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25TH CONGRESS.] No. 780. [2D SESSION. 

STATEMENTS OF THE PROBABLE NUMBER OF CREEK WARRIORS ENGAGED IN HOSTILI­
TIES AGAINST THE UNITED STATES DURING THE YEARS 1836 AND 1837'. 

COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 'f, 1838. 

DEPARTMENT OF WAR, February 6, 1838. 
Sm: In reply to the resolution of the Senate of the 26th ultimo, I have the honor to transmit here­

with reports of the commanding general of the army and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, which, with 
their accompanying documents, embrace the best information possessed by this department in reference 
to " the number of Creek Indians which at any time during the years 1836 and 1837' were engaged in 
hostilities against the United States." 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 

Hon. R. M. JOHNSON, Prewent of the Senale. 

HEADQUARTERS OF THE AR.MY, Washington, February 3, 1838. 
Sm: I have the honor to transmit herewith tho report of the adjutant general, furnishing so much of 

the information called for by the resolution of the Senate of the 26th January as is in the possession of 
the headquarters of the army. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Hon. J. R. POINSETT, Secretary of War. 
A. MACOMB, Major General, Commander-in-chief. 

ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE, Washington, February 2, 1838. 
Sm: In answer to the Senate's resolution of January 26, calling on the Secretary of War for infor­

mation "showing the number of Creek Indians which at any time during the years 1836 and 1837' were 
engaged in hostilities against the United States," I have to state that the records of this office do not 
furnish the precise information called for. 

By reference to the correspondence of General Scott and General Jesup, officers who were charged 
with the suppression of Indian hostilities in Georgia and Alabama in 1836, it is seen that no precise 
number has been stated as the strength of the hostile Creeks; but the subjoined extracts from that corre­
spondence will show the estimated strength of those Indians, being all the information touching the 
subject-matter of inquiry to be derived from the files of the Adjutant General's office. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Major General MACOMB, General-in-chief of the .Army. 
R. JONES, Adjutant General. 

Extract of a letter from General Scott to the .Adjutant General, dated Columbus, Georgi.a, June 2, 1836. 

"The strength of the enemy is variously estimated, by well-informed persons, from 2,500 to 5,000. 
Captain Page thinks that there are at least 3,000 hostile warriors." 

Extract of a letter from General Scott to Governor Call, da.ted Headquarters, Columhus, June 1 'l, 1836. 

" It no doubt will be interesting to you to learn the preparations made and making to put down the 
hostile Creek Indians, who are variously estimated at from 3,000 to 5,000 warriors." • 

Exfract of a letter from Gener(ll, Jesup to the Secretary of War, dated Headquarters, Tuskegee, July 1 'l, 1836. 

"This party (N eo Mica's) increases the number of prisoners to about 2,800." 

Extract of a letter from General Jesup to the Secretary of War, dated Fort Mitchell, July 24, 1836. 

"There are between 18,000 and 19,000 of them" (Creek Indians) 11to be removed; 4,000 of them ·are 
men capable of bearing arms." 
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Extract qf a letter from General Jesup to the Searetary of War, dated Headquarters, Montgomen.J, Sep­
tember 5, 1836. 

"On my way to this place I passed Wetumpka, where there are about 3,000 Indians, who are to 
cross the Coosa to-day, and take up their line of march westward. Hopoethle-Yoholo, whose departure I 
reported a few days ago, is on his way to the west, with 2,300 of his band. About 4,000 will move in a 
day or two from Talladega." • 

True extracts. 
R. JONES, .Adjutant General. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, Office qf Indian Affairs, February 5, 1838. 
Sm: A resolution of the Senate, of the 26th of January, 1838, requesting the Secretary of War "to 

communicate to the Senate such information as may be in his department, showing the number of Creek 
Indians which, at any time during the years 1836 and 1837, were engaged in hostilities against the United 
States," having'been referred to this office, I have the honor to submit the following report thereon: • 

It is obvious that this office can have had no means of ascertaining with any precision the number of 
• Creeks actually engaged in hostilities, or at any time committing depredations upon the persons or 
property of the citizens of the United States.- Such information as it possesses is derived, 1st, from the 
reports of its agents engaged in the execution of the treaty with the Creeks for their removal during the 
progress of the war; and 2d, the official documents made upon the close of hostilities and subsequent 
removal to the west. 

Of the first class, I herewith transmit copies and extracts of letters from Captain John Page, super­
intendent of Creek removal 

The information in relation to the second class of evidence is comprised in the muster-rolls of 
different parties despatched to the west after the close of hostilities. 

The whole number of Creek Indians emigrated in 1836 was 14,609. Of this number 2,495 were 
enrolled and reported to this office as hostile Indians. 

The above statement, together with the extracts of correspondence, comprises all the information in 
this office supposed to be within the scope of the resolution of the Senate. 

• Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
0. A. HARRIS, Commissioner. 

Hon. J. R. POINSETT, Searetary ef War. 

No. I. 

Extract froni a letter ef Captain John Page to the Commissa1y General ef Subsistence, dated at Fort Mitchell, 
.Alabama, March 27, 1836. 

"I have the honor to report to you that I attended a meeting of the chiefs of this (Creek) nation on 
the 18th instant, and made all the inquiries about the number of Indians that have gone from this nation 
to the Seminoles, and from what information I can get, the number is very small. The chiefs will not 
admit that there are even twenty absent. I have made inquiries from different sources, and I am of the 
opinion that when the war is terminated it will be known that there is not one hundred Creeks among 
them." 

No. 2. 

Extract qf a letter from Captain John Page to the Commissary General of Subsistence, dated at Fort Mitchell, 
• May 8, 1836. 

"I stated to you I would communicate the talk I had with the Upper Creeks. I will do so by next mail. 
They are disgusted with the investigation, and say they will not wait any longer than it will take to 
settle their debts. There are from five to eight thousand ready to be off, were it not for this investigation, 
which, I think, cannot be· closed in six months. The Upper Creeks saythey have adopted a plan of their 
own in regard to the disputed lands, and will be off in a month. By to-morrow's mail I will detail to you 
their plans. Those upper chiefs said they had rather hear any word mentioned than investigation. The 
Upper Creeks are determined to be off; they are at this time sufficiently friendly, but the Lower Creeks, 
as I have heretofore reported, are hostile, and must be treated as such; the war-whoop has been sounded 
among them." 
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No. 3. 

Extract of a letter fro11i Captain John Page to the Commissary General ef Subsistence, dated al Fort Mitchell, 
Alabama, JJfay 16, 1836. 

"There has been one scalp taken since the war-whoop was sounded. It is a rule among them, that 
scalping is prohibited, unless the majority of the tribe is hostile. This will prove the hostile party are in 
the minority at present, and I think it will remain so, as I have sent runners in every direction with a 
strong talk." 

No. 4. 

Extracts of a letter froni Captain John Page to the Commissary General ef Subsi.~tence, dated at Fort Mitchell, 
Alabama, jJ:fay 29, 1836. 

"I have endeavored to watch the movements of the Indians for the last ten days. I have sent several 
runners to reconnoitre; by so doing, ascertainiug· all their movements. There are three parties--one heirded 
by Ne-ha-mico, one by Ne-he-Mathia, and the other by Jim Henry. The latter party have been endeavor­
ing to cross the Chattahoochee river to get to Florida; they have got a number of' stage horses, mules, and 
negroes. I sent two expresses to General Lowe, commanding the militia at Columbus, informing him 
of the intention of' these people to cross and make o:lf; he said he would keep a lookout, but I discovered 
he did nothing to prevent them. I then went in person myself, and requested him to start five or six 
hundred militia to guard the river from this to Irwinton; he said he would, but because it rained they did 
not start. He is not fit for an officer; and I told him it would be an everlasting disgrace upon him if he 
did permit them to cross. Fortunately, it has rained every day for the last eight day::1, and raised the 
river so they cannot get over at present. This is the only thing that prevented these people from crossing. 
General McDougald has arrived and assumed the command; he will start the troops at once. 

11 My object is to keep these rascals hemmed in till General Jesup arrives. If he were here at this 
time, I could get on my horse, and in two hours' time show the camps of' all the hostile Indians and call 
forth by name every leader. Jim Henry is very uneasy, is the reason he wants to make off. Ne-ha-mico 
sent from his camp seven stage horses. 'rhis is paramount to a back-out." 

* * * * * * .,. * .,. 
"I sent to Ne-he-Mathla, the other day, to try and find out what his strength was; but he is too 

great a general for me; µo information could be gained. His men are too well drilled to communicate 
anything." 

* * * * * * * * * 
. " Opoth-le-yohola, the chief of the Upper Creeks, took a decisive stand against the war, as also his 

people. He killed one chief, and put in irons thirteen more, for showing a hostile -disposition; this put a 
check to many other Indians who came disposed, with little encouragement, to join the hostile party." 

No. 5. 

Extract from a letter ef Captain John Page to the Commissary General of Subsistence, dated al Fort Miichell, 
June -, 1836. 

" 
"Since my last communication the hostile parties of Indians have mostly broken up and scattered. 

Some have come in here, say twelve or fifteen hundred men, women, and childrnn, and many have 
surrendered themselves at Tallahassee ar.d other points, and a great many are wandering about, afraid 
to come in. There will be no more fighting. The whoop may meet some of these wandering parties and 
fire on them; but the object of-these Indians will be to keep out of their way." 

No. 6. 

Extract of a lette1· from Oaptain John Page to the Commissary General ef Subsistence, dated at Fort Mitchell, 
July 2, 1836. 

11 I have the honor to report to you that about 1,600 hostile Indians, men, women, and children, have 
been enrolled and started this day. Jim Henry has surrendered about 20 miles from this. I have started 
some persons on to enrol his party. There are several hundred of them, men, women, and children, but 
I cannot state the number. At Tuskeegee there will be probably enough more to make 3,000 or more. 
I shall also despatch the whole of them immediately. Others are coming in constantly. The contractors 
took them yesterday, and were all prepared. The balance that come in after this I shall confine and take 
them in the same manner. General Jesup directed them to take water at Montgomery, Alabama, which 
is an excellent place. It is ve1·y slow moving them in irons, chained together, and .Montgomery is the; -
nearest point we could take water. I have notified the contractors to be prepared to move off other' 
parties as soon as they can be collected. I am anxious to close this business, and shall exet·t myself to 
do so. .A. great many Indians are identified and delivered over to the civil authority. Crowds of people 
are flocking, some to get their horses, some_ their uegtoes, and others their guns, that were taken by the 
Indians when their plantatfons were plundered." 

VOL. YII--120 e 
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No. 'l. 

Exl1·acts of a letter frorn Captain John Page to the Ccnnmi~sary General qf Suhmlence, dated Fort Milchell, 
July 26, 1836. 

"A report came yesterday there had been another battle wit~ the Indians about 25 miles below here, 
on the Georgia side of the river; three of the Georgia troops wei-e killed and seventeen wounded. Seven 
Indians were killed, who were found, (says the official report.) 

"This party, I am sure, was headed by N ulth-cap-Tuskenugga. After I left here with the hostile 
Indians for Montgomery, thirty-one of this chief's warriors gave themselves up to me on the,road, and 
they reported to me the old chief was determined to cross the river and go to li'lorida. At that time he 
had but about 30 or 40 warriors with him, but there was a considerable number of Ufawla Indians that 
joined him. I presume, as I am sure, they fled to the Cowiga, where the old chief was with his people." 

* * * * * * * ,!: * 
"The number of Indians I will not pretend to say." 

No. 8. 

Extract of a letter from Captain John Page to the Commissary General of Subsistence, dated at Wetumpka, 
Alabama, August 6, 1836. 

. "I have the honor to report that on the 30th of last month I turned over to the contractors a party 
of Indians, headed by Opoth-le-yoholo, and in charge of Lieutenant Batman. The muster-roll calls for 
2, 'l00 Indians, and they started on the 1st instant. 

"Another party, headed by ·wmiam hlcGilbray, turned over to the contractors on the 25th ultimo, 
have sta1·ted this day, in charge of Lieutenant Scrivel'is, and consists of about 3,000 Indians. 

"Lieutenant Deas has charge of the 'falladega district., and from his last report about 3,800 were 
turned over to the contractors yesterday, and are also to be started this day." 

No. 9. 

Extract o/ n letter from Captain John Page to the Commissary General of Suhmtenae, dated at Tuskeegee, 
Alabama, August 13, 1836. • 

"I have the honor to enclose, herewith, a muster-roll of a party of hostile Indians, shipped to their 
new country in charge of an agent. These Indians were taken prisoners after the party turned over to 
the contractors had started, and General Jesup directed me to send them off immediately." 

No. IO. 

l!'on-r MITCHELL, Alabama, November 6, 1836. 
Sm: I have the honor to forward this day n!uster-rolls, numbered from I to 6, of Creek Indians, 

removed by the Alabama and Georgia Emigrating Company, to Arkansas. These muster-rolls will not 
correspond with the rolls now in possession of the officers superintending the different parties. There 
were a great many hostile Indians joined their parties after they had been on the road several days. I 
directed them to add them to their rolls as they joined. 

Very respectfully, 
JOHN PAGE, Captain, and Superintendent of Creek Removal. 

Brig. General GEORGE GrnsoN, Commissary General ef Suhmtenae, Washington. 

No.11. 

FonT MITCHELL, Alabama, January 15, 183'l. 
Sm: I have the honor, herewith, to enclose proceedings of two meetings held by the settlers of the 

Creek nation. Previous to these meetings I had taken all the necessary measures in my power for their pro­
tection. I despatched part of the small force I had at this post, and located them at the spot where the 
depredation was committed. Since which time I have mustered into service a volunteer company of 
mounted men, commanded by Captain Benjamin Young, and stationed near Echo-hadja's camp. I am 
hourly expecting another company of mounted volunteers, if they can be raised, from Irwinton. I shall 
station them near \he Hatchachubba swamp. All appears to be quiet, and the people satisfied with the 
measures I have taken for their safety; they have all returned to their plantations again. Nothing has 
occurred since my last communication to you on the subject of Indian hostilities. . 

From the best information I can obtain, I think the Indians that committed the late depredations are 
a small party returned from Florida; having gone there and found nothing but hard fighting and starva-
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tion, returned again. A black woman, who was sick •at the time at Dr. Battle's plantation, was visited 
by the Indians, and, not being able to make her retreat, she stated two Indians came tu the hut she was 
lying' in and took fire out to burn the dwelling-house. They looked he1· in the face and laughed, but did 
not speak. One by the name of Euche Charley, and the other Lame John. These wci:e the names they 
were known by; she knew them well, having seen them almost every day for two years previous to the 
hostilities. I have always supposed these Indians bad gone to Florida; the friendly Indians were of the 
same opinion; they have never been seen in the friendly camps. If this statement can be relied on, it is 
evident they have returned from Florida, or remained in the swamps with a determination never to sur­
render. .A gentleman a few days since informed me he saw two Indian!! this side of Flint river, coming 
this way, with packs, and both armed; he can be relied on. He furthermore states he saw two small 
Indian trails coming in the direction of the Creek nation, and that it. was not more than two or three days 
since they had passed, My object, in being so minute is to do away the suspicion that rests upon the 
friendly Indians, and that the guilty may be punished. • 

The friendly Indians have tendered thefr services to the volunteer companies to scour the swamps 
and kill all that are found out of the friendly camps. 'l'heir services will be accepted, and every exertion 
used to apprehend them. 

,vith respect, I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
JOHN PAGE, Captain, and Superintendent of Creeks. 

0. A. HARRIS, Esq., Oommi&.ioner nf Indian Affairs, Washington City. 

25rn CoNGRESs.] No. 781. [2n SESSION. 

ON THE CLAn.I OF MISSOURI VOLUNTEERS FOR COMPENSATION FOR THEIR HORSES 
LOST OR RENDERED UNFIT FOR SERVICE BY TRANSPORTATION BY SEA FROM NEW 
ORLEANS TO TAMPA BAY IN FLORIDA. 

COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 9, 1838. 

A. 

IN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, January 10, 1838 .. 
On motion by Mr. Benton, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be instructed to inquire into the expedjency of 
making provision for payment of the value of horses lost at sea by the Missouri volunteers, on their 
passage from New Orleans to Tampa Bay, in the month of November last. 

Attest: . ASBURY DICKINS, Secretary. 

B. 

DEPAR'nIENT OF WAR, January 15, 1838. 
Sm: I have the honor to transmit, in reply to your letter of the 10th instant, a report of the acting· 

quartermaster general, which contains all the information in this department in reference to the loss of 
horses belonging to the Missouri volunteers. • 

Very respectfully, your most obedient.servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 

Hon. THO:lIAS H. BENTON, Chairman Committee on MiHlary Affairs, Senate. 

C. 

Qu.-i.RTERMASTER GENERAL'S OFFICE, Washington, January 13, 1838. 
Sm: In answer to the inquiry of the honorable Mr. Benton, chairman of the Military Committee of the 

Senate, in relation to the horses of the Missouri volunteers which were lost on the way from New Orleans 
to Florida, I furnish, herewith, an extract of a letter from Colonel Taylor, United States army, addressed 
to the commanding general, which contains all the information in this office on that subject. On the 8th 
of November the quartermaster at New Orleans reported, in general terms, that he had completed the 
shipment of the Missouri volunteers, with their horses, for Tampa Bay; but the loss of the horses, and the 
circumstances attending it, have not been reported to this office. 

I have the honor to be, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. T. CROSS, Acting Quartermaster General. 

Hon. J. R. PornsErr, Secretary of War, Washington. 
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D. 

E;etrar:t ef a letter from Colonel Z. Taylor, first regiment of United States infantry, to MaJor General T. S. 
Jesup, dated 

HEADQUARTF.Rs Arurr SourH OF TUE °V\TITHLAcoocHEE, November 26, 1837. 
"Out of 450 horses belonging to the Missouri mounted volunteers, shipped at New Orleans for this 

place, 300 of them have been cast away or lost, in consequence of the severe gales which have prevailed 
in the Gulf since they left the mouth of the :Mississippi; and a portion of what few have arrived have 
been rendered unfit for service, so that a great port.ion of the regiment must act 011 foot, if they act at all, 
as I have this moment been informed by the colonel and lieutenant colonel commanding them that there 
was great discontent among them in consequence of the loss of their horses; and as the order had been 
given them to take the field, it was doubtful whether a, portion of them would do so, alleging that they 
had been engaged to act as mounted men." 

E. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Third .Auditor's Office, January 17, 1838. 
Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this morning, wherein, after men­

tioning that about 300 horses belonging to the Missouri volunteers, on the voyage from the mouth of the 
Mississippi to 'fampn. Bay, wern cast away or lost at sea, you ask me whether any new legislation, 
except an appropriation, will be wanting to authorize payment to the owners? 

In reply, I have to state that the law of the 18th January last, providing.· for the payment of lost horses, 
&c., contains no provision• applicable to cases of this kind, and that I consider fm'ther legislation neces­
sary before the owners of the horses in question can receive remuneration for the loss thereof. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
PETER HAGNER, .Auditor. 

Hon. T. H. BENTON, United State.~ Senal,e. 

25TH CoNGREss.J. No~ 782. [2D SESSION. 

CORRESPONDENCE WITH OFFICERS OF THE ARMY ~ELATIVE TO THE POSTS AND MILI­
TARY FORCES REQ,UIRED FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE WESTERN FRONTIER OF 
THE UNITED ST.ATES. 

co:IU.IUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 14, 1838. 

DEPARTl!ENT OF WAR, January 8, 1838. 
Sm: .A.t the request of the Hon. A. G. Harrison, of the House of Representatives, I have the honor to 

transmit the accompanying papers, for the consideration of the Committee on Military .Affairs, which have 
reference to the subject of the defence of the western frontier, reported upon by me a few days since in 
answer to a resolut.ion of the House of Representatives. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 

~on. J,urns J. McKAY, Chairman ef Committee on Military Affairs, House ef Reps. 

FULTON, Missouri, June 3, 1837. 
Sm: The great number of Indians, native and emigrant, on the frontier of Missouri, Arkansas, &c., 

has for a long time eng·aged our serious attention, and filled our minds with painful solicitude for the 
future and permanent safety of those most exposed to their incursions. It is the paramount duty of all 
governments to afford to its citizens not only that protection which is fully adequate to secure them from 
danger, but such also as is sufficient to allay every apprehension of it. Vv e do not believe that our gov­
ernment has extended either to our exposed frontier. vVhen we think of their immense number, which, it 
is officially said, will amount to 253,000 when all shall have been removed, and look upon our vast extent 
of frontier, we affirm it unhesitatingly as our qeliberate opinion that the troops stationed upon it for its 
protection are altogether inadequate for such a purpose. With these opinions, being in part the repre­
sentatives of a portion of those exposed to the dangers we have alluded to, we should be faithless to our 
trust, wanting in every impulse of patriotism and humanity, if we did not use the very utmost of our 
exertions, in every practicable manner whatever, to accomplish o~jects of such vital importance. It is 
these considerations that have impelled us to trouble you with this communication. We desire your 
views of the protection that is necessary, and respectfully request that you will give them to us at length. 
No man, we arc well satisfied, is better qualified to give a correct opinion on this subject than yourself. 
Your long acquaintance with the character of the Indians of the west-their cunning, their boldness, 
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their treachery; your intimate knowledge, from personal experience, of their mode of warfare, and your 
late position as the commander of the first regiment of dragoons, connected with the additional circum­
stances of your being stationed on the frontier, and, whilst in that quarter, of having penetrated and 
scoured much the greater portion of the country lying between it and the Rocky mountains, have afforded 
you opportunities enjoyed by no other person in the country for forming correct opinions on the subject. 
You cannot but perceive, should the information we receive justify it, that it is our intention to make an 
effort at the next session of Congress to have that protection extended to us which will not only make us 
secure, but will also quiet every feeling of S()licitude in relation to it. 

We are the mure anxious to get your views on the subject, and the views also of other gentlemen 
whose situation and experience have enabled them to form just and correct opinions as to the amount of 
force that is necessary, because, in the discussions which we have heard on the floor of Congress upon 
this subject, opinions have been advanced very wide from those we entertain ourselves, directly impeach­
ing the existence of any necessity for further protection, without which, we firmly believe, om· frontier 
citizens are doomed to be, at some future day, the helpless victims of savag·e ferocity. On such occasions, 
too, we have heard the all-sufficient a1·gument of economy used, as if that should be esteemed true economy 
where the great probability is that the timely expenditure of a few thousand dollars will prevent the 
futme necessity of appropriating millions; but it is such economy, we very much fear, as will eventually 
end in opening the sluices of blood and marking the fair fields of our people with the blackness of death 
and desolation. Such are the views and feelings with which we are impressed, and, being such, we are 
irresistibly impelled to do all in our power to avert such an impending calamity. ,ve therefore again 
renew the request that you will furnish us with your views on the subject in as full a manner as your 
time and convenience will admit of. 

With assurances of the highest regard, we are, very respectfully, your obedient servants, 
L. F. LINN. 
A.G. HARRISON. 

Colonel HENRY DoDGE, Governor ef Wisconsin Terriloi·y. 

Sr. Lours, August 14, 183'1. 
Sm: ·we have taken the liberty of addressing you, for the purpose of acquiring such information as 

you may be able to g·ive relative to the force that is necessary for the complete protection of our frontier. 
You know that this frontier is very extensive, and, we think, not sufficiently protected. To prevent 
ruinous border wars, and to insure peace and safety to our fellow-citizens living in that quarter, is the 
great object we have in view. ,v e hope, by the information we are endeavoring to collect on the subject, 
to satisfy the general government that the protection which is indispensably necessary to the peace of 
the frontier is but beg·un. We have been induced to address you, from your thorough knowledge of the 
condition of the frontier and the Indian and his character. We should be happy, therefore, to be favored 
with your views on this subject at length. 

We have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servants, 
L. F.LINN. 
A. G. HARRISON. 

General HENRY ATKINSON. 

CAMP SABINE, Louisiana, August 28, 183'1 
~h DEAR FRIEND: ·when we last met, in 1't. Louis, I promised to write to you, and should have done 

so sooner but for the army life, that of being moved about so much. I have been moved from Jefferson 
Barracks to Natchitoches, in this State, from thence to Fort Jesup, from Fort Jesup to this place, and 
from this place back to Jesup, and from thence to the Caddo Indians, and from thence to New Orleans, 
and from thence back to this place, where we have remained until this time, but how much longer I am 
unable to say. I should as lief be here as in auy other place in this country; but I would rather be in 
Missouri than any other State in the Union that I have been in, not excepting old Virginia, the place of 
my birth. I like the people better; the climate is better; in fact, evei·ything is better, in my opinion; at. 
least, they appear more congenial to my feelings. This country appears easier to get a living in than 
any other that I have ever been in, and the people are less inclined to work than any other set I have met 
with. ·we have been here nearly two years, and for what purpose I am unable to say, for there has been 
no invasion or threatened invasion, that I know of. There arc no Indians nearer than eighty or one hun­
dred miles of us, and we are fifty or sixty miles from those large planters who have so large a number of 
ncgroes that it would require a garrison near to prevent their negroes from rising. So you will see that 
we are too far from the formeL· to protect the frontier inhabitants, as also to protect the master from the 
violence of his slaves, if they see cause to be discontented. We have temporary quarters built at this 
place, which is about two miles and a half from the l"iver Sabine, on a straight line, and about four by the 
road. 

It is my opinion that we could be of more use to the sen'ice if we were on the frontier of Missouri or 
Arkansas. There we should be a check on the Indians; for if we do not establish a line of posts around 
that frontier soon, the enormous body of Indians which the government is sending among you will 
become dissatisfied, and will rise and use you up before we can help you. You know it is the nature of 
an Indian to take all advantages; and when he thinks that you are not watching him, that is the time 
that he will make his spring. Hence, the sooner it is done, the less it will cost the government, and the 
less blood will be spilt. But if you build those posts, you will have to increase the army in order to 
garrison them. 'rhere should be at least fifteen thousand men on a peace establishment in the army of 
the United States. My plan would be, to ha.ve eight regiments of infantry, four of artillery, two of 
dragoons, and one of riflemen, each regiment to be one thousand strong; and to have the different staff 
corps to be increased, so as to be adequate to all the services required of them, without taking officers 
from the line for staff purposes. What I mean by staff corps is, the engineers, topographical engineers, 
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and ordnance corps. The details for those duties are so g·reat at this time that we have not got officers 
sufficient to do company duty; and at one time this summer the sixth regiment had but ten officers with 
it for duty; out of thirty-three belonging to it, there was not at that time ·one captain with his company 
in the whole regiment, and that in the field. I knew a time it would have been considered disgraceful to 
be absent from your regiment or company when they were fa the field. But times have changed; for 
now some of them bother the lives out of some of the members of Congress to get them a fui:lough, or to 
get them on some other duty, and at the time, perhaps, their companies are in front of an enemy. The 
War Department should put a stop to it, or else it will ruin the army. There are a great number of 
officers on Indian duty, wbi"cb, I think, should be done by citizens; for if it is necessary to have a captain, 
a first and a second lieutenant, to a company, is it not equally 11ecessary that they should be with it? I 
think so. 'l'hen why not employ citizens? for it would lie better for the army, better for the citizens, and 
better for the service in gent>ral. 'l'o return to the increase of the army: it is my opinion that a rifle 
reg·iment should be added to the peace establishment, as two wars have shown us that riflemen are the 
most efficient troops that ever were employed in our country. Where can you find troops more efficient 
than Morgan's riflemen of the revolution, or Forsyth's riflemen of the last war with Great Britain ? 
However, I contend that they are the most useful in our country. Artillery for a siege; infantry for an 
open country, where they can meet column to column; dragoons for scouting parties, provided they have 
a rallying point near at hand; but riflemen for the woods or broken ground, with which you know our 
country abounds at every point where fighting must be expected. 'l'he musket and cartridge-box are too 
clumsy to run through the woods with. I served in Forsyth's riflemen during the whole of the late war, 
up to the reduction of the army in 1821, and have been in the infantry since, and have bad a good oppor­
tunity of judging of these two arms of the service, and am decidedly of opinion that the rifle is the best 
one the service can have. 

If, sir, this meets your approbation, I hope you will consider me a candidate for the riflemen, and 
give me your assistance to obtain it; or if the army is increased, I also wish your influence for promotion. 
I have served my country honestly and faithfully for near twenty-five years, and have commanded detach­
ments, c;ornpanies, battalions, regiments, and brigades, and have been on some important expeditions, 
and have had the good fortune to have the approbation of my commanding officer and the government. 
I have written to Governo1· Miller and to Colonel R. M. Johnson, Vice-President of the United States, on 
the subject of brevet rank. At the close of the last war, Mr. Dallas, then Secretary of War, promised 
me the brevet rank of major;· but unfortunately he died, or, I am convinced, I should have received it. 
I made repeated applications after the war for leave to visit "\Vashington, but without effect until the fall 
of 1820, which was the first opportunity I had of laying my claims before the President and Secretary 
of War, which I did, but was told I was too late by Mr. Monroe and Mr. Calhoun; but they both, if I 
understood them, agreed that my claims were just. Again, in 1826, I bad my claims before Mr. Adams 
and Mr. Barbour, and bad no better success. I claimed brevets for the following actions : The battle of 
La Cole's mill-General ·Wilkinson told me, for my gallant conduct, that he would remember me. In the 
summer of 1814, on the day the gallant Forsyth fell, I, with fifteen riflemen, led the enemy's force, of 
about seven or eight hundred strong, into an ambuscade, in such a manner that, if Forsyth had obeyed 
his orders, not a man of them would have escaped to have told the story ; for which General T. A. Smith 
sent for me, and offered me brevet rank, which I declined. A few weeks after I dispersed a party of the 
enemy of more than my number, killed their advanced guard, and wounded and took prisoner their chiet; 
an Indian chief l:>y the name of Malaun. He was a celebrated chief; and to show you how much the 
British thought of him, they asked bis body of General Smith, and had it buried in splendid style; for 
this General Smith sent for me again, and offered me brevet rank again; which I again declined. Well, 
sir, for the battle of Plattsburg I respectfully refer you to Major General Macomb, and also to a letter of 
his that is on file at the War Department at Washington; it was written to me and placed on file by me 
in 1826. For these few battles I was promised the brevet rank. Since then, in 1823, at the battle of the 
Arickarees, General Leavenworth recommended me to be brevetted to a major.-(See his report on file at 
the War Department.) .Again, on the Santa Fe road, August 3, 1829, when I defeated eight hundred 
Indians with one hundred and nfty, and killed and wounded forty of them; and again defeated them on 
the 10th November, Sir, if I had received brevets for all these actions only, I should have been a colonel 
by brevet, September I 1, 1834. .And now, sir, all I ask is, to be brevetted for war services, to take effect 
at either of the dates-September 11, 1814, Aug·ust 3, 1829; to be lieutenant colonel by brevet. I bad a 
talk with General Jackson in 1831; and if I understood him, he would have sent my name to the Senate 
if they would have passed the list for brevets which he had furnished them; before he told me he would 
not send my name to them until they bad passed what he had sent them; but if they would pass them, 
he would send mine. If you will be so good as to see Governor Miller, he is a strong friend of mine, and 
can tell you more than anybody·else on the subject. I am more anxious at this. time than I was hereto­
fore, for I wish my son, when he grows up, to see and hear that his father has served bis country honestly 
and faithfullv, by gallantry. My services are well known; but I wish my name to be on the records of 
my country for gallant services; and if you will be so kind as to use your influence with those other 
gentlemen, you will lay me under everlasting obligations to you; and my son, as he grows up, and can 
appreciate your services to his father, shall be taught to mention your name with gratitude, and to con­
sider you one of his best friends. I am convinced that I am asking a g·reat deal, but I know your kind­
ness, and that you will do anything that is in your power for a soldier. If Mrs. Linn is with you, be so 
good as to make my kindest regards to her. 

If, sir, you should want any informat-ion as it respects this country, you must let me know; I should 
be pleased to hear from you during the session, and after, as often as -you feel at leisure to do so; I should 
like to know what is going on. On the 4th of March last, about twelve o'clock, we gave Matty and old 
Tecumseh twenty-six roarers. "\Vhether you succeed for me or not, you will have my eternal gratitude. 

I have the honor to be, with great respe_ct and esteem, your obedient servant, 
B. RILEY, Major United States Army. 

Hon. LEWIS F. LINN, Senato1· ef the United States. 
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ST. Loms, .August 14, 183'T. 
Sm: The exposed situation of a frontier of at least a thousand miles in extent bas attracted our 

serious attention to the dangers which constantly threaten our border citizens, from the proximity of the 
Indiaus and the facility with which they can strike any moment they please. 

We are desirous of collecting, from such sources as can throw light upon the subject, all the informa­
tion that may lead to a fnll and complete knowledge of its exposed condition, for the purpose of inducing 
the general government to give it that protection which may be absolutely necessary to its safety. Your 
long services in the army, which to a great extent have been connected with Indians and Indian affafrs, 
your acquaintance with theh- manners and hauits, and yom· knowledge of their character, must be of a 
description calculated to give correct information upon a subject which has been greatly embarrassed 
for the ,vant of a proper understanding of it. We would, therefore, very respectfully request the favor 
of you to give us your views of the force that you think is actually necessary for the complete protection 
of the frontier, accompanied with such remarks relative to a cordon of posts, their distance from each 
other, &c., &c., as you may think necessary. 

With sentiments of regard, we are, very respectfully, your obedient servants, 
L. F. LINN . 
.A.. G. HARRISON. 

Major General EDMUND P. GAINES. 

HEADQUARTERS WESTERN D1v1sroN, B_t. Louis, .August 14, 183'T. 
GENTLElIEN: I take much pleasure in complying with the request contained in your letter of this date, 

convinced as I am that your views of the letter and spirit of the Constitution and laws of the United States, 
regarding the pmtection ef thefrontier, are in accordance with those by which I have been governed; that 
you are in favor of a system of protection, the work of which should commence before the work of destruc­
tio,i is finished or in progress, and the exterior line of frontier inhabitants cut off, as it was in East Florida 
during the winter of 1835 and 1836. 

To obviate a similar catastrophe upon the western frontier, bordered as it is with savages, for the 
most part deeply wounded, and to some extent exasperated at what they deem to be our hostility and in­
justice, in urging them to abandon the lands of their ancestors; savages who have profited, as every 
portion of the human family have profited, by the lessons they have taken from us in the school of adversity, 
and thus prepared for a spirited attack on the frontier; savages sufficiently numerous, when combined, to 
lay waste hundreds of miles of our frontier settlements in a shorter time than the news of their hostility 
could possibly reach the seat of the federal government, and even before the State governments of the 
west could possibly provide the means of defence. I am decidedly of the opinion that, in addition to the 
posts and garrisons already placed upon. the frontier between the mouth of the Sabine and the Missouri 
rivers, inclusively, there should be held ready for action a disposable force of six thousand men; of which 
one regiment of dragoons and one of infantry should be stationed at Fort Leavenworth; an equal force at 
some healthy point to be selected on Grand rive1·, near the southwest angle of the State of Missouri; an 
equal force on the northwestern waters of the Red river, near the mouth of the False ·washita; and the 
residue on the waters of the Sabine. 

The points to be selected for the location of all military posts, and more especially f.or the proposed 
disposable force, should be guarded by law from the ruinous attacks of whiskey-traders, by placing under 
the entire control of the commanding officers a township of public land, of which the posts should be 
on the centre section. If it is true that nine-tenths of the crimes committed in the army during the last 
thirty-seven years have been occasioned either directly or indirectly by the improper use of spirituous 
liquors, ( and I am convinced of the truth of this opinion,) then what other argument is necessary to show 
the expediency of affording the commandants of posts the means of cutting off all intercourse between the 
traders and soldiers ? And why should the proposed reservation of a township of public land for each 
frontier post be objected to? The land would receive no injury. On the contrary, it would be greatly 
benefited, inasmuch as it would, with some little attention, become more and more valuable every year, 
by the planting and growth on the prairie of black locust and black walnut for building ships and steam­
boats, and by other improvements, among which I may mention corn, pasture, and meadow lands, from 
which om· dragoons may be supplied with forage; to which I may !].lso add orchards and gardens, which 
will contribute greatly to the health and comfort of the trnops. 

The proposed frontier posts might be converted into military schools, for the instruction of many of 
the aspiring youths of the neighboring States, unable to obtain admission into the Military Academy at 
West Point. 

Let good barracks be constructed, and place at each post the requisite professors, as at West Point, 
to be selected from among the graduates of that institution, and then receive from each regiment of 
militia of the neighboring counties a few cadets for four years; they would often be usefully employed in 
doing garrison duty, as a part of their instruction, particularly during a state of war, when the troops are 
called off upon active service. Gr~duates from such schools of the west would prove to be in nowise 
inferior to the g1·aduates from West Point. 

Promising myself the pleasure of add1·essing you again upon the subject of your interesting commu­
nication, (being now much occupied with other duties,) 

I have the honor to be, with very great respect, your most obedient servant, 
EDMUND P. GAINES. 

Hons. L. F. LINN, 
A. G. HARRISON, 

St. Louis, J,Iissouri. 
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FULTON, June 3, 183'7. 
Sm: The object of this communication is to solicit from you such information in relation to the mili­

_tary force necessary for the complete protection of the frontier of Missouri, Arkansas, &c., as you may 
have it in your power to give us. \Ve are flattered, from yoUl' location on the frontier, the length of time 
you have been on one post or the other of it, from your knowledge of the number of Indians on om· borders, 
of their character for the faithless observance of their promises and treat.ies, and of the present and past 
meagre military force upon our frontier, that you can give us much information that will be useful and 
interesting. It is our opinion that the military force usually stationed on the western and southwestern 
frontier is very far from being sufficient. Your opportunities have been of the most ample kind for obser­
vations on this head, and will doubtless accompany such conclusions as you have come to with great 
weight and influence. In the important trust which, in part, has been placed in our hands, we feel that 
there is no duty of a higher and more sacred character than that of trying every means and using every 
exertion which om· situation can possibly put within our reach to have extended to our exposed and ne­
glected frontier the protection which shall place its security for the future beyond the possibility of doubt 
or solicitude. Such as we have has been sparingly given; such as we want will be withheld, we fear, with­
out proof as clear as positive demonstration. .i\lillions have been expended for the protection of commerce; 
our navy has been increased avowedly for this pUl'pose. This is right. ·we have ourselves lent a feeble 
assistance to this great object. It is but the fulfilling of one of the great purposes of government. But 
when protection is sought for by the people of the west-those whose boldness and daring, whose toils 
and sufferings, whose labor and improvements, have opened the forests and made valuable the lands of 
the government-those, in truth, who have been invited to our utmost western limits by the government 
itself, in offering its lands for sale there, how cold and indifferent the conduct of the government I How 
reluctant to move upon the subject! Can it Le possible that such circumstances are not sufficient to 
entitle any civilized people on earth to the protection of their government? And if such be sufficient to 
attract the favorable notice of the government, how much more are they entitled to the fullest protection, 
whose misfortune it is to have settled where it is the policy of the government to place thousands of the 
most restless and implacable enemies the white man ever bad ? Such, exactly, is the condition of the 
settler upon the western frontier. He is innocent of the causes that have led to this necessity. If there 
are grounds ror it, the government itself is guilty. Such are our views. To impress them favorably upon 
those who have the power to give us the necessary aid is the object of the information we seek. We hope, 
therefore, that you will do us the favot· to give us at length the opinions which you have as to the force 
that is necessary to insure complete protection to the western frontier. 

vVe have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servants, 
L. F. LINN. 
A. G. HARRISON. 

Colonel STEPHEN -YV". KEARNEY. 

FoRT LEAVENWORTH, June 20, 183'7. 
GENTLE~IEN: Your communication of the 6th instant, asking my opinion of "the military force neces 

sary for the complete protel1tion of the frontier of Missouri, Arkansas," &c., has been received, and, forming 
as you do a part of the representation in Congress of the State and people of Missouri, (so deeply 
interested in the subject,) I'feel bound to give you my views, to be used as you may deem proper or 
expedient. 

The preliminary measures to protecting the frontier are to have the limits of the frontier definitely 
settled. This is not the case with the couutry between the Mississippi and Missouri rivers, and I think 
that as eal'ly as possible the northern boundary of the State of Missouri should be marked out, and that 
the commissioners for laying out the "military road," as directed by an act of Uongress of the 2d of July 
last, should be informed if the Territory of ·wisconsin, ( west of the Mississippi,) subject to be settled 
by the whites, is to continue as its present boundary, or, if to be extended by further purchase of land 
from the Indians, where the permanent boundary will probably be. 'l'he above boundaries being deter­
mined upon and finally fixed, ( the remainder of the frontier, viz : that between the Missouri and Red 
rivers, is already so,) the "milita,ry road," as above alluded to, should be laid out. in the Indian country, 
along and within a short distance of the line separating it from the Territory of ,visconsin and the States 
of .Missouri and Arkansas. Upon this road should be erected strong and permanent military works, 
garrisoned by infantry or artillery, and should be such as at a glance would convince the Indians of the 
folly of attacking them and of the danger they would incur by passing to the rear of them. Besides 
the stores necessary for their own garrisons, those works should hold in depot rations and forage for the 
dragoons and their horses, when visited by them on their march along this road. These I would station 
on the flanks and in thtl centre, and, when the season permitted, a portion of them should be .constantly 
moving on the road. 

The strength of the force necessary to be stationed at the "works," as above recommended, though 
a matter of great importance and consideration, it is obvious that even military men may differ about. 
I would therefore suggest that there should be one regiment of infantry or artillery and one of dragoons 
to garrison the works and guard the frontier between the Mississippj and Missouri rivers; one regiment 
of infantry or artillery and one of dragoons between the Missouri and Osage, and two regiments of 
infantry or artillery and one of dragoons between the Osage and Red rivers; thus giving, for a frontier 
of about one thousand miles, four regiments of infantry or artillery and three of dragoons. As the 
military road is by law to stop at Red river, and as I suppose you do not ask my opinion of the country 
south of it, I shall say nothing about it. 

I am aware that the above estimate of force to guard the frontier will to some persons appear too 
large and to others too small; but when we reflect that the question is not what force bas hithert-0 been 
stationed along the frontier, but what force is necessary there; not how much longer will the mercy of 
the Indians permit our weak garrisons to continue to exist near them, but how strong should they be to 
command the respect and have a control upon the actions of the Indians; when we take into considera­
tion the distance of about one thousand miles, contiguous to which the policy of the government has 
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settled a very large and restless body of Indians, their well known treacherous and unfriendly feelings 
for the white men, it will be conceded, as I think, by most persons, upon reflection, that the foregoing 
estimate is at least within the necessary bounds. 

It is well known that the cause of most of the difficulties we have had with the Indians may be traced 
to the lawless acts of some white men mnongst them; and that in consequence of the distance to the civil 
courts, and the impossibility of getting witnesses before them, such acts very often go unpunished, and 
therefore stimulate others to the commission of new ones. I am therefore most decidedly of the opinion 
that if Congress would by law authorize that offences against the act of June 30, 1834, entitled "An 
act to regulate trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes, and to preserve peace on the frontier," may 
be tried by military courts, should the offender be apprehended in the Indian country, such authority 
would do more to preserve peace on the frontier than many additional regiments. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. W. KEARNEY, Colonel First Regiment of Dragoons. 

Hon. L. F. LINN a~d A.G. HARRISON, Fulton, Missoury. 

FULTON, June 3, 1837. 
GENTLEMEN: We have taken the liberty of addressing you, for the purpose of getting such information 

as you may be able to give, in relation to the military force that is necessary for the protection of our 
western and southwestern frontier. The long residence of some of you among the Indians, .and the 
knowledge which you all, as Indian agents, doubtless possess of their numbers, their character, and 
habits, have enabled you to form conclusions on this subject which but very few have had the oppor­
tunity of doing. Besides, you are well acquainted with the extent of our frontier and its defenceless 
condition. .As we are collecting information on this subject, with the view of a future operation in 
Congress, we respectfully request a communication from each of you, giving your views as to the 
military force that is necessary for the permanent peace and security of the whole line of our frontier. 

Should there be other Indian agents living within reach of you, whose names we have not here 
included, you will please forward them a copy of this for their reply. 

\Ve have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servants, 
L. F. LINN . 
.A. G. HARRISON. 

Messrs . .A. S. HUGHES, JoHN F. DouGHERTY, JosHUA P1i.cHER, M. Cmmrns, W. N. FULKERSON. 

INDEPENDENCE, Missouri, November 25, 183'i'. 
DEAR Sm: I have just returned from a fifteen days' campaign, which was for the purpose of removing 

a considerable number of Osage Indians without the limits of the State. A number of the citizens on 
our southern frontier, say in the neig·hborhood of Old Harmony Mission, petitioned the governor of our 
State for relief. The governor cited them to the major general, Samuel lJ. Lucas, of this place, and, at 
the same time, instructed the general to hold a certain amount of bis command in readiness at the call of 
said citizens, which call was made on the major general, who ordered into service two brigades, one of 
which I had the honor to command. The major general, S. D. Lucas, for the purpose of having good 
order and subordination, as well as to try to remove said Indians without bloodshed, took the command 
in person, and, with a great deal of caution, bas at the present effected the object aforesaid, though, 
without some immediate and prompt measures, our whole western Missouri will be overwhelmed in a 
general war with the different tribes of Indians. The Osage Indians have been for some time committing 
outrage after outrage on the stock of our frontier citizens, which, I discovered whilst out there, caused a 
fixed determination in our citizens to st.and it no longer, and, of course, war must ensue. I consider one 
great evil exists out there: there are many Indians, French, &c., living near the line, who are in the 
Labit of keeping spirituous liquors. A great portion of them have full-blooded Osage Indian squaws as 
pretended wives. A Mr. Jarreu, a trader for the .American Fur Company, who lives some fifteen or 
twenty miles from the line, has au Osage squaw for a wife, though not married to her, and lives sixty or 
seventy miles from any place of civil or military law. He has divers French around him, who sell liquor 
to the Indians. They come in and remain six or eight days; then they are starved almost to death, and, 
of course, must fall on the first cow or hog they may meet with; and, while out there, General Lucas 
ordered said squaws to be put without the limits of the State, as other Osage Indians, though Captain 
Mitchell, while on his way with them to camp, fell in with a command of dragoons; under the command 
of Captain Sumner, who, with force of arms, took said squaws and ordered them back to Mr. Jarreu's. 
The next day after General Lucas, with his command, had put over the line some three hundred Indians 
and on the march back met with Captain Sumner and his command, who informed General Lucas h~ 
would use his endeavors to keep said Indians without the State; also informed General Lucas he had left 
a guard at Mr. Jarreu's with said squaws, &c.; that said guard and prisoners were subject to his order. 
General Lucas proceeded on to the ;Harmony Mission-house, near said Jarreu's, and despatched Colonel 
Thomas Pitcher, with a small command, to receive said prisoners; but when• arriving there, it seemed 
Captain Sumner, though a dragoon officer of the United States, had given the guard particular 
instrnction not to let General Lucas nor any other persons have said prisoners, which was directly in 
contradiction to what he had told the general. He ( the said general) being on his march for home, and 
this same twenty-five or thirty from Captain Sumner, and wishing to put the government to as little 
expense as possible, concluded to disband his troops, and leave the matter for the government and 
Captain Sumner to arrange. I am authorized, from good authority, to say to you that Captain Sumner 
yet has a guard to keep any person from driving said squaws without the limits of the State. Such 
conduct as this, you are well apprised, the citizens of Missouri will not suffer. It sPems as though it has 
been the policy of the government to place on our immediate frontier almost all the different tFibes of 
Indians. Be it so. No objection; but we claim from that government that protection which the laws of 
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our land guarantee to us free and independent citizens. The commanding officer at Fort Leavenworth 
was informed by one of the commfosioners of Indian affairs that difficulty was likely to a1Tive, and was 
requested to send an officer to see General Lucas, or at )east to inquire what was likely to be the result. 
He sent down Lieutenant Chilton, who got all the information which General Lucas -had in bis posses­
sion, which was a petition from the citizens of Bates county praying for relief, as well _as an order from 
the commander-in-chief to hold his command fo readiness. "Why did not the commanding officer at Fort 
Leavenworth immediately despatch a portion of his command and have the matter adjusted, instead of 
having the militia dragged from their homes to relfove the property of their fellow-citizens from the 
tomahawk of the savage Osages, who are threatening the lives of the citizens of Bates county, if they 
molested them when they came in to kill their stock ? .And I have no doubt but if General Lucas had 
went out with a few men, he would have had them fellows to have flogged severely before they would 
have surrendered, as I discovered at all times, when coming across a party of them, they evinced 
considerable hostility. Some of them evtm went so far as to cock their guns for war. The citizens of 
Bates county complain, and say the dragoon officers do not care anything about their interests, merely 
march out for fine show, and to cut some fine m"ilitary swells, and return, and leave them and the Indians 
to fight it out. • 

I am bound to think, without some immediate remedy, our country will be mukt in a general war 
with the Indians on our west, as you well know when one Indian begins all are on the move; and it seems 
to me it would be a very wrong time to have to spend several millions of dollars at this critical moment 
of money matters, when it could otherwise be done. 

I have the honor to be yours, &c., 
M. G. WILSON. 

A. G. HARRISON, Esq. 

FoRT CoF.FEE, WEST OF ARKANSAS, September IO, 1837. 
Srn: As I have been for a number of years travelling along the whole extent of our frontier, and 

have visited most of the different tribes of Indians from our settlement as far west as the Rocky mount­
ains, I have been requested by a number of individuals to give my views in regard to the protection of 
the frontier and the policy which should govern our relations with the various Indian tribes upon our 
border; and as there is no person who has tak~n a greater interest in frontier matters than yourself, I 
have taken the liberty of addressing this letter to you. If it contains any suggestions that may be cf 
service, it will be a source of great gratification to me that I have afforded some information upon a sub­
ject of such great importance to the western people. 

The plan of opening a military road along the whole extent of the frontier, and establishing a cordon 
of posts, which was introduced into the Senate by yourself, is an exc!Jllent one, and meets with the appro­
bation of the frontier people generally; not much, however, has yet been done towards carrying it into 
effect. The dragoons should be constantly kept patrolling along this road, to enforce the non-intercourse 
law and prevent the introduct10n of spirituous liquors into the Indian country. There is but little doubt 
that most of our Indian wars have been occasioned by outlawed white people, who have fled to the fron­

. tiers, located themselves among the Indians, and married Indian wives. They introduce whiskey into the 
Indian country, and sell it to the Indians at an enormous price; the Indians get drunk, commence quarrel­
ling, and in this state of excitement commit acts of depredation which in many cases lead to war. 

In addition to the present force, I think there should be a regiment of riflemen raised, to be mounted 
in case of an Indian war. They should be armed with good rifles. This has been proved to be the most 
effectual weapon against Indians. The officers of the regiment should be hardy and enterprising men, 
possessing a knowledge of the frontier country, and acquainted with Indian character. Officers of 
infantry who have been stationed a long time on the frontier should have the senior appointments. The 
whole of these troops should be placed under the command of a general of experience, who should have 
his headquarters on the military road, as nearly central as possible. Detachments of troops should be 
sent out into the Indian country every summer. In this way the officers would acquire a knowledge of 
the topography of the country, and become acquainted with Indian character, both of which would be 
essentially requisite to combat them successfully. A few presents should be taken along to conciliate 
the wild Indians, and to let them know that we are friendly disposed towards them. These detachments 
should have directions to arrest all persons in the Indian country trading without a license, and all those 
who abuse their licenses by cheating and abusing the Indians; much disturbance would by this means 
be prevented. WHh regard to the government of the Indians, I think there should be either a governor 
and secretary, or a general superintendent of all the Indians on the frontier west of the military road. 
He should be located on .this road, as nearly central as possible, so that he could communicate in a short 
time, by means of expresses on the road, with every portion of the frontier. The superintendencies and 
acting superintendencies now established in that portion of the country should be aboiished, and all our 
frontier relations intrusted to this general superintendent or governor, who should make an annual report 
of the condition of the Indians in his superintendency. This method would insure a uniformity of action 
and views with regard to our Indian relations, which cannot be obtained so long as there are so many 
little acting superintendencies, the appointments to which are filled with men of such various and con­
flicting views. This gove_rnor, having the general superintendence of all Indian matters on the frontier, 
would be able to settle the little jarring interests of the different tribes, and reconcile their animosities, 
and thus prevent much bloodshed among them. This cannot be done by a commissioner so remote as 
Washington, who cannot be supposed to possess much knowledge of Indian character, or the various 
causes of these difficulties. Having one common governor to whom to refer all their difficulties, and who 
would establish the same rules and regulations over all, it would tend to produce a uniformity of views, 
.and they would be induced to co-operate in measures to their mutual advantage, and which would tend 
to a gradual amelioration of their condition. Every two years there should be a general council or con­
gress, to consist of a delegation of all the different tribes of Indians, to assemble at some central point 
in the Indian country; they could then and there communicate their various wants to the government, 
through the superintendent or governor, while he, at that time, could communicate the views of the gov­
ernment with regard to them. 'l'he wild Indian of the north and extreme west could here meet his more 
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civilized brethren of the south, and seeing the beneficent effects of civilization in the improved condition 
of these Indians, he might be induced to follow their example, and cultivate the arts of civilization himself. 
They could here hold their feasts and dances together, settle their little animosities with each other, and part 
with mutual good will. The Indians, like all other people, are fond of excitement. They have ambitious 
men among them who are desirous of distinction; and as they have but little opportunity to shine as 
statesmen and orators, theit- ambition leads them to excel in warlike exploits, which, no doubt, is the 
cause of many of the wars among themselves and with tlie whites. This grand council will be considered 
a great event in the lives of the Indians, and their principal warriors will be very desirous of being sent 
as delegates to it, which will lead their minds from warlike exploits, arid direct their ambition to other 
roads of distinction. \Vhen this is acquired, one great step is taken towards their advancement in civil­
ization, and the amelioration of their condition. In a short time, if such should be the policy of the gov­
ernment, they might, at this general council, elect delegates to Congress, which would open a new field 
of ambition for them. Many other advantages will arise from this plan, which will at once occur to you, 
and I will not, therefore, trouble you with an enumeration of them. The establishment of schools among 
the Indians is a subject of great importance in effecting their civilization, and it has been too much neg­
lected. There ought to be good schools, and a large number of them, established among all the different 
Indian tribes. The only way of working a permanent and effectual civilization among them is to educate 
them when young. The good effect of schools has been experienced with the Cherokees and Choctaws, 
among whom there are many intelligent men. 

I have not entered much into the detail of this plan, and it may require changes and alterations; such 
as it is, however, and with the faint hope of being of some service to the public, I have submitted it to 
your perusal. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 
G. P. KINGSBURY. 

Hon. LEWIS F. LINN, Washington. 

FoRT LEAVENWORTH, June 2'l, 183'1. 
GENTLEMEN: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication, dated Fulton, June 

3, 1837, addressed to General A. S. Hughes and myself. 
You wish to know my opinion as to the military force necessary for the protection of our western and 

southwestern frontier. This is a subject in which I feel interested, and have for several years back; and 
I am rejoiced to see that you, gentlemen, are about to lay your strong congressional hands, witbot~t gloves, 
on this all-important matter. I wiil therefore proceed, without delay, to give you some of my views 
~~~toa - • 

I am of the opinion that six· thousand troops are necessary to give the protection you allude to. The 
State of Missouri is, as you well know, one of the frontier States; two sides of it are unprotected, except 
by a small force at Fort Leavenworth. '£he government are still sending out tribes of red-skins, and 
locating them on her frontier border; this is well enough, provided the government will give the neces­
sary protection. '£he tribes who emigrate to this country do so contrary to their own free will, and are, 
at heart, the bitter enemies of the white man. 

It is the intention of the government to make and keep peace between the tribes and these wild orig­
inal inhabitants of the country; this is correct, also; indeed, hums1,nity demands it, because they would, 
if permitted to carry on war among themselves, not only cut to pieces and destroy each other, but the 
property of our own citizens would be endangered likewise. It should be well remembered, however, by 
the great and wise men of our nation, that so soon as peace and good will is established between what I 
call the tame and the wild Indians, they will form combinations together, and fall on our helpless frontier 
people, knife and tomahawk in hand; and, when once the fray commences, there is no knowing when or 
where it may end. • 

On the north of our State, and between the Missouri and Mississippi rivers, we have 5,000 or 6,000 
Sacs and Foxes, about 20,000 Sioux, and some 1,400 or 1,500 loways, and it is strongly spoken of that 
we are to have some 6,000 or 'l,000 Pottawatomies and Winnebagoes located along the same line; then, 
on the west, we have near 3,000 tame Kickapoos, Delawares, Shawnees, and other small bands; and we 
have about 1,500 Kansas, 1,600 or 2,000 Ottoes, 2,000 Omahas, 500 Piankeshaws, 2,000 Shawnees, 2,000 
Sioux, 11,00C, or 12,000 Pawnees of the Platte, 1,800 Kiowas, 3,000 Arrapahoes, 5,000 Osages, and then 

.,. some 10,000 Pawnees, Picks, and Comanches, who roam from west of Missouri to south of Arkansas; and, 
besides all these tribes, we have on the Missouri river and back, running along the Rocky mountains, 
some 15,00IJ Blackfeet, 3,000 Crows, and about 2,500 Mandans and Gros Ventres, (or Minatories,) 2,500 
Arickarees, and 10,000 Snakes of the Rocky mountains. Then, further south, along the State of Arkan­
sas, we have Creeks, Cherokees, Choctaws, Seminoles, &c., by the thousand; I am unable to say how 
many; we will suppose 20,000. Remember that all these tribes inhabit the conntt-y between the west 
side of the Mississippi and Red tiver; they are bounded on the west by the Rocky mountains, and on t_he 
east by the States of Missouri and Arkansas. The Missouri river runs through this tract of country, 
dividing it into two nearly equal parts, from east to west, and four-fifths of all the Indians above enu­
merated reside on the Missouri and its waters. The only military force, from the mouth to the head of this 
mighty river, swarming on both sides by thousands, yes, tens of thousands, of blood-thirsty savages, has, 
for the last four years, not exceeded four companies I Yes, 200 men to protect a line of frontier people, 
extended from Prairie du Chien to Fort Gibson, a distance of about 'l00 miles, against all these blood-thirsty 
red-skins; and they, too, goaded on one side by our whiskey merchants and fur-traders, and on the other by 
our trappers in the mountains. Can any man, who bas been a witness to the mischief done by old Black 
Hawk, and 400 or 500 of his followers,-in the course of one· season, surrounded as he was, too, on ail 
sides, by whites and unfriendly Sioux, doubt, for a moment, that our extensive and unprotected western 
frontier is in imll\inent danger, daily and hourly, of being attacked by some or all of these wild, revenge­
ful, active, and daring bloodhounds? 

We ought to have four companies of infantry and two of dragoons stationed at Prairie du Chien or 
St. Peter's; the same number on the Des Moines river, above the Missouri State line; an equal number on 
the Missouri river, near the mouth of Big Platte; the _same at Fort Leavenwo1ih, and on the waters of the 
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Osage, somewhere above Harmony Mission; also, on the Neosho, above the State line, in the Osage country; 
and a like'number at Forts Gibson, Smith, Jesup, and Towson. These troops, strung along in this way, 
would give perfect security to the frontier, from the lakes in the north to Red river in the south. At each 
of the locations mentioned it would require a well-made, compact garrison, to be held by the infantry, 
while the dragoon1:1 should he kept conatantly travelling from post to post, on a good road made for the 
purpose, with the necessary ferries and bridges. There should be a regular mail running on this road, 
going and coming from post to post, bringing news from the Spanish dominions in the south, and from 
the British in the north. The dragoons travelling on this road every day, with strict orders to prevent 
all whiskey smugglers from going into the Indian country, and all Indians from coming into the white 
settlements, would have the effect of putting a stop to a traffic which is the origin of all evil and difficulty 
between the white and red men 

There should be one superintendent of Indian affairs located on this road at some central point; there 
should be one Indian agent stationed within a few miles of each of these military posts. The superin­
tendent and agents should have the sole control of the Indians; and, in order to prevent the demoralizing 
effect that military garrisons generally have on Indians, they should not be allowed to hold any intercourse 
whatever with the troops, except when it becomes necessary for the troops to chastise them. The moment 

• you permit soldiers and Indians to mingle together, that moment the latter lose all fear and respect for 
the former. Indians should never be permitted to enter a military station, except the chiefs, and then 
only when business of importance required it. ',['he United States troops should be held up before the 
Indian tribes, by the government, as the rod of correcti0n; the Indians should be made to understand 
that agents are sent among them to advise them and make the views of the government known to them, 
and to offer peace and protection on certain conditions, and that, when those conditions are wilfully 
violated on their part, the troops will be let loose upon them. 

Give superintendents and agents good salaries, repose confidence in them, clothe them with consider­
able discretionary powers, and then you will find men of honor and capacity seeking these offices; and 
when you are disappointed in your man, appoint another in his stead, and so on until you have all good 
ones. One agent in the vicinity of each frontier military post would be sufficient to transact all our 
affairs with the Indians. All offences or violations of law, of whatever kind, committed in the Indian 
country should be tried by a military court and promptly punished. 

The expediency of organizing an Indian territory at this time, with a view to bring the wild Indians 
under legal restriotions,-is, in my opinion, very doubtful; before this can be done they must be taught to 
work, read and write, and be weaned from the chase. To effect this great change,.you must locate among 
them a number of good, honest, and industrious teachers, farmers, and mechanics, all of good moral 
character, and placed under the exclusive direction of the ~gent, so long as he conducts the affairs of his 
agency properly. At the same time this is going on, the government should hold out inducements calcu­
lated to urge tho Indians on to labor; there should be a store or stock of the best kind of Indian goods 
kept at each agency, to be given out, at cost and carriage, to the Indians individually, or to heads of 
families, in'payment of annuities due them from the United States. They should be made to understand 
that they would find sale for every bushel of corn, pound of beef or pork, they might have to srll to the 
government for supplying the troops at these several military posts. Before the government can exercise 
the necessary control over Indian tribes, some plan must be adopted calculated to lessen the powerful 
influence that large trading companies have over the Indians. These large trading companies break 
down all opposition in trade, get whatever price they may choose to impose upon their goods, and, of 
course, oppose any measure of the government relating to Indians, because every step taken to settle the 
Indians down and civilize them is i~ direct opposition to the interest of the trader; therefore, I say, 
something must be done to weakel). the control the traders have over the minds of the ignorant Indians 
before anything can be done towards bettering their condition. You ask what ought to be done to effect 
this great object? I will tell you. Let the general government take these ignorant savages into its 
own hands, and furnish them with every article of trade at cost and charges; this, of course, would drive 
the traders from among the Indians in a short time, and leave the government alone to control them as 
so many children. Thus, with a line of forts, garrisoned by infantry, along the frontier settlements, from 
north to south, with two companies of dragoons at each, with their horses in good order, ready to pursue 
and chastise, or bring to justice, all violators of law, be they white, red, or black; with a good road, and 
a mail running from post to post, bringing all Indian news from the north and south to the superintendent 
and to the military officer placed in command of the whole line of posts, the frontier would be rendered 
secure. Both superintendent and commanding officer should be located at or near Fort Leavenworth. 
The Indians supplied with teachers, farmers, and mechanics of every necessary kind, and furnished with 
all kinds of necessary articles of merchandise at cost and carriage; the influence of the fur-traders done 
away with, and ardent spirits kept a~ay, I have no hesitation in believing that everything would glide 
along smoothly and peaceably between us and the red-skins, and that, in a few years, many of the Indian 
tribes would become sufficiently civilized to make a beginning at self-government, under some simple 
code of laws, and in course of time become capable of furnishing a representative in the United States 
councils; but, until something of this kind is done, I venture to predict that all the money, time, and 
labor which the government may bestow on these miserable tribes for the next fifty years to come will 
prove unavailjng. 

The government has gone on and crowded these tribes upon our borders without consulting us, 
therefore we are entitled to protection. We should be enabled to lie down at night in our humble huts, 
:m the most extreme frontier, with our wives and white-headed children, in perfect security. 

You have now, gentlemen, the views of one who has been on the frontier for the last twenty-nine 
·ears, acting in various capacities among many different tribes of Indians. Should you deem the rough 
11ggestions here thrown out of any consequence I shall be much gratified, and give you the liberty to 
se them as to you may seem best. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Hon. L. F. LINN. 
~ JNO. DOUGHERTY, Indian Agent. 

Hon. A. G. HARRISON. 
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HEADQUARTERS lsT DEPARTIIENT, Western Division of the Army, Jefferson Barracks, August 22, 183'1. 
GENTLE~IEN: I have bad the honor of receiving your joint letter of the 14th instant, asking my opinion 

of the force necessary for the complete protection of our northern and southwei;tern frontier. Being long 
familiar with the extent of our frontier and the number and character of the border Indians, I can feel no 
hesitation in answering your inquiries, with a strong confidence in my judgment on the subject. In 
speaking of the northwestern and southern frontier, I embrace a line from the upper lakes of the Missis­
sippi, including Grel-n Bay, Forts Winneuago, Crawford, and Snelling, at the falls of St . .Anthony, and 
from the latter post, southwest, to a point on the Missouri river, where the State line will intersect it ; 
thence down on the southwest side of the river, to Fort Leavenworth, thence south to Fort Gibson on the 
Arkansas river, Fort Towson on Red river, and on the same line to Sabine river, and down that stream to 
its mouth. Upon this line, northeast of the Mississippi, reside the Menomonees, Winnebagoes, Chippewas, 
and some small tribes from the 8tate of New York. The Menomonees number about four hundred warriors, 
the Winnebagoes six hundred, the Chippewas two thousand; all restless and warlike tribes, and generally 
well armed with the rifle and northwest smooth-bored gun. The part of the Sicmx on our border reside 
on the Mississippi and St. Peter's rivers, and in the plains bordering our northwestern line. They may be 
estimated at seven hundred to eight hundred warriors, broken into many small bands; they are warlike, 
and armed g·enerally with guns. The Sacs and Foxes reside on the Iowa and Des Moines rivers, midway 
between the .Mississippi and Missouri; they number one thousand two hundred warriors, well armed with 
rifles, mostly; they are proud, imperious, and brave. The Pottawatomies of Chicago reside now on the 
Missouri river, thi1·ty or forty miles above the State line; they have fifteen hundred warriors, they are war­
like, and are armed with guns. The Omahas reside some fifty miles from Council Bluff, on the northwest 
side of the Missouri river; they have five huurlred warriors, armed partly with guns and partly with bows 
and arrows; they were once brave and warlike, but are supposed to have lost some of their high character 
in deeds of arms. The Pawnees of the Platte reside on that rivei•, some seventy miles above its mouth; 
they are accounted two thousand warriors, armed with guns au~ bows and arrows, and are brave and 
warlike. The Otfoes and Missourias, now one band, reside on the Platte, fou'r miles from its mouth; they 
are generally well armed with guns, and are very brave and warlike; they are estimated at two hundred 
warriors. 1'he Sacs and Ioways of the Missouri reside at the mouth of Wolf river, on the southwestern 
bank of Missouri river, and seventy miles above Fort Leavenworth; they number th1·ee ·hundred warriors, 
well armed; next below are the Kickapoos, five miles above Fort Leavenworth, who have two hundred 
warrioni. The Shawnees and Delawares reside on the Kansas river, near its mouth; they number six 
hundred brave warriors, well armed. The Kansas Indians reside some seventy miles up the Kansas river, 
they have four hundred warriors, armed partly with guns and partly with bows and arrows. On the Osage 
and Neosho riwrs are the Pottawatomies ofT ndiana, Senecas, \Veas, Piankeshaws, Peorias, and Kaskaskias 
and Ottawas, estimated in the whole to have three hundred warriors. The Osages on the Neosho and 
Verdigris rivers have eleven hundred warriors, armed with guns and bows and arrows. The Cherokees 
who have emigrated, and reside below Fort Gibson, are estimated at fifteen hundred warriors. The 
Creeks who have emigrated, and reside on the Verdigris and on the Canadian fork of Arkansas, may be 
estimated at eight thousand warriors.' The Choctaws on the Canadian fork and on Red river have three 
thousand five hundred warriors. The Q,uapaws have one hundred and fifty warriors; they reside on the 
Neosho. The Caddoes reside upon the Texas frontier, below Fort Towson, and are numbered at three 
hundred warriors. • 

Remote from our border are the Sioux of the Upper Missouri, estimated variously at from four 
thousand to six thousand warriors. The Rickarees have joined the Mandans and Gros Ventres at their 
villages; the whole number not more than eight hund1·ed warriors. The Chyans, on Chyan river, have six 
hundred warriors. The Crows, on the Big Horn of the Yellowstone, count eight hundrP.d warriors. The 
Assinaboines are estimated at three thousand five hundred warriors, residing north of the Missouri river, 
towards Hudson's bay. The Arapahoes reside on the headwaters of the .Arkansas river. 'rl1e Comanches 
roam from tbe Rocky mountains down upon Red river; they are a numerous and warlike tribe. The 
Pawnee Picks reside among the mountains up Red river. All these tribes live too remote to come down 
upon our border settlements. I have not spoken of the Blackfeet and other mountain tribes, being little 
known and too distant to excite any apprehension. 

I should estimate the Indians on our border, who are situated to depredate upon and annoy our fron­
tier inhabitants along the northwestern line, from the Kansas river to the lakes, at ten thousand seven 
hundred warriors, and south of the Kansas to the Sabi.ne river, at fourteen thousand six hundred and fifty 
warriors, besides the Chickasaws, Cherokees, and Creeks, who have not yet emigrated from Tennessee, 
Georgia, and Alabama. 

l!'or the protection of the lake country, including Green Bay and Fort Winnebago, I should assign one 
infantry regiment of one thousand men. One regiment of infantry of one thousand men and two troops of 
dragoons for the posts on the Upper Mississippi, and one regiment of infantry of one thousand men and 
eight troops of dragoons for the posts on the Missouri river, and an intermediate post on the Osage or 
Neosho river. 

Fur the protection of the Arkansas and Red river frontier, I would assign an infantry regiment of one 
thousand men and six troops of dragoons for the posts on the Arkansas river, one infantry regiment of one 
thousand men and four troops of dragoons for the posts Oil Red river, and one regiment of infantry of one 
thousand men for the posts on Sabine river, from Gaines's Ferry to its mouth. 

The estimate for the posts oil the Arkansas river is rather small, considering the vast accumulation of 
Indians in that quarter. The whole estimate for the posts, from the lakes to the mouth of Sabine river, 
may, however, be considered large, but it should be remembered that the regiments of infantry will hardly 
ever be kept up to eight hundred men, from the circumstance of discharges, desertion; &c. 

Things, since the removal of the Pottawatomies to their own lands, appear tranquil on the frontier. 
There is, however, a war wampum afloat among the border tribes, and in its circulation since last fall has 
grown to an enormous size. I speak from undoubted information, but whether the combination is for 
operations against the whites or the Sioux, is not ascertained; some friendly chiefs have communicated a 
belief that it is against the whites. Under all circumstances, too much attention cannot be paid to the 
defence of the frontier. 

With very great respect, gentlemen, I have the honor to be your most obedient servant, 
H. ATKINSON, Brigadier General United States Army. 

Hon. L. F. LINN, Uniled States Senate. 
Hon. A. G. H,uuusoN, Member of the House of Representatives, Washington City. 
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25TH CoNGREss.l No. 7i<3. r 20 sEssIOY. 

APPLICATION OF SOUTH CAROLINA FOR AN APPROPRIATION ·FOR THE PRESERVATION _ 
OF ~ULLIV AN'S !$LAND AND THE SITE OF FORT MOULTRIE, IN CHARLESTON 
HARBOR, IN TH.AT STATE. 

COl!:IIUNICATED to THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 14, }838. 

The Charleston delegation, to whom was referred the memorial of James G. Holmes relative to the 
preservation of Sullivan's island, respectfully report: 

That they have had the subject under consideration, and find that the constant inroads of the sea 
since the laying of the foundation of Fort Sumter are rapidly wearing· away the" western position of 
Sullivan's island, causing alterations in the channels and tending materially to impair the safety of 
Charleston harbor. They therefore recommend the adoption of the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the government of the United States be, and hereby is, requested and authorized to 
take all necessary measures for the prompt preservation of Sullivan's island a""ainst the inroads of the sea, 
and for the security of Charleston harbor. 

0 

Resolr:ed, That the governor of this State be authorized and requested to open a correspondence with 
the government of the United States on this important subject, and to employ an agent or agents to make 
t~e necessary examinations, furnish the requisite information, and digest a plan to effect the object in 
view. 

Resolved, That our senators and representatives in Congress be requested to use their best exertions 
to carry out these views, and that the governor be requested to transmit to them, and to the authorities at 
Washington, copies of these resolutions. ~ 

Resolved, That the house do ag1·ee 
Ordered to the senate for concurrence. 

By order: 

Resolved, That the senate do concur. 
By order: 

IN THE HousE OF REPRESENTATIVES, December 20, 183'l. 

T. W. GLOVER, Clerk Hous~ of Representatives. 

IN SENATE, December 20, 183'l. 

JACOB WARLEY, Olerlc Senate. 

MEMORIAL OF JAMES G. HOLMES'RELATIVE TO THE PRESERVATION OF SULLCVAN'S ISLAND. 

To the honorable the senate and house of 1·epresentatives of the State of South Carolina: 
The memorial of the undersigned respectfully showeth: • 
That from various causes, to some of which reference is here made, much injtiry has occurred to the 

bar and harbor of Charleston; that so long as the causes continue to operate with their past and present 
force, the injury is rapidly increasing, and that the only check will be the speedy application of means 
here referred to. 

In order to understand fully the views here presented, reference is made to the chart of t~e harbor. 
Schults's Folly is a marsh island, upon which Castle Pinckney is erected. Hog Island channel 

separaJes it from an extensive marsh which spreads in front of the main land between Hibben's and Milton 
Ferries. Before the formation of this channel Schults's Folly was no doubt the termination of the marsh 
referred to, and the united waters of Wando and Cooper rivers passed between that marsh and the city, 
uniting with Ashley river at White Point, off the battery, whence these united streams took a direct course, 
through north channel, across the bar to the ocean. 

This course producing an eddy to the north and another to the south of· the channel, caused the 
deposits of sand which formed Sullivan's isl3:nd and Cummins's Point. 

During the continuance of this state of the currents the channel between the marsh above referred to 
and the city was deep and wide, and was kept open by the rapidity of the stream, and north channel was 
the most important and fixed of all the channels on the bar 

Hog Island channel being once formed, another communication between Cooper river and the bar 
diverted part of the waters, which till then had flowed uninterrupted between the city and the marsh 
referred to. 

By what means this communication was originally formed is not known or now material. It is· 
certain that it has been greatly enlarged by being more direct than the former course, and by the great 
extension of city wharves, which, acting as jettees, throw the waters from the city to the opposite shore, 
in the very direction of this new channel. . 

Within a few years the width and depth of Hog Island channel have been greatly enlarged, and the 
western shores of HMdrell's Point and Sullivan's island most extensively destroyed. 

Recently these effects are more striking, and being contemporaneous with the deposit of stone to form 
a foundation for lt'ort Sumter, leaves an impression, not easily removed, that the foundation of that fort 
has at least accelerated the destruction referred to. 

Should the uninterrupted passage of water by the course thus formed continue, it is greatly feared 
that a few years, if not months, will effect a total change of the currents passing by our wharves; that 
Hog island will become the main channel, and the channel in front of our wharves be obstructed by large 
sand deposits; that the entire western portion of Sullivan's island, including Fort Moultrie, will be swept 
away, thus widening the entrance to our harbor, which must substitute sand-flats for the channels on the 
bar, and leave the harbor and the city exposed to the unchecked violence of destructive storms. 
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Having pointed out the difficulties to be surmounted, let us determine the proper authority and power 
to effect the objects proposed. 

Our State has wisely refused to grant to individuals any portion of Sullivan's island, viewing it 
properly as an essential portion for the ilefence of the harbor and the protection of the channels on the 
bar. The owners of houses on that island are tenants at will of the State, and could claim no compensation 
for damages if all of their property on that island was destroyed, by order of the proper authorities, for 
the purpose of safety and defence. The city of Charleston bas no further control within the harbor than 
in the regulation of vessels within its limits under an express act of the legislature. The quarantine 
laws are to be enforced by the governor when present, and by the city council only in his absence. 

The protection of the harbor from invasion and the construction and regulation of light-houses, 
beacons, and buoys, to guide the mariner on the coast and in passing the bar, 1re all confided to the 
general government, for which purpose express laws of our State were required and have been enacted. 
The sites of not less than three forts have for appropriate purposeR been ceded, under certain restrictions, 
to the general government; and the site of Fort Sumter, occupied without authority, will no doubt be 
likewise ceded, with proper limitations and conditions. • 

The points most material for the improvement of our harbor are those most important to its protection 
and-to navigation-subjects committed to the general government by our own legislative enactments, 
independent of all power claimed by the general government. 

If the passage through Hog Island channel was obstructed, it would materially increase the safe 
defence of our city from an invading navy. Acting upon this opinion, a temporary obstruction by sinking 
vessels in the channel was made during the revolutionary war, although at that time the channel was 
insignificant as compared with its present increased depth and width. 

Sensible of the obligation to protect the property and the objects confided to their care, the general 
government, after the destruction of not less than three forts at the site of Fort Johnson and three at Fort 
Moultrie, have within a few years turned their attention to saving the site of the latter fort, and to the 
construction, upon a stone foundation, of Fort Sumter, as a substitute for Fort Johnson, the site of which 
latter is abandoned, and ought to be reclaimed to the State by the same act which grants the site of the 
former. 

In the fact of the rapid destruction of the western part of Sullivan's island the United States engineers 
add their testimony to our own observation. In the effect to be produced, sl1ould it be entirely destroyed 
or greatly reduced in length from north to south by further encroachments of tbe sea, they fully concur 
with what is said above. 

But without adverting to the causes which originally formed that island and the opposite shore, or 
those which have subsequently produced the rapid changes here referred to, they have limited their 
proposed plans for saving the site of Fort Moultrie to a local application of their means, instead of seeking· 
to restore to their accustomed channels the waters which have been diverted, and which have produced 
the deplorable effects complained of. This course may, perhaps, have arisen from a conviction that, 
without the express authority of the State, the general government would necessarily be limited in their 
plans to the immediate points granted to them, especially aft~r the embarrassment growing out of the 
location of Fort Sumter upon a covered sand-bar, not heretofore deemed within the operation of private 
grants, but which in this instance was seized upon by an individual under a grant, which effectually, for 
the time, stopped the progress of the work. 

The United States have adopted, through the proper officers, an extensive and costly plan for saving 
the site of Fort Moultrie. This is as it should be, since nothing less could effect the object; but it is 
respectfully suggested as less efficient than the plan here proposed, and which, at least, is worthy of full 
examination. Unite Schults's Folly with the marsh from which it has been separated, erect a sufficient 
barrier to the passage of water through Hog Island channel, restore the currents to their former course 
and check them from further change: we may then expect the reformation of the western part of Sullivan's 
island, and the channels on the bar will become fixed and deep, whilst the wharves of the city will be 
preserved more effectually from the operation of storms, and the channel in front remain deep enough. 
'fo effect these objects, it is respectfully suggested that an act be passed granting to the general govern­
ment the necessary powers under proper restrictions; that the governor be authorized to employ a suitable 
agent or agents to make the necessary examinations and furnish the required information, and to prepare 
and digest a plan, which, when approved, shall be transmitted to Congress; and, if deemed requisite, that 
the agent proceed to Washington to enforce bis views by such explanation as may be necessary. 

As we are informed that an application will be made to the. proper authorities at Washington for a 
sufficient appropriation to save the site of Fort Moultrie, as there are pending negotiations in relation to 
the site of Fort Sumter, and as the pilots of the harbor, as well as all others concerned, are now agitating 
this question, it is deemed that a more fit occasion will not be found for effecting the proposed plan. 

2-5rn CoNGREss.] No. 784. [2D SESSION. 

APPLICATION OF MISSOURI FOR THE PAYMENT OF FOUR COMPANIES OF MOUNTED 
VOLUNTEERS EMPLOYED ON THE NORTHWESTERN FRONTIER OF THE ST.A.TE IN 
1836. 

COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 14, 1838. 

Memorial to the Congress of the United States. 

Your memorialists, the general assembly of the State of Missouri, respectfully represent: That in the 
month of July, in the year 1836, there were ordered into service by the governor of this State four com­
panies of mounted volunteers, for the purpose of protecting the northwestern frontier of this State, on 
which murders bad been committed by the Indians. Two of these companies were raised in the county 
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of Ray, and consisted of one hundred men each. One of theRe companies was under the command of 
Captain William C. Pollard, and the other under the command of Captain John Sconce, and these two 
companies were under the command of Colonel Hiram G. Parks, colonel of the 22d regiment of Missouri 
militia. The other two companies were raised in the county of Clay, and consisted of one hundred men 
each; one company commanded by Captain David R. Atchison, the other by Captain Smith Crawford, and 
commanded by Colonel Shubal Allen, colonel of the 33d regiment of Missouri militia. These four compa­
nies repaired to the frontier, where they remained in active service of eighteen days, in the middle of 
summer. All these facts will more fully appear by reference to the returns made to the office of secre­
tary of state of this State, and a copy of which has been heretofore forwarded to Congress and to the 
Secretary of War. We request your honorable body to make provision by law for the payment of these 
companies of volunteers thus ordered into service. No doubt can be entertained that the·governor did 
what was his indispensable duty in ordering these companies into service. Our border was crowded 
with numerous Indian tribes; murder had already been commenced; the whole frontier was in commotion; 
far.ailies were removing daily to the interior, and the scenes of Florida were still acting before us. Under 
these circumstances, it became bis duty to order the militia into immediate service. 

It bas been the policy of the general government to crowd the Indian tribes on our border, a policy 
we do not pretend to repudiate; but we ask that you may extend the arm of protection to guard us 
against evils incident to this policy, and to that end that you may make provision by law to pay these 
volunteers, called into service for that purpose alone. And your memorialists, as in duty, &c. 

FEBRUARY 6, 1837. 

OFFICE OF SECRETARY OF STATE OF Mrnsoum, City of Jefferson, January 4, 1838. 
I, Peter G. Glover, secretary of state of the State of Missouri, do hereby certify that the foregoing 

is truly copied from the printed copies now on file in this office, the original rolls being destroyed. 
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my band and affixed my seal of office this 4th day of 

[L. s.] January, 1838. 
PETER G. GLOVER. 

DEPARTMENT OF WAR, February 6, 1838. 
Sm: I have the honor to return you the memorial of the legislature of Missouri, enclosed in your 

letter of the 29th ultimo, and to transmit you a report on the subject from the paymaster general. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

J. R. POINSETT. 
Hou. A.G. HARRISON, House ef Representative.,;. 

PAYMASTER GENER.,uls OFFICE, February 2, 1838. 
Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the reference to _me for a report of the communication of the 

Hon. A. G. Harrison of the 29th ultimo, with the memorial of the legislature of .Missouri, in relation to 
certain militia called out by the governor in the summer of 1836. 

As the services of these troops were not called for by authority from the War Department, it will be 
nece·ssary that Congress should sanction the payment before it is made ; and, to enable Mr. Harrison to 
state to Congress the amount it will be necessary to appropriate for their payment, I herewith submit an 
estimate. 

N. TOWSON, Paymw;ter General. 
Hon. J. R. POINSETT, Secretary ef War. 

Estimate ef the funds necessary to pay four companies ef militia referred to in the memorial of the legislature 
ef Missouri dated February 6, 1837. 

For eighteen days' pay and allowances of four companies of one hundred men each ......... . 
For eighteen days' pay and allowances for two majors .................................. . 

For traveJiing allowance for five hundred miles, equal to twenty-five days, for the four 
companies. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $12, 420 

For traveJiing allowance for five hundred miles for two majors. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 230 

$8,200 
150 

8,350 

12, 6b0 

'l'otal amount ... : ........... ,,................................................ 21,·ooo 

:N'oTE.-There are no rolls or returns in the Pa~aster General's office to show the number of officers, 
non-commissioned officers, and privates, but the memorial of the legislature that there were four compa•• 
nies of one hundred men each, and that they formed two distinct commands of two companies each under 
the orders of Colonels Parks and Atchison ; that they armed on the frontier and remained in service 
eighteen days. 

It is assumed in the estimate that the companies were mustered and fully officered, and that they are 
entitled to travelling allowance for five hundred miles in going and returning from the frontier. They 
will, however, be paid according to th~ facts and not according to the estimate. 
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The command of two companies does not authorize the payment of field officers of higher rank than 
that of major, and the colonels who are stated in the memorial to have commanded them will only be 
paid as majors, unless it is specifically provided for by Congress. 

N. 'fOWSON, Paymaster General,. 

Estimate of the fund.s necessary to pay four companies of militia, referred to in the memorial, of the legislature 
of jJfissow-i, dated February 6, 1837. 

For 18 days' pay and allowances of 4 companies of 100 men each . . . . . . . . . ............... . 
For 18 days' pay and allowances of 2 majors ............................................ . 

Travelling allowances for 500 miles, equal to 25 days for the 4 companies .. : ...... . 
. Tra,elling· allowance for 500 miles, of the 2 majors ............................. . 

$12,420 
230 

$8,200 
150 

8,350 

--- 12,650 

Amount ................. _ .............. . 21,000 

NoTE.-There are no rolls or returns in the Paymaster General's office to show the number of officers, 
non-commissioned officers, and privates, but the memorial of the legislature, that there were four com­
panies of 100 men each, and that they formed two distinct commands of two companies each under the 
orders of Colonels Parks and Atchisoni that they arrived on the frontier, and remained in active service 
eighteen days. 

It is assumed in the estimate that the companies were mounted and fully officered, and that they are 
entitled to travelling allowance for 500 miles going· to and returning from the frontier. 

They will, however, be paid according to the facts, and not according to the estimate. 
The command of two companies does not authorize the payment of a field officer of higher rank than 

that of major, and the colonels who are stated in the memorial to have commanded them will only be 
paid as majors, unless it is specifically provided for by Congress. 

N. TOWSON, Paymaster General. 
PAYMASTER GENERAL'S OFFICE, E'ebruary 2, 1838. 

PAYMASTER GENERAL'S OFFICE, Februa1·y 2, 1838. 
Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the reference to me for a report of the communication of the 

Hon. A. G. Harrison, of the 29th ultimo, with the memorial of the legislature of Missouri, in relation to 
certain militia called out by the governor in the summer of 1836. 

As the services of these troops were not called for by authority from the War Department, it will be 
necessary that Congress should sanction the payment before it is made; and to enable Mr. Harrison to 
state to Congress the amount it will be necessary to appropriate for their payment, I herewith submit an 
estimate. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
N. TOWSON, Paymaster General. 

Hon. J. R. PornsE1T, Secretary of War. 

25TH CONGRESS.] No. 785. L2n S:i,:ssION. 

APPLICATION OF THE INHABITANTS OF OSWEGO COUNTY, NEW YORK, FOR AN INQUIRY 
INTO THE EXPEDIENCY OF REPAIRING AND ARMING THE MILITARY POSITIONS 
AT OSWEGO. 

COIDIUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 14, 1838. 

To the Senate and House of Represe-matives of the United States in Oongress assembled : 
The memorial of the undersigned, inhabitants of the village and county of Oswego, in the State of 

New York, respectfully represents: 'rhat the village of Oswego, situated upon the northern frontier of the 
United States, at the confluence of the Oswego river and Lake Ontario, is the principal port of ~ntry 
upon that lake, and, from its extraordinary local advantages and rapid growth, justifies the expectation of 
its soon being among the most important commercial and manufacturing towns in the Union. Your 
memorialists represent that the trade of Lake Ontario is now mainly tributary to the port of Oswego, 
and that it is largely participating in the trade of the upper lakes; that more than seven thousand t~ns 
of shipping are now enrolled in the district of Oswego, the enrolled and licensed tonnage of which 
district but four years since was less than fifteen hundred tons; that the duties collected at the port of 
Oswego increased from $1,600 in 1834, to $36,000 in 1835, and to $53,000 in 1836. 

voL. vu--122 e 
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Your memorialists further represent that the United States are engaged in the construction of a mole 
and pier for the improvement of the harbor of Oswego; that large sums of money have been expended 
on account of the same; that great progress is made in the construction of the works, which, when 
completed, in the belief of your memorialists, will not be surpassed by any similar structures in the 
world. This improvement of the harbor of Oswego creates every facility for the prosecution of an 
extensive commerce, and for the accommodation of an immense amount of tonnage. 

Your memorialists further represent that, embracing all the considerations connected therewith, the 
Oswego river furnishes to the village of Oswego the best hydraulic power for manufacturing operations 
existing in the United States. This power is already extensively improved. In the manufacture of flour 
Oswego is surpassed only by the cities of Richmond and Rochester, and great additions are about being 
made to the power employed in the ensuing season. Two extensive cotton manufactories are completed, 
a third about to be commenced, and no reasonable doubt can exist that, with the revival of trade and 
restoration of confidence to the business relations of the country, the commercial and manufacturing 
facilities of Oswego will invite large additional investments of capital. 

_ Your memorialists furtlrer represent that by the Oswego canal and river a navigable communication 
is effected between the great lakes, the Erie canal, the interior lakes of the State of New York, and the 
Hudson river; that by the Oswego canal and river, the great Onondaga- salines, the principal seat of 
salt manufacture in the United States, and the village of Syracuse, in the most prosperous and wealthy 
town in the State of New York, the great interior of the State abounding in the creations of capital 
and the useful arts, and redundant with the labors of agriculture, is, with facility, accessible from Lake 
Ontario in the short space of a few hours. 

Your memorialists further represent that in the immediate vicinity of the vilJage of Oswego, and 
within less than two miles of the lake, the State of New York, at great labor and expense, has constructed 
two great dams upon the Oswego river, upon which the navigation of the Oswego canal and the 
hydraulic power at the village are dependent. Within the same distance, and connected with those 
structures, are five locks upon the Oswego canal. 

Your memorialists respectfully submit that Oswego was one of the northwestern military posts to 
the possession of which Great Britain adhered after the peace of 1783, and the surrender of which was 
not effected until after the treaty of 1794. Until the latter period a strong British garrison was in 
possession of Fort Ontario. The importance of this post in reference to the navigation of Lake Ontario, 
and the convenient access thl'Ough it, the Oswego river, and Oneida lake to the new settlements of 
western New York, could not escape the military eye of the sagacious oflicer at the close of the 
revolution in command of the British North American provinces. Recent events in those provinces 
have awakened the attention of your memorialists to the defenceless state of the northern frontier, and 
especially to the disarmed and exposed situation of the port of Oswego. The reasons which, in the lost 
century, induced the construction of Forts Oswego and Ontario, at the mouth of the Oswego river, would 
not less urgently present themselves to the consideration of the government in case of an interruption 
of the peaceful relations between the United ~tates and Great Britain. The adjacent country, redeemed 
from the wilderness, and teeming with population and all the improvements which_are the offspring of the 
arts of peace, presents temptations to, an enemy immeasurably increased, and facilities for spoliation ' 
and havoc, which half a century since were beyond the limits of human anticipation. The access to the 
interior country, which in former wars was slowly effected in light batteaus, against the current of a 
powerful stream, occasionally interrupted by falls and rapids, is now facilitated by all the applications of 
science and art. Boats of forty or fifty tons burden, in the season of navigation, are constantly plying 
between the ports of New York and Oswego. Your memorialists need not point out to your honorable 
body the expediency of affording protection to an artificial navigation, which, if neglected by us, will 
not be neglected by om enemies; but if by ourselves protected and defended, may be regarded as among 
the most available and snre resources for national defence. 

Your memorialists respectfully suggest to the consideration of Congress that future contests on the 
great lakes will be decided by conflicts between steam vessels of war, and the port of Oswego must 
almost necessarily beco_me the naval station on Lake Ontario. The facilities for transportation between 
this port and the city of New York-the ease with which men, provisions, arms, and munitions of war 
can be here delivered-must confer on this port advantages as a naval station far exceeding those pos­
sessed by any other port on the Ontario frontier. Your memorialists would further observe that the 
British tonnage on Lake Ontario is far greater than that of the United States. The British ascendency 
on Lake Ontario is about tantamount· to our own superiority on Lake Erie. We have but four steam­
boats on Lake Ontario, while the British have about forty, and many of them of the first class. The flags ~ 
of the British steamers float daily in the harbor of Oswego during the season of business. They are, of 
course, the principal carriers on Lake Ontario. 

Immediately opposite to the poi;t of Oswego, at about fifty miles distance, is the city of Kingston, 
the chief British military and naval station in Upper Canada. At this place a considt>rable military force 
is always in garrison. Here is the Ontario termination of the Rideau canal-a military work constructed 
at the expense of the imperial government-navigable by steamboats, and by which a communication is 
effected between the harbors of Montreal and Kingston, without recourse to the navigation of the St. 
Lawrence. The advantages possessed by Great Britain, in the navigation of the Rideau and Welland 
canals, (by .the latter of which vessels carrying one hundred and fifty tons have access to the upper 
lakes,) would be deeply felt by the State of New York and the northwestern States, should a sudden 
interruption occur of the peaceful relations existing between our country and G'reat Britain. When the 
canal works now in active prosecution in the Canadian provinces are completed, large vessels, navigating 
the ocean, may be conveyed from the Atlantic to the lakes. The importance of protecting such a military 
work as the Rid~au canal-a work, in the magnitude of its structure and the style of its execution, far 
transcending any similar work on the American continent-has not been overlooked by the provident 
policy of Great Britain. 'l'he features which present themselves at the Ontario terminations of the 
Oswego and Rideau canals strikingly assimilate. Immense dams and five locks on either canal are in the 
immediate vicinity of Kingston and Oswego. But while the forts at Oswego lie naked and defenceless, 
those at Kingston are among the most extraordinary monuments of British power and of military science. 
The fortifications at Kingston, your memorialists believe, are not surpassed by those of Quebec; and, 
when the great works now in progress are completed, the harbor of Kingston will be as impregnable as 
that of Gibraltar. 
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The above considerations, your memorialists respectfully submit, should induce an inquiry by Con­
gress in relation to the importance of Oswego as a military post, and the expediency of employing some 
portion of the resources of the country in its protection and defence. 

Your memorialists would respectfully remind your honorable body that the capture of Oswego, the 
seizure of vessels then lying in the port, the spoliation of much public and private property, and the for­
cible transportation from their homes of several of our principal citizens as prisoners of war, were among 
the events of the last contest with Great Britain. The post was gallantly defended by the brave Colonel 

•Mitchell, and the attack would have been successfully resisted had the forts been properly garrisoned and 
armed. 

Your memorialists would sincerely lament any change in the pacific relations of our country. They 
would especially deplore a war between the United States and Great Britain as a calamity to the world. 
But they cannot conceal from themselves that recent events have cast their shadows upon future history; 
that they are awakened to the contemplation that peace may not be perpetual, and that their dwelling is 
upon the frontier of a country-a frontier naked and defenceless-and under the eye of a foreign power, 
the most formidable of the nations of the earth. 

Your memorialists respectfully pray an inquiry into the expediency of repairing and arming the 
military positions at Oswego, and for such other order in relation to this memorial as the wisdom of Con­
gress may direct; and your memorialists will ever pray. 

L. Jones. 
E. R. Bunkle. 
Henry Fitzhugh. 
H. J. Hawley. 
S. B. Wells. 
J. Ransom. , 
R. G. Willingt')n. 
George H. McWhorter. 
Joseph Turner. 
William H. Wales. 
Perry Himes. 
A. B. Merriam. 
Julius Bellamy. 
Ira Lamprantz. 
W: L. Merick. 
J. W. Turner. 
F. D. Burns. 
J. L. Lake. 
S. Clarke. 
J. C. Hugunin. 
J. B. Tilden. 
John Howe. 
P. D. Hugunin. 
A. M. Dutten. 
J. Brown. 
Michael Queen. 
A. T. Holmes. 
Emery Matthias. 
Abraham Pruyn. 
A. H. Simmons. 
E. Baker. 
S. G. Throop. 
George C. Bunner. 
John Prendergast. 
Charles P. Walter. 
J. Baldwin. 
D. F. Barlett. 
John Carpenter. 
William Russel1. 
J. Turrill. 
Joseph H. Blood. 
William F. Tanner. 
T. S. Morgan. 
Jesse Bennett, esq. 
Orris Hart. 
James Cochran. 
Thomas Kenon. 
Milton Harman. 
S. Luce. 
Jesse Bennett. 
Wi11iam Curtiss. 
J. S. Shannon. 
J. B. Edwards. 
Sidney Torink. 
William W ayles. 
Thomas McIntosh. 
0. H. P. Hovey. 
J. H. Bagg. 
James McDonald. 
E.G. Hart. 
Dennis Connoly. 

R.H. Platt. 
D. Knapp. 
William S. Fitch. 
Joseph Martin. 
Sardis Allen. 
John Wees. 
John B. Johnson. 
Lyman Ferguson. 
Cheney Ames. 
George Dilworth. 
Samuel H. Titcomb. 
Norman B. Porter. 
Thomas Sullivan. 
J. C. Kollmyer. 
John Prendergast. 
George Hill. 
John W. Smith. 
David Hall. 
Matthias Pennick. 
Job Fons. 
Ab. Fons. 
Luman Carpenter. 
Easton Cook. 
H. Littlefield. 
Orlo Steele. 
Barent Staats. 
Samuel B. Tyler. 
Andrew Glutt. 
John Garron. 
Luther Clark. 
Ossian Clark. 
A. Brooker. 
M. F. Carpenter. 
J.B. Fayette. 
George Ames. 
Charles N. Baker. 
C. H. Salins. 
M. L. Prindle. 
S. B. Gordon. 
Joshua Thompson. 
John Randall. 
William Thompson. 
Richard Smith. 
Samuel Hersey. 
William B. Coffin. 
N.-C. Stafford. 
Thomas Kyme. 
Henry Burn 
William Markruin. 
J. H. Perkins. 
Eliph. Sleett. 
C. M. Wright. 
M. P. Hatch. 
William McKnight. 
Joseph Grant. 
G. W. Woodruff. 
C. H. Morrison, jr. 
Joseph B. Lyon. 
..A.mable Clarck. 
William McCarty. 
0. Donlin. 

Simon Van N amee. 
David Jones. 
William Murray. 
John Garreugh. 
Leroy Platt. 
Abraham Miner. 
.Alexander Lusan. 
Enos Brown. 
Solomon Fons. 
B. C. Turner. 
H. Lothrop. 
J. M. 'l'urner. 
Benjamin S. Platt. 
Morris Lamb. 
H. G. Turner. 
Myron C. Dudley. 
Kosall M. Phillips. 
Russel Wyles. 
Hezekiah Wann. 
William P. Hovey. 
R. L. Robertson. 
0. H.P. Hovey. 
Benjamin Clark. 
0. Ranger. 
Hezekiah Wann. 
B. F. Wilber. 
Horace Kimberly. 
C. L. Bennett. 
Oliver Parker. 
William L. Porter. 
Michael Walsh. 
Thomas Yirety. 
Hugh McGrath. 
Thomas James. 
B. H. Wilber. 
Joel Baker. 
Charles Bridgman. 
J. H. Turner. 
Edmund Curtis. 
David O'Hara. 
Elbert Guyant. 
Eleazar Richardson. 
Henry Sparks. 
Lincoln Battrels. 
Abraham Swart. 
H. M. Harman. 
Joseph H. Bagg. 
Albert Spencer. 
J.B. Hovey. 
T. G. Young. 
M. Hotchkiss. 
R. M. Parker. 
B. Gadfrey. 
J.B. Plumb .. 
J. 0. Dickey._ 
F. A. Stuart. 
Henry Matthews. 
H. Ten. Jones. 
H. H. Coats . 
D. A. l'ai:!{er, 
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25TH CONGRESS. J No. 786. [2D SESSION. 

MEMORIAL OF CITIZENS OF NIAGARA COUNTY, NEW YORK, COMPLAINING OF OUT­
RAGES .A.ND MURDERS OF AMERICAN CITIZENS IN BURNING THE STEAMBOAT CARO_., 
LINE, AT SCHLOSSER, IN THAT COUNTY, BY THE BRITISH .AUTHORITIES OF CANADA, 
AND ASKING REDRESS. 

CO)U!UNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 19, 1838. 

At a large and numerous meeting of the citizens of the county of Niagara, held at the court-house in 
Lockport, on the 29th of January, 1838, on the subject of the murders and aggressions of a British armed 
force at Schlosser, Niagara county, Captain James McKain, of Lockport, was chosen president, and the 
honorable Robert Fleming, of Lewiston, and Linus Spalding, esq., of Hartland, were chosen vice-presi­
dents, and William C. House, Alden S. Baker, Sparrow S. Sage, and Asher Torrence, were chosen secre­
taries. Edward I. Chase, from the committee to draught a memorial, reported the following, which was 
unanimously adopted: -

MEMORIAL. 

To the President, Senate, and House qf Representatives qf the United States: 
The inhabitants of the county of Niagara, in the State of New Yo1k, would respectfully call upon 

our national Executive and upon Congress to adopt such measures in relation to the late outrage on the 
part of British authorities, in burning the steamboat Caroline, and murdering our citizens at Schlosser, 
as become a great nation, jealous of her honor and of the safety and rights of her citizens. 

We would not now address you on the subject, but would patiently and confidently wait your action, 
were it not that the Canadian authorities attempted to ~connect that outrage with the operations of 
McKenzie, on Navy island; and, misrepresenting the conduct of American citizens, have avowed and 
approved of that most gross violation of our laws, and of our rights as a friendly and neutral nation, and 
that, in consequence of some expressions which fell from honorable members of the Senate and House of 
Representatives when the subject was brought before them, we are feaiful that through some means the 
criminals should escape a trial under the laws of our State, and the blood of our citizens, and the insult 
offered to our territory and flag, go unrevenged. 

Though we cannot conceive how the assembling of the handful of men on Navy island can by possi­
bility be used either in justification or palljation of the attack on the Caroline, still, as the Canadian 
authorities have made that a pretext to justify their conduct, and for that purpose have procured and 
published a number of false affidavits and false letters froll} "honorable officers of the royal navy," and as 
some members of Congress (no doubt through misinformation) seem to· view the matter in a somewhat 
similar'lignt, we think it proper to give a short statement of facts in relation to that assemblage; and, 
in doing so, the committee who draught this resolution will confine themselves to what is well known in this 
vicinity to be true. 

After the unsuccessful attempt of McKenzie upon Toronto, he and many other Canadians fled to this 
country to avoid prosecutions for political offences. Not having as yet given up aU hopes of success, 
they sought and obtained aid from the citizens of Buffalo; and assembling what men they could, with a 
few arms, a small quantity of provisions, and little or no ammunition, they, on the 15th of December last, 
located themselves on Navy island, which was unoccupied except by one farmer; hoping to make that a 
raUying point for the disaffected Canadians, and, at the same time, to create a diversion of the royalist 
forces in favor of Dr. Duncombe, who was then in force in the London district. Their numbers, the first 
night, were only 16 or 18 men, most of whom were Canadians, and even up to the time of the burning of 
the Caroline they had only about 300. When McKenzie first occupied the island the royalists bad several 
hundred men under arms along the Niagara river, and in less than two weeks were able to, and diEl, 
concentrate a force at Chippewa, opposite the island, of 2,000 or 3,000 men, together with a large number 
of boats. When you consider that the island is nearly level, with the highest banks only about ten feet, 
and was three or four miles in circumference, you may well suppose that the commander, R. Van Rens­
selaer, bad but few men to spare from duty to erect defences. In fact, up to the burning of the Caroline, 
they had erected none; and they relied for their safety (and it was no vain reliance) entirely upon the 
fears of the loyalists, and not upon the assistance of the citizens of the United States. 

We have given this statement to show that the many exaggerated accounts of recruiting in this 
State are without foundation, and to show that even if the Caroline had offended against the laws of 
11ations, there was no necessity of resorting to the desperate remedy of invading our territory, much less 
of murdering our sleeping and unarmed citizens. 

We would not pretend to deny that there was a strong feeling manifested in this part of the State 
in favor of the Canadian "rebels," who seemed to be placed in a position similar to our brave forefathers 
when the same epithet was appl1ed to them. Nor is it strange that some of our citizens-recollecting the 
aid renuered by Lafayette, De Kalb, and Steuben, in our struggle for national independence; of Lords 
Byron and Cochran, to the Greeks; and by a gallant officer of our own navy, to the Mexican republic; 
and recollecting, too, that these men lost neither standing nor rank in their own country in consequence 
of such foreign service-should have gone to Navy island, and there enlisted under the patriot banner. 
Nor is it strange that with such examples they were slow to believe that they were acting against Jaw. 
And we respectfully insist there was in such conduct nothing against any law of nations; nor can 
Britain, who permitted vessels of war to be fitted out in her ports and men to be enlisted to aid Don Pedro in 
his invasion of Portugal, consistently complain. 

On the 29th day of December last the steamboat Caroline, belonging to a citizen of Buffalo, came 
from that place, and, touching at the island, went to Schlosser. During that day she passed several 
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times between the island and Schlosser, carrying passengers and freight either way, as a matter of private 
speculation. She sailed under the American flag, and was regularly cleared, as we understand, by the 
owner, Mr. Wells, at the custom-house in Buffalo. In this she was not, as we cpnceive, acting contrary to 
the laws of nations. She did, without doubt, carry some articles contraband of war. For this she was 
liable to be seized by the British authorities at any time before she came to our shores, and ibis, we 
conceive, was the extent of her liabilities. On the night of the 29th of December, 1837, while relying 
upon the protection of neutral territory and our nation's flag, and without arms, she was captured and 
burned, and a large proportion of those on board of her basely assassinated. Long before this the circum­
stances immediately connected with the outrage have been fully made known to you, and Canadian 
falsehood sufficiently refuted. We would only say that Schlosser is in plain sight of Chippewa; that the 
ferry immediately below was open, and persons constantly passing between Schlosser and the British 
army at Chippewa; and that it is next to impossible that the British officers could have been ignorant of 
the situation of the boat, of her being unarmed, and of her wearing American colors. 

But what makes the outrage appear base beyond expression is, that while in Canada, the throne, the 
parliament, and the army, were teeming with abuse of America, her cifo.ens and institutions; while our 
people, who had occasion to cross into that province, were insulted and imprisoned; while our boats in 
Canadian ports were detained, and some actually pressed into the service of the Queen; while the Canadian 
guard from Fort George to Chippewa were firing at citizens on this side of the river, our general and 
State governments were doing all they could to prese1·ve our friendly rel~tions with Great Britain, and 
orders were actually issued at Washington which have since resulted in disbanding the forces on Navy 
island. So far from our government being lacking in he1· duty to Britain, our public officers have, we 
believe, in some instances, overstepped the bounds of law and usurped authority in order to interfere in 
favor of the loyalists against the patriots. 

Since the burning of the Caroline the grand jury of our county have been in session, and, as they were 
bound to do by their oaths, they inquired into the transaction, and found bills of indictment against all 
they could then ascertain were engaged in the murderous aftair. We hav1:; no doubt but that before 
this the governor of this State has made requisition upon the governor of Canada for the surrender of the 
murderers. But we can hardly believe that since the Canadian governor has avowed and approved of 
the assassinations he will comply with the requisition. 

What, in such an event, is to be d-one? Must we submit to the wrong and insult, or, what is nearly 
the same thing, go through a long course of negotiation, which shall end like the impressment and northern 
boundary questions, in being questions still lost in the intricacy of diplomacy? If so, let our government 
no longer use the proud motto of asking nothing but what is right, and submitting to nothing that is 
wrong. Or will the British government, with strong professions of friendship, offer to settle annuities on 
the surviving friends of their victims, and thus endeavor to pay for the blood of our citizens in gold? It 
has already gone forth that we love money better than honor, and British subjects have been most instru­
mental in giving currency to the slander. We hope that no temporising policy in relation to the blood 
spilt at Schlosser will hereafter be cited in proof of our national cupidity. 

We, the people of the county of Niagara, whose territory and laws have been violated, and whose 
courts have been set at defiance, as a portion of a great nation which ought not to see its least citizen 
injured without full and ample atonement, call upon you to adopt such measures as will surrender the 
Schlosser assassins to our tribunals of justice; or, failing in this, to treat that government as an enemy, 
which, by protecting the criminal, shall adopt the crime. '!'his we believe is the only course by which the 
federal government can retain that respect of the people· which it has hitherto had, and which is the 
strongest chain in our confederacy. 

Since draug·hting the foregoing, the committee have seen the communication of the governor of Upper 
Canada to the British minister at '-N ashington. This communication is erroneous in most of its material 
statements in relation to the outrage. To notice and refute all the error$.. contained in bis ex:cellency's 
letter would occupy too much space for a memorial, yet the committee cannot forbear noticing that part 
of it which states "that in the inn at Schlosser there was a guard of armed men belonging to the forces 
on the island, or acting in their support to guard the Caroline;" that" on the boat there was a party of 
armed men and a sentinel to demand the countersign;" that " the boy ( who was taken prisoner) was afraid 
to land from the boats in consequence of the firing kept up from the shore by the guard;" and that " the 
tavern was occupied by the island forces as their headquarters on the main land." In all these matters 
it is notorious that the governor of Canada is entirely wrong. If there is anything which should add to 
the indignation already felt by the American people at the outrage, it is this continual effort to conceal 
the truth by false statements; and we hope that Congress will not, by Canadian falsehood, be deterred 
from promptly and effectually vindicating our rights. 

And your memorialists will ever pray. 

WILLIA.'\! C. HousE, 
ALDEN s. BAKER, 
s. s. SAGE, 
A. TORRENCE, 

Secretaries. 

JAMES McKAIN, President. 
ROBERT FLEMING, 
L. SPALDING, 

Vice-Presidents. 
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25TH CONGRESS.] No. 787 f 2o SESSION. 

ON AN APPLICATION FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A NATIONAL ARMORY AND 
FOUNDERY AT THE GRAND RAPIDS, OR FALLS OF THE WABASH RIVER, IN 
INDIANA AND ILLINOIS. 

COMillJNIOATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 20, 1838. 

Mr. T1noN, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the memorial of Thomas S. 
Hinde and Jacob Lesher, of Illinois, and other memorials, praying Congress to establish an armory 
in the west, a foundery, &c , reported: 

That the memorialists represent themselves as being in possession of great water privileges at the 
Grand Rapids, or falls of the Wabash river, which, they state, are about to be improved by the States 
of Indiana and Illinois, and that such improvement will afford the most abu!].q.ant supply of water power; 
and they offer to convey to the general government, on advantageous terms, the rights which they 
possess in said water power, and such sites as may be required for public works, with the view of 
establishing at that place a national armory. 

Various propositions of a similar nature have been made from several of the western and southwestern 
States, and sites have been offered at Pittsburg and Beaver, in Pennsylvania, Zanesville, Ohio, Licking 
river, Kentucky, Harpeth, Tennessee, falls of the Wabash, at Logansport, Indiana, Grand Rapids of Rock 
river, Illinois, as well as at places favorably situated in Illinois, Missouri, and Alabama, for the establish­
ment of such an armory; but the committee cannot undertake to decide upon the relative merits and 
advantages of these several points, because, to justify such an undertaking, they should be in possession 
of the most minute and disinterested information concerning the general and local advantages of each 
point which they do not possess; nor do they believe it would be expedient to designate by law at what 
particular point such an armory should be established, until an examination be made by a competent 
military and scientific commission, whose views would be wholly national, and uninfluenced by sectional 
predilections or aversions, and who would make such location as, under every aspect of the case, would 
be most productive of the general good and conducive to the general defence of the country. To the 
executive branch of the government, or rather to the military arm, would, in the opinion of the committee, 
belong the duty and the responsibility of making a selection that would combine the most national 
advantages in a military point of view; and, under the influence of this impression, the committee ask to 
be relieved from the further consideration of the memorials, having reported a bill embracing, among 
other objects, a provision for the establishment of an armory in the west, under the direction of the 
President of the United States. 

2fiTH CONGRESS.] No. 788. [2D SESSION. 

ON THE SELECTION OF A SITE FOR THE ERECTION OF A FORT ON THE WESTERN 
FRONTIER OF ARKA:NSAS. 

COMMUNITATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 21, 1838. 

DEPARTMENT OF WAR, February 20, 1838. 

Sm: By a resolution of the Senate of the 'lth instant this department is required to inform that body 
"if any site for a fort has yet been selected on or near th~ western frontier line of Arkansas, as was 
provided for by a late act of Congress; and if so, whether the title to the land has been secured or con­
tracted for; and in that event, whether an appropriation to pay for the site has been asked for; and if not, 
why it has not been done." ~ 

As soon after taking charge of this department as was in my power, I gave my attention to the act 
of Congress alluded to, and to the measures which had been adopted by my predecessors to carry it into 
effect; but not finding that the information necessary to enable the department to make a judicious 
selection had been obtained, I gii,ve directions for the appointment of suitable individuals of the army 
for the purpose of making a thorough examination of the section of country contemplated by the act, as 
that to which Fort Gibson was to be removed. The results of this examination will be found in the 
accompanying copy of the report of those gentlemen, marked A. 

By this report it will be seen that it will be impossible, if the act providing for the removal of Fort 
Gibson be literally complied with, at the same time to afford adequate protection to the citizens of Arkansas, 
to prevent internal dissension among the different Indian tribes of that region, and between each other, 
and to secure them from the intrusions of white persons, and in the enjoyment of the rights solemnly 
guaranteed to them in the treaties now in force between them and the United States. It is further mani­
fest from the report that these important objects can be accomplished only by continuing Fort Gibson at 
its present site, or, at least, at some point near to it, and by the erection of another post on or near the 
.Arkansas line. Convinced of the soundness of these views of-1_the report, I deemed it my duty to require 
the same commissioners to proceed upon the supposition that Fort Gibson would not be removed far from 
its present position, and select the best location within or near the Arkansas line for the establishment 
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of a post for the protection of the people of the State. Their report of their proceedings in the execution 
of this duty, a copy of which, marked B, I have the honor herewith to transmit, has but recently been 
received. 

Believing that Congress would sanction the course thus pursued by the department, no selection has 
yet been made of such a site as that contemplated by the act referred to; and hence the reason that no 
appropriation has been asked for for its purchase. 

For such a post near the Arkansas line, as will afford proper protection to the people of that State, 
there are two sites possessing nearly equal advantages; these are, that at Fort Smith and that at the mouth 
of tee's creek, both of which are designated and particularly spoken of in the last report of the commis­
sioners mentioned above. Should either of these sites be selected, it would seem proper, for the reasons 
contained in the accompanying copies of letters from General Arbuckle, marked C and D, that a con­
siderable tract of the adjacent land should be secured. For this purpose the department bas no funds at 
its control, as it would not feel authorized to use the money appropriated by the act in question for the 
purchase of either of these tracts. 

The enclosed copies of documents, marked E and F, relate to the terms on which the land alluded 
to can be procured. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 

Hon. R. M. JOHNSON, President of the Senate. 

A No.1. 

The Pheasant bluff is on the south side of the Arkansas river, about twelve miles below Webber's 
falls, and about six miles below the mouth of the Canadian. The river runs for some miles, both above 
and below the bluff, on a course very nearly from east to west. The summit of the bluff is between 
eighty and ninety feet above low-water mark, as nearly as could be ascertained by imperfect instruments; 
the country gradually rises higher for some miles as it extends back. 

At the most eligible point for a fort the timber·extends about half a mile back from the river to the 
prairie, and a short distance both above and below the site it expands to a much greater width, and 
extends both ways to a distance unknown. The timber in the immediate vicinity of the site is for the 
most part black and post oak, with some black jack; the older trees are short and of an unthrifty 
appearance, being not more than one and two feet in diameter. The same space, however, is filled in with 
a younger growth of timber of the.same kind, which would measure from six to twelve inches in diameter, 
and is of a vf'ry thrifty and luxuriant growth. 

About six hundred yards below the site commences the river bottom or lowlands, which quickly 
expand to the width of about a mile, and are mauy miles in length. Of this space, about one-fourth of a 
mile in width, bordering on the river, is washed by the annual floods. The surface is clean, and clear of 
pools of standing or stagnant water. The timber on this space is, for the most part, large cottonwood, 
sycamore, ash, hackberry, box elder, &c., and the undergrowth principally poppan. 'l'he remaining 
portion of the river bottom is several feet higher than that just mentioned. The undergrowth is cane, 
briers, poppan, &c., and the timber consists of black or red oak, cup oak, black walnut, ash, picon, back­
berry, &c. This timber is, for the most part, of a very large size, and is well calculated for being made 
into shingles or building materials of any kind, for which large timber of that kind is required. From 
the outer edge of this bottom the land becomes high and gently rolling, and is covered with black and 
post oak timber to the prairie, distant about three-fourths of a mile; the trees on that part of it most 
contiguous to the bottom are of a very lofty growth, and are well calculated for being made into house 
logs, which, being combined with the timber in the river bottom, gives an abundant supply of the best 
materials for building that the country affords. There is no pine or poplar within many miles of the place, 
and, in fact, poplar is not to be found in any part of the .Arkansas country. 

About half a mile from the river, at the point selected, commences a prairie which extends to the 
south, or directly out from the river, about eight miles, and its length parallel to the river is much greater. 
It is high and dry, and being generally rolling, the water that falls on it in time of hu.rd·rains is carried 
off in small rills, insomuch that there are no flat places in it on which water stands, as is often the case 
in flat and level prairies. The grass of this prairie is luxuriant and well calculated for hay. It is contended 
by some that prairie land produces causes of disease; that, however, is entirely owing to the kind of 
prairie; high, dry prairies are healthy, while flat, wet prairies are more unhealthy than wet land is under 
timber, the action of the sun on it being greater. 

The surface for some distance around the site is gradually rolling, insomuch that the rain which falls 
on it is ca1-ried quickly off to the river. About a fourth of a mile above the site a large creek empties 
into the river, which has its source in the prairie, the water of which is clear, and pleasant to the taste, 
and is used at present by the inhabitants for drinking, washing, &c., the wells on the bluff, which are not 
more than six or eight feet deep, having gone dry. The reason of those wells not being deeper is, that 
the pi;ople who dug them, not being prepared with the necessary instruments for blasting stone, could 
not sink them any lower than to the stones. There are no lasting springs of water at or near the bluff, 
but the prospect of procuring water by sinking wells is as fair as it could be in any portion of the country 
which is as high as that is. It is probable that good water could be procured within forty or fifty feet of 
the surface, or, at furthest, eighty feet. The red sandstone, of a quality and form well suited for 
building, is to be found in great abundance within less than a fourth of a mile of the site. This stone is 
to be found both in detached pieces and in quarries, consisting of regular layers, of a suitable thickness 
for a building material. There is no limestone within some miles of the bluff; stone coal of a good quality 
has been found near the site, and strong indications of it are to be seen on the surface in a number of 
places upon the bluff. 

It has been stated above that the country on the south side of the Arkansas river, around the Pheasant 
bluff, except the river bottom, is high and dry for many miles in extent; and the river bottom is not more 
wet than is usual on all parts of the river. On the outer margin of the bottom, about two miles below 
the site, is a flat space of some extent, on which wat~r stands during the winter and i:ipring months; but 
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it is too remote for its deleterious effects to reach the bluff, particulariy as it is on an eastwardly direction 
from the site, and the prevailing winds of the summer being from the south. The bottom on the north 
side of the river opposite the bluff is said_ to be about one and a half mile in width, and from the best 
information that we could collect, it is for the most part dry, having in it but few pools of water. The 
undergrowth is principally cane and briers. 

"\Ve found a few of the persons residing on the bluff slightly sick with intermittent fevers, but the 
number appeared to be proportionally small, when compared with most of the other parts of the country. 

The want of good water is an objection to the Pheasant bluff as a military site, but that objection 
would rest against almost any other point that could be selected within the space contemplated in •the 
"instructions." We do, therefore, believe, after taking into consideration everything in relation to its 
locality, that the Pheasant bluff is a good site for a large fort. 

The following named persons, with Choctaw families, reside on the Pheasant bluff, and within the 
distance of a half mile of the site selected : 

Captain Nathaniel Fulsom has a house fifteen feet square, and two small outbuildings, and has 
twenty acres of land under fence. 

The widow Fulsom has two acres of land under fence, and has one small house. She is preparing 
to move off. 

John Walker (a white man) has one log house, 18 feet by 20, with several other small outhouses, and 
has forty acres under fence. He is about a half mile from the site. 

The widow Coleman has two small houses and a kitchen, and has about ten acres of land under fence. 
Her house is within one hundred yards of the site. 

Charles Jones has one house, twelve feet square, and a small kitchen, and has four acres ofland under 
fence. . 

-A-pres-an-tubbee has a house, and four acres of cleared land. 
John Riddle has one small house and kitchen, and has fifteen acres under fenc<'. His house is about 

a half mile from the site. • 
Robert M. Jones bas immediately on the site a double cabin, built of hewed logs, a small kitchen, and 

about one acre under fence. His house is occupied as a store. 

ANo.2. 

l!'ort Coffee is situated on the south side of the Arkansas river, which, fo1· three miles above the fort, 
is straight, and runs from the southwest. On striking the bluff: or high point of land on which the fort 
stands, it turns and runs nearly north for a mile, bringing the fort directly east of it at. that reach. About 
a mile north of the fort the river strikes a high rock bluff on the north side, and then bends off to the 
eastward, and runs several miles on that course. The fort is situated on a high promontory, which appears 
to make into the river, from there being a large circular cove or gulf in the river, immedi 1tely above it, 
and where the force of the current strikes the rock bluff. The first fifty-eight feet of this bluff, above low­
water mark, is a perpendicular rock. The surface then rises, on a gradual slope, to the summit of the hill, on 
which the fort stands, which is four hundred and thirty feet from the extreme point of the bluff, and is one 
hundred and eight feet above low-water mark. The point of land on which the fort stands is narrow, as 
will be shown by the accompanying sketch. About six or seven hundred feet back from the extreme point 
of the rocks the highlands expand into a country which is gently rolling, and for the distance of near 
three-fourths of a mile out from the river is covered with a good timber, consisting of post oak, black 
oak, red elm, hickory, and black walnut. This description of timber extends over all of the highland for 
near a half mile around the fort, when the elm and walnut stop, and the other description of trees above 
mentioned extends for a great distance both above and below . 

.A.bout three hundred yards above the fort the river bottom commences and gradually expands to the 
width of a half mile, and soon afterwards to the width of a mile and a half. The first two hundred yards 
of this bottom, bordering on the river, are washed for several miles up the river by the annual floods. 
'!'his space is clean and dry, being free from standing or stagnant pools of water, and in many parts of 
it the soil is sandy. The timber on this space is cottonwood, hackberry, and box elder, with little or no 
undergrowth. From this space back to the highlands the undergrowth is a heavy cane, interwoven with 
vines and briers. The timber consists of large cottonwood•trees, black or red oak, cup oak, ash, walnut, 
picon, hackberry, elm, &c. 

On the lower or north side of the fort, and about one hundred yards from it, the river bottom or 
lowlands commences in a very narrow point and gradually expands to the width of a mile. This bottom 
is, for the most part, high and dry, and is coyered for the distance of a mile down the river with the 
heaviest kind of cane, and but a very slight portion of this bottom, for miles down the river, is even 
touched by the annual rise, and the soil is extremely rich. The timber in this bottom, for many mileR 
down, consists of the black or red oak, cup oak, ash, walnut, hackberry, picon, box elder, &c. 

The timber in both the bottoms above mentioned is, for the most part, of a very large size, and is 
well calculated for being made foto shingles and every other dt"scription of building materials, for which 
large timber of the kind is required. The timber on the highlands is, for the most part, of a tall growth 
for timber of its kind, and is well calculated fur house logs. It may be well to mention in this place that 
the most valuable timber of those two bottoms, as is usual to the Arkansas bottoms, does not stand 
thickly on the surface, but is rather scattering. The timber on the highland stands thick. Much of the 
timber immediately around the fort has been used, but there yet remains an ample supply of good timber 
for all necessary purposes of a military establishment. 

It is therefore believed that the timber in the vicinity of the fort furnishes as suitable materials for 
constructing wooden buildings as is usual for any portion of this country to afford. There is no pine 
within several miles of the fort. Near three-fourths of a mile from the river, at the fort, commences a 
handsome prairie, which is about one mile wide and is upwards of two miles in length. 'l'his prait·ie is 
gradually rolling, and the rain that falls upon it is carried quickly off, leaving the surface high and dry, 
and it affords au abundant supply of excellent grass for hay. 

There are no springs of water near the fort, but good water can be procured by sinking wells to the 
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depth of eighty or ninety feet. The water which is now used is principally taken from a well about four 
hundred yards distant from the fort, which was sunk hastily in the summer of 1834, which is twenty feet 
deep. Another well has since been commenced on the hill, but is not yet finished, and, under present 
circumstances, will not be, at. least for some time. It is fifty feet deep, and furnishes the post with drinking 
water of an excellent quality. 

The red sandstone can be procured in a considerable quantity within one and two hundred yards of 
the fort, and about a fourth of a mile from it there is a tolerably extensive quarry of good stone, and 
within the distance of about a half mile is an inexhaustible quarry of the same kind of stone, which is 
of a good shape and quality for building. 

There is no limestone to be found on the surface for several miles from the fort. 
. There arc strong indications of stone coal to be seen in several places near the fort, but none has 
- been found within less than three or four miles. 

On the opposite side of the river, and about a mile below this point, commences the river bottom, 
which extends about two miles above the fort. It is about a mile wide, and is, with a slight exception, 
high and dry, and is covered with cane and large timber of a good quality. There is one small lake or 
pond in it, but it is so distant as not to affect the healthiness of the fort. 

The bottoms on the side of the river on which the fort stands are also free from stagnant water for 
the distance of two or three miles. 

The highland is gently rolling, and the water from rains is carried quickly oft' in small rills to the 
river, leaving the surface dry, insomuch that there is no apparent cause for producing sickness. 

Since the establishment of this post in the summer of 18U three men have died of the prevailing 
diseases of the country. One of them died in the summer of 1835, one in the summer of 1836, and the 
other in the beginning of the present month. They were all recruits, and had not become acclimated. 
There is at this time one man in the hospital slightly sick of fever, and three or four others have been 
sick during the present season. This post has thus far been considered more healthy than any other point 
on the river, or in any part of the surrounding country. 

The undersigned, after taking into consideration everything in relation to this post, are of the opinion 
that it is a good site for a large fort, provided it be constructed in a form to suit the ground; but if 
that should not be done, there is a much more extensive and level spot of land situated about five hundred 
yards from the river and directly back of the fort, which is sufficiently extensive to admit of the con­
struction of a fort upon it of a very large size and of any form that may be desired, as will be seen from 
the enclosed sketch. 

John Jones and Anderson Perry, Choctaws, have jointly three smaII housel:l, and have about twenty 
acres of land under fence. Charles, a colored man, has also, adjoining the same, a small house and about 
three acres under fence. AIi of the above named arc within three-fourths of a mile of the fort, and there 
are no other settlers within four miles of the post. 

ANo.3. 

Fort Smith is situated on the south side of the Arkansas river, and is immediately below the mouth 
of the Poteau. The river at this point runs north ten degrees east for several miles. The ground which 
is the best calculated for a military site is about fifty or sixty feet above low-water mark. 1'here is from 
this point a handsome view of the river, and the site, in a military point of view, is naturally good. The 
highland around Fort Smith, as weII as the river bottom, contains pools of standing water. The best 
timber, for miles around the place, has been cut. Stone can be procured in the river banks by blasting. 

'!'his point, we presume, is too well known to the department to require a minute description. The 
Poteau, for several miles up it, during the summer months, has a stiII, sluggish current, and resembles a 
larg·e mill-pond, and is very much of that character. 

A No. 4. 

1'he :Mazzard bluff is on the south side of the Arkansas river. It is about thirty-five feet above low­
water mark, but graduaIIy ascends, within the distance of one hundred yards, to the height of about fifty 
or seventy feet, at which point is the most eligible position for a fort. It overlooks the river for many 
miles up and for some distance down. 

The timber around the site is post oak, and red and black oak, the latter being much the most abun­
dant, and of a very tall and luxuriant growth, and is well calculated for house logs. The post oak on the 
same space is· also tall and of a good size for building 

About two hundred yards above the site commences the river bottom, in a narrow point, which 
graduaily expands to the width of about a mile, the lower part of which is usually passed over by the 
annual floods, and was covered by the flood of 1833 to the depth of twenty feet. A smaII creek empties 
into the river the lower part of the bottom. vVe went about half a mile into the swamp, and for that dis­
tance we found the timber to be principalJy cottonwood, intermixed with maple, box elder, hackberry, &c., 
aud no unde1·growth. ,;v,e were told by our guide that a short distance further than we went into the 
bottom commenced a heavy growth of cane, and that the .black and cup oak of a large size were to be 
found dispersed thinly over the bottom. 

About a mile below the site the river bottom commences, and extends many miles down. The timber 
in this bottom is said to be of the same kind as that in the upper bottom, with ash, walnut, &c. 

Near the site commences a post oak flat, which extends on a southwest course to the distance of 
about a half mile; that flat contains many hills or lumps, which are from one to three feet high, and are 
from twenty feet to fifty yards across the base, and all the remaining space is flat, and covered with water 

• in the winter and spl'ing months. A portion of this flat even retains water during the greater portion of 
the summer. On those flat places there is little or no vegetation growing, except a short plant resembling 

\'OJ.. VII-· 123 e 
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a g1·ound moss, which covers much of the wet space. This description of land extends around the site 
from south to northwest. 

That portion of the country being around the site from south to 'northeast is g·ently rolling, and the 
water being carried off in small rills, leaves that part of the country dry, anq entirely free from standing 
water, back to a creek, which is about half a mile distant, which passes around the site in a circular for-m, 
from southwest to east, where it empties into the river, within a fourth of a mile of the site. This creek 
for a fourth of a mile has soft muddy banks, and is filled with still water from the river at every rise for 
the distance of a mile or a mile and a half up it; and while in this state it resembles an extensive mill• 
pond, and is precisely of that character. 
• The ground immediately around the site slopes towards the river, and there are several small rills 
which take off the water that falls on the surface during heavy rains. 

The bayou, which circles around the northeast corner of the tract of land on which the site is, has a 
wide flat on each side of it, on which water stands during the spring and early part of the summer. This 
space is covered with the water oak, ash, hackberry, and other timber of a small size common to wet 
places, and the undergrowth is thorns, briers, &c. Pine can be procured within seven miles of this bluff. 

'l'he red sandstone can be procured in the river banks, and in a quarry about a fourth of a mile east 
of the site. 

Stone coal has been found in great abundance about half a mile east of the site, on what is supposed 
to be public land. 

There is a small spring of water two hundred yards west of the site, which is said to run during the 
greatest droughts. The stream is small, and rises in a low piece of ground near the river. This spring 
does not produce a sufficiency of water to supply a military post, but good water can be procured by 
digging wells. 

The timber extends about three-fourths of a mile to the southwest, where it comes to the pra_irie. 
The timber near the river commenced its growth about seventy years ago, and has since progressed 

to a width diverging above and below the site.to a considerable extent. 
The prairie nearest to the site commences within three-fourths of a mile of it, and extends several 

miles on a course from southwest to northeast, and affords a tolerable grass for hay. That part nearest 
to the site is low and boggy, but does not contain pools of water . 

. The bottom on the opposite side of the river is said to be about three miles in width. The under­
growth is cane and briers, timber, cottonwood, black and red oak, ash, &c. In this bottom are several 
small lakes or lagoons of stagnant water, some of which contain water through the greater part of the 
summer. 

There is no limestone within many miles of the site. 

A No 5. 

l!,oRT CoFFEE, September 30, 1837. 
Sm: Upon entering the duty assigned us of selecting a military site to which the garrison at Fort 

• Gibson is to be removed, we have to labor under considerable embarrassments by not knowing better 
than we do the views of the department in relation to the general plan of defence, or the contemplated 
military operations and arrangements to be made on the western frontier of Arkansas. Therefore we 
beg the indulgence of giving a brief sketch of our own views of the subject, hoping, at the same time, 
that, in the remarks we may adduce, we will not be considered as being officious or obtrusive in the 
matter. 

In the first place, we are decidedly of the opinion that a large body of troops should be kept in the 
immediate vicinity of where Fort Gibson now stands, or even fUl'ther west, if practicable. But owing 
to the difficulty of the navigation above that place, wu know that it would be impracticable to place a 
large body of troops any further west than that point. There the troops would, if necessary, be able to 
keep in check the disaffected Creeks. 'l'hey would also be able to prevent war between the Creeks and 
Osages, or the Cherokees and Osages, which will most assuredly occur just as soon as the troops are 
removed from Fort Gibson. Again, the troops at that point would prevent collision from arising between 
the resident Cherokees and that portion of the nation yet to be removed, which is strongly to be appre­
hended, the Cherokees now in this country claiming the land west of Arkansas as belonging to those who 
occupy it at this time. 

The good counsel and advice which a proper commander of a military post can give, and th~ influence 
which he is enabled to exert over Indians, has a most valuable effect, and often prevents the occurrence 
of difficulties which otherwi:Se might arise, and which might require millions of money to allay. 

The government of the United States has guaranteed to the Creeks, Cherokees, Choctaws, and other 
tribes, a military protection, which they confidently expect, and which should be given to them; and that 
protection cannot be given them so well in any way as from a military post in some central point in the 
Indian country. Such we consider Fort Gibson. It is in the Cherokee nation, within four miles of the 
Creek nation, is sufficiently near to the Osage nation to guard and protect them, and at the same time to 
keep them in subjection and prevent their aggressions on other tribes. 

We would next place a considerable force at Fort Coffee. At that point the troops would, if necessary, 
give protection to the State of Arkansas, and would at the same time co-operate, when necessary, with 
the agent of the Indian department in the enforcement of the "intercourse law." They would at the 
same time command the river; and that point is the bast for troops to enforce the "intercourse law," it 
~eing within the Indian country, and sufficiently removed from the line of Arkansas for the troops to be 
untrammelled in the exercise of their military operations by State restrictions. 

Having now given a brief view of our plan of defence for the country on the Arkansas, we will con­
fine ourselves more immediately to the "instructions" of the War Department, which seem to contemplate 
a removal of all the troops on the Arkansas to a point below Webber's falls; in which case we recom­
mend the Pheasant bluff, as being a good site for a military establishment of any size which would 
probably ever be necessary. -
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One consideration which governs the board in the selection of the Phnasant bluff for the site of a 
new fort is, that independent of its being a point more immediately within the pale of the instructions 
of the War Department than any other point, it is, in the opinion pf the board, as central a position as 
can be selected, under the instructions, to the great civilized tribes residing on the western frontier, 
which in their opinion is a very desirable object . 

.All the tribes residing most contiguous to the State of .Arkansas, namely, Cherokees, Choctaws, 
Creeks, Chickasaws, and Senecas, have a provision in thefr treaties that the United States will protect 
them in their new country, and in future time, against all foreign invasion and domestic strife. Conse­
quently, to give them the protection contemplated in the existing treaties, either against a foreign enemy 
or domestic strifes that may arise, it is necessary that a military force for that purpose should be kept at 
a point, or at different points within the Indian country, from which the troops could be moved in the 
shortest time possible to any point in either of those nations. As it would be impracticable to place 
troops in each one of those nations, aud as it appears to be the object of the government of the United 
States to accomplish the object of protection and defence from one grand military depot, it is desirable 
that depot should be as near the centre of the country as possible, where their principal action would be 
required. Such is deemed by the board to be the case with the Pheasant bluff. It is forty miles within 
the Indian country, or rather, west of the State of Arkansas. It is immediately on the north border of 
the Choctaw nation, and is about thirty-five miles east of the Creek nation, forty or fifty miles northeast 
of the Chickasaws, and near one hundred miles from the Senecas and Osages, the Cherokee nation inter­
veninp;. From this point the troops could be thrown in a Yery short time into either of the four first­
named nations. 

'fhe presence of a large body of troops in the centre of the Indian country will have a very salutary 
effect on the minds of the Indians, in keeping down local feuds that might arise among them, and in 
giving a timely check to any hostile movements towards the whites that might possibly arise in some of 
the most unsettled and dissatisfied tribes. 'fhe presence of even a small military force has a powerful 
effect in keeping down dissaffection among the Indians, and to insure peace in all the tribes it is abso­
lutely necessary that a military force be kept in some central position within the Indian country. 

With regard to the Cherokees, Choctaws, and Chickasaws, the United States have no danger to 
apprehend from either of them. Nothing could induce either of these tribes to engage in a war with the 
people of the United States, short of the most outrageous oppression being practiced upon them, such as 
would make life even a torment. Even if they had the disposition, they have not the ability to war 
with the United States, and they are perfectly sensible of the fact. 'fhey know that they could not gain 
anything in a war with the Union, and they will not run the risk of being conquered, lest th<'y might in 
that event be driven from their comfortable homes, and required from necessity to take to the wilds of 
the west, which result the most of the people of those tribes are just as badly prepared to bear as the 
whites would be. It should be remembered by .those of the whites who believe or pretend to believe 
that the tribes in question would, in case of a war with the States, easily run their families to the western 
wilds, that those people are not prepared for such a manner of life; that they have now been in the habit, 
for generation after generation, of living in good houses; and that near one-half of their women and 
children are just as effeminate and as illy prepared for such a mode of life as the whites are themselves. 

Furthermore, those tribes may be considered as being civilized and agricultural people. They have 
around them almost as many of the essential domestic comforts of life as the whites. Consequently the 
idea of war is to their imaginations just as appalling and horrible as it could be to any portion of the 
whites. Such, however, is not so much the case with a number of the C1·eeks. They are generally much. 
less civilized, and many of them have had their minds soured against the people of the United States; 
and a portion of that nation might, no doubt, be induced to enter a war on much more slight grounds 
than any of the tribes above mentioned; consequently the presence of the troops is absolutely necessary 
to overawe and keep them in subjection. Leave them entirely to themselves, and they might, and in all 
probability would, become troublesome. 

It is strenuously urged by some of the people of Arkansas that the troops should be located within 
that State in order to protect the people from Indian aggressions. There are but very few of them, 
however, who are sincere in the belief that they have any just grounds to apprehend danger from the 
Indians. If there are any who arn so unfortunate as to be in d1·ead of Indian aggressions, they should 
recollect that the two great and civilized tribes, the Cherokees and Choctaws, are immediately between 
them and those that they could only have the very least ground to fear. Those two tribes alone would 
afford them more protection than two or three military posts would do within their State. 

Tlios1.: tribes, in case of a war on the western frontier, cannot remain neutral. They would g·o with 
the United States, and of course would become involved, in common with the whites, in the war, and 
oppose any approaching war party to their country from the west just so soon as it would enter their 
dominion. Again, a war party in passing through either of those nations would have to subsist them­
selves by robbing the inhabitants, which would of itself be a cause of war. 

Let the troops be withdrawn from the Indian country and there will be a general and serious mani­
fpstation of displeasure on the part of nearly all of the Indians on this frontier with whom the United 
States have been in the habit of holding treaties, or rather the emigrant tribes. They will contend that 
the United States have not,carried out the provisions of the existing treaties between them and the States. 
There is scarcely anything that would tend to alienate the feelings of the Indians from our government 
more than the withdrawal of military protection from them. Another matter to be recollected is, that if 
the troops are removed from the Indian country and placed in the State of Arkansas, the Indians. will 
suppose that they have been placed there rather to guard against them than to give them the protection 
required in the treaties: . 

If the principal military post should be established at the Pheasant bluff, the board would respectfully 
suggest the propriety of establishing a small post on the Arkansas river, within the State, say at l\{azzard 
bluff, or at Fort Smith, which two points we consider to be very nearly on a par with regard to health, 
and the military position of the two places bear a strong resemblance to each other. The Mazzard bluff 
has a greater abundance of timber and stone, and has around it more public land, than there is at Fort 
Smith; but at that point troops could do little or nothing in the way of enforcing the "intercourse law," 
and consequently would be of no kind of service to the government The troops stationed at that point 
would serve out enlistment after enlistment without being of the slightest benefit to the government. 
Therefore Fort Smith would be the best of the two points so far as reg·ards an immediate usefulnes& to 
the government; it being immediately on the line of Arkansas, the"" intercourse law" could be enforced, 
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which could not be done at Mazzard bluff. Yet, from the appearance of the country around both of those 
places, we are very clearly of the opinion that neither of them is healthy; but we know that it is sometimes 
necessary for the public good to place troops even at unhealthy points. They cannot, therefore, complain 
of being placed at whatever point the public interest may require their services. Fort Smith and the 
Mazzard bluff, as regards health, are much on a par; so that we are unable to determine which of the two 
points would be the most healthy, believing both of them to be sickly. Yet they are, in our opinion, the 
best points that can be selected on the river for some distance down it, particularly on the south side, 
our examination having been confined in ~that region entirely t-0 the south side of the river. A post 
established at either of the last mentioned sites should be constructed with quarters for one or two 
companies; it should have block-houses or bastions at the diagonal corners, so that it could be defended 
principally with artillery, and by the inhabitants of the country in case of necessity. Its area should be 
unusually large for a garrison of two companies, in order to give room for the inhabitants, should any 
occasion arise in which it might be necessary for them to take shelter from any enemy, which, however, 
is very probable would never become necessary. 

In this work should be stored an ample supply of arms and all kinds of munitions of war, from which 
the militia of the country could soon be armed and equipped for service. Such a fort, it is to be hoped, 
would in some measure quiet the clamor of the people of the western part of Arkansas on the subject of 
forts, and would stop in a great measure the unnecessary and improper inter~erence of the people of that 
State with the proper and necessary arrangements of the vVar Department in its general plan of defence 
of the western frontier, which interference has already tended greatly to thwart the operations of the 
department on this important subject. 

Should that course, however, be deemed by the department unnecessary or improper, and it be deter­
mined on to have but one military post on the Arkansas, and the Pheasant bluff be considered too remote 
from the State of Arkansas, the board would respectfully recommend that the main garrison be placed at 
Fort Coffee, which is eight and a half miles and three hundred and twenty-eight yards, on a straight line, 
west of the State of Arkansas. At that point the troops would be sufficiently near the State to act in it, 
provided any action should ever J.,e required of them. They would also be prepared to act at any time in 
either the Choctaw or Cherokee nations, they being within the Ohoctaw nation, and only separated from 
the Cherokee nation by the Arkansas river. The troops at that place could be employed in the enforce­
ment of the "intercourse law." They would be convenient to the agent of the Indian department, and 
would be at all times ready to co-operate with him in the enforcement of the law, which cannot be done so 
conveniently and so efficiently at any other point on the river. They would be within fifty-five miles of the 
Creek nation, and about seventy miles from the Chickasaws. The soldiery would be out of the reach of 
the contaminating and destructive influence of a portion of the border inhabitants of the State of 
.Arkansas, which has invariably been felt to an injurious extreme by all the troops that have ever been 
stationed within the limits of that 'rerritory or State. 

One strong reason why the troops should be placed in the Indian country, and without the jurisdiction 
of a State is, that the government of the civil and military is so different that the two cannot well exist 
in the same vicinity; the military being governed in an absolute and imperative form, while the civilians 
are governed by a democratic form of government, or more by self-will. The influence exercised in such 
cases by the civilians over the soldiery often tends to produce acts of insubordination in the latter, which 
is destructive of military discipline. This influence, however, could only be expected to be exerted by 
the lower order of citizens. 

• Another matter which is, in the opinion of the board, worthy of the serious consideration of the depart-
ment, is that if the main military post should be placed on the line of A1,kansas, or even a short distance 
within the State, the Indians would find their way to it with articles of produce for sale, which they 
would be apt to sell for less money than the whites would be willing to sell the same articles for, which 
would induce the whites, as is too often their practice, to insult and abuse the Indians, in order to get 
clear of their competition in the market. This will as surely be the case as that the parties' come together. 
The consequence will be that the worst of feeling will be engendered between the parties. 

Again: the troops being placed within the State of Arkansas for the avowed purpose of giving the 
protection asked for, the people would consider themselves safe and secure from the Indians. The aban­
doned and disorderly portion of them would at once commence their lawless aggressions on the persons 
and property of the Indians. They would steal and kill their stock, and trespass upon them in various 
ways, calculated in their nature to arouse the Indians to acts of violence in self-defence, which might 
ultimately result in very serious consequences; whereas if the troops are kept within the Indian country, 
with the clear understanding that their duties are to be performed in the mutual protection and punish­
ment of both parties, and they knowing that their future welfare would depend upon their conduct towards 
each other, each party would be more respectful towards the other, and consequently would use circum­
spection in their intercourse; without which, difficulties of a serious nature would be apt to arise between 
them. 

The great western military road has been marked to cross the Arkansas river at Fort Coffee; but if 
the government should wish to establish the post at Pheasant bluff, the road can be changed to pass over 
ground equally as good, and possibly nearer Fort Towson, to which point it is contemplated to run it. 

• WILLIAM WHISTLER, Lieutenant Oolonel '1th Infantry. 
JOHN STOUT, Oaptain '1th Infantry. 

llfajor General MACOMB, Oommander-in-chief U. S. Army, Washington D. 0. 

B. 

FoRT CoFFEE, December 15, 183'1. 
Sm: In obedience to your letter of the 14th of October last, we have examined the country on the 

Arkansas river, for several miles below the State line, for the purpose of selecting a site for a large 
military post within the State of Arkansas; in the course of which examination, we find but three eligible 
points within thirty miles of the line, the whole of the remaining part of the country on the river, for at 
least that distance down, having been, in the year 1833, overflowed to the depth of from one to twenty-
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five feet, and in many places to a considerable distance back. Those points are as follows: the first is 
Fort Smith, which is immediately on the line; next is the point at the mouth of Lee's creek, which is five 
miles below the line by the river; and the Mazzard bluff: which is about twelve miles below the line by 
the river, and about seven by land. 

The Mazzard bluff is a good military site, but it being intended to place the troops within the State, 
for the express purpose of protecting· the people of the State of Arkansas from Indian aggressions, it is 
necessary that the military post should cover as many of them as practicable; therefore the Mazzard site, 
even if it was the best of the three in other respects, is too low down the river, as a large settlement on 
each side of the river, including two towns, those of Van Buren and Fort Smith, would be kept between 
it and the Indian settlement. Furthermore, the Mazzard site, as mentioned in our last report, is considered 
to be not more healthy than Fort Smith; and in the course of cutting down the trees, and exposing the 
wet places to the action of the sun, it is to be supposed that it would become still more unhealthy, while 
the vicinity of Fort Smith being divested of all of the heavy timber, and the surface being covered with 
a flourishing young growth of trees, which will not necessarily have to be cut down, will continue to 
improve in point of health. Under these considerations, we have thrown the Mazzard out of the question. 

The point at the mouth of Lee's creek would cover a much greater portion of the people than that of 
the Mazzard, but it will not cover-all of them, being five miles by the river below the line; and even if it 
did cover the whole of the settlement on the river, there are some strong objections to the site, in a military 
point of view: one is, the uncertainty of procuring water on a point so elevated, nnd so near to the brink 
of a great precipice. It is true that cisterns might be sunk of sufficient capacity to contain a sufficient 
supply of water for tl'ie use of the troops, but not for stock. Another objection to that site is, that it is 
too elevated and difficult of access. The trouble and inconvenience of realizing stock, such as work 
horses and oxen, at so great a distance, and on roads so steep as those at this place must necessarily be, 
would be very great; and if dragoons should be stationed there, that inconvenience would be still more 
seriously felt. .Another serious inconvenience attending this place would be the difficulty of hauling 
supplies from the river to the site, owing to its great elevation. With those considerations we will drop 
this point, and will next take up Fort Smith, which is, however, by no means clear of objections. In the 
first place, we are not entirely sure that it will not be sickly, but as it has been for some years past 
improving in point of health, as shown in our description of the place, we are led to indulge the expecta­
tion of a continuance of its healthiness. Another slight objection to that place is, that the rise or 
elevation is not quite as great as might be desired, and the space on which the fort would be placed is 
not. as level as it should be, or as could be desired; we consider it, however, after taking everything into 
consideration, our instructions, as well as the wishes of the people of the State, to be the best site for the 
establishment of the contemplated military post, and do therefore respectfully recommend that the new 
fort be erected within the State of Arkansas, as indicated by your instructions, and that it be placed near 
the site of Fort Smith, and on the premises at present owned and occupied by Captain John Rogers. It 
will then be immediately on the line, and within the State of .Arkansas, where it will cover the settle­
ments on both sides of the river, and will leave no portion of the people on the river in a situation to 
justify a complaint that they are not covered by a military post within the State. 

Another matter worthy of some consideration is, that by placing the post immediately on the line and 
on the river, the troops will be enabled in some measure to enforce the intercourse law, which they could 
not do so well lower down. 

We have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servants, 
WILLIAM WHISTLER, Lieutenant Colonel 7th Infantry. 
JOHN STUART, Captain 7th Infantry. 

Hon. J. R. PomsETr, Secretary of Wai·. 

B No. 1. 

Site at the mouth of Lees creek. 

The point of highland at the month o( Lee's creek is on the north side of the Arkansas river, about 
five miles below Fort Smith, and about one and a half mile above Van Buren. It is the south end of a 
considerable mountain, which terminates abruptly at the river and on Lee's creek, ranging parallel and 
close to the river for the distance of one and a half mile, and about one mile on the creek. This ridge or 
mountain runs back on a northeast course for· many miles, becoming higher as it leaves the river. 
Immediately at the point, and a littli below the mouth of the creek, the summit of the hill is tolerably 
level, and the surface smooth, to an extent sufficiently great to g·ive ample room for the erection of an 
extensive military establishment. A square of four or five hundred feet can be got by levelling about six 
feet-or, in other words, by taking off about that depth of clay from the highest point within that space. 

The height of the bluff from the river edge at the mouth of the creek to the site is four hundred feet 
and six inches, according to a measurement which we had by means of a well-constructed plumb-level. 
The face of this rise on the side of the river, as well as on the creek, is extremely precipitous. The rocks 
fa some places at the summit of the precipice are perpendicular, at other places there are brakes and 
winding ways among the crags and piles of stone, through which persons on foot can with great care, and 
by holding on to the rocks and shrubs, ascend and descend from the bottom to the top. We were told 
that horses had at some particular point ascended it; but from the appearance of the bluff, one would 
suppose it to be impossible for a horse to ascend it in its present condition. A cannon placed on the 
brink of this precipice cannot be so depressed as to rake the face of the hill. A man standing twenty . 
yards back from the brink can barely see the edge of the water on the opposite side of the river, and can­
not see the creek when he is even twenty feet back from the brink. At the site the river can only be 
seen at a great distance above and below-that part of the river, being immediately abreast of the site, 
being obscured from view at that point for near a mile both above and below. 

The scenery from the extreme point of this precipice is seldom surpassed, either in extent or beauty 
of appearance. A birdseye view of the country from north, round by south, to northeast, can be had to 
the distance of twenty miles at one glance, and without changing the position more than to turn the head. 
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The land on this hill is poor, and the timber on it consists entirely of black jack, black oak, and post 
oak, which stand thickly on the surface, and is of a very short and stunted growth, and is calculated for 
little else.than fence rails and for fuel. The timber above the mouth of Lee's creek consists of the cup 
oak, red oak, ash, and other timber common to the Arkansas bottom, which would have to be hauled near 
a mile, and that, too, across the creek, either by means of a boat or bridge, which would have to be con­
structed for the purpose, and would then have to be hauled up a steep and rocky road. There is no timber 
below the mouth of the creek of that kind within several miles of the site; and that description of timber 
is absolutely necessary for making shingles, &c. 

'fhere is an abundant supply of red sandstone to be found in almost every direction; but there is no 
limestone near the site that we could hear of. 

There is one spring, about a half mile from the site, which is said to run dming the whole of the 
summer. Another spring was pointed out to us, within a fourth of a mile of the site, which runs during 
the winter and spring months only. There are no creeks or large branch on the hill for the distance of 
some miles from the site. 

No wells have been dug on the hill, and it is therefore impossible to say whether water can be pro­
cured by digging or not. The spring that was shown to us nearest to the site rises in a flat place near 
the top of the mountain. It is supported by rains that fall on the suiface and sink. 

About a fourth of a mile up the creek from the site the hill slopes off towards the creek in such a 
manner that a road could be made, though with much labor, that would be passable for horses, and even 
for teams; which road would make a communication between the site and the creek, within about the 
distance of a half mile, or near it. In making this road much digging would be required, and extensive 
masses of stone would have to be removed; and the road would even then be steep. A little further on 
the same direction a road might be got to the creek, on a much more gradual slope, which would strike it 
about a mile and a half distant from the site. 

The road marked on the enclosed sketch, crossing the mountain from Van Buren to the present 
crossing of Lee's creek, passes within a half mile of the site. This road, on leaving Van Buren, ascends 
the side of the mountain, over rocks and steep points, for the distance of about six or seven hundred 
yards, when it reaches the summit of the mountain, and then passes over a level space for near a mile, 
when it begins to descend, by a long and much more gradual slope, to the creek, which it crosses about a 
mile and a half from the site. A road might be, with much labor and expense, cut in the side of the hill 
from the site to the river; tin-d might, by taking it along the side of the hill to the distance of five or six 
hundred yards, be rendered passable, and suitable for all military purposes on that side of the site. It 
could not, however, be commanded or covered by g·uns from the site; and it is doubtful whether it could 
be covered from any other point on the hill. 

There is a narrow pass of a few yards in width along the river, and at the base of the hill, extending 
from Van Buren round to a point on Lee's creek, north of the site, and where the point of the mountain 
comes directly to the creek, which can now be passed over by horses all of that distance. There is a 
good point ·on the river for a ferry, about a half mile below the site. Directly opposite the site is an 
extensive sand-bar, extending from aboye the mouth of Lee's creek some distance down the river. 

Lee's creek, near the mouth, appears to be about thirty yards wide, and it is of precisely the same 
character and description of the Poteau. Its banks are soft and miry, as is also the bottom. It is 
backed up by the Arkansas, at every rise of that river, to the distance of some miles, when it has the 

, appearance and character of a mill-pond, and when that takes place in the summer, it is said that its 
water is stagnant, and that it is usually covered with a scum, and when in that state it must be unhealthy; 
but whether its geleterious effects would reach the top of the hill or not, is beyond our ability to determine. 
Various accounts have been given respecting the settling of the fogs on this hill; some say that they do 
settle there, and are often seen there, when they cannot be discovered below. The country in the vicinity 
of the site, from the north round by south to northeast, is low and flat, and contains some pools of 
stagnant water, as is the case on all parts of the Arkansas bottom. 

There is no apparent cause on the hill to produce sickness; but whether the site would be healthy or 
not is out of our power to determine. . 

There are but very few persons living on the mountain near the site, and none have been there long· 
enough to prove the health of the place. Van Buren, situated on the river about a mile and a half below 
the site, and directly at the foot of the mountain is considered to be one of the most sickly places in the 
country. 

The fow families settled above the mouth of Lee's creek (it is said) have been sickly this last 
season. 

WM. WHISTLER, Lwutenant Colonel 7th Infantry. 
JOHN STUART, Captain '1th Infantry . 

• 

B No. 2. 
. . 

The site at Fort Smith is on the south side of the Arkansas river, and about three hundred yards 
below the Poteau. It is on a rising piece of ground, about two hundred yards from the Arkansas river, 
and about fifty yards east of the Choctaw line, and entirely within the State of Arkansas. It is supposed 
to be about fifty feet above the level of the river, and commands a tolerably good view of it. At any 
rate, it is sufficiently so to command it. It will require about six or seven feet to be taken off to form a 
level of five hundred and sixty feet long and four hundred and sixty-two feet wide, which can be easily 
extended to a greater distance each way. The soil is soft and light, and there will be no stone to remove. 
The country back from the site for some distance is nearly flat., over which run some small sluggish 
rills. The surface is broken very much by small hillocks, which are peculiar to the prairie and flat 
highland of this country, having in time been prairies. Around and between those small hillocks the 
surface is flat, and the water from rains stands on it, until it is evaporated by the sun and atmosphere. 
On some of those small flats, which are usually but a few steps wide, the water stands during a good 
portion of the summer; and they are calculated, in their nature, to produce sickness, and will always do 
so when they are exposed to a direct action of the sun. But those places near Fort Smith are at this 
time in a great measure excluded from a strong action of the sun, by being shaded by a heavy or thick 
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growth of young oaks, which have grown around them within a few years. This description of country 
extends about a half mile back from the site, when the land becomes more rolling and dry. 

The timber back from Fort Smith consists of post oak, black or red oak, and black jack. It is usually 
of a large size for timber of that kind on high land; there is also some black hickory. Nearly all of the 
suitable timber for building purposes has been cut off for the distance of more than three-fourths of a mile 
back from the site; there is, however, within that space, some timber yet remaining, which can be con­
verted into building materials, and there is sufficient timber within that distance to supply a large fort 
with fuel for many years. The old timber, near a half mile around the site, has been nearly all consumed. 
It was, for the most part, cut by the troops many years ago, and the space has since become covered 
with young trees, which are in diameter from four to ten inches, and are from twenty-five to thirty feet 
high, and stand as thick on the dry places as it is possible for them to grow. 

The point at Fort Smith was first occupied by the rifle corps under the command of :Major Bradford, 
in the year 1816. He built Fort Smith, and occupied the position until in the winter of 1822, when five 
companies of the 7th regiment of infantry were removed to that point, where they remained about two 
years; during which time they cut, for the repair and increase of quarters and for fuel, nearly all of the 
remaining timber on the land, for near half a mile back, by which means the small pools of water above 
mentioned became exposed to a direct ray of the sun, and were consequently rendered sickly. 

The rifle corps, during· the time ·it was stationed at Fort Smith, lost, out of something upwards of 
one hundred men, only one by death, and bad very little sickness among them at any time . 

. The five companies of the seventh infantry lost several men by death during the first year after they 
went there; and the second summer that they were there, the sickness and deaths among the troops was 
most alarming. The troops were removed from that place in .April, 1824. One or two families continued 
to live on the point after the troops removed, and in the year 1833 there were several families living 
there, and in the spring of that year a company of the 7th regiment of infantry was placed there. An 
unusually high flood came in the river in the month of June, and after it subsided, both the troops and 
the citizens suffered extremely from sickness, particularly the troops; every man of the company was 
sick during· that summer and fall, and a number of them died. The people were, however, extremely 
sickly that season on all parts of the Arkansas, and, in fact, all over the country. 'l'he company was 
removed. from Fort Smith in the early part of the summer of 1834. The people that remained there, 
amounting to about one hundred persons, have enjoyed good health ever since the year 1833, and this 
last season they have enjoyed much better health than has been enjoyed by any equal portion of people 
in the country, living either on the river or removed from it; and the place, for the two or three years, 
has had the character of being healthy. The appearance of the country around the place; however, is 
strongly indicative of sickliness; but we are of the opinion that it is about as healtlly as any other point 
that could be selected for a military site below the line, and it may possibly prove to be as healthy as 
any other point on any part of the river; at any rate, we conside1· it freed from two- causes of disease 
common to nearly all parts of this country, on being newly settled: fir;;t, the fallen and decayed timber 
has either entirely decayed or been burned up; secondly, the heavy and tall forest has been cut off it; 
the sun has had its full influence on the wet land, wliich may, in some manner, have changed its character; 
and the surface has become again covered with a new and thrifty growth of young ti-ees. 

The Poteau is a sluggish stream, and is backed up by almost every rise of the Arkansas to the 
distance of several miles, and is an unhealthy stream, having the appearance of a; mill-pond. But the new 
site being three hundred yards from it, we are inclined to think that its deleterious effects will not reach, 
it in such a manner as to produce any very serious evil, and we are supported in this opinion by others, 
in whose opinion we have much confidence. 

The land that Captain Rogers offers in his first proposition to sell to the United States communicates 
with the 16th section of the township at about the distance of three-fourths of a mile from the site, which 
section has on it an abundant supply of g·ood timber, and the land belongs to the government of the 
United States, having been reserved for school purposes. 

Pine can be procured at some distance up the Poteau, within the Choctaw nation. 
Good stone can be procured in the east bank of the Poteau at its mouth and for some distance up it. 

There is also a good quarry of stone, on the land contained in Captain Rogers's first proposition, and not 
more than a mile distant from the site, and there is a good level road between the two places. There is 
no limes~one near the site. The soil appears to l1e well calculated for making brick. 

There are no springs of water at or near Fort Smith, but water of an excellent quality can be easily 
procured by digging wells. 

Including one hundred yards of space, mentioned in Captain Rogers's proposition, together with the 
point belonging to the Choctaw nation, there will be five hundred yards of space open on the Arkansas 
river, and applicable to military purposes. 

WILLI.AM WHISTLER, lieutenant Colonel 'ith Iiifantry. 
JOHN STUART, Captain 7th Infantry. 

P. S.-Captain Rogers's first proposition, as mentioned above, is intended to mean that portion of 
land which he offers to sell for the sum of fifteen thousand dollars. 

J. s. 

BNo.3. 
If the commissioners ~elected for the purpose of locating the garrison should select the site on the 

bluff below Lee's creek, they can have four hundred ancl sixteen acres and sixty-nine hundredths for 
fifty thousand dollars. 

J. D. McGEE. 

C. 
HEADQUARTERS SECOND DEPARTIIENT, Western Division, Fort Gibson, December 29, 1837. 

Sm: I have the honor to report, for the information of the government, that it has been hinted to me 
that Captain John Rogers, the proprietor of the land at Fort Smith, has proceeded to Washington city 
of late: If he has done so, I am of the opinion it is with the object of inducing the government to pur-
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chase only a portion of the land he holds at that place for a military establishment, and to retain the 
balance for a town or village. On this subject I have only to remark that no part of the limited quantity 
of land held by Captain Rogers at Fort Smith (being, as I understand, about seven hundred acres) can be 
retained by him, if Fort Smith is selected for a military establishment, without great prejudice to the 
public interest. Independent of the land being wanted, ( as C:i,pt\l.in Rogers only owns about four or five 
hundred yards on the Arkansas river,) a town or village so near a military establishment would be a 
great inconvenience and nuisance. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. ARBUCKLE, Brevet Brigadier General United Stales Army. 

Brigadier General R. JoNEs, Adjutant General, Washington City. 

D. 

. HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH INFANTRY, Fort Gibson, June 6, 1833. 
Sm: I had the honor on the 29th ultimo to receive your letter of the 26th April last, in which you 

require my opinion as relates to the utility of a military station on Red river further west than Fort 
Towson, with the object of giving protection to the Indians removing from the east of the Mississippi to 
the west of Arkansas Territory, and what posts ought to be established OF held for the defence of this 
frontier, and to secure to the Indians the protection our government is pledged to afford them. 

I would remark, in reply, that I am of the opinion that a military post ought to be established on 
Red river, as far west as the mouth of the False W achitta, or as near to that point as a suitable position 
can be had. The navigation in the Red river is reported to be generally good for keels or light steam­
boats above the raft as far west as the mouth of the False Wachitta, or near to it, from about the month 
of February to June or July ; yet, in the latter part of the summer and fall, boats of the highest class 
could not usually navigate the Red river, particularly above the mouth of the Kiamichi. 

The garrison of Fort 'fowson, I am of the opinion, is too far west to be of material advantage in protect­
ing the frontier of Arkansas Territory, and too far east to afford th& best protection to the Indians settling 
to the west of it ; and independent of the increased protection a garrison at the mouth of the False 
W achitta, or near to it, would give to the Choctaws, it is believed that the Chickasaws, who are also to 
remove to the west, will obtain from the Choctaws, for their nation, a tract of country on the Blue \Vater 
and False Wachitta. They cannot procure other lands north of the Red river that they would live on, and 
without recollecting their treaty with the United States, I presume that they are to be protected in their 
new homes by the government. 

I do not believe a position could be occupied which would be better calculated than this to preserve 
peace and good order between the Indian tribes settling in the country west of the Arkansas 'l'erritory 
and the State of Missouri, as far north as to include the waters of the Arkansas river ; yet, to insure this 
oqject, the force at this point must at all times be respectable, and kept in a condition for active and 
efficient service. It is true, as the Creek country is entirely to the west of this fort, that it would give 
.their new settlements additional protection, if a military post was establishE;d on the Arkansas river, at 
the mouth of the Red Fork, and another on the north fork of the Canadian, about the same distance west. 
I apprehend, however, that there would be much difficulty and expense in supporting garrisons at those 
points, as the navigation of the .Arkansas river cannot be relied on, at any season of the year, above the 
mouth of the Verdigris ; yet in the spring, and particularly between May 20 and June 8, there is almost 
every year a rise for ten or twelve days, which would admit of keels or small steamboats ascending as 
high as the Red Fork. The Canadian, it is believed, cannot be navigated above the mouth of the north 
fork at any season of the year, and this fork is said to have many falls in it ; still it is possible that, in 
the spring or early part of summer, keel-boats, or perhaps light steamboats, could ascend 1t as far west as 
the position referred to on the Arkansas river, which is seventy or seventy-five miles west of this point. 
Yet this must be regarded very uncertain; and in preference to the establishment of so many small 
posts, under so many disadvantages, I am of the opinion that a respectable command, marching through 
the prairies to the west for a few months in each year, would probably be more beneficial. A great 
object, however, would be gained by having a post further west than this or Fort Towson, to enable the 
commands sent into the prairies to obtain subsistence stores. 

I have no doubt a good road can be had from this post to the mouth of the False W achitta, by cross­
ing the Canadian at the junction of the north fork and the south fork of the Canailian, a short distance 
from its mouth. These are believed to be the only streams, except the Arkansas river, that will require 
the use of ferry-boats at any time. There are no mountains to cross, and the way generally is very 
favorable for a good road, which could be conveniently opened, as a great part of the way will be through 
prairies and open woods, and possibly the extent of the prairies will be the greatest objection to it. This 
road ought to be made for military purposes, provided a post is established on Red river, near to the 
mouth of the False Wachitta, and the road from this post to Fort Smith ought to be improved ; and it is 
my opinion that a strong v:ork is required at Fort Smith, or in that vicinity, to give security to the fron­
tier of Arkansas 'rerritory. This is the positioi:i in which most can be done to restrain the tribes from 
acts of hostility against each other, as well as to restrain them from going to war with the United States. 
Yet should any circumstances have the effect to unite them in acts of hostility against our citizens, a 
strong work at Fort Smith, or in that vicinity, furnished with a suitable supply of arms and ammunition, 
would greatly add to the security of Arkansas'Territory. 

The present site of Fort Smith is too contracted, as the lands are held by an individual within a few 
paces of it, where a numl:>cr of stores and dram shops are established, much to the annoyance of the 
garrison ; and, unless the government should think proper to purchase a suitable quantity of lands around 
Fort Smith, I would recommend the removal of the garrison from that position. I have the honor here­
with to enclose a sketch of the reserve that I regard necessary at this post for military and public purposes. 
A less numbe1· of acres might answer, if the country was better timbered ; and I advised the quarter­
master general on the 29th of April last of what is indispensably 1iequired, provided this post is regarded 
permanent. 

The report of Lieutenant Colonel Maury, (after his return from the west,) a copy of which I will do 
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myself the honor to transmit you, I doubt not will furnish much additional information connected with 
the subjects to which this communication relates. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. .ARBUCKLE, Oommanding Seventh Infantry. 

Major General ALEXANDER MAco:im, General-in-chief, Washington Ouy. 

E. 
FoRT Smrn, .Arkansas, September -, 1837. 

GENTLE~IEN : This point having been spoken of, among many others, as a suitable site for the erection 
of the contemplated new garrison, and having been informed that a report is in circulation that an 
exorbitant price would be asked for the land, in the event of the government expressing a wish to 
occupy it, which report I have thought might in some degree, (if at all desired,) prevent an o:lfer being 
made or any aijempt to purchase. 

Under these circumstances, and in order to do away any further misrepresentations about it, I now 
beg leave, through you, to make an offer of my possessions here for that purpose, to wit : 

The west fractional half of section 8; the southeast quarter of section 8; the west fractional half of 
section 17; the northeast quarter of section 17; the southwest quarter of section 9; the northwest quarter 
of the northeast quarter of section 20; the west half of the southeast quarter of section 17; the northwest 
quarter of the southeast quarter of section 9; the east half of the southeast quarter of section 17; and the 
southwest quarter of the southeast quarter of section 9. .All in township 8 north, range 32 west, contain­
ing 836 acres. Which land, or any part of it that may be required for military purposes, I now tender 
through you to t11,e government, and for which I am disposed to take what may be considered a fair and 
reasonable price, and shall be ready at any time to receive the proposals of any authorized agent appointed 
to make a purchase. 

I will only further remark that I design laying o:lf a town immediately at this point, preparatory to a 
sale of lots. The object, therefore, in making this communication, is to give the government an opportu­
nity of securing the site before I entirely put it out of my power to accommodate them. I would here 
also beg leave furthf'r to apprise you that a memorial, signed by some eight or nine hundred of the 
inhabitants bordering on this frontier, has lately been sent on to Congress, praying for the location of the 
garrison to be made at this particular point. 

I have the honor to be, gentlemen, with much respect, your obedient servant, 
JOHN ROGERS. 

Colonel WHISTLER and Captain STUART, U.S. Oommissioners to select sue/or garrison, &c. 

F. 
W ABBINGTON CITY, February 10, 1838. 

Sm: Since my visit to you of this date I have concluded to make another o:lfer to the government for 
the site at the mouth of Lee's creek for the new garrison on the .Arkansas frontier. My proposition to the 
commissioners, as well as I now recollect, was to give four hundred acres for the sum of $50,000. I now 
propose to give three hundred acres, including the site, and to_ select it in such way as to suit the govern­
ment, for the sum of $20,000; and, besides, I have no doubt that a quarter adjoining, one hundred and 
sixty acres, will be given by Colonel Dennison, or sold for a bare sum to repay him for the original price, 
not to exceed $1,000. 

I shall learn his determination in some four or five weeks. The balance of the township is public 
land, with the exception of a few sections, including the town of Vankim; and I hereby bind myself t9 
carry and make a perfect title for the sum above mentioned if selected by the government. 

J. D. McGEE. 
Hon. J. R. POINSETT, Secretary of War. 

FoRT GrnsoN, October 11, 1837. 
GENTLEMEN: I will sell Mazzard bln:lf for $10,000, or I will abide the decision of two men, one appointed 

by the Secretary of War, and one by myself; and should they not agree, they two to appoint a third 
man. 

Mazzard blu:lf is situated on the Arkansas river, contains not less than ~62 acres, or more than 2'10. 
The title is indisputable. It is owned by Doctor De Camp and myself, but I am fully authorized by him 
to convey it. . 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. BAILEY. 

Lieutenant Colonel WHISTLER and Captain STUART. 

25TH UoNGREss.] No. 789. [2D SESSION. 

COLONEL Z. TAYLOR'S .ACCOUNT OF THE BATTLE WITH THE SEMINOLE INDIANS NE.AR 
THE KISSIMMEE RIVER, IN FLORIDA, ON DECEMBER 25, 1837. 

COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 21, 1838. 

DEPARTMENT OF W .AR, Februai-y 20, 1838. 
Sm: In obedience to the resolution of the Senate of the 14th instant, I have the honor to transmit 

herewith a copy of Colonel Taylor's official report of the action of the 25th of December last between the 
troops under his command and the Seminole Indians. 

VOL. VII--124 e 
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As it has been supposed that some expressions contained in that report cast unmerited censure upon 
the Missouri volunteers, I avail myself of the occasion to remove so erroneous an impression. The patriotic 
feelings which led these brave men to volunteer their services in Florida, and to leave their homes to 
engage in a campaign against the Indians, were duly appreciated by the President and by this depart­
ment; ~nd, in their opinion, the pledg·e thus given to the country has been amply redeemed. The fact 
that they broke and retired in disorder under the murderous fire of an enemy as advantageously posted 
as if they bad been behind regular entrenchments, is not stated to disparage the character or the efforts 
of the yo~ng soldiers. The heavy Joss they sustained in killed and wounded affords sufficient proof of the 
firmness with which they advanced upon the enemy under a galling fire. It was not expected that 
their unaided efforts could drive the enemy from his stronghold; and the gallant manner in which they 
lei;l the attack contributed, no doubt, to the success of the day. I may be permitted to say that no blame 
can rightly be attached to the gaUant officer who commanded the troops on that occasion for placing the 
volunteers in the front rank of the action. The enemy occupied a position that could not be turned, and 
from which he could only be driven hy the-utmost efforts of the regular forces. The task of storming such 
defences could not be intrusted to the volunteers; nor would an experienced officer rely •. upon irregular 
troops to form the reserve, as on the steady conduct of this force the fate of the action often depends; and 
on all occasions it is, or ought io be, composed of the choicest and best disciplined troops of tho army. If, 
therefore, the volunteers were to be brought into action at all, they were placed alone where they could 
do good service by commencing the action as skirmishers; and their conduct on that occasion was all 
that could be expected from undisciplined troops, who, for the first time, find themselves in so trying a 
situation. . 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSET'r. 

Hon. R. M. JOHNSON, Presi,dent .of the Senole. 

HEADQUARTERS FIRST BRIGADE, 
.Army south of the Withlacoochee, Florida, Fort Gardner, January 4, 1838. 

Sm: On the 19th ultimo I received, at this place, a communication from Major Gen~ral Jesup, inform­
ing me that all hopes of bringing the war to a close by negotiation, through the interference or mediation 
of the Cherokee delegation, was at an end, Sam Jones, with the Mickasukies, having determined to fight 
it out to the last, and directing me to proceed, with the least possible delay, against any portion of the 
enemy I might hear of within striking distance, and to destroy or capture him. 

After leaving two officers and an adequate force for the protection of my depot, I marched the next 
morning, with twelve days' rations, (my means of transportation not enabling me to carry more,) with the 
balance of my command, consisting of Captain ¥unroe's company of the 4th artillery, total 35 men; the 
1st infantry, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Davenport, l97 strong; the 4th infantry, under 
the command of Lieutenant Colonel Foster, 274; the 6th infantry, under Lieutenant Colonel Thompson, 
221; the Missouri volunteers, 180; and Morgan's spies, 47; pioneers, 30; pontoniers, 13, and 70 Delaware 
Indians, making a force, exclusive of officers, of 1,032 men. The greater part of the Shawnees having 
been detached, and the balance refusing to accompany me, under the pretext that a number of them were 
sick, and that the remainder were without moccasins. 

I moved down the west side of the Kissimmee, in a southeasterly course, towards Lake lstopoga, for 
the following· reasons: 1. Because I knew that a portion of the hostiles were to be fo!lnd in that direction; 
2. If General Jesup should fall in with the Mickasukies, and drive them, they might attempt to elude him 
by crossing the Kissimmee, from the east to the west side of the.peninsula, between this and its entrance 
into Okeechobee, in which case I might be near at hand to intercept them; 3. To overawe and induce 
such of the enemy who had been making propositions to give themselves up, and who appeared very slow, 
if not to hesitate, in complying with their promises on that head, to surrender at once; and lastly, I 
deemed it advisable to erect block-houses and a small picket work on the Kissimmee for a third depot, 
some forty or fifty miles below this, and obtain a knowledge of the intervening country, as I had no guide 
who could be relied on, and by this means open a communication with Colonel Smith, who was operating 
up the Caloosahatchee, or Sanybel river, under my orders. 

Late in the evening of the first days' march I met the Indian chief Jumper, with his family and a 
part of his band, consisting of fifteen men, a part of them with families, and a few negroes, in all sixty­
three souls, on his way to give himself up, in conformity to a previous arrangement I had entered into 
with him; they were conducted by Captain Parks and a few Shawnees. He (Parks) is an active, intel­
ligent half-breed, who is at the head of the friendly Indians, both Shawnees and Delawares, and who I 
had employed to arrange and bring in Jumper and as many of his people as he could prevail on to come 
in. We encamped that night near the same spot; and the next morning, having ordered Captain Parks 
to join me and take command of the Delawares, and having despatched Jumper in .charge of some Shaw­
nees to this place, and so on to Fort Frazer, I continued my march, after having sent forward three 
friendly Seminoles to gain intelligence as to the position of the enemy . 

.A.bout noon on the same day I sent forward one battalion of Gentry's regiment, under the command 
of Lieutenant Colonel Price, to pick up any stragglers that might fall in his way; to encamp two or three 
miles in advance of the main furce; to act with great circumspection, and communicate promptly any 
occurrence that might take place in his vicinity important for me to know. .A.bout 10 o'clock p. m. I 
received a note from the colonel stating that the three Seminoles sent forward in the morning had 
returned; that they had been at or near where Alligator had encamped, twelve or fifteen miles in his 
advance; that he (Alligator) had left there with part of his family four days before, under the pretext 
of separating his relations, -&c., from the Mickasukies, preparatory to his surrendering with them; that 
there were several families remaining at the camp referred to who wished to give themselves up, and 
would remain there until we took possession of them, unless they were forcibly carried off that night by 
the Mickasukies, who were encamped at no great distance from them. 

In consequence of this intelligence, after directing· Lieutenant Colonel Davenport to follow me early 
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in the morning with the infantry, a little after midnight I put myself at the head of tb.e balance of the 
mounted men, joined Lieutenant Colonel Price, proceeded on, crossing Istopoga outlet, and soon after 
daylight took possession of the encampment referred to, where I found the inmates, who had not been 
distul'bed. They consisted of an old man and two young ones, several women and children, amounting 
in all to twenty-two individuals. The old man informed me that Alligator was very anxious to separate 
his people from the Mickasukies, who were encamped on the opposite side of the Kissimmee, distant 
about twenty miles, where they would fight us. I sent him to Alligator, to say to him, if he was sincere 
in his professions, to meet me the next day at the,Kissimmee, where the trail I was marching on crossed, 
and where I should halt. 

As soon as the infantry came up, I moved on to the place designated, which I reached late that 
evening, and where I encamped; about 11 o'clock p. m. the old Indian returned, bringing a very equivocal 
message from Alligator, whom he stated he had met accidently; also, that the l.Iickasukies were still 
encamped where they had been for some days, and where they were determined to fight us. 

I determined at once on indulging them as soon as practicable. Accordingly, the next morning, 
after laying out a small stockade work for the protection of a future depot, in order to enable me to 
move with the greatest celerit7, I deposited the whole of my heavy baggage, including artillery, &c.; 
and having provisioned the command, to include the 26th, after leaving Captain Munroe with his com­
pany, the pioneers, pontoniers, with eighty-five sick and disabled infantry, and a portion of the friendly 
Indians, who alleged that they were unable to march further, crossed the Kissimmee, taking the old 
Indian as guide, who had been captured the day before, and who accompanied us with great apparent 
reluctance in pursuit of the enemy, and early the next day reached Alligator's encampment, situated on 
the edge of a cabbage-tree hammock, in the midst of a large prail'ie; from the appearance of which, and 
other encampments in the vicinity, and the many evidences of slaughtered cattle, there must have been 
severaYhundred individuals. 

At another small hammock, at no great distance from Alligator's encampment, and surrounded by a 
swamp, impassable for mounted men, the spies surprised an encampment, containing one old man, four 
young men, and some women and children. One of the party immediately raised a white flag, when the 
men were taken possession of and brought across the swamp to the main body. I proceeded with an 

• interpreter to meet them. They proved to be the Seminoles, and professed to be friendly. They stated 
that they were preparing to come in. They had just slaughtered a number of cattle, and were employed 
in drying and jerking the same. They also informed me that the Mickasukies, headed by A-bi-a-ka, (Sam 
Jones,) were some ten or twelve miles distant, encamped in a swamp, and were prepared to fight. 

Although I placed but little confidence in their professions of friendship, or their intentions of com­
ing in, yet I had rio time to look up their women and children, who had fled and concealed themselves in 
the swamp, or to have encumbered myself with them in the situation in which I then was. 

Accordingly, I released the old man, who promised that he would collect all the women and children 
and take them in to Captain Munroe, at the Kissimmee, the next day. I also dismissed the old man who 
had acted as guide thus far, supplying his place with the four able warriors who had been captured that 
morning. 

These arrangements having been made, I moved, under their guidance, for the camp of the Mickasu­
kies between two and three p. m. We reached a very dense cypress swamp, through which we were 
compelled to pass, and in which, our guides informed us, we might be attacked. After making the 
necessary dispositions for battle, it was ascertained that there was no enemy to oppose us. The army 
crossed over and encamped for the night, it being late. During the passage of the rear, Captain Parks, 
who was in advance with a few friendly Indians, fell in with two of the enemy's spies between two or 
three miles of our camp, one on horseback, the other on foot, and succeeded in capturing the latter. He 
was an active young warrior, armed with an excellent rifle, fifty balls in his pouch, and an adequ.ate pro­
portion of powder. This Indian confirmed the information which had previously been received from the 
other Indians, and, in addition, stated that a large body of the Seminoles, heailed by John Co-hia, Co-a-coo­
chee, and no doubt Alligator, with other chiefs, were encamped five or six miles miles from us, near the 
Mickasukies, with a cypress swamp and dense hammock betw·een them and the latter. 

The army moved forward at daylight the next morning, and after marching five or six miles reached 
the camp of the Seminoles on the border of anothel' cypress swamp, which must have contained sevei-al 
hundreds, and bore evident traces of having been abandoned in a great hurry, as the fires were still 
burning, and quantities of beef lying on the ground unconsumed. 

Here the troops were again disposed of in order of battle, but we found no enemy to oppose us, and 
the command was crossed over about 11 a. m., when we entered a large prairie in our front, on which 
two or three hundred head of cattle were grazing, and a number of Indian ponies. Here another young 
Indian warrior was captured, armed and equipped as the former. He pointed out a dense hammock on our 
right, about a mile distant, in which he said the hostiles were situated and waiting to give us battle. 

At this place the final disposition was made to attack th_em, which was in two lines ; the volunteers 
under Gentry and Morgan's spies to form the first line in extended order, w.ho were instructed to enter 
the hammock, and in the event of being attacked and hard pressed, were to fall back in the rear of the 
regular tl'oops, out of the reach of the enemy's fire. The second line was composed of the 4th and. 6th 
infantry, who were instructed to sustain the volunteers, the 1st infantry being held in reserve. 

Moving on in the direction of the hammock, after proceeding about a quarter of a mile, we reached 
the swamp which separated us from the enemy, thl'ee-fourths of a mile in breadth, being totally impas­
sable for horse, and nearly so for foot, covered with a thick growth of saw-grass, five feet high and about 
knee deep in mud and water, which extended to the left as far as the eye could reach, and to the right to 
a part of the swamp and hammock we had just crossed, through which ran a deep creek. At the edge of 
the swamp all the men were dismounted, and the horses and baggage left under a suitable guard. 
Captain Allen was detached with the two companies of mounted infantry to examine the swamp and 
hammock to the right, and in case he should not find the enemy in that direction, was to return to the 
baggage, and in the event of hearing a heavy firing, was immediately to join me . 

.After making these arrangements I crossed the swamp in the order stated. On reaching the borders 
of the hammock the volunteers and spies received a heavy fire from the enemy, which was returned by 
them for a short time, when their gallant commander, Colonel Gentry, fell, mortally wounded; they mostly 
broke, and instead of forming iu rear of the regulars, as had been directed, they retil'ed across the swamp 
to their bag_gn:ge and horses, no~. coul~ they be again brought into !1-ction as a _body, alt~oug~ e:ffor_ts_ 
were madE.> repeatedly by my staff to ·mduce them to do so. • 



988 MILITARY .A.FF .A.IRS. [No. ~89. 

The enemy, 'however, were promptly checked and driven back hy the 4th and 6th infantry, which, in 
truth, might be said to be a moving battery; the weight of the enemy's fire was principally concentrated 
on :five companies of the 6th infantry, which not only stood firm, but continued to advance until their 
gallant commander, Lieutenant Colonel Thompson, and his adjutant, Lieutenant Centre, ,vere killed, and 
every officer, with one exception, as well as most of the non-commissioned officers, including the sergeant 
major and four of the orderly sergeants, killed and wounded of those companies; when that portion of 
the regiment retired a short distance and were again formed, one of the companies having but four men 
left untouched. 

Lieutenant Colonel Foster with six companies, amounting in all to 160 men, gained the hammock in 
good order, where he was joined by Captain Noel, with the two remaining companies of the 6th infantry, 
and Captain Gillam, of Gentry's volunteers, with a few additional men, and continued to drive the enemy 
for a considerable time, and by a change of front separated his line, and continued to drive him until he 
reached the great Lake Okeechobee, which was in rear of the enemy's position, and on which their 
encampment extended for more than a mile. As soon as I was informed that Captain Allen was advanc­
ing, I ordered the 1st infantry to move to the left, gain the e~1emy's right flank and turn it, which order 
was executed in the promptest manner possible; and as soon as that regiment got in position, the enemy 
gave one fire and retreated, being pursued by the 1st, 4th, and 6th, and some of the volunteers, who had 
joined them, until near night, and until these troops were nearly exhausted, and the enemy driven in all 
directions. 

The action was a severe one, and continued from half-past twelve until after 3 p. m., a part of the 
time very close and severe. We suffered much, having twenty-six killed, and one hundred and twelve 
wounded, among whom are some of our most valuable officers. The hostiles probably suffered, all things 
considered, equally with ourselves, they having left ten dead on the ground, besides, doubtless, carrying 
off many more, as is customary with them, when practicable. 

As soon as the enemy were completely broken, I turned my attention to taking care of the wounded. 
To facilitate their removal to my baggage, where I bad ordered an encampment to be formed, I directed 
Captain Taylor to cross over to the spot and employ every individual which he might find there in con­
structing a small foot-way across the swamp. This, with great exertions, was completed in a short time 
after dark, when all the dead and wounded were carried over in litters made for that purpose, with one • 
exception, a private of the 4th infantry, who was killed and could not be found . 

.And here, I trust, I may be permitted to say that I experienced one of the most trying scenes of my 
life; and he who could have looked on it with indifference his nerves must have been very differently 
organized from my own. Besides the killed, among whom were some of my personal friends, there lay 
one hundred and twelve wo\mded officers and soldiers, who had accompanied me 145 miles, most of the 
way through an unexplored wilderness, without guides, who had so gallantly beat the enemy, under my 
orders, in his strongest position, and who had to be conveyed back, through swamps and hammocks, 
from whence we set out, without any apparent means of doing so. This service, however, was encoun­
tered and overcome, and they have been conveyed thus far, and proceeded on to Tampa Bay on rude 
litters constructed with the axe and knife alone, with poles and dry hides, the latter being found in great 
abundance at the encampment of the hostiles. The litters were conveyed on the backs of our weak and 
tottering horses, aided by the balance of the command, with more ease and comfort to the sufferers than 
I could have supposed, and with as much as they could have been in ambulances of the most approved 
and modern construction. 

The day after the battle we remained at our encampment occupied in taking care of the wounded 
and in the sad offices of interring the dead; also in preparing litters for the removal of the wounded, and 
collecting, with a portion of the mounted men, tjle horses aud cattle in the vicinity belonging to the 
enemy, of which we found about one hundred of the former, many of them saddled, and near three hun-
dred of the latter. • 

We left our encampment on the morning of the 27th for the Kissimmee, where I had left my heavy 
baggage, which place we reached about noon on the 28th. After leaving two companies and a few Indians 
to garrison the stockade, which I found nearly completed on my return by that active and vigilant officer, 
Captain Munroe, 4th artillery, I left there the next morning for this place, where I arrived on the 31st, 
and sent forward the wounded next day to Tampa Bay with the 4th and 6th infantry; the former to halt 
at Fort Fraser, remaining here myself with the 1st, in order to make preparations for taking the :field 
again as soon as my horses can be recruited, most of which have been sent to Tampa, and my supplies in 
a sufficient state of forwardness to justify the measure. 

In speaking of the command, I can only say that, so far as the regular troops are concerned, no one 
.could have been more efficiently sustained than I have been from the commencement of the campaign, 
and I am certain tbat they will always be willing and ready to discharge any duty that may be assigned 
them. 

To Lieutenant Colonel Davenport, and the officers and soldiers of the 1st infantry, I feel under many 
obligations for the manner in which they have on all occasions discharged their duty; and, although held 

• in reserve and not brought into battle until nea1· its close, it evinced, by its eagerness to engage and the 
promptness and good order with which they entered the hammock when the order was given for them to 
do so, (is the best evidence,) that they would have sustained their own characters, as well as that of the 
regiment, had it been their fortune to have been placed in the hottest of the battle. 

The 4th infantry, under their.gallant leader, Lieutenant Colonel Foster, was among the first to gain 
the hammock and maintain this position, as well as driving a portion of the enemy before him until he 
arrived on the borders of Lake Okeechobee, which was in their rear, and continued the pursuit until near 
night. Lieutenant Colonel Foster, who was favorably noticed for his gallantry and good conduct iu 
nearly all the· engagements on the Niagara frontier during the late war with Great Britain by bis several 
commanders, .as well as in the different engagements with the Indians in this Territory, never acted a 
inore conspicuous part than in the action of the 25th ultimo. He speaks in the highest terms of the 
conduct of Brevet Major Graham, his second in command, as also the officers and soldiers of the 4th 
infantry who were engaged in the action. Captain Allen, with his two mounted companies of the 4th 
infantry, sustained his usual character for promptness and efficiency. Lieutenant Hooper, of the 4th regi­
ment, was wounded through the arm, but continued in the field, at the head of his company, until the 
termination of the battle. • 

I am not sufficiently master of words to express my admiration of ,the gallantry and steadiness of 
the officers and soldiers of the 6th regiment of infantry. It was their Tortune to bear the brunt of the 
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battle. The report of the killed and wounded, which accompanies this, is more conclusive evidence of 
their merits than anything I can say. After nve companies of this regiment, against which the enemy 
directed the most deadly fire, were nearly cut up-there being only four men left uninjured in one of them, 
and every officer and orderly sergeant of those companies, with one exception, were either killed or 
wounded-Captain Noel, with the remaining two companies, his own company, "K," and Crossmen's, "B," 
commanded by Second Lieutenant Woods, which was the left of the regiment, formed on the right of the 
4th infantry, entered the hammock with that regiment, and continued the fight and the pursuit until its 
termination. It is due to Captain Andrews and Lieutenant Walker to say they commanded two of the 
five companies mentioned above; and they continued to direct them until they were both severely wounded 
and carried from the field-the latter receiving three separate balls. 

The Missouri volunteers, under the command of Colonel Gentry, and Morgan spies, who formed the 
first line, and, of course, were the first engaged, acted as well, or even better, than troops of that descrip­
tion generally do; they received and returned the enemy's fire with spirit for some time, when they broke 
and retired, with the exception of Captain Gillam and a few of his company, and Lieutenant Blakey, also, 
with a fow men, who joined the regulars and acted with them until after the close of the battle, but not 
until they had suffered severely; the commanding officer of the volunteers, Colonel Gentry, being mortally. 
wounded while leading on his men and encouraging them to enter the hammock and come to close quar­
ters with the enemy; his son, an interesting youth, eighteen or nineteen years of age, sergeant major of 
the regiment, was severely wounded at the same moment. 

Captain Childes, Lieutenants Rogers and Flanagan, of Gentry's regiment, acting Major Sconce, and 
Lieutenants Hase and Gordon, of the spies, were wounded while encouraging their men to a discharge 
of their duty. 

The volunteers and spies, having, as before stated, fallen back to the bag·gage, could not again be 
forl)Jed and brought up to the hammock in anything like order; but a number of them crossed l)Ver indi­
vidually, and aided in conveying the wounded across the swamp to the hammock, among whom were 
Captain Curd, and several other officers whose names I do not now recollect. 

To my personal staft~ consisting of First Lieutenant Quartermaster Hill, of the 2d, and First Lieu­
tenant George W. Griffin, 6th infantry-the latter aide-de-camp to Major Ge!ieral Gaines, and a volunteer in 
Florida from his staff-I feel under the greatest obligatious for the promptness and efficiency with which 
they have sustained me throughout the campaign, and more particularly for their good conduct and the 
alacrity with which they aided me and conveyed my orders during the action of the 25th ultimo. 
. Captain Taylor, commissary of subsistence, was ordered to join General Jesup, at Tampa Bay, as 
chief of the subsistence department, and was ordered by him to remain with this column until he, General 
Jesup, joined it. Although no command was assigned Captain Taylor, he greatly exerted himself in 
trying to rally and bring back the volunteers into action, as well as discharging other important duties 
which were assigned him during the action. 

Myself, as well as all who witnessed the attention and ability displayed by Surgeon Satterlee, medical 
director on this side the peninsula, assisted by Assistant Surgeons McLaren and Simpson, of the medical 
staff of the army, and Drs. Hannah and Cooke, of the Missouri volunteers, in ministering to the wounded, 
as well as their uniform kindness to them on all occasions, can never cease to be referred to by me but 
with the most pleasing and grateful recollections. 

The quartermaster's department, under the direction of that efficient officer Major Brant, and his 
assistant, Lieutenant Babbitt, have done everything that could be accomplished to throw forward from 
Tampa Bay, and keep up, supplies of provisions, forage, &c., with the limited means at their disposal; 
.Assistant Commissaries Lieutenants Harrison, stationed at Fort Gardner, and McClure, at Fort Fraser, 
have fully met my expectations in discharge of the various duties connected with their department, as 
well as those assigned them in the quartermaster's department. 

This column in six weeks penetrated l50 miles into the enemy's country, opened roads, and con­
structed bridges and causeways, when necessary, on the greater portion of the route, established two 
depots, and the necessary defences for the s~me, and finally overtook and beat the enemy in his strongest 
position. The results of which movement and battle have been the capture of thirty of the hostiles; the 
coming in and surrendering of more than 150 Indians and negroes, mostly the former, including the chiefs 
Ou-la-too-che, Tus-ta-nug-gee, and other principal men; the capturing and driving out of the country 600 
head of cattle, upwards of 100 head of horses; besides obtaining a thorough knowledge of the country 
through which we operated, a greater portion of which was entirely unknown, except to the enemy. 
Colonel Gentry died a few hours after the battle, much regretted by the army, and will be, doubtless, by 
all who knew him, as his State did not contain a braver man or better citizen. 

It is due to his rank and talents, as well as to his long and important services, that I particularly 
mention Lieutenant Colonel A. R. Thompson, of the 6th infantry, who fell in the discharge of his duty, at 
the head of his regiment. He was in feeble health, brought on by exposure to this climate during the 
past summer, refusing to leave the country while his regiment continued in it. Although he received two 
balls from the fire of the enemy early in the action, which wounded him severely, yet he appeared to dis­
regard them, and continued to give his orders with the same coolness that he wonld have done had his 
regiment been under review, or any other parade duty. Advancing, he received a third ball, which at 
once deprived him of life. His last words were, " keep steady, men, charge the hammock-remember the 
regiment to which you belong." I had known Colonel 'fhompson personally only for a short time, and the 
more I knew of him the more I wished to know, and had his life been spared, our acquaintance, no doubt, 
would have ripened into the closest friendship. Under such circumstances, there are but few, if any, other 
than his bereaved wife, mother, and sisters, who more deeply and sincerely lament his loss, or who will 
longer cherish his memory, than myself. 

Captain Van Swearengen, Lieutenant Brooke, and Lieutenant and .Adjutant Centre, of the same regi­
ment, who fell on that day, had no superiors of their years in the service and in point of chivalry, and 
ranked among the first in the army or nation. Besides their pure and disinterested courage, they pos­
sessed other qualifications, which fitted them to fill the higher grades of their profession, which, no doubt.· 
they would have attained and adorned had their lives been spared. The two former served with me on 
another arduous and trying campaign, and on every occasion, whether in the camp, on the march, or in 
the field of battle, discharged their various duties to my entire satisfaction. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
. Z. TAYLOR, Colonel, Commanding. 

Brig. General R. JONES, .Adjutant 0eneral U. s . .Army, Washington, D. a. 



Report of the killed and wounded of the first brigade, army south of the Withlacoochee, commanded by Colonel Z. Taylor,first infantry, in an engagement with the Indians, on December 25, 
1837, near Lake Okeechobee, Florida. 

Battalion or regiment, 

First infnntry .. , , , , , , . , . , ..... , , , , , , , , . , 

Ft>urth infantry, .... , .................. , 

Sixth infantry , , .. , , , , ..... ,, . , , , , , , , • • • • 

Mou11tcd infantry ................. , .... . 

Missouri volunteers .• , .. , ... , , , , , , , , , , , , 
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lndiane,,,,, •••• ,,,, •••• •••• •••• •••• •••• 
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Lieut, Colonel Wm. Davenport ................. , ...... , .. .. 

Lieut. Colonel J. V, Foster ..................... 1 ...... 1 ...... 1 ...... 1 ...... 1 ...... 1 ...... 1 .. , .. ,I 3 

Lieut. Colonel A. R, Thompson ............... . 15 

3 

16 20 1••••••1••••• I•••••• 
Captain G, W, Allen, 4th infnnlry, .... ., .... , ... , ...... i" , .. , 1 .. , .. ,1, .... •I, ..... 1 ...... , ...... , ...... , ...... , ...... 

Colonel R, Gentry ••••••••••••• •••• ··········••l••··••l••··••l••··••l••··••l••··••l••··••I••···· 

Lieut. Colonel Morgan ......................... 1 ...... 1 ..... 1 ...... 1 ...... 1 1 , ...... , .... .. 2 2 l••••••I••• •• 
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GEO, H, GRIFFIN I First Lieulcnn11t Si:rth I»fa»try, Jlctlng Jlsslslant Jldjulant General, 
Z, TAYLOU1 Colonel, Commanding, 
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Names of killed and v.;ounded in the engagement of December 25, 183'i, with the Indians at Lake Okeechobee 
Florida. 

No. Company. Names and rnnk. Killed, Wounded. 

First ,-egiment of infantry, commanc!ed by Lieut. Colonel William Davenport • 

•• •••. •••• •••• Wood, quartennaster sergeant ..... •••••.•·••• ••••••••• •••••• ••••••••.••• ••••• ••••••••••••• •··••• •• ••••••••••••• 

2 

2 
3 

5 

2 
2 
3 
4 

1 

2 
4 

1 
1 

3 
1 
3 

!l 
5 
8 
9 

!l 

4 
3 
6 
9 

11 
1 
3 
1 
3 
6 
9 

11 

3 
6 
7 

3 
3 

C 
E 

A 
A 
A 
A 
n 
E 
G 
G 
H 

.............. 

.............. .............. 
A 
A 
A 

.............. 
F 
F 
F 
F 
F 
F 
G 
G 
G 
G 
G 

G 
G 
G 

a 
H 
H 
H 
H 
H 
H 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

K 
K 
K 
K 

D 

1 ............. . 
1 
!l 
3 
s 

Powell, musician .......•..................... , ........................ ........... , •.•.. , ...............•....••.. 
Philips and lVilson, privates, of '' F '' .......................... , ................................................ . !l 

Total first infontry ............................................................ , ....................... . 4 

Fourth. regiment of infantry, commanc!cd by Lieut. Colonel Foste.-. 

J. Ilooper, first lieutenant ......................•..... , .................••.••.........• •••• ......•...... -• , ••••.• 
Lutz nnd Stewart, privates • .. , ................ , ................................................... . 2 

Averell, Hamey, and Eves, privates •... , ••.. , ...................... ,., ... •••• .............. •••• ...... ,... .... .... 3 
l\Iahony and Dunning, privates .................................. , .. , , ......................... , ............... , 2 
Shipley and Griffith, privates ........ , ..... , ...... , ••. , . , .... ., .• , ..... , • , •. , ........ ., ., ....... , ...... , •...• , •. , !l 

'Willis and Johnson, privates ................ , .......................... •••••• •••••• •••• ...... ·••••• •••• •••• .... !l 
Carr, Colebom, and Hannah, privates ........ , ..... • •... ...... •••• ...... •••• .... ... • .... ........ .... .... .... .... 3 
Falway, private ............................... •••• ................................................. , .. • • .... .... 1 
Shumard, private ....................... , .......... , ••.• , .. , ................ , • •• .. .. • . • • .. .. .. .. . . . . 1 •.• , , ...... . 
O'Bannon, first sergeant ...•...•..••••• •••••••·•••· •••• •••••• •••• ••••••._. •• •••••• •.•• •••••• •••• •••••· •••• •••••••• 
Dougherty and Drager, privates ...................................................................... •••• ...... .. 
Alkins and ,vbitman, privates ............ , .......................... , .................... , , ............... , •• , •• 

Total fourth infantry ............ , ....................................................... .. 3 

Sixth. regiment of infantry, commanc!ed by Lieut. Colonel oil. R. Th.ompson. 

Alexander R, Thompson, lieutenant colonel ................................... , ............... , •••••. 
John P. Center, adjutant ................................................... ·...... .... ••.•.. •... .... 1 
Sleephack, sergeant major ............. , ................... , ............................................. , ...... . 
Bell, private ........ ,. , ............... , ................................. , .................... , •• •• • • l 
Allworth, corporal ........................................................................................... .. 
Russell, McGillon, and Howard, privates ................................................................. •••• .. .. 
J. Van Swearingen, captain .......... , ............. , ..... , , •. , ... , .......... , .............. , • .. .. • . • l 
Danks, !IIcDonough, and Swift, privates ............................................................. . 3 
Deerman, first sergeant ....•.....................................•........... ................ , .................. . 
Cunningham and Driske, privates ........... , ............ , ....................... •••• ........................... . 
Dermody, Holmes, and Kelly, privates ........... , ..• , .......................................................... . 

Lamn, l\fcFherson, and Snow, privates •••••••• •••••• •••·•••• •••••••••• •••• •••• •••·•• •••••• •••••• •••• •••·•••••••• 
Stanley and Dakes, privates .......... , ........................................................................ .. 
William \Valk er, second lieutenant ............................................................. , , .............. . 
Wakefield, first sergeant ......................................................... , ............................. . 
Allen and Cushman, privates .................... ••••• ............................. , •• .... .... ...... 2 
Gotrney and '\Vinnecke, privates .................................................................... . !l 

Barnet, Ball, and Van Buren, privates ....•...•. •••••• •... •••••.··••••••••• .................•... ••·••• ....•••. •••• 
Dun, Lushon, and Griffiths, privates ..•.. •••• .•. •... ••••• ........•....•..• ••••• .•...•.•. •••• .........•..••..•..• 
Gibson, Harley, and Kennesy, privates ••.•• , ................................................................... .. 
Hoban and Baganier, privates .•.••.••.••..• ••••·.•••••.•••• •. , ••.•. •••••• •. •••• .•..•......... •·•• .... .•..•••. •·•• 
Francis J. Brooke, first lieutenant ..... ,, ................ , •..• ,............. • ............. , • , , • .. .. • • 1 
Daniels, Foster, and Haddock, privates .................................................. , .. .. .. .... .. 3 
Kipp, corpornl ................................................ , ...... , ....... , , .......... , , ........ , .... , ...... . 
Keefer, ll[oran, and Shaw, privates .............................. •••·•• .... ••• ................................. .. 
Spear, Smith, and Daynor, privates .................................. , ................... , .......... , ........... . 
Curtil!, l\lahon, and ll[cKay, privates ..................... , ............. , ....................................... . 
Rogers and llfcDonald, privates .................... , .............. , ................ , ................. , ...... , ... . 
George Andrews, captain ............................ , ........... , ................................... ..... , ..... . 
Todd, firstsergeant ............................................. , .......... •••• ................ •••·•• l 
H;:irris, private ............................. , ..............................................•......... 
C;:iJison, \Vilson, ;:ind De1aney, privates ...... , ... , .. , ................ , .....•..................................... 
l\fcKolVll, Porter, and Connaday, privates••••• .•.•• •••••.•••••••••• •... ••••· •..•......•... •••••• .....•.... •••••. 
Fte.f;h, private..................... .. . . . . . . . ................................................................•... 
Hemmeigs, corporal ••••• •••••• •••••••••• ••••••••••• ••••• ••··•••••••• •••• •••• •• ••••• •••••••.... ••·••• ••••••••••• 
,vreford, first sergeant ......................... , , ........................... , .............. , ....... , .......... .. 
Lecbance, corporal ............... •••••, ••••.......•............•.....•................................•........ 
l\furtough, Ding, and Hodges, privates..... .... .... .. •• •• ..... .... ...... •••• ...... •••• ...... .... .... 3 
Kearney, Slater, and Rose, privates •• , ............ , .................................................. , . ,. ...... .. 

Total sixth infantry , ................................... , ......... , ......... , ... , .... , 20 

.Mo11ntca infantry, cemmanacd by Captain G. W, .11//en,fourth. infantry. 

Little, private ....................... , •• , ....... , ..................... , ........ , ............ , ...... , ..... , • , .... . 

Missouri i,oluntee.-,, commanc!cd by Colonel Rich.ara Gentry. 

Richard Gentry, colonel .................................. , .......................... , • , .................. , ..... . 
R.H. Gentry, •ergeant major ................................ ••·•• ................................... ·••••• ..... , 
Taylor and Drinkard, corporals ••••••.. ,., ... , .... , • , ........ , ............... , .................. , ... , ..... ,. , .... . 
Carman, Warson, and Harker, privates.•••••••••• •... •••••••••••• •.•••..... ••••• .•••• ••••••.......... . ..••.•.••. 
Wilkinson and CotUe, privates • . . • •. . • ..•..•..•..•..•••.. •••••• •• ••. ••• •.•....• ••• ......••..................... 

2 
!l 

19 

1 
3 

!l 

3 

3 
!l 

3 
3 
3 
!l 

3 

3 
3 

2 

3 
3 

3 

55 

1 
2 

3. 
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Names of hilled and wounded in the engagement of December 25, 1837-Continued. 

No. Company. Names and rank. Killed. lVounclcd. 

l 
l 
2 
5 
l 
l 

3 
l 
2 

3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
4 
4 
5 
5 
7 
7 
9 

l •••••••••••••• 
2 

M"issouri volunteers-Continued. 

Vanlandingham, lieutenant .......... .....•..........................•.•.•..•..........•..................•...... 
Martin, first sergeant •...•••.•••..••••...•...•....••...•• •• •••.•...•...•..••..•••..•.••....•••....... •••• •••••••. 
_SimmonE.t, private •....••••••. ••••• •••.•...••...•• ••••••................................ .•. .•.. •••••• 1 

Ballinger and Wilkinson, privates .•..••......•.•••••.••.••.•••.••.•••.•..••.•••.•......•••• •••••• •..••..•••.••.•. 
Youngblood, Baisey, and Southard, privates .•..•.•....•••.•••..•.•.•••........•.. ••••• ••••• •••••, •...•••.•••••••. 
Whitson, bugler ...••..•..•••.•.•.••.•••••....•..•• , ...•.....•..•.......•.•....••••. .' ••.••...••.•••...••.••••••.. 
Clarke, private ••••••••••••••..•••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••• •••• •••••• •••• •••••. ••••·• ••••.• 
James Childs, captain •••.••.......•. ••• •....•.....••• , •••••.....•..•••...••..•..•....••••..••••• ••• ••..•••••..•• 
Benslry, Davis, nnd Po,vers, privates .•.. ·••• .. •·•·•· •·•••• •••• ......•... •··••. •••••• ·••·•. ••·••• •.... ••• .... •••• 
C. B. Rodgers, lieutenant ..•..••....•..............•••••••• •••••· .......•..•.....•.•.••••••••.•.•.•.•.••••••••.•• 
Parrot and Raphel, privates ....•.....•.••••.•••••••.• ••••• ••••••..•••.•..••••••••••••••..•...•••••••••••••••••... 
Jacobs, private •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••.••••• ••••••••••••• ••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••• •••••• 

Total l\Iissouri volunteers ... •••. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... •• ................•......... 

Battalion of •pies, commanded by--~. 

Sconce, acting major...................................................... . ................................... . 
Hase and Gordon, lieutenants •••• •·•••••···••••• ••••••••••••••••••••• •••••• ........ ·••••••··• ... , .... •••••• •••••• 
Jacobs, sergeant ...................... •••••• •... •••••• ............ •••••• .. .. .. .. ..... .... .... ....... 1 

•••• •••• •• •••• Stanley, corporal •............•............ ••••••• .......•.... ••••• •...........•..................... ........•... 

l •••••••••••••• Hamley, private .•...••••..•..•.....•••..•..••••.•••.•.••...•••••••.•..•••••••••••••••••••.•......••• 
2 Hudgins and Neal, privates .......................•............ •••• ...............•.................. ............ 
3 •.•••• , • • • • • • • Elliott, private • . • • • • • • • • • • . • • . • • • . • • • . • • • • • . • . • • • • • • . • • . . . • • • • • • • • . . • • • • • • • • • • . • . • • • • • • • • . . . • . . • • • • • . •.••••••••. 

Total spies •••• •••••• •••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••·••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••• 2 

GEO. H. GRIFFIN, Fint Lieut. Sixth Infantry, .Beting .Buist • .Bdjt. Gen•l. 
Z, TAYLO!ti Commanding. 

2 
3 

3 

2 

26 

l 
2 

2 

7 

25TH CONGRESS. J No. 790. [2D SESSION. 

STATEMENT OF THE -NUMBER OF TROOPS, INCLUDING INDIAN ALLIES, EMPLOYED IN 
THE WAR AGAINST THE SEMINOLE INDIANS IN FLORID.A., AND VARIOUS OTHER 
P ..A.RTICUL..A.RS CONNECTED WITH THAT WAR. 

COlD!UNIOATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 21, 1838, 

WAR DEPARTMENT, February 20, 1838. 
Srn: By a resolution of the Senate of the 29th of December last, this department is required to state: 
I. The number of troops, including allies, which have been employed in the war with the Seminole 

Indians, since its commencement to this time. 
2. The number now in the service. 
3. The authority under and by which allies have been employed, and the terms and conditions upon 

which they do or have served. 
4. The amount of naval force which has been employed upon this service, and whether, and to what 

extent, it has been employed on land. 
5. If steam vessels have been employed, how many, and for what kind of service. 
6. The number of persons employed by the United States that have been killed, or have perished from 

wounds or other causes in the several campaigns. 
7. The entire disbursement made by the United States to carry on this war up to this time. 
8. T4e probable arrearages now due. 
9. The whole number of Seminole population at the cc:>mmencement of hostilities. 
10. The number of warriors then. 
11. The number of warriors killed, and the number taken prisoners by the troops of the United States. 
12. The number that has come in and voluntarily surrendered. 
13. The number of warriors who have emigrated. 
14. The number still remaining. 
15. The number of other classes who have emigrated. 
16. Tlie number still remaining. 
17. The probable number of arms possessed by the Seminoles at the commencement of the war. 
18. 'fhe sources from which they have obtained supplies of ammunition. 
Of these points of inquiry, the 1st, 2d, 6th, 11th, and 12th are answered by the accompanying report 

of the adjutant general to the commanding general of the army, marked A, with as much accuracy as the 
information possessed by the department will allow. 
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The enclosed letter of the Secretary of the Navy, marked B, together with the report of the adjutant 
general, already mentioned, furnish the best information in the posses»ion of the department on the subje.ct 
embraced in the fourth inquiry. 

The 5th inquiry is answered by the accompanying statement, marked C, prepared by the Third 
Auditor. 

Such of the information specified in the 9th, 10th, 13th, 14th, 15th, and 16th points, as could be 
gathered from all the sources accessible to the department, will be found in the report of the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs, herewith transmitted, and marked D. 

In answer to the '1th inquiry, I have the honor to state that the entire disbursement for the purpose 
therein specified, amounted, .at the date of the resolution, to $8,358,955 70, and at this time amounts to 
$1,000,000 more. 

In respect to the 8th inquiry, I remark that all the arrearages due at the date of the resolution have 
since been paid. 

In reply to the 3d inquiry, I have the houor to state that no allies have l..ieen employed by the gov­
ernment during the hostilities with the Seminole Indians. 

This department has no means of obtaining the information required by the 17th and 18th inquiries. 
An answer to this resolution would have been given before this time, had the great press of business, 

and the requisite laborious examinations in the office of the Third .Auditor, permitted that officer to 
complete at an earlier period the statement respecting the steamboat» employed.-

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 

Hon. R. M. JOHNSON, Presw.ent of the Senate. 

A. 

ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE, Washington, January 27, 1838. 
Sm: In compliance with so much of the Senate's resolution of December 29, 1837, as calls for "the 

number of troops, including allies, which have been employed in the war with the Seminole Indians, from 
its commencement to this time," I have to state that the regular force assigned to that service, at first 
inconsiderable, has from time to time been increased to nearly 5,000, and now amounts to about 4,500 
officers and men; but it should not be inferred that the efficient force of the regular army is represented 
by the last-mentioned number, as all the invalids, &c., are included. 

The militia and volunteer force mustered into the service at various periods from the commencement 
of Indian hostilities in Florida is computed to be 15,290, including 900 Indian warriors. 

"The number of troops now in service" may be computed as follows: 

1. Regulars and marines, about ....................................................... . 
2. Militia and volunteers, about ....................................................... . 
3. Sailors, about .................................................................... . 
4. Indians, about. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......................... . 

Total. ................................................................... . 

4,500 
2,855 

100 
178 

'I', 633 

The Georgia mounted volunteers, under General Nelson, supposed to be 1,200 strong, are not included 
in the foregoing statement, returns and muster-rolls of the same not having been received at this office; 
nor should this force, it is thought, be regarded as so much in addition to the above, (7,633,) for, taking 
into consideration the chances of discharges in other volunteer corps, and the casualties incident to the 
general service in Florida, yet unknown at the War Department, it is possible that the force, as repre­
sented by the returns now on file, may not be entirely correct. 

In answer to so much of the same resolution as calls for "the number of persons employed by 
the United States that have been killed, or have perished from wounds or other causes in the several 
campaigns," I have to state, that according to the several reports received at the Adjutant General's 
office, it would appear that 18 officers and 157 men have been killed in action; of which number 14 com­
missioned officers and 139 non-commissioned officers and men were of the regular army, 3 officers and 
12 men of the volunteers and militia, and one Indian officer and six warriors as " allies" in the service 
of the United States. The number reported to have "perished from wounds" is ten. The number that 
have perished from "other causes," ( which may include the effects of the climate,) is about 14 commis­
sioned officers of the regular army, and of the rank and file, it is presumed, a like proportion, which 
cannot at this time be accurately stated. 

The information called for by the same resolution, at the tenth paragraph, expressed in the following 
languag·e: "The number of warriors killed, and the number taken prisoners by the troops of the United 
States, the number that has come in and voluntarily surrendered," cannot be correctly furnished in such 
manner as will correspond with the precise and varied classification of subjects, concerning which 
particular information is required. The answer to this part of the resolution, therefore, can only be given 
in the language found in official communications, which do not, for the most part, separate and specify 
the several classes of Indians which have, from time to time, voluntarily surrendered, been taken prisoners, 
or otherwise fallen into our hands. 

Thus, from the various statements and reports received at the Adjutant General's office, from the 
commencement of Indian hostilities in Florida, in December, 1835, inclusive of November, 1836, it is 
seen that the number of Indians reported to have been killed is 131; the number of Indians, women, 
children, and negroes, taken prisoners within the same period, 15. The number of warriors cannot be 
separated from the mass, and of course cannot, with any accuracy, be specified. 

It may be proper to :cernark, there is reason to believe that the number of Indians reported to have 
been "killed," between the dates above 1,pecified, much exceeds the actual number, which, it is supposed, 
could not have amounted to more than 'l'O or 80. 

In his letter of the 21st of October, 1837, Major General Jesup states that, "my prisoners, since I 
VOL, VII--125 e 
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commenced operations in December last, (1836,) amount to 500 black and red, and about 30 Indians and 
negroes have been killed, by which more than 200 rifles have been silenced." 

By the reports received from the commanding general in I!'lorida, subsequent to his communication 
of the 21st of October, above quoted, it appears that 12'l Indians, negl'Oes, women, and children, have 
been taken by the army, 58 voluntarily surrendered, and 14 warriors killed. 

Respectfully submitted. • - • 

Major General A. iIAco~rn, Commanding-in-chief. 
R. JONES, Adjutant General of the-Army, 

B. 

NAVY DEP,\RWENT, Felwuary 6, 1838. 
Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 30th ultimo, and to state, in 

reply to it, that neariy all the naval force on the West India station has been occasionally employed in 
co-operation with the military forces in Florida since the commencement of hostilities with the Seminole 
Indians, cruising on the coasts of Florida and Cuba for the purposes of preventing supplies to the Indians 
and the removal of property captured by them, and of rendering such aid and succor to the inhabitants 
in that quarter as might be required. The steamers America, Izard, and Major Dade, and the revenue 
cutters Dallas, Washington, Jefferson, and Dexter, were placed under the orders of the commander of the 
West India squadron, ( the former being officered and manned from the vessels of the squadron,) and 
have been actively employed in co-operation with the army. These vessels have been, since the last 
summer, withdrawn from the service, the steamers being turned over to the '\Var Department and the 
revenue cutters restored to the revenue service, at the instance of the heads of the Treasury and '\Var 
Departments. Recently the cutters Jackson and Madison have been placed, by order of the President, 
temporarily under the control of the Secretary of the Navy, and have been ordered to :b'lorida for the 

• purpose of co-operating with the army under the direction of Commodore Dallas. 
Several expeditions on land, composed of seamen and marines belonging to the squadron and com­

manded by officers of the navy, have been undertaken; and Lieutenant Powell, of the navy, with about 
one hundred seamen and .ordinary seamen, is at this time, as you are aware, in command of a similar 
expedition, iu co-operation with the army. The strength of that portion of the marine corps, under the 
command of Colonel Henderson, employed in Florida, it is pr~sumed, will be shown by the returns on 
file in the War Department. The services rendered by it are too well known to you to require a state­
ment of them from me. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. DICKERSON. 

Hon. J. R. POINSETT, Secretary of War. 

C. 

A statement e.xhwiting the nitmher of steam vessels employed in the service of the United States, in the war with 
the Seminole Indians, ascertained from accounts settled and rendered at the office of the Thfrd Auditor; 
prepared in pursuance of the resolutwn of the Senate of the United States of Decemher 29, 1831. 

Steamboat Metamora, chartered June 'l, 1836, at $160 per day; employed in transporting· troops and 
stores until August 9, 1836. 

Steamboat Metamora, chartered in December; 1836, for the trip; employed in transporting troops and 
stores from Fort Mitchell, Alabama, to the Withlacoochee, for $3,000. 

Steamboat Reindeer, chartered June 10, 1836, at $1 'l5 per day; employed in transportation until July 
22, 1836. 

Steamboat Reindeer, chartered September 14, 1836, at $150 per day; employed as above until 
September 25, 1836. 

Steamboat Forrester, chartered December 31, 1836, for a month, or longer period, at $3,500 per month; 
employed in the service of the United States until July 30, 183'l. 

Steamboat Georgian, chartered June l 'l, 1836, at $200 per day; employed in transporting troops and 
stores up and down the Chattahoochee river until J q}y 18, 1836. 

Steamboat Georgian, chartered October 8, 1836, at $250 per day; employed in procuring wood for 
steamboats until October 15, 1836. 

Steamboat Polander, chartered June 20, 1836, at $150 per day; employed in transporting troops and 
stores up and down the Chattahoochee river until July 23, 1836. 

Steamboat Charleston, chartered October 'l, 1836, at $3,'l50 per month; employed in transporting 
troops and stores until November 6, 1836. 

Steamboat Charleston, chartered November 6, 1836, at $4,400 per month: employed in transporting 
troops and stores until September 'l, 183'l. , 

Steamboat Mobile, chartered October 11, 1836, at $450 per day; employed in transporting troops and 
stores until October 22, 1836. 

Steamboat Mobile, chartered December l 'l, 1836, at $465 per day; employed on a voyage from Mobile, 
Alabama, to places in Florid~, in transporting troops and supplies until January 11, 183'l. 

Steamboat James Boatwright, chartered February 18, 1836, at $300 for the trip; employed in trans­
porting troops, &c., from St. Augustine, Florida, to Charleston, South Carolina. 

Steamboat James Boatwright, chartered October 8, 1836, at $1,600 for the trip; employed in trans­
porting horses, mules, wagons, forage, &c., from Charleston, South Carolina, to. Jacksonville and Garey's 
Ferry, Florida. 

Steamboat Santee, chartered Janua1·y 25, 1836, at $100 per day; employed in transporting troops, 
&c., until February 3, 1836. 
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Steamboat Santee, chartered February 3, 1836, at $2,200 per month; employed in transporting troops, 
&c., until August 3, 1836. 

Steamboat Santee, chartered September 28, 1836, at $1,000 for the trip; employed in transporting 
horses, forage, &c., from Charleston, South Carolina, to Garey's Ferry, Florida. . 

Steamboat Santee, chartered October 25, 1836, at $1,500 for the trip; employed in transporting 
supplies from Savannah, Georgia, to Garey's Ferry, Florida. 

Steamboat Santee, chartered November '1, 1836, at $2,100 for the trip; employed in transporting 
horses, forage, &c., from Charleston, South Carolina, to Garey's Ferry, Florida. 

Steamboat Santee, chartered November 13, 1836, at $3,900 per month; employed in transporting 
troops and supplies, &c., until September 13, 183'1. 

Steamboat Henry Crowell, chartered October 18, 1836, at $300 per day; employed in the Seminole 
campaign until February 28, 183'1. 

Steam boat Hyperion, chartered September 16, 1836, at $300 per day; employed in transporting troops 
and supplies until October 18, 1836. . 

Steamboat Hyperion, chartered in May, 183'1, at $1,100 for the trip; employed in transporting troops 
from Apalachicola, Florida, to Columbus, Georgia. 

Steamboat Hyperion, chartered July 8, 183'1, at $1,200 for the trip; employed in transporting public 
stores from St. Mark's to the depot on the Santa Fe river. 

Steamboat Hyperion, chartered Aug·ust 3, 183'1, at $200 per day; employed for similar services until 
Aug·ust 23, 183'1. 

Steamboat Le Flore, chartered 8eptember 21, 1836, at $200 per day; employed in the public service 
until December 26, 1836. 

Steamboat Florida, chartered April 30, 1836, at $1,200 for the trip; employed in transporting troops 
and supplies. 

Steamboat Florida, chartered December 11, 1836, at $100 per day; employed in transporting troops, 
&c., until December 14, 1836. 

Steamboat Florida, chartered March 16, 183'1, at $3,000 per month; employed in transporting troops, 
&c., until August 21, 183'1. 

Steamboat Anna Calhoun, chartered September 13, 1836, at $300 per day, and $50 per day for her_ 
three barges; employed in the service of the United States until October 14, 1836. 

Steamboat .Anna Calhoun, chartered January 26, 183'1, at $400 per day; employed in transporting 
ordnance and ordnance stores until February 12, 183'1. 

Steamboat Richmond, chartered March 8, 1837, at 82,400 for the trip; employed in transporting horses, 
&c., from Augusta, Georgia, to Garey's Ferry, Florida. 

Steamboat Free Trade, chartered March 24, 183'1, at $2,300 for the trip; employed in transporting 
horses, &c., from Augusta, Georgia, to Garey's Ferry, Florida. 

Steamboat-Duncan McRae, chattered March 8, 183'1, at $2,500 for the trip; employed in transporting 
horses, &c., from Aug·usta, Georgia, to Garey's Ferry, Florida. • 

Steamboat Congaree, chartered January 21,_ 183'1, at $100 per day; employed in transporting troops, 
&c., from Post's Ferry to Charleston, South Carolina, until January 28, 1837. 

Steamboat Congaree, chartered in February, 183'1, at $1,500 for the trip; employed in transporting 
troops to Garey's Ferry. 

, Steamboat Cincinnati, chartered January 9, 183'1, at $2,000 per month; employed in transporting 
troops, &c., from Charleston to Garey's Ferry, and thence to Volusia, until February 21, 1837. 

Steamboat Cincinnati, chartered June 15, 183'1, at $4,000 per month; employed in transporting troops, 
&c., until August 15, 1837. . 

Steamboat John McLean, chartered August I, 183'1, at $4,000 per month; employed in the service of 
the United States until September 1, 1837. 

Steamboat Merchant, chartered February 2, 1836, at $450 per day; employed in transporting troops, 
&c., from Port Pontchartrain to Fort Brooke, Florida, until February 21, 1836. 

Steamboat Mel'Chant, chartered March 1, 1836, at $450 per day; employed in transporting troops 
from Mobile to Tampa Bay until March 17, 1836. 

Steamboat Merchant, chartered April 27, 1836, at $8,500 for the trip; employed in transporting troops, 
&c., from Fort Brooke to New Orleans. 

Steamboat Merchant, chartered September 24, 1836, at $450 per day; employed in transporting 
troops, &c., until December 11, 1836. 

Steamboat Merchant, chartered March 24, 183'1, at $10,000 for the trip; employed in transporting 
Indians from Fort Brooke to New Orleans. 

Steamboat Merchant, chartered May 21, 1837, at $150 per day; employed in transporting troops, &c., 
from Fort Brooke to Tampa Bay until June 2, 1837. 

Steamboat John D. Morgan, chartered January 25, 183'1, at $1,500 per monthi employed in the 
service of the United States until March 3, 183'1. 

Steamboat Minerva, chartered May 11, 1836, at $150 per day; employed in the service of the United 
States until May 31, 1836. 

Steamboat Minerva, chartered September 16, 1836, at $300 per day; employed in the service of the 
United States until November 29, 1836. 

Steamboat Tomochicki, chartered April 18, 183'1, at $2'15 per day for the first "thirty" days, and 
$225 per day for every day thereafter employed; employed in the service of the United States until 
August 31, 1837. 

Steamboat Watchman, chartered February 3, 1836, at $450 per day; employed in transporting 
troops, &c., from Port Pontchartrain to Fort Brooke until February 20, 1836. 

Steamboat Watchman, chartered, together with one brig and four sch.:,oners, February 23, 1836, at 
$22,000 for the trii,; employed in transporting troops, &c., from Mobile to Tampa Bay. 

Steamboat Watchman, chartered December 13, 1836, at $450 per day; employed for the transporta­
tion of troops, &c. 

Steamboat Bonnets O'Blue, chartered in November, 1836, ~t $500 for the trip; employed in trans­
porting stores from Mobile to Cedar creek, and back to Mobile. 

Steamboat Comet, chartered in Decembe1·, 1836, at $800 f91· the trip; employed in transporting 
troops, &c., from Claiborne, and arms from Fort Stoddard. 
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Steamboat Commerce, chartered June 9, 1836, at $400 per day for the first "twenty days," and $350 
for each day thereafter employed; used as a transport until July 6, 1836. 

Steamboat Eclipse, chartered December 29, 1836, at $1,400 for the "first month," and $1,000 per 
month for each month thereafter; employed until February 28, 1837, to proceed against Seminole 
Indians. 

Steamboat Etiwan, chartered January 27, 1836, at $130 per day; employed in transporting troops 
from Savannah, Georgia, to St. Augustine, Florida, until February 3, 1836. 

Steamboat Etiwan, chartered February 19, 1836, at $1,500 for the trip; employed in transporting 
troops and supplies from Savannah, Georgia, to Picolata. 

Steamboat Etiwan, chartered May 4, 1836, at $1,200 for the trip; employed in transporting troops 
from St. Augustine, Florida, to Charleston, South Carolina. 

Steamboat Etiwan, chartered in January, 1837, at $100 per day; employed eight days in transport-
ing troops from from Post's Ferry to Charleston, South Carolina. . 

Steamboat Convoy, chartered September 20, 1836, at $280 per day; employed in transporting troops 
from Apalachicola to Tampa Bay until September 30, 1836. 

Steamboat Leon, chartered April 27, 1836, at $6,000 for the trip; employed in transporting troops, 
&c., from Fort Brooke to Mobile. 

Steamboat John Stoney, chartered January 11, 1836, at $60 per day, finding fuel, &c.; employed 
until January 26, 1836. 

Steamboat John Stoney, chartered January 28, 1836, at $3,000 per trip; employed in transporting 
troops, &c., from Charleston, South Carolina, to St. Augustine, Florida. 

Steamboat John Stoney, chartered February 11, 1836, at $1,000 for the trip; employed in transport­
ing troops, &c., from Charleston, South Carolina, to St. Augustine, Florida. 

Steamboat John Stoney, chartered May 5,· 1836, at $1,400 for the trip; employed in transporting 
troops, &c., from Charleston, South Carolina, to St. Augustine, Florida. 

Steamboat John Stoney, chartered August 8, 1836, at $2,300 per month; employed one month for 
similar purposes. 

Steamboat John Stoney, chartered September 8, 1836, at $3,000 per month; employed for similar 
purposes until September 8, 1837. 

Steamboat Cherokee, chartered March 18, 1836, at $1,800 for the trip; employed in transporting 
supplies, &c., from Savannah, Georgia, to Picolata, Florida. • 

Steamboat Cherokee, chartered May 3, 1836, at $192 per day; employed in transporting supplies, &c., 
from Savann_ah, Georgia, to Picolata, Florida, until May 18, 1836. 

Steamboat Cherokee, chartered May 19, 1836, at $1,000 for the trip; employed in transporting troops 
from Savannah to Augusta, Georgia. 

Steamboat Cherokee, chartered August 22, 1837, at $1,215 for the trip; employed in transporting 
troops, &c., from Jacksonville to Garey's Ferry, Florida,. 

Steamboat Tugalo, chartered February 12, 1836, at $1,800 for the trip; employed in transporting 
supplies from Georgia to Jacksonville, Florida. 

Steamboat David Brown, chartered February 3, 1836, at $3,250 for the trip; employed in transporting 
troops and supplies from New Orleans to Tampa Bay. 

Steamboat Irwinton, chartered May 4, 1836, at $1,250 for the trip; employed in transporting troops, 
&c., from Apalachicola to Fort Mitchell. 

Steamboat Dolphin, chartered January 25, 1836, at $1,200 for the trip; employed in transporting 
troops, &c., from Charleston, South Carolina, to St. Augustine, Florida. 

Steamboat Dolphin, chartered February 8, 1836, at $2,750 per month; employed in the service of the 
United States until April 8, 1836. 

Steamboat Dolphin, chartered April 8, 1836, at $2,500 per month; employed in the service of the · 
United States for one month. 

Steamboat Dolphin, chartered May 12, 1836, at $1,150 for the trip; employed in the service of the 
United States. 

Steamboat Dolphin, chartered October 20, 1836, at $100 per day; employed in the service of the 
United States until November 5, 1836. 

Steamboat Dolphin, chartered November 6, 1836, at $4,000 per month; employed in the service of 
the United States for one month. 

Steamboat Dolphin, chartered December 6, 1836, at $4,000 per month; employed in the service of the 
United States until December 17, 1836. 

Steamboat George Washington, chartered February 15, 1836, at $1,300 for the trip; employed in 
transporting stores from Savannah, Georgia, to Picolata, Florida. 

Steamboat George Washington, chartered February 26, 1836, at $1,500 for the trip; employed in the 
service of the United States. 

Steamboat Meridian, chartered September 26, 1836, at $450 per day; employed in transporting 
troops, &c., from New Orleans to the waters in Florida, and continued in the service of the United States 
one hundred and four days. 

Steamboat American, purchased June 10, 1836, for $13,000. 
Steamboat Southron, afterwards called the Major Dade, purchased June 28, 1836, for $13,500. 
Steamboat Yailo Busha, aftei;wards·called the Lieutenant Izard, purchased July 4~ 1836, for $11,000. 
Steamboat General Marion, purchased November 1, 1836, for $15,000. 
Steamboat New Brighton, afterwards called the Poinsett, purchased in August, 1837, for $27,000. 

RECAPITU[..ATION. 

Forty steam vessels, as per list above, found to be "chartered" since the commencement of 
hostilities by the Seminole Indians, were generally employed in the transportation of troops, military 
stores, provisions, horses, mules, Indians, &c. 

In addition to the services rendered, by the foregoing steam vessels, employed under charter, the 
same and many other steam vessels were used and paid freight for purposes similar to the above. 

PETER HAGNER, .Auditor. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Third .Audiior's Office, l!'ebruary 16, 1838. 
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D. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, Office of Indian .Affairs, January 6, 1838. 
Sm: In obedience to your direction, I have the honor to submit a, report on those parts of the 

resolution of the Senate of December 29, 183'r, which have been referred to this office. 
'Ihe whole number of the Seminole population was estimated, at the commencement of hostilities, at 

3,000. No return of the number of warriors was made at that time, but assuming in this as in other 
cases every fifth one to be a warrior, it may be stated at 600. Of the 3,000, 40'r have been removed: 
males of ten years and under twenty-five, 41; of twenty-five and under fifty, 'Tl; over fifty, 19; of other 
classes, 2'r6. 

In a letter from Lieutenant Casey, dated October 16, 1837, the whole number of the population is 
represented to be 5,000; of the warriors, 1,485. 

Very 1·espectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. A. HARRIS, Commissioner. 

Hon. J. R. PornsETr, Secretary of War. 

25TH CONGRESS.] No. 791. [2D SESSION. 

APPLICATION OF MARYL.A.ND FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A NATIONAL JWUNDERY AT 
HAVRE DE GRACE, IN THAT STATE; OF RICHARD B. ALEXANDER, OF ONE AT FOUR­
MILE RUN, IN ALEXANDRIA COUNTY, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA; OF MISSISSIPPI, FOR 
.A MILITARY DEPOT AT COLUMBUS, IN THAT STATE; AND OF ARKANSAS, FOR .AN 
ARSENAL AND SUNDRY FORTIFICATIONS IN THAT STATE. 

C'.JID!UNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 21, 1838. 

A. 

Resolutions of the general assembly of Maryland, in rflation to the establishment of a national foundery at or 
near Havre de Grace, in said State. 

BY THE SENATE. 

FEBRUARY 8, 1838. 
Whereas the President of the United States, in his late annual message, did recommend the estab­

lishment of a national foundery; and whereas it is important to the people of, these United States, and of 
the State of Maryland in particular, that said foundery should be established in a central and convenient 
position; and whereas, in the opinion of this legislature, the town of Havre de Grace; in this State, pos­
sesses those advantages in an eminent degree, being situated at the head of the Chesapeake bay, and at 
the termination of the tide-water canal, now nearly completed, which, by its connexion with the great 
works of the State of Pennsylvania, unites the waters of said bay with the waters of the Mississippi river 
and its tributaries, passing through one of the richest mineral regions in these United States, thereby 
affording the best means for the transportation of the raw material from its deposit to a site at all times 
accessible by sea and by land, and which combines the additional advantage of being remarkable for 
health, and easy of defence against a foreign enemy in time of war: Therefore-

Be it resofred by the general assembly of Maryland, That our senators and representatives in Congress 
be, and they are hereby, requested to call the attention of their respective houses to this subject, and to 
use their best exertions to secure the erection of said foundery at or near Havre de Grace, in this State. 

Resolved, That the governor be, and he is hereby, requested to forward a copy of the a.foregoing pre­
amble and resolutions to our senators and representatives in Congress. 

By order: 
JOSEPH H. NICHOLSON, Olerk. 

We certify that the a.foregoing is a true copy of the preamble and resolutions relative to the estab­
lishment of a national foundery, which were assented to by the general assembly of Maryland, at December 
session, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven. 

Given under our hands, at the city of Annapolis, this 9th day of February, 1838. 
JOSEPH H. NICHOLSON, Clerk of the Senate of Maryland. 
GEORGE G. BREWER, Clerk of the House of Delegates of Maryland. 

Resolutions of a number of citizens of Havre de Grace, in Maryland, in relation to the establishment of a national 
foundery at that place. 

At a large and respectable meeting of the citizens of Havre de Grace, convened at William Smith's 
hotel, on Saturday, the l 'rth of February, 1838, to take into consideration the propriety of memorializing 
Congress on the subject of establishing a national foundery at or near this place, Howes Goldsborough, 
esq., was called to the chair, and W. L Nichol and Robert Gale were appointed secretaries. The object 
of the meeting having been stated by the chairman, it was, on motion of Mr. George Wareham-
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Resolved, That Washington Hall, esq., Doctors William Sappington, Hopkins, and Haughey, Captain 
William W. Virdin, and Messrs. James Sullivan and Robert M. l\Iagraw, be appointed a committee to pre­
pare a preamble and resolutions to be submitted to the meeting, who, after having retired for a short time, 
presented the following: 

Whereas the attention of Congress has been directed, by a resolution of the legislature of the State 
of Maryland, (passed on the 8th instant,) to the town of Havre de Grace, as a site suitable for the estab­
lishment of the national fom1dery recommended by the President of the United States in his last annual 
message; and whereas we believe that this town possesses, in an eminent degree, the advantage of a 
central and conveniPnt position, being situated at the termination of the Susquehannah canal, and thus 
connected with the internal improvements of the neighboring State of Pennsylvania, and with the western 
rivers, and the lakes, and at the head of Chesapeake bay, and on the great line of railroad connecting the 
northern and southern portions of the Union, affording the g·reatest facility for the ti-ansportation of metal 
and coal from the mineral region of Pennsylvania, and of the manufactured article, by sea and land, to all 
parts of the Union. 'rhis town possesses the additional advantages of being remarkably healthy, and easy 
of defence in time of war; abounding also with all the materials necessary for the erection of the works, 
and with the best moulding sand in the country; many of which facts will appear by a reference to a 
report of the survey of the harbor of HavrP de Grace, made by G. W. Hughes, United States civil engineer, 
and presented to Congress at their last session: Therefore-

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this me~ting that the selection of Havre de Grace as the site for said 
foundery will be alike advantageous to the government, and productive of the happiest effects on the 
growth and prosperity of the town. • 

Resolved, That we believe Havre de Grace is, in a great degree, entitled to the preference of the gen­
eral government, having sustained a severe calamity during the late war with Great Britain, from which 
it has not recovered, many of its citizens having received no indemnification for the losses sustained by 
the destruction of their property. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the citizens of this town be tendered to the honorable Senators Buchanan 
and Merrick for the decided stand which they have taken in favor of this location. 

It was, on motion, further . 
Resolved, That Robert Gale and Robert M. Magraw be appointed a committee to convey to Washing­

ton city the proceedings of this meeting. 
Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be signed by the officers, and published. 

HOWES GOLDSBOROUGH, Chairman. 
W. L. NICHOL, RoBERT GALE, Secretaries. 

HAVRE DE GRACE. 

The vast importance this town is destined soon to assume induced Congress to order a survey of its 
harbor with a view of removing a slight obi-truction to its approach. The survey was made late last 
season, and a report made by G. W. Hughes, esq., United States civil engineer, but was not presented in 
time to secure the favorable action of Congress during its late short and hurried session. The estimate 
allows $48,009, exclusive of a dredging machine, for deepening the bed to sixteen feet, which is considered 
sufficient for merchant vessels. Mr. Hughes says: 

"The town of Havre .de Grace is situated on the west side and at the mouth of the Susquehannah 
river. It is built on a beautiful and elevated plain, presenting a fine site for a city, which was at one time, 
indeed, seriously contemplated as the seat of the federal government. 

"At this point it is understood the Susquehannah canal from Columbia will terminate." It is now 
under contract to within three miles of the place, and the residue is expected to be put under contract in 
a few weeks. The excavation is now in progress, and the whole work is expected to be finished in two 
years from its commencement in October last. 

. "When the canal is completed, the g-reat bituminous and anthracite coal regions will send down their 
hundreds of thousands of tons annually. And this consideration alone, if there were none other, would be 
sufficient to ju_stify, and even imperiously demand, this improvement. The annual consumption of coal in 
the Atlantic States is now one million of tons, and increases at the rate of two hundred thousand tons per 
annum, and in less than five years will probably exceed two million of tons per annum. This will give 
empl6yment to hundreds of thousands of persons in different capacities, and will of itself build up a great 
commercial marine, from which the government may draw in times of emergency. These considerations 
are so evidently important, that a mere statement of them is demonstration. 

"The position of Havre de Grace, at the head of Chesapeake bay, and the terminus of the vast chain 
of internal improvement, besides its great commercial advantages, invest it with some importance in a 
military point of view. It would form a convenient post for an arsenal of arms, provisions, and munitions 
of war, and could be effectually defended on the water side by a fort at the head of Spes-D1ic island, six 
miles below the town, which would effectually command the channel. A light-house at the head of the 
island would be a great convenience to navigation, and will be necessary when the trade becomes very 

grea¥~e Susquebannah canal, like the Pennsylvania State canal, of which it is a continuation, will be a 
noble work. _With a water suiface of fifty feet, a depth of five feet, and double locks eighteen by one 
hundred feet, it will admit boats carrying more than one hundred tons of freight. 

An enumeration of the ramifications of this vast chain of internal improvement, such as the world has 
never before seen, wouJd exceed the limits of an advertisement. On the west it connects with the Ohio 
canal at two points, and consequently with Lake Erie at Cleveland, and also, by another canal, with the 
town of Erie, on the same lake. On the north it will intersect the Erie canal, and unite with Lake Ontario 
at Sodus bay, distant from Havre de Grace about two hundred and sixty miles. 

"This canal seems destined to be the outlet or drain of the great west, embracing, in its wide-spread 
arms, vast, rich, and populous countries, whose wants will be supplied through the same channels in return 
for the valuable productions of their labor and capital." 

This chain of intercommunication, thus briefly alluded to, constructed along the Snsquehannah r:ver 
and the regions west of it, comprises, with the exception of the Portage railway, an unbroken line of one 



l838.] NATIONAL FOUNDERY .AT HAVRE DE GR.ACE, ETC. 999 

thousand two hundred and fifty miles of canals, made at a cost of about thirty-two millions of dollars. The 
Susquehannah canal, a short link of but forty-five miles, will unite this inland chain to the Chesapeake, and 
place Havre de Grace in a position for the enjoyment of its immense and valuable trade, which no other 
city can attain. 

The tolls on the Pennsylvania canals the last year exceeded $800,000, and are estimated for this year 
at $1,300,000. 

Even the trade of the river is important, notwithstanding the unfavorable and discouraging circum­
stances under which it is prosecuted. Last year, up to the 1st of November, there· were run on the river 
to tide, 1,100 arks, and 1,400 rafts, valued at about $4,000,000; and had the canal been open, the amount 
of descending produce woul<l. not, probably, have fallen short of $20,000,000. These canals are open so 
much earlier in the spring, and continue open so much later in the fall, that the trade will naturally seek 
this route in preference to any other, and the map will clE>arly show that nature and art have inevitably 
destined Havre de Grace t-0 become the great emporium of the vast regions connected with it. 

The railroad from Philadelphia to Baltimore passes through Havre de Grace. The cars are now 
running daily from Wilmington to Baltimore. From Wilmington to Philadelphia the road will be finished 
this season. 

lj; would, at the first view, seem singular that the advantages of this place should have been overlooked, 
or not justly appreciated by the public, who are usually clear-sighted in perceiving any new commercial 
advantages, or in improving those already known. But the surprise ceases when we consider the tenacity 
of opinion so frequently evinced in favor of our own residence, where we have invested our property and 
have the necessary facilities for business; there we are apt to flatter ourselves the business will come, 
although a more convenient mart should be opened for it. 

That this is eminently the case in the present instance will be readily seen by those of clear discern­
ment. 

The citizens of New York have not had their attention directed that way, or if they have thought of 
the matter at all, have supposed the location too remote to have any influence on their prosperity; whereas 
it is intimately connected with it, either as a rival in the great trade of the interior, or as an auxiliary 
of the first importance. 

The descending trade of the Susquehannah river and canals is now almost equal to the trade of all 
the New York canals, and will, in a short time, surpass them; even exclusive of coal, of which, probably, 
will come to Havre de Grace 1,000,000 of tons annually; giving employment to thousands of vessels 
in that branch of business alone, and the whole trade surpassing in magnitude that of any city in the 
Union, with the exception of New York and New Orleans. This great chain of canals will be the chosen 
avenue for the ascending trade, and goods will equally seek it, whether purchased at Havre de Grace, in 
this city, or elsewhere. . 

Philadelphia and Baltimore will be essentially affected by the opening of the canal to the tide, but the 
event seems to be erroneously viewed by both. 

The former relies on retaining the trade by means of her railroad and the Union canal, as well as by a 
cil'Cuitous route through the Chesapeake and Delaware canal. 

This latter route can, indeed, be performed at much less expense than either of the others, but yet at 
a cost quite equal to a voyage by sea, and nearly equal to the passage to New York by way of the Raritan 
canal. 

Baltimore not only expects to retain the Susquehannah trade that she now has, and which is of vital 
importance to her, but she expects to draw to herself the greatest portion of that which Philadelphia now 
enjoys, and hopes greatly to increase. • 

Baltimore expects this; because twelve hundred and fifty miles of canals debouche into the Chesapeake 
at Havre de Grace. • 

But she seems to overlook that Havre de Grace is, by water, sixty miles north of her, with as good 
a port as her own, and quite as accessible at all seasons; that the transhipment of commodities from one 
port to the other will in almost any case be preposterous and in some cases impracticable, such, for in­
stance, as coal and lumber, which, being articles of great bulk and comparatively small value, will no_t 
bear extra charges. These two great articles being fixed at Havre de Grace, it necessarily and incidentally 
follows that these will determine the location of the whole trade at that port. 

Goods cannot be transhipped to Baltimore or elsewhe1·e without expense; this will be equally felt on 
the return freight, and the time has come, and is likely to continue, when commerce will not incur unneces-
sarily heavy and ever-accruing expenses. • 

.As certain as effect follows cause, so certain is it that Havre de Grace must become a city of th~ first 
commercial importance, and that, too, in an unprecedented short space of time. The circumstances under 
which it comes into being are without a parallel in the history of the world. 

MertV>rial of a nv,niber of citizens of Maryland, praying the establishment of a national founderi.J at Havre de 
• Grace, in said State. 

To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives in Congress assembled: 
The undersigned citizens of the State of Maryland, or interested in property therein, beg leave to call 

the attention of Congress to the town of Havre de Grace, in the county of Harford, in said State, as a 
situation admirably calculated for the establishment of the foundery referred to by the President. 

The harbor, bay, and Susquehannah river was recently surveyed by G. W. Hughes, esq., Unitec;l 
States civil engineer, undet· the direction of the Secretary of War, and a copy of his report was communi~ 
cated to the House of Representatives by the Secretary of ·war on the 2d of February, 183'1, and we beg 
now to lay before you a printed extract of the same, (seepage 998,) and from which it will be seen he refers 
to Havre de Grace as a situation "invested with some importance in a military point of view." 

'l'here is now in the course of construction a canal from Columbia, in Pennsylvania, to Havre de 
Grace, which will be completed, as is supposed, and ready for use by the 1st of April, 1839, and which 
opens a direct communication to the richest mineral section of the State of Pennsylvania, at all times 
insuring a plentiful supply of iron and coal at an expense for transp9rtation much less than it could be 
furnished at any point of the Union, which is capable of being made, at a small outlay, accessible at all 
seasons of the year by ships or vessels of any burden. 
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By reference to a map of the United States and the statistics of public improvements, it will be seen 
that there are about thirteen hundred miles of canal and railroad already constructed, and in the course of 
construction, connected with Havre de Grace, which would afford to the government the means of trans­
porting cannon and munitions of war, after manufactured, to various and remote parts of the Union with 
greater facility and less expense than from any other point at which a foundery could advantageously be 
established within the knowledge of the undersigned. 

The canals and railroads referred to are the routes following: 
Miles. 

The Susquehannah canal, from Havre de Grace to Columbia...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 
Grand Pennsyh-ania canal, with thirty-seven miles of railroad, from Columbia to Pittsburg. . . . . . 313 
Middle division Pennsylvania canal, from Juniatta river to tl!e south boundary of New York.... 204 
From the southern boundary of New York, by the way of Chemung canal, Seneca lake, to Great 

Sodus .. bay,'on Lake Ontario........................................................ 61 
From the Erie canal, where it connects with Chemung canal, gives an east and west distance of. 365 
From Northumberland, along the west branch of the Snsquehannah, to Bald Eagle creek....... 68 
The cross cut canal from Pittsburg, to connect with the Ohio canal at Massillon, Ohio, say. . . . 80 
The branch of the last:canal. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 
The connexion of the last canal with the Ohio canal gives an east and west distance of the whole 

length of Ohio canal, say. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 306 
A few miles of navigation on Lake Erie, from Cleveland, bring us to the Wabash and Erie canal, 

which traverses the State of Indiana for. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 300 

Making. . . ....................................................... _. . . . . . . . . 1, 'l7'l 

In addition to the canal and railroads referred to, it is known to Congress that there will soon be a 
continuous line of railroad from New York to Havre de Grace, which affords a connexion for the officers of 
the government to visit the public works, if they should be established at Havre de Grace. 

The favorable position of this place, in many other points of view, originally led to its examination 
and survey for the seat of the general government. 

It seems, then, to the undersigned, that Congress will take into consideration the following properties 
in favor of erecting the public work in question at Havre de Grace: 

1. Its proximity to the richest mineral regions- of the United States. 
2. The facility of transportation of all raw material necessary for manufacturing purposes. 
3. A like facility for transporting to any part of the Union the manufactured articles wanted by tho 

government. 
4. Its accessibility by sea at all seasons of the year. • 
5. Climate, cheapn_ess of living and of labor, is worthy of cousideration, as is also the price of the 

land which the government would require for its use. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 
Stevenson Archer. John Christie. 
George vV. Hall. • H. J. S. Archer. 
Thomas Hopkins. Amos Spencer. 
George Moony. "\Villiam F. Evans. 
Ownn Gaffaney. Daniel Chestney. 
William P. Chew. John llf. Crew. 
Parker Mitchen. Jacob Hoke. 
Bernard Mitchell. William B. Paca. 
James Murray. John L. Griffith. 
W. A. Patterson. Timothy Keen. 
Benjamin B. Williams. Aquila Keen. 
W.W. Virdin. Aquilla Baldwin. 
John Stump. James Stephenson. 
H. L. Gale. Benjamin Vandiveer. 
Joseph Smith. J. 0. Relish. 
Alex. Spareen. William Sappington. 
George B. Chamberlain. Gardner Furness. 
John Hopkins. Harry D. Gough. 
Aquila Bailey. ,Tames Amoss. 
Owen Conner. George R. Amoss. 
Littleton Green. James W. "Williams. 
Robert McCullock. J. Reardon. 
Robert Calley. Thomas Taylor. 
Jacob Ergood. J. D. Maulsby. 
Jacob Wareham. A. J. Thomas. 
John Myers. George Wareham. 
Henry Myers. George Bartol. 
Thomas Kelley. Howes Goldsborough. 
B. O'Connor. John Donahoe. 
Henry W. Williams. John Wareham. 
James Gilispey. William P. Smith. 
J. A. Gover. W. P. Brobson. 
R. S. McKindless. John K. Sappington. 
Harrison Courtney. Henry Whittemore. 
Joshua Green. Winston D. Smith. 
George W. Kirk. Barney B. Bartol. 
Amos Singleton. William Boyd. 

Washington Hall. 
John Mitchell. 
Thomas Courtney. 
D. M. Cooly. 
Thomas Courtney. 
Hanson Courtney. 
E. J. Hughes. 
Henry O'Neill. 
James Chesney. 
"William Moore. 
Hollis Courtney. 
Henry Baker. 
George Ergood. 
Thoi;nas Kirby. 
J.B. Stump. 
Allen Anderson. 
Samuel B. Silver. 
John Dougherty. 
James Stephenson, jr. 
Otho Scott. 
Richat·d S. Gallior. 
Thomas J. Loplin. 
T. D. Anderson. 
Edward Mitchell. 
Thomas Sadler 
S. J. Ramsey. 
Matthew Howlett. 
Reuben Thompson. 
William C. Pennington. 
W. J. Benjamin. 
Thomas Moffit.. 
William McGarrey. 
A. Rhaads. 
Jacob Tome. 
James Maddox. 
Samuel A. West. 
John Coen. 
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John Brown. 
James Brien. 
Stephen Boyd. 
William R. Brooke. 
Thomas Boyd. 
Septimus Norris. 
John W. Stump. 
.A.mos Gilbert. 
Robert Stephenson. 
R. H. Archer. 
George Stephenson. 
John Richey. 
Joseph C. Parker. 

William M. Jordon. 
Henry P. Sutor. 
John Roberts. 
William Dinsmore. 
Ezra Bailey. 
George W. Barnes. 
Mordecai Barnes. 
George W. Brown. 
Benjamin Mahan, 
Jonathan McVey. 
Thomas Sutor. 
Henry Maul. 
W esl~y W. Levy. 

Edward Ewing. 
William O'Neil1. 
Ezra Reed. 
R. M. Mag·raw. 
Robert Gale. 
Benjamin Silvery. 
Alex. Myers . 
James T. Sullivan. 
George H. Dutton. 
Henry Barnes. 
W. L. Nicoll. 
Joseph C. Carver. 
William B. Paca . 

10<11 

.iJiemorial ef Richard B. Alexander to the honomble the members of the Senate ef the Uniled States i-n Congress 
assembled. 

The memorial of the undersigned respectfully represents to your honorable body, that for a number 
of years the subject of a national foundery for cannon, to be located near the seat of the general gov­
ernment, bas attracted public attention, and been made matter of discussion and inquiry-all who have 
turned their attention to it agreeing in the value and expediency of such an institution. In the last 
annual message of the President of the United States to Congress, he says: "'rhe creation of a national 
foundery for cannon in the service of the army and navy of the United States has been heretofore recom­
mended, and appears to be required, in order to place our ordnance on an equal footing with that of other 
countries, and to enable that branch of the service to control the prices of those articles and graduate the 
supplies to the wants of the government, as well as to regulate their quality and insure their uniformity. 
The same reasons induce me to recommend the erection of a manufactory for gunpowder, to be under the 
direction of the Ordnance office." 

To this strong recommendation of both these important measures your memorialist respectfully begs 
leave now to direct your most serious consideration, whilst he lays before you some facts concerning the 
most suitable and eligible situation for the proposed foundery and manufactory. The site which is pro­
posed for survey and examination is the Columbian Factory Mills, on Four-Mile creek, in the county of 
Alexandria, and District of Columbia. This location combines every advantage which can be required. 
It is in the District of Columbia, the territory exclusively under the control of Congress; it is but three 
and a half miles from Washington city, and within one mile of the Potomac river; transportation from it 
to the United States arsenal, the navy yard, or the channel of the river, is easy and convenient. The 
situation is healthy and retired. In short, it is believed that no place could be selected combining so 
many advantages. There are various large and commodious buildings already erected, which your memo­
rialist has presented drawings of, together with a map of the adjacent country, to the Secretary of War, 
both of which be respectfully begs that you will examine. These will show that government, at com­
paratively small expense, can repair the buildings and turn them into such as will be suitable. They 
consist of-

lst.. The factory, a large three-and-a-half-story brick building, the dimensions 54 feet by 37, the wall 
20 inches thick, with a large water-wheel and other machinery, which could easily be made suitable for 
boring cannon. 

2d. The mill, a large two-story building, the basement story of stone, the superstructure a frame 
building, measuring 53 feet by 34, and running two pairs of burrstones, which could, at little expense, 
be converted into a powder manufactory. 

3d . .A. large two-story brick building, with four rooms on a floor. 
4th. 'l'he old mill, a large two-story brick building, much out of repair. 
5th . .A. large two-story frame building, 50 feet by 24, with four rooms on a floor. 
6th. A commodious two-story brick dwelling. 
It is presumed that these various buildings will be found to be so constructed and arranged as to 

answer most admirably for the purposes of a manufactory and foundery. These mills are situated, as 
before remarked, on Four-Mile creek, which is navigable for scows and longboats to within seventy or 
eighty yards of the buildings, and, by opening and cleaning out the old canal, they can load and unload 
at the mill, as they did a few years since. At high tides the water flows up to the mill. The distance to 
the Alexandria lateral canal is about half a mile, either by land or water, and about the same distance to 
the Alexandria and Washington turnpike. The stream is abundant and never failing, and sufficient to 
drive four or five pairs of burrstones. The height of the fall is forty feet, and length of the mill-race 
about half a mile; the water, it will be observed, being thus equal to all the wants of a cannon foundery 
and powder factory. There are several springs of very fine water adjacent to the mills, and the neigh­
borhood is considered very healthy. Your memorialist further remarks that the fact of the contiguity of 
the mills to the Alexandria lateral canal, a branch of the Chesapeake and Ohio canal, will strike you as 
important, in view of the facility with which iron ore from tho Alleghany region can thus be brought to 
the foundery. It is believed, also, that no site in the District or elsewhere could be selected as conve­
nient and safe for the proposed powder factory as this. It is surrounded by hills, and there are several 
deep ravines, where magazines could be built without danger to the Columbian mills and neighboring 
houses from explosion. One of these ravines is situated on the line of the mill-race, where a powder fac­
tory might be erected, were it deemed expedient to place it at a distance from the Columbian mills. 
Indeed, the more the situation is examined, the more conveniences, advantages, and facilities for the 
proposed establishments it will be found to possess. It only requires the report of competent engineers 
to satisfy you of the facts here stated, and many more which might be mentioned; and your memorialist, 
therefore, respectfully asks that it may be surveyed by government engineers, to make a report to you. 
He also requests that this memorial may be referred to the Military Committee, the intelligent members 
of which might, from personal examination, (it being neat· and convenient,) satisfy themselves of the 
facts here set forth. 
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In addition to what has been already stated by your memorialist, he would respectfully beg leave 
further to remark to your honorable body that the site proposed by him for a national foundery for cannon 
and a national factory for gunpowder not only combines all the advantages required for such establish­
ments, but it has the decided advantage of cheapness and economy over all other places in the District 
or elsewhere, resulting from the location of both establishments at the same place, and requiring the pur­
chase of but one tract of land, with all the buildings necessary for both already erected, and, consequently, 
the saving of time, labor, and expense to the government would be very considerable, and that both estab­
lishments might be carried into operation without interfering with each other, and without the unavoidable 
delay that would necessarily be produced by the long and tedious process of building. 

The lot on which the ColumlJian factory stands contains 3'l½ acres, and the farm adjoining 260 acres, 
the whole or any part of which your memorialist offers to the government for either or both of the national 
purposes here mentioned at a fair and reasonable price. 

• RICHARD B. ALEXANDER. 
FEBRUARY 12, 1838. 

N OTE.-A drawing of the buildings and.:.a-map. of the.surrounding country is in tho possession of the 
Secretary. of War, to both of which you will please refer. 

Resolution of the legislature of JJlississiwi, to obtain the establishment of a military depot at or near Oolumbus, 
. on the Tombigbee river. • 

Resolved by the legislature of the State of Mississfjpi, That our senators in Congress be instructed, and 
our representatives requested, to desire the government of the United States to establish a military depot 
at or near Columbus, on the Tombigbee river, in this State. • 

Resolved, That his excellency Charles Lynch be requested to furnish our delegation in Congress with 
a copy of this resolution. 

JOHN L. IRVIN, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
JOHN A. QUITMAN, President of the Senate. 

Approved February 2'l, 1836. 
CHARLES LYNCH. 

I certify the foregoing to be a true copy of the original resolution, as is now on file in my office. 
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, at the town of Jackson, the 2d February, 1836. 

• B. W. BENSON, Secretary of State. 

IN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, January 4, 183'1. 

The Committee on MilitanJ .Affairs, to whom wa.~ referred the resolution of the legislature of the State of 11Iis­
sissiJYPi, instructing the senators and requesting the representatives from that State to obtain from the general 
government the establishment of a military depot at or near Oolumbus, on the Tombigbee river, in said State, 
report: 

That they have duly considered the subject of the said resolution, and are of opinion that there are 
st.rong and decisive reasons for granting the request as asked; but that a separate bill is not necessary, 
as _the bill to establish arsenals in States where there are none yet established, includes the State of 
Mississippi, and proposes the establishment of an· arsenal there. 

Memorial of the legislature of Arkansas, asking an appropriation for a line ef fortifications alrmg the western 
boundary rj that State, and the establishment of an arsenal. 

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States : 
The memorial of the general assembly of the State of Arkansas respectfully represents: That, owing 

to the great accession of Indians immediately bordering on the western boundary of our State, and to the 
fact that a foreign power adjoins our southern boundary, the State of Arkansas occupies a more exposed 
situation than any other State in the Union. But thinly inhabited, we live, as a frontier people, in a con­
stant state of dread and alarm lest the war-whoop or battle-cry may be sounded through our land. 
Exposed as we are, in our present defenceless situation, if we were attacked either by the Mexicans or 
Indians, we would be entirely overrun before we could receive aid or succor from the adjoining States. 

,. We have, therefore, felt it to be our duty to submit to the American Congress our views in relation 
to this important subject, and respectfully request for them a calm and deliberate consideration. We 
entirely approve of the establishment of a military road from St: Peter's to the Sabine, and the erection 
of strong works within a convenient distance of each other upon the road. We would recommend, how­
ever, that the works be so constructed as to afford a place of refuge for the inhabitants, as well as works 
of attack and defence. We would also recommend that the forts be made of durable materials, and built 
upon a large scale, as the time may come when those forts will have to be occupied by large bodies of 
troops, and,be the points from which the most extensive military operations may be carried on. We 
would, therefore, respectfully ask that an appropriation of two hundred thousand dollars be made for the 
construction of the fortifications on the western frontier of Arkansas, as follows: say erect a work at or 
near the northwest-corner of this State, to cost from fifty to seventy-five thousand dollars; one at a suitable 
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point intermediate between the northwest corner of the State and the Arkansas river, to cost from twenty­
five to thirty thousand dollars; a work at some eligible point on Red river, to cost about fifty thousand 
dollars; a work at some suitable point on the Sulphur fork of Red river, to cost about twenty-five thousand 
dollars; and, also, a fort, to cost from fifty to seventy-five thousand dollars, at some eligible point on the 
Sabine. The erection of these forts would secure the protection of this State from Indian depredations, 
and be a shield against any foreign power that might wage war against the government from the south or 
west, and also enable the general government more effectually to carry into effect the several treaties with 
Indian tribes on our western frontier. 

Your memorialist would also respectfully represent that they highly approve of the erection and 
establishment of a public arsenal at or near Little Rock. They would suggest, however, the propriety of 
'this work being constructed upon the most extensive pla.n, and that it be built with a view at a future 
day of connecting with it the necessary works for the manufacture of arms. No section of the United 
States can afford more abundant means and facilities for such a work than the country contiguous to Little 
Rock. We therefore pray that such further appropriation may be made as the extent of the work, and 
the object in contemplation, may make necessary. 

In considering the various means of protection which our situation calls upon us to provide, we have 
been led to believe that it would be in the power of Congress, by holding out sufficient inducements, so 
to increase the settlement upon our frontier as to obtain a dense population of brave defenders of our 
homes and firesides in all the counties of this State bordering upon the frontier. This may be done 
either by donations of land to the actual settlers, to be granted conditionally, the title not to be given to 
the occupant until after a residence of five or more years; or, if this cannot be done, then by a grant of 
pre-emption right to all settlers, with the privilege to hold possession of their lands, and not be required 
to make the entry for a limited term of years. 

And, in conclusion, your memorialists would respectfully represent that the late arrivals of disaffected 
and hostile Indians, from the Seminole, Creek, and Cherokee nations, on our western frontier, there are 
strong reasons to apprehend that those Indians will unite with other nations, and commence hostilities on 
the western frontier of this State; and to be prepared to meet this emergency, your memorialists would 
urgently and respectfully recommend that an additional regiment of mounted dragoons be stationed on 
the western frontier of this State, until such fortifications for defence be erected as Congress may deem 
expedient. 

JOHN WILSON, Speaker of the House ef Representatives. 
SAMUEL C. ROANE, President qf the Senate. 

Approved October 20, 1836. 
J. S. CONWAY. 

25TH CONGRESS.] No. 792. [2D SESSION. 

ON CLAIM OF A SERGEANT OF TENNESSEE VOLUNTEERS, WHO SERVED ONE MONTH 
AND TWENTY-THREE DAYS AND WAS DISCHARGED ON ACCOUNT OF SICKNESS, FOR 
ONE YEAR'S CLOTHING. 

COIDIUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 23, 1838. 

Mr. McCLELLAND, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of William 
Bloomer, reported : 

'l'he Committee on Military Affairs have bad under consideration the petition of William Bloomer, of 
Hawkins county, Tennessee, who volunteered in the company of Captain David S. Rogers, was mustered in 
service the 8th of July, 1836, and served as first sergeant one month and twenty three days, when he was 
discharged on account of sickness. It is represented, and appears, that the petitioner incurred the same 
expense as other soldiers in the company for clothing, who were allowed pay for one year's clothing. The 
committee recommend that the petitioner be allowed one-half the amount of his year's clothing, deducting 
the amount allowed and paid for one month and twenty-three days, while he was in service; and report a 
bill accordingly. 

25TH CONGRESS.] No. 793. [2D SESSION. 

REPORT OF THE SURVEY, ESTIMATE, AND DRAWING OF A MILITARY ROAD FROM SAGI­
NAW TO MACKINAC, MICHIGAN. 

C0illfO'NICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 26, 1838. 

DEPAR'rllENT OF WAR, February 23, 1838. 
Sm: The copy of the report and map of the survey of the military road from Saginaw to Mackinac, 

called for by a resolution of the Senate of the 19th instant, are herewith respectfully transmitted. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

J. R. POINSETT. 
Hon. R. M. JOHNSON, Pre,,ident of the Senate. 
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QUARTERMASTER GENERAL'S OFFICE, Washington, February 23, 1838. 
Sm: In compliance with your order accompanying the resolution of the Senate of the 19th instant, I 

have the honor to furnish herewith a copy of the report of the survey made by Lieutenant Poole of a 
military road from Saginaw to Mackinac, together with the original map of the same, which cannot be 
conveniently copied for want of the adequate force in this office. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
1'. CROSS, .Acting Quartermaster General. 

Hon. J. R. J'ornsETT, Secretary C!f. War, Wo,'lhington. • 

DETROIT, Sr-ptember 30, 1835. 
Sm: I have the honor to report that the survey of the route from Saginaw to :Mackinac is completed, 

and to submit herewith a map of the route selected, with an estimate of the cost of opening the road. 
This route was to· be traced through a trackless wilderness nearly two hundred miles in extent, about 

which nothing was known, but that it presented obstacles of an unusually formidable character. That 
portion of it which is between Sag·inaw and the river Au Sable was represented to be an uninterrupted 
succession of windfalls, thickets, and swamps. Such has been the impression of the serious nature of the 
obstructions to traversing this region that the Mackinac mail has, up to this time, I.Jeen carried by the 
very tedious and circuitous route of the shores of Saginaw bay and Lake Huron, no person having been 
found sufficiently hardy and adventurous to attempt the passage of the interior. 

In undertaking to trace the line of a road through such a country, a general reconnaissance being 
impracticable, for men could not carry a sufficient quantity of provisions to subsist them from one 
extremity to the other, the only course that could be pursued was to carry on at the same time the recon­
noissance and survey, pushing the former as fast as possible in advance of the latter. 

While all the information that could be obtained led to the belief that the road should follow the 
general course of the Titabawassee, it was desirable to cut off its large bends, and a route indicated by 
the Indians, lrading directly to a point of the river called the Upper Fork, opposite the thirty-eighth 
mile stake of the line, was adopted in preference to following the river. It is thought-, however, as stated 
in a former commuuication, that more favorable ground would be found by running, fo1· the first twenty 
miles, a line nearer to the river than that reported. 

l!'rom the Upper Fork the location was continued in the manner above stated as far as the river Au 
Sable. The arrangements made for supplying the party with provisions having failed to meet its wants, 
it became necessary to discontinue the survey at that point and penetrate a forced march to Mackinac. 
By examinations made during this journey, and subsequently, the general course of the remaining· por­
tion of the line was fixed, and a part of it was surveyed before the close of the last season. All the 
difficulties of the work having been overcome then, a few weeks of this summer past sufficed to com­
plete it. 

1'he accompanying map explains itself, and presents so full and minute a representation of the topo­
graphical features of the country through which the route is traced, that only a very general description 
of it is believed to be required in this report. . 

On leaving Saginaw, the line crosses a succession of low ridges of a rich soil and heavily timbered, 
separated by swales, which are overflowed in the wet season. The angles in the line were made in order 
to pass these swales at the narrowest places. This sort of land continues to the fourteenth mile, from 
whence, to the fortieth mile, the line follows the course of a series of low ridges, in many places but little 

·more than wide enough for the road, and very much obstructed by windfalls and thickets, with tamarack 
and black ash swamps on each side. The soil on the ridges is invariably a light sand throughout the 
remainder of the route. The timber is chiefly pine and hemlock, with an occasional intermixture of nearly 
all the varieties ot' bard wood. A slight alteration bas been made upon the thirty-fifth mile, which there 
was no opportunity of making upon the ground; instead of following the circuitous course run, a line is 
drawn directly from stake 157 to stake 162; the stakes being marked with their appropriate numbers, 
there will be no difficulty in making this correction. 

From the fortieth to the fifty-first mile the line is traced upon a high ridge which forms the east bank 
of the Titabawassee, and separates it from extensive swamps 'fhicb skirt the river at the distance of a 
few rods from it. This ridge is covered with windfalls and thickets of an almost impervious character. 
The ravines which are here crossed would require grading to render them passable for wagons; but no 
estimate having been required for this purpose, none is rendered for any part of the line. On the fiftieth 
mile a river thirty feet wide and three and a half deep is crossed. 

From the fifty-first mile the line passes over a fl.at table land,-elevated some sixty feet above the level 
. of the riv-er, with pine and hemlock ground, cedar thickets, and tamarack and alder swamps, nearly upon 

the same level. On the sixty-first mile it crosses one branch of the Titabawassee, which is here but one 
and· a half rod wide and one and a half foot deep, and on the sixty-fifth mile it touches another branch of 
the same stream. From this point to Rifle river the ridges sustain the principal varieties of hard timber 
which indicate a strong soil. The seventy-first mile crosses a small stream which, the Indians say, is the 
head of the left branch of the Titabawassee. Upon the seventy-second and seventy-third miles the land 
is high and broken . 

. The country for, the first four miles north of Rifle river, is nearly all swamps; though, by following 
the ridges which intersperse the swamps, the line actually traverses but a comparatively small portion of 
wet ground; thence to the river Au Sable, a high, undulating district is passed, covered with groves of 
yellow and pitch pine, and dense thickets of pitch pine brushwood. 

The Au Sable is a large and rapid stream, being, where the line crosses it, nearly thirteen rods wide 
and one and a half to three feet deep. Its width and rapid current render it impracticable to throw any­
thing across it which would stand, and which could be accomplished within an expense deemed admissible; 
it is, therefore, left to be crossed by a ferry during the spring freshets, it being fordable at other seasons. 

Between this river and the Skootawargurmish the country is high, undulating, and barren, sustaining 
a light growth of yellow and pitch pine, interspersed with thickets of brushwood, with oecasional belts 
Qf hard thnber. On the sixty-eighth mile from Dousman's mill, the northern extremity of the line, Thunder 
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Bay river is crossed near its source, and on the sixty-fourth mile another stream, supposed to be Sandy 
river. 

The Skootawargurmish is a tributary of the Chiboigon, and empties into that stream about four miles 
from its mouth. Where the line crosses it it is fom; rods wide and three and a half feet deep; and has a 
rapid current. The space between this river and the strait of Mackinac is divided between large cedar 
swamps and undulating ridges, covered with a heavy growth of hard timber mixed with hemlock and 
cedar. On the thirty-third mile a river is crossed three rods wide and three feet deep, with a rapid 

• current. On the seventeenth mile the line crosses the Chiboigon at the foot of Tche-Sauguiguee or 
Long lake. This river jg ten rods wide and twelve feet deep, and has a very strong current. The 
expense of bridging it being inadmissible, it is left to be crossed by a ferry. 

An attempt was made to cut off the bend in the line near the mill, but it was found that a direct 
course for the first four miles would traverse an almost continuous swamp. 

It jg impossible to convey an adequate idea of the extent and severity of the labors attending the 
selection of the route upon which this line has been traced. The assistants were frequently employed for 
days, and even weeks, in creeping through thickets and windfalls, where walking was quite out of the 
question. The great expense of building causeways, compared with that of merely cutting the timber, 
rendered it necessary that no pains should be spared in seeking to avoid the wet and swampy grounds. 
An inspection of the map will show in what degree this object was accomplished. • 

So little is known of this region that there are no data upon which to found a comparison between 
the route adopted and any others. It can only be said that it is believed it follows as closely the direct 
course between the extreme points as the nature of the country admits. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. POOL, Second Lieutenant 3d Artillery. 

Major HENRY \VRITING, Assistant Quartermaster united States Army. 

Estimate ef the cost ef opening a road, sixteen feet wide, upon the route surveyed from Saginaw to Mackinac; 
the timber to be cut ei:en with the ground, except where causeway is lo be laid, and there grubbed; the u·et 
places to be cause:i,vayed uith poles and earth and hewed logs, with hand-rails attached, to be thrown across 
the streams. The bolt-Oms ef the streams being generally hm·d, with the exception ef narrow strips near 
their edges, the strips are to be covered uith plaiforms ef logs. 'l.'he width allowed for the causeway is 
twelve feet; leaving tv:o feet on each side fo1· ditches. The corrections made upon the original line having, 
in some instances, caused the distances between the mile stakes to ·vary from exact miles, in such cases the 
actual distance is put down in a separate column. One dollar per diem is taken as the pi-ice ef labor. 
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Rods. Ft. Rads. Rods. Ft. Rods. 
1 316 06 32 $100 39 320 00 26 ,$100 

2 316 06 38 113 40 320 00 8 63 

3 316 06 60½ 162 41 320 00 4 54 

4 316 06 691- 181 42 320 00 10 67 

5 334 09 601- 164 43 320 00 1 48 

6 320 00 691 181 44 3-20 00 1 48 

7 3-20 00 48¼ 136 45 320 00 33 115 

8 320 00 601 162 46 3'20 00 6 58 
9 320 00 571 156 47 320 00 2 50 

10 3-20 00 27 90 48 320 00 .......... 46 

11 320 00 54 148 49 320 00 .......... 46 

12 320 00 21 77 50 320 00 7 76 Including a log bridge over 
13 320 00 49 139 51 320 00 2 50 river. 
14 320 00 56 152 52 320 00 48 147 

15 320 00 44 130 53 320 00 44 138 

16 320 00 12 61 54 320 oo· 35 119 

17 320 00 21 70 55 320 00 101 68 
18 320 00 33 106 56 3-20 00 13!- 74 
19 3"..0 00 451 13:J 57 320 00 18 84 
20 320 00 53 150 58 320 00 36 122 

21 320 00 106 262 59 320 00 58 168 

22 320 00 2 40 60 320 00 49 149 

23 320 00 7 51 61 320 00 2 66 Including pathway over river, 
24 320 00 8 53 62 320 00 76 206 

25 320 00 18 74 63 320 00 3 52 

26 320 00 24 87 64 320 00 4 54 

Zl 320 00 19£- 77 65 320 OU .......... 50 

28 320 00 10 57 66 3-20 00 .......... 50 

29 320 00 41 45 67 3-20 00 .......... 50 

30 320 00 17 113 68 320 00 18 81 

31 320 00 1 38 69 320 00 35· 119 

3-2 320 00 15 68 70 320 00 22!- 90 

33 3-20 00 9 79 7l 320 00 5 60 

34 3-20 00 •••••••••• 36 72 3-20 00 .......... 40 

35 224 00 115 27! 73 3-20 00 71 62 

36 320 00 10 67 74 3-20 00 15 Tl 
37 320 00 9 65 75 320 00 69 216 Including a lo& bridge over 
38 320 00 13 73 76 :l-20 00 125 314 Rifle river. 



1006 

77 

78 

79 
80 
81 
82 
83 

84 
85 
S6 
87 

88 

89 
90 
91 
92 
93 
94 
95 
96 
97 
98 
99 

100 
101 

88 
l 
2 
3 

4 

5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 

11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
]6 

17 
]8 

19 
20 
21 
22 
23 

24 
25 

26 
27 
28 
29 

30 
31 

Rods. Ft. 
3-20 00 
320 00 
3-20 00 
320 00 
320 00 
3-20 00 
320 00 
320 00 
320 00 
320 00 

320 00 
320 00 
320 00 
320 00 
320 00 
320 00 
320 00 
320 00 
320 00 
320 00 .,,i 

320 00 
3-20 00 
320 00 
320 00 
320 00 
170 13 
320 00 
320 00 
320 '00 

320 00 
320 00 
298 12 
320 00 
320 00 
320 00 
320 00 
3-20 00 
320 00 
320 00 
320 00 
320 00 
320 00 
330 06 
320 00 
320 00 
3"..0 00 

320 00 
320 00 
320 00 
320 00 
320 00 
320 00 
320 00 

320 00 
320 00 
320 00 
320 00 

Rods, 
-68 

23 

2 

18 
12 

42 
50 

20 

8 

16} 

114 

18 

13 

3 

9 
]5 

7½ 
13 

107½ 

It 
22t 
19½ 
39 
8 

106 

MILITARY AFFAIRS. 

Estimate of the cost of opening a road, &c.-Continued. 

$189 
73 
21 

16 
~7 

28 
30 

8 
12 
13 
13 
10 
53 
34 
5 

6 
8 

13 
110 
138 
30 
15 
75 
57 
18 
47 

290 
92 
-27 
60 

36 
46 
36 
43 

36 
36 
36 
56 

69 

52 
65 

36 
271 
28 

85 
76 

119 
58 

274 
36 

42 
38 
36 
36 
:l6 

132 
93 

Remarks, 

From Dousman'• mill, 
Beginning at Dousman•s mill, 

32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
:r7 
38 

39 
40 
41 
42 
43 

44 
45 

Rods. Ft. 
320 00 
320 00 
320 00 
320 00 
320 00 
320 00 
3'20 00 
320 00 
3-20 00 
320 00 

320 00 
319 12 
320 00 

&a,. 
2½ 

34 

14 
8 

82 

l½ 

16 
15 

10 
9 

181-

46 ......................... . 

47 •••••••••••••••• 
48 

6 
-12 

49 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

50 
51 

52 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

53 ................ •••••••••• 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 

59 

60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 

66 
67 
68 

69 

70 
71 
72 

73 
74 
75 
76 

77 
78 

79 
80 
81 
82 
83 

84 
85 
86 
87 
88 

292 00 
275 00 
3:."0 00 
320 00 
320 00 
320 00 
320 00 
320 00 
320 00 
320 00 
320 00 
320 00 
3-20 00 
334 00 

3-20 00 
320 00 
3-20 00 
320 00 
326 10 

3-20 00 
3-20 00 
320 00 
320 00 
320 00 
320 00 
320 00 
320 00 

320 00 
320 00 
306 04 
320 00 
320 00 
320 00 

3-20 00 

21 

3½ 
18 
61 

251-

21¼ 
22 
9 

81-

3 

49 

lOj-

3 
3 
6 

10 

$46 
127 

73 
53 

225 
35 
36 
75 
71 
38 

58 

61 
113 

25 
27 
31 
65 
20 

25 
21 
15 
36 
32 
80 
16 
30 
76 

162 
32 

89 
23 
83 

84 
40 
41 
36 
33 
90 

32 
25 

23 

28 
195 
36 
29 
27 
25 
21 

36 
40 
36 
36 

57 
39 
36 
51 

58 

[No. '193. 

Remarks, 

Includingpathwny over river. 

Including footpath over river, 

Includ'g pathway over Thun­
der Bay river. 

Whole distance: 188 miles, 307 rods, and 7¼ feet. 
Quantity of causeway required, 3,438 rod•. 

Cost of opening the road, according to the above estimates . •••• ....•...................... : .............................. •••. • • ..•.•. • • • 814
1
,,1
4
25
12 

0
00
0 

To which add ten per cent:. for contingencies ................................ ............................ •• .•.....•...... ••.. •. •. . . . . .•. 

Total amount required •••••• •••••••••••• •• ., ............ •••·•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 15,537 00 

B. POOL, Second Lieutenant, Third Jlrlilltry, 
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25TH CONGRESS.] No. 794. [2D SESSION. 

APPLICATION OF LOUISIANA FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A MILITARY FORCE NEAR 
'l'HE CADDO PURCHASE, ON THE SABINE RIVER, IN THAT STATE. 

COIDIUNICATED TO THE SENATE MARCH· 1, 1838. 

RESOLUTION. 

Be it resolved by the senate and house of representatives of the State of Louioiana in general assembly con­
vened, That our senators in Congress be instructed, and our representatives requested, to make every effort 
near the general government to obtain the establishment of a military force, in addition to that already 
in the State of Louisiana, to be stationed upon the river Sabine, near the Caddo purchase, or in its vicinity. 

Be it further resolved, &c., That the governor be requested to transmit copies of this resolution,-as 
soon as possible, to our senators and representatives in Congress. 

JOSEPH WALKER, Spealcer of the House of Representatives. 
• C. DERBIGNY, President of the Senate. 

Approved January T'2, 1838. 
E. D. WHITE, Governor of the State of Louisiana. 
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