ward-room—the unusual quantity of baggage Captain Smith brought on
board; and yet, when asked if he thought it an unusual quantity, he answered he did not; nor could he give a reason
to the court why these remarks had been made.

Mr. President and gentlemen of the court, my defence is before you. The case at issue is so plain and simple in
all its bearings, that it needs none of the refinements of special pleading, nor none of that subtilty of argument required
by a weak and desperate cause. Relying upon your experience and intelligence, your principles as gentlemen, aund
your feelings as officers, I submit my cause, knowing that you will decide correctly between the accuser and the

accused.
D. CONNER.

THE NAVY OF THE UNITED STATES.
To the Editors of the Enquirer:

Amongst the various irregularities and abuses incident to all Governments, and from which even our own is
not altogether exempt, I am surprised that the attention of Congress has not been directed to a very illegal and per-
nicious practice existing in our navy, and probably connived atbby the Department presiding over 1t. I allude to the
well-known custom of our naval commanders of transporting in national ships the money and bullion of private
merchants on freight, and in appropriating that freight to their own private use. To pass over other instances, I
have it from good authority that Captain Downes, whilst he commanded the Macedonian in the Pacific Ocean, real-
ized by this means upwards of fifty-five thousand dollars; and, by the report of persons who have lately left our
squadron in that sea, Captain Stewart is in a fair way of pocketing a still larger sum.*

U. S. sarp Frangrin, VaLearaiso, Moy 6, 1822,

Sir:

You will proceed with the Dolphin, under your command, to Callao, touching at Arica or Molliendo on your
way. - At either of which places (most convenient) you will land Mr. Eliphalet Smith, who is charged with a des-
patch for General Ramirez, commander-in-chief of Upper Peru.

The accompanying packages you will please to deliver to Judge Prevost, whom you will find at Lima.
I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHARLES STEWART.

Lieut. Com. Davip ConxEer, Schooner Dolphin.

¢ I heard another report mentioned a few days ago, and in presence of a naval officer, which, for the honor of the service, I trust
is wholly unfounded, that not only bullion, but goods, had been transported by some of our ships on that station, to places, too,
where their importation was prohibited, and exposed to sale on their decks. It was added, that the Secretary of the Navy had
been informed of the fact. Can this be true? -
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18th ConerEss.] No. 257. [2d Session.

NAVAL REGISTER FOR THE YEAR 1825.

COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, MARCH 5, 1825,

Sir: Navy Derarvment, March 4, 1825,

I haye the honor to transmit to you, for the use of the honorable members of the Senate, sixty copies of the
Navgl Register for the year 1824, prepared in obedience to a resolution of the Senate, passed on the 13th day of De-
cember, 1815.

T have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD.
The Hon. the PresipeNT of the Senate.

REGISTER OF THE NAVY OF THE UNITED STATES FOR 1825.

CAPTAINS.

Names. Date of commission. ‘Where born. ‘Where stationed.
John Rodgers, March 5, 1799, Maryland, | Commanding Mediterranean squadron.
James Barron, =~ - May 22, “ Virginia, = | Commanding naval officer, Philadelphia.
William Bainbridge, May 20, 1800, N. Jersey, | President Navy Board.
Thomas Tingey, - November 23, 1804, England, Com’ding naval officer, Washington, D. C.
Charles Stewart,” - April 22, 1806, Penn. ‘Waiting orders.
Isaac Hull, - April 23, “ Conn. Commanding squadron, Pacific ocean.
Isaac Chauncey, - April 24, ¢ Conn. Commanding naval officer, New York.
David Porter, - July 2, 1812, Mass. Commanding West India squadron,
Jacob Jones, - March 3, 1813, Delaware, | Navy Commissioner.
Charles Morris, - March 5, “ onn. Navy Commissioner.
Arthur Sinclair, - July 24, “ Virginia, Commanding Norfolk station, Virginia.

Thomas McDonough,
Lewis Warrington, -
William M. Crane, -
James T. Leonard, -
James Biddle, -
Charles G. Ridgely,

Robert Trail Spence,
Daniel T. Patterson,

Delaware, | Frigate Constitution, Mediterranean.
Virginia, | West India squadron.

N. 3ersey, Com’ding naval officer, Portsmouth, N.H.
New York, | White Hall, Lake Champlain.

Penn. On leave of absence.

Maryland, | On leave of absence. )

New Hamp.! Commanding naval officer, Baltimore.
New York, | Mediterranean.

September 11, 1814,
November 22, ¢
November 24, ¢
February 4, 1815,
February 28, ¢
February 28, ¢
February 28, ¢
February 28, ¢
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Melancthon T. Woolsey, April 27, 1816, New York. | Frigate Constellation, West India station.
John Q. Creighton, April 27, i W, Indies, | Corvetie Cyane, Mediterranean.

John )ownes, - March 5, 1817, Mass. Frigate Guerriere, Norfolk.

John D. Henley, - March 5, ¢ Virginia, Frigate Macedonian, Norfolk.

Jesse D. Elliot, - March 27, 1818, Maryland, | Under orders.

Robert Henley, - March 3, 1825, Virginia, Rendezvous, Norfolk, .
Stephen Cassin, - ¢ s Penn. ‘Washington, District of Columbia.
James Renshaw, - ¢ b Penn. Navy yard, Gosport, Virginia.

Thomas Brown, - “ “ Delaware, | Rendezvous, Philadelphia.

Charles C. B. Thompson, ¢ “ Virginia, Rendezvous, Boston.

Alexander S. Wadsworth, e e Maine, Navy yard, Washington, Dist. Columbia.
George W. Rodgers, e “ Maryland, | Navy yard, Brooklyn, New York.
George C. Read, - « s Penn. On leave of absence.

13 13

Henry E. Ballard, - Maryland, | Rendezvous, New York.

Norze.—Officers on leave of absence have generally just returned from long cruises, but are subject to immediate orders.

MASTERS COMMANDANT.,

David Deacon, - - | December 10, 1814, - | N. Jersey, | Sloop Erie, Mediterranean.

Lewis Alexis, - - | December 10, ¢ - | France, On furlougi].

Sidney Smith - - | February 28, 1815, - | New York, | On leave of absence.

Samuel VVoo(ihouse, - | April 27, 1816, - | Penn. Receiving ship Alert, Norfolk.

William Carter, - - e “* - | N. Carolina,| Sloop Peacock, Pacific ocean.

Joseph J. Nicholson, - | March 5, 1817, - | Maryland, | Navy yard, Philadelphia.

Wolcott Chauncey, - - ¢ ce - | Conn. On leave of absence. .
Edmund P. Kennedy, - ¢ ¢ - | Maryland, | Sloop Hornet, West India station.
Alexander J. Dallas, - ¢ “ - | Penn. _ Corvette John Adams, West India station.
John B. Nicholson, - - « ¢ - | Virginia, Sloop Ontario, Mediterranean.

Beekman V. Hoffman, - ¢ ¢ - | New York, | New York station.

Jesse Wilkinson, - - | April 18, 1818, - | Virginia, Norfolk station.

George Budd, - 7 - | March 28, 1820, - | Maryland, | Commanding at Erie, Pennsylvania.
Thomas Ap Catesby Jones, ¢ ¢ --| Virginia, Inspector of ordnance for the navy.
John Porter, - - “ ¢ - | Maryland, | Navy yard, Portsmouth, New Hampshire.
William Bolton Finch, - ‘- « - 1 8. Carolina,| On leave of absence.

‘William B. Shubrick, - ¢ ¢ - | 8. Carolina,f Navy yard, Charlestown, Massachusetts.
Benjamin W. Booth, - “ “ - | Virginia, New York station.

Alexander Claxton, - ¢ « -} Penn. _ Rendezvous, Baltimore.

Charles W. Morgan, - | April 15, ee - { Virginia, North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
Lawrence Kearney, - | March 3, 1825, - | N.Jersey, | Ona survey of coast.

Foxhall A, Parker, - - “ ¢ - | Virginia, | On leave of absence.

Edward R. McCall, - “« .6 - | S. Carolina, | Philadelphia station.

Daniel Turner, - - & “ - | R. Island, % On leave of absence.

David Conner, - - “ «“ - [Penn. . | On leave of absence. . .
John Gallagher, - - ¢ “ - | Penn. Com’g sch’ner Shark, West India station.
Thomas Holdup Stevens, - “ ¢ - | 8. Carolina,| On leave of absence.
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Francis J. Mitchell, - | February 18, 1809, - { Virginia, Not on duty,
Raymond H. Perry, - | March 5, 1813, - |R. Tsland, New York station.
Henry S. Newcomb, ~ | July 24, “ - | N. Hamp. | Mediterranean squadron.
James P. Qellers, - - & (0 - | Penn. ‘West India squadron.
William M. Hunter, - “ i - | Penn. On leave of absence.
John D. Sloat, - - “ (C - | New York, | Com’g sch. Grampus, West India station.
Matthew C. Perry, - - o “ - | R. Island, [ North Carolina 74, first lient. __
Charles W. Skinner, - “ te - | Maine, | Com’g sch. Porpoise, West India station.
Joseph Wragg, - - (T [ - | 8. Carolina,| Norfolk, Virginia, station.
Samuel W, Adams, - “ & - | N. Hamp. | Sackett’s Harbor.
Frederick W. Smith, - & (T - | N. Jersey, | On furlough.
Otho Norris, - - “ s - | Maryland, | Baltimore station. .
John T, Newton, - - s 6 - | Virginia, | Com’ding brig Spark, West India station.
Samuel Henley, - - ¢ [ - | Virginia, ‘West India squadron. .
Joseph Smith, - - ¢ c - | Mass. On furlough.
Lawrence Rousseau, - ¢ “ - | Louisiana, | New Orleans, commanding,
George W. Storer, - - ¢ ¢ - | N. Hamp. | Portsmouth, New Hampshire.
Joseph Cassin, - - & “ - | Penn, Rendezvous, Norfolk.
Robert M, Rose, - - ¢ & - | Virginia, | Receiving ship Alert, Norfolk.
Beverley Kennon, - - “ o - | Virginia, | Frigate United States, Pacific ocean.
Edward R. Shubrick, - | October 9, “ - | S. Carolina,| Philadelphia station.
Charles A. Budd, - - | June 18, 1814, - |Penn. ‘White Hall, Lake Champlain.
Francis H. Gregory, - | June 28, “ - | Conn._ Navy yard, Brooklyn, New York.
John H. Clack, - - | December9, ¢ - | Virginia, | On leave of absence. =
Philip E. Voorhees, - - “ “ -|N. Eersey, North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
Benjamin Cooper, - - ¢ “ - | N. Jersey, | Receiving ship, New York.
William L. Gordon, - e e - | Virginia, Philadelphia.
Silas Duncan, - - & G - |N. ?lersey, On leave of absence.
James Ramage, - - € & - | Penn. On fiylough.
Dulany Forrest, - - “ (T - | Maryland, | On leave of absence.
David Geissinger, - - o “ - | Maryland, | Boston station.
Robert F. Stockton, - (L &« - | N. Jersey, | On leave of absence.
"Thomas S. Cunningham, - (o “ - | England, | New Orleans station.
Isaac McKeever, - - “ L - | Penn. Com’g sea gal. Sea Gull, W. I. station.
John Paul Zantzinger, - « R - |Penn. On leave of absence.
Charles E. Crowley, - “ (3 - | S. Carolina,| New York station.
William D. Salter, - - o “ - | New York, | On leave of absence.
Charles 8. McCauley. - ¢ “ - |Penn. | On furlough.
John H. Bell, - - o = - | N. Carolina,| Sloop Erie, Mediterranean.
Thomas M. Newell, - (T ¢ - | Georgia, On furlough. N
Elie A. F. Vallette, - - s < - | Virginia, Frigate Constitution, Mediterranean.
William A. Spencer, - “ & - | New York, [ New York station.
William Laughton, - - “ e - | Virginia, Frigate Constellation, West India station.
Nelson Webster, = - - “ “ - {Comn, Boston station.
Thomas T. Webb, - - “ [ - | Virginia, Receiving ship Alert, Norfolk.
John Percival, - - “ € - | Mass. _ Frigate United States, Pacific ocean.
John H. Aulick, - - “ “ - | Virginia, On leave of absence,
William V. Taylor, - “ [ - | R. Island, | Sloop Ontario, Mediterranean.
Mervine P. Mix, - - 6¢ ¢ - [ Conn., Com’g store ship Decoy, W. Indiastation.
Bladen Dulany, - - & o - | Virginia, Frigate Guerriere.
James McGowan, - - o & - | Virginia, Not on duty. .
Silas H. Stringham, - - ¢ s - | N. York, | Corvette Cyane, Mediterranean.
William A, C. Farragut, - & & - | Louisiana, | West India squadron.
George B. McCulloh, - ¢ “ - | Penn. Corvette Cyane, Mediterranean.
Stephen Champlin, - - o ¢ - | R. Island, | Newport, Rhode Island,
Isaac Mayo, =~ - - | February 4, 1815, - | Maryland, | North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
William K. Latimer, - [ ¢ - | Maryland, | Rendezvous, Philadelphia.
William Mervine, - - (3 ¢ - | Penn. Mediterranean squadron.
Thomas Crabb, = - - ¢ L - | Maryland, | Navy yard, Washington.
Edward B. Babbit, -~ - | May 1, “ - | Mass. On furlough. -
"Thomas Paine, Jun. - - | December 1, ¢ - | R. Island, { On furlough.
James Armstrong, - - | April 27, 1816, - | Kentucky, | Frigate United States, Pacific ocean.
Joseph Smoot, - - e [ - | Maryland, | Frigate United States, Pacific ocean.
Robert B. Randolph, - “ “ - | Virginia, North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
Samuel L. Breeze, - - “ & - | New York, | On leave of absence.
John Evans, - - “ ¢e - | N. Jersey, | Sloop Erie, Mediterranean.
Benjamin Page, Jun. - & o - | England, | Philadelphia.
John T. Ritchie, - - [ “ - | Maryland, | On leave of absence.
John A. Wish, - - e & - | 8. Carolina.| Charleston, South Carolina.
John Gwinn, < - ¢ o - | Maryland, | Navyyard, Charlestown, Massachusetts.
Thomas V. Wyman. - ¢ ¢ - | Mass. Frigate Constitution, Mediterranean.
James L. Morris, - - « ¢ - | New York, | On furlough.
Andrew Fitzhugl, - - ¢ . - | Virginia, North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
‘William M. Caldwell, - ¢ ‘“ - | Mass, Boston station.
John K. Carter, - - “ ¢ - | New York, [ New York station.
Joseph Cross, - - ¢ & - | Maryland, | Frigate Constitution, Mediterranean.
Abraham S, Ten Eick, - “ 6 - | New York, | West India squadron.
Thomas S. Hammersley, - ¢ o - { Maryland, | On leave of absence.
.]&l!ﬁ'Whgf,R bins. - :: “: - %}ass.l 4 goston scta.tion.ll W

/illiam M. Robins, - ~ | Maryland, rigate Constellation, West India station.
Hiram Paulding, - - “ o - | New York, | Frigate United States, Pacific ocean.
Jonathan D. “Filllamson, - “ “ - | N. Jersey, | North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
Uriah P. Levy, - - | March 5, 1817, -~ | Penn. Mediterranean squadron.
Enoch H. Johns, - - 6 ¢ - | Maryland, | On furlouih.
Charles Boarman, - - “ “ - | Maryland, | Com’g Sch. Weasel, West India station.
French Forrest, - - o “ - | Maryland, | Sloop Hornet, West India station.
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Edﬁar Freeman, - - | March 5, 1817, - | N. Jersey, | Erie station, Pennsylvania.
William E. McKenney, - ¢ “ - | New York, | Sloop Ontario, Mediterranean.
Willjam J. Belt, - - ¢ 6 - | Maryland, | On furlough.
Charles H. Caldwell, - ¢ “ - | Mass. ‘West India squadren.
William Jameson, - - ¢ e - | Virginia, ‘West India squadron.
‘William Boerum, - - “ “ - | New York, | West India squadron.
Charles L. Williamson, - ‘¢ “ - { N. Jersey, |‘On leave of absence.
Charles Gauntt, - - “ ¢ - | N. Jersey, | Philadelphia. .
William W. Ramsay, - 6« o - | Virginia, Sloop Peacock, Pacific ocean.
Ralph Voorhees, - - ¢ e - IN. ﬁérsey, On leave of absence.
Alexander Eskridge, - “ « - | Virginia, ‘West India squadron.
Ebenezer Ridgeway, - “ € - | Mass. On leave of absence.
"Thomas A. Conover, - “ & - | N. Jersey, | Sloop Erie, Mediterranean.
Archibald S. Campbell, - s¢ & - | Virginia, Navy yard, Gosport, Virginia.
William Taylor, - - c ¢ - | Virginia, North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
John C. Long, - - £ ée - { N. Hamp. | Sloop Peacock, Pacific ocean.
John H, Graham, - - o “ - | Vermont, | Rendezvous, New York.
Henry Ward, - - s ¢ - ass. Boston station.
Henry Henry, | - - “ é - | Maryland, | On.leave of absence.
Samuel W. Downing, - “ ®é - [ N. Jersey, | Frigate Constitution, Meditervanean.
Richard S. Hunter, - - < s - | N. Jersey, | Onleave of absence.
‘William Pottenger, - - ¢ “ - | Maryland, | West India squadron.
Henry W. Ogden, - - “ ¢ - | N. Jersey, | On leave of absence.
John H. Lee, - - e < - | Virginia, Rendezvous, Baltimore.
‘Walter Abbot, - - ¢ L0 - ass. Philadelphia, ill health. ,
James M. Mclntosh, - | April 1, 1818, - | Georgia, West India squadron.
Josiah Tatnall, - - [ « - | Georgia, Frigate Constitution, Mediterranean.
William T. Temple, - (L < - | Virginia, Baltimore station.
George McCawley, - - (0 “ - | Penn. Philadelphia station, ill health.
Hugh N. Page, - - ¢ “ - | Virginia, Sloop Peacock, Pacific ocean.
John A. Cook, - - s y - { Dist. Col. | Com’g schooner Fox, West India station.
William Inman, - - ¢ & - | New York, | On leave of absence.
Joel Abbot, - - “ &« - | Mass. On furlough.
Levwis E. Simonds, - - “ “« - | Mass. Boston station.
John M. Dale, - - “ “ -~ | Penn. Frigate Constellation, West India station.
Harrison H. Cocke, - - 4e “ - | Virginia, North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
William J. McCluney, - “ € ~ | Penn. On leave of absence.
Albert G. Wall, - (o i ~ | Virginia, Sloop Peacock, Pacific ncean.
Ephraim D. Whitlock, - b <6 « | N. Jersey, | On furlough,

ames Goodrum, - - ¢ [0 - | Virginia, Sloop Ontario, Mediterranean.
John B. Montgomery, - [ &« ~ | N. 3ersey, Sloop Erie, Mediterranean.
Horace B. Sawyer, - - “ “ - | Vermont, | Brig Spark.
Cornelius X. Stribling, - ‘e “ - | 8. Carolina,| Sleop Hornet, West India station.
James E. Legare, - - o e ~ | S. Carolina,| West India squadron.
Joshua R. Sands, - - “ R - | New York, | On leave of absence.
Allen Griffin, - - ¢ & - | Maryland, | North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
Frederick S. Gibbon, - ¢ & - | Virginia, Mediterranean squadron.
John J. Young, - - | March 28, 1820, - | New York, | New York station.
Charles H. Bell, - - (L o - | New York, | West India squadron.
Abraham Bigelow, - - « ¢ - | Mass. Rendezvous, New York.
Zachariah W. Nixon, - ¢ ¢ - | Mass. On furlough.
Henry C. Newton, - - ‘e ¢ - | Virginia, Sloop Ontario, Mediterranean.
Frank Ellery, - - “ « - | R.Tsland, | On leave of absence.
Frederick Varnum, - - s & - | Mass. West India squadron.
Frederick G. Wolbert, - o b - | Penn. Philadelphia.
Joseph R. Jarvis, - - ¢ « - | Mass. On furlough.
Thomas W, Freelon, - “ ‘e - | New York, | Independence 74, Boston.
Pardon M. Whipple, - & &« - | New York, | West India squadron.
James Williams, - - “ “ - | Maryland, | Sloop Peacock, Pacific ocean.
Samuel W. Lecompte, - “ « - | Maryland, | Mediterranean squadron.
Charles T. Platt, - - “ < - | New York, | West India squadron,
Wm. M. Armstrong, - | March 3, 1831, - | Kentucky, | Frigate Constitution, Mediterranean.
‘William F. Shields, - ¢ “ - | Georgia, Mediterranean.
Garret J. Pendergrast, - ¢ s - | Kentucky, | West India squadron.
William C. Nicholson, - & “ - | Maryland, | Frigate United States, Pacific ocean.
James B. Cooper, - | April 22, 1822, - | N. Jersey, | Philadelphia station.
J. 'W. Sherburne, acting, - | July 4, “« -t N. Hamp. | Surveying coast of Flerida.
Daniel H. Mackay, - - | January 13, 1825, - | New York, | North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
Edward W. Carpenter, - “ “ - | New York, | Sloop Erie. Mediterrauean.
John L. Saunders, - - “ s - | Virginia, Nortolk, Virginia.
Joseph B. Hull, Jun. - € k¢ - | Conn. Franklin 74, New York.
Jott S. Paine, - - e i - | Maine, ‘West India squadron.
John E, Prentiss, - - s @ - | Mass. New York.
Joseph Moorhead, - - 66 ¢ - | Ohio, West India squadron.
Samuel B. Phelps, - - ¢ ¢ - | Conn. Sloop Peacock, Pacific ocean.
‘William Y. Rodgers, - e o - | New York, | On furlough.
Thomas Pettigru, - - & & - | 8. Carolina,| Sloop Erie, Mediterranean.
Augustus Cutts, - - ¢ ¢ - | Maine, On farlough. . .
John 8. Chauncey, - - ¢ e - | New York, | Sloop Ontarlo, Mediterranean.
Irvine Shubrick, - - ¢ s¢ - 1S. Carolina, | Washington 74, New York.
Charles Ellery, - - ¢ ¢ - | R. Island, | On leave of absence.
Thomas R. Gerry, - - o ¢ - | Mass. On furlough.
John Kelly, - - ¢ “ - | Penn. Philadelphia.
Hugh Dulany, - - “« ¢ - | S. Carolina,| On furlough.
Edmund Byrne, - - ¢ ¢ - | Penn, ‘West India squadron.
Edward S. Johnson, - ¢ ¢ - I R, Island, | West India squadron.
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William H. Gardner, -+ January 13, 1825, -} Maryland, | West India squadron,
Frederick Jarrett, - - o ¢ - { Penn. Corvette Cyane, Mediterranean.
David G. Farragut, - - « ¢« - | Tennessee, | West India squadron.
Richard 8. Pin&mey, - & ot - | 8. Carolina,| On leaye of absence.
Stephen B. Wilson, - - ¢ e - | New York, | West India squadron.
Edward C. Rutledge, - ¢ v - { N. Carolina,| Charleston, South Carolina..
William 8. Harris, - - % o - | Kentucky, | On leave of absence.
Thomas Dornin, - - “ ¢ - | New York, | West India squadron.
Benjamin 8. Grimke, - “ «“ - | 8. Carolina,| West India squadron.
John P. Tuttle, - - ¢ “ - | Conn, West India squadron.
Robert B. Cunningham, - “ ¢ - { Virginia, West India squadron.
James Glynn, - - “ “ - | Virginia, West India squadron.
Joseph Myers, - - “ ¢ - | N. aarolina, Corvette Cyane, Mediterranean.
William C. Wetmore, - “ “ - | New York, | New York station.
William B. Nicholson, - v ¢ - | Maryland, | On leave of absénce.
Thomas R. Gedney, - “ ¢ - (8. Carolina,{ North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
John Bubier, - - u “ - | Mass. Frigate United States, Pacific ocean.
Victor M. Randolph, - ¢ 6 - | Virginia, ‘West India squadron.
Joseph Cutts, Jun. - - € e - | Maine, West India squadron.
Jacob Crowninshield, - ¢ “ - | Mass. On Jeave of absence.
Frederick Engle, - - “ “ - | Penn. ‘West India squadron.

homas S. Browne, - - ¢ c¢ -1 Conn, West India squadron.
Alexander J. Dallas Browne, “ G - { Conn, . Boston station.
Jesse Smith, - - “ s - | Mass, On furlough.
John H. Smith, - - “ “ - | New York, | West India squadron.
Francis Sanderson, - - “ & - | Maryland, | On leave of absence.
John Rudd, - - e “ - | R. Island, | West India squadron.
Robert Ritchie, - - “ s - | Penn, ‘West India squadron.
David R. Stewart, - - & o - | Maryland, | Sloop Oatario, Mediterranean.
William W, McKean, - “ “ -{Pernn. " | On Jeave of absence.
Benjamin Tallmadge, Jun. - « ¢ ~ | Connecticui| Frigate Constitution, Mediterranean.,
Franklin Buchanan, & “ « - | Penn. West India squadron.
Hubbard H. Hobbs, - - ¢ c - | Virginia, ‘West India squadron.
Samuel Mercer, = - - “ “ - { Maryland, | New York.
Charles Lowndes, - - v e - | 8. Carolina,] West India squadren.
Louis M. Goldsborough, - £ “ - | D. Colum, | On leave of absence.
George N. Hollins, - - s « . _|Maryland, | On furlough.
Duncan N. Ingraham, - ¢ ¢ - | S. Carolima, | On a survey, south.
John Marston, Jun. - - “ “ - | Mass. On leave of absence.
Henry Bruce, - - ¢ « - | Mass. ‘West India squadron.
William D, Newman, - ¢ s - { New York, | West India squadron.
Henry A. Adams, - “ @ - | Penn. On leave of absence.
Ales. B. Pinkham, - - “ € - | Mass. West India squadron.
‘William H. Homer, - ¢ i - | Mass. Frigate United States, Pacific ocean..
James D. Knight, - - “ “ - | S. Carolina,| On furlough.
Jos.eF.h Mattison, - - ¢ « - | New Jersey,| On leave of absence.
William S. Walker, - i ‘e - | N. Hamp. | Navy yard, Charlestown.
Alexander Slidell, - - ‘e ¢ - | New York, | On furlough.
James G. Boughan, - ¢ “ - | Virginia, Frigate Constellation, West India sq’dron.
George F. Pearson, - - é “ - | N. Hamp. | West India squadron.

SURGEONS.

Edward Cutbush, - - ! June 24, 1799, - | Penn. Naval hospital, Washington.
Samuel R. Marshall, - | January 16, 1800, - { Penm. Naval hospital, New York.
Lewis Heerman, - - | November 27, 1804, - | Germany, | Hospital, New Orleans.
Jonathan Cowdery, - - “ ‘e - | Mass. Rendezvous, Norfolk, Virginia.
Samuel D. Heap, - - ¢ “ - | Penn, Mediterranean.
Robert L. Thorn, - - | March 3, 1809, - | New York, | Navy yard, Portsmouth, New Hampshire.
William P. C. Barton, - | April 28, s - |Penn. | Philadelphia.
George Logan, - - | April 14, 1810, - | 8. Carolina,| Charleston, South Carolina, ill health.
Robert S. Kearney, - - | July 28, ‘¢ - | Ireland, Washington City, ill health.
Thomas Harris, - - | July s, 1212, - | Penn. Naval hospital, Philadelphia.
William Turk, - - | July 24, 1813, - [ New York, | Frigate Constitution, Mediterranean.
H‘yde {'. - - - ¢ “ - | Maryland, | Awaiting orders.
Walter W. Buchanan, - ¢ “ - | N. Jersey, | On furlough.
Gerard Dayers, - - « ¢ - | Flanders, | Boston station.
Benjamin_P. Kissam, - “ ‘e - | New York, | Corvette Cyane, Mediterranean.
John A. Kearney, - - ¢ s - | Ireland, avy yard, Charlestown, Massachusetts,
Baily Washington, - - L« & - | Virginia, | North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
Charles B. Hamilton, - { April 15, 1814, - { Virginia, Marine barracks, head-quarters.
William Swift, - - “ v - | Mass. New York rendezvous.
Richard K. Hoffman, - | July 186, v - | New York, | New York station.
Thomas B. Salter, - - | May 22, 1815, - { N. Jersey, | On leave of absence.
Peter Christie, - - | April 27, 1816, - | N.Jersey, | West India squadron.
Samuel Jackson - - | March 27, 1818, - [ New York, | Sloop Erie, Mediterranean.
Andrew B. Cool’{, - - “ “ - | New York, | Navy yard, Brooklyn, New York.
John H. Gordon, - - “ s - | Penn, Rendezvous, Philadelphia.
Leonard Osborne, - - ¢« b - | Maryland, | Sloop Ontario, Mediterranean.
Thomas Williamson, - € ‘e - | Maryland, | Hospital, Gosport, Virginia.
George S. Sproston, - e “ - | Maryland, } Baltimore station.
Elnathan J udson, - - ¢ e - { Mass. Corvette John Adams, West India station.
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Benajah Ticknor, acting, - | July 10, 1824, - | Vermont, | West India squadron,
Mordecai Morgan, do. - | ¢ ¢ - { Penn. Frigate Constellation, West India sq’dron.
Thomas J. Boyd, do. - ¢ ¢ - | Delaware, | West India squadron.
John 'W. Peaco, do. - « ¢ - | Maryland, | Philadelphia station.
‘William Birchmore, do. - ¢« ¢ - | England, Navy yard, Charlestown, Massachusetts.
SURGEONS’ MATES.

John Harrison, - January 16, 1805, - | Maryland, { Hospital, Washington, Dist. of Columbia.
William Belt, - - Sef)tember 23, 1811, - | Maryland, | Sloop Peacock, Pacific ocean.
Alexander M. Montgomery, | July 16, 1814, - | N. Jersey, | New York.
Benjamin A. Welles, - | December 10, ¢ - | Maryland, | Sloop Peacock, Pacific ocean.
‘William D. Conway, - e ¢ - | Ireland, On furlough.
Janies Norris, - - ¢ ¢ - | New Hamp.] Not on duty, ill health.
Charles Chase, - - o .66 - | Maine, Navy yard, Portsmouth, New Hampshire.
Thomas V. Wiesenthal, - ¢ e - | Maryland, | Sloop Hornet, West India station.
John S. Wiley, - - | December 20, 1815, - | Maryland, | Naval hospital, New York.
James R. Boyce, - - | April 27, 1816, - [ Virginia, | On leave of absence.
Richard Stevens, - - | December 28, 1818, - | New York,| Absent in Europe.
John Fitzhugh, Jun. - ¢ s - | Maryland, | Frigate United States, Pacific ocean.
David S. Edwards, - - ¢ “ - ] Conn. On leave of absence.
James Cornick, - - | March 28, 1820, - | Virginia, | On leave of absence.
William Williamson, - “ “ - | N. Jersey, | New York, ill health.
‘William D. Babbit, - - “ ¢ - | Mass. On leave of absence.
Joseph B. Stillman, - - “ “ - | Mass. Schooner Shark, West India squadron.
George Terrill, - - ¢ &« - | Virginia, Schooner Porpoise, West India squadron.
E. L. Duberry, - - | May 26, 1824, - | Penn, West India squadron.
Stephen Rapalje, - - ¢ ¢ - | New York, | West India squadron, -
John Hasleit, - - ¢ o - | 8. Carolina,| Brig Spark, West India station.
H. W. Bagsett, - - ¢ o - | Maryland, | West India squadron. °
‘Benjamin R. Tinslar, - “ & - | New York, | Frigate United States, Pacific ocean.
€. H.Van Brunt, - - e ¢ - | N. Jersey, | West India squadron.
‘Waters Smith, - - € \ - | Florida, FErigate Constitution, Mediterranean.
Isaac Hulse, - - “ « - | New York, | Hospital, Gosport, Virginia.
Cornelius Moore, - - “ ¢ - { New York, | Corvette Cyane, Mediterranean.
"Thomas J.. Bradner, - “ ¢¢ - | New York, | Frigate United States, Pacific ocean.
Benjamin F. Bache, acting, - | July 9, € - j Penn. North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
Samuel Biddle, do. ~ | July 10, ¢ - { Penn. Schooner Grampus, West India station.
Charles B. Jauéon, do. - | July 12, ¢é - | Penn. North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.

bert P, Macomber, do. - | July 13, ¢e - | R. Island, | Sloop Ontario, Mediterranean.
De Witt Birch, do. - | July 14, ¢ - | New York, | Frigate Constitution, Mediterranean.
Augustus A. Adee, do. -} July 15, ¢ - | New York, | Corvette John Adams, West India station.
John R. Chandler,” do. - | November 16, ¢ - | D.Columbia] North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
Thomas Dillard, do. - | November 30, ¢ - | Virginia, On leave of absence.
Apiusﬁn P. Beers, do. - “ “ - | New York, | North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
Richard Kennon, do. - | December1, - | Virginia, Frigate Constellation, West India sq’dron.
John H. Imlay, do. - - - - | N. Jersey.
‘William A. Browning, do.. - - - - | Missis. ‘West India squadron.

PURSERS.

Isaac Garretson, - - | April 25, 1812, - | Penn. Baltimore station.
Clement S. Hunt, - - ke ¢ - | Maryland, | Newport, Rhode Island.
Gwinn Harris, - - ¢ ¢ - | Maryland, | On leave of absence.
John H. Carr, - - “ “ - | England, Philadelphia. R
Nathaniel Lyde, - - “ ¢ - | Mass, Navy yard, Portsmouth, New Hampshire,
Samuel Hambleton, - - “ ¢ - | Maryland, | Frigate Congress.
Robert C. Ludlow, - - ¢ b - | New York, | Navy yard, %_har}estown, Massachusetts
John B. Timberlake, - “ ¢ - | Virginia, Frigate Constitution, Mediterranean.
Thomas I. Chew, - - ¢ “ - ass. ‘Washington 74, New York, ord.
Thomas Shields, - - ¢ o - | Delaware, | On leave of absence.
Lewis Deblois, - - ¢ « - | Mass. _ On furlough, Boston.
Francis A. Thornton, - o « - | Virginia, West India squadron.
James M. Halsey, - - ¢ “ - | New York, | North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
Edward Fitzgerald, - - bt e - { Penn. Franklin 74, New York, ord.
Alexander P. Darrah, - “ o - { Delaware, | Navy yard, Gosport, Virginia.
‘William S. Rogers, - - | February 26, 1813, - {R. Island, | Independence 74, Boston,ord.
Samuel P. Todd, ~ - - | March 1, “ - | Penn. Phlladel{rhxa navy yard and station,
George Beale, - - | July 24, “ - { Virginia, Erigale United States, Pacific ocean.,
James H. Clark, - - ot ¢ - | New York, | Frigate Guerriere, Norfolk, ord.
Joseph Wilson, - - &« “ - | Mass. On leave of absence.
Joseph B. Wilkinson, - | March 26, 1814, - | Kentucky, | New Orleans station. A
William Sinclair, - - “ “ - ass- Charleston, South Carolina, station.
John A. Todd, - - | March 1, 1815, - | Penn On leave of absence, -
Timothy Winn, - - | May 17, “ - | Mass. Navy yard, Washington, D. C.
‘William M. Sands, - - | May 20, o - | New York, | Sackett’s Harbor.
Joseph H. Terry, - - | June 6, o - | New York, | Corvette Cyane, Mediterranean.
Thomas Breese, - - | July 8, 6 - | R. Island, | On leaye of absence. .
Gardner Thomas, - - | July 12, ¢ - | Mass. Sloop Hornet, West India station.
.Ashton Y. Hump’hreys, - | July 22, ¢ - | Penn. Sloop Peacock, Pacific ocean.
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John Debree,* - - | December 29, 1817, - |N. Jersey, | Frigate Macedonian, Norfolk. A
Charles O. Handy, - - ¢ ¢ - |R. Island, | Corvette John Adams, W. India station.
Silas Butler, - - i ¢ - | New York, | Navy yard, Brooklyn, New York.
Edward N. Cox, - - { March 28, 1820, - |New York, | New York. .
Nathaniel H. Perry, - | March 28, 1820, - {R. Island, | Sloop Erie, Mediterranean.
J. N. Hambleton, - - | May 26, 1824, - | Maryland, | On leave of absence.
Joseph Watson, - - ¢ o - | Mass. On leave of absence.
William McMurtree, - ‘ ¢ - | Penn. Sloop Ontario, Mediterranean. .
Garret R, Barry, agting, | January 15, “ - | Penn. Schooner Grampus, West India station.
‘William P. Zantzinger, do. | August 2, ¢ - | Penn. Brig Spark, West India station. _
Daniel M. F. Thornton, do. | December 30, ¢ - | Virginia, Schooner Shark, West India station.

CHAPLAINS.
John Cooke, - - | May 19, 1812, - | England, Not on duty.
Cheever Felch, - - | May 12, 1815, - | Mass. Surveying.
Nathaniel Andrews, - | August 16, 1816, - { England, On leave of absence.
James Brooks, - - | December 28, 1818, - | Virginia, New York.
James Everett, - - { December 28, - | Mass. Navy yard, Charlestown, Massachusetts.
Addison Searle, - -1 April 27, 1820, - | N, Hamp. | On leave of absence.
Burgess Allison, - - | March 3, 1823, - | NewJersey,| Navy yard, Washington, D. C.
Cave Jones, - - | May 26, 1824, - | New York, | Navy yard, Brooklyn, New York.:
John McCarty, acting, - | July 30, ¢ - | New York, | Frigate Constitution, Mediterranean.
John W. Grier, do. - | October 18, b - | Penn. North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
MIDSHIPMEN.
George Adams, - - | January 1, 1818, - | Delaware, | Awaiting orders.
Henry J. Auchmuty, - | May 10, 1820, - | R.Island, | On leave of absence.
Isaac H. Abbot, - - | May 10, “ - | Maine, On leave of absence.
James W. Abbot, - - { May 1, 1822, - | Michigan, | Frigate Constellation, West india station.
Robert W. Alden, - - { May1, ¢ - | N. Hamp. | West India squadron,
Joseph Arnold, - - | March 4, 1823, - | Georgia, Frigate Constitution, Mediterranean.
Charles M. Armstrong, - “ “ - | N. Jersey, | Frigate Constitution, Mediterranean.
Gurden C. Ashton, - | December 9, - { Virginia, ‘West India squadron.
Mark ‘T. Anderson, - | January 1, 1825, - | Tennessee, ! Awaiting orders.
William H. Alexander, - | Marchl, ¢ - | Penn. Awaiting orders,
Samuel Barron, - - | January 1, 1812, - | Virginia, On leave of absence.
Russell Baldwin, - - | May 17, 1813, - | New York, | On furlough.
Timothy G. Benham, - | November 30, 1814, - |Conn. West India squadron.
Joseph Bowman, - - | July 8, 1815, - | Penn. ‘West India squadron.
Archibald R. Bogardus, - | December 26, - | New York, | On furlough. :
Oscar Bullus, - - | January 1, 1817, - { D. Columb.| Washington 74, New York.
Abraham Bennett, - -1 July 4, ¢ - | Delaware, | Franklin 74, New York.
Robert S. Bullus, - - | January 1, 1818, - | New York, | Awaiting orders.
George S. Blake, - - e ‘o - | Mass. n furlough.
Joshua Barney, - - e e - | Maryland, | Sloop Ontario, Mediterranean.
Theodorus Baily, Jun. - ¢ ‘e - | New York, | On leave of absence,
Joseph R. Blake, - - “ ¢ - { Virginia, Sloop Peacock, Pacific ocean.
T. McKean Buchanan, - | November 3,  ** - | Maryland, | Corvette Cyane, Mediterranean.
Edward B. Boutwell, - | March 3, 1819, - | Virginia, Sloop Ontario, Mediterranean.
Joseph R. Brown, - - | July 10, “ - | Penn. Philadelphia station.
John Q. Adams Boyd, - | December 13, ¢ - | D. Columb. | Frigate United States, Pacific ocean.
John E. Bispham, ~ -~ - | December 13, ‘¢ - | Penn. Frigate United States, Pacific ocean.
Samuel M. Breckenridge, - | December 15, - | Kentucky, On Teave of absence.
Edward O. Blanchard, - { May 10, 1820, - | Mississippl, | North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
Augustus Barnhouse, - | May 10, v - | Virginia, Frigate Constitution, Mediterranean.
Theodoric Bland, Jun. - | July 16, 1821, - | Maryland, | Awaiting orders.
John C. Bupner, - - i May1, 1822, - | New York, | Mediterranean squadron.
Patrick F. Bradlee, - - | September 1, ¢ - | Mass. Frigate United States, Pacific ocean.
John L. Ball, - - | December4, ¢ - | Virginia, North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
George Briard, - - | March 4, 1823, - [ N. Hamp. | West India squadron,
Robert L. Browning, - ¢ ¢ - | Kentucky, | West India squadron.
Henry H. Bell, - - | August 4, v - | N. Carolina,| Sloop Erie, Mediterranean.
Edward Boyd, - - | August 19, ¢ - | New York, { Sloop Erie, Mediterranean.
Junius Boyle, - - | August 27, ¢ - | Maryland, | Frigate United States, Pacific ocean.
John Randolph Bryan, - | October 4, ¢ - | Georgia, Stoop Peacock, Pacific ocean.
Owen Burns, - - | December 1, 1824, - | N. Carolina,| Awaiting orders.
Jared B. Beckham, - - ¢ ¢ - | Georgia, Frigate Constellation, West India station.
George M. Bache, - - { January 1, 1825, - | Penn.
Thomas Ballue, - - “ v - | Tennessee.
Anthony Y. Baker, - e “ - | Louisiana.
Joshua J. Boyd,” - - o ¢ - | Michigan.
Lloyd A. Buchanan, - | March 1, b - | Maryland.
Francis Bartlett, - - “ ¢ - | Vermont.
Joseph S. Cornwell, - - | January 1, 1812, - | New York, | Frigate Constellation, West India station.
Enos R. Childs, - - { June 18, ¢ - | Maryland, n furlough, sick.
Juseph 8. Cannon, - - | February 26, 1814, - | Delaware, | Frigate Constellation, West India station.
Charles B, Childs, - - | January 28, 1815, - [ New York, | On leave of absence.
‘William H. Campbell, - | May 30, 1816, - | Maryland, | Frigate United States, Pacific ocean.
James E. Calhoun, ]E; . - 1 May 30, o - 18.Carolina,! Frigate Constitution, Mediterranean.
n
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John Redman Coxe, Jun. - | July 4, 1817, - |Penn. On leave of7absence.
John Addison Carr, - | July 4, ¢ - | Marylaud, { North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
Samuel B, Cocke, - - | January 1, 1818, - | Virginia, ‘West India squadron.
John Cassin, - - | November 3, ¢ ~ | Penn. Sloop Erie, Mediterranean,
John Colhoun, - - | January 25, 1821, - | Penn. Frigate United States, Pacific ocean.
Thomas T. Craven, - | May 1, 1822, - | D. Columb. | Frigate United States, Pacific ocean.
Charles W. Chauncey, - | May 1, “ - | New York, { North Carolina 74, Mediterranean,
‘William C. Carrington, - | February 6, 1823, - [ N.Carolina,| West India squadron.
Horatio Nelson Cady, - | March 4, s - | New Hamp.| Frigate Constellation, West India station.
Philander F. Canedy, - w ¢ - { Yermont, | Corvette Cyane, Mediterranean.
Walter C. Cutts, - “ e - | Maine, Frigate United States, Pacific ocean.
Jerome Callan, - - w“ ‘e - | Penn. West India squadron.
Frederick Chatard, - - | November 16, 1824, - | Maryland, | North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
Charles Crillon, = - - | December 1, ¢ - | Penn. _
John B. Cutting, Jun. - | January 1, 1825, - | Virginia.
John C. Carter, - - « “ - | Kentucky.
James S. Crosby, - - “ “ - | Lounisiana.
Alfred Cutler, - - ¢ ¢ - { Indiana,
A. Chambers, - - “ b - | N. Carolina,
Richard S. Coxe, - - | March 1, e - ersey. . N
Samuel F, Dupont, - - | December 19, 1815, - | NewJersey,| North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
Albert E. Downes, - = | January 1, 1818, - |Mass. | Frigate United States, Pacific ocean.
Fitz Allen Deas, - = | July 4, 1821, - |8, Carolina,| Awaiting orders.
Nathaniel W. Duke, - | May 1, 1822, - | Kentucky, | Sloop Erie, Mediterranean.
Thomas Dimmock, - - | March 4, 1823, - |Mass. | Corvette Cyane, Mediterranean.
John A. Davis, - - [ s - I N. Carolina,] West India squadron.
John Doyle, - - | June 17, ‘% - | Maine, Brig Spark, West India station.
Charles H. Davis, - - | August 12, “ - | Mass, Frigate United States, Pacific ocean.
Charles H. Duryee, - - | August 19, & - | New York, | Sloop Erie, Mediterranean.
Ezra T. Doughty, - - | May 3, 1824, - | New York, | New York station.
Joseph O. Devezin, - - | October 16, c - | Louisiana, | New Orleans.
Henry Eiting, - - | January 1, 1818, - |Maryland, | On leave of absence. ,
Henry Eagle, Jun. - - | January 1, “ - | New York, | Sloop Erie, Mediterranean.
Francis B. Ellison, - - | May 28, 1819, - | New York, | Washington 74, New York.
‘William B. Everett, - | February 1, 1823, - |Maryland, | Navy yard, Charlestown, Massachusetts.
Thomas L. Emerson, = | March 4, o - | Vermont, | Sloop Ontario, Mediterranean.
Alex. H. Edwards, - - | March 4, “ - | Michigan, | Frigate Constitution, Mediterranean.
William Foster, ~ - - | February 4, 1814, - | NewJersey| West India squadron.
Lewis C. F. Fatio, - - | March 8, © 1822, - |Penn. West India squadron.
Andrew H. Foot, - - | December 4, “ - | Conn. Sloop Peacock, Pacific ocean.
Ebenezer Farrand, - - | March 4, 1823, - | New York, | West India squadron.
Archibald B. Fairfax, - | August 4, “ - | Virginia, ‘West India squadron.
Robert Fitzhugh, - - | January 1, 1825, - | New York, | Awaiting orders.
John J. R. Flournoy, - | March 1, “ - | Kentucky, | Awaiting orders.
James T. Gerry, - - | December20, 1815, - | Mass. n furlough.
William Green, - - | January 1, 1818, - | Virginia, West India squadron.
Alexander G. Gordon, - o e - 1 D. Colum. | Sloop Erie, Mediterranean.
‘William M. Glendy, - & ¢ - | Virginia, Sloop Ontario, Mediterranean.
Charles W. Gay, - - | October 27, “ - | Mass. Navy yard, Charlestown, Massachusetts.
John Graham, - - | February 27, 1819, - |Kentucky, | North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
Sylvanus Goden, - - { March 4, 8 - {Penn. ‘West India squadron. .
Farnefold Green, - - | May 1, 1822, - | N.Carolina,| Corvette Johu Adams, W. India station.
Alexander Gibson, - = | July 4, S - | Virginia, Frigate Constellation, West India station.
John J. Glasson, - - | February 1, 1823, - | New York, [ North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
Guert Ganssevoort, - = | March 4, “ - | New York, | Frigate Constitution, Mediterranean.
Israel S. Griffin, - - ¢ “ - | Maryland, | North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
William F. Grymes, - “ Ll - | Virginia, Frigate United States, Pacific ocean.
Helmuth J. Gaedicke, = | August 19, ¢ - 1 West Indies] West India squadron,
James B. Glentworth, - L ¢ - | Penn. Frigate Constitution, Mediterranean.
John R. Goldsborough, - | November 16, 1824, - |D. Colum. | North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
John Graham, - - { January 1, ~ 1825, - |Comnecticut| Awaiting orders. '
Archibald M. Green, - { March1, ¢ - | 'Virginia, Awaiting orders.
Levi M. Harby, - - | June 18, 1812, - | 8. Carolina,| West India squadron.
‘William L. Howard, - | January 10, 1815, - | New Jersey] Washington 74, New York.
William L. Hudson, - | January 1, 1816, - | New York, | On furlough.
Lucius C. Heylin, - - { January 1, 1817, - | Penn. On furlough,
Alexander H. Hopkinson, - | September 25, ¢¢ - | Penn. _ On leaye of absence.
Peyton T. Henley, - | January 1, 1818, - | Virginia, Norfolk. .
Stern Humphreys, - - i e - | New York, | Corvette Cyane, Mediterranean.
Andrew A. Harwood, - “ o« - | Penn, Frigate Constitution, Mediterranean.
Charles E. Hawkins, - | March 4, “ - { New York, | Frigate Constellation, West India station.
John Hamilton, - ~ | July 4, “ - | New York, | Awaiting orders.
James T, Homans, - - | December 3, 1819, - [ Mass. Surveying.
Cary H. Hansford, - - { May 10, 1820, - { Virginia, Navy yard, Gosport, Virginia.
Paul Hamilton Hayne, - «“ ¢ - | 8. Carolina,| On leave of absence,
Jefferson Hansford, - - | December 4, 1821, - [ Virginia, Sloop Peacock, Pacific ocean.
Thomas J. Harris, - - | May 1, 1822, - | Penn. Sloop Peacock, Pacific ocean.
‘William 'W. Hunter, - s ¢ - | Louisiana, | North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
John 'W. Hunt, Jun. - “o ¢ - | Kentucky, | Sloop Ontario, Mediterranean.
Samuel ¥, Hazard, - - | January 1, 1823, - | R. Island, | Sloop Peacock, Pacific ocean.
Edward Hoban, - - | February 1, ¢ - {D. Colum. | Frigate Constitution, Mediterranean.
Neil M. Howison, - - ¢e e - | Virginia, Sloop Peacock, Pacific ocean.
Edward M. Hubbard, - | March 4, “ - | Maine, Frigate Constellation, West India station.
James A. Hemphill, - “ s - { Penn. Frigate Constitution, Mediterranean.
John E. Holt, - - “ « - | Virginia, = | North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
C. P. C. Harrison, - - { June 4, ‘e - | West Indies] West India squadron.

s
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‘William C. Holmes, - | August 25, 1823, - [ Mass. Sloop Peacock, Pacific ocean.
‘William E. Hunt, - - | October 28, “ - | N. Jersey, | Frigate United States, Pacific ocean.
Henry Hoff, - - ¢ - | 8. Carolina,| West India squadron. _
Horatio M. Houston, - | May 12, 1824, - | Penn. North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
Charles M. Hopkins, - | August 9, “ - | Vermont, | North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
Georf;e M. Hooe, - - | October 21, ¢ - | Virginia, North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
Charles G. Hunter, - - | November 16, ¢ - | N. Jersey, | North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
William A. Howard, - | January 1, 1825, - [ Maine.
John S. Hart, - - o o - | Kentucky.
Robert B. Hitcheock, - “ ¢ - } Connecticut
George Hurst, - - € [ - {Penn.
Pleasant M. Huie, - - ¢ “ - | N. Carolina.
Mark Hale, - - | March 1, “ - | Vermont.
Timothy A. Huntt, - - [ (L - | Connecticut
George Izard, Jun. - - | January 1, 1818, - | Penn. On leave of absence.
Jonathan Ingersoll, - - | March'4, 1823, - | Conn. Corvette Cyane, Mediterranean.
Harry In,i:“ersoll,. - - | February 28, 1824, - |Penn. Awaiting orders.
William F. Irving, - | January 1, 1825, - | New York, | Awaiting orders.
Richard A. Jones, - - | June 18, 1812, - | Delaware, | Frigate Constellation, West India station.
Joshua H. Justin, - - { November 30, 1814, - | R. Island, | Awaiting orders.
Robert W, Jones, - - | January 1, 1818, - [ New York, | Franklin 74, New York.
Zachariah F. Johnston, - | January 1, €« - | Maryland, | West India squadron.
Charles H. Jackson, - | March¥4, “ - | Georgia, On leave of absence.
Kinsey Johns, - - | January 1, 1823, - | Maryland, | West India squadron.
Robert Jones, - - | March 4, ‘¢ - | Louisiana, | Corvette Cyane, Mediterranean.
John T'. Jenkins, - - “ “ - | New York, | Frigate Constitution, Mediterranean.
Stephen Johnston, - - | June 28, ¢ - | Ohio, | Frigate Constellation, West India station.
J os.el).h W. Jarvis, - - |-January 1, 1825, - | N.Carolina,| Awaiting orders.
William H. Kennon, - | January 1, 1817, - | Virginia, F r{%ate United States, Pacific ocean.
Stephen B. Kingston, - | January 1, “ - | Penn. Philadelphia station.
C. H. A. H, Kennedy, - { February 10, 1819, | Virginia, | North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
Augustus H. Kilty, - - | July 4, 1821, - | Maryland, | Awaiting orders.
Francis Ke{: . - - | May 15, 1823, - |D. Colum. | West India squadron. .
Thomas J. Leib, - - | September 1, 1811, - | Penn. Frigate Constellation, West India station.
Arthur Lewis, - - | January 1, 1817, - | Virginia, Sloop Peacock, Pacific acean. .
Andrew K. Long, - | January 1, 1818, - | Maryland, | Frigate Constellation,West India station.
John H. Little, - - « s¢ - | Maryland, | Onleave of absence.
‘William F. Lynch, - - | January26, 1819, - | Virginia, ‘West India squadron.
James L. Lardner, - - | May 190, 1820, - | Penn. On leave of absence. .
Edward S. Lewis, - - | May 10, ¢ - | Conn. Frigate Constitution, Mediterranean.
Samuel Lockwood, - < | July 12, ¢ - { Conn. Frigate Constellation,West India station.
Sidney Smith Lee, - - | December 30, ¢ - | Virginia, | North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
Nathaniel C. Lawrence, - | May 1, 1822, - | New York, | Frigate United States, Pacific ocean.
William Leggett, - - | December 4, ¢¢ - | IHinois, Corvette Cyane, Mediterranean.
James B. Lardner, - - « € - | Penn. West India squadron,
William B. Lyne, - - | March 4, 1823, - | N.Carolina,| Frigate Constellation, West India station.
Robert J. Livingston, - | April 15, 1824, - | New York, | Awaiting orders.
Joshua W. Larkin, - | December 1, ¢ - | N. Hamp. | Frigate Constellation,West India station.
Joseph Lanman, = - = { January 1, ~ 1825, - [ Connecticut] Awaiting orders.
William Lindsay, - - c & - | Alabama, | Awaiting orders.
Daniel S. McCawley, - | February 1, 1814, - | Penn. On furlough.
Robert F. Martin, - = - | May 1, b - | S. Carolina, | West India squadron.
Humphrey A. H. Morris, - | January 1, 1817, - | England, | On furlough.
George A. Magruder, - ¢ e - | Virginia, ‘West India squadron.
T, Jefferson Manning, - e ¢ - | New Jersey,} On leave of absence.
John Marshall, - - & 1818, - | Virginia, On leave of absence.
Alexander M. Mull, - ¢ & - { Maryland, { Sloop Ontario, Mediterranean.
Charles V. Morris, - - ¢ ¢ - | New York, | On leave of absence.
Henry W. Morris, - ~ | August 21, 1819, - | New York, | Frigate Constitution, Mediterranean.
John Manning, - - | May 1o, 1820, - | N.Carolina,| Sloop Peacock, Pacific ocean.
Richard D. Millen, - - ¢ ¢ - | Georgia, Frigate Constitution, Mediterranean.
Richard R. McMullin, - ¢ & - | New York, | Erigate Constellation, West India station.
John 'White Mooers, - “ ¢ - | New York, | Frigate Constitution, Mediterranean.
Richard Hunt Morris, - « ¢ - | Vermont, | Frigate Constitution, Mediterranean.
John H. Marshall, - - é e - | Virginia, Frigate Constitution, Mediterranean.
Francis Mallary, - -{May 1, 1822, - | Virginia, Norfolk station.
A. H. Mitchell, - - | March 4, 1823, - | Tennessee, | Awaiting orders. .
Charles H. McBlair, - ¢ ¢ - | Maryland, | Frigate United States, Pacific ocean.
‘William M. A. Moore, - | August 19, ¢ - | Virginia, Frigate Unifed States, Pacific ocean.
Samuel Evans Munn, - | August 27, ¢ - | New York, | Sloop Ontario, Mediterranean.
Albert McDaniel, - - “ “ - | D. Colum. | Frigate United States, Pacific ocean.

furray Mason - - { November 14, ¢ - | D. Colum. | Sloop Ontario, Mediterranean.
John Hall Mauisby, - | April 21, 1824, - | Maryland, | Frigate Constellation,West India station.
John Stoney Missroon, - | June 27, ¢ - | S. Carolina, | Frigate Constellation, West India station.
A. H. Marbury, - - | July 14, “ - | D. Colum.” | West India squadron.
‘William McBlair, - - | November 16, *¢ - | Maryland, | North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
Henry Mifflin, - - | December 1, ~ { Penn.
Augustus Marast, - - | January 1, 1825, - | Alabama.
Edward W. Moore, - « ¢ - | Virginia.
John Mitchell, - - | February 1, « - | Florida.
Matthew F. Maury, - ¢ “ - | Tennessee.
Henry Moor, - - { March ¢, ¢ - | Maine.
James U. Mg'rshall, - - ¢ ¢ - { Kentucky.
Robert H. Nichols, - - | September 1, 1811, - | New York, | West India squadron.
John 8. Nicholas, - - | June 6, 1815, - | Virginia, On furlough.
Joseph M. Nicholson, - | August 30, 1816, - | Maryland, | West India squadron.
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Frederick A. Neville, - | May 10, 1820, - | Ohio, On leave of absence.
Lioyd B. Newell, - - «© ¢ - | Georgia, Frigate Constitution, Mediterranean.
William H. Noland, ~ | December 13, 1823, - | Virginia, Sloop Ontario, Mediterranean,
James Noble, - - | May 27, 1824, - | Indiana, North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
Jefferson Naylor, - - | January 1, 1825, - | Missis. Awaiting orders.
‘William S. Ogden, - ~ | July 26, 1820, - | New York, | Onleave of absence.
Gabriel A. O%ﬁen, ~ | January 1, 1825, - | Penn. Awaiting orders.
Henry H. Ogden, - - | March 1, «“ - | New York, | Awaiting orders.
David H. Porter, - - | August 4, 1814, - [ Penn. ‘West India squadron.
John W. Palmer, - - | November 30, ¢ - | Conn. On leave of absence.
William P. Piercy, - - | March 15, 1815, - | Penn. ‘Waest India squadron,
John Pope. - - | May 30, 1816, - | Maine, Frigate Constitution, Mediterranean.
Levin M. i’owell, - - | March 1, 1817, - | Virginia, North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
Elisha Peck, - ~ | March 4, “ - | Connecticut| On leave of absence.
John H. Pleasonton, ~ | July 4, ¢ - | D. Columbiaj Sloop Erie, Mediterranean.
Reuben R. Pinkham, ~ | January 1, 1818, - | Mass. " | On furlough.
‘William Pearson, - - e ¢ - | New Jersey,| On leave of absence.
Hugh Y. Purviance, - | November3, ¢ - | Maryland, | North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
Henry Pinkney, - - “ “ - | Maryland, | Frigate United States, Pacific ocean.
Alexander F. Porter, - | March 19, 1819, - | Delaware, ; West India squadron.
James M. Prevost, - - | November 12, ¢ - 1New York, | On leave of absence.
Amasa Paine, Jun. - - | May 1, 1822, - | Vermont, | Frigate Constitution, Mediterranean.
Charles W. Pickering, - ¢ ve - | N. Hamp. | Baltimore. i
Lawrence Pennington, - | November 22, < - | Penn. Frigate United States, Pacific ocean.
‘William D. Porter, - - | January 1, 1823, - | Mass. Franklin 74, New York.
James S. Palmer, - - | January 1, 1825, - | New Jersey,| Awaiting orders.
Charles H. Poor, - - | March 1, ¢ - | Mass. Awaiting orders.
Samuel Renshaw, - - | July 4, 1805, - | Penn. Rendezvous, Philadelphia.
Edmund M. Raussell, - | June 18, 1812, - | Mass. On furlough.
John G. Rodgers, - - | July 4, 1817, - | Maryland, | Frigate Constellation,West India station.
John M. Rinker, - - | January 1, 1818, - | Pemn. On leave of absence.
Cadwalader Ringgold, - | March 4, 1819, - |Maryland.
Hillary Rhodes, - - | May 10, 1820, - | D.Columbia) Awaiting orders. X
Robert G. Robb, - - | September 6, 1821, - | Virginia, Frigate Constitution, Mediterranean.
Daniel L. Randolph, - | May 1, 1822, -{R. Island, | North Carolina 74, Mediterranean,
Quintin Ratcliffe, - - | February 1, 1823, - Virginia, Sloop Peacock, Pacific ocean.
Frederick Rodgers, - ~ | March 4, “ - | Maryland, | North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
William Rowan, = - - ¢ ¢ - | Ohio, ‘West India squadron.
H. E. V. Robinson, - - | March 4, ¢ - | Missouri, ‘West India squadron.
James H. Rowan, - - | August 19, ¢ - | New York, | Sloop Ontarie, Mediterranean.
Horatio N. Russell, - | January 1, 1825, - | Mass.
Charles S. Renshaw, - “ ¢ - | Penn.
John A. Russ, - - | Mareh 1, « - | Maine.
William Radford, - - “ “ - | Missouri. .
John Swartwout, - - | November9, 1813, - |New York, | Sloop Peacock, Pacific ocean.
Henry D, Scott, - - { May 30, 1816, - | Maryland, | Awaiting orders. .
‘William Seton, - - | July 4, 1817. - | New York, | Corvette Cyane, Mediterranean.
Thomas O. Selfridge, - { January 1, 1818, - | Mass. North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
Albert G. Slaughter, - | November3, ¢ - | Virginia, On leave of absence.
Isaac 8. Sterrett, - - | March 24, 1819, - |Maryland, | North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
Thompson D. Shaw, May 10, 1820, - | Penn. On furlough. i
Samuel Swartwout, - - “ “ - [ New York, | Frigate Constitution, Mediterranean.
‘Thomas Sands, - - ¢ ¢¢ - | Maryland, | West India squadron.
Charles F. Shoemaker, - “ “ - | Penn. West India squadron.
Joseph Stallings, - - “ ‘@ - | Maryland, | West India squadron. i
Samuel W. Stockton, - | December 1, 1821, - | New Jersey,| Frigate United States, Pacific ocean.
Sanford A. Street, - - | March 4, 1822, - | New York, | Sloop Ontario, Mediterranean. .
David M. Stokes, - -1 May1, “ - | N. Carolina,| Frigate Constellation,West India station.
Francis Stone, - - “ “ - | New Jersey,| West India squadron.
Edward Schermerhorn, - « “ - | New York, | Frigate United States, Pacific ocean.
William J. Slidell, - - | January 1, 1823, - [ New York, | North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
Philip A. Stockton, - - | February 1, “ - | N. Jersey, | Frigate Constitution, Mediterranean. _
Arthur Sinclair, Jun. - | March 4, “ - | Virginia, | Erigate Constellation, West India station.
‘William Smith, - - s ¢ . | Kentucky, | West India squadron.
Henry Skinner, Jun. - “ “ - { Penn. West India squadron.
Gray Skipwith, - - ¢ “ - | Tennessee, | Frigate Constitution, Mediterranean.
Augustus R. Strong, - | June 20, ¢ - | Ohio, Frigate United States, Pacific ocean.
Lloyd L. Spillman, - - | August19, e - | Virginia, Sloop Peacock, Pacific ocean.
Jon. W, Swift, - - | August 25, ¢ - | Mass. Corvette Cyane, Mediterranean.
Parmenio Shuman, - - | May 1¢, 1824, - |Maryland, | Awaiting orders. i
. Carey Selden, - - | November 16, ¢ - | Virginia, North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
James Southard, - - “ ¢ - | N. iersey, North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
James B, Sullivan, - - | December 1, ¢ - | Mass. Awaiting orders.
Benjamin 8. Slye, - - | Jauuary 1, 1825, - | D, Colum. | West India squadron.
John C. Sharp, - - “« s -~ | Virginia, Awaiting orders.
N. P. Slaughter, - - | March 1, ¢ - | Kentucky, | Awaiting orders.
William B. G. Taylor, - | Februaryjl3, 1815, - [ N. Carolina| On furlough.
Alexander Thompson, - | October 26, “ - | New York, | West India squadron.
John Leeds Thomas, - | January i, 1818, - | Maryland, { On furlough.
Griffin Tompkins, - | July 11, ¢ - | New York, | Norfolk station.
Elias Taylor, - - | January 1, 1819, - |NewJersey,| West India squadron.
Robert D. Thorburn, - | March 30, 1820, - | Virginia, | North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
Charles C. Turner, - - | May 10, ¢ - | Virginia, Frigate Constitution, Mediterranean.
Edward J. Tilton, - - | May 1, 1822, - | Delaware, | Frigate Constellation, West India station.
Henry Knox Thatcher, - | March 4, 1823, - {Maine, - | Frigate United States, Pacific ocean.
Benjamin J. Totten, - “ ¢ - I Ohio, Corveite Cyane, Mediterranean.
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MIDSHIPMEN—Continued.

Names. Date of warrant. Where born. ‘Where stationed.
John W, Turk, - March 4, 1823, New York, | Frigate Constellation, West India station.
(13 X3

R.Island, | Awaiting orders.
Maryland, | Frigate United States, Pacific ocean.
Virginia, North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.

Peter Turner, -
Charles A. Thompson,

Angust 27, ¢
Bushrod W. Turner,

October 21, 1824,

Alfred Taylor, - January 1, 1825, Virginia.

Paul H. Trapier, - * b S. Carolina.

‘William R. Trotter, ¢ s Kentucky.

Henry Tonley, - ¢ s Missis, . .

George P. Upshur, - April 23, 1818, Virginia, Frigate United States, Pacific ocean.
James K. Vallette, - June 1, 1815, Penn. West India squadron.

Gersham J. Van Brunt, January 1, 1818, New Jersey,| West India squadron.

Alexander Vandyke, May 10, 1820, Tennessee, | North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.

H. H. Van Rensselaer, New York, | Schooner Dolphin, Pacific ocean.
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Edward M. Vail, - December 1, 1821, France, Sloop Ontario, Mediterranean.
Richard R, Usher, - March 4, 1823, New York, | Navy yard, Charlestown.
Pedro Cariera Valdes, June 16, ‘e Chili, Frigate United States, Pacific ocean.

Virginia, West India squadron. i
Maryland, | Frigate Constellation, West India station.
Virginia, ‘West India squadron.

Maryland, | On leave of absence.

‘William 8. J. Washington, | February 5, 1812,
Clem. S. Whittington, June 18, e

George F. Weaver, - August 3, 1816,
James P, Wilson, - Janua‘ry 1, l§‘17,

Charles E. Wadsworth, “

December 1, D.Columbial On leave of absence.

William G. Woolsey, - Penn. Franklin 74, New York.

Charles Wilkes, Jun. - ¢ 1818, New York, | On furlough.

Dudley Walker, - - | May 8, ¢ Mass. Navy yard, Charlestown.

John W, West, _ - - | November 3, ¢ Penn. West India squadron,
William Conway Whittle, - | May 10, 1820, Virginia, Navy yard, Gosport, Virginia.
Hampton Westcott, - «“ “ New Jersey,| Sloop Erie, Mediterranean.

Simon W. Walsh, - - | February 13, 1821, Missis. On leave of absence,

Edwin Welsh, - -1 May1, 1822, Alabama, | West India squadron.

George J, Willard, - - ¢ ¢ Ohio, Awaiting orders.

James M. Watson, - - | February 1, 1823, Virginia, Sloop Peacock, Pacific ocean.
George B. Wilkinson, - ‘e “ Virginia, North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
James H, Ward, - - | March 4, “ Connecticut| Frigate Constitution, Mediterranean.
Gabriel G. Williamson, - | June 2, 1824, Virginia, North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
T. M. Washington, - | October 21, ¢ Maryland, | North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
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Dudley G. Woodbridge, January 1, 1825, Mass. Awaiting orders.

William J. Wiswall, ¢ “ New York, | Awaiting orders.

Thomas S. Wayne, “ ¢ Georgia, ‘West India squadron.

Edward Worthington, - | March 1, e Kentucky, | Awaiting orders.

‘William W. Whetcroft, acting| - - - Maryland, { West India squadron,

Thomas H. Yeatman, -1 May 1, 1822, Ohio, Frigate Constellation, West India station.

John Young, - - | March 4, 1823, Penn. Corvette Cyane, Mediterranean.
SAILINGMASTERS.

Edward Barry. -

February 28, 1809,
Abraham B. Bioodgood,

Ireland, Navy yard, Washington.
June 25, 1812,

New York, | New York station.

Cornelius Bennett, - December 9, Mass. Newport, Rhode Island.

Salvadore Catalani, - August 9, 1809, Sicily, Navy yard, Washington, D. C.
Jobn Clough, - July 3, 1813, Mass. Receiving ship, New York.

Alex. Cunningham, - November 15, 1815, S. Carolina, | Norfolk, Virginia. ‘
John Carlton, - July 4, o Mass. Frigate United States, Pacific ocean.
Peter Carson, - November 1, 1816, Penn. North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
Biscoe S. Dozey, - June 24, l§‘12, Maryland, | Baltimore.

Marmadunke Dove, August 29, Maryland, | Navy yard, Washington, D. C.

Daniel Dobbins, - September 16, ¢ Penn. Awaiting orders.
George F, de la Roche, Aungust 3, 1813, New York, | On furlough.
Shubzel Downes, - September 12, *¢ Mass. Boston station. .

Richard Dealy, -
S. J. Dusenberry, -
Francis H. Ellison, -
Jonathan D. Ferris, -
Augustus Ford, -

December 6, 1814,
June 2, 1821,
July 3, 1813,
Febroary 28, 1809,
March 28, 1810,

Ireland, On furlough.

New York, | Ohio 74, New York.

England, Navy yard, Brooklyn, New York.
WNew York, | New Orleans.

R. Island, | Sackett’s Harbor.

James Ferguson, - May 27, 1814, New York, | Awaiting orders.

Samuel C. Hixon, - April 30, 1814, Mass. Boston station.

Daniel Jones, - May 8, 1812, England, Steam frigate Fulton.

‘William Knight, - October 2, 1799, Penn. Navy yard, Philadelphia.
Simon Kingston, - June 29, 1812, England, Philadelphia.

Robert Knox, - July 20, “ Mass. Navy yard, Charlestown.
Joseph Lindsay, - March 17, 1814, Mass. ‘White Hall, Lake Champlain.
Jacob Mull, - February 13, 1809, Maryland, | North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
Francis Mallaby, - July 3, 1813, New York, | On furlough.

William T, Malbone, April 4, 1814, R. Island, | Surveying

Philip 8. Meyer, - November 18, ¢ New York, | On furlough.

‘William Miller, - January 28, 1815, Scotland, | Philadelphia.

Alex. W. Macomb, -
David Phipps, -
Lewis B. Page, -

July 25, 1818,
January 1, 1801,
March 9, 1809,

New York, | On furlough.
Maine, Steam frigate Fulton.
Virginia, Navy yard, Gosport, Virginia.
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James B. Potts, July 24, 1812, England, Navy yard, Gosport, Virginia.

William W, Polk, July 18, 1814, Maryland, | Receiving ship, New York.

N. A. Prentiss, acting, January 22, 1823, Mass. Navy yard, Portsmouth, N. Hampshire.
John Quinn, - November 1, 1816, Penn. On furlough.
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Thomas Rutter, - November 9, 1813, Maryland, | On furlough.
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SAILINGMASTERS—Continued.

Names. Date of warrant. ‘Where born. ‘Where stationed.
John Robinson, - - | November 27, 1815, - | Mass. Boston station. .
Nathaniel Stoodley, - - | August 14, 1813, - [ N. Hamp. | Navy vard, Portsmouth, N, Hampshire.
Daniel 8. Stellwagon, - | May 14, 1814, - | Penn. Philadelphia. .
Robert S. Tatem, - - | July 21, ¢ - | Penn. Navy yard, Gosport, Virginia.
James Tewksbury, - - | December14, 1815, - | Mass. Erie, Pennsylvania.
‘William Va‘u&han, - - | August 22, 1812, - | Penn. Sackett’s Harbor.
Charles F. Waldo, - - | March 10, 1813, - | Mass. Navy yard, Charlestown.
Joseph Williston, - - | November 26, 1814, - | Mass. Frigate Constitution, Mediterranean.
Nahum Warren, - - | February 6, 1815, - | N. Hamp. | Corvette Cyane, Mediterranean.
Henry Worthington, - | May 2, ¢ - | Maryland, | New York station.
BOATSWAINS.
James Banks, - - | July 21, 1817, - | New York, | New York station.
John Ball, - - | October 14, 1824, - - Frigate Constitution, Mediterranean.
Stephen G. Clark, - - | January 1, 1817, - | Mass. Navy yard, Charlestown.
Eli bill, - - | June 25, 1818, - - On leave of absence.
James Evans, - - | January 1, 1819, - | Penn. Frigate United States, Pacific ocean.
David Eaton, - - | August 8, 811, - - . Navy yard, Washington.
Simon Jordon, - - | October 9, 1819, - - Navy yard, Brooklyn, New York.
Edward Linscott, - - | March 29, 1809, - | Maine, Navy yard, Gosport, Virginia.
James Menzies, - - | December 15, 1819, - | Mass. North Carolina 74, Mediterranean,
Thomas R. Smith, - - | November 5, 1814, - - New York station.
‘William Smith, - - | January 1, 1819, - [Mass. Corvette Cyane, Mediterranean.
John Smith, - - | December 7, ¢ - | Maryland, | Sloop Ontario, Mediterranean.
James Thayer, - - | April 1, 1822, - | New York, | Sloop Hornet, West India station.
John Woods, - - | July 8, 1815, - - Navy yard, Philadelphia.
David Wesley, - - | June 8, 1822, - - Corvette John Adams, West India station.
John Welsh, - - | January 4, 1823, - - Schooner Porpoise, West India station.
GUNNERS.
J. Andrews, - - | November 24, 1823, - - Corvette Cyane, Mediterranean.
Thomas Barry, - - | July 2, 1814, - | Penn. Navy yard, Washington.
James Bogman, - - | December 14, 1815, - | R.Island, | Navy Yard, Gosport, Virginia.
John Blight, - - ay 3, 1821, - | New York, | Navy yard, Brooklyn, New York.
James Cosgrove, - - | August 30, 1813, - | Virginia, Navy yard, Brooklyn, New York.
John Fair, - - | July 8, 1815, - Ené’land, Awaiting orders.
George Jackson, - - | February 2, 1810, - | N.Carolina,] New Orleans.
Stephen Jones, - - | May 6, 1813, -~ | New York, | Steam frigate Fulton, New York.
Johun Lord, - - | June 17, 1817, - | Mass. Frigate Constitution, Mediterranean,
George Marshall, - - | July 15, 1809, - | Greece, North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
‘Walter Corcoran, - ~ | June 8, 1822, - | Ireland, Sloop Hornet, West India station.
Samuel Hebbard, - - | Janmary 23, ¢ - - Sloop Erie, Mediterranean.
Elijah Whitten, - - | January 1, 1818, - | Mass. Sloop Peacock, Pacific ocean.
Thomas Stanley, - - | August 16, 1823, - | England, ‘West India squadron,
Samuel Butler, - - | December 6, 1824, - - Frigate Constellation,West India station.
Asa Curtis, - - | March 1, 1825, - - Navy yard, Charlestown.
CARPENTERS.
Thomas Armstrong, ~ | June 17, 1822, - |Penn. North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
John Deacon, - - - - - - - Schooner Shark, West India station.
Zaccheus R. Fuller, - - | April 12, 1815, - | Mass. Boston station, sick.
John Fisher, - ~ | March 20, 1823, - { Virginia, Awaiting orders. .
John Justic - - | December 12, 1820, - | N. Jersey, | Erie station, Pennsylvania. .
Samuel Phﬁii Sy - - | May 24, 1821, - | N. Jersey, | Frigate Constellation, West India station.
Nehemiah Parker, - - | January 27, 1820, - | Mass. Navy yard, Charlestown. .
John Snider, - - | January 1, 1818, - |Pemn. _ Corvette John Adams, West India station.
‘William E. Sheflield, - | April 8, 1820, - | Connectic’t,| New York station. .
Richard Thomas, - - | January 22, 1814, - - Frigate Constitution, Mediterranean.
SAILMAKERS.
Nathan S. Angell, - - {Junel, 1822, - | Connecticut| Navy yard, Gosport, Virginia.
‘William H, Baldwin, - { May 21, 1817, - | N.Carolina,| Awaiting orders.
Samuel B. Bannister, - | June 24, o - | Mass. Awaiting orders.
Benjamin B. Burchsted, - | April 5, 1821, - | Mass. Awaiting orders. X X
James R. Childs, - - | June 8, 1822, - { Maryland, | Sloop Hornet, West India station.
Charles Cassell, - - | September 27, 1813, - | Genoa, Navy yard, Washington.
Isaac Hall, - - | April 1, 1822, - | Maryland, | North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
N, B. Peed, - - | October 22, 1823, - | Virginia, Frigate United States, Pacific ogean. )
Amos Lewis, - - | January 3, 1825, - | Mass. Frigate Constellation, West India statior.
Henry Van Voorhees, - | August 11, 1819, - - Sloop Peacock, Pacific ocean.
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UNITED STATES® MARINE CORPS.
LIEUTENANT COLONEL COMMANDANT.
Names. Date of commission.| Date of brevets.] Where born. ‘Where stationed.
Archibald Henderson, - | Oct. 17, 1820, - Virginia. Head-quarters.
CAPTAINS.
Richard Smith, - - | March 13, 1812, | Major by brev.
| June 18, 1814,] Maryland, | New York.
Robert D. Wainwright, - | Sept. 29, 1812, | Major by brev. )
March3,1823,] 8. Carolina,{ Boston.

William Anderson, - - | June 18, 1814, - Penn. Norfolk, Virginia.
Samuel Miller, - - “ “ * | Major by brev. .

‘ Aug. 24, 1814,| Mass, Philadelphia.
John M. Gamble, - - “ ¢ {Major by brev.| N. Jersey, | Under orders.
Samuel E. Watson, - - | March 28, 1820, - Virginia, | Portsmouth, New Hampshire.
‘William H. Freeman, - 1 July 17, 1821, - Connecticut{ New York.
Joseph L. Kuhn, P. M. - | June 28, 1823, - Maryland, | Head-quarters.
Charles R. Broom, - - | March 7, 1824, - Delawate, | North Carolina 74.

FIRST LIEUTENANTS.
Names. Date of commission. ‘Where born. ‘Where stationed.
(]
Levi Twiggs, - - | June 18, 1814, - | Georgia, Philadelphia.
John Harris - - L« “ - | Penn._ Boston.
Thomas A. Linton, - - { April 18, 1817, - | Virginia, Norfolk, Virginia.
Richard T. Auchmuty, - ¢ “ -l R. Tsland, Head-quarters.
James Edelin, - - & « - | Maryland, | Frigate United States, Pacific ocean.
P.G. Howle, A. & L., - ¢ ‘e - { Virginia, Head-quarters.
Elijah J. Weed, Q. M. - | March 3, 1819, - | Penn. Head-quarters.
Joseph C. Hall, - - ¢ 6 - | Maryland, | Navy yard, D. C. commanding.
William W. Dulany, - 1 June 19, L - | D. Columb.| Frigate Constellation, West India statien.
Thomas S. English, - - | August 11, ¢¢ - | Mass. Philadelphia.
Henry W. Gardner, - | September 30, ¢ - | Mass. Frigate Counstitution, Mediterranean.
Thomas B. Barton, - - { October17, 1820, - | Penn. ‘West India squadron.
George W. Walker, - | March 3, 1821, - | D. Colum. | New York.
Charles Grymes, - - | July 20. “ - | Virginia, Head-quarters.
George D. Brewerton, - Septemi)er 17, - | New York, | Philadelphia.
Ward Marston, - - { October 30, ¢¢ - | Mass. Boston.
Charles C. Tupper, - - | January 21, 1822, - { Indiana, Head-quarters.
Augustus A. Nicholson, - | May 27, ¢ - | S. Carolina,} North Carolina 74, Mediterranean.
James McCawley, Jr. - | October &, ¢ - | Penn. Sleop Hornet.
Benjamin Macomber, -} April 2, 1823, - | R. Island, | Corvetté Cyane, Mediterranean.
Abraham N. Brevoort, - | September 26, ¢ - | New York, | Sloop Erie, Mediterranean.
Samuel S. Coejeman, - | March 8, 1824, - | N. Jersey, | Sloop Peacock, Pacific ocean.
Andrew Ross, - - { October 1, b - { Louisiana, | West India squadron.
‘William A. Bloodgeod, - - | December1, ¢ - | New York, | Boston.
SECOND LIEUTENANTS.

Richard Douglass, - - | May 10, 1822, - | Penn. Philadelphia.
Job G.Williams, - - ¢ ¢ - | Mass. Philadelphia.
Charles F. Spering, - - “ o - | Penn. Sloop Ontario.
Alvin Edson, - - s “ - { Vermont, | Boston.
Horatio N. Crabb, - - “ “ - | Penn. Corvette John Adams, West India station.
John Lowx;i:, - - b “ - | Virginia, | On sick furlough.
Hem‘ﬁ B. Tyler, - - | March 3, 1823, - | Virginia, Frigate Constitution, Mediterranean.
Juseph Le C. Hardy, - ¢ ¢ - | New York, | New York.
George F. Lindsay, - - | April 1, “ - | Virginia, | New York.
William A. Randoiph, - | July 30, ¢ - | 8. Carolina,| Head-quarters.
Landon N. Carter, - - | May 26, 1824, - | Virginia, Mediterranean.
John G. Reynolds, - - . ¢ - { New Jersey,| Portsmouth, New Hampshire.
Henry W. Fowler, - - ‘e “ - | New York, | Head-quarters.
‘William T. Bourne, - | October 1, ¢ - { Mass. Norfolk, Virginia.
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NAVAL AGENTS.

Names. Date of commission. ‘Where born. ‘Where residing.
Enoch G. Parrott, - - | April 23, 1821, - | N.Ramp. | Portsmouth, New Hampshire.
Amos Binney, - - - | February'ts, ¢ - Mass. | Boston.
Joseph Hull, = - - - | March 3, i - | Connecticuti Middletown, Connecticut.
James K. Paulding, - - - | January 8, 1824, - | New York, | New York.
George Harrison, - - | March 3, 1821, - | Penn. Philadelphia.
James Riddle, - - “ ¢ - | Delaware, | Newecastle, Delaware.
James Beatty, - - - “ b - | Maryland, | Baltimore.
John Randali, - - - “ “ - | Maryland, | Annapolis, Maryland.
Miles King, - - - | May 2, 1822, - | Virgmia, | Norfolk, Virginia.
John P. Henry, - - March 3, 1819, - | Georgia, Savannah, Georgia.
Nathaniel Cox, - - - | January 3, 1825, - | Louisiana, | New Orleans.
Richard McCall, - - - |- - - - { Penn. " Gibraltar, Mediterranean.
Baring, Brothers, & Co. - - - - - - | England, k London.

Norz.—Naval agents receive ““one per cent.”” on their expenditures, not to exceed two thousand dollars.

NAVAL STOREKEEPERS.

Names. Where born. . Where residing . Salary.
John P. Decatur, - - | Maryland, - - | Navyyard, Portsmouth, N. H. $1,500
George Bates, - - | Massachusetts, - - | Charlestown, Mass. - 1,700
Tunis Craven, - - | New Jersey, - - | Navy yard, Brooklyn, N. Y. 1,700
Robert Kennedy, - - | Pennsylvania, - - | Philadelphia, - - 1,200
David Brearly, - - | New Jersey, - - | Navy yard, Washington, - 1,700
Gabriel Gault, - - | Virginia, - - | Navy 8ax'd, Gosport, Virginia, 1,700
Samuel T. Anderson, - | Maryland, - - | New Orleans, - - 1,700
NAVAL CONSTRUCTORS.
William Donghty, - - | Pennsylvania, - - | Washington City, - - $2,300
John I_*‘lo({d, - - | New York, - - | New York, - - 2,000
Francis Grice, - - - - - - | Gosport, Va. - - 2,000
VESSELS OF WAR OF THE UMITED STATES’ NAVY, 1825.
LINE OF BATTLE SHIPS. FRIGATES OF THE SECOND CLASS. BRIG.
N - - - 12
Independence, - - - 74 | Congress, - - - 36 Spark, !
I’«‘Nas}l::ilggton’ - - - 74 ﬁonstglla_tmn, - - - 36 SCHOONERS.
ranklin, - - - 74 acedonian, - - - 36 Nonesuch 12 | Fox, 2
gﬁ!umbus, : - - ;i Fulton steam frigate, - - 30 Porpoise, " 12| Terrier, . 3
10, . i - ! Dolphin, 12 | Steam galliot
North Carolina, - - - 74 CORVETTES. Shark, 12! Sea Gull, 3
Delaware, B : = 74} John Adams, - - - 24 %rauipus, lg Decoy, store ship 6
FRIGATES OF THE FIRST CLASS. Cyane, B -, 24| beagle
SLOOPS OF WAR.
Constitution, - - - 44 | Hornet, - - - 18 GUNBOATSi
United States, - - - 44 | Ontario, - - . 18 | Nos. 95,72, 76, 67, and 8, of one gun
Guerriere, - - - 44 | Erie, - - - 18 each, - - -3,
Java, - - - 44 | Peacock, - - - 18 | Row Gavrreys.—Sand Fly, Gallinip-
Potomac, - - - 44 | Alert, store ship, (rates) - 18 per, Midge, Mosquito, and Gnat.
Recapitulation.
. 7 Line of battle shiFs. 8 Schooners.
5 Frigates of first class 1 Steam galliot.
4 Frigates of second class. 1 Store ship (armed.)
2 Corvettes. 5 Gunboats.
5 Sloops of war. 5 Row galleys.
1 Brig.

Now on the stocks, at the different navy yards, five line of battle ships and five frigates of the first class,
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Pay and subsistence allowed in the Novy of the United States to officers and peity officers.

Pay |No. of Pay |No. of

Rank or station. per |rations Rank or station. per (rations

month. |pr.day. month. [pr.day.
Captain of a vessel of 32 guns and upwards, | 100 { 8 || Carpenter, - - -] s20| 2
Captain of a vessel of 20,and under 32guns, | 75 6 || Midshipman, - - - - 19 1
Master commandant, - - - 60 5 || Master’s mate, - - - - 20 1
Lieutenant commanding, - - - 50 4 || Captain’s clerk, - - - 25 1
Lieutenant, - - - 40 3 || Boatswain’s mate, - - - 19 1
Chaplain, - - 40 2 || Carpenter’s mate, - - - 19 1
Surgeon, - - - -1 50| 2 || Coxswain, - - - - 18 1
Surgeon’s mate, - - - - 30 2 || Quarter-gunner, - - - 18 1
Sailing-master, - - - - 40 2 || Quartermaster, - - - - 18 1
Purser, - - - - 40 2 || Master-at-arms, - - - - 18 1
Schoolmaster, - - - -1 25 2 | Armorer, - - - - 18 1
Boatswain, - - - 20| 2 |[| Steward, - - - - 18 1
Gunner, - - - - 20 2 Cooi:éer, - - - 18 1
Sailmaker, - - - - 20 2 || Cook, - - 18 1

Pay of the officers of the United States’ Marine Corps.

Lieutenant Colonel commandant, - - 75 6 || First Lieutenant, - - -1 $30 3
Captain, - - - - - 40 3 || Second Lieutenant, - - - 25 2

Note. Whenever any officer shall be employed in the command of a squadron, on separate service, the allowance of rations
shall be double during the continuance of such command, and no longer, except in the case of the commanding officer of the navy,
whose allowance while in service shall always be at the rate of sixteen rations per day, agreeably to an act of Congress passed 25th
February, 1799,

N.B. The commandant of marines receives, in addition to his pay, eight dollars per month for the forage of three horses.
The adjutant, quartermaster, and paymaster, thirty dollars per month extra.

RECAPITULATION.
Captains, - - - - - _ 24
Master commandants, - - - - - 29
Lieutenants, - - - - - - 298
Surgeons, - - - - - - 34
Surgeons’ mates, - - - - - - 40
Pursers, - - - - - - 40
Chaplains, - - - - - - 10
Midshipmen, - - - - - - 356
Sailing-masters, - - - - - - 48
Boatswains, - - - - - - 16
Gunners, - - - - - - 16
Carpenters, - . - - - - 10
Sailmakers, - - - - - - 10
No. 258.

CONDITION AND DISPOSITION OF THE NAVY.

[The following documents were communicated, at the Ist session of the 18th Congress, by the President of the United States,
with his message of December 2, 1823.]

Sir: Navy DeparTMENT, December 1, 1823,

In obedience to the request contained in your letter of the 10th instant, I submit, respectfully, the following
¢ statement of the administration of this Department during the present year, comprehending the number of ves-
sels commissioned; the number in ordinary, fit for service, or requiring repairs; the progress made in building ves-
sels; with the disbursements of the Department, and the service in which the vessels have been employed; with
such observations on the whole subject as are deemed proper.”

Letter from the Commissioners of the Navy, with papers A, B, C, D, and E, which accompany it, exhibit—

1. The vessels of war in commission, with the service in which they are employed. (See A.)

B Q.d'l(‘) h(; vessels in ordinary on the Atlantic board and on the lakes, with the state of repairs of each vessel. (See

and C.

3. The progress made in building_under the law “ to increase the navy of the United States.” (See D.) By
1his it appears that four ships of the line have heretofore been built, and that five ships of the line and five frigates
of the first class are now building; some of which might be launched in thirty days, and all, except one, in one
hundred and twenty days. 5

4. A general view of the improvements at the several building yards. In some of the yards additional improve-
ments are now necessary for their comfortable and economical administration.

5. The disbursements of the Department during the first three quarters of the present year, up to the 30th of
September. The disbursements of the year 1822 appear by the report made to Congress in the month of February
last. Itappears that $1,984,520 74 have been drawn from the Treasury between the 1st of January and the 30th
September, leaiiélsg, on the latter day, $2,218,168 66 unespended of the amount applicable to the service of the

] n
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year. Of this unexpended balance a large proportion will be used during the remaining quarter; and a minute state-
ment of the whole will be furnished to Congress in the annual report required from this Department.

_ On paper A it is to be remarked that the frigate Constitution, sloop of war Ontario, and schooner Nonesuch, are
in the Mediterranean, under the command of Captain Jones. No change in the amount of force in that sea has
been made within the year. It has been found competent to all the purposes for which it is maintained. Our com-
merce there has been amply protected, the officers and seamen have enjoyed good health, and no circumstance has
occurred worthy of particular notice.” While our relations with other Powers continue friendly, any large aug-
mentation of that portion of our naval force will not be necessary. In the coming year it is not proposed materially
to increase or diminish it. The Cyane and Erie will, in a short time, relieve the Constitution and Ontario, that
they may return home, discharge their ¢rews, (whose term of service will soon expire,) refit, and resume their station.
For this purpose the Erie, Captain Deacon, sailed from New York on the Sth of November, and the Cyane, Captain
Creighton, will sail in a few days.

On the same paper (A) it is to be further remarked that the Franklin ship of the line, and the schooner Dolphin
of twelve guns, are still in the Pacific ocean, where they have remained for more than two years, under the com-
mand of Captain Stewart. By the presence of this force on the coasts of Chili and Pern depredations on our
growing commerce have been, in a great degree, prevented, and respect for our interests and flag secured. Captain
Stewart will_return to the United States in the course of this winter, or early in the ensuing spring; and in the
place of the Franklin it is proposed to substitute the frigate United States, and the Peacock sloop of war, of eighteen
guns. Such a division of the force, itis believed, will more extensively protect the flag and commerce of the
United States, and permit the commanding officer, with the larger vessel, to be absent from the usual cruising
ﬁmunds for a short time, should circumstances render such absence necessary. Captain Hull will sailin a few

ays from Norfolk in command of these vessels.

The Cyane, Captain Spence, and the Shark, commanded by Lieutenant M. C. Perry, have, for short periods,
cruised upon the coast of Africa, to carry into effect the intentions of the Government in the ‘suppression of the
slave trade, and the protection of the agency for liberated Africans established at Cape Mesurado. While Cap-
tain Spence was at Sterra Leone and the cape, he fitted out the Augusta, a small schooner which was found on the
coast, deserted and dismantled, and placed it under the command of Lientenant Dashiell, to cruise in {he neighbor-
hood of the cape, with the conviction that its presence was at that time essential to the protection of the agency,
and might be useful in preventing the traffic in slaves. It still remains upon the coast. During the time that Cap-
tain Spence and Lieutenant Perry were cruising, they neither saw nor heard of any vessel under the American flag
engaged in the slave trade. If citizens of the United States are still employed in that traffic, they seem to have
been driven to conceal themselves under the flags of other nations.

‘The agency at Cape Mesurado for receiving the recaptured and liberated Africans enjoyed favorable prospects
until last fall, when it was assailed by a large body of natives, and in danger of being entirely destroyed. Some of
the liberated Africans were killed in the contest. The extracts of letters from Captain Spence, Lieutenant Perry,
and Messrs. Ashmun and Ayres, will show the manner in which they were able to defend themselves, with the aid
of a midshipman and several men belonging to a British vessel of war, then in the neighborhood. The establish-
ment, having passed through this trial, now promises to accomplish all the benefits anticipated from it. In order to
afford it the necessary protection, and to continue our exertions to repress the slave trade, it is proposed, as the
most efficient and economical arrangement, that the commander of the West India squadron shall, from time to
time, detach_one or more of the vessels belonging to his command to cruise along the African coast, occasionally
touching at Cape Mesurado, and ministering to the wants of the people there, and following, in their return, the
usual track of the slave ships. Eleven Africans, none of whom could speak the English language, were, some
months ago, brought by a Captain Chase, as mariners, into the port of Baltimore, and were there taken into the pos-
session of the officers of the Government, and an investigation instituted into the supposed violation of our laws in
introducing them. By means of an interpreter, who understood the language of all except one or two of them, it
was subsequently discovered that they belonged to tribes in the neighborhood of Mesuradd, and some of them
were of the head men of their tribes: it was therefore believed that their restoration by this  Government would
produce a salutary effect, and an inquiry was directed to be made, through the interpreter, whether they were wil-
ling to return to Africa. Such being found to be their wish, they were, in the earlﬁ part of Octaber, seut to our
agent at Mesurado, with directions to permit their return to their several homes by the best and most™ expeditious
means. So far as the Department is yet apprized of the expenditures for the agency during the present year, they
have amounted to $7,287 48.

On the western side of the Atlantic ocean, and in the Gulf of Mesico, the operations of our naval foree have
been more active. Several vessels were in commission there at the close of the last year. To these were added,
under the authority of the law passed at the last session of Congress, **authorizing an additional naval force for
the suppression of piracy,” the steam galliot Sea Gull; eight small schooners, the Greyzk’mund, Jackal, Fox, Wild Cat,
Beagle, Ferret, Weasel, and Terrier; five barges, the Mosquito, Gnat, Midge, Sand Fly, and Gallinipper; and one
transport ship, the Decoy. Captain David Porter was appointed to the command of the squadron, and sailed from
Norfolk about the 10th February last. His station was at Thompson’s Island, from which he despatched his vessels
in such way as he judged best suited to attain his objects. The annexed extracts from his letters and reports exhi-
bit the results. "The size of most of the vesgels, the nature of the duties, and the exposure of the officers and men,
called for a display of perseverance and fortitude seldom required of those engaged in our service. But the call was
well answered; every thing was accomplished which was anticipated from the expedition, Piracy, as a system, has
been repressed in the neighborkood of the island of Cuba, and now requires only to be watched by a proper force
to be prevented from afflicting commerce any further in that quarter. The public authorities of the island of Cuba
manifested a friendly disposition towards the squadron, and rendered much assistance in the pursuit of its objects.
On the 5th March, as Lieatenant Cocke, in obedience to the orders of Captain Porter, was entering the harbor of
St. John’s, Porto Rico,in the schooner Fox, he was killed by a shot from the castle. Extracts from the correspond-
ence between Captain Porter and the Governor of the island, on this subject, are annexed.

The squadron was healthy and prosperous _until about the middle of August, when a malignant fever broke out
at the station, and destroyed many valuable lives. ‘The first reports of this calamity were brought to the Depart-
ment on the 17th September. Atthe time they left the island, Captain Porter and most of the medical officers were
sick, and there was great cause to fear that the squadron would be deprived of its commanding officer, and of the
medical assistance necessary to its safety. Under these circumstances, it was considered expedient to send to the
station an officer of rank and experience, with a sufficient number of surgeons to furnish, in any event, the aid ne-
cessary for the safety and proper conduct of the squadron, with power to remove it, should that be found necessary.
Captam Rodgers cheerfully consented to encounter the hazard and responsibility attendant on such an expedition.

‘He sailed from New York as soon as a vessel could be prepared for the purpose; but, before his arrival, Captain
Porter had become convalescent, and, with the greater part of the squadron, had returned to the United States.
The reports of these officers will fully explain their views of the causes of the disease, and the means by which a
recurrence of it may be prevented. It is believed that the Florida_ station is incalculably important to some of the
best interests of the Union, and that it ought not to be deserted until every expedient has failed to render it a secure
and healthy position for our vessels. I feel great confidence in the opinion that it may be made such, without en-
countering great hazard of the evils we have heretofore suffered. . .

For the protection of commerce and the suppression of piracy in the western Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico, it is
proposed in the ensuing year to continue ‘Thompson’s Island as the station for the vessels employed in those objects; to
place there a ship of the line, armed and manned as a frigate, for which purpose the Independence is well fitted;
and to attach to the command the John Adams and Hornet, and one other sloop of war, with four of the larger
schooners, the Grampus, Porpoise, Shark, and Spark, one of the small schooners, and the barges. This force is
competent to protect all our interests. The ship of the line, placed in a proper position, will afford comfortable
accommotlations to those who are obliged to remain at the station, and prevent the necessity of intercourse with the
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island when danger is suspected. The cruises of the other vessels, except those which visit the coast of Africa,
may be limited to four, five, or six weeks, and, en their return, their crews may be exchanged for others, who, during
that time, have been stationary. By these means, and a proper attention to cleanliness both in the men and the ves-
sels, and avoiding intercourse with places known to be sickly, the health of all will probably be preserved. For the
proper execution of such a system, full reliance may be placed in our officers.

The island itself, by clearing, draining, and cultivating, will after a time_probably become more healthful. It
will be perceived that this distribution of force includes only one of the small schooners; they were admirably cal-
culated for the end for which they were purchased, and have effected it.

But piracy being for the present repressed, and requiring only such a force as will prevent its revival, they are
no longer necessary; and, being both very expensive and utterly subversive of all discipline, it is respectfully recom-
mended that they be sold, retaining one for the present season, after which it may be sold.

The Porpoise and a small schooner have been employed, under the command of Lieutenant Ramage, in the survey
of a part of the Florida coast. It is proposed that those vessels be placed under the control of the commanding offi-
cer of the Florida station, and, if it be found proper to continue the survey, that instructions for that purpose be
given to that officer. L . . .

Many of the officers having died during the present year, it is thought proper to annex a list of the times and
places of their deaths. Lo . . )

No observations on the organization and discipline of the navy seem to be required; that subject has heretofore
been presented for consideration.

Very respectfully, &c.,
. . SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD.
The PresipeENT oF THE UNITED STATES.

Sir: Navy ComussioNer’s Orrice, November 13, 1823,
The Commissioners of the Navy have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 10th instant, and beg leave
to submit the accompanying exhibits, A, B, C, D, E.

A. Presents a view of the vessels of war now 1n commission.

B. Vessels in ordinary on the Atlantic board.

C. Vessels on Lakes Champlain, Erie, and Ontario.

D.”Ships on the stocks, showing the number built and building under the * Act for the gradual increase of the
navy. .

E. A general view of the improvements at the several building yards. '

With respect to the state and condition of the vessels in ordinary and on the lakes, the Commissioners submit the
latest information received by them upon the subject. It is presumed to be substantially correct; but having some
days since called upon the several commandants for special and detailed reports, they expect to have it in their power
very shortly to afford minute information, not only as to the hulls of the ships, but as to the state of their masts,
spars, sails, rigging, armament, boats, &ec.

I have the honor to be, &e.,

J. CHAUNCEY.
Hon. Samuer L. Souraarp, Secretary of the Navy.

A.
Vessels of war in commission, November 10, 1823,
Franklin, ship of the line, - - - Pacific.
United States, 44, - - - Preé)aring to relieve the Franklin.
Constitution, 44, - - - Mediterranean. .
Congress, 36, - - - Carrying minister to Spain and to South America.
Cyane, 24, - - - Mediterranean, .
John Adams, 24, - - - West Indies.
Ontario, 18, - - - Mediterranean.
Erie, ©o18, - - - Mediterranean.
Peacock, 18, - - - West Indies.
Hornet, 18, - - - West Indies.
Spark (brig,) 14, - - - West Indies.
Nonesuch, 12, - - - Mediterranean.
Porpoise, 12, - - - Surveying Florida coast,
Iéol phin, 12, - - - Pacific.
Sﬁ;:;l{?"s’ . g; - - - Woest Indies.
RECAPITULATION.

1 ship of the line.
2 44 gun frigates.
136 * frigate.
224 ““ ghips.
418 “ sloops.
114 *¢ brig
512 “ schooners.

15

In commission, specially equipped for the suppression of piracy.
1 steam galliot, Sea Gull.
8 small schooners, viz : Greyhound, Jackal, Fox, Wild Cat, Beagle, Ferret, Weasel, and Terrier.
5 barges, Mosquifo, Gnat, Midge, Sand Fly, and Gallinipper.
1 transport ship, Decoy.

B.
Vessels in ordinary—Jtlantic board,

Independence, ship of the line, The hulls of these ships are in good order, though it wonld be proper to
‘Washington, do. examine their bottoms before sending them 'to sea. Their upper works and
Columbus, do. decks require some caulking.

Delaware, do. Have never been in commission—hulls in good order—bottoms would
North Carolina, do. require examination before they go to sea,and their upper works and decks
hio, do. would probably require some caulking.
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Guerriere, - - 44, requires repairs.
ava - - 44, very much decayed.
gfaﬁ:séggsggn ~ 3¢ ¢ require some repairs.
9 - ] . .
Fulton, steam frigate, used as a receiving vessel.
Alert, - receiving vessel, in good order as such. ,
Asp, - receiving vessel, much decayed.

RECAPITULATION.

6 ships of the line.

2 44 gun frigates.

2 36 do. do. .

1 steam frigate, used as a receiving vessel,

1 receiving ship, and the Asp, [a small schooner, utterly worthless.]

NAVY YARD TENDERS.
Gunboat, No. 67, tender to the yard at Washington.

Do. No. 95, tender to the yard at Boston.

C.

Vessels of war

Lake Champlain.

Confiance, 32 guns,
Saratoga, 24 H
Eagle, 18 + Very much decayed.
Ticonderoga, 16 |
Linnet, 16 J

(Allen, 1 3
xi Burrows, 2 [
% ! ]égi%rﬁ ede, g »Hulls in tolerable condition.
O | Viper, 2

[ Nettle, 2 J

Lake Erie.

Lawrence, 18 guns,

Detroit, 24 guns, } Sunk, and much decayed.

b.

on the lakes.

Porcupine, 1 gun, rotten.
Queen Charlotte, 20 guns, sunk and decayed.
Ghent, 4 guns, in bad condition.

Lake Ontario.

On the stocks—under cover—

Chippewa, 74 guns,
sound.

New Orleans, 74 guns,
Superior, 44 guns,)
Mohawk, 36
Pike, 26
gla}d;lson, 18
ylph, 14
Jeﬁgrson, 18
Jones,

> Sunk and decayed.

18

Oneida, 14 guns, useless. _ .
Lady of the Lake, 1 gun, in tolerable condition.
14 gun-boats, in a state of decay.

Ships of war on the stocks.

Of the line.

1 at Portsmouth, could be launched in 60 days.

1at Boston, could be launched in 30 days.

1 at Boston, could be launched in 90 days.

1 at Philadelphia, could be Jaunched in 180 days.

1 at Gosport, Virginia, could be launched in 120 days.

Frigates of thefirst class.

1 at Washington, (the Potomac,) could be launched in
30 days.

1 at Washington, could be launched in 90 days.

1 at Philadelphia, could be launched in 30 days.

1 at New York, could be launched in 30 days.

1 at Portsmouth, New Hampshire, could be launched
in 60 days.

'RECAPITULATION.

5 ships of the line.
5 frigates. .

Note.—The above vessels could, if required for service, be launched in the time respectively stated; but their

equipment would take a considerably longer time.

These vessels are building under the law for the gradual increase of the navy; and the following were also built

under that law.

Columbus, Delaware, North Carolina, Ohio—ships of the line. i i
Making the number *built and building,” as follows: 9 ships of the line, and 5 frigates of the first class.

E.

General view of the improvements at the several building yards.

At Noyfolk.

A brick wall around the yard.
A comfortable dwelling-house for commandant.
A large and convenient brick smith’s shop.
Two large brick warehouses.
A few frame buildings for joiner’s and cooper’s shops.
Very convenient houses and quarters for marines.
One building slip, and substantial house for seventy-four
Mast sheers.
At Washington.

A brick wall around the land sides.
A comfortable dwelling-house for commandant.
A house for the second officer.

Large and convenient smith, anchor, chain cable, and

caboose shops.
Two large and convenient storehouses.
Quarters for marine officer and guard.
Block machinery and saw-mill, worked by steam.
Plumber’s and brass founder’s shop.
Armorer’s shop and laboratory.

Quarters for laboratory officer.

Mast sheds and joiner’s shops,
Timber sheds, rigging and sail lofts.
Inclined plane, with house over it.
Building slip, extensive timber docks.
A dock 1n progress.

Mast sheers.

At Philadelphia.

A wall on two sides.

No quarters for any officer in the yard except the ma-
rine officer; good extensive barracks.

An extensive brick smith’s shop.

One small wooden building, used for hospital.

Four wooden buildings, used for officers and joiner’s
shop, and temporary storehouses.

A wooden mast shed,

Two building slips.

Two ship-houses.

Mast sheers.
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At New York. Good brick marine barracks.
"Two building slips.
Enclosed by a temporary wooden fence. Two shlp-houses for seventy-fours.
A house for commandant. Timber docks.
A wooden smith’s shop. - Mast sheers.
‘Warehouses of brick, 130 feet long by 40 deep, are
building, and will be enclosed this fall. At Portsmouth.

One other warehouse, old, and entirely out of repair, .
and so situated that it must be taken down when the On an island, not enclosed.

other storehonses shall be ready to receive the stores. A house for commandant.
Some {emporary wooden workshops and timber sheds. A wooden building, used as marine barracks, &ec.
Good marine barracks. Another used as quarters for an officer.
Two building slips; of these one not yet finished. A new brick store, 75 by 40 feet, building.
One ship-house for seventy-four. A wooden storehouse.
Timber sheds and workshop, of wood.
At Boston. ‘Wooden houses, which are used as quarters for the store-
keeper, surgeon’s mate, the warrant officers, except

Enclosed with a wooden fence, in great decay.- the master, and the ordinary of the yard.
A comfortable dwelling-house for commandant. T'wo building slips.
A brick smith’s shop. Two_ship- houses, one of them new, the other slightly
Good warehouses, sufficient for the present. built, and requiring some repairs next summer.
‘Wood :n workshops and sheds. Timber docks.

Statement of the appropriations for the service of the Navy Department, exhibiting the amount applicable, ilzc
amount expended, and the balance under each head, on the 30th day qf September, 1823.

Balances on |Appropriated| Amount to |Total amount | Am’nt drawn| Balances on
the Istday | for 1823. | credit by re.|applicable to from the Trea{ September

Appropriations. of January, funding requi the service |sury from Ja-| 30, 1823,
1823, sitions from | up to Sep- | nuary 1to
Jan. 1 to Sept.| tember 30, | September
30, 1823. 1823. 1 30, 1823.

Pay and subsistence of oﬂ‘icers, and pay

of seamen, - $190,165 62 |$929,503 12 | $65,238 06 |1,184,906 80 {$648,137 95 | $536,768 85
Provisions, - - - -1 86,734 54 | 220,000 00 | 25,857 00 | 332,591 54 | 171,332 09 161,259 45
Contingent expenses, - - 42,396 71 | 220,000 00 | 11,067 50 | 273,464 21 | 121,944 81 { 151,519 40
Navy yards, docks, and wharves, - 159 01 | 82,000 00 348 73 | 82,507 74 | 64,260 77 18,246 97

Ordnance and ordnance stores, including
small arms, manufacture of powder,&c.|{ 21,046 86 20,000 00 8,939 07 | 49,985 93 13,769 73 36,216 20
Medicines, hospital stores, and all ex-
penses on account of the sick, -| 14,758 70 | 20,000 00 500 00 | 35258 70 | 17,278 72 17,979 98
Repairs of vessels, - - 118,615 14 | 350,000 00 | 12,578 78 | 476,193 92 | 310,614 31 | 165,579 61
Gradual increase of the navy, - 443,677 12 | 500,000 00 | 63,589 53 |1,007,266 65 | 302,619 93 | 704,646 72

Shells, shot, and military stores, - * 4,035 95 - - 4,035 95 - 4,035 95
Surveying certain parts of the coast of

North Carolina, - - 430 38 - 7 00 437 38 409 00 28 38
Surveying the coast of Flonda, - 2,850 00 - - 2,850 00 1,337 50 1,512 50
Pay of superintendents, naval construct- '

ors, storekeepers, &c. - 29 61 | 44,650 00 - 44,679 61 | 28,817 19 15,862 42
Pay of laborers, &c. and fuel for eng—me, 218 64 | 30,000 00 - 30,218 64 | 14,933 62| - 15,285 02
Erecting and completing houses over )

ships in ordinary, &c. - - 80,000 00 - 80,000 00 1,520 60 78,479 40
Construction of a dock and whanes in

connexion with the inclined plane, - - 50,000 00 - 50,000 00 15,322 29 34,677 71
Prohibition of the slave trade, - - 19,570 17 50,000 00 472 88 70,043 05 6,011 64 64,031 41
Suppression of piracy, - - | 147,585 00 - - 147,585 00 | 101,977 95 45,607 05
Purchase of timber, - - 11,450 82 - 100 00 | 11,550 82 - 11,550 82
Repairs of vessels damaged in actlon, - 984 00 - - 984 00 - 984 00
Repairing, &c. the frigates Chesapeake,

Constellation, and Adams, - 450 00 - - 450 00 - 450 00
Building seventy-fours and frigates, - 4 00 - - 4 00 - 4 00

Act for the relief of the widows and or-
phans of those lost in the U. S. bmg

Epervier, - 7,481 70 - - 7,481 70 - 7,481 70
Captors of Algerme vessels, (act Aprnl

27, 1816,) - - 14,970 25 | 14,970 25 - 14,970 25
Purchase of vessels to cam'y from exght :

to sixteen guns each, - - 1,532 03 1,532 03 - 1,532 03
Pay and subsistence of the marine corps,| 49,137 87 | 176,474 00 2,423 39 | 228,035 26 | 119,806 28 108,228 98
Clothmg of the marine corps, - - 1,447 98 | 29,000 00 232 751 30,680 73 | 24,427 00 6,253 73
Contingent expenses of the marine corps,) 2,852 62 14,000 00 - 16,852 62 12,990 79 3,861 83
Military stores of the marine corps, - | 10,500 35 - - 10,500 35 3,885 25 6,615 10
Fuel of the marine corps, - - 765 02 6,357 50 - 7,622 52 3,123 32 4,499 20

Dollars, |1,172,347 81 2,822,484 62| 207,856 97 14,202,689 40 11,984,520 74 | 2,218,168 66

<

RECAPITULATION.
1st column, % Amount of balances on the 1st day of January, 1823 2. - - - $1,172,347 81
2d columm, « Amount appropriated for the year 1823,” - - - - 2,822,484 62
3d column, ¢ Amount to credit by refunding requisitions,” - - - - - 207,856 97

4th column, making this column of «Total amount applicable to the service up to Sept. 30, 1823, - - $4,202,689 40
5th column, from which deduct this column of « Amount drawn from the Treasury from Jmuary 1

to September 30, 1823, - - - - - - - - 1,984,520 74
6th column, will leave this column of ¢ Balances on September 30, 1823,” - - - - - $2,218,168 66

Treasury DeparRTMENT, SECOND CoMPTROLLER’S OFFICE, November 12, 1823.
RICHARD CUTTS.
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List of United States naval officers who have died since January 1, 1823.

Names. Rank. ‘Where. ‘When.
John H. Dent, - - - - Captain, - - Charleston, S. Carolina, [ 1823, September.
John Shaw, - - - - Captain, - - Philadelphia, - - September 17.
William H. Watson, - - - Lieutenant, - - Thompson’s Island, - September 13.
‘William H. Cocke, - - - - Lieutenant, - - ‘West Indies, - - March 6.
John M. Maury, - - - - Lieutenant, - - Ship Decoy, - - June. .
Richard Dashiell, - - - - Lieutenant, - - Coast of Africa, - June 22.
George W. Hamersley, - - - Lieutenant, - - Thompson’s Island.
Nathaniel Carter, Jun. - - - Lieutenant, - - Thompson’s Island, - September 6.
William H. Mott, -. - - - Lieutenant, - - New York, - - July 4.
Richard M. Potter, - - - - Lieutenant, - - Thompson’s Island, - August 11.
Richard C. Edgar, - - - - Surgeon, - - Thompson’s Island.
Johu Dix, - - - - - Surgeon, - - Coast of Africa.
M. C. Atwood, - - - - Purser, - - Coast of Africa.
Benjamin F. Bourne, - - - Purser, - - New York, - - November 10.
Andrew Hunter, - - - - | Chaplain, - - | Washington, D. C. - February 24.
David P. Adams, - - - - Chaplain, - - Thompson’s Island, - September 20.
John Ireland, - - - - Chaplain, - - New York, - - March.
George W. Somerville, - - - | Midshipman, - - | Thompson’s Island, - August 28,
Arthur Bainbridge, - - - - Midshipman, - - Thompson’s Island, - September 15.
Edward Barnewell, - - - - Midshipman, - - Schooner Porpoise, - September 17.
James A. Kirk, - - - - Midshipman, - - Coast of Africa.
James P. McCall, - - - - Midshipman, - - | * Norfolk, - - October 10.
Joseph G. Smith, - - - - Midshipman, - - Ship Decoy.
George W. Simms, - - - - Midshipman, - - Thompson’s Island, - October 4.
Robert Taylor, - - - - Midshipman, - - Thompson’s Island.
Rolla Weems, - - - - Midshipman, - - Norfolk, - - October.
Miles King, - - - - Midshipman, - - Thompson’s Island, - September 2.
R. M. Benbridge, - - - - Midshipman, - - Thompson’s Island, - September 6.’
John Drew, - - - - Sailingmaster, - - Boston, - - April.
Robert Steed, - - - - Midshipman, -« - ‘Thompson’s Island, - June 8.
Edward Rumney, - - - - Sailingmaster, - - Drowned, - - March 31.
Samuel Rinker, - - - - Sailingmaster, - - Philadelphia.
‘William L. Reynolds, - - - Boatswain, - - Coast of Africa.
‘William Cunningham, - - - Gunner, - - Coast of Africa.
Samuel Morrison, - - - - Gunner, - - Thompson’s Island, - August 31.
Samuel Marshall, - - - - Midshipman, - - Thompson’s Island, - August 24,
‘W. M. Rittenhouse, - - - | Midshipman, - - Thompsen’s Island,
Jobn Reed, Jun. - - - - Midshipman, - - Thompson’s Island, - August 29.
Alfred Grayson, - - - - Captain of marines, - Ship Decoy, - - June 27.
George Cooper, - - - - Lieutenant of marines, Boston.
Stephen M. Rogers, - - - Lieutenant of marines, Thompson’s Island, - September 27.
Henry Gilliam, - - - - Lieutenant, - - _Thompson’s Island.
Anthony Grice, - - - - Carpenter, - - Thompson’s Island, - August 27.
Henry Dyson, - - - - Midshipman, - - Brig Spark, - - November 26.
David Navarro, - - - -1 Sailmaker, - - Thompson’s Island, - October 2.
Benjamin Follett, - - - - - - - - - - - - November.

CORRESPONDENCE OF CAPTAIN ROBERT T. SPENCE, DR. ELI AYRES, AND J. ASHMUN, RELATIVE TO THE
' "ESTABLISHMENT AT CAPE MESURADO.

( ) -
Sir: . Care Mxsurano, November 26, 1822, (morning.)

1 had the honor of writing you, by the Shark, on the 9th ultimo, and subsequently by the ‘* Strong,”in a very
weak and sickly condition. We are now enﬁaged in a bloody and perilous war with all the natjve tribes around us.
On the morning of the 11th, we were attacked by eight hundred, who were repulsed, after doing us some injury,
the loss of nearly one hundred killed on the spot.

Subsequently, we have been employed in a negotiation for peace, which I fear will fail, We expect another assault
to be made on usin two or three days. The force is powerful in numbers, poorly armed, and cowardly. We hope,
with God’s help, to hold out untif aid arrives from some gquarter. Now, if a vessel of war lay in the road,all these
hostile movements would probably have been prevented. .

The spirits and health of our little number are much better than could be expected. We have six guns mounted
on our lines, which we have supported by a musket-shot-proof barricade: we have so contracted them as to include
only about two-thirds of the town; the families without retiring within, .

[ am nearly reinstated in the enjoyment of health. We are obliged to increase our stock of provisions, ammu-
nition, &c., by every vessel arriving in the road, provided she has them. ’ . - A i

I have this day drawn on Mr. Beattie for 272 10; and enclose you, sir, herewith the bill of Captain Daily.
‘We very much need an increase of our numbers—men with no, or with smal/ families; more hard shot, provisions,
and clothing; stone and other masons. o ) . A .

‘We can now with difficulty musier thirty men fit for duty. These are obliged to stand upon their arms night
and day; but, with a sufficient supply of good provisions and clothing, the habit will eventually sit easy, and occasion
no waste of constitutional vigor. K

1 shall endeavor to do my own duty, and make the people do theirs. Human weakness can reach no further.
The two additional guns at Norfolk, twenty-five soldiers, and the fortification spokeu of in the preceding letter,(which,
from the abundance of stone on the very ground, can soon be erected,) in my opinion, would secure to us a peaceas
lasting and universal as could be desireds; while the people of the agency could pursue the work for which they came
to0 Africa, and improvements in husbandry and the arts rapidly extend their influence in this part of Africa.

3 I have the honor, sir, to be your most obedient servant, ASHMUN

J.
. Acting Agent for liberated Africans.

Houn. Syurx THoreson, Secrefary of the Noavy U. S,
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A

Str: ‘ NovEeMBER 26, (evening.)

Qur negotiation with our perfidious enemies seems to have entirely failed of its object. They are benton our
ruin. We can only resolve to stand, and wait assistances. The presence of one vessel of war would deter them
forever from attacking the settlement. Ten additional laborers, with one or two well acquainted with stonemason
work, united with what assistance we could give them, would, in four weeks time, complete a tower, battery, and
wall, which, I beg leave to repeat, would so entirely command the whole surrounding country as te insure here, as
it has invariably done elsewhere, perpetual peace, or something very nearly resembling it. 'We have only had time
1o begin the labor; and, while our people all lie on_their arms nearly every night, never can finish it. Permit us,
sir, in these circumstances, to hope for the aid asked, without being disappointed. .

‘To agzravate our other losses, we have had seven of our children carried captive, the oldest about twelve; we hear
from them daily; they appear to be as well treated as savage tenderness knows how to express itself towards them.
According to a custom of the country, it may be confidently expected the children will be restored, of couvse, on
the settlement of peace. .

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

‘ 3. A.
Loss on the American side in the engagement of the 11th.
Killed, one man and one woman, - - 2
Mortally injured,and since dead, - - 1 man.

Badly injured, two men, -
Slightly injured, - . .
Carried captive, - - -

Desperately injured, one woman and one man, 2 by bursting his own musket.
- 2

1 woman.
7 children.

LI R A |
LI S T Y )

15

‘Whole number of sufferers,
J. ASHMUN.

Batract of aletter from J. Ashmun, Acting Agent of the United States for liberated Africans, to the Secrelary of
the Navy, dated

American AcENoy, Care MEsurapo, December 7, 1822,

In haste, I bez leave to inform you that, on Sunday morning last, the 2d, we sustained, with the loss of one
killed and two badly wounded, a second attack of the natives; their numbers are rated at 1,500.
The Africans sent here by the Government of the United States are all still unhurt, with the exception of the
one wounded by the bursting of his own piece. . i ) . o
Our whole fighting force, including ten of the African youths, is now twenty-five. 'We have lost in killed and
wounded, in the actions of the 11th November and 2d instant, seven of our best men. We are at present reinforced
by thirteen men, marines, under the command of a midshipman belonging to His Britannic Majesty’s ship the
Driver, provisioned for six weeks, and whose detention will cause no charge to the American Government. A
promising negotiation has been opened by Captain Laing, British lieutenant of infantry, passenger in the schooner
Prince Regent, from whom we obtained our men, and a moderate addition to our ammaunition. No bill of it has been

presented.

It consists of—

2 barrels, 100 Ibs. each, cannon powder,
28 barrels of 6 Ib. shot,
1,000 musket balls, and
1 keg of musket cartridges.

But Captain Laing’s exertions in negotiating a peace, and probably securing to us a fruce, has laid the American
Government and society under the greatest obligations. "They positively refused even to treat, freely, with an
American; but promised, on penalty of the severest visitation, to abide by whatever terms the English, through Gov-
ernor McCarthy, shall prescribe. [ had begun to treat with them often before; but, invariably, they violated their
promises, and finally assured us that they would die in the struggle, or destroy “us; and fully convinced me that all
overtures for peace were fruitless till they had suffered another repulse. This they have suftered; and in this situa-
tion Captain Laing found them. . ‘

Be assured, sir, that British mediation shall extend, in this business, to no improper length, if I live, and have
wisdom to judge correctly on the subject. ,

‘The calling in of their aid I believe to have been absolutely necessary to our existence here twenty days longer,
and the promptness with which it came evinced it to be the dictate of friendship and sensibility of feeling. °

L can, sir, affirm with confidence, that at least two thousand slavesare annually shipped from the bay made by the
projection of Capes Mountand Mesurado: an armed vessel stationed there, and twenty-four soldiers ashore, would
divert the traffic, at least, to some other part of the coast, and greatly reduce its extent.

Extruct of aletter from Lieutenant Commandant M. C. Perry to the Secrelary of the Navy, dated

U. 8. scHOONER SHARK, NorroLk, December 12, 1822,

On the 25th of July, off Havana, I fell in with the United States frigate Macedonian, Captain Biddle, from whom
I received orders to proceed, so soon as I could makearrangements, to the coast of Africa. Beingat that time en-
tirely destitute of provisions, stores, &c., I was partly supplied by Captain Biddle; but these supplies came very far
short of the quantity required for so long a cruise, and it consequently became necessary for us to stop at some port
in the West Indies, to complete the necessary requisitions; therefore, after touching at Thompson’s Island, where
we overhauled and cleaned the vessel, and despatched the piratical prize schooner Bandara D’Sangare to the United
States, we sailed on our cruise, putting into Nassau, N. P., for the requisite supplies, whence we departed on the
14th of August, and arrived upon the coast of Africa on the 23d of the ensuing month. ~ After remaining on the coast
until the 17th of October, I, in obedience to orders, directed my course towards the West Indies, and made Barba-
does in fifteen days; there it became necessary to the health and comfort of the crew that we should stop for refresh-
ments and provisions. Thesebeing procured, we sailed for the Mona passage, thence to Jamaica, for convoy and
water. From Jamaica we passed around Cape Antonio, through the Gulf of 2iﬂorida, to this port.

At the period of our departure from Mesurado, (the 8th of October,) the settlers were occupied in the improve-
ment of their settlements, clearing the land, erecting houses, and perfecting their fortifications; and I am of opinion
that the termination of the next dry season will leave them in a state comparatively prosperous. They apprehended
no hostilities from the natives, and appeared much pleased with their situation.

During my stay upon the coast, I could not even hear of an American slaving vessel; and T am fully impressed
with the belief that there is not one at present afloat.
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Extract of a letter from J. Ashmun to R, T. Spence, Esq., commanding the United States ship Cyane, off
- Mesurado, dated

Care Mzsuravno, March 31, 1823,

Owing to the extraordinary reverses to which the establishment at this place, including an asylum for liberated
captives, and a colony of free colored people from the United States, has been subjected, and the circumstance of
no vessel arriving from America with supplies during this trying period, we are reduced to the necessity of applying
* to you for such relief and supplies as our more urgent wants require, and your situation may enable you to furnish.

*“The absence of a small armed vessel from the roads of Mesurado certainly invited those aggressions of the native
tribes, in consequence of which all our improvements have been nearly suspended for several months, and the settle-
ment surrounded with the horrors of a savage war. A slight insight into the policy of these tribes will discover that
they never will ventpre to assail an establishment on shore which has the support of even the most inconsiderable
naval force. Your foresight has produced for us this important means of security, by repairing, manning, and allot-
ting to the protection of the establishment the schooner Augustas her presence at Mesurado will likewise have a most
salutary influence in checking the sale and transportation of slaves in the neighborhood of the cape.

These inhuman practices, I regret to state, are to the present hour continued here without restraint or disguise.
Permit me to suggest the propriety of an application to our Government to have this vessel commissioned to employ
her force against such American vessels as may visit that part of the coast included between Capes Mount and
Mesurado. This service she might, in my opinion, render the cause of humanity, without the least detriment to
that to which she is specifically appointed. L

I have already had the honor to represent to our Government my views in relation not only to the utility, but the
absolute necessity, of an efficient and well constructed work of defence, both for our security against the insults and
aggressions of the natives, and to add respectability to the establishment in the estimation of foreigners.

Since those representations were communicated, we have unhappily been able to add the corroborative testimony
of experience to their truth and importance. The native tribes, lured on by the hopes of getting possession of our
stores, and observing nothing formidable in our means of defence, have attempted, by the utmost exertion of their
power, our extermination. And a ship of war was actually sent by the acting commander of a large naval force
employed on this coast; to erect a foreign flag in the midst of our settlement, and transfer the jurisdiction of the cape
and neighboring coast, and the allegiance of our people, to his own Government. T¢ such insults and injuries the
establisﬁment must always consider to be liable while destitute of the work in question. A just regard to the char-
acter of the nation imperiously demands, in"my opinion, that the agency which it has seen fit to establish on this
coast, for the most benevolent of purposes, should enjoy such a protection. I am happy, sir, to perceive that on this
subject your views perfectly accord with my own, and was prepared, on your arrival, toask for a part of the aid
which, in anticipation of my request, you, sir, so promptly offered from your ship, for the erection of a permanent
and powerful fortification, The labor and expense-which the entire completion of this work will require must ne-
cessarily be considerables but its utilify will be still greaters and I have that confidence in the wisdom and liberality
of our Government, that I would cheerfully share any pecuniary responsibility incurred in its erection, although
without the authority of a specific order, 3 .

Vitally connected with the welfare of the settlement is the preservation of the lives, and, as far as possible, the
health of the agents of Government. Nothing will contribute more essentially to this desirable end than a comfort-
able habitation. Several valuable lives have been unquestionably sacrificed for want of this convenience, and, in
alluding to this subject, the recollection of an irreparable personal loss powerfully intrudes itself upon my feelings.
The accompanying circumstances were distressing. A female of most delicate constitution, lying under the influ-
ence of a mortal fever, in the corner of a miserable hut, to ventilate which in a proper manner was impossible, on
a couch literally dripping with water, which a roof of thatch was unable to exclude; recovery, in such circumstances,
was impossible; and the mortal struggle almost brought relief to the agonized feelings of surviving friendship. |

A due regard to the preservation of my own life, and that of my successors, determined me to erecta comfortable
house for the residence of the agents; but, destitute both of suitable materials and of good mechanics, I could hardly
have effected my purpose without the aid, in both these respects, which has'been received from the Cyane. Against
the important advantages of havirg a commodious house erected at this time in the settlement, no judicious person
will weigh the expenses incurred by the purchase of lumber, and the subsistence and pay of the workmen. "The
house is nearly completed, in a most airy situation, and commands one of the finest prospects in Western Africa.

The propriety of soliciting the aid of worlkmen from on board the ship under your command will, I hope, sir, be
obvious, whentI inform you that, of our small company of laborers, consisting only of thirty individuals, seven of the
very best were either killed or entirely disabled in our conflicts with the nafives, and that, the want of mechanical
skill aside, the remainder are, to the present hour, obliged to mount guard every second night. Without help from
the ship, we must either have left these works unattempted or unfinished, or have accomplished them in a most rude
and unappropriate style.

The other improvements, to which the industry of a number of your crew has been directed, are scarcely less
important; and, all together, will afford us that security against external annoyance, and those domestic accommoda-
tions during a rainy season of several months continuance, which we could not otherwise have hoped to enjoy.

Sir:

Eztract of a letter from Captain R. T. Spence to J. Ashmun, dated

Sir: U. S. suip Cyane, WesTeRN ArricA, MEsuravo, April 1, 1823,

Your communication of the 31st ultimo I have had the honor to receive. Arrivingon the coast of Africa after
a long cruise in the West Indies, with my crew enfeebled by the heat of that climate, my own health in a preca-
rious state, and that of some of my officers equally so, I should have felt it my duty to return, after a short tarry,
immediately to the United States, had it not been for circumstances the most unexpected. Informed of your desti-
tute situation, occasioned by the disasters of a war brought on by difficulties growing out of the nature of your settle-
ment; moved by a_sympathy and commiseration®which suffering ought always to excite; wholly regardless of all
personal sacrifice, I assumed a responsibility which the emergency doubtless will justifys and, in anticipation of your
requisition, provided such a supply of necessary subsistence as will enable you to go through the approaching rains
without fear of famine, thereby insuring, I trust, your final success.. =~ . . .

The officers and crew of the Cyane have been engaged day and night in repairing and getting in readiness for the
service for Which she will hereafter be applied the schooner Augusta, found at Sierra Leone deserted and nearly
destroyed. I shall leave her on the coast when I go hence, in a condition not less good than when first launched,
with the exception of her copper, which, however, will be sufficient for several years to come. She is Flaced in charge
of a careful officer, well provided and suitably armed. I promise myself that much good will result from her con-
tli‘nued presence, and trust that your own expectations will be fully realized from her remaining in the vicinity of
the cape.

It gives me great pleasure to contribute to your personal comfort, not so much to your comfort in accommodation
as to rescuing you from a hovel which a continuance in would almost forbid a hope of your recovery, and which,
from the surgeon’s report, I am induced to believe would insure your death during the ensning rainy season.

‘The tower I have commenced [ trust will prove to you a ¢ tower of strength;” the impression it is calculated to
make, and the security it cannot fail to afford, will produce a two-fold operation, and be of infinite importance in
many respects, all of which are too obvious to require exposition.
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Monrovia, June 18, 1823,

We arrived at Mesurado on the 24th May, after a passage of thirty-two days from Cape Henry. I find the
colonists have all been employed by Captain Spence, since his arrival here, on a fortitication, which was not completed
when Y arrived. A few days after I arrived about one-sixth part_of the wall tumbled to its base, and the rest has
given way in every direction. I believe it will be less work to build a new one than to repair the old. Previous to the
attack of the natives our people had got gardens enclosed, and vegetables flourishing finely; and had it not been for
this event, and they coukf have had a small part of their labor to bestow on their lots, they would have been amply
prepared fo have maintained themselves; but when the enemy came upon them, they were obliged to take up their
garden fences to make a palisade of defence; their gardens were all destroyed, and not so much as a hill of beans is
growing in the colony. The rainy season has now fully commenced, and very little labor can be done until the next
tblry season, which will be in November. This will make it necessary to continue the laborers at the public expense
longer than I had contemplated in my former report, as I had expected a much more favorable state of affairs here.

One of the captured Africans was killed in the battle, and there is much jealousy of the natives against them,

for fear of retaliation for their being sold. T would, therefore, respectfully recommend to Government not to send
out any more captured Africans until the requisite buildings can be erected, and a regular establishment made for
them. ~ Should it please God to restore my health and preserve my life, this will be accomplished in the dry season,
and a regular system of management entered upon, when any number likely to be in the possession of Government
could be managed. But should I be called away by death, it would be highly dangerous, from the spirit which these
have manifested, to multiply their number withouf more efficient government being held over them than has been.
If it should please God to spare my life, I will endcavor fo have the buildings erected early in the next season.
. A fatality has attended every proceeding on this affair; but if I live, and am supported so I can stay here, I hope
soon to alter matters and set them on 4 better footing, Butshould any of.the common casualties happen to the trading
company formed in Baltimore that they should fail to comply with their contract, and I find myself neglected by
both Government and society, out of provisions, clothing, &c., I shall leave the place and cause in despair.

The United States schooner Augusta has undergone a partial repair, but so slightly that she was thought to be
hardly seaworthy; but Mr. Dashielﬁ who was left in command of her, has ventured in her to Sierra Leone to get
some further repairs, to enable him to ride out the rains.. He was in a very bad state of health. This system of
repairing out here is very expensive, and is so partially done and poorly commanded and maniied as to be of no ser-
vice to the colony. I beg leave to press, with the utmost urgency, as a security to the captured Africans and the
success of this cause, that Government keeE here a vessel prudently commanded and well manned.

There is but one man who came out with me but whatis down with fever. I was taken a week ago, aifd have
not been able to see them since; but they are all doing well. We have had five deaths, most of them from foolish
obstinacy. I hope the worst is over with me. I have got so I can sit up a few minutes at a time, in which way

this letter is written.

Sin:

I have the honor to be, your most obedient,
E. AYRES.

The Hon. Sture Tromuesox, Secrelary Navy United States.

Eaxtract of aletter from Captain Robert T'. Spence to the Secretary of the Navy, dated

U. 8. sarp Cvang, QuaRANTINE Grounp, NEw York, June 27, 1823.

After an absence of twelve months fromr the United States, in the West Indies and on the coast of Africa, I
have the honor to announce my arrival at this anchorage, last from a cruise among the Windward islands.

Up to the 24th of March, on which day my latest communications were addressed to you from Sierra Leone, you
have been made acquainted with my official proceedings; under that date I informed you of the precarious situation
of the colony at Cape Mesurado, and of my intention to take prompt and effectual steps for its rescue and preserva-
tion. The schooner Augusta having been speedily equipped, and made ready for sea by the activity of my officers,
and such supply of necessary articles as would relieve the immediate wants of the colonists taken on board, together
with about forty Kroo-men (whose labor had been secured free of any expense to the United States,) I proceeded,
without 2 moment’s delay, to the settlement, examining with due care the intermediate coast. On my ancharing,
after a short passage at Cape Mesurado, I received from Mr. Ashmun, the resident agent, letter marked A, whicﬁ,
with other communications hereto appended, disclose the indigent and distressed condition of the colony, and forci-
bly show that my arrival was not only most opportune, and my anticipation of their wants provident, but in ever
respect essential to their fature safety and preservation. ‘The presence of the ship, at this critical juncture, appeared,
indeed, providential; for, without the succor it was my good fortune to afford, every thing might have been
apprehended. A renewal of war was in agitation among the hostile Princes; and, from all we could learn and
observe, the conclusion was unavoidable, that the entire extermination of the colonists must have been the conse-
quence. The head men were in the highest degree exasperated, appearing in no manner inclined to be appeased,
declaring that they had never entertained a design of selling the cape; that they had been over-reached; that they
never possessed a full understanding of the agreement, (or *book;’’) and, finally, that they never had sold, and
never would consent to give up Cape Mesurado, the abode of one of their ideal beings of superstitious veneration!

Having made such provision for the maintenance of the *“agency” during the approaching inclement season of
the * rains,” (nearly at hand,) and, by a friendly intercourse and other means, mollified, as far as practicable, the
excited temper of the neighboring chiefs; having afforded all the aid to the establishment which, under other circum-
stances, might have been deemed sufficient, my own health much impaired, my purser’s wholly gone, and that of
my officers by no means vigorous; having also placed a suitable vessel in the immediate vicinity of the colony—a cau-
tionary measure, which should not be relinquished—I should have felt justified, considering the sickly season was
about to set in, (particularly as the stores and supplies of the ship, from extraordinary calls, had become inadequate
for a full expenditure for any length of time,) in leaving the coast for the United States; but, sir, I could not per-
suade myself to adopt this course while much remained to be done for the security of a settlement, the object of
which appears to be fraught with such benefits to our common country; especially as your instructions enjoined on
me to do every thing for the agent and colonists which they might require, and it being the object of an officer to
acquire the Government’s rather than his own approbation; to which end I was ready fo encounter any hardship,
and to make any sacrifice, .

The cause alleged on the part of the chiefs for making war on the peaceable settlers at Mesurado is merged in
the statement previously given, namely, their never having had any intention to sell the cape, the spot consecrated
to one of their deities, or beings of superstitious idolatry; that collusion had been practised in the pnrchase; that it
was not a fair and fully explained contract, as they were ignorant of the paper they had signed, with others equally
absurd and fallacious, founded neither in reason nor truth.  Such, however, were the causes set forth by them in the
various interviews had with the officers of this ship, during our stay, for their inexcusable and unprovoked enmity.
But other latent inducements existed far more operative, which, doubtless, formed the true and only cause of hostili-
ties committed by them on an unoffending people; the most prominent of these may be discovered in the embar-
rassments thrown in the way of the slave trade by a contiguous active check, restraining, by its presence, a trade
they never can willingly forego, as alsoin the hope they entertained of being able to obtain, without risk or ioss, the
spoil and plunder of a successful war: for they bad been led to believe, by emissaries sent among them by slave fac-
tors, that there would be much booty of stores, goods, &c. &c. In these alluring hopes and prospects, at ail times
cogent with beings of their propensifies and uncivilized habits, may be seen the leading motives for attacking the
establishment a{ ?:E‘)ape Mesurado.

n



1102 ' NAVAL AFFAIRS. [1823.

. Seeing these to have been their incitements; apprehending their present inaction was merely a truce for more
vigorous preparation; finding that the chieftains were far from being inclined to abandon either their claims or inten-
tions, but waited only for a season better suited to further both ; convinced, also, that the defenceless condition of
the colony invited aggression, I determined, in despite of the plausible objections my own mind furnished to a
longer continuance on the coast, to exert myself during the short period I was permitted to remain, with a view of
placing the settlement in the last possible state of defence. 'This wish became strengthened by information received
from Dr. Dix (whose friendly and social interviews with the Princes enabled him to obtain much useful matter)
that another attempt on the colony was positively meditated when the season inimical to the health of its defenders
should set in 3 that they were sanguine in the hopes of then accomplishing their object by the combined operation of
war, sickness, and famine. My determination on this point received also additional strength from a perspective of
the fatal consequences which would inevitably result from renewed incursions on the part of these barbarians. While
the means of security were inadequate_to inspire confidence on the side of the assailed, or apprehension on the part
of the assailants, expulsion was certain. The entire extermination of a remnant of colomists, who, confiding in
promises made them previously to embarking, had consented to leave the happiest country in the world to sojourn in
the land of their forefathers, was not only possible, but too probable. Added to which, the loss of a footing happily
acquired in a situation second to none on the whole line of coast after leaving Sierra Leone, and the consequent
extinction of all future prospect of ever being again able to effect an establishment at a place so eligible, on terms so
advantageous to the society, and creditable to those who negotiated the purchase. A Martello tower I conceived
well suited to effect the object in view. A fortress of this character was desirable on many accounts; nay, appeared
indispensable, not only to the end .of affording protection and giving security in the hour of invasion, but as being
also the best calculated to produce a change of policy on' the part of the natives, and well suited to make such an
impression as would deter them from a renewal of aggression, and thereby prevent the calamitous consequences
Justly.to be apprehended; at all events, the consequences of harassing and vexatious predations. Again, I consid-
dered it expedient to make also a' proper impression on the minds of foreigners jealous of an establishment whose
continuance and prosperity threaten an annihilation of the slave trade in that particular section of the country lying
adjacent to the river Mesurado; this, with me, was a_consideration not without its influence. The foundation of
the fortress being commenced, with the assistance of the Kroo-men, its progress was rapid; alacrity gave animation
and activity, and promised a speedy completion of a competent defence. In fifteen days a circular massive work of
stone, measuring one hundred and, twelve feet in circumference, eight feet in thickness and ten feet in elevation,
was seen to tower above the surrounding heights, commanding the site for the town, and a wide range of the circum-
jacer:lt country; capable of intercepting, by its position, any movement made either within or without the bar of Me-
surado river.

In my expectations I wasnot disappointed. During the time this work was progressing, I had frequent opportuni-
ties of discovering its effect in neutralizing, in no small degree, the menacing designs of the natives; every day
brought me additional proof of a change in their intentions, wrought by an amicable and conciliatory conduct, con-
Jjoined with preparations for defence, formidable to any eye, but, with them, to all appearance impracticable, I
was happy in perceiving this revolution in their sentiments, this change in their designs, as a friendly understanding
with the powerful chiefs of the neighboring villages is the true policy to be observed on the part of the emigrants at
Mesurado. While this fortress was advancing, other operations, calculated in an eminent manner to improve the
settlement, were also undertaken and carried through; indeed, nothing was left undone which I had the power to do,
conceiving that both the spirit and letter of your instructions required the performance of every thing which a
limited means rendered practicable, tending in any way to insure the success of an ‘establishment instituted for colo-
nizing the free men of color of the United States, and for the reception of captured emancipated slaves—objects
commanding the approbation of every humane heart, and the benedictions of thousands who are to be benefited by
their accomplishment. While I witnessed with satisfaction these laudable undertakings drawing toa completion, I
felt no small impatience to leave the coast before the commencement of the * rains,” frequent tornadoes warning me
of their approach, leaving impressions on my mind by no means tending to reconcile me to a stay of many days.
The health of my crew was, at this time, comparatively good, considering the length of time we had experienced the
debilitating effect of tropical heat; and Ifelt no small anxiety to preserve them in this state for the service they
were yet to encounter in the West Indies—a hope fondly indulged, but in which I was cruelly disappuinted. Our
Iabors were nearly at a close when my surgeon was suddenly taken down, and on the sisth day was no more! The
sick list received several names in the course of a few days: cases, at first apparently slight, speedily assumed the
symptoms of the coast fever. The appearance of this disease determined me, especially as the castle was finished, to
delay no time in removing from the coast. In pursuance of this resolution, the crew were forthwith embarked, and
the ship immediately put to sea, This measure, carried into effect with promptitude, encouraged a hope that there
would be an end to a malady understood to be peculiar to the African coast, generated by the miasma and poi-
sonous exhalations from vegetable decomposition and deleterions atmosphere thrown from waters, which, after the
annual deluge has subsided, become stagnant and pestilential. Such was my expectation from so salutary a change.
This expectation, doubtless, would have been realized, had the winds been sufficiently fresh and favorable to have
enabled us to reach, in a short time, a higher latitude. It wasnot, however, our good fortune to be thus propitiated,
but the reverse was our lot: fogs, calms, with an alternation of rains and intense suns, rendered our situation truly
deplorable, and rapidly increased our sick list; so that on the 25th of April, seven Jays after putting the ship to
sea, the sick report contained the names of sixty of my officers and crew, and was for some time diminished only by
death—not in fact diminished; for death but made room for others brought down with similar symptoms, and threat-
ened with a similar fate. The extreme humidity of the atmosphere, and the confined state of the ship, in consequence
of torrents of rain, had changed in a great degree the character of this distemper, giving it all the features of the
typhus. The symptoms were not altogether exclusively those attendant on this fever; ther assumed a compound
and maultifarious appearance; not always equally violent, but, in most cases, equally fatal: in many instances a
general suffusion took place, the body exhibiting a_deep yellow tinge, together with a highly discolored tongue; deli-
rium, madness, instant prostration of strength, with convulsive contortions, carrying the victim off suddenly. In
other cases tfhlet_symptoms were wholly different: vital decay, producing a slow and destructive debility, resultingin
extinction of life.

Sir: Monrovia, AFRICA, July 18, 1823.

A few days after landing in Africa, all the new comers were taken ill; there has but one escaped the sickness.

“We have lost eight of our number. The colonists who were out before have been very healthy; there has not been
afcz(i]se‘é) olf fever among them since I have been but. We are all now on the mend, but attended with a great degree
of debility. . .

The captured Africans have been constantly employed in the defence of the colony during the late. war with
the natives, and since that time the urgency of the affuirs of the colony has been such that they have been constantly
employed in preparing a defence for the place, which has deprived them of the opportunity of acquiring that informa-
tion of agriculture and the mechanical arts which would benefit them in acquiring a livelihood in civilized life, ac-
cording to the humane intentions of the President, expressed in his message to Congress, and approved by them.

Owing to this circumstance, I thought it my bounden duty to retain thema year Tong,er at the charge of the United
States, to accomplish this purpose. Ihave placed them under the care of the Rev. Lot Carey, a colored man;a
part of each day they are to attend, and the remainder of their time to labor under the immediate care of Mr. Carey,
in clearing and cultivating the land, whereby they will acquire a knowledge that will benefit them through life.
Their labor is always to be under my immediate direction.

I have not been able to settle the accounts of Mr. Macauley yet. The Augusta left here a few days after my
arrival for the north, and has not returned, and probably will not until after the rains, so that I am without the pos-
sibility of communication with Sierra Leone, and unable to accomplish it.
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The goods received in the colony from the Trading Company of Baltimore will enable me to dispense with the
necessity of drawing bills on London for necessaries, but can draw directly on the Government.
I have the honor to be, your most obedient, &c.,

E. AYRES.
The Hon. Sxarr Tromeson, Secretary United States Nowvy. :

CORRESPONDENCE OF COMMODORE DAVID PORTER AND OFFICERS OF THE SQUADRON UNDER HIS
COMMAND, IN RELATION TO THE SUPPRESSION OF PIRACY.

Sir: U. 8. surp Peacock, St. Tuonas, MMarch 3, 1823.
I have the honor to inform you thatI this morning arrived at this place, with all the squadron under my com-
mand, except the Greyhound, which vessel separated in a gale.

I have despatched Lieutenant Commandant Perry, with the Shark and three small schooners, to scour the south
side of Porto Rico, arid shall sail to-morrow with the rest of the squadron for St, John’s, where I have been informed
several privateers have been fitted out, which have done considerable injury to our commerce.

I am also informed that there is a large British naval force in those seas, a squadron of which, apparently on the
look out, I fell in with this morning.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,

D. PORTER.
Hon. S. Trosrson, Secretary of the Navy.

Sir: Unrrep States surp Pracock, March 4, 1823.
You will proceed to the port of St. John’s, in the harbor of Porto Rico, and deliver the accompanying letter
to the Governor. N o :

You will there wait, if necessary, two days for the answer, apprizing him of your intentions so to do; and at the
expiration of that time you will proceed to join me either off the harbor or at the port of Aguada, at the ‘west end of
the island, where I shall wait the squadron.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. PORTER.
Captain Joux PortER, Tnited Stales schooner Greyhound.

Your ExcELLENCY: Unitep StaTes suip Peacock, March 4, 1823.

I have the honor to inform you that, in pursuance of orders from my Government, I have faken command of
all the United States naval forces in these seas, for the protection of the commerce of the United States against
all unlawful interruptions, to guard the rights both of property and person of our citizens whenever it shall become
necessary, and for the suppression of piracy and the slave trade.

As great complaints have been made of the interruption and injury to our commerce by privateers fitted out from
Spanish ports, I must beg your excellency to furnish me with a descriptive list of vessels legally commissioned to
cruise from Porto Rico, with aset of the blank forms of their papers, that T may know how and when to respect them
if I should meet with any of them. .

I must also beg your excellency to inform me how far they have been instructed to interrupt our trade with
l\IexictI)land the Colombian republic, and whatever instructions or authorities they may have affecting our commerce

eperally. .
g As the suppression of piracy, the principal motive for my visit to these seas, is an object that concerns all nations,
(all being parties against them, and may be considered allies,) I confidently look to all for co-operation whenever
it may be necessary, or at least their favorable and friendly support; and to none more than those mast exposed to
their depredations. . . .

I therefore look with confidence to your excellency for the aid of such means as may be in your power for their
suppression; and, in the absence of means, I beg to assure your excellency that, whatever course may be pursued by
me to destroy these enemies of the human race, it will have no other aim; and I shall observe the utmost caution
not to encroach on the rights or willingly offend the feelings of others, either in substance or in form, in all the mea-
sures which may be adop?ed to accomplish the end in view. o

It will afford me sincere pleasure should I be so fortunate as to fulfil the expectatious of my Government, and at
the same time preserve harmony and a good understanding with those with whom I may be so unfortunate as to
c?me lthn collision or discussion in relation thereto; indeed, it will add much to my happiness if it can be avoided
altogether. '

"That such is my sincere wish, and that the objects set forth by me are the only ones which brought me to these
seas, I beg leave to assure your excellency in the most positive and unequivocal terms.

With the highest respect, I have the honor to be your excellency’s very obedient, humble servant,

D. PORTER.
To His Excellency the Governor of Porto Rico.

Most ExcerLent Sir: Orrice oF THE CaPrain GexeraL oF Puerto Rico, March 6, 1823,

I have_this moment received the very estimable letter of your excellency, dated the 4th of the present
month, in which your excellency has been pleased to communicate to me the important commission which has been
intrusted to you by a Government that claims the respect of all the territories within its influence.

I have the satisfaction of forwarding to your excellency a nominal report of the privateer vessels which have been
armed and despatched for the purpose of cruising, by the competent authority in this island, agreeably to the request
which your excellency has made me in the letter of that date; and I am extremely sorry to find myself so situated
that I cannot comply with the wishes of your excellency in regard to my transmitiing you a set of blank forms, for
the purpose of enabling your excellency how and when to respect their commissions. The diplomas which they
recelve come from our court, already signed by His Most Catholic Majesty and the minister to whom this office per-
tains, leaving, in these cases, the naval authority here limited only to the filling of the blank spaces in them with the
name of the captain and of the vessel. Thus situated, it is impossible for me to accede to your circumspect views in
this particular object; but, nevertheless, if it should on occasion appear requisite to your excellency, the said diplo-
mas or commissions can be examined, together with a blank signature of the captain of this port, in order thata
sufficient ground may be established for comparing this signature with those which may be presented, keeping in
view the prospectus of those with which the said privateers are cruising.

I am likewise asked by your excellency for information how far my instructions are extended for interrupting
the commerce of the United States with Mexico and the republic of Colombias and for your gratification it is my
duty to declare, that I find myself sufficiently instructed to state that the blockade which was established on all the,
coasts and ports of the provinces of Venezuela has been raised. Under these circumstances, I consider the com-
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merce of the United States to be in a free capacity for an intercourse with that of the places formerly blockaded;
reserving, however, for lawful capture the vessels of any nation which shall be found conveying implements of war
to the insurgents, or people disposed fo co-operate with them in their military resistance.” I'can give your excel-
lency no certain information concerning Mexico; but it is my opinion that the circumstances and condition are to
be found the same as those of Venezuela. E

The very important objects to which your mission into these seas is directed, and your good intentions and views,
afford me the greatest satisfaction, and hasten me to manifest myself to your excellency, as at the instant I now do,
in order to_assure you that all within the scope of my authority and faculty in this island is one of the places most
interested in the flourishing of commerce, and the revival, if possible, of good faith and.due respect to the property
of the citizens. Trusting that your excellency may be able to fulfil the desires of your Government in this import-
ant charge, and that they may be ever more and more hdppy in their election, .

I have the honor of being, with the greatest respect, your excellency’s most attentive and sure servant, &ec.

i ' MIGUEL DE LA TORRE.

Don Davip PortEer, N -

Commandant of the squadron of U. S. of America in the offing of this port.

.
Most ExcELLExT SIR: OrFice oF THE CapTAIN GENERAL OF PuerTo Rico, March 6, 1823.

At noon this day, just as I arrived from the village.of Caguas, where I received at eight o’clock this morning
the official letter of the King’s Jieutenant commandant of this place, advising me of the arrival of the squadron under
the command of your excellency, with a disposition to enter this port, I have been inauspiciously informed of the
misfortune occurring in the death of the commander of a schooner of war belonging to the squadron, which, it seems,
persisted in entering the port, notwithstanding his having been warned by the fort to desist from his undertaking by
a discharge of two cannons, the first with a blank cartridge, and the other at an elevation with a ball. Baut the gar-
rison, in seeing his obstinacy, followed with an extraordinary rigor the orders for hindering the entrance of the
squadron until my arrival, according to the determination formed by the said lieutenant of the place yesterday.

I wish to persuade the mind: of your exceilency into a consciousness of the sorrow which this event, so mournful
and unfortuvate, has caused me; so much the more painful, inasmuch as it has happened in a place in the district
under my command, and on an individual under the orders of your excellency,and a citizen of the United States;
of a nation with whom, in all acceptations, the Spaniards of both hemispheres are found united.

So unexpected a misfortune, which it seems ought never to be feared in friendly establishments, appears to carry
on itself a character of eriminality, which more and more aggrieves my feelings. )

But the juncture of the circumstances which have couspired towards this fatality, according to the information
received by me, is such, that if your excellency will be pleased to examine it with impartiality, you will perceive
that if the facts are not sufficient to mitigate the regret, they are at least enough to I?rg)ve that there has been no inten-
’%:)n of failing in regard to your excellency, or of offending any citizen of the United States, and much less their

overnment. . .

The lieutenant of the Kingand commandant of the place, grounded on various reasons, (of whichit is not import-
ant to trouble your excellency with a citation, but of which, however, I will point outa few,) believed that heought not
to permit the entering of the squadron until my arrival. One of his motives arose from his recollecting that, during the
last year, an expedition was armed in the ports of North Americaagainst this island, and placed under the command of
a man named Ducondray Holstein, which expedition actually went into the port of Saint Bartholomew under the
American flag. And among his other reasons were the following: It has been reported here that another similar
expedition is this year in preparation; that the schooners alluded to, on their entering yesterday, would not receive
the pilots on board unless they practised with particular plans of the harbor and the leads in their hand, of which the
captain of the port made his complaint; that when the officers came on shore a rumor was spread that they were
saying Spain had ceded this island and that of Cuba to the English, which relation they confirmed to the lieutenant
of the King, as he himself has assured me; that their not having presented to him the writing, nor any expression
from your excellency, he suspected he had found something alarming in these rumors, and nof sufficient proof that
these were national vessels merely by the uniforms in which the officers were dressed. .

These are some of the reasons which he has informed me he had in view in not consenting to the eatrance of
the squadron until myarrival; and, in consequence.of them, he despatched his orders to the Castle of the Moro, not
for the purpose of comumitting hostilities, but merely preventive orders. He sent.an adjutant at half past six o’clock
in the morning, accompanied by an interpreter, on board one of the schooners under the command of your excellency,
to entreat her commander to be so good as to call on the Government in order to agree with them on the means and
form of making known to your excellency this their determination. Unfortunately, the commander of the American
vessel deferred in the first place kis seeing the lieutenant of the King until one o’clock in the afternoon; and, pro-
voked by the adjutant to view itas an urgent case, and to consider duly the cause of his being disturbed, and of
which he was fully informed, this commander promised the adjutant that he would go to the Government as soon as he
could dress himself. By an unheard-of fatality he did not accomplish this promise until after his hearing the firing
of the cannons at the Moro, which might have been avoided had he only presented himself for an interview with the
commandant of the place. "The remissness of this officer, and the pertinacity of him who commanded the schooner,
in his not suspending his entering in spite of the cannon that was fired without a shot, and without waiting for a
pilot; but, notwithstanding this, and the second discharge of a gun at.an elevation, to crowd sail in order at all events
to gain the port—these acts, most_excellent sir, have been the means of depriving the United States of a citizen,
your excellency of an officer, of filling Puerto Rico with mourning, and myself with inexpressible sorrow. I feel it to
be my duty to assure your excellency that the orders issued by the licutenant of the King and commandant general
of the place were by no means intended to commit hostilities or offences against the vessel, but, as the firing was
made at an elevation, either the tumbling of the sea, or perhaps some bad pointing, must have been the cause why the
fourth discharge should produce such a fatal effect. . R .

Immediately on my return to this place, I gave orders that all the vessels underthe command of your excellency,
of whatsoever description, may enter treely into this harbor as into a port of friends, where they will meet that recep-
tion which the law of nations assigns to those who claim a title in civilization, and- other Frivﬂeges secured by the
treaties of friendship existing between the two nations. In this act I anticipated for mygelf the satisfaction of being
able to manifest personally all the consideration which your person merits from me, and my regret for so mournful

and disagreeable an event. , .
May God guard your excellency many years. .
MIGUEL DE LA TORRE.

Don Davio Porrrr, . . C .
The Most Excellent Commander of the Anglo-American squadron in the offing of Puerto Rico.

OFrIcE oF THE CAPTAIN GENERAL oF Puerto Rico, March 7, 1823,

Most ExceLLENT Sir: ]

One of the first objects of my attention, as soon as I was informed of the mournful accident, concerning
which I wrote to your excellency in my letter of yesterday, was to acquaint myself with the actual condition of the
wounded individual, in order that he should be located where_the duties of friendship might be exercised for his
accommodation and comforts; but, being certified that he bad died during the transaction before related, I could do



1823.] CONDITION AND DISPOSITION OF THE NAVY. 1105

no otherwise than give my orders that his funeral should be conducted .with all the decorum and manifestation of
respect due to an honorable officer of his character and station, and cause his corpse to be attended to the grave by
a pracession composed of the principal chieftains, authorities, and other officers of this garrison. In thisact, I could
wish that your excellency might recognise an expression of the lively sorrow which has been excited in me by this
misfortune.

" " May God preserve your excellency many years.
Ay ot preserve ¥ Ay MIGUEL DE LA TORRE.

Don Davip PorTER, | Lo .- ) ]
The Most Excellent Commander-in-chief of the Anglo-American squadron in the offing of this port.

Your ExcELLENCY: U. S. surr Peacock, Acuapa, Harch 8, 1823,

On the 3d of this month I despatched from the_squadron under my command the United States schooner
Greyhound, commanded by Captain John Porter of the United States navy. who was the bearer of a letter from me
to your excellency, written in strict conformity with instructions which I'had received from my Government, pro-
pounding certain nquiries to enable your excellency to put me in possession of such information as would place it in
my power to fulfil the benevolent intentions of the Government of the United States without infringing on the rights
of Spain as a belligerent. L.

"The commander of the Greyhound was directed to remain in St. John’s two days for your exceliency’s answer,
and then to join me off the port, or at this place, where I proposed watering the squadron under my command.

On the second day after his arcival at St. John’s I directed the commander of the United States schooner Fox to
proceed there with hus vessel, to ascertain at what time it was probable your reply would be obtained, with orders
to return immediately, and apprize the commander of the United States schooner Beagle, another of my squadron,
of my intention to come to this place. . 3 .

On the arrival of the Fox within gun-shot of the castle, I was much surprised to observe that six guns were fired
at her; but knowing of no cause to justify such an act of violence, I should have thought that perhaps I might have
been mistaken, had not the commanders of all three of those vessels failed to obey my instructions, which could not
have happened but for some violent detention by the authorities at St. John’s. . L
. Until, however, I am hetter satisfied of the fact, I shall refrain from the expression of my sentiments on the sub-

Ject, and shall for the present merely observe that their character could not have been misunderstood, as my squad-
ron, at the time of the departure of the Fox, was lying in full view of the castle, with their colors flying, and a
British squadron under the command of Sir Thomas Cochrane, which had several times communicated with me,
and well knew the vessels arrived there the day previous to the last mentioned vessel, and on the day previous to

- my arrival off the port. - . ) T
I know not whether my suspicions are correct, but I have, in the event of their being so, directed the senior offi-
cer to abandon the vessels, and leave the island of Porto Rigo as soon as possible; leaying it to my country, to whom
I sénallﬁ‘ makel}mown the facts, to resent the outrage as it may think proper, and which it will no doubt do promptly
and_effectually. .
Your excellency must be aware that it is always in my power to retaliate, and even in this place; but it would be
a poor return for the friendship and hospitality { have received from its inhabitants; and I cannot reconcile it to
myself that the innocent should be made to sufter for offences not their own. N
With great respect, I have the honor to be your excellency’s most obedient, hu mblﬁ s?{)ﬁ'{h R
GR.

Your ExcELLENCY: U. 8. sure Pracock, Acuapa, March 11, 1823,

. I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your several favors of the 6th and 7th of this month.

That which is in reply to the letter I had the honor to address you on the 4th is perfectly satisfactory in all its
details; and the promptness with which you have been pleased to attend to it, as well as its contents, will, no doubt,
be hlihly' gratifying to the Government of the United States. )

. I'know not how to touch on the melancholy subject of your other letters, without giving vent to some of those
feelings which operate at this moment on my mind. I shall endeavor, however, to treat it coolly and dispassion-
ately, and hope, by a few facts, to convince your excellency that there was not the shadow of an excuse for inter-
dicting the entrance of my squadron into the harbor of St. John’s; that nothing can justify the order, issued by
your second in command, to fire upon any of the vessels composing it; and that the act of firing was, to say the
least of it, an act of the most unpardonable cruelty and barbarity. Itis painful to me to see that your excellency has
labored to justify the act, and to throw the blame on the commander of one of the United States vessels then in port.

. A statement in the Echo of the 8th, drawn by the same hand that penned your letter to me, is given to the public,
with the same object in view. Your gxcellency may have reasoned yourself into a belief of the correctness of the
inferences you have in both cases drawn from information given you, or both may have been considered as neces-
sary and proper to prevent excitement; but I must be excused for.saying to your exqellencf that the charge is only
an aggravation to the outrage which had already been committed. , It was not the duty of that officer to move at the
beck and call of the King’s lieutenant, or to leave the duty unexecuted which I hud sent him to perform, (to com-
municate to me the hostile intentions of a,subaltern;) which, had .they been fully.explained to him, he never could
have believed he would have dared to have carried Into effect; but they never were explained, and no such conver-
sation took place between the King’s lieutenant and_the American officer, as js related by your excellency. Your
escellency has been misinformed on the subject; and had it taken place, and had it been the dufy of the American
officer to have communicated to me the intention to prevent my coming into, port, it would have been impracticable
for him to have executed it, as the sea raged with such viglence at the time, that no vessel or boat could possibly
have left the harbor. It is not magnanimous in your excellency to resort to such means to excuse the bad conduct
of those under your command. . .. -

"The officer you would implicate was the bearer of.a despatch from me to your excellency, apprizing you of the
benevolent intentions of my Government in fitting out the squadron I have the honor to commandp.

He had been two days'in your port, and was possessed of a copy of my letter to you, which had been seen by
your second in command, at the moment of his presenting himself to him, which was on the day of his arrival. And
ifany doubts existed as to his character, or the character of the vessel under his command, being in the power of
the authorities of Porto Rico, they could easily have satisfied themselves. But he had been received and treated as
an American officer; and it is only to endeaver to palliate or excuse the conduct of the offending individual, that
your excellency has sought for facts, which would never have been brought into notice but for the lamentable cir-
cumstance which gave rise to these painful remarks. . : )

He informed your second of the character of my squadron. A British squadron was then lying in the port, which
knew me, and (there cannot be a doubt) had communicated intelligence of my intentions to visit Porto Rico.

. Thesloop of war, on board which-my pendant was fiying, with some small vessels of my squadron,were lying
in full view of the castle with their colors hoisted; the schooner which was fired into was standing directly into port
in open day; she could not have escaped after the first shot was fired, or have given up her intention of going into
St. John’s, had she been so disposed, or had she understood what was intended %y the firing. But let me ask your
excellency, who, for an instant, could have supposed that a small schooner, of scarcely forty tons burden, mounting
only three guns, with 2 complement of twenty-five officers and men, would have occasioned any alarm to the city of
St. John’s, surrounded as it is by fortresses, rendered as impregnable as nature and the art of man can make them?
‘Was it not more natural to believe that the firing was intended to compel her approach? and even if the intention
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was not complied with, ought not her feeble condition to have claimed, from those in your fortress, some mercy?
But no! the vessel, after the death of her lamented commander, was compelled to anchor between the forts, where a
tremendous sea was running, which jeopardized the lives of every one on.board; to send the small boat on shore,
where the young midshipman, who commanded her, was insulted by having a heavy gun pointed into the boat, and
thr&aatened (\ivxth destruction if he attempted to move from his position; he was then taken like a criminal, and placed
under guard.

These are facts, your excellency, and incontrovertible ones. '

Let me ask your excellency what better proofs you have of the character of my squadron now, than were pro-
duced on the first day of the arrival of the officer you wish to implicate? What further examination has been made,
that the authorities of Porto Rico are better satisfied of our being Americans now than they were before? None.

I repeat it, that the character of my squadron was well known in St. John’s. Even in this obscure place I found
American newspapers containing all the details respecting it; and at St. Thomas’s I saw persons direct from St.
John’s, who informed me that its equipment and object were well known there. There has, in fact, been a degree of
publicity given to the expedition, and an interest felt in it, that have been rarely equalled. The whole of the civilized
world was interested inits success. Itis in vain, then, to say that we were taken for lawless invaders, and itis
unjust to endeavor .to stain the character of my country by a charge of the frequency of hostile expeditions against
the Spanish possessions, or offer them as an excuse for the conduct of the offender. Bad men escape, sometimes,
the vigilance of the most rigid authorities; and no Government deserves reproach when it does its utmost to detect
and bring them to punishment.

I find your coasts lined with troops since my arrival here; I find reinforcements daily coming in, as I am in-
formed, by your order, to protect the imhabitants from my resentment; I have found every precaution taken to keep
me in Hrolound ignorance of the lamentable occurrence; but these things were all in vain. I saw the insult offered
to the flag of my country. I have satisfied your military commander that their force is despicable when compared
to that at my disposal; and I have convinced the inhabitants that, although they are at my mercy, they will not be
made answerable for the offences of an individual.

[t is not, then, becoming to the character of your excellency to resort to subterfuge, in order to divert the odium
of the act from one officer to attach blame to another.

I will further ask why a rigor should be exercised towards vessels bearing the American flag that was not ex-
tended to the British squadron, or to the ¥rench frigate which arrived subsequently to the attack on Lieutenant Com-
mandant Cocke? In the one case,there was only a small schooner to fire at; in the other, there were vessels of force.

Had he fallen in battle, and by the hand of a declared enemy, we should bave been reconciled to his fate by the
proud satisfaction that he died in the performance of his duty to his country; but to be thus cruelly torn from us,
and by the hand of a dastard, whose aim was the more sure from a confidence in his own safety and the defenceless
condition of his object, admits of no consolation.

Your excellency, in conversation with the officer you wish to implicate, adverted to the affair of the Panchita as
some palliation for the offence; and there is too much reason to apprehend that the officer who gave the order to
prevent the entrance of my squadron, as well as those who executed it, thought-this a fair opportunity to retaliate;
otherwise, why heat shotin the furnaces to destroy my squadron? why open two batteries on the schooner? and
why fire round shot and langrage while the lamented victim was hailing the fort? and why the remark of the man '
who pointed the gun, that the shot was intended to avenge the Panchita?

Your excellency will recollect that, in the case of the Panchita, there was an equality of force. Such an occur-
rence would not have taken place had there been_as great a disparity as in the present instance. The cases are not,
therefore, parallel; and if the satisfaction of retaliation was sought for, the offenders have failed in their object; it is
yet to be obtained. R .

I shall leave the island to-morrow morning with a heavy heart, and shall, without delay, communicate to my
Goverrllment the melancholy result of my visit here, which was intended for the benefit of the civilized world in
general.

With the highest respect, I have the honor to be your excellency’s most obedient, humble servant,
. D. PORTER.
To His Excellency the Governor of Porfo Rico.

\

Sir: U. S. su1p Peacook, Maranzas, March 28, 1823,

I have the honor to inform you that I arrived here on the 26th, after giving to the north coast of St.
Domingo and“Cuba as thorough an examination as was practicable with the two schooners and the boats of this ship,
with the greater part of her crew; while all the keys off shore, pointed out to me as the rendezvous of pirates, were
examined by the ship. - . n .

The service has been very fatiguing to those employed, for more than a week past in open boats, and in the most
dangerous and intricate navigation in the world; but 1t has been performed cheerfully, and I wish I could say suc-
cessfully. But we have not, in this long route, been able to detect a single pirate, although our suspicions rested on
many; nor can I conceive how we shall ever be able to detect them, for they are one day fishermen, another droguers,
wood-cutters, salt gatherers, or pirates, as best suits them. . . :

Every Spaniard is armed with a knife; and this weapon, according to their mode of warfare, is enough for them.
‘Were we to apprehend every suspicious Spaniard and vessel, their coasting trade would soon be entirely broken up.
Since my arrival here, I have heard of the most horrid atrocities committed by them. They now spare no one;
whole ships® crews are indiscriminately burnt with their vessels; and there has been an instance, recently, of the
murder of a crew under the walls of the Moro. : N .

I have written to the Captain General a letter similar to the one I wrote to the Captain General of Porto Rico,
calling on him for information and co-operation, and await his reply, which I expect fo-morrow or nest day; and
shall then proceed to Thompson’s Island, to make arrangements for the most energetic operations. I shall there
meet all the force which I despatched from Aguadilla, with the exception of the Shark. B

On my arrival here I found a fleet of American vessels waiting for convoy, some of which had been ready for
sea twenty days; and was surprised and mortified to find that all dur vessels of war had left this coast, and our
commerce here entirely unprotected. . . .

The only protection I can give them is the two small vessels, which will convoy them beyond the reach of pirates,
and, after éxamining a bay to windward, which has been their resort for some time, will join the squadron at the
place of rendezvous. The departure of those vessels of war stationed here for the protection of our commerce,
and which I calculated on finding here, has caused me some embarrassment, as it becomes necessary to employ
part of the force which was intended for the pursuit and destruction of pirates, to give that protection to our trade
which it has a right to. The reasons for their departure are unknown to me, and I must leave 1t to their commanders
to make the necessary explanations. Five piratical vessels have, for some weeks, been watching the fleet, in the
bay, which I shall cause to be examined; and since our arrival, as you will find by the enclosed copy of a note from
a highly respectable source, they have dispersed and disarmed. - .

T shall do all in my power, with whatever force may be at my disposal, fo give protection to our commerce, and
effect the destruction of the pirates; and protection shall be the primary object. But, to fulfil the expectations that
have been formed, we shall want at least two or three of the large schooners in addition to those we now have.

1 was surprised to learn, on wy arrival here, that circulars had been written by the Captain General to the gov-
ernors and commanders of the different districts of the island, forbidding the entrance of my squadron into any of
its ports, or the landing of any part of my forces in pursuit of pirates. ~The island appears at present in a very
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agitated state, and the Government appear to think that the United States would consider ita very desirable ac-
uisition. I shall use every means in my power to satisfy them that my objects are totally unconnected with any
thing of a political nature.
All vessels ordered under my command I beg may be directed to report to me at Thompson’s Island.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. PORTER.

Hon. Sxiry TuoMeson, Secretary of the Navy, Washington City.

P. S. Since writing the above I have heard of a pirate to leeward, and have despatched the two schooners and
boats after her. I shall know the result of the expedition in the course of a few hours, and have good reason to
believe it will prove successful. .

Your ExcELLENCY: U. S. surp Pracock, orF MaTanzas, March 26, 1823,

I have the honor to inform you that, in pursuance of orders from my Government, I have taken the command
of all the United States naval forces in these seas, for the protection of the commerce of the United States against
all unlawful interruptions, to guard the rights botil of property and person of our citizens whenever it may become
necessary, and for the suppression of piracy and the slave trade.

As great complaints have been made of the interruptions and injury to our commerce by privateers fitted out
irom Spanish ports, I must beg your excellency to furnish me with a descriptive list of vessels legally commissioned
to cruise from Cuba, with a set of blank forms of their papers, that I may know how and when to respect them, if I
should meet with any of them. i .

[ must also beg your excellency to inform me how far they have been instructed to interrupt our trade with
Mexic(l)l and the Colombian republic, and whatever instructions or authorities they may have affecting our commerce

enerally.

g As thsfrz suppression of piracy, the principal motive for my visit to these seas, is an object that concerns all nations,
(all being parties against them, and may be considered allies,) I confidently look to all for co-operation whenever it
may be necessary, or at least their favorable and friendly support; and to none more than those most exposed to
their depredations. I therefore look with confidence to your excellency for the aid of such means as may be in your
power for their suppression; and, in the absence of means, I beg to assure your excellency that, whatever course
may be pursued by me to destroy those enemies of the human race, it will have no other aim; and I shall observe
the utmost caution not to encroach on the rights or willingly to offend the feelings of others, either in substance or
in form, in all the measures which may be adopted to accomplish the end in view.

It will afford me sincere pleasure should I be so fortunate as to fulfil the expectations of my Government, and
at the same time preserve harmony and a good understanding with those with whom I may be so unfortunate as to
c(l)me ir}l1 collision or discussion in relation thereto. Indeed, it will add much to my happiness if it can be avoided
altogether.

‘That such is my sincere wish, and that the objects set forth by me are'the only ones which brought me to these
seas, I beg leave to assure your excellency, in the most positive and unequivocal terms.

With the highest respect, I have the honor to be your excellency’s very obedient, humble servant,

. PORTER,
Commanding United States naval forces in the West Indies and Gulf of Mexico.
To His Excellency the Capraiy GeneraL of Cuba.

{TRANSLATION.]
SERoR: Havana, March 29, 1823,

I feel much satisfaction in your arrival into these seas with the commission explained to me in your official
letter of the 26th of the present month, which I am now answering, and I offer you, at once, a hearty welcome.

You are pleased to manifest that there have been great complaints on account of the mischief committed on your
commerce by corsairs fitted out in the Spanish ports, and wish me to furnish you with a descriptive list of the ves-
sels lawfully authorized, at the island of Cuba, for cruising; also a set of blank forms of their papers, in order that
you may know how and when to respect them, if you were to fall in with any of them. In answer, I must state
that, as this business pertains exclusively to the general marine command at this station, you will be pleased to
address that department for these objects of your requisition. .

This Government, commodore, (senor commodore) anxiously desires, and loses none of the means in their dis-
posal, to prosecute those enemies of the human race even to annihilation; and you can be well assured that, on all
occeasions, it is and will be ready to lend every aid that is compatible with the territorial rights and privilege to the
nations co-operating for the extermination of these freebooters,

Deign to accept the considerations of my respect and friendship. God preserve you many years.

. SEBASTIAN KINDERLAN.
Sefior Don D. PorTER, .
Commander of the naved forces of the U. S. in this sea.

Extract of aletter from Commodore Porler to the Secretary of the Navy, dated

S U. 8. sTeaM earnioT SEA Gurr, Martavzas, April 16, 1823,
R

For the last two weeks our movements and occupations have been so various, that to_enter into a full detail
would swell too much this communication; to be brief, therefore, I shall merely state that, within that time, we have
built our storehouses on Thompson’s Island, landed all our stores, collected together all the schooners of the squad -
ron, and stationed them at different points on the coast of Cuba, fitted out all the barges which are also on the coast,
and captured one pirate, a pilot-boat schooner, formerly the Pilot, of Norfolk, armed with one long twelve pounder,
and commanded by Domingo, the notorious head of this horde of desperadaes, who formerly commanded the Sara-
gariana, the vessel in the attempt to capture which the gallant Allen fell; Domingo and two of his crew only escaping
to the shore with their lives, and one was taken.

The Pilot had been in Eossessmn of the pirates eight days. I had heard of her capture on my first touching in at
Matanzas with the Peacock, and left the two schooners, the Wild Cat and Beagle, to look out for her and the Sara-
gariana to windward, while the Peacock shaped her course toward Havana; but, not finding her, I hastened to
‘Thompson’s Island, and, two of the barges being got ready and manned from her fine crew, I despatched Captain
Cassin with them and two of the schooners, which soon arrived, to examine from Havana down to Cape Antonio,
and thence to Trinidad, on the south side of the island—a piracy having recently been committed near the latter
place. Captain Cassin left Thompson’s Island on the morning of the ——, and next morning received information
that the Pilot had been seen off the Moro; he consequently sent Lieutenant Stribling to windward, along shore, with
the barges, while he kept a look out for her near Havana. On the same day the Wild Cat and Beagle fell in with her
to leeward of Matanzas; chased her, within gun-shot, the greater part of the day, giving and receiving from the
Pilot a smart fire; but night commion, she eluded them by getting close under the land, hauling down all sail, and
getting off with her sweeps, In about an hour after this, Lieutenant Stnblinf. ran alongside of her with his two
boats, one commanded by himself, the other by midshipman Kelby, acting as lieutenant of the Fox, and took pos-
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session of her, after a fire of ten minutes, in whicl’ time all the crew, except the captain and three others, one of
whom is taken, were killed, the pirate baving time to fire his long gan‘only once; and, what-adds to the satisfaction
1 feel in giving these particulars, which I have obtained from "Lieutenant Skinner, who feli in with Lieutenant
Stribling and his prize next morning, is, that no one was even wounded on board our boats,sb sudden and effectual
\\gl.s_ the attack, which does great credit to Lieutenant Stribling, and all those concerned with him'in this gallant
affair. :

I have with me here the Sea Gull, three barges, and one of the boats belonging to the Peacock, besides the ves-
sels intended for convoy; the barges I have placed under the command of Lieutenant Cassin of the Peacock, which
ship, as well as the Decoy, I-have been compelled to lay up, in order to obtain men to man the barges, not having
found a single vessel on the station on my arrival.

_ I'shall despatch Lieutenant Cassin to windward as soon as the weather will permit, where I have strong expecta-
tions, from information received, of breaking up a nest of these vagabonds. Two schooners, under Lieutenant
Commandant Kearney, are stationed off Havana, to give convoy; two are now refitting, to relieve some of the others,
and we are now in full operation; but it is greatly to be regretted that I should have been compelled to employ for
convoy those small schooners, which were intended solely for the purpose of hunting the pirates out of their hiding
holes; but, notwithstanding I have not, including the crew of the Peacock, the number of men required to man one
of our large frigates, I hope to effect the object for which I was sent here, and, for a time, give protection to our
commerce by convoy; yet the duty is severe, and more than men can long bear. Some respite will be necessary; but
it would be unjust in me if I did not say that every officer and man under my command enters with the utmost
alacrity and zeal into the severe duties which this novel service imposes on them; and although most of them have
scarcely put their feet on shore from their cramped vessels since they have left the United §tates; although they
have suffered all that men could suffer in crossing the Gulf stream in heavy gales in open boats, stiil not 2 murmur
has been heard from any one. Some, from sickness, and finding themselves unequal to the fatigue, have asked leave
to return, and I have indulged them; but, in general, the squadron enjoys uncommon health, and there is every
prospect of its continuance. : ] s .

Domingo, the captain of the Pilot, was in this place yesterday, the day of my arrival, and has since disappeared;
he acknowledges the death of all his crew, except those beforé wentioned. ‘ ) i

The Pilot 1s a remarkable sailer; was a constant trader to Havana. Domingo had long set his heart on having
her, and, immediately on capturing her, armed and took the command of her. fhope soon to give you some further
account of him and the Saragariana. There was one act of politeness in this singular character, which I cannot omit
mentioning: there were a large number of letters for myself ‘and the officers of the squadron on board the Pilot when
she was taken, to%lether with many for merchants in Cuba.” Domingo possessed himself of all the mercantile letters,
and delivered to the captain of the Pilot all those for us; desiring him to send them to us, as he did not wish to de-
pmvel us of the opportunity of hearing from our friends. He said he had no ill will against us—we were but doing
our duty. Tk - N

The Peacock, sir, is too firm a ship to keep in a state of idleness; and without her créw I should not have been
able to man the barges, by far the most efficient force we have. - ' o

. In the present state of the establishment at the island, it will be in vain to look for those comforts which the fa-
tigues of the kind of life we now lead make more necessary to us than they would be at other times, without the con-
veniences which a ship affords. : ) :

I do not make this remark so much on my own account as on account of others. The accommodations of the
Peacock are small; we have been a great inconvenience to her officers, and it has been the source of great pain to me
to witness how much myself and those who necessarily accompanied me, have been to Captain Cassin and his offi-
cers, who have made every sacrifice of their own comfort for our accommodation. 3

It would be extremely satisfactory to me, and I am persuaded would be highly advantageous to the public inter-
est, if I could have a ship and crew for the accommodation of myself and those with me. Fhe Erfe would suit me

" extremely well if she had a poop on her, I want no larger or better ship, and I beg I may not be refused; for at pre-

sent I am completely on the parish, not living as I could wish, but as I can. 'This is the only request I'have made
since I embarked in this enterprise, in which I am individually concerned; and it would not have been made, were
I not satisfied that the public interest would:be more benefited than my own comfort would be promoted. If I can-
not have the Erie, I beg that I may have the Macedonian, or some one other of our fri%ates; but, whatever ship may
be sent, I hope she may be furnished with a poop; it is essentially necessary in this climate, and on-such a service.

have the honor'to be, your very obedient servant,
g - D. PORTER.

Sir: U. S. scuooxer Fox, orr THE Havana, pril 9, 1823.

Agreeably to your orders of the 5th instant, I proceeded with the' schooners Fox and Jackal, and the barges
(:;;allini[t)per and Mosquito, off this harbor, and despatched Lieutenant Commandant Stephens, in his small boat, into
the port. .

n his approaching the Moro, he was ordered by the guard to return, as his boat would not be permitted to enter,
but that his schooner might. . .

As it was important that we should communicate with the consul, I ordered the Jackal into the harbor for that
purpose; she was suffered to pass, and, returning, brought an urgent request from Mr. Warner, and the entreaty of
numerous merchants and shipmasters, to afford convoy to eight or ten American vessels then ready to sail, they
having been waiting eonvoy a considerable time; such was the alarm created by piratical depredations, many atro-
cious acts having been committed in_the very mouth of the harbor, and one only the evening before our arrival, by
the ﬁ‘-‘(’fﬁd sghogner Pilot. Captain Stephens also informed me that this pirate was then supposed to be in Escondido,
or Hidden harbor.

Under those circumstances, I thought myself justifiable in giving convoy, and sent Captain Stephens in to make
}mﬁwn tohvesslels of all nations that I would afford them protection as far as the Gulf, and proceed with them at day-

ight on the 7th.

“0On a belief of finding the pirates, I despatched Lieutenant Stribling in the Gallinipper, accompanied by the
Mosquito, Lieutenant Kelby, of the Fox, at seven o’clock in the evening, to Escondido. On the morning of the 8th,
I fell'in with the Wild Cat and Beagle, who had been run off their cruising ground in chase of the pirates, but lost
sight of them during the night. As it would not be detaining those vessels more than a few hours, [ determined to
keep them with the convoy until well off from the land, and run in myself with the Jackal, and pick up the
barges. At six o’clock on the 8th, I received a large fleet of vessels of several nations, who claimed our protection,
and proceeded with them to windward; at three in the afternoon discovered the barges returning with a stranger in
company, which proved (very much t0 my satisfaction) to be the noted schooner Pilof, which was taken by our
barges after a long running fight, for the particulars.of- which I refer you to the report of Lieutenant Stribling.

1 directed the Wild Cat and Beagle to continue fvith the convoy until morning, the Wild Cat then to return to
her station, and the Beagle to return to Matanzas, fot-your despatches, and proceeﬁ with them to Thompson’s Island.
I called in the Jackal and barges, and with the prize'stood in for the Moro. . TR

As the Pilot will be of considerable importance to *the ‘expedition, I shall keep her with me,and have made the
necessary arrangements, and this evening will proceed from’ this-on my cruise. A ’

As I'believed it would have a good effect, I sent the prize into Havana, to show her, and get a littie water.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, S CASSIN

Commodore D. PorTER.
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Str: LATE PIRATICAL soHOONER P1roT, oFr Havana, April 8, 1823,

In obedience to your orders, I proceeded, at half past 7 o’clock last evening, with the barges Gallinipper and
Mosqnito, to examine the coast to windward, as high up as Escondido, for pirates. In consequence of the lightness
of the wind, we were compelled to make use of our oars most of the time; this morning, at daylight, several small
sail were in sight; we boarded a number, and found them coasters. At 7 A. M. discovered a schooner about three
niles to the eastward, of a suspicious appearance, and immediately gave chase; the stranger apparently full of men,
and sweeping in_shore. At 8 h. 15 m. fired two muskets, to bring the chase to. On firing the second gun, she com-
menced firing with round and grape, and musketry. We returned it with our muskets, at the same time making
every exertion to get alongside of her; at 8 h. 30 m. the schooner succeeded in gaining the shore; in an instant we
were on board of her, and succeeded in getting on shore. We however secured one man, and found two of her
crew killed—one on board, the other on shore. ~'We have every reason, however, to believe that several were
wounded. I landed the marines with some of the seamen; but the thickness of the underwood rendered it impru-
dent to pursue them. We succeeded in getting off the schooner (late the Pilot, of Norfolk,) without her sustain-
ing any material injury. Tam happy to state that not one of our men_has been injured; this I consider the more
remarkable and providential, as the pirates had every advantage in being in a large vessel, where they could load and
gre ‘yi]th qllxickness and certainty. It may be proper to mention that the schooner, on commencing her fire, hoisted

anish colors.

P The armament consisted of one double fortified six pounder, twenty-three muskets, twenty-one blunderbusses,
ten pistols, six fowling-pieces, one swivel blunderbuss, with a number. of cane-knives, swords, and dirks. From the
prisoner I have ascertained that her complement consisted of thirty-six men. o

I cannot, sir, conclude without expressing my thanks to Acting Lieutenant Kelby, Lieutenant Walker of the
:rr}llaring‘ corps, Midshipmen Carr and Bispham, with the crew of both barges, for their steady and gallant conduct in
this affair.

I have the honor to be, sir, respectfully, yours, &ec.
C. K. STRIBLING.

To Captain L. Cassix,

Commanding the division of schooners and barges.

Your Excerrexcy: Havana, April 20, 1823.

Haying been informed that an order has been issued by your excellency to the military commanders of dis-
tricts in this island, forbidding the entrance into the harbors thereof of the squadron under my command, I have
therefore to repeat to your excellency that I came by the orders of the Government of the United States, in aid of
the lacal authorities, for the suppression of piracy, and for no other object, as T have always assured your excellency;
and I have to beg of you to prevent any unpleasant consequences from_the existence of an order so hostile to the
interests of Cuba, amf so opposed to the friendly and benevolent intentions of my Government; that your excellency
will be pleased to cause it to be revoked as early as practicable; and that you will furnish me with a paper bearing
your excellency’s signature, whereby the friendly character of the forces under my command may be made under-
stood by the aforesaid military commanders as well as by all others in authority with whom I may come in contact;
and your excellency will pardon me for urging with great earnestness this request, as the knowledge of this order
has been the source of great uneasiness to me, particularly since an admission on the part of your excellency confirms
its existence.

I have the honor to be, with high respect, your excellency’s very obedient and humble servant,

D. PORTER.
To His Excellency the Carraiy Gexeraw of Cuba.

SIR: U. 8. steaxm carulor Sea Gury, MaTanzas, April 24, 1823,

In my last Iinformed you that I had despatched the barges to examine a bay to windward of Point Yacos;
and, having intelligence of three piratical schooners in the river Palmas, I left this place on the 19th, joined the
barges next day near Cayo Blance, and, after after a laborious search of two days, discovered the river, where we
found the remains of the vessels which the pirates had burat evidently a shert time before our arrival there. I con-
sequently returned to this place, sending three of the barges along the coast to Havana, to which place I shall
proceed after giving convoy to the vessels in this place, having found it necessary to send the two vessels employed
here on this service to Thompson’s Island to refit, 3 .

I believe, sir, I can now say with safety that there is_not a pirate afloat on this part of the coast of Cuba larger
than an open boat, and even that is doubftul; the Saragariana, in her flight from here, having been taken by two Brit-
ish sloops of war at the east end of the island.

I have the honor to be your very obedient servant,

, D. PORTER.
Hon, Sxrra THOMPSON.

Copy of a letter from Commodore David Porter to the Secretary of the Navy, dated

Sir: U. S. cavuiot SeA Gurr, ArrentoN, THonpsoN’s IsLaxp, May 10, 1823,

Since I last had the hionor to address you, I have returned to this place with the Sea Gull and barges, and -
found here Captain Cassin, with the schooners and barges that accompanied him. ‘

"The report of his cruise is enclosed. Our last cruise has been altogether a most arduous and fatiguing one; and,
although we have not many trophies to show, it has not been without effect. The result has been the capture of a
piratical schooner and a very fine felucca, the destruction of one on shore, the burning of three schooners in the
Rio Palmas, and about a dozen of their houses in the different establishments to leeward of Bahia Honda and inside
the Colorados reef, the complete dispersion of all their gangs from Rio Palmas to Cape Antonio, and, what will be
of no little importance in all our future operations, a most thorough and intimate acquaintance with the whole line
of coast from Cayo Blanco to the east, down to Cape Antonio to the west.

q ‘We have taken only one prisoner, and I shall endeavor to use such information, as I can squeeze out of him to
advantage. . )

I shzﬁl despatch the Peacock to-day for La Vera Cruz to relieve the Shark, and shall now be left with only my
small vessels, two of which, with two barges, (which I have found great difficulty in manning from the Sea Gull and
store-ship,) [ shall send off this evening, under the command of Lieutenant Commandant Watson, on an expedition
among the Keys in the Old Straits, and thence around the island, to_return by way of Cape Antonio.

‘Two schooners, under the command of Lieutenant Commandant Rose, are making the circuit by the other route,
commencing at Point Yacos, going around Cape Antonio, and returning by the Old Straits; two, under command of
Lieutenant Commandant Skinner, are convoying from Havana; and the remaining two are careening, and will in
a few days sail for the protection of our commerce; and the three remaining barges are hauled up for want of men.

I beg you, sir, to take into consideration the uncomfortable situation of myself and those with me, and as early
as may be possible send me a frigate ot a large sloop of war fitted for the climate, or I shall otherwise most reluc-
tantly, on account of health, be compelled to relinguish a service which I have set my heart on accomplishing—the
total suppression of piracy in the West Indies and Gulf of Mexico. It has been effected about the north side of
Cuba, and, \vxt1114561itable means, I have no doubt of effecting it elsewhere.

n
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None of the vessels of war belonging to the West India station, except those which T brought with me from
*the United States, have yet shown themselves; nor can 1 get any intelligence of them by which I can be enabled to
command their service. - )

When I left Matanzas the country was alarmed by large bands of robbers, well mounted and armed, who had
plundered several estates, and committed some murders in the neighborhood of the city. Bodies of horse had been
sent in pursuit of them, and the militia were all under arms. Some prisoners had been taken, and it was said that
those bands were composed of the freebooters who lately infested the coast, and who, being compelled to abandon
the ocean, had taken up this new line of business. .

{ have the honor to be your very obedient servant,

D. PORTER.
Hon. SECRETARY oF THE Navy. ‘

Copy of « letler from Cuaptain Slephen Cassin to Commodore David Porter, dated

Sir: U. 8. sure Peacock, Tuonpson’s Istanp, April 28, 1823,

I had- the pleasure to inform you, by a sloop from the Havana, bound to this place on the 10th instant, of
the successful beginning of my cruise by the capture of the piratical schooner Pilot. After having shown the Pilot
in Havana, and obtained a small quantity of water, I proceeded with the division to Cayo Blanco; we entered
within the reef, and proceeded westward, making an average of about twenty miles per day, leaving no bay, inlet,
or suspicious place, unexplored. On the 16th a sloop boat was observed standing to the eastward; the Mosquito was
ordered in chase; the sloop directly altered her course for the land, was run on shore, and abandoned by her crew,
who escaped into the bushes. She was found to have arms of different descriptions, shot, and other articles of a
suspicious nature, which satisfied me of her piratical character, and I took possession with an intention to destroy
her, as she was rotten and an incumbrance to us. At 10 A. M. on the same day we anchored in a noted harbor for
pirates, intending to examine it thoroughly; our anchor was scarcely gone before a felucca was discovered standing
out for the Gallinipper, which was ahead sounding. On opening our vessels, she immediately hauled down hersails and
pulled around the point of an island; the barges were ordered in chase, accompanied by all the boats we could mus-
ter. On their geiting to where the felucca had disappeared, several houses were discovered, and a number of men
busily employed carrying things from them, and at the moment were supposed to be fishermen. It was some time
‘before the felucca was discovered, and, when found, was dismantled and covered with bushes, hastily thrown over.

When the pirates (which they proved to be) found she was_discovered, they fired a volley of musketry at our
boats, which fortunately proved harmless. The officers and crew immediately landed, and pursued them through the
‘bushes, when a running fight of more than half a mile took place, the pirates frequently turning for a moment and
firing, which was returned occasionally, but without effect, from the eagerness with which they were pursued. So
closely were they pressed, that they threw off shoes, clothes, and other incumbrances, but, from the thickness of the
bushes, and knowledge of their path, all made their escape. Their establishment, which consisted of five houses,
was sef on fire, and the felucca brought off; she isa fine boat, coppered, pulls sixteen sweeps, and is, in every re-
spect, equal to any of our barges; she appears to have been recently fitted, and I presume was on the eve of making
her first cruise. The old boat which was taken in the moruing I gave to a fisherman whe was serviceable tousas a
pilot, she being an incumbrance. : . 3

On the 17th we proceeded, examining all places very minutely, and, from the intricacy of the navigation, did not
arrive at Cape St. Anthony until the 21st; from the moment we passed within the reef, until getting to the cape, we
were obliged to keep the barges ahead sounding. The vessels were all trimmed by the head, and every precaution
taken, yet we frequently grounded; many places, for several miles, we found only seven feet water, and frequently
less than six, when we were obliged to run out anchors and heave through the mud. I learned on the passage, from
the fisherman, that the English attempted the same, but succeeded only part of the way. I also found the British
sloop Scont cruising off the cape, from the commander of which we learned they had numbers cruising in that guarter,
and on the south side.

The passage within the Colorados, from beginning to end, I found extremely intricate; but I am much gratified
by knowing we are the first who accomplished it.  We suffered much for water, and the small quantity we were
enabled to obtain was such as I apprehended would create disease amongst us.

. And for the successful termination of the cruise I tender to Lieutenant Commandants Stephens and Vallette,
Lieutenant Stribling, and their officers, my sincere thanks. -
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
' ’ S. CASSIN.
Commodore Davio Porter, Commanding the U. S. naval forces in the West Indies.

Ewtracts of a letter from Commodore David Porter to the Secretary of the Navy, dated

Sea GuorL, ALLeNToN, May 11, 1823,

We are very much in want of one hundred seamen and ordinary seamen, in addition to our present number, to
enable us to carry on our operations; and, if we do not obtain them, I shall be under the necessity of discontinuing
the employment of the barges; at present I can only man two of them, and to do so am compelled to lay up this
vessel and the Decoy. § '

‘We shall also want a number of officers of every class; how many I am unable to say yet, but, from present
appearances, I am induced to believe that many will, in not a very long time, wish to return to the United States.
The service we are employed on is a very harassing one, and. if it should not occasion-much waste of life, it will at
least try the strength of our constitutions, aud our capacity for the endurance of fatigue and privations.

The commanding officer of marines states to me that he requires, in addition to his present force, fifty officers,
non-commissioned officers, and privates; and, from the difficulty of supplying the guards which I require, I should
presume that a larger number would be necessary.

From the importance of the trade of Cuba and the Gulf of Mexico, the whole of which is now completely pro-
tected from this place with a force not_equal to one frigate, I presume my requests will not be considered extrava-
gant. The arrivals and departures of American vessels from the port of Havana alone average about thirty per
week, and those from Matanzas about twenty. Not a day elapses but that great numbers of American vessels are
to be met passing through the Gulf, and since an establishment here they daily, in numbers, pass in sight of us.

I mention_these facts to give you an idea of the importance of this station, and to show the propriety of aug-
menting the force by the additions which I have asked. , t .

A frigate or a large sloop of war is indispensable to us, and we cannot exist with any thing like comfort without
one. ‘

Thrown, as we are, on a barren and desolate island that does not supply even water, I hope our situation may
be made as free from sufferings as the Department can, without inconvenience to the pubiic interest, make it,

'
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[TRANSLATION.] )
Havara, May 10, 1823.

In the last conference which you had with his excellency, my predecessor, you, no doubt, became satisfied with
the friendly demonstrations and sincere offers of this Government to that of the United States, unequivocally
expressed by that chieftain, with explanations of the subjects of your doubts relative to his official letter of the 29th
of March, in his last paragraph, in answer to one from you, dated the 26th of the same month. .

Having gained an understanding of this case, I have now the satisfaction of declaring to you that this Govern-
ment has not issued any order for prohibiting the entrance of the vessels_in the squadron under your command into
the ports of this island; but, on the contrary, your squadron will meet with every aid and co-operation, on the part
of the local authorities, in the pursuit of pirates who may shelter themselves in the uninhabited coasts, compatible
with the territorial privilege, conformable to the laws of nations. And Ican do no less than assure you that the
Spanish Government, always a faithful observer of the rights pertaining to each nation, as well as jealous of their
own, never would take measures of the kind to which_you allude, without proclaiming their intention with that
frankness and clearness which are its strong characteristics; and, in the present case, it has had no motive for acting
contrary to the sentiments which it has heretofore expressed to you. R .

And, that you may remain satisfied and convinced, I enclose to you circulars for the different commandants of
the military stations on this island, in order that they may afford you all the assistance necessary for the attainment
of your important commission. 'With this I consider your official letter, of the 28th of last month, as answered.

This opportunity allows the pleasure of offering my services to you, with the highest consideration.

God preserve you many years.
FRANCISCO DIONISIO VIVES.

Commodore Davip PorTeR,
Commander of the United States squadron.

Q

Translated copy of a civcular letter from the Captain General of Cuba to the commandants at the several military
stations in that island.

Orrice oF THE CAPTAIN GENERAL OF THE ISLAND oF CUBA,
Havana, May 10, 1823.

An American squadron, under the command of Commodore David Porter, being destined to cruise about the
coasts of this island in aid of our forces, who are engaged in a like enterprise, namely, the purpose of exterminating
the pirates who_infest our seas, and cause so much injury to commerce in general, witEout resrecﬁng any flag
whatever; and it being an obligation of every civilized nation to annihilate such banditti, who, heedless of their
duties in’ society, employ themselves in such execrable practices, I have thought it proper to give orders that,
wherever this squadron may arrive and present itself to the constituted authorities, they must afford it every aid
which may be compatible with the territorial privilege, and respect.

od preserve you ,many years. :
FRANCISCO DIONISIO VIVES.

U. 8. sTeam vESSEL SEa GuLL, ALLENTON,
Your ExceLLency: TromrsoN’s IsLann, May 16, 1823.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 10th, with the circulars accompa-
nying it, and beg leave to veturn my sincere thanks for your prompt and satisfactory reply to my application of the
4th of this month, as well as assurances of the high sense I entertain of the favorable disposition of the higher
authorities of Cuba towards the squadron under my command, which has been manifested by various acts that have
greatly facilitated the execution of the duties intrusted to me; and it is the cause of great regret that I should have
been under any erroneous impression with regard to orders of any kind issued by your predecessor in office, in any
way concerning the operations of my forces; and I beg leave to offer, as my apology, the assurances of those who
had stated to me that they had seen the orders; the admission of the Captain General, as understood by the officer
whom I sent to him on this subject, that orders of a restrictive nature had been issued; the conduct of the com-
mandants of Mariel and Porto Cabanos, and information received from the commandant of Bahia Honda that some
orders with regard to the forces under my command had been received by him. The assurances of your excellency
have put the subject forever at rest, and your circulars have relieved my mind from the serious apprehensions under
which it labored.

Permit me to embrace this opportunity to felicitate your excellency on your arrival, and to assure you that nothing
but a severe indisposition has prevented iy paying my respects in person, and to offer you my best wishes for your
health and happiness.

I have the honor te be, with the highest respect, your excellency’s very obedient and ]18111%})1[% i_grvant,

Commanding U. S. naval forces in the West Indies and Gulf Zf Mexico.

To His Excellency Dox Francisco Dronisio Vives,
Captain General of the island of Cuba and-its dependencies.

Sir: U. 8. caLrror Sea Guin, ArLenton, THoMPsoN’s Isnanp, May 19, 1823.

I have the honer to inform you that not a single piratical act has been committed on the coast of Cuba since

I organized and arranged my forces.
I have the honor to be your obedient servant,
D. PORTER.

Hon. SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.

Eztract of a letter from Commodore David Porter to the Secretary of the Navy, dated

Sir: U. 8. earrior SEa GuLr, ALLENTON, May 22, 1823.

We have a vastly important commerce to Havana and Matanzas, which is now left to the protection of a
small schooner of three guns at each place; all the others, with the exception of two coming in to repair, are cruising
for flrates on the south side of the island and in the Old Straits of Bahama.

am at present left with only the Sea Gull, as the storeship is on the point of sailing for a Ioad of water for us,

the lagoons on the island having dried up.
I beg, sir, that our situation may be taken into consideration, and that some means may be speedily employed to
ameliorate it. The principal thing wanted is a large vessel, and the aid and comforts which she would afford: at
present, I have no place to shelter me but the awning of this small vessel. I cannot obtain hands enough for my use
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to man a boat. I have no comforts whatever, and I find my health gradually sinking. T would be the last to com-
plain without cause, but the rainy and sickly season is now coming on, and I should fail in my duty were I not to
acquaint you with our true situation.

Allow me to suggest that this appears to me to be the most snitable place to give protection to the commerce of

tlie Gclilllf of Mexico, and that all the forces now employed at New Orleans could be much more advantageously em-
ployed here. .

Eztract of a letter from Commodore David Porter to the Secretary of the Navy, dated

Sea Gury, ALLENTON, June 4, 1823.
. Iyesterday was informed of a piratical schooner on the south side of Cuba, which had captured two vessels, and
Iimmediately despatched the Greyhound in pursuit of her.
Itis with regret Iinform you that I am compelled to discontinue giving convoy from Havana, as my forces are now
so scattered thatit cannot be done without neglecting the main object of the expedition. 'When our cruising wason
this side the island, I found less difficulty in the thing.

\_’gf, are greatly in want of larger vessels and more men, and I sincerely hope that they may be sent as early as
possible.

Sir: U. S. earuor Sea Gurr, ALLENTON, June 6, 1823,
‘We are greatly in want of medical aid on this station. Doctor Williamson, in charge of the hospital, and
Doctor Edgar, in charge of the sick in the harbor, have both been taken seriously ill within a few days, which leaves
me with only one surgeon’s mate. The small vessels are equally in a suffering condition, having but one acting mate
between two of them; and, had it not been for the few acting appointments given by me, they would have been en-
tirely destitute. : .

1 beg, sir, that our situation may be taken into consideration, and, as the sickly season is fast approaching, I hope
that several surgeon’s mates may besent out to us. Six, at least, in addition to our present number, are required.

I have the honor to be, &c. D. PORTER.
Hon. SECRETARY OF THE NAvY.

Extracts from a letter of Commodore Porter fo the Secretary of the Navy, dated

Sir: Sea Gurr, ALLENTON, June 24, 1823,
By the Hornet, just arrived, I am informed of the capture of two piratical launches by the Ferret, Lieutenant
Commandant Newell, a few leagues to the west of Matanzas.

It appears that they were chased into a small harbor where there was not water sufficient for the schooner; and
on the approach of her boat, {carrying only four persons,) they (about forty) commenced a fire on her from behind the
rocks, and nearly sunk her. The schooner then opened a fire on them with her nine pounder, drove them from _
their skulking places, and took possession of the launches.

Such is the account I have received from Lieutenant Shubrick of the Hornet, whose ship fell in with Lientenant
Commandant Newell on his:passage. .

There is good reason to believe that these are the boats which plundered the American brig Mary Joan, Captain
Hubbard, inside the bay of Matanzas, twelve days since. A .

It appears that these launches were captured about the 19th instants that their cruise has been only of six days
duration; and that they were taken in not more than three days after I received information respecting them.

It is expected that this prompt detection and punishment of the first attempt at piracy, since the arrangement of
my forces on the coast, will deter them, at least for a time, from fitting out any new expeditions.

Sir: U. 8. scrnooNER FErrET, THomMpson’s Isuaxy, June 25, 1823,

Pursuant to your instructions, I left this place on the 14th instant, on a cruise to Trinidad, on the south side
of Cuba, in company with the Beagle, Captain Newton. On the second day we parted company, and on the third
day I made the Havana, on my way to Matanzas. From thence I commenced a diligent search in all the by-ports
and bays. On Tuesday sent my boat into Canised, and obtained information that some pirates were still lurking
about the coast. During that night I kept close in with the land; and, on Wednesday, at 10 A. M., discovered an
armed barge with sixteen oars, and well manned, in a small bay, calied Bacuna Yeauga. I immediately sent Lieuten-
ant Dorning, with five men, (the most my boat could carry,) to examine all the boats, there being seven in number. He
approached within fifty yards of the barge, when the crew showed their character by opening a fire on him with mus-
ketry and blunderbusses, which, fortunately, did no other damage than nearly to sink the boat—she having received
a ball at the water’s edge; five others were found in the beat, which, being nearly spent, had struck the water, and
innocently jumped into her. My boat which at no time was suitable for the transportation of men, and now rendered
useless, induced me to take possession of a small coaster that was near, and manned her with fifteen men; and at
that time intended to stand in, if possible, with the Ferret, in order to cover the men while they took possession of’
the barge, which then had the American colors union down; but, on approaching, found that the channel would not
admit of my entering. It then blowing very hard, and a heavy sea on, I deemed it proper to recall the coaster,
which had like to have gotten ashore: for, had that catastrophe occurred, I question much whether the pirates would
have had the gratification of butchering them, as they certainly would have been drowned. The sea was then break-
ing with great violence over the reef that covered the bay. 1 was then compelled to resort to making tacks close in
with the reef, and giving them *“ long tom,” with round and grape, in hopes to destroy the boats; (s to killing any of
them it was 1mpossible: for, on the approach of the Ferret, they would completely secure themselves behind the
rocks and trees which hung all around the harbor;) but this I was trustrated in by the enormous roughness of the sea,
and the wind _being on shore prevented me from taking any position from which I could annoy them much. Finding
it impossible to do any thing with the means then in my power, I stood out to sea, in hopes to fall in with some ves-
sel from which I could get a suitable boat, (but I am sorry to say that it was not till next morning that my wishes
were obtained;) and, if that could not be done, to push to Matanzas to concert a plan with the Governor by which
the pirates, as well as their boats, might be taken. I, however, obtained a boat from an English vessel, and imme-
diately bore up for the same place, which was then but a short distance off. I had run but a short time when I
discovered a Spanish brig of war lying to off the bay, which proved to be the Matae. On the report being sent to
the Governor of Matanzas that one of the United States schooners was engaged with the pirates, he despatched this
brig. and, at the same time, took with him a land force, and had arrived there a few minutes before me, and had
taken possession of a small schooner boat the pirates had abandoned, and which lay on the beach. Isentin my boat
after he had left, and ordered a search, when two of the boats I had seen the day I attacked them were found well
sunk up a lagoon, which, upon further examination, extended several miles into the island, and have no doubt but
that the large barge is now at the head of it; but. not being prepared with boats, I did not think it proper to send my
boats out.from the Ferret. The two boats I have brought over, and shall await your orders relative thereto.

On my arrival at Matanzas, I found my mainmast very dangerously sprung, which has made it necessary for me
to return here, but not until I had given convoy to eight of our merchantmen from Matanzas and Havana.
have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
THOS. M, NEWELL.

Commodore Davio Porter, Commanding U. 8. naval forces, West India station.
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[TRANSLATION. ]
Havana, June 30, 1823,

I have received your official letters, one of which is dated on the 21st, and the other on the 24th of the present
month. In the latter I observe a complaint of the conduct of the provisionally appointed Governor of Matanzas
towards an officer of the sloop of war Hornet. I have consequently already made arrangements for a_ close investi-
gation of this subject, in order to convince you that no other sentiments animate this _@overnmegt than what have
already been manifested to you on several occasions, and from which it will never deviate; and likewise to satisfy
you that its views are the same as those of the Government of the United States in the extirpation of the enemies of
the human race who have infested the coasts of this pacific island; and I wish you to be fully persuaded that it
will never be able to view with indifference any intentional insult committed by its subalterns on the officers of any
nation engaged in so Jaudable an enterprise. . . . . .

In regara to your Jetter of the 21st, I would say, that I will accomplish the objects of its contents, without delay,
among those who are interested in their respective reclamations; applauding, at the same time, the just comparison
which you make of the rights of a strict neutrality towards the nation which I have the honor of serving.

I renew to you my most distinguished consideration. May God preserve you many years

FRANCISCO DIONISIO VIVES.
To Commodore Davip PorRTER.

Sir: . U. 8. scroonEr Gramrus, Tronpsons IsLanp, July 3, 1823.
I have the honor to inform you that this vessel sailed from the Balize on the 24th 6f April, with a convoy for
Tolasco, where she arrived on the 1st of May. Sailed thence again on the 6th with convoy towards Vera Cruz;
parted with the convoy on the 9th, and arrived at Campeachy on the 13th, where I received information of several
iracies committed upon the merchant vessels of the United States; and that the coast of Yucatan, from Cape
Catouche to Laguna, was then infested by several gangs of pirates, who had been guilty of every atrocity imagina-
ble. Finding there was a very considerable number of merchant ships at the several ports upon that coast unpro-
tected, and others arriving almost daily, I continued thereabout until the 25th of June, scouring the coast up and
down, and occasionally, when any information was had which offered the least chance of detecting these villains, the
boats were employed, and sometimes were sent along the coast twenty or thirty leagues from the vessel. On the
22d of May I chased a schooner on shore, to windward of Sisal, which, I have no doubt, was a pirate, from his
appearance and conduct; as it was in the night, and upon a part of the coast where 1 was not sufficiently acquainted,
and blowing fresh upon the shore, I had not an opportunity of completing his destruction. On the 11th of June I
seized a suspicious vessel in the harbor of Campeachy, and resigned her to the authorities there on that account.
"This last vessel had just come from New Malaga or Vigia de Chiguila, a little to the windward of Cape Catouche,
where the pirates have a very considerable establishment, and came down to Campeachy for the purpose of pro-
curing stores for a vessel then preparing for a cruise. Two seamen, who had been held as prisoners at New Malaga,
informed me that this gang was sometimes a hundred and upwards in number; that they held possession of a small fort,
having two twenty-four pounders; and that an officer named Molla, who had been placed there by the Government,
had joined them: this was corroborated by the authorities at Campeachy, who requested me to land and destroy the
lace. The pirates issue from their post in barges, small vessels, and in canoes; hover along the shores, enter the har-
ors, and murder and destroy almost all that fall in their power. On the 2d of June the American schooner Shibboleth,
Captain Perry, of New York, being then ready for sea, was boarded by a canoe having fourteen of those villains on
board; the watch were instantly murdered, eight others of the crew were putin the forecastle, the hatch spiked down,
a ton or more of logwood put over it, the head sails set, with the wind off shore, and fire put to the vessel in the
cabin: by the most extraordinary exertions these men broke out in time to save their lives; I arrived while the ves-
sel was burning down. ‘The same canoe then proceeded to windward, and, two days afterwards, took the schooner
Augustus and John, off Sisal, and burnt her, having turned the crew adrift in a small boat, with every probability
of their perishing. "The people of the country were much exasperated, and turned out to hunt them from their
shores. A party of dragoons having met them, a skirmish ensued, wherein the captain of dragoons and several of
his men were killed, and the pirates, taking to their tboats, escaped. One of the seamen I mentioned as having
been amongst them stated that he belonged to an English schooner from New Providence, called the Flyer; that
the crew, with the exception of himself, were instantly butchered; he was detained by them about two months,
during which time they had captured nine vessels, some of which were brought in, but the principal part destroyed;
and, in some instances, he was certain that the whole crews were murdered. 'When he left the place (about twenty
days since,) they had a Guineaman with two hundred slaves and a large quantity of ivory; two small schooners,
Anmericans; and an English cutter informed me that pirates had a direct and uninterrupted intercourse with_Ha-
vana, by means of small coasting vessels, that ran regularly to the ports on the coast, and always touched at New
Malaga. Frequently some of them would go up to the Havana ancf others of the gang come down.

That this infernal horde of villains have established themselves at New Malaga I have no doubt, and, from the
information given me by men of the first respectability at Campeachy, Sisal, and other places on the coast, I believe
the pirates have been guilty of all the acts as herein stated.

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
F. H. GREGORY, Lt. Comd’t U. 8. navy.

Commodore Davio PorTER, Commanding U. 8. navel forces, West India station.

Sir: Ses Gurr, ArLentoN, THonpson’s IsLanp, July 17, 1823,

It is with infinite satisfaction I do myself the honor to lay before you Lieutenant Commandant Watson’s
official report of the almost total annihilation of the crews of two piratical vessels by the barges Gallinipper and
Mosquito, under his command. .

‘When we take into consideration the immense superiority of force opposed to him, the advantage and prepara-
tion on the part of the pirates, and the result of the action, we cannot but be impressed with the conviction that
nothing less than providential influence and protection could have occasioned consequences so fatal to the pirates,
and so esempt from injury on our side as to appear almost miraculous. . L.

The five surviving pirates, being desperately wounded, I have, in compliment to the favorable disposition and
zealous co-operation of the authorities of Havana, sent to the Captain General of Cuba, to be tried by the laws of
Spain,

Enclosed is a copy of my letter to him on the subject. o .

I cannot close this communication without expressing a hope that the brilliant success of Lieutenant Command-
ant Watson, and his escellent character as an officer and man, may induce the Department to promote him fo a
higher grade, as the most suitable reward for his services. .

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,

D. PORTER.
Hon. Szt Tronrsox, Secretary of the Navy.

R
Sir: U. S. carrioT SEa GuLL, ALLENTON, THodMPsoN’s IsLanD, July 11, 1823,

Having_had the honor to report the circumstances attending the cruise of the division under my orders prior
to our separation off St. John de los Remedios, I have now to communicate, for your information, my subsequent
proceedings in the barges Gallinipper and Mosquito.
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After a strict examination of the coast and islands, from Cape Francis to Cape Blanco, in the vicinity of Port
Aycocos, whilst cruising in Signapa bay we discovered a large topsail schooner, with a launch in company, working
up to an anchorage, at which several merchant vessels were then lying, Being to windward, I'bore up in the Galli-
nipper for the purpose of ascertaining their characters, and, when within gun-shot, perceiving the large vessel to
be well armed and her deck filled with men, I hoisted our colors; on seeing which they displayed the Spanish flag,
and the schooner, having brailed up her foresail, commenced firing at the Gallinipper. I immediately kept away,
and ran down upon her weather quarter, making signal, at the same time, for the Mosquito to close. Having much
the advantage in sailing, they did not permit us to do so, but made all sail before the wind for the village of Signapa,
to which place we pursued them, and, after a short action, succeeded in taking both vessels and effecting the almost
total destruction of their crews. amounting, as nearly as could be ascertained at the time, to fifty or sixty men, but,
as we are since informed, to seventy or eighly. They engaged us without colors of any dgscrigtmn, having hauled
down the Spanish flag after firing the fivst gun, and, on approaching to board, (our men giving three cheers and dis-
charging their muskets, ) the pirates fled precipitatelys some to their launch, (lying in shore, from whence a fire was
still T{ept up,) whilst others endeavored to escape by swimming to the land. A. volley of musketry, directed at the
launch, completed their disorder and drove them into the sea, But the boats, going rapidly through the water, cut off’
their retreat, with the exception of fifteen, eleven of whom were killed or desperately wounded and taken prisoners
by our mensho landed in pursuit, and the remaining four apprehended by the local authorities and sent to Matanzas.

The larger vessel was called the Catilina, commanded by the celebrated pirate Diaboleto, taken some weeks
since from the Spaniards, between Havana and Matanzas, carried to Signapa bay, where she received her arma-
ment; had captured nothing, this being the commencement of her piratical craise. =

I cannot close this communication without performing a most pleasing task in reporting the active gallantry and
good conduct of my officers and men, none of whom sustained the slightest injury in the action; the result of which
18, I trust, sufficient- to satisfy you that all under my orders did their duty; particularly when it is considered that
we had but twenty-six men opposed to a force of piratical vessels well supplied with arms of all kinds, amongst
which was one long nine and two six pounders.

I have much E[easm‘e in naming, as my assocjates, Lieutenant Inman, acting sailingmaster Bainbridge, Doctor
Babbit, and midshipmen Harwood and Taylor, and Messrs. Webb and Price, who obeyed and executed all orders
and signals with a promptitude and zeal which could not be exceeded. .

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. WATSON.

Commodore Davip Porrer, Commanding U. 8. navel forces in the West Indies.

U. S. carLior Sea Gurr, ALLENTON, THoMPSON’s IsLaxp, July 13, 1823,
Your ExcELLENCY:

With a full confidence that they will be brought to condign punishment, I send you, to be tried by the laws of
Spain, five pirates, taken on board two piratical vessels by two of the barges of my squadron. T also send by the
Sﬁme_conveyance two men, making part of the original crew of one of the vessels when she fell into the hands of
the pirates.

"The witnesses being on the spot, will enable you to make the punishment prompt; and the example, I have ne
doubt. will be highly salutary. .
With sentiments of the highest respect, I have the honor to be, your excellency’s very obedient humble servant,

: D. PORTER, .
Commanding U. S. naval forces in the West Indies and Gulf of Mexico.

"To His Excellency Don Francrsco Dionisio Vives,
Captain General of the island of Cuba and its dependencies.

Orrick oF THE CAPTAIN GENERAL OF THE 1sLAND OF CuBa, HavANa, July 24, 1823.

1 acknowledge the receipt of your official letter of the 13th of the present month, transmitted by the schooner
Ferret, with five individuals under the character of pirates. These men were 1mmediatelff put under the disposal
of the judiciary authority, in order that they might be judged in a manner accordant to our laws; and the judge who
was especially charged with the duty has directed to me the following official statement of the result of his exam-

inations:

¢¢ MosT ExcELLENT Sir:

% The commander of the American schooner of war, the Ferret, Mr. Thomas M. Newell, being examined,
likewise the mariners whom he presented before me, and those whom he brought here as prisoners by order of Com-
modore D. Porter, of whom three were, by the disposition of your excellency, committed to the jail, and two to the
hospital of Saint Ambrosio, characterized as pirates; an appearance has not resulted that they had an actual partici-
pation in the invasions and robberies; they being brought to their condition by compulsion. But as I have informa-
tion (hat those who escaped are now apprehended and carried to Matanzas, where a process will be instituted
against them, and where the most sure means will be adopted for discovering the plain truth, I have considered it
expedient to send these prisoners to Matanzas, hoping that your excellency wiil be pleased to facilitate their trans-
portation, with the necessary provisions; affording to the disposition of the judge of that district the means of deter-
mining, with clear understanding, what has been done, and what is now actually doing.”

This copy is forwarded to you for your information and satisfaction. .
FRANCISCO DIONISIO VIVES.

To Commodore Davip PorTER.

Sir: UniTep STATES scHOONER FERRET, PorT RopeERs, July 23, 1823,

I have the honor to report to you that, after delivering the pirates at Havana, I cruised down the coast of
Cuba to the windward, as far as Cayo Blanco, and examined every creek and harbor; after searching and diving for
some time at Artigos, (a small hidden river,) I found the guns you alluded to in your instructions; also a new gun
carriage, calculated for a twenty-four pounder, was taken from the mangroves, where the pirates had carefully hid-
den it. My vessel being so much lumbered up, I could not bring it; I therefore cut it up, and saved the irons. The
guns taken are five in number; one long six pounder, one short six pounder, one nine pounder carronade, and two

Tonf threes; the latter well mounted, and appear to have been very recently placed there.

then returned to the Havana, and on Sunday last gave convoy to six American and one Danish ship.
I have the honor io be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
THOMAS M. NEWELL.
Commodore D. PorTER,

Commanding U. 8. naval forces inthe West Indies and Gulf of Mexico.
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Extract of a letter from Commodore David Porter to the Secretary of the Navy, dated
Sea Guin,ALLENTON, THOMPSON’S IsLaND, August, 1828.

1 have been engaged, since the return of the barges under Lieutenant Commandant Watson, in preparing them
for an expedition to the piratical establishment at New Malaga, against the arrival of the expected vessels, from
which I calculated on getting men; but 1 have lately been informed, by the arrival of a British brig of war at this
place, (with every officer and man down with the yellow fever, except thirteen, ) that a sloop of war and several light
vesseis from Jatnaica have gone against that place. I shall, consequently, as there is much danger from sickness on
that coast, delay my departure until I hear the result of the British expedition; and have directed the commander of
the Hornet to take one of the small schooners (now on the coast of Cuba) with him, to send back with such informa-
tion as he may collect on the subject. i .

‘There have been no captures (except Spanish by open boats) by pirates, on this side of the island of Cuba, since
1 have been here, and no pirate has appeared that we have not captured.

Sir: U. 8. scmooner GreEyHOUND, THOMPSON’S IsLanD, August 10, 1823.

I have the honor of transmitting, herewith, for your information, the enclosed report of the cruise of this ves-
sel, commenced under circumstances of a vexatious pature, as the report will show, but terminating in a manner, I
trust, somewhat satisfactory to you, although the principal object pointed out in your letter (respecting the pirates at
the Isle of Pines,) has not met that success you may have anticipated; but I have the satisfaction to inform you that,
although [ have not been so fortunate myself, it has been the fortune of others to apprehend those very villains who
;ommitted the oufrage upon the American vessels * Reuben and Eliza,” and “ Mechanic,”” as mentioned in your
orders. They are now in prison at Trinidad de Cuba. My having had a communication with the Governor of that
place on the subject, I submit, herewith, my letter, with his answer, together with some publications to be seen in
Spanish newspapers, for your information. o

Although I was not successful in getting the pirates into iy possessien by the application made through the
enclosed letter, (and which, indeed, I did not expect,) yet you will perceive it has drawn an official acknowledgment
of these pirates being in possession of the authorities; making it a matter of public notoriety, it becomes more obliga-
tory to pursue their prosecution to a just and proper issue. [ take this occasion to express to you the high sense I
entertain of the Governar of Trinidad, which his attentions demand; he tendered us every civility, and did all in his
power to assist us in the prosecution of our duties; offering to procure us a pilot, and altogether evincing a disposi-
tion of friendly co-operation seldom met with on the island of Cuba.

For your better information on the subject of our visit to Cape Cruz, I beg leave to subjoin the detail of eventsin
a more circumstantial and particular manner than given in the enclosed report, viz:

On the 20th ultimo, cruising in company with the Beagle, Lieutenant Commandant Newton, Cape Cruz bearing
southeast about four leagues,bbrought-to and examined a small armed schooner of about thirty-five tons, having
three prizes in company; she proved to be a Colombian, duly commissioned, commanded by a Frenchman, and man-
ned by Frenchmen, and some others apparently natives of the country where she belonged. Her commission was
dlated at Carthagena last December; her prizes were examined by Captain Newton, and found to be Spanish dro-
guers, except one, a large canoe, calculated to carry about twenty men, which boat had been taken on shore near the
cape, where she had been abandoned by a party they supposed to be pirates, on being chased by said schooner.

On the following day we stood in with the Beagle in company, and anchored under the cape; Captain Newton
and myself, as well for recreation as to examine the cape, landed with a small boat, but, finding the walking bad, we
again embarked, and proceeded along shore in search of some settlement. Soon after getting out of sight of our
schooners, (by doubling round the cape,) a sudden and quick fire was opened upon us from among a thicket of man-
grove bushes and rocks with which the cape is bordered. The party was armed with muskets and blunderbusses,
which were alternately fired around us without effect; at the same time a firing upon us was opened from another
quarter, from guns mounted on a high point of rocks a short distance ahead. Thus situated, with a cross fire upon
us, enabled only occasionally to return the fire of the party in ambush, as some of them would dodge from bush to
bush, or rock to rock; having for our arms but a fowling-piece and one or two muskets, we were induced to return to
our vessels, which we did; it being late, we waited until next day. On the morning of the 22d Captain Newton and
myself again set off, hoisting our colors upon the boat, as it was a fair presumption that, in consequence of a Colom-
bian vessel being on the coast, some mistake on the part of the people on shore might have been made in regard to
our character: but that proved to be groundless; for, having reached within the distance of their guns, they opened
upon us with more apparent spirit and determination than before, from a position inaccessible apparently in the rear,
from thickets of bushes and_briars,and the same in front from a precipice of rugged rocks, and so commanding alto-
gether, that, to prevent the loss of lives, I directed both vessels to be warped round the cape, along an extensive reef
which almost encircles it, affording a smooth and shallow harbor. We did not succeed in getting within gun-shot of
the establishment until we had reached five and six feet water, when we anchored. Lieutenant Farragut, with the
marines and some seamen, was ordered on shore to endeavor to gain a position in their rear, to attack them or cut off
their retreat before the schooners moved, or their landing could be discovered by the pirates, as we had deemed the
party we were about to attack. The officers of both schooners volunteered and accompanied the party on shore; one
being only reserved in each schooner, and a sufficiency of men for the guns. Hoping to attract the attention of the
pirates from Mr, Farragut’s party, several shot were fired from the schooners, which drove the pirates into places of
security behind the jutting rocks, where they seemed to be in considerable force, the shot being seen to strike
among the rocks behind which they sat; and not until the boats were despatched to land in front, and Lieutenant
Farragut’s party was close upon them, did they abandon the advantageous position they occupied. They were
pursued, but with so decided a disadvantage to the pursuers, from their want of knowledge of the passes, that none,
unfortunately, were taken, except two old and decrepit beings, whose age and infirmities placed them beyond
the merited chastisement their more active comrades, had they fallen in our power, would have received.

A four pounder. two swivels mounted on the heights, and some indifferent articles of small arms were found;
they, however, escaped with their muskets and blunderbusses, or else hid them in some of the numerous deep and
intricate caverns to be found on the cape, in one of which various articles of plunder were stowed, but of no value;
however, enough to show the character of the wretches who infest that place. Human bones were found in the cave.
We found eight boats, but not of a large size; their principal one was, no doubt, the one taken by the Colombian
cruiser, as before stated, and those men armed with blunderbusses were, no doubt, her crew. From information
derived from the prisoners, we learned that the captain of the gang was in prison in the interior of the island, for
having burnt an English vessel off that cape. As a singular instance of the growing propensity of the present age
for piracy, I bave to inform you, that even a woman and children were of this gang, belonging to the captain of
them, a second * Helen McGregor;” and the old men, too, who can do nothing else, light up the signal fire, which
was done in the present instance on our appearing on the coast. In another case, a captain of a vessel informed me
that he had been plundered by a gang of pirates, who took him by surprise under the following stratagem, viz: * An
old man, (his bald head and hoary locks exposed to view,) and a little boy to steer the boat, pulled or sailed along~
side of his vessel; when it was too late, he discovered that a strong party lay concealed in the bottom of the boat,
to whom he had to surrender.”

_ The female just mentioned was removed to some place of cafety before the attack was made, (said to be the wife
of the captain.)

Finding our pursuit of the pirates promised no success, I considered it unimportant to remain longer at the cape,
having destroyed their means of doing further mischief for a time; and taking into consideration the state of our
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officers and men, worn down by fatigue, from a long pursuit over one of the roughest of countries I have ever seen,
their clothes nearly torn off by bushes of impenetrable thickness, and their shoes cut off their feet by sharp pointed
rocks over which they passed, I abandoned the place, bringing off the arms. &c. of any consequence, and setting fire
to any thing else that would burn. One large well thatched house, and three smaller ones, were consumed, and a
quantity of fishing nets and their furniture, which I have always observed to be a part of the outfits of a piratical
establishment; they are merely used for their immediate wants in procuring sustenance, when their real profession
proves unfruitful, and obliges them to it.

I have written you a very long and full account of this affair, in order that you may be possessed of every infor-
mation in my power to give, in the event of a question arising as to the propriety of landing and burning property on
a foreign shore; and should this case be noticed by the supporters of **territorial jurisdiction,” (over uninhabited
Karts of the codst of Cuba, notorious only for murder and piracy,) it will be seen that your officers and mens’ lives

ave been jeopardized, and the flag of their country made a target for the lawless villains to fire at at their pleasure,
and which will continue so to be, if any restrictions should be put upon our landing in similar places, where no au-
thority exists other than the will of the marauders themselves who nhabit those places.

I took the liberty of releasing the two prisoners, as there was no prooef to establish them pirates; and I furnished
them a boat, with an express condition that they should never appear again at the cape, and that I should take and
treat as pirates any persons found there hereafter, not furnished with a special license from the present Captain
General of Cuba, setting forth their character and occupation. This was taking upon myself, perhaps, too much;
but it is now submitted to you, whether such a measure would not be proper, not only in regard to that place, but
all others of a like position.

That there is a chain of intercourse with fishermen who live in such places and pirates I have no doubt, and it
must be obvious from several cases of late. .

As regards those at the Isle of Pines, they affect to know nothing of the robbery of the vessels your order to me
mentions having taken place there, although the very articles of the_cargoes of those vessels Isaw in their house.
At Cape Antonio, two years since, I found fishermens® huts filled with piraticaljgoods, papers, and letters, robbed
from different vessels, strewed about their floors. That fishermen, as well as pirates, should be removed from all
the capes, or other uninhabited parts of Cuba where the proper authorities can have no control, I think necessary,
and will, I hope, be the case.

Very respectfully, &ec.
LAWRENCE KEARNEY, Lieut. Com?dt U. S. navy.

P. 8. In my report of the affair at Cape Cruz, I forgot to mention that we were not either hailed, nor was there
any colors displayed by the party that attacked us, by which we could ascertain their character. ‘

As regards our character they could have no great doubt, for they had seen us communicating with an English ship
of war close off the cape on the same day of our arrival. I wasinformed by the Governor of Trinidad of pirates
infesting the coast to the eastward of that place, and was induced to proceed within the keys in pursuit.

n my way boarded a small schooner belonging to the Grand Cayman island, and the information before received
was corroborated by her master. Under these impressions I reached Cape Cruz, and our reception there induced a
belief we had met the party complained of.
I am, very respectfully,
LAWRENCE KEARNEY.
Commodore D. PorTER,

Commanding U. S. navel forces in the West Indies and Gulf of Mezxico.

. Ux~iTeEp STATES scuoonER Fox, August 29, 1823,

In compliance with your instructions of the 8th ultimo, I proceeded to the coast of Yucatan, to ascertain the
situation of a piratical establishment said to be there. On the 14th Iarrived off the port of New Madrid, [New
Malaga,] and immediately sent a boat to obtain all the information possible relative to the situation and character
of the fortification. It gives me great pleasure to inform you, that the establishment alluded to is a fortification for
the protection of the town of Vew Malaga, recently established there for commercial purposes, and that no pirates
have been heard of on that coast for some time. . i )

The enclosed letter from the commandant of that place, in answer to a letter addressed to him by me, will, no
doubt, fully explain their characters also a letter from the commander of His Britannic Majesty’s brig Scout, on the
subject of the attack on the fort, which no doubt gave rise to the report of its being a piratical establishment, and
the answer thereto upon that subject. X . '

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Sir:

) JOHN T. RITCHIE.
Commodore D. Porter, Commanding West India station.

Eztract of a letter from Commodore David Porter to the Secretary of the Navy, dated

Sea Gury, Port RopeERs, Jugust 31, 1823,

It is with the deepest regret I have to inform you the yellow fever has lately made its appearance among us to
an alarming degree, and has carried off several; for information as to the number of deaths, and the present situa-
tion of the sick, I beg leave to refer you to the enclosed medical reports, and to say that we are badly off for medical
assistance.

Sir: Navy DeparryENT, September 21, 1823.

Ifeel it to be my duty to represent to you_the following facts, and to request the favor of your opinion re-
specting the course proposed. i .

On the 17th of this wonth, by the arrival of the Beagle, at this place, from Thompson’s Island, the Department was
furnished with reports from the commanding officer, and the surgeons at that station, up to the 1st of September, by
which we learn that the John Adams and several smaller vessels wereat that place; that, about the 20th August, the
yellow fever made its appearance, with considerable malignity; that several deaths had occurred, among which were
two lieutenants, Potter and Somerville; two midshipmen, Marshall and Reed; the captain’s clerk, Thomas; a car-
penter, two seamen, a gunner, a cooper, and a steward; that Commodore Porter, and twenty-one officers and men
were sick; the commodore in a state of great debility, but good hopes were entertained of his recovery. By the
arrival of Lieutenant Boarman yesterday morning, we have verbal information to the 8th of September, when Com-
modore Porter remained much as he was on the 1st. Between the st and the 8th there had been_several deaths,
and among them two lientenants and two midshipmen, and the fever did not in any degree abate; all the surgeons
were sick, and four surgeon’s mates constitute the whole medical skill at the station.

A careful examination of the reports of the sick, and minute inquiries of several officers who have been there,
do not satisfy me that the fever originated on the island; but I incline to the opinion that the infection may, in every
instance, be traced to other places. But, whether it originated there, or be imported, the destruction of valuable
lives is equally to be lamented, and the effects upon the service eqnally demand attention.
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Accounts from that place, some of them very exaggerated, find their way to the public prints, and create painful
anxiety with the friends of those who are there, and will, it is feared, unless promptly corrected, produce feelings
in the nation which will be essentially injurious to our important interests in that quarter.

‘The value of thatstation for the suppression of piracy and the protection of commerce is perfectly understood by
you. 1toughtnotreadily to be deserted. Itis very desirable to save it, while we should take the most effectual means
to protect the valuable lives of our officers and men. It is impossible to leave them there, especially situated as the
commanding officer is, without taking some decisive measure for their relief; and to order their immediate removal,
with our present information, would seem hazardous and improper. Two or three surgeons and surgeon’s mates
have been ordered, and are on their way to the island; and, in order to obfain the best advice in my power, I have
submitted to Doctor Cutbush, and four other surgeons now in the city, all the information which I could procure;
stated to them the time within which an order for removal could be executed, and required their opinion on_the
propriety of attempting a removal of the vessels to some northern port. Their report will be made to me at eight
o’clock to-morrow morning, and I shall probably send you a copy. Their opinion must necessarily be less safe than
if formed on the spot, but 1t may be a useful aid in determining on the course to be pursued.
| The plan which I propose for your consideration, and which I shall adopt if you do not disapprove it, is the fol-

owing:

Przpare the Shark, now at New York, to sail to Thompson’s Island as speedily as possible. Send in her one of
the oldest and most experienced officers in the navy, with three of the most skilful and intellicent surgeons. Direct
them (in connexion with Commodore Porter, if his health will permit) to investigate thoroughly the origin, causes,
and progress of the disease; the nature and situation of the island, in reference to health at this season of the year;
the present state and probable health of the station; with authority either to retain the vessels there, or, if neces-
sary. remove them to a northern port, until the advauce of winter shall justify their return to that latitude.

The Shark can sail in less than ten days, will probably take ten more to reach the island, and a removal may be
effected in five more, if it be found necessary. I presume the officers who go out may return in about four weeks
from the time the vessel sails.

I believe [ shall select Commodore Rodgers for this purpose, and have consalted him about it; he approves the
plan, and, with his usual promptness in the public service, expressed a wish to partake iu its execution.

"The following benefits would result:

l.bThe b(elst medical assistance will, in this way, be furnished to the sick at that station, and many valuable lives
may be saved.

2. The public mind will be quieted by a precise knowledge of facts.

3. A station, necessary to the objects for which the Government sent out the expedition, will probably be con-
tinued and secured.

4. We shall obtain the safest information to guide us on all future occasions.

1 shall be pleased if this plan meet your approbation, and shall make the necessary arrangements for it; not, how-
e;:'er. giving any orders which will create difficulty should you disapprove it. Please favor me with an answer by
the express.

I am, sir, very respectfully, &ec.

President MoxRroE, SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD.

DEAR Sir: Navy DeparrmeNT, September 29, 1823,

I enclose your orders. You are already well acquainted with the views of the Department and of the Presi-
dent in relation to your visit to Thompson’s Island, and the motives by which it has been induced.

On your arrival there, you will, of course, communicate freely with Commodore Porter respecting them, should
he still be there, and in a situation to receive your communications. The uncertainty whether he is still living,
the anxiety felt by the Government and nation for his safety, the numerous reports of the sickly state of the officers
and crews of the vessels, and of those who are on the island, and the desire to furnish the most prompt and
effectual relief, are among the principal causes which have created the wish that you should undertake the expedi-
tion. Inits faithful execution and beneficial results I have strong confidence; and am,

Dear sir, very respectfully, yours,
SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD.
Joux Ropacers, Esq., Captain U. S. Navy, President Naval Board.

Srr: Navy Depart™mENT, September 29, 1823.

~ You will proceed in the schooner Shark from New York to Thompson’s Island, as speedily as circumstances
will permit, taking with you Surgeons Marshall, Heerman, Harris, and Washington, who will obey your orders,
and render all the assistance in their power in accomplishing the objects of your expedition. If either of them be
prevented from joining you before you sail, you will require the attendance of Surgeon Hoffman, or any other of the
surgeons at New York, to supply his place.

It any officers be wanting to ‘make up the complement of the Shark, you will select such as are necessary at
New York. When you shall arrive at Thompson’s Island you will investigate, with the utmost care, the origin,
progress, and present state of the sickness which prevails on the island and in the squadron; the condition of all the
vessels which are there; the localities of the station in reference to health; and every matter which may be neces-
sary and proper to enable you to form a correct opinion both of the propriety of continuing the vessels at that sta-
tion, and of using it hereafter during the sickly season.

After having made the necessary iuquiries, you will either take such measures as shall seem proper in refer-
ence to the health and comfort of the squadron, leaving it where it is, or you will order its removal, for the present,
to Pensacola, Norfolk, or some more northern port; in either event, an early and minute report on the subject to
this Department is desirable.

Uncertainty as to the present state of Commodore Porter’s health furnishes one strong motive for your visit.
If his_health permit, he will furnish the most safe information and best assistance in accomplishing your object;
and, if the squadron be left there, he will remain in command, if it be his wish. If his health require a visit to the
United States, you will place some other in command, and make report thereof as soon as practicable.

The surgeons who go with you will render to the sick all the aid in their power consistently with the other duties
they have to perform, and they will return with you, and join the several stations from which they are taken,
reporting to this Department the time of their arrival. You will be at liberty to return in the Shark, Grampus, or
any other vessel at the station which you shall think best for the service. It is supposed you may accomplish the
ubjects in view, and return to this place in about five weeks from the time the Shark sails.

am, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant,
SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD.

Joun Ropeers, Esq., Capiain U. S. Navy, President of the Naval Board.

My DEear Sia: Navy DeparrMenT, September 29, 1823,

... This letter will be handed to you by Commodore Rodgers. The_object of his visit to Thompson’s Island
will be fully communicated to you by him. “The various and (in many points) contradictory reports respecting the
condition of 1%16 station, the uncertainty whether you still live, the deepest anxiety for your safety, the desire to

n
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furnish speedy relief and acquire full information respecting the health of the station, and its fitness as a rendezvou s
during the sickly season; and the fear that, debilitated as you are, you could not secure that information for us,
have prompted the wish that Commodore Rodgers should undertake the expedition, and have induced him cheer-
fully and voluntarily to enter on its performance.

He will find united in it _the sacred offices of private friendship and public duty. A report that your health is
restored will give to me, individually, and to the nation at large, most sincere gratification.

I am, very respectfully, dear sir, your most obedient servant,
SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD.

Capt. Davip Porter, Com’g U, S. naval Jorces in W. Indies and Gulf of Mexico.

Sir: Wasnixeton Ciry, October 27, 1823.

I bave the honor to report to you my arrival here in the United States galliot the Sea Gull, from Thomp-
son’s Isiand, in forty-three days, and from which place I was driven with the squadron by a pestilence which made
its appearance there, carrying off, in a short time, for the want of the necessary medical aid on the station, a great
number of valuable officers and men.

This circumstance induced me to order the large vessels to Hampton Roads, theve to remain for a short time,
where medical assistance, if required by them on their arrival, could be obtained; but I am happy to inform you that,
with the exception of some intermittents, contracted since their arrival, they are perfectly healthy, as all the small
vessels were which were left 'on the station.

‘T'he vessels on the West India station have never heen more healthy than they have been this season, the disease
with which we have been afflicted being altogether local, and originating in the decomposition of vegetable substances
after the heavy rains and during the succeeding intense heat of the weather. My experience convinces me that,
from the middle of July to the middle of October, the lee side of Thompson’s Island is an unfit residence for man; for
the rest of the year, no place within the tropics can be more healthy. Those who have resided on the weather side
of the island have at all times been exempt from the sickness with which those to leeward have been afflicted. As
a place of deposite for our stores and of repair for our vessels employed on the coast of Cuba, no place can be better
adapted; but while the same causes for disease exist, (and they must ever exist,) it would not be prudent to makeita
permanent station, where many men would be exposed to the baneful influence of the sickly season. As weare now
happily situated with regard to the authorities of Cuba, the inconvenience of an absence of three or four months from
Thompson’s Island woeuld notbe felt; and the excellent and healthy harbor of Matanzas, where we enjoy every facility
and convenience from the local authorities, will obviate all the inconveniencies which might otherwise be experienced.
The short delay of receiving stores from on board the ships from the island, and the position they may take outside
the harbor, free from theinfluénce of the poisonous vapor which rises from the ponds, would render them secure from
its effects. Should it be the desigu of the Government to keep a force there, I had proposed to myself this arrange-
ment. Under all circumstances, however, it will be proper to have more medical men on the station; and had the
necessary namber been furnished this year, the squadron would have been, no doubt, in agreat measure, saved from
the deplorable consequénces which have resulted, as the disease, in its commencement, was completely under the
contro! of medicine; but I regret to say that several perished without receiving any medical aid whatever, and with-
out ever seeing a physician. The whole of the medical meu, with scarcely an exception, were, from their great fa-
tigue and exposure, taken down with the disease, and we were left to perish for want of that assistance which we
thought ourselves entitled to. Iam well aware, however, of the difficulties the Department has labored under to
make the surgeous do their daty.

The Sea Gull will want coppering and some other repairs; the rest of the vessels are, in general, in good order.
Several of the officers of the squadron under my orders request leave of absence for a short {ime, and many applica-
tions are daily made to me on points of duty relating to my command: I beg to be informed by you whether 1 am to
act on these matters as I bave done heretofore, or to leave them to the management of the Navy Department.

1 shall hold myself and the vessels ready to return to the station so soon as it can be done with safety to those on
board. I must entreat of you, however, an additional supply of medical men for the vessels of the squadron, and
for the establishment on shore.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,

D. PORTER.
Commodore Isaac Cravxery, .
Senior member of the Board of Navy Commissioners, and acting Secrelary of the Navy.

Sir: Navy DervarTMeNT, Oclober 28, 1823,

Your letter of the 27th instant has been received. On your recovery from a dangerous illness, produced by
great exposure and much suffering, you will be pleased, sir, to accept my sincere congratulations. ) .

In conducting the movements of the squadron intrusted to your charge, you have displayed that intelligence,
promptitude, and vigor, which, effectually arresting the depredations of the freebooters, have afforded security to our
trade, and justly entitle you to the unqualified approbation of this Department, and to the thanks of your country.

The conduct of the officers and men under your command has been such as might have been expected from the
example of their chief; and you will be pleased, sir, to assure them of the consideration in which their services are
held. and the high sense entertained of their devotion to a most arduous and dangerous service.

‘The want of medical aid, of which you so justly complain, will claim the early and special attertion of this
Department. '

Iif the state of your health will permit, you will take upon yourself the general superintending direction of the
equipment of the vessels of your squadfon, now at this yard and at Norfolk. Let their commanders report to you
their wants, that you may make them known to the Board of Navy Commissioners, who will cause every reguisite
supply to be furnished. i X

am, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant,
I. CHAUNCERY, for the Secrefary of the Navy.

Davio PorTEr. Esq., .

Commanding a squadron of ships and vessels stationed in the West Indies and Gulf of Mexico.

Sir: U. S. scHOONER SHARK, HamproN Roavs, November 16, 1823.

In the prosecution of your instructions of the 29th of September last, you have already been informed of the
time of ray departure from New York in the United States schooner Shark. .

I have now the honor to inform you that on the 23d of October I reached Thompson’s Island, accompanied by
Surgeons Harris, Washington, and Hoffman, of the navy, after a passage of seventeen days, in which we experienced
much rough, disagreeable weather, it raining more or less every day but one for thirteen days in succession.

On reaching the island, and not finding any of the public vessels of war, except the Porpoise, the first objects to
which I directed my attention were to_ascertain the state and condition of the sick remaining on it, and, as far as
practicable, the cause or causes which had produced such disastrous consequences to the health of the officers, sea-
men, and marines stationed on the island, and on board of several of the vessels which had previously had access to
it as a rendezvous.
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For this purpose I accordingly addressed a letter to Surgeons Harris, Washington, and Hoffiman. By theiran-
swer, {(No. 1, herewith enclosed,) you will perceive that they do not consider the disease attributable entirely to any
one cause, but to a variety of causes, such as they have described. . .

‘That the reasons which they have assigned are correct, there can be but little doubt; but to which of them is tobe
qttrlbtleted the most powerful agency in producing the disease, is still a matter of speculation, or at least very ques-
tionable,

The island, it must be admitted, does contain localities of a character calculated, when assisted by other causes,
and perhaps only slight ones too, to generate bilious, and probably malignant fevers; yet I must confess that I still
entertain doubts whether those causes have had, in the present instance, so decisive an agency in producing the late
fatal malady as they may at first view seem to have had. R

From the little experience I have had, my opinion is that the climate of Thompson’s Island is similar to that of
the West India islands generally; that its air is perhaps less salubrious than some, but more so than others; and
that, notwithstanding the objections which may be urged against it on account of particular defects arising from its
small elevation above the level of the sea, the unevenness of its surface, and the many salt and fresh water ponds
which it is said to contain, still that it is, from the excellence of its harbor and its peculiar station on the map of this
western hemisphere, too important an object in a political and commercial point of view to be suifered to remain
unoccupied and disregarded; for, admitting its climate in its present unimproved state to be as unfriendly to health
us even that of the colony of Surinam, it is, notwithstanding, susceptible of being so improveéd, or at least the dan-
gers attending it so wuch diminished by artificial means, (such as I will hereafter describe.) as to render the objec-
tions to it, if not harmless, at least comparatively small. Previous to leaving the island, on the 3d instant. I had sent,
by the advice of Surgeons Harris, Washington, Hoffman, and Williamson, (as I have already informed you,) all the
sick whose situations appeared to require a removal to a more northern climate.

Those who still remained at the island at the time of my departure were all well, except some convalescents and a
few with mild intermittent fevers, all of whom, it was believed, however, would be restored to health again by the
return of cooler weather; indeed, for the lust three days previvus to our sailing, the wind had prevailed with much
force from the north, and had rendered the air comparatively much cooler, purer, and exhilarating than it had been
for some days before; so much so, as to induce a belief that the season of health had commenced, and that its salu-
tary effects would immediately be felt by those who had suffered by the long continuance of heat.

Previous to leaving the island, I made such arrangements, and saw things placed upon such a footing, as to war-
rant the most sanguine anticipation of favorable results, and such as might have been expected had Commodore
Porter’s health permitted him to continue on the station. R .

For the few changes which I found it necessary to make in the disposition of the several vessels left on the sta-
tion, permit me to refer you to the accompanying papers.

With great respect, I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
JOHN RODGERS.

‘The Hon. Sax. L. SovrHaarp, Secrefary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

No. 1.

UNITED STATES SCHOONER SHARK,
SIR: Tuoxesoxn’s IsLaxp, Oclober 29, 1823,

. In_conformity with the instructions contained in your communication of the 24th instant, we have carelully
‘nquired into, and deliberately considered, the various points to which you have directed our attention. .

On examining this island, we find that it is of a secondary calcareous formation,and is thinly overspread with a
light vegetable mould. . .

e shores are somewhat elevated above the interior grounds by the surf continually throwing up pulverized
shells, which give a concave form to its superficies. It is thickly covered with small trees and shrubbery, principally
of the mangrove variety, and grasses of several species grow with great luxuriance. . .

So far us our observations have enabled us to determine, we are of opinion that nearly one-half of the island is
accupied by salt and fresh water ponds. .

1t has been ascertained that the surfaces of these ponds are on a level with the surrounding oceans yet but one
of them has any connexion with it, by reason of the natural embankments to which we have already alluded.

The purest water of the island is in ssme degree brackish, but has not, so far as we can learn, produced any
unfriendly eftect on the health of those who have used it freely as a drink.

During the dry season. which continues from about the middle of September to the middle of June, many of the
ponds either dry up, or shrink cousiderably within the boundaries to which they are dilated duving the rainy season.
“The surface, betng thus imperfectly overflowed, presents a mass of vegetable and animal matter, to which the climate
adds every other circumstance necessary to give miasma its most powertul effect on the human frame. 'The gales
and retiring tides frequently deposite on the shores a_quantity of sea-weed, which undergoes a rapid decomposition,
and thus contributes, in a limited extent, (o vitiate the atmosphere. .

To these miasmatic causes of disease were added others of equal, if not greater magnitude. They have arisen—

1. From the sudden exposure of northern constitutions to a tropical climate. at a period when the ordinary
relaxing elfects of a change from a cold to a warm season were aggravated by a difference of fourteen or fifteen
degrees of southern latitude. From this cause they were, in the space of two or three weeks, operated upon by an
increase of temperature of at least fifty degrees.

2, From the great fatigue aud exposure by day and night of the officers and crews ergaged in the boat service,
and from the want of comfortable quarters for those who had encamped on the island.

3. From irregular and frequently intemperate habits.

4. From being often deprived of fresh and wholesome provisions. o

5. From the continued annoyance of 'mosquitoes and sandflies, which deprived the men of their accustomed rest.
So insupportable, indeed, became these troublesome insects, that the men were frequently obliged to retire to
the beach, where they walked the greater part of the night. Others, we have been informed by the officers of the
station, would row off in boats some distance from the shore, and thus expose themselves either to the heavy dews
or drenching rains peculiar to this climate.

_6. From being operated upon by the depressing passions arising from apprehension awakened by the prevailing
epidemic, and by the obvious want of comfort of those who were atfected with disease. L.

These fruitful sources of fever will abundantly account for their extent and fatality. Taking into consideration
the great liability of persons from the higher latitudes to disease, when even slightly exposed to hardships in the
tropics, it ought not to be a subject of surprise that the severely arduous service in which our officers and crews have
been engaged has occasioned so many sacrifices of vaiuable lives.

The squadron, under the command of Commodore Porter, sailed from Norfolk on the 14th of February; pro-
ceeded directly to the West Indies, as far south as St. Domingo; and then, returning north, took possession of this
island on the 3d of April. .

‘The first cases of fever which presented themselves to the notice of Dr. Williamson, the surgeon of the station,
were of a bilious character, and which readily yielded to the agency of medicive. On the 20th of April, a servant
i the family of Mr. Symington was attacked with yellow fever. ~ With the exception of this case, bilious fever
continued the prevalent disease until early in June, when it assumed, in many instances, a highly malignant form.

‘This disease now commenced on board the store-ship Decoy, which was rendered unhealthful by the impurity of
her hold. A quantity of ballast was put aboard from this island, containing shell-fish and sea-weed, which, by the
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heat of atropical climate, was thrown into a state of putrefactive fermentation. Two of the cases, however, which
occurred on board this vessel, were contracted by imprudent exposure to a noonday heat in the streets of Havana.
. About the latter end of July the yellow fever prevailed with great malignancy at all the establishments on the
island. From the various causes already stated, the disease, in very many instances, necessarily proved fatai.

N t'I' he tmahgnant fever continued epidemic until about the 1st of October, when its type again changed to an
mtermittent.

e have been unable to ascertain the precise number of deaths, in consequence of the absence of the medical
officers who had charge of the Allenton hospital.

It appears, from the report of Dr. Williamson, that there are fifty-nine persons now sick at the different hospitals
on the island. 'We have visited these establishments, and have found the patients sinking under the influence of
debility, despondency, and the ravages of disease. Such of them as recover commonly relapse in the course of a
day 10)11 two after being restored to duty. As ip relapses generally, each succeeding attack becomes more unman-
ageable.

It appears, then, that they cannot be restored to perfect health in their present situation; and being in this state
only a burden to the public service, we do, from motives of policy as well as of humanity, respectfully recommend
their immediate removal 10 a more northern station.

We beg further to recommend that the large brig now in the harbor, and which has been already designated as a
hospital, should be suitably fitted up for the reception of those who may hereafter be attacked.

_ By anchoring this vessel some distance to the windward of the island, the sick will inhale a pure atmosphere,
will be protected in comfortahle quarters, and, being without the reach of annoying insects, will enjoy such repose
and tranquillity as are essential to the successful treatment of their diseases.

We have the honor to be, very respectfully,
Your obedient servants,
THO. HARRIS, M. D.
B. WASHINGTON, M. D.
RICHARD K. HOFFMAN, M. D.,
Surgeons of the Navy.
Commodore Joux Ropgers, President of the Board of Navy Commissioners.

/
Sir: Bavriiore, November 19, 1823.

In conformity with your wishes. verbally expressed to me, I have the honor to submit to you a brief outline of
my proceedings in the West Indies with the squadron under my command for the suppression of piracy, and for
the protection of the persons and property of the citizens of the United States.

In order to take in as large a field for vperation as possible, I proceeded with my squadvon, consisting of a sloop
of war, a steam galliot, a store-ship, and nine schooners, to windward, touching at St. Thomas’s, showing my forces
off the ports of Porto Rico; and, although my presence there was attended with the loss of a gallant young officer,
it resulted in the raising of the blockade of the coasts of the Colombian republic, and gave a check to a system of
ficensed piracy which had for a long time previously been practised from St. John’s and other ports of that 1sland.

From thence I continued to scour the coasts of the islands of the West Indies to Cuba, the place of our destina-
tion, where we found piracy in full force; but, by the extraordinary activity and vigilance of the officers and men
under my command, it was, in less than two months from our arrival, as completely suppressed as it is at this mo-
ment, or will be for several years.

‘The actual presence of an active naval force, with a proper understanding with the authorities on shore, being the
only means by which the horde of desperadoes which have so long infested the almost unknown coasts of this exteu-
sive island can be completely exterminated ; happily, the utmost cordiality and most perfect co-operation have existed
between the authorities of Cuba and myself; and from them I have received every countenance which could aid me
in effecting an object so interesting to the whole civilized world, and so honorable to the character of our country;
and from those under my command an activity and zeal which has been rarely equalled, and, I will venture to say,
has never been surpassed, in any navy, or on any service.

Humanity will deplore the loss of many of the gallant spirits which accompanied me, and which shared in this most
arduous duty; but she will console herself in the reflection that the whole world has benefited by their exertions,
and that numbers unknown have by them been saved from the knives of the most bloodthirsty monsters that ever
disgraced the name of man.

The details of the operations of the forces intrusted to me have, from time to time, been communicated to you.
I beg leave, therefore, to refer you to the archives of the office for more minute information. It will, I hope, suffice
to say, that at present I have no knowledge of the existence of any piratical establishnient, vessel, or boats, or of a
pirate afloat, in the West Indies or Gulf of Mexico. They have all been burnt, taken, destroyed, and driven to the
shore, where the latter have, in most cases, been speedily captured by the local military.

Some severity has been exercised while the battle lasted, but the result has been beneficial; the examples having
struck a panic which will, no doubt, long serve to deter others from embarking in similar pursuits.

The fixing an establishment at Thompson’s Island for rendezvous and supplies, as my instructions required, has
had the most happy ecffect in attaining the object in view. Its vicinity to Havana, placed as it were in the thorough-
fare of vessels sailing through the Gulf, making it, in many points of view, an object of great importance to the United
States; and although for three months in the year it must ever remain sickly, while existing causes continue, it is,
from its extraordinary salubrity for the remainder of the year, worthy a closer examination, toascertain whether they
may not be eradicated. Itis my opinion that, by thinning the woods, and draining off the heavy rains of the month
of June, (thereby promoting a free circulation of air, evaporation and dispersion of the water, rendered stagnant by
the excessive heat of June, and which causes the rapid decomposition of the vegetable matter with which the island
abounds,) the months of August, September, and October might be made sufficiently healthy for the residence of
man; but, at present, the poisonous effluvium, arising from these causes, is almost certain destruction to whoever
breathes it. Had I been aware of its pernicious effects, I could, without any inconvenience, have guarded against
it by an earlier removal of the ships; but it took us by surprise, and the malignity of the disease was unparalleled.
It is certain that it originated on the island, for our ships, with the exception of those sent to work on shore, have,
in their crews, enjoyed uncommon health.

n my intercourse with foreign officers, in general, I have received from them every attention, and from none
more than those of the British navy. The Jamaica station had heretofore been commanded by an admiral; but when
Sir Edward Owens, an officer of the same rank as myself, was charged with a force for the suppression of piracy,
Admiral Rowley was recalled to England, that we might meet on equal grounds.

Offers for co-operation were repeatedly made to me; but, feeling that the forces under my command were fully
adequate to the object, I declined confining myself to any general plan, leaving it altogether to the accidental meet-
ings of our respective forces, and to circumstances. It aifuords me pleasure to say, that wherever such meetings did
take place, with a common object in view, they have been attended with the happiest results.

"The law making appropriation for the suppression of piracy limited the amount to be expended to $160,0005 and
in the expenditure much latitude was given to me by the honorable Secretary of the Navy and the Board of Navy
Commissioners. In the exercise of the trust reposed in me, I have endeavored to observe the utmost economy; and,
when all shall be deducted which has been charged to the appropriation _for this object, and shall be charged under
the proper heads, if will be found that a large unexpended balance will be remaining in the treasury. The im-
provements of Thompson’s Island, transportation of stores for the general service, medicines, hospital stores, &c.
&e. are of this description, and when the sale of the vessels purchased for this service shall take place, and
their proceeds be returned to the treasury, the expenses of the_expedition will be a subject scarcely worthy of con-
sideration. Should the gradual withdrawal of the small vessels take place, I beg leave to suggest that a frigate, in
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addition to the two sloops of war now attached to the squadron, is due to the character of our service, and to the
respectability of our flag in that quarter of the world, and would, by the convenience she would afford to our open
buats in the pursuit of pirates, offer the most certain means of keeping them in check.

The moral eftect produced by this expediiion should not be overlooked. The system of privateering which has
prevailed has, from its looseness, been the cause of many vexations to our commerce. Our presence has occasioned
the older Governments to recall vessels of this description, and the new Governments of America to issue their com-
niissions with more precaution, to guard against abuse; consequently, our commerce is free from interruption, and
our flag respected throughout those seas.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
D. PORTER.

Hon. SECRETARY oF THE Navy, Pushington.

SIr: ‘WasHINGTON, November 24, 1823,

In my communication to you of the 16th instant, I informed you that, although objections might be urged to
the climate of Thompson’s Island, on account of the supposed insalubrious nature of 1ts air, arising from the number
of salt and fresh water ponds, and the abundant growth of timber which it contains, yet, even in its present state,
and admitting such objections to be well founded, still they might be rendered harmless, or at any rate greatly
diminished, by the introduction of artificial means.

By the official report of Surgeons Harris, Washington, and Hoftman, now in your possession, you have been made
acquainted with their opinions respecting the localities of the island, so far as regards the form of its surface, the
nature_of its soil, timber, and_other porticulars; in all which they have given as minute a description as the most
unrellglt:jmg attention, considering the length of time they were there, and other means of information afforded them,
would admt.

These, together with the high reputation which those gentlemen sustain for scientific and professional skill, leave
no doubt in my mind that their report upon the subject has been judicious, and such as the time and circumstances
under which_they visited the island would seem to point out as being the most safe and discreet; but, afterall that
has been said, it must be admitted, notwithstanding their unintermitting industry to find out the true causes of the
disease, that they were, after considering the only facts presented to their view, obliged to attribute it to a variety
of causes, and, among the number, those which are known to be inseparable from the arduous nature of the service
in l;yhichd many of the officers and men were engaged, and the consequent exposure to which they were unavoidably
subjected.

‘This being the case, youn will, sir, at once perceive that it must still remain doubtful whether the air of the island
contributed more, or even as much as other causes, in producing the disease; for which reason I am led to remark
that it might be unsafe to condemn it as a suitable rendezvous for our vessels employed in the West Indies and Gulf
of Mexico, until we shall have had, under different circumstances, more experience of its climate than we have yet
had. As an auxiliary to an extensive and permanent southern naval depot, (perhaps at Pensacola,) such as a propgr
security for our commerce and the permanent union of the States seem to render indispensable, it will be found,
T am inclined to believe, that the island in question will soon become an object worthy of the serious attention and
consideration of the Government. Nature has made it the advance post, from which to watch and guard our com-
merce passing to and from the Mississippi; while, at the same time, its peculiar situation and the excellence of its
harbor point it out as the most certain key to the commerce of the Havana, to that of the whole Gulf of Mexico, and
to the returning trade of Jamaica; and I venture to predict that the first important naval contest in which this coun-
try shall be engaged will be in the neighborhood of this very island. YWithout further remark on this interesting
subject, permit me, sir, to observe, that whatever objections may be made to the island as a rendezvous in its pres-
ent unimproved and uncultivated state, even these may be rendered harmless, or at least measurably unimpertant,
by substituting the following description of force for that now employed in the protection of our commerce in the
West Indies and Gulf of Mexico: :

"The Independence 74, depriving her of her lower deck guns, and giving her a crew of four hundred and fifty sea-
men, ordinary seamen boys, and marines, with an extra complement of commissioned officers, and double the usual
number of midshipmen; the sloops of war John Adams, Hornet, and such other vessel of that class as can from time
to time be spared from other service; the brig Sparks schooners Grampus, Porpoise, and Wild Cat; and five or six
barges, such as are now at Thompson’s Island, for occasional service.

"The vessels particularly purchased for the suppression of piracy have done all that could reasonably have been
expected towards its suppression; indeed, they have searched every nook and corner on the whole coast of Cuba,
from which a pirate might be expected to issue; and, besides capturing and destroying all that could be identified as
being of this character, they have made impressions not to be erased from the minds of such monsters, so long as we
Leep a respectable force in their neighborhood, in readiness to chastise those whose temerity might induce them to
renew their depredations, and which, in the present state of things, notwithstanding the scourging they have received,
would be the case in the absence of such a force as I have described. On the adoption of the before-mentioned force,
the other vessels purchased for the suppression of piracy might be sold—a circumstance very much to be desired, as
their longer employment would be found not only useless and dangerous to the health and comfort of those employed
in them, but subversive of that discipline by which our navy acquired its character, and for which, at one time, it
may be said to have stood unrivalled by any other.

I have the honor to be, &c.
JOHN RODGERS.

Hon. Saxver L. Sovrrarp, Secretary of the Navy.








