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Governor Troup to JJhssrs. Jourdan, Jones, Torrance, and Williamson. 

GENTLEMEN: EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, MILLEDGEVILLE, June 15, 1825. 

You will see, from the broad and comprehensive terms of the resolution subjoined to the report of the 
committee, a copy of which is enclosed, that you are authorized to examine into the conduct of the agent, generally, 
during his continuance in office, and that you are not confined to the charges exhibited against him by the Gov­
ernor of this State. 

Very respectfully, 

Messrs. JouRDAN, JONES, ToRRANCE, and WILLIAMSON, 
Commissioners, o/C, 

Governor Troup to General Sltorter. 

G. M. TROUP. 

SIR: HEAD•Q.UARTERs, MILLEDGEVILLE, June 10, 1825. 

Knowing that, in conformity with general orders, you have taken all the measures in your power to make 
safe the frontiers upon the line of your division, I forward to you supplies of arms and ammunition, which you will 
order to be placed in safe custody, under a responsible officer, at-or near the Indian Springs, the present theatre 
of alarm. You will soon hear that similar supplies are forwarded for General Ware, to whom you will give 
instructions accordingly. Every thing must be kept safely, so that the public suffer no detriment, and whether 
they be used or not. 

Very respectfully, 
G. M. TROUP. 

Major General R. C. SHORTER, Monticello, Georgia. 

Governor Troup to General l-Vare. 

Srn: HEAD-QUARTERS, MILLEDGEVILLE, June 11, 1825. 
You will receive for the public service one hundred and sixty muskets, five thousand two hundred and 

eighty cartridges, two hundred and fifty flints, one hundred pounds of buck shot, and one hundred and sixty cartridge 
boxes; all of which you will be pleased to take the best possible care of. 

Very respectfully, 
G. M. TROUP. 

Brigadier General A. WARE, Fayette County, Georgia. 

General Ware to Governor Troup. 

Srn: FAYETTE CouNTY, FoRT TROUP, July 11, 1825. 
I have received information (which I conceive it my duty to communicate to you) that the citizens are 

intruding and trespassing on the Indians, by taking and conveying off the corn and other property of General 
William McIntosh, together with other frjendly Indians. From a letter I this day received from Colonel Wagnor, 
of De Kalb county, and from the information of others of respectability, I am informed that the whites, citizens of 
this State, are committing depredations, and, in fact, stealing and taking off the property of the Indians on the h~ad 
of Tallapoosa. 

From my situation, I have thought it the most advisable to communicate the above facts to your excellency, 
and elicit your opinion as to the most advisable plan for me to pursue against those intruders, as, in my opinion, I 
deem it necessary that something ought to be done to put a stop to these plundering whites, divested of every 
principle of right and justice. I have sent on this by a friend of mine, Mr. Jones, who was going to Milledgeville, 
and who will hand you this; and permit me to solicit your exceJlency to send me an answer by the bearer. 

\Vith sentiments of esteem, your excellency's obedient servant, 
ALEXANDER WARE. 

To His Excellency G. M. TROUP. 

Governor 1'roup to General Ware. 

Sia: ExECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, MILLEDGEVILLE, July 14, 1825. 
I have received your letter of the 11th instant by Mr. Jones, notifying me of the depredations committed 

by our citizens on the property of the friendly chiefs and others. As the criminal laws of Georgia have been extended 
over that section of country, I wish you to turn over to the solicito rgeneral of your circuit for prosecution the names 
of all persons who, in this respect, have been violating the laws. Be pleased to give this information to Colonel 
Wagnor also. The magistrates ought to be vigilant and active in repressing these disorders, as they are required 
by my proclamation; and you can give them to understand that, whenever a military force shall become necessary 
in aid of the execution of the laws, you will furnish it promptly; and to this effect you had better give orders to yout 
frontier officers. 

Very respectfully, your friend and servant, 
G. M. TROUP. 

Brigadier General ALEX.\NDEn. WARE, Fayetteville, Georgia. 
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REPORT OF THE GEORGIA Co:\U.lISSIONERS IK THE CASE OF THE INDIAN AGENT, DATED JULY 16, 1825. 

Governor Troup to the Georgia Commissioners. 

GENTLEMEN: EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, MILLEDGEVILLE, Ju11e 11, 1825. 
Under the authority of a resolution passed the 11th instant, of which an official copy is herewith furnished, 

you are appointed to receive and examine testimony in the case referred to. As the party concerned disclaims the 
authority of the State to interfere, it is not to be presumed that application will be made to you for leave to cross­
examine: should, however, such application be made, you will not hesitate to grant it, giving timely notice of the 
person to be examined, and the time and place of such examination. You can hold your sessions at the place or 
places most convenient to you. Any three of you will be competent to proceed to business. 

Respectfully, 

To ,v. JOURDAN, ,vM. ,v. ,:vrLLIAMSON, s. JoNES, and ,vl'tI. H. TORRANCE, 
Commissioners. 

Tlie Georgia Commissionei·s to Governor Troup. 

G . .M. TROUP. 

Sm: MILLEDGEVILLE, July 16, 1825. 
On the 26th of June we had the honor to enclose to your excellency copies of the correspondence held at 

the Indian Springs with General Gaines. Your excellency will perceive that the commissioners of Georgia were 
inhibited IJy him from any participation in that council; and, in obedience to their instructions, they entered a protest, 
and without delay set forward for Fort .Mitchell, near Broken Arrow. After o•Jr arrival at that place, we again 
addressed a note (No. 6) to General Gaines, renewing our request and explaining to him our motives and in1e1,­
tions in wishing to attend the council. This did not appear satisfactory to the general, and he adhered to his pre­
vious determination to exclude us from the council as commissioners, while we were left at liberty to attend as other 
individuals, (see No. 7.) \Ve deemed it unnecessary to enter our protest against this refusal; and determined not 
to do so, from a sincere and anxious desire to give no cause of complaint to the general, and to attend the council 
as individuals, that we might avail ourselves of every means within our power of accomplishing the object of our 
appointment. 

After we had prepared our letter 10 General Gaines, (i\o. 6,) and before it had been handed to him, we were 
invited by the general to attend a talk about to be held between him and the Little Prince; (a copy of this talk is 
marked No. 8.) From the anxiety of the special agent, Major Andrews, t.o satisfy the mind of the Little Prince 
as to the suspension of the agent, (Colonel Crowell,) we felt anxious forebodings that we need not expect 10 find in 
him a man who sought only to extend impartial justice to the accused. In the afternoon of the same day, (the 25th 
of June,) we rode to the Asbury Mission, (the Methodist missionary establishment,) to see the Rev. Isaac Smith. 
(whom we proposed to examine as a witness,) to apprize him of that fact, and to ascertain what time would be most 
convenient to him. 

\Vhen we arrived, we found Colonel Crowell, Major Rockwell, his counsel, and Major Anarews, the special 
agent, already there. Being introduced to Mr. Smith, after a short time we informed him of our wish and intention 
to swear and examine him as a witness, and wished to know what time would suit him. His answer was, that any 
time would be convenient to him. \Ve then proposed to make the examination on 1he Monday morning thereafter, 
and inquired of Colonel Crowell (to whom we had written the letter marked No. 5) whether that time would suit 
him; to which he assented. At this time we were asked by Major Andrews whether we and Colonel Crowell had 
mJde any arrangements as to the taking of testimony; to which it was replied, that we had informed each other 
that each should have the opportunity of cross-examining the witnesses examined by the other, and that no other 
arrangement had been made. While these conversations were passing, the gentleman came into the room whom 
we understood to be the Rev. Lee Compere, (the Baptist missionary, and author of the letter to the Southern In­
telligencer;) he was informed that the commissioners would examine him also. Mr. Compere made some objections 
to being sworn, and he was distinctly informed that the law bad provided that the affirmation would be equally 
obligatory with an oath, when any person had conscientious s,;ruples about taking an oath. He would not say he 
had any conscientious scruples about taking an oath, generally, but that he had conscientious scruples about taking 
an unnecessary oath; that he conceived one unnecessary in this case; that he would give a statPment, and that was 
all he presumed Mr. Smith would do; he at last declared he would not swear or affirm to his statement, as he pre­
sumed !tis statement would be sufficient with the President, without an oath or affirmation; but if Major Andrews 
said it was necessary to swear to it, he would do so. Major Andrews was then informed by one of the commis­
sioners that he knew the object of their taking the testimony, and if he would say, in writing, that the statement, 
without oath or affirmation, would be sufficient, the commissioners would be satisfied. To this he replied, that he 
did not know the object for which they were taking testimony; that it was a matter between the commissioners and 
Mr. Compere; and that he must decline saying any thing. He was referred to your letters to him as explanatory of 
our object. He said he did not think those letters did explain it. He did not know whether we intended to lay the 
testimony before the President, the Legislature, or Executive of Georgia, or before a judicial tribunal. He was 
informed that he must know that it could not be intended for a judicial tribunal. Major Andrews persisting in his 
refusal to give an opinion, and believing- the controversy worse than useless, we took our leave. Immediately Oil 

returning to Fort lVfitchell, we wrote Major Andrews the letter No. 9, which remained unanswered till two of the 
commissioners (Jones and Torrance) left that place for Alabama. To persons not present, and particularly thosl:' 
unacquaimed with all the circumstances, this letter may appear harsh, and the insinuations unwarranted; but we 
can assure your excellency that nothing but the most positive conviction could have induced us to take this step. 
Should circumstances have transpired to satisfy us we were wrong, we should most cheerfully have retracted; bu, 
we are sorry, for the interest of Georgia and of truth, we were compelled to declare that subsequent events have 
only confirmed us in the correctness of that opinion. 

In the evening of that day, (the 25th,) two of the commissioners, walking along the public road, met and held 
a casual conversation with Josiah Gray, (a half-breed Indian, and one of the chiefs who had signed the treaty.) 
The next morning we received information that William Hambly, the national interpreter, had told Gray that 
General Gaines was displeased with him and us for holding conversations together, and that he must do so no more. 
From Gray's statement, (l'\o. 24,) you will see what was said to him by the Indians. 
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On the morning of the 26th two of the commissioners walked out, and with them a white man by the name of 
Richards, (a man who had lived in the nation, and had been interpreter to the Seminole Indians,) who had a claim 
against the Creek nation, and who attended at Broken Arrow to have it settled. After he returned from the walk, 
he went into the commissioners' room to show his papers relative to his claim to one of them. After dinner d. 
that day, standing near one of the commissioners, he was asked by him what was the name of an Indian who passed 
by at the time. Upon replying that he did not know, he was requested to ask it. He asked an Indian who 
stood by, and informed the commissioners the Indian lived below. He was then told that the name of the Indian, 
and not his place of residence, was inquired after. Richards then stated that he was willing to give the commis­
sioners any information and assistance in his power, and to oblige them in any way he was able, but that he had 
received an order not to have any intercourse with the commissioners, or to interpret between them and the Indian~ 
for any purpose. He was then asked who gave the orded Was it given by General Gaines? To this he answered, 
the order was not given by General Gaines, but that he had received an order, and begged that no more ques­
tions might be asked him. About this time Colonel 'Williamson joined us, and upon consultation determined to ask 
an interview with General Gaines, from whom we had just received his letter of the 26th, (No. 7,) to assure him 
of the confidence of the Governor of Georgia and of the commissioners in his exertion and determination to 
quiet the disturbances in the nation and reconcile their differences; to state to him the difficulties attending us from 
the interdict which was placed on our communications with the Indian countrymen, (white men living in the na­
tion,) and with the Indians themselves; to detail to him the abo~e circumstances relative to Gray and Richards; and 
to assure him that we would have no intercourse whatever with the Indians until his business was closed, to pre­
vent any misconstruction of our motives and cond!lct, if he (General Gaines) would promise, on his part, that he 
would keep the Indian chiefs there after he was done with them, and give us an opportunity of examining them 
~eparately and apart from each other, before him. He then stated that Major Andrews would wish to examine 
them in council, after he was done, and that he (Major Andrews) suggested the propriety of our drawing up our ir..­
terrogatories, and submitting them to him for his f'Xamination, before they were put to the witnesses. 

He was immediately told by one of our mission that we could not submit to such a requisition from Major 
Andrews; that if he identified himself with Colonel Crowell as his counsel, and proposed such an arrangement as 
reciprocal, we would consider of it; but that he, as acting impartially between us, and as a judge, had no right to 
ask or demand any such thing, and that we would not accede to it. \Ve further told him that we were well satisfied, 
and we had no doubt, from his knowledge of the Indian character, that he must be satisfied of the inutility of ex­
amining them in council; that they would repeat the same story, whether true or false; indeed, that the talk would 
be delivered by one man, and that we could only hope to obtain the truth from them by a separate examination; 
that we wished it in his presence, and that we would put our questions in writing. The general then assured us 
that he would, with pleasure, give us all the facilities in his power; that he had the power to detain the chiefs as 
long as he pleased, and that he would do so; that he would let us know when he was done with them, and we should 
then have the opportttnity of examining them as we wished. \Ve then took our leave, resting with full confidence 
in the assurances of aid and assistance which we had re<"eived. 

How well our expectations 1Yere fulfilled, and how justly our confidence was reposed, will be seen by your ex­
cellency in the report of Colonels Jourdan and Williamson. 

On Monday the 27th, in the morning, we repaired to the Asbury mission-house, to submit interrogatories to 
Mr. L. Compere. When we arrived, we again found Colonel Crowell, Major Rockwell, and .Major Andrews already 
there; the two latte1· in a private room, the door of which was carefully closed and fastened on our entrance into 
the house. In a short time Mr. Smith came into the room where we sat, and handed us the Jetter No. 23, signed 
by himself, i\lr. Compere, and Mr. Hill; the last of whom seems to have enlisted himself as a volunteer, as he had 
not been asked by us, nor had we intended to examine him. 

By this letter, you will perceive they had come to a positive determination not to swear or affirm to any statf'­
ment they might give. Without enterin~ into any discussion as to the propriety of that determination, we submitted 
i.ome interrogatorie'l to Mr. Compere. To these we could not then receive any answers; we were informed they 
would be prepared in the course of the day, and handed to us in the evening, as the council was expected to meet 
that morning. The commissioners declined submitting any questions to Mr. Smith at that time, and departed, 
leaving the rest of the company together, 110 doubt to consult and determine on the answers proper to be given to 
the questions. 

When we called in the evening, the answers were already made out to the questions before propounded, and 
answers made to additional questions then submitted. 

We are unable to give you a proper idea of this examination. Suffice it to say, we became well satisfied that 
any attempt on our part to obtain the truth from men living in the Indian nation, (whether white or red,) and under 
the influence and power of the agent, into whose conduct we were then examining, must be fruitless. For what 
could we expect from others, who pretended to have no regard for the sacred obligations of religion, when we found 
a minister of the gospel, an ambassador of Christ, covering himself with the sanctity of his mantle to protect himself 
from the consc>q11ences of perjury; when we found him prevaricating and equivocating in the statement which his 
conscience would not permit him to verify by an oath or affirmation? Under this conviction, and to prevent them 
from prep,1rin~ the other witnesses as they had done those about Fort Mitchell, it was determined that two of our 
mission should immediately proceed to Alabama, to take testimony on the road, and at Line creek and Mont­
gomt>ry in that State. 

Messrs. Jones and Torrance were selected for that business. They left Fort .Mitchell, and proceeded as far as 
Crabtree's thlit evening, (a distance of four miles.) In pursuance of the instructions we had received from your 
excellency, Colonel Crowell was served with a notice on the 28th, early in the morning, that we would take the 
testimony of Kendal Lewis and.J'ames Moss, at the house of Kendal Lewis, about twenty-five or twenty-six miles 
distant from Fort Mitchell, at 11 o'clock that day. 

You will perceive from Colonel Crowe\l's letter of that date, (No. 10,) that he complains of the time as too 
short to afford him an opportunity of cross-examination. ,vhile we admit the time was short, we deny it was too 
limited for him to reach therr. We intended to give only time enough to enable him or his counsel to get there, 
and to allow them no time to tamper with and prepare the witness either to answer as they wished, or not to answer 
at all. As proof of the sufficiency of the time, we would refer your excellency to the report of Messrs. Jones and 
Torrance, marked A. The report of Messrs. Jourdan and Williamson, marked B, will show their proceedings. 
and the difficulties thev encountered during the absence of Messrs. Jones and Torrance. 

You will have see1; by a former part of this report, that two of the members of the mission (Messrs. Jones and 
Torrance) departt>d from Fort Mitchell on the evening of the 27th for Li::wis's, Line creek, and Montgomery, for the 
purpose of procuring the tf>stimony of certain witnesses at those places. They having accomplished that object, 
so far as they were enabled to do, returned and joined the commissioners at Crabtree's, on Sunday the 3d instant. 
Having ueen informed, on that morning, that Mr. Kendal Lewis, to whom we had propounded certain interrogato-
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ries the day before, in writing, (and who had at his request been allowed a short time to draught his answers,) had 
refused to answer them at all, and had also left the neighborhood for his residence, we determined to inform Gene­
ral Gaines of the same, and request of him an order whereby Mr. Lewis might again be brought to Fort Mitchell 
to testify. 

This was done on the 4th instant, (see No. 21.) In that communication you will observe that we cautiously 
avoided the use of any language the least calculated to interrupt the very friendly feeling manifested towards the 
Government of Georgia and her commissioners by General Gaines shortly after their arrival at Fort Mitchell. 
'\Ve sought only to correct what we considered a mistake made by the geaeral through his aid-doubtless uninten­
tional-to request the order for Lewis, and a copy or copies of the talks to and from the Indians. 

How far that communication authorized the reply we received, forbidding further correspondence with the 
United States' mission then in the Creek nation, touching the objects of the disturbances therein, your excellency 
will readily determine. 

Whether the special agent was included in that mission we know not, but suppose that he was, and that our cor­
respondence may have been closed under a feeling produced by your excellency's note to one of its members, 
(Major Andrews,) bearing date the 28th ultimo. 

On the morning of the 3d, we were notified that the counsel for Colonel Crowell would proceed on the next 
morning, at about the hour of 9 o'clock, to take thf! examination of William Hambly, the interpreter. In pursuance 
of the notice, we attended at the time and place designated. When we arrived, we were informed that they were 
not ready, but would be in a short time. After we had been there about an hour, we were informed that they 
were ready to close the examination of l\Ir. Hambly. To our surprise, we found that the whole of the testimony 
of the interpreter had been committed to paper by Colonel Crowell's counsel before we were called in. It was 
read to him by the counsellor of the agent, who stated to the witness before he began, that he would read over his 
testimony again, slowly and distinctly. He did so, and then said: "Mr. Hambly, I have read over the testimony, 
slowly and distinctly; indeed, not once, but two or three times; and you can say if any thing is wrong." The 
witness said all was right, and then swore to the statements that he had heard read as true. Such a course we 
considr.red very unlike what is termed an examination. Having heard the testimony of Mr. Hambly, we determined 
at once not to cross-interrogate him; his evidence being mainly confined to points affecting the means whereby thP, 
late treaty was obtained, and attempting, by a selection of statements that we believed to be wholly false and un­
worthy of credit, to defame the fair character of the United States' commissioners, and every person connected 
with them in their duties as such. 

Such testimony, if from respectable characters for trnth, might be considered important, if the Government of 
the United States were prosecuting an inquiry, by her special agents, whether or not a fraud had been committed 
u~on that Government by her commissioners. Such an opinion we could not for a moment entertain. 

A perusal of the testimony of Mr. Hambly would convince you in a moment of the correctness of the opinion 
we had in relation to his veracity. He furnished abundant matter for the remark. 

You will see from Colonel C~owell's letter of the 28th ultimo, (No. 10,) to two of the commissioners, that he 
complains of unfairness in our conduct, for having given him notice that we should proceed to take testimony at 
some distance from Broken Arrow, during the sitting of the Indian council, because, says he, " it was of much im­
portance that I should be present at the council." The commissioners were not allowed to be present at that 
council; and wherefore it could have been of " much importance" for an officer of the General Government to be 
present, who was then suspended from the functions of his office, it is for him to explain. We had distinctly heard, 
in public, from General Gaines, that it was his wish that no white man should hold " any talk" with the Indians 
until he was done with them. 

From the course pursued by the agent at that council, and his permission to do so, (for tlte omission to proltibit 
llim was pennission,) his suspension was purely nominal-it was a mere mockery. We have no doubt but that his 
free admission into the lndian councils, aided and assisted by his former sub-agent, Mr. \Valker, gave him quite as 
much influence over the minds of the Indians as he ever exercised in the days of his utmost prosperity and authority. 

How well the Indians adhered to the instructions of General Gaines, in not receiving talks from white men, 
you can determine when you examine the written reply made by them to him as official. In that document you 
will observe that they speak of the "usages of the United States"-" of her constitution"-and "the principles 
by which she is governed." Truly, a savage production. 

Upon the subject of a law which the hostile party allege that McIntosh violated, and which led to his death, 
you are referred to the report of Messrs. Jourdan and \Villiamson. We have no doubt, from the very many con­
tradictory stories that we had heard in the nation, touching the origin and enactment of such a law, that no such 
law was ever known among the Creeks. \Ve are confirmed in this opinion by the reply of General Gaines to the 
friendly chiefs, at the Indian Springs, on the 20th ultimo. If we are correctly informed upon that point, he there 
stated that he had read their laws, and was gratified to find none so sanguinary as that alleged by their enemies to 
exist, under color of which it had been stated that the murder of McIntosh was perpetrated. 

The chiefs in council did not pretend that they had any such law reduced to record; a white man, who in­
formed one of the commissioners that he had resided in the nation twenty or thirty years, stated that he knew of no 
such law. 

The very manner in which these unfortunate men were put to death proves that the Indians did not execute him 
for having violated any law. \Ve believe that, when it becomes necessary to enforce such sanguinary edicts upon 
any of that tribe, the culprit is arrested and conducted to some town or public square in the nation, and there under­
goes a species of trial; sentence of death is then pronounced; the accused is thereupon publicly put to death by 
shooting. 

How unlike such a procedure was the foul murder of McIntosh and his friends. His house was surrounded at the 
dead hour of night, and set fire to by a band of lawless assassins; and there, encircled by the scorching flames pro­
duced by the conflagration of his own mansion, was he inhumanly and most unlawfully put to death. When wit­
nesses are called on in the nation, whom it is supposed knew something of Indian laws and Indian policy, they ac­
count for these murders by saying it was for violation of their law; which law, answers a church missionary," wa, 
seen by nobody." When asked what law condemned to death a distinguished man among them, who was of the 
party slain, but who did not sign the treaty, the answer is gravely given by a reverend clergyman, "the law of na­
tions!" (See Mr. Smith's testimony.) 

It would have been well if this dignitary had informed us when the Indians adopted the principles of Vattel, 
Martens, and Brynkershoek! 

The gross inconsistencies in the statements of the Indians and white men resident among them, to establish the 
existence of such a law, fix indelibly on the minds of the commissioners that no such law is, or ever was. The 
argument in support of such a law proves too much; the agent himself did not rely on it at the commencement of 
these Indian disturbances. 
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As an instance of the determination of those gentlemen resident in the nation, who have assumed the robes of 
sanctity to avoid any thing like plain truth, whenever it was, to operate against the agent or hostile chiefs, we call 
the attention of your excellency to our tenth interrogatory to the reverend Isaac Smith. , 

You will observe that he has thought proper to take the liberty to alter that interrogatory to read in such man­
ner as would, according to his notions, give him the opportunity of an answer. It is under the words that he has 
interpolated into that interrogatory, and without our authority, that he has furnished us with his national answer. 

We shall not here express an opiniou on this conduct of .Mr. Smith, nor shall we say what ought to be the con­
sequences to him, if he had done this within the acknowledged jurisdictional limits of Georgia. 

How far the whole of the testimony, taken in support of the charges against the Indian agent, sustains those 
charges, is not for us officially to determine; nor do we desire to express an opinion of an official character upon 
the subject. 

There is a subject, not directly within the objects of our appointment, but is inseparably connected with the 
treaty and its consequences, upon which we beg leave to offer a remark. It is upon the subject of the contem­
platf:d survey of the territory lately ceded. During the stay of the commissioners at the Indian Springs, three of 
them were informed, by several of the leading chiefs of the friendly party, that they were willing, and even desirous, 
that the survey should be made during the ensuing fall, and assigned as a reason that the surveyors, and their peo­
ple, being amongst them at that period, would afford them an opportunity of disposing of much of their products 
that they could not transport with them to the westward; that they intended removing beyond the Mississippi 
before another crop was made, if the General Government would pay them the money according to the terms of 
the treaty. 

Connected with this, sir, we remark that it is somewhat strange that the chiefs who reside beyond the limits of 
the territory ceded to the United States for the benefit of Georgia, are the only chiefs, with a fow exceptions, so 
far as we are informed, who are opposed to the survey. 

The fact is notorious, we believe, that the chiefs and their leaders, who oppose this measure, are resident near 
Tallapoosa river and Alabama. 'What injury, then, can they sustain by the survey1 

Herewith we transmit to your excellency copies of our correspondence with General Gaines and l\Iajor Andrews, 
connected with the subject, numbered from 1 to 23 inclusive; also, the testimony received in the execution of the 
duties assigned to us. 

The testimony of several other witnesses will be received: an opportunity for their examination has not yet 
offered. 

We shall proceed to close the several examinations as early as practicable, and forthwith report to you the same. 
With considerations of high respect, we have the honor to be, sir, your excellency's obedient servants, 

WARREN JOURDAN, 

To His Excellency G. M. TROUP. 

A. 

W. W. WILLIAMSON, 
SEABORN JONES, 
WM. H. TORRANCE. 

Jfessrs. Jones and Torrance to nlessrs. Jourdan and Williamsan. 

GENTLEMEN: MILLEDGEVILLE, July 13, 1825. 

We arrived at Kendal Lewis's about ten o'clock on the morning of the 28th of June. After waiting some 
time, we entered into conversation with Kendal Lewis, and were informed by him that he was present when the 
observations were made by Colonel John Crowell, the agent, which were proven by Jesse Cox, that he had seen 
Cox's statement in the newspaper, and that Cox had sworn to the truth, and had not told any more than was said. 
W c informed Mr. Lewis we had come on to take his testimony: to which he objected, saying he did not know any 
thing but what he had heard. We told him we wished to examine him as to what he heard Crowell say. This, he 
said, could be proved by others as well as himself; that Jesse Cox, Drury Spain, and others were present, and that 
Cox had sworn to it, and that was sufficient. We told him that Cox had sworn, but that we understood the Crowells 
said Cox had stated a lie. He said Cox had sworn to the truth, but that he could not give his testimony. We 
then told him we would apply to General Gaines for an order to compel him to appear before him to give his testi­
mony, which we had not a doubt he would give; but, if he refused, we would make a statement of the facts to the 
Governor of Georgia, and he would apply for an order to the Secretary of ,var or the President. He said he would 
not give his testimony; but if General Gaines issued an order, he would not disobey his order. ,ve then wrote a 
letter to Colonels Jourdan and Williamson, informing them of these facts, and requesting them to apply to General 
Gaines for an order to require Lewis's attendance. 

While urging Mr. Lewis to be sworn, we inquired into the cause of his refusal. 
He declared he was afraid all his property would be taken away from him if he testified. He told us that it 

was generally understood among the Indian countrymen, (white men in the nation,) that if they all adhered to the 
agent, and he was not displaced, the treaty would be broken, and they would get their land back; but if they 
testified against him, and he was discharged, the treaty would be good, and they would have to give up their lands; 
and they were all afraid they should lose all their property if,they swore any thing against the agent. 

About two o'clock we took the testimony of James Moss; and about three o'clock left Lewis's, and reached 
Cornell's house, twenty miles off, that evP,ning. 

We proceeded to Montgomery, Alabama, and took the depositions of John A. Peck, Henry Finch, and John 1\1. 
Bach: being unable to find Captain Anthony, we returned to Crabtree's on Sunday, the 3d of July, and joined the 
other commissioners. 

SEABORN JONES, 
To the GEORGIA COMMISSIONERS. W. H. TORRANCE. 

B. 

Jfessrs. Jourdan and Williamson to Messrs. Jones and Torrance. 

GENTLEMEN: MILLEDGEVILLE, July 13, 1825. 
On Thursday, the 28th ultimo, we proceeded to the duties assigned to us in relation to preparing and 

arranging interrogatories to be propounded to several of the head chiefs of the nation, and also to some of the white 
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men resident there, which we proposed to have answered immediately after General Gaines had announced to us 
that he had concluded his business with the council. 

In a conversation shortly afterwards with -General Gaines on this subject, one of the commissioners frankly 
stated to him that we had no reliance on aid being afforded to us from any other quarter; he stated, in confirmation 
,)f his former assurance to us, that he had the power, through the agent for Indian affairs, to assemble the chiefs 
and Indian countrymen at any time and place he thought proper, and that our wishes in that particular should be 
attended to. 

Frum this twofold assurance we felt confident no obstacle would be interposed. A list of witnesses we were 
desirous of examining was made out and handed to General Gaines. Interrogatories corresponding were made out, 
which consumed two or three days in the preparation and arrangement. From an examination of the correspond­
ence herewith submitted to yon, you will perceive that an objection was interposed, as coming from the chiefs, to 
thP. transaction of any business with the Georgia <'Ommissioners, unless in full council, and the insulting and indeco­
rous language in which they were indulged in communicating that objection to us. You will also be informed that 
the objection was sustained. 

Our feelings will not permit us to comment on this transaction in a becoming manner, because it would neces­
sarily involve the integrity of character which all should sustain, holding high offices under, and possessing tl,e 
confidence of, the General Government. 

When it suited General Gaines's purposes and convenience, we were denied a "participation" in the council, 
for reasons stated. 

'When it comported with the views of the chiefs to em1ble them to evade truth, we were invited to the council. 
\Vhen white men attended for examination, who it was believed had honesty enough to swear to the truth, and 
through fear for their safety evaded it, the exercise of power which could coerce their attendance was denied. 

You will not need the spirit of inspiration to enable you to understand and properly appreciate ( as we believe) 
the motives which influenced such conduct, when you are informed th:;it General Gaines declared in our presence 
and hearing that the statements of Hopoithle Y oholo made in council were true, and that it was impossible to resist 
the conviction; that he (General Gaines) would believe his statements against the congregated world. 

During this conversation, we stated to General Gaines that if Hopoithle Y oholo's statement was understood by 
ns, it was generally untrue; and that if he (General Gaines) would permit us to examine the chiefs separately, 
under any and every restriction he might impose, we pledged ourselves to pro,·e to his satisfaction that Hopoithle 
Yoholo had lied. General Gaines replied it was impossible, and said he never knew an Indian to tell a lie in 
council. The commissioners then asked him if he had not the same confidence in the friendly Indians; to which 
General Gaines assented. We assured him that if Hopoithle Yoholo's statement was submitted to them, they would 
give it the lie, and that their statements would be confirmed by the commissioners on the part of the United States, 
and every person attached to the mission. To which General Gaines replied, he would submit our proposition to 
the council the next day. 

From such unqualified declarations, (to say the least of them,) very insulting to the character and dignity of the 
State, with the testimony of the United States commissioners, and the testimony of many other respectable witnesses 
confirming their statements in relation to one of the charges (his opposition to the treaty) staring him in the face, we 
are constrained to believe, and to declare to the world our opinion, that this case has been prejudged. And we are 
the more confirmed in this view of the subject, when we take in connexion the views of the special agent, couched 
in his letter to Colonel Crowell, lately published in the Patriot, and which letter, from a subsequent letter, seems 
to have been approved of by General Gaines before publication. 

The suspension of the agent, with the accompanying explanation, so far from having the effect to " elicit un-
biassed testimony," produced the opposite result. _ 

It was a very general belief entertained by both white and red men, that his removal from office was certain. 
'When, therefore, the fact was publicly announced at Broken Arrow that he was suspended temporarily, and that 
too from mere conrtesy 10 the Governor of Georgia, the effect produced was obvious and extensive. The convic­
tion could not be resisted-his reinstatement in office was no longer doubted. We shall still feel the influence of his 
authority and power. This was remarkably exemplified in many cases, a few of which will be cited. 

The case of Kendal Lewis, of which you are informed, who eloped secretly without testifying. The case of a 
respectable gentleman resident in Florida, who, for having casually conversed with one of the commissioners, was 
ordered (as he stated) not to hold any conversation with, or interpret any conversation held between, the commission­
ers and the Indians; who was grossly insulted publicly by General Gaines, and his head threatened to be cut off. The 
case of Josiah Gray, (one of the chiefs who signed the late treaty,) who had a like conversation with two of the 
commissioners, was told by Hambly, as he (Gray) informed us, that General Gaines was much offended with him 
and us. The case of an Indian, whom we hired as a pilot, to facilitate an examination of the river, with a view to 
ascertain where the line of Georgia would leave the Chattahoochie: on his being spoken to by some persons unknown 
to us, he immediately returned the money given him for the trip, and said he could not accompany us, as he had 
been much abused for consenting to go. The case of :Mr. :Martin, a gentleman who had been selected by the 
friendly chiefs to write their talk: for this little manifestation of friendship, he was much insulted and abused, and 
threatened with decapitation. During the development of these untoward occurrences, an express was received 
from his excellency the Governor, notifying us of his wish that the Indians should be made acquainted with the 
intentions of our Government in relation to the contemplated survey, and the innocency of the measure. In obe­
dience thereto, a short talk was prep:;ired. We attended the council for the purpose of communicating it; General 
Gaines peremptorily forbade the communication, and added, that he was instructed to say the survey would be 
prevented. 

The circumstances and incidents just detailed, trifling and unimportant as some of them may appear to distant 
observers, had a most powerful influence in directing every thing in a given channel. 

We have detailed some of the causes which operated the non-fulfilment of the principal object of our instruc­
tions, and which came more immediately under our observation. 

The following consideration suggests itself on this branch of the subject: that the declaration of General Gaines 
to the Indians, to hold no talks with white men, operated wholly to our exclusion; and that all conversation about 
matters then the subject of investigation and negotiation was wholly interdicted to us. The most free and unre­
strained conversation and communication was kept up and permitted with the Indians by all other persons pre­
sent, even with the notorious sub-agent Walker. 

We feel it a duty we owe to the State and to humanity to offer a few briefremarks in relation to the sanguinary 
law which has been offered as a full justification and extenuation of the cruel and unjustifiable murders lately com­
mitted in the Indian nation, and to enforce which the meek, charitable, and unbounded philanthropy of the follow­
ers of the Savior of the world has been called into requisition. If murders, rapine, plunder, and devastation are 
the doctrines best to inculcate in the system adopted by these missionaries, instead of peace and good-will to men, 
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and charity and love as extensive as creation itself, then all Christendom have to learn what a few missionaries have 
discovered by a short residence in a particularly appropriate situation for the exercise of the finer feelings of our 
nature. 

The inconsistent and contradictory statements of those whose interest it is to establish the law confirm the opin­
ion that no such law existed until the Tuckaubatchee and Polecat proceedings. Some contend that it was passed 
at Fort Hawkins; there are others who refer to a time for its passage immediately after the treaty at Fort JacKson; 

, some others contend for Broken Arrow; while others contend that it was promulgated last year, at or near the mis­
sionary establishment, at a ball-play, and solemnly proclaimed from "a cart on the Lord's day." The lattE'r is the 
declaration of the Rev. Isaac Smith. 

The interpreter, Hambly, from his long residence in the nation, must have known the time and place of its enact 
ment, if such a law was in existence. 

In his testimony he swears (dnd from his character we should suspect him of a willingness to swear any thing) 
such a law was passed several years ago, and re-enacted in all the towns. He conceals the truth, and evades de­
tection by not adverting to the time or place of its passage. This is the celebrated law not to be found in the na­
tional code, and which has never been seen by any person; (so says the Rev. Isaac Smith in his examination;) 
which has been conjured up by white men, and put into the mouths of the Indians, to suit their own purposes, and 
the pretext for the murder of McIntosh and his friends. If such a law has ever existed, made and enacted in full 
council, as contended for, with such severe penalties annexed, is it reasonable to suppose that so much uncer­
tainty would exist as to the time and place of its enactment? Is it not irrational to suppose that, if such a law 
was passed with so much solemnity as is apparently urged, the nation would not have inflicted its penalties upon 
those who ceded away lands in "'18 or '19," and upon those who subsequently ceded away the lands between the• 
Ocmulgee and Flint rivers in 1821, when, by referring to the latter treaty, it will be found but two Alabama chiefs 
signed it? Why did their law sleep on these several occasions, so important, and calling so imperiously for its execu­
tion? Wherefore have not its terms and its penalties been heretofore proclaimed to deter delinquents from its re­
peated violation? So much for this imaginary law. 

\Ve shall proceed concisely to notice two other facts connected with these transactions, and close this report. 
It seems to have passed unnoticed that the chiefs who gave the order for the death of i\lclntosh and his follow­

ers, as well as those who executed that order, were from those towns who were excluded in the late treaty, who 
ceded no land, and who sustained no injury; and that the same chiefs governed and directed in the late council at 
Broken Arrow; with what propriety or justice let those answer whose duty it is to make 5uitable atonement and 
repair the wrong. 

It should also be recollected by those who have to weigh the merits and demerits of the injured party, and whose 
duty it is to judge of the extent of the double obligation imposed by important services rendered, and the most in­
violable attachment and fidelity manifosted on the most trying occasions, that, during the late war, the Creek nation 
experienced a civil disunion: those residl'nt principally beyond the geographical limits of Georgia identified them­
selves with the enemies of the United States, and fought in their service, (the present interpreter amongst the num­
ber;) those resident on the Georgia side united themselves with the forces of the United States, and fought bravely 
in our defence. 

Ti~e latter, in the fortuitous and fortunate course of events, became the conquerors; they held the country, not 
by th11 slight and uncertain tenure of possession only, but by right of conquest; a principle recognised by civilized 
nations, and acknowledged by the Government of the United States, and confirmed by their subsequent acts. 

It was in pursuance of this incontestable right and well-established principle, that the .McIntosh party have held, 
and at their good pleasure have ceded away, at nrious times, their rightful domain. If in any instance they enacted 
such a law as before referred to, their subsequent acts must have abrogated it. 

The Red Stick party were conquered; they forfeited their lands to the United States as thf' price of their defec­
tion, and to compensate the Government for the expenses of the war and losses sustained. By this act they were 
disseised of that common and general interest in the country which rightfully belonged to them previous to the war. 
Thev became tributarv to the dominion of Mdntosh and his followers. 

The United State~ exercised the right and the power claimed in the treaty at Fort Jackson. They recognised 
the same power as belonging to those who fought and bled in her cause by a public act so long ago as 181i. The 
United States are bound, by the universal principles of justice, by humanity, and gratitude for important services 
rendered, for attachment and fidelity unequalled, by the solemn and imposing stipulations of a treaty, to do ample 
justice to the sufferers, when thf'ir sufferings, ruin, and distress have been the consequence of their devotion to the 
General Government. 

In calling to our recollection the events alluded to, we find among those signing the late treaty the distinguished 
chiefs (living) who acted as officers in the late war. 

Tt only remains to be seen whether or not the GenP,ral Government will stand by as a disinterested spectator 
of such tragic scenes, with folded arms, and see her faithful ally and friend murdered, and his family and friends 
ingulphed in inextricable misery and ruin; whether the plunderers shall revel in their unholy gain with wanton impu­
nity; whether the cries of innocence, the widow's weeping wail, shall be mocked at and pass unnoticed; in fine, 
whether the General Government will solemnly promise protection, and refuse it when most needed. 

WARREN JOURDAN, 
To the CoMMISSIONERS OF GEORGIA. W.W. WILLIAMSON. 

CORRESPOSDENCE BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES' AGENTS AND THE GEORGIA CO)IMISSIONERS. 

No. 1. 
Copy of a letter from the Commissioners appointed by the Governor of Georgia to take testimony relath-e to tl,e 

co11duct of the Age11t of Indian Affairs, to .Jlajor General E. P. Gaines. 

Srn: INDIAN SPRINGS, June 20, 1825. • 
Enclosed you will receive a copy of a letter of instructions from his excellency the Governor of Georgia to 

us, as commissioners in behalf of the State, for the purposes therein mentioned. 
It is important to the commissioners that your answer to the application of his excellency the Governor, to ad­

mit the commissioners to a full and free participation of the council of the Indians, should be receil·ed as early as 
practicable. 

Yery respectfully, sir, we are your obedient servants, WARREN JOURDAN, 
W. W. WILLIAMSON, 
W. H. TORRANCE, 

Major General E. P. GAINES. Commissioners. 
104 E 
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No. 2. 

Copy of a letter received by tlie Commissioners from lffajor Genei-al E. P. Gaines. 

HEAD-QUARTERS, EASTERN DEPARTMENT, 

GENTLE:IIEN: INDIAN SPRINGS, June 21, 1825. 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of yesterday's date, announcing the 

objects of your mission. 
In reply, I have lo observe, that, however much I might be aided by the lights of your experience, I do not feel 

myself authorized, without new instructions from the Depar1ment of ,var, to comply with your demand to be admit­
ted "to a full and free participation of the council of the Indians." 

The council is assembled for the purpose of enabling me to discharge duties of a very delicate and important 
nature confided to me by the General Government. 

I deem it proper, therefore, that I should exercise the entire control of every subject to be acted on, and of 
every expression uttered to the council by any officer or citizen permitted to address it, whether of the United 
States or of any individual State or Territory. Without such control, our councils would be involved in confusion, 
and they would be wholly useless, if not worse than useless. 

I offer you, gentlemen, assurances of my consideration and respect. 
, EDMUND P. GAINES, 

11-fajor Gmeral U. S. Army, Commanding. 
Col. ,v ARREN" JOURDAN, Col. ,vru:. VVILLIAMSON, W111. H. TORRANCE, Esq. 

No,. 3. 

Copy of a letter from the Commissioners to I;Jajor General E. P. Gaines. 

Sm: INDIAN SPRINGS, June 21, 1825. 
Your note of the present date we have had the honor to receh·e. ,v e are free to express, sir, that its con­

tents have surprised us. 
Your note furnishes us with the information that your duties are of a very delicate and important nature. \\,' e 

have no doubt of their importance. The occasion calls for important measures. The chiefs of a once powerful 
nation have to be re-established in their usurped honors, power, and fortunes, in and amongst a people over whom 
you arc deputed for the time being to preside. Your measures fix their destiny, and that of their posterity: high 
responsibility-delicate trust. 

Your Government has informed you of the existing relations between that nation and the State of Georgia. We 
are the representatives of that State, in connexion with certain matters touching the disturbances therein. 

The Government of the State of Georgia has vested in us certain powers, the execution of which was, and is, 
believed to be closely identified with the objects of your present mission. On our arrival at this place, we deemed 
it prudent to lay before you a copy of our instructions from his excellency the Governor of Georgia, by which you 
were informed that we were expressly instructed not to interfere in any matter disconnected with the objects of our 
appointment; but, at the same time, clearly expressing the opinion that we would be admitted to a full and free par­
ticipation of the Indian councils. This opinion was the more readily advanced by our Government, because it was 
known that your object in convening a council of the Indians was inseparably connected wi1h the duties assigned to 
us; therefore, the State of Georgia considered that she might make the request that has been made, with mucl1 
confidence that it would be readily granted; relying upon the strongPst assurances which it was believed could bP 
made by you, as the agent of the General Government, to recei;,.e the aid, and assistance, and co-operation of Geor­
gia in carrying fully into effect the views of your Government. 

We are instructed to say that our Government disclaims, in the strongest terms, any wish or intention in any­
wise to embarrass your movements as connected witl1 any matter growing out of the present unfortunate and pecu­
liar situation of the Creek nation of Indians. The Government of Georgia has created the commission under which 
we have the honor to act for no other purpose than to inquire into the facts as conne::ted with the conduct of an 
officer of your Government, the conduct of which officer has been arraigned by the Government of Georgia, at th., 
instance of the President of the United States. In the investigation of the conduct of that officer, the StatP of Geor­
gia has great interest. It is of the highest importance to her that there should be a full and clear development of 
the facts; which if had, it is believed, will folly establish the several charges as preferred. 

To arrive at the certainty of all these facts, in the most imposin~and official manner, it was considered by our Gov­
ernment necessary to constitme the present mission. It was further determined by the same Government to be of 
the first consequP,nce that the members of that mission should present themselves clothed in their official character 
in the council of the Indians to be convened by you; believing that in the councils information might be elicited 
material to the points in issue between the State of Georgia and the agent for Indian alfa.irs. For this purpose, and 
no other, we have been directed by our Government to repair to this place, and to inform you of the same, and to re­
spectfully ask your permission for admittance therein. We have done so by request only; we have not demand­
ed it: that permission has been denied to us. 

We, therefore, in pursuance to our instructions, as also a proper sPnse of duty towards our Government, do 
hereby enter our formal protest against such denial; believing that, in consequence of being debarred a participa­
tion in those councils, the State of Georgia will unquestionably be deprived of that which is to her of vital inter­
est and great magnitude. 

Major Gen.,ral E. P. GAr:s-r.s. 

Respectfully, sir, we are your obedient servants, 

No. 4. 

W. W. WILLIAMSON, 
WARREN JOURDAN, 
WM. H. TORRANCE, 

Commissioners. 

Copy of a letter receii-ed from John Crowell, Agent, ~·c. by the Commissione1·s. 

GENTLEMEN: CREEK AGENCY, June 20, 1825. 
I have understood that you have been appointed by the Governor of Georgia to superintend, in the Creek 

nation, the investigation of the accusation which he has deemed it expedient to make against me. 
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Although I have not had the privilege extended to me by the Legislature and Governor lof Georgia which is 
guarantied by the constitution of our country, even to the culprit on his trial; although it is apparent, from the course 
pursued, (in publishing the e:i, parle evidence, collected profes~edly for the adjudication of another and different tri­
bunal,) that the prejudice of the community is sought to be excited against 111P, which, like the sword of Bren nus, 
is to be cast into the scale against me, to make up for all deficiencies in the weight of the testimony; and although 
this course of proceeding is properly appreciated; yet, being desirous of affording my accus<c>rs the full benefit 
of a cross-examination of the witnesses to be addnc<:d in my behalt~ desiring a fair and impartial investigation, and 
conscious of the correctness of my official conduct, I herewith invite you to attend the> examination of my witnesses 
in the nation, for the purpose of putting to them such questions in reference to my deportment as you may think 
proper. Of the time and place of examination you will bi> notified. 

In giving you this invitation, I wish you distinctly to unden.tand that it is not given under the impression that it 
is your right, since I have not been confronted with the witnesses against nw; but it is given 11nder a full convic-
1 ion of being ablP, fully to establish my innocence, by witnesses who shrink J:JOt from the ordeal of cross-examination, 
and to show you that my defence rests not, like the accusations against me, upon the flimsy foundation of garbled 
nidence, arbitrarily taken and improperly reported. 

I am, respectfully, yonr obedient serv:i.nr, 
JOHN CROWELL. 

No. 5. 

Copy of a letter fi·om the Commissioners to Colonel Jolin Crowell. 

Srn: Fo1tT MrrcHELL, June 25, 1825. 
Your letter under date of the 20th instant has been duly received, and we should be happy to avail ourselves of 

1 he opportunity to cross-examine any witnesses you may deem necf'ssary. On our part we would observe, that the 
Government of Georgia feels no disposition to deprive you of any and every means of justifying yourself. \Ve 
h,we no doubt that you would have been perm_itted to be present and cross-examine the witnesses before the com­
mittee of the Legislature, had a request been made by you; and we h:i.ve been particularly instructed by his excf'l­
lency the Governor to afford you that privilege. 

You shall be duly notified of the time and place of examination. 
W ARRE.~ JOURDAN, 
SEABORN JONES, 

\Ve are, sir, yours respectfully, 

W. H. TORRANCE, 
Colonel JoHN CROWELL. Commissioners. 

)lo. 6. 

Copy of a letter from the Commissioners to .llojor General E. P. Gaines. 

Sm: FonT l\11TClIELL, June 25, 1825. 
Since our arrival at this place, we have been joined by Colonel Jones, who is associated with us in the 

commission by the Governor of Georgia. 
In obedience to our instructions, with a copy of which you have been furnished, we beg leave again to call your 

attention to that part of those instructions by which it was contemplated by the Governor that we would be admitted 
w a free participation of the council of the Indians to be convened at Broken Arrow, as well as of that lately held 
at the Indian Springs; and we would repeat the request, on our part, that we may be admitted to that council. 

In your letter of the 21st instant, in answer to a similar request made at that place, you say, " I deem it proper, 
therefore, that I should exercise the entire control of every subject to be acted on, and of every exp1·ession 
uttered to the council by any officer or citizen permitted to address it, whether of the United States or of any indi­
vidual State or Territory. Without such control, our councils would be involved in confusion, and they would be 
wholly useless, if not worse than useless." 

We call your attention to this part of your letter for the purpose of correcting a mistake under which you have 
fallen, with regard to our motives, and the course of conduct we might pursue, in attending the council. \Ve have 
been particularly instructed "not to interfere with the council in matters disconnected with the object of our mis­
-.ion, and which appertain exclusively to interests and relations purely political subsisting between -the General 
Government and the Indians." Permit us to assure you, sir, that we shall strictly adhere to those instructions, and 
carefully avoid any interference; and that we shall expect only to make suggestions to yourself in the council, and 
through you to obtain all the information which can be acquired. The information thus obtained will be of an 
0fficial character, and will perhaps be more satisfactory than any derived from any other source. 

From Mr. Kt!nan, our secretary, you will receive a copy of the message of the Governor to tlie Legislature, 
with the accompanying documents, and other papers. 

And we have the honor to subscribe ourselves, with high consideration, your obedient servants, 
WARREN JOURDAN, 
SEABORN JONES, 
W. H. TORRANCE, 

'.\fajor General E. P. GAINES. Commissioners. 
No. 7. 

Copy of a letter reaivecl by the Commissioners fi"om i1fajor General E. P. Gaines. 

HEAD-QUARTERS, EASTERN DEPARTMENT, 

GENTLE:\IEN: CREEK AGENCY, June 26, 1825. 
I have received your communication of yesterday's date, requesting to be admitted to the council to be 

convened at Broken Arrow. 
I am under no such mistake as that you ascribe to me, and which you are pleased to attempt to correct: In 

your letter of the 20th, you claim "a full and free participation of the council of the Indians." \Vhatever may 
!iave been your meaning, the manifest import of the expressions employed by you could be nothing less than a 
demand to exercise, without control, certain privileges before the council. The force of this construction is rather 
streng'thened than diminished by your instructions from his excellency the Governor of Georgia, to which you refer. 

You say " We have been particularly instructed not to interfere with the council in matters disconnected with 
the objects of our mission, and which appertain exclusively to interests and relations purely political subsisting 
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between the General Government and the Indians." You are consequently inslructed to interfere with the council 
in matters connected with the objects of your mission; or, in other words, to do what you are instructed to do, and 
nothing more. But your instructions exhibit an attempt to discriminate between the duties assigned to you, on the 
part of the State of Georgia, and subjects appertaining "exclusively to interests and relations purely political sub­
sisting between the General Government and the Indians." I cannot perceive or admit the existence of any such 
distinction. The General Government can have no interests or relations" purely political," either with the Indians, 
or with any other people or nation, in which the State of Georgia is not concerned. But his excellency the Gov­
ernor of Georgia deemed it proper that the State should be represented at the council at Broken Arrow, and you 
have been appointed for that purpose. 

I have advised vou that the President bas seen fit to confide to me the exclusive mission to this nation on the 
part of the United ·states. I have now to add, that the duties assigned to me are substantially the same as those 
with which you are charged, with the exception of taking testimony as to the conduct of the agent. Thus have I 
the honor to represent Georgia, with each other member of the United States, in the Indian council at Broken 
Arrow. With due deference and respect for the authorities of the State, who have had the kindness to appoint 
a mission to afford me aid, which the General Government appears not to have been aware that I stood in need of, 
I cannot permit myself to recognise that mission without the authority of the President. 

It would afford me great satisfaction to possess the confidence of the State authorities. I can hope to win it 
only by a faithful discharge of my duty; but if I fail thus to win it, I feel convinced that I shall not fail to retain 
what will be equally gratifying to me-the conscious persuasion that I merit th,,t confidence. 

In the subsequent part of your letter, you assure me that you will strictly adhere to your instructions, and 
carefully avoid any interference; and that you should expect only to make suggestions to me in the council, and 
through me to obtain the information which can be acquired. It is to be regreued that you did not sooner favor 
me with this moderate definition of your wishes, as, in that case, no objection would have been offered by me to 
your request, individually and unofficially. You are entirely at liberty to attend, as any other gentlemen would be. 
I reserve to myself, however, the right to control every subject to be acted upon, and every expression to be uttered 
to the council. 

It affords me pleasure to profit by the suggestions of my fellow-citiiens; but those suggestions, to be acceptable 
to me, must be free of any thing like official power or control. 

In tendNing to you my thanks for the polite offer contained in your note of this aliernoon, I have to observe, 
that I shall not. have occasion to send despatches before the departure of the regular mail. 

I renew to you, gentlemen, assurances of my respectful consideration. 
EDl\lUND P. GAINES, Jlaj. Gen. Commanding. 

Messrs. JouRDAN, Jo:rns, and TORRANCE, Commissioners. 

No. 8. 

Occurrences at Fort Dlitchell. 

FoRT MITCHELL, Saturday, June 25, 1825. 
The commissioners on the part of the State of Georgia, (Jourdan, Jones, and Torrance,) were waited on by 

the aid of General Gaines, and informed that he was about to hold some conversation with the Little Prince; that, 
if we wished to hear it, we would attend in the piazza. They repaired there accordingly. Present, General 
Gaines and aid, the commissioners above named, the special agent, .Major Andrews, Little Prince, Thomas Trip­
lett, acting agent-all. 

General Gaines stated that he was about to hold a talk with the Little Prince, and that he had informed us of 
his intention 10 do so, that we might hear what was said. 

He stated to the Little Prince that he must tell his chiefs and warriors that they must not go to the white settle­
ments until all their difficulties and disturbances were settled; that they must be kind and friendly to all travel­
lers and white people in and through the nation; that he had been sent here by the President of the United States 
to have their difficulties settled; that it was deemed necessary to suspend the Indian agent, charges having been 
preferred against him; that he must remain suspended until the charges could be inquired into; that the agent was 
only suspended for a time, until the charges preferred against him could be inquired into; that he should take 
Hambly, who was the national interpreter, as his interpreter, though statements had been made against him, but 
the Government yet had confidence in him, and that he had such confidence in him as to use him as such; btlt, to 
prevent any imposition, he had brought with him Benjamin Hawkins, as a check, who was recommended by the 
other part of the nation as being a good interpreter; and that he had instructed l\]r. Hawkins, if Hambly did not 
interpret correctly, to let him (General Gaines) know it; that the Little Prince must tell his chiefs and warriors 
to hold no talks with any white person at all about their present difficulties, except himself; that they must receive 
no talk but from his own lips . 

.c\Iajor Andrews, the special agent, stated that he did not think General Gaines had been sufficiently explicit, 
and requested him to say to the Little Prince that the agent was suspended merely tltrougli courtesy to the Governor 
of Georgia, having been frequently urged to do it. Major Andrews also urged General Gaines to say to the Little 
Prince that his confidence in Hambly as an interpreter was not the result of investigation, as he had made none; 
but that he had seen nothing to make him doubt him. He was asked by Colonel Jourdan if he had not seen Colo­
nel Williamson's testimony: he said he had, but that, taken with other things which had been shown him, he did not 
deem sufficient. 

General Gaines then stated to the Little Prince that it was considered necessary to suspend the agent, charges 
having been made against him, and that he could not act as agent until the President of the United States had de­
termined upon them. 

No. 9. 

Copy of a letter from the Commissioners to Major T. P. Andrews, Special Agent, ~•c. 

Srn: FoRT .i\J1TCHELL, June 2.5, 1825. 
We were not a little surprised to hear from yourself this evening that you were unacquainted with the objects 

for which we were taking testimony. \Ve were then of the opinion (and, upon examination, have become con­
firmed in tlvit opinion) that the papers which have been submitted are sufficiently explicit. By a reference to the 
letter of the Governor of Georgia ro you of the 20th instant, you will find he says, "The commissioners authorized 
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by the Legislature to take further testimony will for that purpose proceed forthwith to the nation, and under 
orders to make all possible despatch." By a reference to the printed documents delivered to you at the agen<'Y 
on the Flint river, you will see a copy of the resolution referred to. To those we can add nothing which will 
convey in stronger terms the objects of taking the testimony, unless, perhaps, it may be necessary to remind you 
of the charges preferred by the Governor of Georgia. 

\Vhile you seem to be ignorant of the object of our appointment, we presume that does not extend to the ap­
pointmPnt itself. To avoid, however, any possible mistake, we would beg leave to refer to the conversation which 
took place between you and Colonel Jones, at the ag-ency, in which you inquired if any mutual arrangement had 
bePn made between Colonel Crowell and the commissioners; whether we would re-examine the witnesses sworn 
before the committee, to enable Colonel Crowell to cross-examine them; and whether we would assist him to com­
pel witnesses to testify who might refuse. We would also remind you of the inquiry you again made this ewning, 
whether we and Colonel Crowell had made any arrangement, &c. 

\Ve regret we have been compelled to be thus minute, and feel more regret to remark that our object can be 
recognised when it is necessary to make inquiries for the benefit of Colonel Crowell, lest injustice may be done 
him; and when inquiries are made of you to facilitate the business and quiet conscientious scruples, you should 
decline to give any answer, and thereby (we hope unintentionally) throw difficulties in the way, already sufficiently 
obstructed. 

We would beg leave further to remark, that while the testimony which has been taken against Colonel Crowell 
has been made public, and he has had every opportunity of seeing and disproving it, (if in his power;) and while 
our instructions are positive to permit him to be present and cross-examine the witnesses, and complaint has been 
m11<le by you "of the appalling influence and power of the executive and legislative branches of the Government of 
Georgia," you have not thought proper to apprize either the Governor or ourselves of the testimony which "has 
been already shown you by the agent" in his own favor, or that to which you referred to-day, which had been 
shown you in favor of Hambly, the interpreter. As we could not doubt the ascertainment of truth ro be th•~ object of 
!1011r mission, we could not be insen~ible to this difference; and \Ve hope a second reading of the papers we have 
reference to will satisfy you fully of the object of our appointment. 

And h;i,ve the honor to b.:>, with consideration and respect, 

• 
WARREN JOURDAi\", 
SEABORN JONES, 
WM. H. TORRAKCE, 

MaJor T. P. ANDREWS, Commissioners. 
No. 10. 

Copy of a letter from Colonel John Crowell to tlte Commissioners. 

GENTLY.MEN: PRINCETON, June 28, 1825. 
Yuur letter of this date was received a few minutes before seven o'clock, announcing your intention to pro­

ceed to take the testimony of James l\loss and Kendal Lewis at eleven o'clock this day, at a distance of twenty-six: 
miles from this place. 

Understanding that two of your body set out in the direction of Lewis's yesterday afternoon; believing that you 
were apprized that Mr. Moss was in the vicinity of this place on the morning of yesterday; and knowing that my 
counsel, Major Rockwell, apprized :Mr. Torrance, in your presence and hearing, that it was our intention this day, at 
the breaking up c.f the council, to take the testimony of several witnesses, to which arrangement there was no objec­
tion-under all the circumstances, I must be permitted to remark, that it seems, while you are willing to make a 
parade of fairness in the manner of procuring testimony against me; while you have, in a formal communication to 
mt-", offered me the privilege of cross-examining those witnesses to be found in the Creek nation, you take such 
measures as effectually put it out of my power to avail myself of the offer; "holding the word of promise to my 
ear, and breaking it to my sense." 

Considering the manner in which that offer was made, being incidentally drawn from you by my invitation to 
you to cross-examine my witnesses, I am constrained to believe that you never sincerely intended that I should 
enjoy the advantage of a cross-examination, and that your offer was merely a hollow pretext to answer some hidden 
purpose. When you wrote your note this morning, to which this is an answer, you were doubtless well apprized 
that the council would meet to-day; that preparations were making for the reception of General Gaines by the 
chiefs; and that it was of much importance that I should be present. 

From what fell from some of you at Mr. Smith's, and what took place between you and the general, I expected 
that you deemed it of importance that you should attend the council also. With what propriety, then, could you com­
municate yonr intention to me of taking testimony at Lewis's, Line creek, and Montgomery, in Alabama, if you 
were sincere in your invitation to me to be present and cross-examine those witnesses? 

I had hoped that the spirit of persecution and oppression, by which your Governor is actuated towards me, 
would not have influenced his representatives; but the course you have pursued satisfies me that that hope is 
ill,isive. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN CROWELL. 

No. 11. 

Copy of a letter from tlie Commissioners to Colonel John Crowell. 

Srn: PRINCETON, June 28, 1825. 
You letter of this day's date, in answer to ours of the same, has been received. In justice to ourselves, 

we must be permitted to deny, most unequivocally, that your "counsel, Major Rockwell, did, in our presence or 
hearing, notify Mr. Torrance of his intentions this day to take the testimony of several witnesses after the breaking 
up of the. council of Indians." \Ve heard no such declaration ourselves, and we were not apprized of any such 
intention on your part by Mr. Torrance, except as it relates to the testimony of Mr. Smith, whose r:vidence 
was believed unimportant; and, as he was resident in the vicinity, it could be dispensed with for the present, 
without injury to either party. 

Permit us to assure you that we have been positively instructed by his excellency to give you every benefit 
of cross-examination, and that it was in obedience to those instructions, and in perfect accordance with our feeling~, 
to withhold no opportunity from you which might enable you to prove your innocence to the world, if practicable. 
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How justly, therefore, can we complain of gross injustice and illiberality manifested towards us in the whole of 
your communication! \Ve have no' hidden purposes to accompli~h-no secret motives to influence us. To sub­
serve the best interests of the State, to protect and shield virtue, intelligence, and disinterested patriotism in our 
Chief Magistrate, from the wily assaults of selfish and interested individuals from within and without, have been 
the objects of our most anxious solicitude and care. From the fact of your suspension, we could not perceive the 
importance you seem to attach to your being present at the council. You must have heard or been informed of 
the public declaration made by General Gaines, that our attendance at the council would be in the character of 
private individuals; it could, consequently, be of no avail to ns in the accomplishment of the important object of our 
mission. 

Objects of curiosity and novelty might have infl1Jenced us to attend. The intermediate time between the com­
mencement and termination of the_ council we believed might be u,efully employed in obtaining the testimony of 
persons in the direction of Alabama. \Ve had just rea&on to believe, from threats and undue influence exercised 
over them, that they would not attend here. 

In coming to this conclusion, we were insensible to any act of oppression on our part towards you, inci­
dental or intentional; we believed, and do still believe, that no important interest, right, or privilege, which you 
are entitled to, would be jeopardized by the absence for a few days of yourself and counsel; and we are the more 
confirmed in this opinion from the declarations of the special agent, that t~e collecting of testimony in your favor 
would by him be submitted to the acting agent for Indian affairs. 

From this view of the subject, we are free to declare that the charge of insincerity and oppression, reiterated 
again and again by you, falls unsupported and unsustained by a single reason or argument other than inflammatory 
and idle declamation. 

The notice of our intentions was handed you this morning, in time, we believe, for yon to have reached Lewis's; 
and we were instructed, if required, to say reasonable time would be given for your arrival. The remainiug 
members of the mission did not intend taking any measure for the procurement of testimony until the return of the 
absentees; and this course we would now greatly pcefer, on account of mistake or misapprehension somewhere, and 
to enable you to proceed and have the benefit of cross-examination, if desirable. 

You cannot be unapprized of the great delicacy of our situation, (under present circumstances,) of attending tl,e 
examination of witnesses in your private apartments. \Ve propose, whenever General Gaines disposes of the trust 
confided to him by the General Government, to proceed to the examination of a number of witnesses. Our object 
in this is not to embarrass or interfere in any mamw, the most remote, with his duties. \Ve ask of you to pursue 
the like course, when all our objects can be obtained without inconvenience to any person. 

Permit us to assure you, sir, that respc:ct for ourselves and the authorily under which we have the honor to act 
will not permit ns to acknowledge the receipt of any further communication couched in the language and dictatt-d 
in the spirit of illiberality and accusation. 

• \Ve are, respectfully, your obedient servants, 

Colonel CROWELL. 

No. 12. 

WARREI\ JOURDAN, 
\V. W. WILLIAMSON, 

Commissioners. 

Copy of a letter received from ~Major T. P. Andrews, Special Agent. 

GENTLEMEN: PRINCETON, (NEAR BROKEN ARRow,) June 27, 1825. 

I received your letter dated the 25th last evening, and was not a little surprised at the misapprehension, on 
your part, which appears to have rendered such a letter necessary. 

You remark, you were surprised to hear me remark on the 25th, in reply to an observation of Colonel Jones, 
that "I was unacquainted with the object for which yon were taking testimony." I must deny in the most positive 
manner having made any such remark which would fairly justify such a construction. In your conversation with 
the Revereud Mr. Compere, which took place accidentally in my presence, he remarked that he had conscientious 
scruples against'taking an oath, unless in cases of absolute necessif.'IJ. He then added, if I would say that I viewed his 
giving you his oath as such a case of necessity, he would give it. My reply was, that it was a matter entirely 
between yourselves, which I did not wish to interfere in, and that 1 must decline giving an opinion as to the absolute 
necessity of an affidavit, being incapable of forming a judgment on it, as 1 was unacquainted with tlie objects or 
uses to w!ticli the testimony collected by yourselves was to be applied. You expressed some surprise at the 
remark; I took occasion to add, that I did not know whether your testimony was to be laid before the Executive 
or the Legislature of Georgia; the General Government, or its agent; or to be used before a court of justice. I did 
not make my being unacquainted with those objects or uses a matter of complaint, because (as the authorities of 
Georgia had not thought proper to make me acquainted with their particular intentions as to the use to be made of 
the testimony collected by yonrselvesj I did not consider it a matter on which I had a right to ask information. 
As it has now become a subject of question, and, in a measure, of discussion, I beg leave to ask you distinctly to 
what objects or uses the testimony you collect will be applied: whether it is to be submitted to the agent of the 
General Government, or to the United States Government direct? or whether it is only intended to produce a con­
viction of guilt in the Indian agent before the Legislature, the Executive, the people, or the courts of justice of 
Georgia? 

I am more particularly induced to ask these questions to convince you that, although I have re-examined all 
the letters and sources of information you refer me to, as well as your letter now before me, I am still totally 
unacquainted with the objects or uses to which the testimony to be collected by you is to be applied. At the same 
time, I disclaim all right on my part to receive answers, unless perfectly agreeable; and state distinctly, that, since 
my interview with Colonel Jones, on the Flint river, I could not entertain a doubt that one object of your appoint­
ment was to criminate, if possible, the Indian agent. 

You will certainly excuse me for declining what you appear to wish me to attempt-to " quiet the conscientious 
scruples" of the Rev. Mr. Compere, or any other person on any subject. 

• I told that reverend gentleman, immediately on your leaving us, as he can testify, that I would greatly prefer his 
giving you an affidavit, if consistent, on reflection, with his principles; but that, in saying so, I did not wish to be 
considered as stating my belief as to its absolute necessity, not having been made acquainted with that necessity, 
and having also informed him, as well as the other clergymen in the nation, that (respecting their characters and 
their religious scruples) I should view a conscientious statement from them, without their making oath to it, as all­
sufficient, so far as their testimony was to be applied to the objects of my mission. 

I recollect the inquiries you refer to, as made of Colonel Jones, on the Flint river; and take this opportunity of 
remarking, that I have, as yet, received no answers to them, particularly as to the intention of the commissioners 
to summon the witnesses already examined by the committee, to afford an opportunity of cross-examination. 
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I do not see the light in }Vhich the commissioners wish the first part of the third paragraph of their letter received. 
If no insinuation was intended by it, it appears to me that their expression was uncalled for and unnecessary. It~ 
"n the other hand, it is intended to convey an insinuation of a disposition on my part to act in an unfair or par­
tial manner, I feel called on to say that such an insinu'ation is not warranted by any acts or intentions, or truth, and 
that a repetition must put a stop to all official correspondence between us; as I am determined to avoid all official 
correspondence, (which I am at liberty to avoid,) that is not conducted in a proper spirit of courtesy and justice. 

In reply to the latter part of the same paragraph, I would remark, that I am not in official possession of the 
evidence you refer to, relating to the agent, having returned it to him for the present. I am, however, informed 
by the agent that in due time you will have an opportunity of cross-examining his witnesses, and, consequently, of 
seeing that testimony. 

The course pursued by General Gaines, in relation to the United States interpreter, is one which is conceived 
to be entirely between himself and his Government; and as it regards the statement which I have made to him, in 
reply to his demand for it, of my present impressions in relation to the interpreter, it is between the general and 
myself, and our Government. 

It will readily orcur to you, that you will receive a great amount of information, (if you have not already,) not 
immediately connected with the particular object of investigation, but proper to be submitted to your Government. 
\Vhether such is the fact in relation to yourselves, or not, I take this ocrasion to inform you that I should be want­
ing in respect to the Government which I have the honor, on a particular point, to represent, if I should ofter to 
others the first knowledge of a great deal of information which may incidentally come before me. 

Such is the case in reference to the United States interpreter,,who is not under trial. 
The President has, so far, thought prope1· to disregard the impressions of others which have been laid before 

him, and to continue the interprct€r in office. The commissioners of the late treaty, notwithstanding their impres­
~ions against him, continued to avail themselves of his services whilst in want of an interpreter. His capacity ren­
ders his services necp.ssary to facilitate business. It was only in regard to the propriety of his being employed or 
not as an interpreter on the present occasion, that I have given an opinion to the general; and I understood your 
lrndy,{in the presence of General Gaines on Saturday evening) to approve of his employment, with the precau­
tions which the general has taken on the occasion. 

With consideration and respect, I remain, gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 
T. P. ANDREWS, Special Agent. 

WARREN JouRDAN, WM. W1LLrAMSON, and \VM. H. ToR.RANCE, Esqrs. 
Commissioners, ~•c. 

No.13. 

Copy of a letter from the Commissioners to .iJlajor General E. P. Gaines. 

DEAR GENERAL: CRABTREE's, CnEEK NATION, June 30, 182.5. 
Should the actin~ agent for Indian affairs decline taking the necessary steps to have Kendal Lewis at Prince­

ton, on Saturday next, by 12 o'clock, we trust that y~u will issue an order, directed to John S. Thomas, who is 
the acting marshal to the mission from Georgia, and who will execute with promptness and fidelity any order coming 
through you or the agent. 

With high respect and consideration, we remain your obedient servants, 
WARREN JOURDAN,' 
WM. W. WILLIAMSON, 

Commissioners. 

To the foregoing communil"ation General Gaiues made a verbal reply, through me, stating that he had taken 
the necessary measures, and addressed a letter to the agent, who would use his endeavors to have the witness present. 

No.14. 

M.J. KENAN, 
Secretary to tlie Mission. 

Copy of a letter from tlie Commissionel's to ltlajor General E. P. Gaines. 

DuR GESERAL: CnABTREE's, July 1, 1825. 
We shall attend to-day, at the hour of 2 o'clock, P. i\J., to take the testimony of the Little Prince, Opo­

ithle-Y oho lo, Sandy Greason, John Riley, and Benjamin Hawkins; of which you will please inform Colonel Crowell. 
Ir is not our intention to have this examination in the square, because it will be very lengthy, and there will be no 
convenience for •>ur clerk to take down the answers. We shall object to Colonel Hambly as an interpreter. \Ve 
shall select Hawkins. \Ve wish Colonel Crowell to select another. You will please invite the above witnesses to 
your quarters, where, by your permission, the examination will take place. 

\"ery respectfully, yours, &c. &c. WARREN JOURDAN, 

No. 1.5. 

W.W. WILLIAMSON, 
Commissioners. 

Copy of a letter from lJiajor T. P. Andrews, Special Agent, ~·c. to tlte Commissioners. 

GESTLEMEN: PRINCETON, INDIAN NATION, July l, 1825. 
Your lPlter of this date to General Gaines has been referred to me, as well as the subject to which it re­

lates. Colonel Williamson was present in the square when the chiefs positively refused to have a conversation with 
you, or suffer any examination, except in public, in the open square or council, and made no objections, or was 
not understol)d as making any. I have, therefore, to remind you that you shall have for your clerk all the facilities 
which have been enjoyed by the general and myself in our written intercourse with them, which has been considera­
ble. Both the general and myself will take pleasure in affording you all desirable and possible facilities; but all 
questions put to the Indians must be in writing, that they may not be subject to be misapprehended. This is a 
course which the officers of the General Government have felt themselves bound to pursue, and one which, it is 
thought, is due in fairness to the Indians. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. P. ANDREWS, Special Agent. 

To Cols. WARREN JouRD\N and \V'M. \\". WrLLIA!l1SON, at Crabtree's. i 
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No. 16. 

Copy of a letter from the Commissioners to JUajor T. P. Andrews, Special Agent, iS•c. 

Sm: PRINCETON, INDIAN NATION, July I, 1825. 
Your communication of this morning, in reply to ours of the same date, has been received. \Ve cannot see 

the analogy between the cases cited. Your and the general's correspondence with the Indians, we presume, 
from your note, has been conducted in writing. You have had time and leisure in your ruoms to make your com­
munications; the Indians, on the other hand, have had reasonable time allowed them to respond. 

Your objects have been national; ours relate to the elucida,tion of a few facts, and to correct erroneous opinions 
in relation to a few incidents connected with the late disturbances. \Ve respectfully, and in great deference to the 
opinions of you and the general, ask, as a right due to Georgia, to examine a few chiefs in General Gaines's room, 
or in Major Rockwell's, the counsel for Colonel Crowell. We ask it from the following considerations: First, that 
the examination and cross-examination would, in all probability, consume a day. Secondly, that we always intended, 
and have always so expressed ourselves, that it should be under the immc-diate observation and control of General 
Gaines and yourself, and under the observation of Colonel Crowell and his counsel. Under such an arrangement, we 
cannot withhold the expression of our opinion, that, if any advantage existed, it would certainly be on the side of 
the agent. Thirdly, it does not seem reasonable to us, in the compliance of an unreasonable request by the In­
dians, that they will hold no converse or communication with the Georgia commissioners, unless in the open square, 
that .we should be subjected to all the inconveniences of the most inclement season, when no possible injury could 
result to themselves or the agent in pursuing the course we propose. Fourthly, from the facility of communication 
with themselves by signs, as well as in a language we do not understand, we are firmly of the opinion that no possible 
good could result in the examination we propose, if their proposition be adopted; no possible injury could result to 
any person from the adoption of the course we propose, under the restrictions and safeguards we accede to. Fifthly, 
if we have not been misinformed, the agent has had all the benefits and indulgencies extended to him that we ask 
for or claim. \Ve would respectfully suggest to General Gaines to recall to his recollection the distinct and posi-
tive understanding on this subject in his room, between the Georgia commissioners and himself. • 

The interrogatories we propose exhibiting are reduced to writing, and we had no wish to 5ubmit them in any 
other form. It belongs to you gentlemen, exclusively, to say whether the like indulgence will be afforded us. 

Yours, &c. &c. 

Major T. P. ANDREWS. 
No.17. 

WARR EN JOURDAN, 
Wl\I. W. WILLIAMSON, 

Commissioners. 

Copy of a letterfrom lllajor T. P. Andrews, Special Agent, to the Georgia Commissioners. 

GENTLE~mN: PRINCETON, INDIAN 1'ATION, July I, 1823. 
Your communication, in reply to my letter of this morning, was handed to me whilst General Gaines and 

myself were engaged in council with the Indians at Broken Arrow. I immediately hand€d it to the general, who 
stated your request to the chiefs in council, and urged them to accede to it. I am requested by General Gaines 
to say that he has no objections to the chiefs meeting you at any place; but that the objection is made by the chiefs 
themselves, and that he is not disposed to insist on their doing so against their own determination. l\ly objection 
relates solely to any questions being put to them that are not in writing, and by that means placed on record, and 
out of danger of being misapprehended. l\Jy objection was elicited in consequence of having understood from 
General Gaines that Colonel Jones, of your board, refused to put them in writing. You will permit me to rt>mark, 
that, on the score of time, neither General Gaines nor myself can but think that you have iiad at least as much 
time in which to make your examination as any other person or persons whatever; indeed, from the number of 
your board, it is thought that you enjoy, in that respect, very great advantages. The only questions put to the 
Indians, in relation to the Indian agent, were propounded to them, and answered in the course of an hour or so, 
without leaving the council, and not as supposed in your communication. 

As it regards the exposure of the commissioners of Georgia to the inclemency of the weather, I cannot but 
remind you that it is an exposure which the general and myself would have taken pleasure to share with yo~, 
although we have already been exposed to that weather for some time without intermission. 

I take this opportunity of assuring you that you have been misinformed in supposing that the agent has had the 
" benefits and indulgences which you ask for." 

The general directs me to say that he does not consider himself as having had any understanding which mili­
tates in the smallest degree with his present determination of not compelling the Indians by force (if he had a force 
near him, which you know is not the case,) to attend the examination in the particular manner you request of him. 

He has not only requested them, but urged them, so far as he could do so with propriety, to accede to your 
request, which they have replied to with great fixedness, as you will perceive from their reply, which he requests 
me to say will be handed to you so soon as it can be made out and copied. 

\Vith high consideration and respect, your obedient servant, 
T. P. ANDREWS, Special Agent. 

To Cols. \V.-1.RREN JouRDAN and \V. \V. \V1LLIAMSON, Commissioners. 

No.18. 

Copy of a letter received p-om Jlajor E. G. TV. Butler. 

HEAD-QUARTERS, EASTERN DEPARTMENT, 

GENTLEMEN: CREEK AGENCY, July 1, 1825. 
Major General Gaines yesterday communicated to the Indian council, in presence of Colonel 'Williamson, 

the wish of the Georgia commissioners to examine a few of the chiefs, and remarked that it would not be necessary 
for them to remain in council after to-day, as the commissioners were desirous of taking their testimony out of 
council. 

Hopoithle-Yoholo, speaker of the Creek nation, answered that the council would remain in session, if the gent>ral 
wished it, but that he would transact no business in private with the Georgia commissioners. 

Having received your request this day, the general accordingly notified the council. Hopoithle-Yoholo replied, 
that the plan pursued by the Georgians, of taking them out of their square, had caused all their troubles, and imposed 
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on the general the necessity of coming here. He repeated their determination not to meet you privately, and 
remarked that pri',(ate meetings, where persons do not adhere to truth, make difficulties, and have brought General 
Gaines here. He observed, moreover, that he did not know what further to say to you, as you had learned their 
difficulties through Mr. Compere, and that he thought their business was with General Gaines, as the President 
required information; that the Indians were involved in their present difficulties J.-iy the Georgians; and, as the 
general was about to succeed in settling them, they thought it best to refrain from an interview, lest it should pre­
vent his success, and put him to the inconvenience of returning again; that Georgia intrigues had brought them 
from their crops, which were necessary to feed their little children; and that the .Muscogee nation and Georgia 
were like two children that quarrel, and if one is stronger than the other, he tells lies on him, puts him in the wrong, 
and then get11 him whipped for it. 

General Gaines here remarked, that there were good people in Georgia as in all other States; to which Ho­
poithle Yoho lo assented. 

He concluded his remarks by saying that he supposed the Master of breath had decreed that the Muscogee 
nation should be reduced and imposed upon; that the time had now arrived, and he presumed it must happen. 

I have the honor to enclose the above remarks, literally, as they were taken down by me, for your satisfat·tion 
and information. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. G. W. BUTLER, 

Aid-de-camp, and Secretary to the .iJiission. 
To Colonels WARREN JoURD.rn and W.W. WILLIAMSON, 

Commissioners. 

We certify that we were present during the above remarks, and that they are correct, as reported by Lieuten­
ant Butler. 

No. 19. 

WILLIAM HAMBLY, 
United States Interpreter. 

BENJAMIN HAWKINS, • 
Interpreter for t!te l;lclnte1sh party. 

Copy of a letter from M. J. Kenan, Secretary, ~c., to ,llajor E. G. lV. Butler. 

SIR: CnABTREE's, CREEK NATION, July 3, 1825. 
I am directed by the commissioners on the part of Georgia to acknowledge the receipt of your communi­

cation of the 1st instant, detailing at great length the reasons assigned by Hopoithle Yoholo and other chiefs for 
declining the proposition of the Georgia commissioners to be " examined in private." No such requisition as this, 
sir, has as yet been made, nor was it ever intended. The wish and request of the commissioners was, that he, together 
with other chiefs, should be examined separately and apart, and under every restriction and safeguard which the 
general, the special agent, and the counsel for the agent, might suggest. 

In replying further, I have been directed to say to you, that the commissioners believe the statements attributed 
to Hopoithle Yoholo to )1ave been interpreted to you in the manner related; but that, if the recording angel were 
to make such a statement as coming from Hopoithle Yoholo, they should still be incredulous and of little faith. In 
making this declaration, they wish not to be understood as intending any insinuation the most remote against the 
majesty of Him who sits enthroned in justice, wisdom, and truth, and who they believe is at this moment taking 
special cognizance of the transactions of men, but to convey to you in the strongest terms the utter and unavailable 
attempt to impose such statements on the representatives of Georgia as the unadvised effusions of the speaker of 
the co11ncil of the Creek nation of Indians. 

They pmst conscientiously believe that every person who possesses an acquaintance with their situation and 
capacities, and who would be governed in their opinions and belief by the dictates of truth and impartiality, would 
irresistibly conclude that this is not the language of an untutored savage. No, sir; they believe it to be the work of 
that " wily and perfidious individual whose life and character have been too much diversified and too strongly marked 
to make him a fit officer of public trust;" of him who, if half that is said be true, is the most corrupt and unprincipled 
being that disgr~ces and dishonors even Indian society; of him who, it is said, was the faithful pilot to Pakenham's 
army in their aavance upon New Orleans; who, it is also said, was the commander of a large detachment of 
Seminole Indians in the late war, and afterwards commanded a negro fort on "the Appalachicola at the close of the 
war; and who, to cap the climax, is at this time the trustworthy and confidential interpreter of your Government. 
And this, sir, is the immaculate individual whose vices and whose crimes are proverbial; who, under the specious 
pretext of an Indian talk, is licensed to abuse indiscriminately the Government of Georgia, its public functionaries, 
and its citizens. 

From such an administration, and such agents, may we speedily obtain a happy and constitutional deliverance. 
It is due to the commissioners and to the legitimate authorities of Georgia to say thus much, and not from any 

respect to the individual who is the subject of it; for if he alone had been concerned, a moment's reflection would 
not have been bestowed on him. 

You will no doubt think the remarks concerning Mr. Hambly to be acrimonious: they nevertheless arc deemed 
just, and necessary to a vindication of their conduct, and the respectable citizens of our much beloved State, upon 
whom, of late, copious showers of slander and abuse have been gratuitously and wantonly poured. An allusion has 
been made to the Rev. L. Compere-a passing remark will suffice on that subject. The commissioners think him 
a fit associate and companion of the interpreter of your Government, and they are confirmed in the opinion from 
the reflection that he has, with the most unblushing effrontery, made public a statement relative to the late dis­
turbances in the Creek nation, which he refuses to confirm by affirmation or oath; a statement with which truth 
has no connexion. And they are justified in the conclusion that, when gentlemen of his cloth turn hypocrites and 
degrade the dignity of their office, they become the most mercenary and deceitful revilers of truth, regardfoss alike 
of eVfiry moral principle and every sentiment which bind, govern, or influence the conduct of pious and honest men. 

They ask pardon of th~ reverend gentleman for not assigning him au honorary rank and membership in the 
; dishonorable purpose of misrepresentation, defamation, and falsehood. 

In conclusion, permit me to remark, that no offence is intended you in this reply. They wholly disclaim any 
such wish or intention. Your deportment has been marked with more courtesy and respect than any other public 
functionary belonging to your mission, with whom they have transacted business. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. J. KENAN, Secretary to Mission. 

Major BuTLBR, Princeton. 
105 E 
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No.20. 

Copy of a letter from JJlajor Butler to the Commissioners. 

HEAD-QUARTERS, EASTERN DEPARTlIENT, 
GENTLEMEN: CREEK AGENCY, July 3, 1825. 

Your communication of this date is now before me. The remarks which I submitted to you yesterday were, 
as I then informed you, "for your information and satisfaction;" and I owe it to Georgia and to myself to say that 
delicacy would have prevented me from furnishing those remarks, had you not urged the 5eparate examination of 
certain chiefs, after they had positively declined, in presence of Colonel Williamson, to meet you out of council. 

If, in using the expression "examined in private," in contradistinction to examined in council, I did not convey 
your meaning, I hope you will pardon me. 

In replying to your remarks concerning the incapacity of Hopoithle Yoholo, I cannot but express to you, gen­
tlemen, the pride and satisfaction I experience in being afforded an opportunity of offering my feeble testimony to 
the independence, frankness, and astonishing natural abilities which so eminently distinguish this noble warrior. 
There can exist no reasonable doubt of the extraordinary powers of his comprehensh·e mind. I have seen them 
elicited on various occasions, through the medium of four different interpreters, and witnessed by men of talents 
and integrity. 

So far as relates to Mr. Hambly, United States interpreter, I beg you will forgive me for not concurring with 
you in your opinion. I have no re11son to doubt his integrity; and when I say he possesses the confidence of 
Andrew Jackson, with whom he served on trying occasions, I offer you the highest evidence I can afford of his 
integrity; at least so far as he was concerned with the Seminole Indians and at New Orleans. 

Of the correctness of his interpretations before the council, I will merely rem:i.rk, that it is confirmed by the 
testimony of four interpreters, one of whom belongs to the .:McIntosh party, and had been selected by the Georgia 
commissioners. The importance of my official duties prevents me from replying more folly to your communication; 
but while I tender you my most respectful acknowledgments for the complimentary manner in which you mention 
my deportment, I spurn your insinuations against the General Government, under which I have the honor to hol<l 
a commission. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. G. W. BUTLER, 

Aid-de-camp, and Secretary to the Mission. 
To Colonels W. JouRD.\N and ,v. \V. \V1LLIAMSON, 

Georgia Commissioners. 

No. 21. 

Copy of a lttter from the Commissioners to ,Uajor General E. P. Gaines. 

Sm: UcHEE BRIDGE, July 3, 1825. 
\Ve have this evening received a letter from Major Butler, as aid-de-camp and secretary to the mission, in 

which we find he has made a mistake. We notice it that it may be corrected. Major Butler states, that "of the 
correctness of his (Hambly's) interpretations before the council, I will merely remark, that it is confirmed by the 
testimony of four interpreters, one of whom belongs to the McIntosh party, and had been selected by tlie Georgia 
commissioners." In the employment of Benjamin Hawkins (for we presume he is the one alluded to) as an inter­
preter, we most positively disclaim any agency-even a recommendation; and the first intimation we had of it was 
your declaration at the time you were about entering into the conversation with the Little Prince, (and at which 
you had invited us to attend,) that you had brouglit him with you as a check upon the other interpreter. We then 
expressed ourselves satisfied with the arrangement you had made. 

Instead of answers to the interrogatories submitted by us to Kendal Lewis, we this morning received the inter­
rogatories themselves, with information that he had absented himself. We are therefore under the necessity of re­
questing you to issue an order that he may be brought before us for examination. 

We would be glad to have copies of the talks which have passed between yourself and the Indian council, either 
in writing or which were taken down by Major Butler, that we may be able to lay them before the Governor of 
Georgia. As Major Butler may be very much engaged, our secretary (Mr. Kenan) will take great pleasure in 
making the transcript, and he will only have to subjoin his certificate after he has examined them. 

\Vith considerations of high respect, we are, sir, your obedient servants, 
SEABORN JONES, 
WARREN JOURDAN. 
W. W. WILLIAMSON, 
WM. H. TORRANCE, 

Major General E. P. G.uNES. Commissioners. 

No.22. 

Jfajor Butler to the Commissio11ers. 

HEAD-QUARTERS, EASTERN DEPARTMENT, 
GENTLEMEN: CnEEK AGENCY, July 4, 1825. 

I am instructed by Major General Gaines to reply to your communication of the 3d instant. 
You say that I was mistaken in my remarks that one of the interpreters (meaning Hawkins)" had been selected 

by tke Georgia commissioners." You acknowledge that you expressed your satisfaction with General Gaines's 
arrangement of using Hawkins as a check upon the United States' interpreter; and in your communication to 
General Gaines of the 1st instant, you remark, "we shall object to Colonel Hambly as an interpreter; we shall 
select Hawkins." . 

The general further instructs me to say to you that Kendal Lewis declared to him that he knew nothing but 
from report, and, if he has refused to give his testimony, he has not the power to compel him; that the authenticity 
of the Indian talks having been denied by the commissioners, he deems it proper to retain them until they can be 
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officially promulgated; and finally, that his courtesy having been impeached by the commissioners, notwithstanding 
his efforts to meet their wishes, so far as was consistent with his official duties, he thinks it proper that your corres­
pondence should cease. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. G. W. BUTLER, 

Aid-de-camp and Sectetary to the .llfission. 

To Colpnels s. JoNES, w. JOURDAN, w. ,v. ,v1LLIAMSON, and w. H. TORRANCE, 
Georgia Commissioners. 

No.23. 

Copy of a letter from ]lfessrs. Smith, Compere, and Hill. 
GENTLEMEN! Asnuny, June 27, 1825. 

Since our interview with you on Saturday last, we have considered your request, and therefore beg leave to 
assure you, that, while for your individual persons we entertain sentiments of the highest respect, and feel no desire 
to infringe on you in your official capacity, we are compelled, from a sense of propriety, to decline answering any 
questions either upon oath or affirmation. But as we have no disinclination to afford what information may be in 
our power, we are willing to answer questions you may propose to us, provided such inquiries are made in writing, 
and our answers may be given in the same way. We beg leave further to state, that, if our communication should 
be demeed important, if the United States should require us to give it the validity ofan oath, we shall be willing 
to accede to it. 

W'ith sentiments of respect, we remain yours, 

To Messrs. JoNES, ToRRANCE, and JouRDAN. 
No. 24. 

Testimony of James 111oss. 
CREEK NATION, (at Kendal Lewis's:) 

ISAAC SMITH, 
LEE COMPERE, 
W. C. HILL. 

By virtue of a commission from his excellency the Governor of the State of Georgia, to us directed, to receive 
and examine testimony in relation to the conduct of Colonel John Crowell, agent for Indian affairs for the Creek 
nation of Indians, we have caused James Moss to come before us, who, being duly sworn, saith: 

That, shortly after the time that the Rev. William Capers made application to the council of Indian chiefs for 
liberty for missionaries to preach, (where they had been solicited,) he was present at conversations of the agent, 
Colonel Crowell, at the house of Thomas Crowell, at Fort Mitchell, in the Creek nation, and at other places, where 
the agent stated that Mr. Capers, in his application to the chiefs for leave to preach in the nation, referred to thf:' 
laws of the United States, and urged the right to preach wherever the United States [had] authority; but that the 
chief~ refused him; that, to get them to refuse, he (the agent) before the chiefs went into council went to the tent 
of the Big Warrior, and gave him a talk not to let the missionaries preach in the nation. 

Deponent further states, that, some time since, (he believes in the year 1822,) in a conversation that the agent 
had with him, the agent told the deponent that himself and Thomas Crowell, his brother, had failed for a large 
amount, (he believes between the sums of thirteen thousand and seventeen thousand dollars;) that he had placed his 
brother, Thomas Crowell, at Fort .Mitchell, to make what money he could to pay off the debts of the firm; that, at 
that time, Thomas Crowell had a considerable stock of goods in the nation at Fort Mitchell. 

That, while David B. Mitchell was agent, Drury Spain, a white man residing in the nation, sold to the Cussetah 
Indians about twenty hundred or twenty-five hundred dollars worth of goods, for which several of the .Cussetah 
chiefs gave him an obligation to pay the same; that the same was not paid until the present agent came into office; 
that Mr. Spain applied to the agent to aid and assist him in getting the amount, but that the agent refused, and said 
that he would not render Mr. Spain any as&istance to get the same; that, after the lapse of more than a year, Mr. 
Spain sold the obligation to the agent's brother Thomas and another person, at a reduction of five hundred dollars, 
or thereabouts: the agent said that he would see that .Mr. Spain was paid for a flat (a ferry-boat) that he built; 
that, after the transfer of the obligation above named, the deponent was keeper of a toll-bridge in the nation, which 
belonged to the Cussetah Indians; that he received orders to pay over the money he received as toll to the holders 
of the obligation, and did so while he kept the bridge; that he also saw credits on the same obligation on account 
of payments made by money received from the Flint river ferry, at the agency; that the deponent settled in the 
Creek nation in the summer of 1821, within about forty miles of the agency. 

After the foregoing statements were made, Mr. Moss was asked by the commissioners whether or not he believed 
(and, if so, the reasons of that belief) that the agent was friendly or unfriendly to the late treaty. He stated that 
he heard the agent say, a few days before the death of General McIntosh, that he had brought fruit-trees from New 
York, and planted them at the agency, and fixed himself well, and that McIntosh had then sold him out; and that, 
from a variety of circumstances, he verily does believe that the agent was decidedly opposed to the treaty; that he 
heard one of the Cussetah chiefs who went to the Indian Springs to attend the treaty say that the agent told Paddy 
Carr, who had acted as interpreter for individuals, to state to some Indians that, if they remained at the Springs 
that night, they would be compelled to sign the treaty next morning. 

Sworn to and subscribed before us, this 28th day of June, 182.5. 
JAMES MOSS. 

WM. H. TORRANCE, 
SEABORN JONES, 

Commissio11ers, 

lnten-ogatories to be exhibited to the Revere11d L. Compae. 

1st. Were you present ..when the Indians killed McIntosh and Etome Tustunnuggee? 
2d. What was the cause which induced the Indians to kill McIntosh and Etome Tustunnuggec? Was it for 

the violation of any law? What law was it, and when was it passed? Was it signed by General McIntosh, or made 
in council held at Broken Arrow? 

3d. After McIntosh had received a shot, was he taken out of his house by any chiefl If yea, by whom? and 
what did he say to McIntosh, and what was McIntosh's reply? 
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4th. Do you know any thing, of your own knowledge, of the circumstances attending the murder of McIntosh 
and others; or is not all your knowledge derived from the information of others? 

5th. Was not Colonel Crowell opposed to a cession of the land by the Indians to the United States, and did he 
not use his influence to prevent one? 

6th. Was Colonel Crowell friendly to a cession of land, and did he use his influence to get them to cede it? 
7th. Do you not know or believe (and state the reasons of your belief) that Colonel Crowell instigated Walker 

to oppose the cession of land, or that "\Valker was acting agreeably to Colonel Crowell's wishes and directions in 
doing so? 

8th. Did you not write a letter to the editors of tl:ie Southern Intelligencer relative to the disturbances in the 
nation, and the murder of McIntosh and Etome Tustunnuggee? For what purpose did you write that letter? Was 
it for the purpose of publication? Are the editors of that paper related to you, and in what degree? Do you know 
the statements in that letter to be true? Have you written any letter to South Carolina about it, and when, and to 
whom? 

Relate all you know, as if particularly interrogated thereto, concerning the charges against Colonel Crowell, 
the Indian agent, of having exercised his influence to prevent the late treaty, and also the charge of his being the 
instigator of, or privy to, the murder of McIntosh. Are you and the agent, or not, upon friendly terms? 

JJ11·. Compere's answer. 

W. H. TORRANCE, 
SEABORN JONES, 

Commissioners of t!,e State of Georgia. 

GENTLEMEN: ASBURY, June 27, 1825. 
In answer to your interrogatories, I have to state that, with respect to your inquiry " if I was present when 

McIntosh and E1ome Tustunnuggee were killed?" I say I was not. 
2d. Your inquiry rcl.ating to the cause of their death, &c. My belief is, that the cause of their death was the 

signing a treaty which ceded away part of their land to the United States, in violation of their own laws. My un­
derstanding is, that the particular law was one made some years ago, which had been renewed at Broken Arrow, 
and afterwards at the Polecat Springs. This impression I received from a conversation had with the Big Warrior 
soon after the breaking up of the meeting held between the United States' commissioners and the Cherokees, and 
from several conversations with different chiefs after the Indians met at Polecat Springs. With regard to the 
signing of such a law by McIntosh, I know nothing about it. 

3d. After McIntosh was shot, I have been frequently informed he was taken out of the house by a chief whose 
name I do not now remember. With respect to a conversation passing between him and the chief at that time: 
at first I did understand such a circumstance did take place, but I have now some reason to believe that my in­
formation with respect to that was circumstantially incorrect. For the substance of that conversation, I refer you 
to a paragraph in my letter published in the Southern Intelligencer, to the editor of which paper I have subse­
quently forwarded a notice to inform him in what respect it is incorrect. 

4th. As to what I know of these matters, you will perceive from my answer to your second interrogatory that 
it is all derived from other persons. 

5th and 6th. As it respects Colonel Crowell's opposition and agency with regard to a cession of land, I know 
nothing at all, except that.I understood from some of the chiefs, after the meeting at Broken Arrow, that he was 
altogether neutral. 

7th. On your last inquiry I am as unable to give you any information as in some others: fo1· whether Colonel 
Crowell and Captain "\Valker have opposed the treaty in conjunction or separately I know not; and that I should 
not know any thing cannot he wondered at, when it is known that our communications with each other have not 
been instigated by our friendship for each other. 

Yours, with due respect, 
L. COMPERE. 

To Messrs. JoNEs, ToRRANcE, and JouRDAN. 

P. S. In connexion with what I have stated in answer to the 7th inquiry, as I do not know any thing on the 
subject, I therefore cannot believe auy thing about it. L. C. 

The first time I heard of the killing of .McIntosh was on the day the chiefs arrived at Tuckaubatchee with the 
information to that effect. That morning I had intended to go to the Ufauley town, on business relative to our 
mission, but was informed by our boys that the Indians were gone up the river to kill .McIntosh; and, on further 
inquiry, was told that this was known among our boys about five days. On being asked why they did not tell me, 
was answered, because we thought you would tell somebody else. 

I have written to the editor of the Intelligencer in reference to this subject. 1t has been published with my 
name, and it was done so to give information which, with the exception of a part of a paragraph, (the circum­
stances of ";hich paragraph I have already explained,) I believe to be correct, from the information I have received 
from different chiefs and other Indians in the nation. 

Some part of the interrogatories l can say nothing about, as I know nothing about th1m1. 
As it respects Colonel Crowell being the instigator of the murder of McIntosh, I can only state that I do not 

believe it, for two reasons: 1st. The principal chiefs in my neighborhood deny it in the most unequivocating terms. 
2d. The agent met the Indians and informed them that the treaty was ratified. Some of the Indians called at our 
place, and declared that the agent and they had not been friendly all the meeting, for that the chiefs had quarrelled 
with him all the time. 

With regard to any further inquiries about the letter, I cannot answer them, as it is before the public. 
L. COMPERE. 

Mr. Compere being requested by the commissioners to swear or affirm to the foregoing facts and belief, as stated 
by himself, refused to do so; and stated that if the United States required it he would do so. 

WARREN JOURDAN, 
W. H. TORRANCE, 
SEABORN JONES, 

Commis1ioners. 
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Statement of Josiah Gray, an Indian half-breed. 

CRABTREE's, CREEK NATION, July 3, 1825. 

Josiah Gray says that, during the council at Broken Arrow, (that is, on the third day,) he received orders from 
the Little Prince to take the track back home; that he had no business at the council; and that, if he did not obey 
the orders in four hours, they would think further about it-meaning, as I suppgsed, they would do me some injury; 
that I was talking with the Georgia commissioners, which they did not like; and that they had given order3 to their 
people to hold no talk with the Georgia commissioners. This order was given to me by the chiefs from the Oso­
chee and Uchee towns: they said they received orders from the Little Prince, as above stated. The names of the 
chiefs are Tholoi! Tustunnuggee, Thlewaley Tustunnuggee, and The-lis-ligab, from the Uchees. 

JOSIAH GRAY, his+ mark. 
Done in the presence of 

Testimony of John ill. Back. 

STATE oF ALABAMA, Montgomery County: 

W. JOURDAN, 
W. W. WILLIAMSON, 
HA YNES CRABTREE. 

By virtue of a commission from his excellency the Governor of the State of Georgia, to us directed, to receive 
and examine testimony in relation to the conduct of Colonel John Crowell, agent for Indian affairs for the Creek 
nation of Indians, we have caused John M. Bach to come before us, who, being duly sworn, saith: 

That, during the time that the late Indian treaty was held at the Indian Springs, in Georgia, in February last, 
he was in a conversation with Colonel Crowell, the agent, concerning the Indian affairs, during which time he 
mentioned to the agent the death of the Big Warrior; when the agent replied, that it was good he was dead; that 
he was a damned coward, and ought to have died ten years ago; that if he had cut MclntowP's throat ten years ago, 
the Indian lands would not have been sold. After the foregoing conversation had passed, the Tuckaubatchee chiefs 
passed the agent's office, returning from the room where the United States' commissioners were holding the treaty; 
they were stopped by Paddy, (a lad of about sixteen or seventeen yea~s old, from appearance a half-breed,) who 
was standing before the agent's office, who addressed them in a short talk: though the deponent does not understand 
much of the Indian tongue, yet he believes, from what he saw and heard, (the agent being near them,) that the lad 
Paddy spoke to the chiefs above named to oppose the treaty, and that what he said came from the agent. From the 
foregoing circumstances, connected with many others, he has no doubt but the agent was opposed to the treaty. 
The deponent believes that Paddy was in the employ of the Crowells. He has seen him in the store of Thomas 
Crowell at Fort Mitchell, and at the agent's office at the Springs. 

Sworn to and subscribed before us, this 30th day of June, 1825. 

Henry Fine/i's testimony. 

STATE OF ALABAMA, Montgomery County: 

JOHN M. BACH. 

WM. H. TORRANCE, 
SEABORN JONES, 

Commissioners. 

By virtue of a commission to us directed, to take testimony relative to the conduct of Colonel John Crowell, 
agent of Indian affairs, we have caused Henry Finch to come before us at the house of Benjamin Williamson, in 
the town of Montgomery, who made the following statement, and was duly sworn to the same: 

That, in the month of October, in the year 1821, he applied to Colonel John Crowell, agent for Indfan affairs, 
for a license to trade with the Indians, and to know of him the terms on which it would be granted; that Colonel 
Crowell told him that he would grant him one on his producing a certificate from some respectable person that he 
was a man of fair and respectable character, and giving a bond with good security in $1,000 that he would violate 
no regulations relative to the Indian trade; that he inquired of Colonel John Crowell if he was acquainted with 
James S. Frierson, Esq., and if his certificate would answer as to his (Finch's) character, and the sufficiency ofa 
man by the name of Stone, whom he proposed to get as his security. To this Colonel Crowell replied, that he was 
well acquainwd with Mr. Frierson, and that his certificate would be sufficient; that he (Finch) then proceeded to 
Georgia, and saw Mr. Frierson, who told him he would write the agent a letter on the subject; that he then pro­
ceeded and purchased a load of goods for the Indian market; and having the letter from Mr. Frierson, and the bond 
(which the ar:ent had given him) executed by himself, and Stone as his security, he came into the nation, and 
applied for a license to the agent, and was positively refused; that he told the agent of his promise, of his having 
laid out his money in consequence of it, for goods suited only for the Indian market, and of the loss he would sus­
tain; that the agent told him Spain would buy his goods; he replied, Spain had no money, and if he sold on a credit, 
he would lose the tools he had to work ,yith; that the agent then told him Tom Crowell (agent's brother) would buy 
them: and to this he gave no reply. Next morning the agent told him he had concluded to give him a license to 
sell out that wagon load of goods, and asked him if he could do it in thirty days, to which he answered yes; 
upon which the agent gave him a license for one month. He then asked the agent if there was no possible way 
by which he could get a license to trade when that was out; to which the agent replied there was none. He then 

. left him and sold his goods. 
After the month was ended, on his way from the Alabama to Georgia, he had a conversation with Thomas Crow­

ell, at Fort Mitchell, or Princeton, and, talking about the profits of his late adventure, a partnership was proposed by 
him (Finch) between himself and Thomas Crowell, if he could get a license from the agent. Thomas Crowell said 
he would write to his brother (the agent) his views on the subject, if he (Finch) would remain till next day; 
next day (which he thinks was about the 4th of February, 1822,) Thomas Crowell gave him a letter for the 
atrrnt, and he (Finch) proposed that they should talk over the terms of the co-partnership; to which Thomas 
Crowell replied that it was not necessary, as his brother (the agent) could arrange the terms with him if a license 
were granted. 

He then proceeded to the agency on Flint river, and handed the letter to the agent. After the agent had read 
the letter, they commenced a conversation about the co-partnership, the terms, &c., when the agent drew up the 
articlrs between them, by which 500 dollars were to be advanced by each, to constitute a trading capital to be 
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managed by him, (Finch,) in the name of him, (Finch,) for the benefit of him and Thomas Crowell. The profits 
were to be equally divided, after deducting all expenses, including reasonable wages for him, (Finch,) and the part­
nership to continue during their mutual pleasure. 

That John Crowell, agent, then signed Thomas Crowell's name to the articles, and advanced $400 of the money 
to him, (Finch;) the other $100 was never advanced by any one; that he never saw the contents of the letter writ­
ten by Thomas Crowell to the agent, and that his second license was dated about the 6th of February, 1822; that 
he traded among the Indians for nearly three years, and settled with Thomas Crowell when he closed, and gave 
him up the articles which had been so signed by John and himself, and took his receipt for upwards of $1,300 in foll 
for the stock and profits; that while the partnership continued, he and Thomas Crowell bought from Drury Spai11 
an account he had against the Cussetah Indians for about $2,500 or $2,600, and gave him for the same $2,000-one­
half to be taken in goods, $600 to be paid down, and the other $400 to be paid in a few months after. The rea­
son why Spain sold the account, as he then understood, was because the agent refused to give Spain any assistance 
in getting his money from the Indians, and refused to pay him out of the money which came through the agent's 
hands, for annuities, ferriages, &c.; that after he and Thomas Crowell purchased the account, they had no difficul­
ty in getting the money paid over to them, as it came into the agent's hands, such as annuities, ferriages, and so forth; 
that a considerable part of the account had been paid, part by the agent out of the annuity, and part by him from 
the ferry, where the agent resided, at Flint river. When he settled with Tom Crowell, about the first or last of 
January, Crowell took the balance of the Spain debt as so much of his share. 

This deponent further states, that when the partnership was entered into, there was a verbal restriction imposed 
on him not to trade within ten miles of Fort Mitchell, (Thomas Crowell's stand,) except in passing. This de­
ponent knows that there has been a store kevt at \Valker's, the late sub-agent's, since the fall of 1822, which was 
always understood to belong to him; that he (Walker) purchased and supplied it with goods, and acted in all re­
spects towards it as owners of stores usually do; that it was on the main trading Federal road from Line creek to 
Fort Mitchell, and must have [been] seen and known by the agent. This deponent saith, in explanation of that 
part of his testimony which relates to the annuity, that he received a part of the annuity of 1823, the balance re­
maining after paying the account due Thomas Crowell; but that he received none of the annuity of 1824, there be­
ing so small a balance 1'maining-, after paying Thomas Crowell's account, (made after the payment of the previous 
annuity,) that it was not worth attending to. 

HENRY FINCH. 

The foregoing five and part of sixth pages [MS.] were read over by the witness, and corrected by his directions, 
and sworn to and signed by him, in our presence, this 30th of June, 1825. 

Testimony of Steplcen Hawkins. 

GEORGIA, Baldwin County: 

SEABORN JONES, 
WM. H. TORRANCE, 

Commissioners. 

By virtue of a commission from hi& excellency the Governor of Georgia, to us directed, to receive and examine­
testimony in relation to the charges lately preferred by the Governor aforesaid against John Crowell, agent for In­
dian affairs in the Creek nation of Indians, we have taken the examination of Stephen Hawkins, a white man resi­
dent in said nation, who, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith: 

That he has resided in the Creek nation thirty-eight years, or thereabouts; that, on the second day of May last, 
he was on his way from Fort Jackson to his residence at Chdokonojah, in the nation; he was stopped by eight or 
ten Indians, who belonged to the hostile party; they seemed to be headed by John Riley, a half-breed; Riley told 
him they were sent by Hopoithle Yoholo, a Tuckaubatchee chief, to take all the property belonging to the Haw­
kins' and McIntosh, and carry it to Tuckaubatchee; they took what property they [he] had with him, except two 
horses, (one of which he was riding, and the other rode by his wife,) which they afterwards took, and carried away; 
the property to be had on the road was two negro boys and a thousand yards of homespun, two sacks of salt, be­
sides a number of other articles; he told them that they ought not to take his property; that he had nothing to do 
with the treaty: Riley replied to him, that Hopoithle Yoholo had ordered him to do so, and that the agent (Colonel 
Crowell) had ordered Hopoithle Yoholo to have it done. Some of the same party met at his house aud took what 
he had there, being some other negroes and other property. That, in consequence of the conduct of the hostile 
party, he left the nation, apprehending that they would kill him; they did kill his son, Samuel Hawkins; all his fam. 
ily had to leave the nation, through foar; he now lives near Fort Jackson, in Alabama. 

, STEPHEN HAWKINS, his + mark. 

Sworn 10 and subscribed before us, this 21st day of June, 1825. 

Testimony of John l-V. Freeman, 
GEORGIA, Baldwin County: 

WARREN JOURDAN. 
W. W. WILLIAMSON. 
W. H. TORRANCE, 

Commissioners. 

John \V. Freeman was this day brought before us, as two of the commissioners appointed by the Governor of 
the State aforesaid, to take testimony in relation to the conduct of John Crowell, agent for Indian affairs for thP­
Creek nation of Indians, in obedience of an order issued by us for that pnrpose; and being duly sworn to state all 
the facts and circumstances which came to his knowledge, and also what he had heard, upon which his opinions 
were founded, deposeth as follows: 

That, on or about the 3d day of May last, he arrived at the house of Haynes Crabtree, in the Indian nation, four 
miles from Fort .Mitchell, at night, wlum information was given that four painted Indians had been seen near there. 
inquiring if that was not Crabtree's house. From this circumstance, and the fact that Carr (a mixed blooded man) 
had run away from th<!ir house, a considerable alarm was excited, and apprehensions eotPrtained that the Indians 
intended some other great violence, in addition to the murder of McIntosh, which had just then taken plar.e. Hav­
ing my family with me, we set forward the next morning on om· way to Georgia. 'When we arrived at Sukey 
Randal's, on Little Uchee, she said that the Indians were going to kill Crowell, and that she told them, if they 
did, they would play hell. We then proceeded, and arrived at Fort Mitchell: we·there saw Colonel John Crowell, 
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(the agent,) who informed me that a runner had come to him from a town thirty miles off, who informed him tpe night 
. before that the Indians were going to kill him that night, (Tuesday night;) that he had collected a gµard to protect 

him, and had about one hundred to guard him; I saw his house (in which he staid) had been barricaded by bales 
of blankets. 

General Bernard, and the others who were exploring the road route, were at Fort Mitchell that night. I saw 
many of the Indians, who were painted, and Colonel Crowell said that he could raise three or four hundred to guard 
him by night, and that they were not necessary in the day, as the Indians did not attack in the day. I suggested 
to Colonel Crowell the propriety of calling on the Governors of Georgia and Alabama for assistance; that I thought 
they were bound by the constitution to render him aid. He said he differed with me; that he had not a doubt that 
the Governor of Alabama would render him all the aid in his power; that, as to Georgia, he had nothing to say-he 
had rather be damned, or go to hell, (I do not recollect which,) than ask assistance of Governor Troup. He told 
me he would send for the Little Prince, (and did send while I was present,) to ask his opinion whether he had bet­
ter leave the nation; and if he concluded to go, when he saw the Little Prince, that he would accompany me; but 
that he thought it his duty to stay there at all hazards. I left him at the river. I met a number of Indians going 
to Fort Mitchell. When I arrh·ed at Moss's I learned that Hambly's wife and family had left their house and taken 
to the woods, which is usually done when the Indians go to war. Colonel Crowell said he was not surprised at 
the "damned fuss," nor ought the Government w be, as he had apprized it that a similar excitement would take 
place if the treaty was ratified. 

When I arrived at the agency, I saw Henry Crowell, and informed him of his brother's situation, at the request 
of his brother, (John Crowell.) He said that when he was at the talk, the .Monday before the death of McIntosh, he 
saw the devil was in them, (the Indians;) that he advised his brother, Tom Crowell, to move his goods away from 
Fort Mitchell, and offered him his (Henry Crowell's) own wagon and team to take them off. With regard to what 
took place at the house of Kendal Lewis, in the nation, I must decline to give any testimony, until ft be ascertained 
whether he can be compelled to give his testimony; and, in case of his continued refusal to do so, I will then have no 
objection to state it in full. 

J. \V. FREEMAK. 
Examined, sworn to, and sub~cribed before us, this 8th day of July, 1825. 

Deposition of Haynes Crabtrte. 

W.M. H. TORRANCE, 
SEABORN JONES, 

Commissioners. 

CREEK NATION, UcH'CE BRIDGE, July 4, 1825. 

By virtue of a commission from his excellency the Governor of the $late of Georgia, to us directed, to receive 
and examine testimony, in relation to the conduct of John Crowell, agent for Indian affairs in the Creek nation, 
we have caused Haynes Crabtree to come before us, who, being duly sworn, saith: That he is well acquainted with 
William Lott, a witness who has been examined in behalf of the Indian agent, Colonel Crowell; that he has known 
him since the year 1812; that the said William Lott has resided in the Creek nation since that period; that he is 
well acquainted with the general character of said Lott; that the said Lott is, from his general character for ten 
or twelve years past, as th~ deponent verily believes, wholly unworthy of credit, on oath or otherwise. 

Sworn to and subscribed before us, this 4th day of July, 1825. 

l11tcrrogatories to Jo!tn A. Peck. 

STATE OF ALABAMA, .Yontgomery County: 

HAYNES CRABTREE. 

WILLIAM H. TORRANCE, 
SEABORN JONES, 

Commissioners. 

By virtue of a commission to us directed, by his excellency the Governor of Georgia, to examine testimony in 
relation to the conduct of Colonel John Crowell, the agent for Indian affairs in the Creek nation, we have mused 
John A. Peck to come before us, at the house of Benjamin \Villiamson, in the town of Montgomery, who answered 
the following inquiries, and was duly sworn to the truth of the same. 

1st. Have you not lately resided in the Creek nation, at the Creek agency? If yea, how long did you lh·e 
there-whether on the Flint river or Chattahoochie river; and in what capacity did you act? When did you go 
there to live, and when did you leave there? • 

2d. Where was the distributing post office kept in the Creek nation when you first went there to live, and by 
whom? Was it removed, and to what place? How long was the distribution really made at the place to which it 
was removed? and were not packages for a long time addressed to the Creek agency, when they were really dis­
tributed at Fort Mitchell, or Princeton, on the Chatt:ihoochie? and who was postmaster when it was done? 

3d. \Vere you present at Broken Arrow when the treaty was attempted to be made in December last, by 
Colonel Campbell and Major Merriwether, United States commissioners, with the Creek Indians? 

4th. Did you not act as clerk to the Indians in their council to draw up their talks, and do such other writings 
as you were directed by them? 

5th. Do you not know or believe (and state the reasons for your belief) that Colonel John Crowell was 
opposed to a treaty and cession of lands, and that he exercised his influence with the Indians to prnvent one? 

6th. Did not Colonel Crowell and William Walker, late and then sub-agent, or Walker, with the knowledge, 
consent, and approbation of Colonel Crowell, assist the Indians, by advice and counsel, and other ways, (and in 
wh!it ways,) in drawing their talk or talks in answer to the commissioners, and refusing to sell any land? 

7th. When the United States commissioners called on Colo mil Crowell for certain papers, (some of whicl1 
were in your possession,) did not Colonel Crowell advise you not to give them up, and were they not withheld? 

8th. Do you know of any act or conversation of Colonel Crowell which goes to show that he opposed the treaty 
.it Fort Mitchell or Broken Arrow? lfyea, state the same. 

9th. Were you present at the treaty at the Indian Springs? 
10th. Do you know of any act or conversation of Colonel Crowell which goes to show that he did not sincerely 

and earnestly endeavor to influence the Indians to a cession of land at the Indian Springs? If yea, state the same 
at large. 
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11th. Have you seen the testimony of Jesse Cox, as published in the newspapers of Milledgeville, Georgia? 
12th. Were you not at Fort Mitchell or Princeton when that conversation which he testifies to took place?• 

If yea, state whether you did not ht>ar it, or one substantially the same, at that place and time; and whether you 
have not at other times heard similar observations made by the agent, Colonel Crowell, and when and where? 

13th. Were not the Indians unfriendly to the treaty, and McIntosh, or many of the chiefs and headmen, about 
that time assembled at Broken Arrow, and holding secret councils? If yea, what was the general [report] of the 
business they were on? Did not the agent know or hear that general report? and did he really and earnestly take 
any measures to prevent their violent counsels, or soothe and conciliate their angry feelings? 

14th. Was it not known by many persons, and have you not reasons to believe that Colonel Crowell knew, 
that some of the chiefs at that time had determined to kill McIntosh? If yea, state those reasons, and whether 
Colonel Crowell gave any information of it, or attempted to prevent it. 

Answers of John A. Peck to the interrogatories put to him by t/ie Commissioners appointed by the Governor of 
Georgia. 

To the 1st. That he removed to the agency on Flint river about the 5th of February, 1822, and resided there till 
about the 12th March, 1824, when he removed to Fort Mitchell, where he resided till near the last of April, 1825, 
when he removed to this place, (Montgomery.) About a month after he came to the agency he attended to a store 
for Thomas Crowell, and acted as assistant postmaster; after a short time he quit the store and attended only to the 
post office, and did such writing for the agent as he called on him to do; and when he resided at Fort Mitchell, 
he was assistant postmaster. 

To the 2d. The distributing post office was kept at Fort Mitchell, (called Cowetah,) lj!OW Princeton, by John 
S. Porter; it was removed to the agency on Flint river; for some time the distribution was done at the agency; and, 
from the inconvenience of opening the mail in the daytime, the unhealthiness of the agent, and other reasons, I 
spoke to Colonel Crowell to apply for its removal to Fort Mitchell. Upon receiving a letter from the postmaster 
authorizing it to be done, the distributing post office·was removed to Princeton, and the business done there; the 
package& were addressed to the agency, as must be the case on every removal for some time. Colonel Crowell 
was the postmaster, and I was his assistant. 

To the 3d and 4th. I was present, and acted as clerk to the council, though I did not attend the council every 
day; and I drew up their talks, and did such writing as they requested me to do. 

To the 5th. I do not know, nor do I believe, that Colonel Crowell was opposed to a treaty for the cession of 
lands, from any reasons that I have; nor do I know of his exercising any influence to prevent the cession. 

To the 6th. I do not know that he did. 
To the 7th. When the call was made, Colonel Crowell came and applied to me, and asked if I had any papers 

which had been called for; I told him I had some papers which had been given to me by the Little Prince in coun­
cil; he then requested me to give them up; to which I replied, I would not give them up, except to the chiefs, and 
I was ready to do so at any time; Colonel Crowell did not advise me not to give them up, but requested me, if they 
were not very important, to give them up, as the commissioners were already jealous of him. 

To the 8th. I know of none; on the contrary, he was quite reserved with me on that point. 
To the 9th. I was not. 
To the 10th. I do not. 
To the 11th and 12th. I was living at that place at that time, and have no recollection of seeing Mr. Jesse Cox 

there at that time, and, of course, I have no recollection of any conversation held in his presence. I have heard the 
agent say the Big Warrior was dead, and lie expected he was gone to hell, where he expected many more of us 
would go. This was in jovial conversation, at table. 

I have' also heard it stated' (but whether from the agent I cannot now recollect) that the Indians were damned 
fools if they did not enforce their law and kill McIntosh. And I have heard it said that he said, if they did not 
kill McIntosh, he would never do any thing for them as long as he lived; but I never heard him say so. 

To the 13th. I know of one council that was held there in April last, which was for the payment of their annuity; 
that the agent then told them they must put up with the bargain; that he had been to Washington, and had been 
able to do this much fo1· them-that the money was to be divided among them all, as well those who did not as those 
who did sign the treaty. They asked him if he signed the treaty; he told them he did, but only as a witness; he then left 
the square. After a few hours, Big Warrior's son, Hopoithle Yoholo, and a few others came to interpreter's quar­
ters, and abused the agent for having sold their land. The interpreter (Hambly) then sent for the agent; when he 
came, the Indians abused him, and said that he was a land-seller; he endeavored to explain to them the difference 
between his' signing as a witness and as a party, but they were not satisfied, and left him abruptly. While the In­
dians were abusing Hambly, it was done in Indian, and they appeared to be in a passion; Tuskenehau (Big War­
rior's son) appeared very much so. I asked Hambly what he said: as soon as they ceased, and were talking together, 
Hambly told me Hopoithle Yoholo and others abused him for selling the land, and that he (Hambly) had replied, 
Yes, that he had done so, and, if they did not behave themselves, he would sell the balance, and them with it. After 
this I saw Tuskenau, (Big Warrior's son,) Hopoithle Yoholo, Little Prince, and Yaha Haijo, Yoholo Micco, and 
another, go out in the woods, and hold a secret and private council, but I do not know what it was for. 

[NoTE.-The Indian name was first written in this answer wrong, when, at witness's request, it was stricken out, 
and written Tuskenau, who is Big ·warrior's son.] 

To the 14th. I suspected that the secret council was for that purpose, and named it to Captain Triplett, who 
laughed at me, and said they dared not. I told [him] I had a great mind to tell the agent my suspicions: he replied, 
he will only laugh at you; and I then said no more about it. I do not know whether the agent knew or suspected it. 

When I first came to the agency, I did believe Colonel Crowell was interested in the store, and remained 
of that opinion till he came from \Vashington in 1822, and I have sometimes thought so since. When I was first 
spoken to to come out, it was by Colonel Crowell, though he then told me he was not interested in the store; that 
it was his brother. 'While I was acting as a clerk in the store, he was particular in looking over and telling me 
how things ought to be done, though this may have been from his interest for his brother's doing well. 

JOHN A. PECK. 

The facts in the foregoing seven [MS.] pages were read over and corrected by the witness, and then sworn to, and 
subscribed by us, this 30th day of June, 1825. 

W. H. TORRANCE, 
SEABORN JONES, 

Commissioners. 
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Jfemorandum of testimon!f which, it is said, will be furnislied by Colonel White, of Florida. 

• In Milledgeville, Colonel White heard Hawkins ask Crowell abvut the death of his brother, saying that he had 
heard that Crowell had said that he (Hawkin:;) wa., killed in conformity with the law of the nation. Crowell said 
he did not know they had such a law. Hawkins replied that he (Crowell) knew very well there was no such law; 
and, if there was such a law, it was his duty to have known it. 

Testimony of Angus Colqulwun. 
GEORGIA, Baldwin County: 

Personally appeared before me Angus Colquhoun, who, being duly sworn, saith: That on the last day of March 
past he stopped for the night at the Creek agency, being on his way from Louisiana. The Creek agency was 
then the residence of Henry Crowell, the brother of the Indian agent. At the supper table that night a conversa­
tion was held between said Crowell and deponent concerning the Indian chief General McIntosh, in which Crowell 
stated that McIntosh was a damned tory and traitor to his country. The deponent stated to him that he thought 
not; that he believed McIntosh was the best friend, both to the Creeks and the United States, that was among the 
Indians; and asked Crowell if he considered that the nation was the ally of Great Britain during the war. He said 
not, but that a majority of the Creeks were in favor of Great Britain; that McIntosh only remained friendly to the 
United States through fear, and for money, if his principles could be known. Deponent stated to him that actions 
spoke louder than words. On the next morning the conversation in relation to McIntosh was resumed, when depo­
nent stated to Crowell tl,at he supposed that a treaty had been effected, [which] would fulfil the compact of the 
United States with Georgia in relation to the Indian lands. He replied, yes, that damned tory McIntosh had sold 
hi3 country and himself along with it; but that the measure of his days was nearly full, and he would be damned if 
they (using the expression we) did not see to it. Here the conversation ceased. 

ANGUS COLQUHOUN. 
Sworn and subscribed before me, this 10th day of September, 1825. 

H. ALLEN, J. I. C. 

Testimony of Samuel Howard Fay. 
SAVANNAH, July l, 1825. 

I certify that I stopped at Mr. Henry Crowell's housp,, on my return from Alabama, on the 8th of l\1ay last, 
and, in speaking of the probability of Governor Troup's punishing the Indians for the murder of l\lclntosh, I heard 
M"r. Crowell make a declaration similar to the following: "That if Governor Troup were to attempt to punish the 
Indians, he (Crowell) would leave his wife, family, and property, and go over to the Indians, head them, and go 
his death with them." I believe these were the precise words of Mr. Crowell, as near as I can recollect. It is 
the substance of his declaration. 

SAl\IUEL HOWARD FAY. 
Sworn to before me this 1st July, 1825. 

W. C. DANIEL, .llayor. 

Testimony of Philip Scoggin. 
This will certify that I have been acquainted with William Edwards for the last five or six years. He came 

to this State from Tennessee, on foot, with a Tennessee wagoner, and resided some time in Jasper county, where 
he employed himself sometimes in distilling spirits, sometimes in drinking and dissipating, gambling, and idleness. 
He left the settlement, and afterwards went off to the Creek nation, (by report) very much indebted. It was com­
monly believed and reported that he went to the nation to avoid paying his just debts. Although I know nothing 
of an infamous or criminal nature against him, yet he was considered as a man of bad habits and of a dissipated 
character, and not esteemed as a good or respectable citizen. 

Given from under my hand, the 6th of September, 1825. 
PHILIP SCOGGIN. 

Testimony of David C. Wallie. 
MONROE CouNTY, September 14, 1825. 

I have been acquainted with William Edwards for upwards of twelve months, and know him to be a low, trifling 
man. His habits have been of a ,·ery reprehensible kind; drunkenness, idleness, and gambling were his principal 
pursuits since he went to Joseph Marshall's. After he had lived with Joseph Marshall for some time, Marshall 
turned him off from his employ, and told me he had done so because he had good reason to believe Edwards had 
cheated him out of a thousand dollars, by giving away his goods to Indian squaws, and making no account of them. 
Edwards has given goods to Indian squaws, and then charged them to me, so that Marshall might not detect him; 
but I discovered it, and exposed him to Marshall. 

I would not believe William Edwards on his oath; for, after he returned from McIntosh's, with Joseph Marshall, 
in April last, he (Edwards) informed me that an Indian talk would be held there shortly. He has since sworn 
that no talk or meeting of the chiefs did take place to give consent to survey the land; and I know, or have good 
reason to believe, that Ed~s did not return to McIntosh's at the time the Indian chiefs were to have assembled; 
and I cannot conceive how~ could positively assert they did not meet, except he had been there himself, which I 
am confident was not the fa~. 

Witness-JOHN P. DENNER, DAVID C. WALLIC. 

Testimony of "William Barnard. 

GEORGI.~, CHATHAM CouNTY, City of Savannah: 
Personally appeared before me, William C. Daniel, mayor of the above-named city, William Barnard, of the 

State and county aforesaid, who, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith: 
106 E 
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That he was at the house of Colonel John Crowell, Creek agent, at the agency, in company with Michee Bar­
nard and Timpochee Barnard, half-breed Creek Indians, about three weeks after the failure of the negotiation,; at 
Broken Arrow. This failure became the subject of conversation between Colonel Crowell and the half-breeds 
present, and the former remarked that it had been publicly attributed to him; that, for his part, if he was continued 
the agent, he would be willing to remove with them west of the Mississippi, where game would be more abundant, 
and which he thought a better country than that at present occupied by the Creeks. He further informed Micheo 
and Timpochee Barnard that another treaty would be held at the Indian Springs, and that he believed McIntosh 
would sell the lands; upon which Michee Barnard, showing much irritation, said that, if the lands were sold, McIn­
tosh would be killed. Colonel Crowell then observed that, if McIntosh was to be killed, it should be done before 
the lands were sold. 

Upon the same or the following day, Michee Barnard said to this deponent, that when he returned home he 
would despatch runners to the chiefs of the Creek nation, proposing the breaking of McIntosh before the contem­
plated treaty at the Indian Springs, for the purpose of defeating it. 

WILLIAM BARNARD. 
Sworn to before me, in the city of Savannah, this 10th day of June, 1825. 

W. C. DANIEL, Mayor. 

Interrogatories to be exliibited to Brigadier General Alexander Ware. 

1st. Do yon know Joseph MarshaJI, an Indian chief of the Creek nation1 
2d. ,v ere you at an Indian council in April last, in the Creek nation, at or near the residence of the late Gen­

eral McIntosh? If so, state, if you know, whether that council gave its consent to the Governor of Georgia to sur­
vey the territory lately ceded by the Creeks to the United States for Georgia, or so much thereof as lies within the 
boundaries of Georgia. State all you know in relation to that consent, if given, and how. 

3d. If you have ever heard said Marshall say any thing upon the subject of his consent to make that survey, 
please state how, and when, and where he gave it. 

GEORGIA, Fayette County: 

W. H. TORRANCE, 
WM. W. WILLIAMSON, 

Gu,rgia Commissioners. 

Alexander Ware, being duly sworn true answers to make to interrogatories hereunto annexed, answers as fol­
lows: 

To the first interrogatory, he answers: I have known Joseph Marshall since Floyd's campaign in the Creek 
nation, but have had no conversation with him respecting the permission to survey the lately acquired territory. 

To the second, he answers: About the l 0th or 15th of last April I was at the house of General William McIn­
tosh, at which place were most of the principal chiefs of my acquaintance belonging to the friendly party. They 
met in council, and I learned from McIntosh and others that they unanimously agreed to let the Governor survey 
the land as soon as he pleased, and, also, that he might publish in the papers that any person who wished to pur­
chase claims might be permitted to do so, by coming and enrolling their names. McIntosh asked me if I should 
have an opportunity of sending a letter to the Governor, and, on my replying that I would send it on immediately, 
he (McIntosh) gave me the letter containing their consent to the survey, and requested me to send it as soon as 
I could; and I conversed with s,everal of the chiefs, both before and after the council, and they seemed anxious that 
the survey should be made, assigning as a reason that it would bring money into the nation. 

To the third: Answered in the first. 
ALEXANDER WARE. 

Sworn to and subscribed this 1st day of September, 1825. 
WILLIAM TEGG. J. I. C. 

Testimony of Samuel Dorsey. 
GEORGIA, Monroe County: 

Personally came before me, C. M. Coody, one of the j11stices of the peace in and for said county, Samuel 
Dorsey, who, being duly sworn on the holy Evangelists of Almighty God, deposeth and saith: 

That he was at or near one of the plantations of the late Samuel Hawkins, _in the month of April last, when a 
party of Indians, under the command of Hopoithle Yoholo, ofTuckaubatchee, burnt his house, and destroyed and 
took off a great quantity of his property. The party afterwards assembled and remained a few days at old Mr. 
Hawkins's, the father of Samuel: while there, this deponent was also there, and had frequent conversations with 
Hopoithle Yoholo, who informed this deponent several times that it was Crowell., the agent, who had ordered 
to be done what was done; that McIntosh and the principal chiefs who signed the treaty must be killed, and their 
property destroyed or taken from them. This deponent was with this party when they were at Mrs. Eliza McIn­
tosh's, on the Tallapoosa, a short distance from Samuel Hawkins's place, when they took and carried away a great 
deal or all of the property there that was not destroyed. Mrs. McIntosh asked the chiefs who had ordered them 
to do so; and Hopoithle Yoholo, in the presence and hearing of this deponent and Alexander Reid, stated that it 
was Crowell's orders that they mJJst kill McIntosh and the chiefs who signed the treaty, and take away or destroy 
their property. This deponent understood what he said in Indian in reply to Mrs. Mclntos]l, and as soon as he 
had finished speaking Mrs. McIntosh interpreted it to this deponent and Mr. Reid, and it was the same as this de­
ponent had understood it himself, and as above stated. 

SAMUEL DORSEY. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 12th day of September, 1825. 

C. l\1. COODY, J.P. 

Copy of the interrogatories exhibited to tlie Rev. Isaac Smith, with his ansicers. 
Interrogatory 1. Did you not have a conversation with Colonel John Crowell before you wrote the letter which 

he published in the Georgia Journal1 
Answer. Yes, many. 
Int. 2. Were you not requested by Colonel John Crowell to write it to him; and did he not know, previous to 

its being written, what would be the contents of it? 
Ans. No. 
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Int. 3. Were you in the council, and did you hear and understand the talks between the chiefs, when McIntosh 
regained their confidence? 

Ans. Yes, I understood what was interpreted. 
Int. 4. Who was the white man who informed you that there were five hundred Indians that night to kill 

-McIntosh for offering to sell their land? 
Ans. Mr. Hardrige. 
Int. 5. Do you not believe that Colonel Crowell knew that the Indians were going to kill McIntosh before they 

did it; and that, too, in time to have warned him of his danger? 
Ans. No. 
Int. 6. Do you believe or know that Colonel Crowell made any attempt to prevent the Indians from killing 

McIntosh? 
Ans. No. 
Int. 7. What law of the nation was existing to require the killing of McIntosh for its enforcement? Did you 

, ever see it1 When was it passed, and where? And was McIntosh present when such law was made? 
Ans. A law which McIntosh proclaimed at ball-play, seen by nobody. 
Int. 8. ls any law obligatory upon the nation, unless made in the council at Broken Arrow? 
Ans. The commissioners said so at Broken Arrow. I do not know if it was true. 
Int. 9. Which of the Indians who were murdered had signed the law of which you speak in your letter? 
Ans. I do not believe any were murdered. 
Int. 10. As Hawkins neither signed the treaty as a witness or chief, ["or accessary"-this written by Mr. 

Smith,] what law did he break which required bis death? 
Ans. The law of nations. 
Int. 11. Do you know any thing about any such law but from the statements of others, and who are they? 
Ans. I do not; I was told of it by Chilly McIntosh last summer. 
Int. 12. Is not your statement of your belief made from what you have heard Colonel Crowell say, and also 

what you heard the Little Prince and others !>ay, since the murder of McIntosh? 
Ans. I do not believe he was murdered. 
Int. 13. Were you not present at the council when Colonel Henry G. Lamar, aid-de-camp to Governor Troup, 

gave the Indians a talk? and did not the Little Prince assure him they intended no harm to those who had signed 
the treaty? and did he not tell him to inform them that they must come home and attend to their business? 

Ans. I was present, but the interpreter spoke so low I did not hear all he said. 
Int. 14. Do you not know or believe that Colonel Crowell was unfriendly to a cession of land, and did what 

he could to prevent the Indians from making any1 And state your reasons for your belief. 
Ans. I have no reason to believe so. 
Int. 15. Have you seen and conversed with Chilly McIntosh since the death of his father? If yea, please state 

when and where, and what was the subject of your conversation. 
Ans. I have not. ISAAC SMITH. 
The above and foregoing arc true copies of the interrogatories propounded to, and the answers given by, the 

above-named lsaac Smith. 
MICHAEL JOHNSON KENAN, 

Secretary to the Georgia Commissioners. 

REPORT OF THE GEORGIA COMMISSIONERS, DATED AUGUST 23, 1825. 

Elisha Wood, Secretary, to James Barbour, Secretary oj War. 

Sta: EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, GEORGIA, MILLEDGEVILLE, August 29, 1825. 
By direction of his excellency Governor Troup, I enclose you herewith a further report of the Georgia 

commissioners, with documents numbered from 1 to 9, inclusive, containing testimony connected with the Indian 
affairs. 

And have the honor to--be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
ELISHA WOOD, Secretary. 

Hon. JAMES BARBOUR, Secretary of War. 

William H. Torrance and William W. Williamson to Governor Troup. 

SIR: MILLEDGEVILLE, August 23, 1825. 
Herewith, we transmit to your excellency documents numbered from 1 to 9, inclusive, containing further 

testimony connected with the Indian affairs. • 
From the testimony now adduced you will discover, among other facts, that the Rev. Isaac Smith, one of the 

missionaries in the Creek nation, located near· Broken Arrow, bas stated that he was present at that place when 
a council was held to deliver a talk to Colonel H. G. Lamar, at which time and place the Little Prince, who then 
acted -as speaker, requested Colonel Lamar to tell the Indians then in Georgia to return to their homes, and that 
they should not be injured. 

In the course of the collecting of testimony by the agent, Colonel Crowell, we were present when Mr. Hambly, 
the national interpreter, (a witness for the agent,) stated on oath that the fifth article of the treaty was not read 
to the chiPfs in council. We were much surprised to hear evidence of that character, because it involved directly 
and most essentially the purity of the character ,of the commissioners of the General Government. In the testi­
mony we have received, you will find in documents Nos. 1, 2, and 8, that, so far from that being true, the matter 
coAtained in the fifth article was cause of particular observation by persons present at the reading and interpre­
tation of the treaty, and grew out of the apparent effect that it had upon the agent, Colonel Crowell, who was 
present. 

Gentlemen of great worth, pure morals, and unblemished integrity, testify that they were present when the 
whole trea1y was read; and one of them, that he has a most distinct recollection of the reading of the fifth article, 
from the circumstance of noticing at the time a very considerable change in the countenance of the agent, Colond 
Crowell; which circumstance was observed by others present, and was the subject of after-conversation. This 
you will find is corroborated by other testimony. 
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The article, it appears, was inserted reluctantly by the commissioners, and entirely at the instance of the chiefs. 
It must be obvious why such testimony was taken by the agent; but the object has been overreached-he 

proved too much. This Mr. Hambly is a sworn officer of the Government of the United States; he, as well as the 
United States agent, has given sanction to a treaty by his official attestation, which treaty they now come forward 
and attempt to prove was obtained by foul and fraudulent means. In fact, sir, the omission referred to in the 
agent's testimony is criminal in its character, and that, too, charged directly against the commissioners of the United 
States-two gentlemen of high standing and approved integrity, who could have had no other interest than their 
country's good to promote so desirable an end as the one they have, after much labor and difficulty, attained. 

There is a rule of moral law which forbids an individual to destroy by secret and covert means the eflect of 
doctrines which he has promulgated. A similar principle is applied in civil and municipal law. He who gives 
currency and authority to a written instrument by his solemn attestation, is not allowed to invalidate that instrument. 
The attempt to do so loads him with reproach and odium. His testimony, if received at all, is received with many 
grains of allowance, the more especially when he allegrs, in support of its annulment, that a fraud-yea, a stupen­
_dous fraud-has been imposed. Can it be believed that this l\1r. Hambly .and the agent would have given official 
sanction to a treaty which bore on its face nothing unfair, when they knew that every means other than fair means 
was pursued to obtain id No; the weak and the credulous cannot give faith to such averments. It would attach 
a foul stigma upon their official character to say so. What did they do1 What effect had their attestations? Do 
they not to all intents and purposes say to the Go\·ernment of the United States, "There, we present you a treaty 
duly and properly obtained?" 

The same evidence furnishes the proof that, after the treaty had been fully read through, signed, and sealed, 
the agent and the interpreter were called on to attest the same; which they severally did, without any objection 
whatever. We understand that it is alleged by the agent, as one ground of objection to the treaty, that the fifth 
article was not read in council; and, also, as another ground of objection, that the chiefs who made the treaty were 
not competent to do so. Either branch of the argument is an unfortunate one for him whereon to build an oppo­
sition. In the first case, it is presuming too far to say that the agent would witness a treaty in his official character 
without knowing its contents; and in the second case, it is imputed to him an absolute abandonment of his trust to 
suppose that he would stand by a careless spectator and witness of the mere forms of a treaty, when be knew that 
one of the parties to that treaty could not legitimately enter into any of its stipulations, without making known the 
same, which it appears he did not. The deduction from either position is most obvious, though not our province 
to announce. 

Upon the subject of the consent given by the friendly chiefs in council to make the survey, the rudest 
skeptic can no longer have cause for a shadow of doubt. 

Contained are the documents Nos. 4, 5, 6, 7, and 9. You have testimony in relation to that particular. Your 
excellency will discover that, of the existence of such a council, and its consent so given, General Gaines received 
information before the last of the past month. At the same time he was informed that Marshall had given hi& 

consent; also, he was then informed of the true character of Edwards. 
The fact of the consent so given by the chiefs to make the survey having been announced to General Gaines 

nearly a month ago, and before his letter addressed to you of the 28th ultimo, and his failure to correct the errone­
ous representations of that matter founded upon the false certificate of Marshall and Edwards, surely furnishes cause 
of remark. 

From the information we have received, it is evident that there were present at the council a number of citizens 
of Georgia, (General \Vare, of Fayette county, among the number;) several of whom we have seen, and who have 
testified to the fact. 

That there was such a council; that the consent to make the survey was given; also, that Marshall fully gave 
liis; and that General Gaines has been long since informed of the same, there is evidence abundant. 

Respectfully, your excellency's obedient servants, 
WM. H. TORRANCE, 
W:M. W. WILLIAMSON, 

His Excellency Governor TROUP, Commissioners. 

No. I. 

Interrogatories to be exhibited to Duncan G. Campbell and TiVilliam F. Hay, Esqrs., in the case of tlte Indian 
agent, Colonel John Crowell. 

1st. To Duncan G. Campbell: Were you one of the United States commissioners who held the late treaty at 
the Indian Springs with the Creek Indians? And to Hay: \Vere you the secretary to such commissioners? 

2d. Was not the treaty read to the chiefs, (who signed the same,) before they were called on to sign it1 If so, 
state by whom, who interpreted, and who were present1 

3d. \Vere the commissioners particular, or not, in having the whole treaty read to the chiefs? And was it, or 
not, distinctly interpreted to them (the chiefs) by the interpreter? 

Who was the interpreter? 
Did the commissioners omit to read any article of that treaty to the chiefs? 
Are you certain that the fifth article of the treaty was plainly and distinctly read? and was it understood? 
\Vas the agent present when that treaty was read? and did he, or not, particularly note the terms of the fifth 

article? 
Did not the interpreter explain it to the chiefs? 
Were not the head chiefs of that treaty capable of reading and writing, and capable of understanding ordinary 

manuscript? Did the agent or interpreter make any objection to witnessing that treaty, when asked to do sol 
Relate all that each of you know concerning the execution of that treaty, touching the reading thereof, and the 

interpretation of the same, and by whom, and what was said and done by the agent at or about that period con­
nected with it1 

JULY, 1825. 

GEORGIA, Wilkes County: 

WM. H. TORRANCE, 
WARREN JOURDAN, 

Commissioners of the State of Georgia. 

Answers of D. G. Campbell. 

The annexed interrogatories being exhibited to us by the commissioners on [the] part of the State, we have this 
day appeared before the officer attesting these our answers, and, being sworn, answered as follows: 
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1st. D. G. Campbell saith: That at the late treaty concluded with the Creek Indians, he was one of the com­
missioners on the part of the United States. 

2d. A council was convened on Saturday evening, 12th of February last, for the purpose of submitting a treaty 
which had been previously prepared. 

The council was composed of all the chiefs and warriors who were upon the ground, as far as I know or believe; 
I did not discover that any were absent who had attended the previous meetings, except those who had absented 
themselves the night before, in the night. There were also present the two commissioners, William F. Hay, 
secretary, Dr. William Merriwether, Colonel Crowell, (the agent,) William Hambly, (the interpreter,) Thomas T. 
Triplett, and several white men, residents of the nation. 

The reading of the treaty was preceded by some remarks from one of the commissioners, in reference to the 
movements of the over night. 

The council were told that a step of this sore, let it be produced by what cause it might, was not to defeat the 
objects of the Government; that all chiefs of the nation had been notified and invited to attend; that we had been 
in council for several days, and that it had been ascertained who were and who were not in favor of a treaty; that 
we considered the nation as still fully represented, and should proceed accordingly. These remarks were made 
by myself, and were in substance as I have stated. 

The treaty was then produced, and the council informed that it would be read and interpreted to them dis­
tinctly, and that as many as chose to sign it might do so, and those who thought proper to decline could do so. 

The reading commenced and progressed, article by article, sometimes dividing an article (when it was too 
long) for easy interpretation. 

Hambly acted as interpreter; he sat close by me, and was requested to speak loud enough for all to hear. 
At the close of each article, assent was expressed by the council by a sort of exclamation, after the manner of 

Indians. 
No article of the treaty was omitted in the reading; I do not believe that a single word was omitted. There 

was nothing in it which we wished to suppress or conceal. 
When the reading and interpretation were over, a pause ensued. No man, white or red, objected to the 

number or grade of those who composed the council. No opposition was intimated from any quarter. The com­
missioners signed, and were immediately followed by the chiefs. After one or two of them had signed, Hopoithle 
Yoholo, of the Tuckaubatchee delegation, made the observations ascribed to him in the commissioners' journal, as I 
understood from Major Merriwether, who received the interpretation more distinctly than I did. The remarks of 
this chief were received most heartily by the other chiefs, as evinced by theil' loud exclamation of assent. Himself 
and his followers (about six or seven in all) then shook hands with the commissioners and some of the chiefs, and 
retired. 

I recollect no other occurrance which took place during the execution of the instrument, except that, when one 
of its signers was about to make his mark, the agent asked McIntosh if that was a chiefl The answer was, "he's 
chief." Olir journal states that the treaty "was signed by all the chiefs present, except the delegation from 
Tuckaubatchee, and one chief from Talladega." It may be so that all cliiefs present had signed; but it is further 
the fact, that many others, chiefs or warriors, were present, and proposed signing; but this was declined, as it was 
getting late, and the signatures already affixed were deemed sufficient. 

The document was then handed to Colonel Crowell, who had been present the whole time, and he attesterl it 
officially, without hesitation or remark, as I recollect. Our secretary, Doctor Merriwether, and the interpreter, 
then attested the instrument also; and the council were requested to convene again on Monday morning. Before 
we left the Springs, (I think on Sunday, the 13th,) the agent requested a copy of the treaty, and we directed it 
furnished. 

D. G. CAMPBELL. 
TVilliam F. Hay's answers. 

Having been required to answer the interrogatories hereto annexed; to the first parl I say, that I was present, 
and acted as secretary to the commissioners in the late negotiation with the Creek Indians. 

In answer to the remainder of the interrogatories, I say, that I have carefully examined and perused the fore­
going statements and answers of D. G. Campbell, and, as far forth as they represent who were present at the 
execution of the treaty, the manner of reading and interpreting the same, the ceremony of signing and witnessing, 
and the occurrences of the meeting generally, when the treaty was signed, are in correspondence with my own 
recollection; and I adopt the same as my answers to the interro.ories exhibited to us. 

I state further, that a copy of·the treaty was furnished to the ·agent, and copied in his own room, on the 13th 
of February, the day after the treaty was signed. 

WILLIAM F. HAY. 
GEORGIA, Wilkes County: 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 25th day of July, 1825. . 
ARCHIBALD S. Wll'iGFIELD, J. P. 

No.2. 

GEORGIA, Clark County: 
TVilliam lllerriwetl1er's affidavit. 

Personally came before me, William l\Ianley, one of the judges of the inferior court for said county, William 
Merriwether, who, being duly sworn, saith: 

That he attended the negotiations held with the Creek Indians at Broken Arrow in December, and at the 
Indian Springs in February last; that he occupied the same apartments with, and enjoyed the full confidence of, 
the commissioners; and this deponent knows that the leading features of the treaty, as entered into at the Indian 
Springs in February, were well understood by all the Indians who took any interest in the subject, inasmuch as 
the same propositions, in substance, were made to them and fully explained at Broken Arrow, in December pre­
ceding. 

This deponent attended the treaty at the Cherokee agency in 1817, and also at the Indian Springs in 1821, at 
which last he acted as secretary, and the proceedings at each were in substance as follows: After the principal 
articles which were to be inserted in the treaty were agreed upon in private conversations with the principal chiefs, 
various rough-draughts of the treaty were made; some of the chiefs attending, from time to time, and suggesting such 
alterations as they wished; after it was completed and ready for signature, the whole of the Indians were convened, 
the treaty read over and interpreted to them, paragraph by paragraph, and the ceremony of signing and sealing 
gone through. 
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This course was pursued at the late treaty with the Creeks at the Indian Springs, and every article had been 
fully explained, and was well understood by most of the principal chiefs who signed the treaty, prior to thei1· conven­
tion for executing the instrument. After the treaty was drawn up, and the Indians convened, each and every article 
thereof was distinctly read, paragraph at a time, and interpreted to the Indians by Mr. Hambly, the United States 
interpreter. There were present, at the same time, besides the United States commissioners and the interpreter, 
Captain Hay, the secretary, Colonel Crowell, the agent, Captain Triplett, the present sub-agent, and this deponent, 
besides several white men, residents of the nation. 

This deponent has a most distinct recollection of the reading of the fifth article, or that which relates to the 
disbursement of the $200,000 to be paid immediately after the ratification of the treaty, from the circumstance of 
noticing, at the time the article was read, a very considerable change take place in the countenance of Colonel 
Crowell, the agent; which circumstance was observed by others present, and was the subject of after-conversation. 
This article of the treaty was reluctantly inserted by the commissioners, and entirely at the instance of the chiefs. 

After the whole treaty had been gone through and explained, it was signed and sealed by the parties. There 
was no objection whatever made by Colonel Crowell, or the interpreter, when called upon to witness the treaty; 
nor did this deponent ever hear from Colonel Crowell the slightest suggestion that the chiefs present were not com­
petent to make a treaty, nor does he believe that any such suggestion was made. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 29th of July, 1825. 

No.3. 

"\XM. l\IERRIWETHER. 

WM. MANLEY, J. L C. 

l11terrogatories to be exhibited to the Rev. Samuel I(. Hodges, in tlie case of the I11dian Agent, Colonel Crowell. 

1st. Are you acquainted with the Rev. Isaac Smith, now resident at the Methodist missionary, in the Creek 
nation of I ndians1 

2d. Have you ever heard him1say any thing about the talk delivered by the chiefs in council at Broken Arrow, 
in that nation, to Colonel Henry G. Lamar, as connected with the late disturbances in that nation1 If yea, please 
state fully and particularly what he said about that matter. 

3d. Did .Mr. Smith inform you that he was present at the council? If yea, did he inform you what the Little 
Prince said to Colonel Lamar at that time, and what he (the Little Prince) wished Colonel Lamar to inform the 
friendly c:hiets in Georgia1 If so, what was it1 

Please relate all that you may !mow about that matter, as fully as if particularly interrogated thereto. 
W. H. TORRANCE, 
WARREN JOURDAN, 

JuLY, 1825. Commissioners of the f3tate of Georgia. 

Cross-interrogatories to be exl1ibited to the Rev. Samuel K. Hodges. 

1st. Please state whether you are acquainted with the character of the Rev. Isaac Smith? If yea, please state 
whether, from your knowledge of that gentleman, you would, or would not, believe any statement which he should 
make to be true, without or with the sanction of an oath? 

2d. Please ~tate whether Mr. Smith belongs to the same church with yourself; and does not Mr. Smith possess 
a character for purity and integrity, which forbids any idea of his making, under any circumstance, an erroneous 
statement1 

Please answer these cross-interrogatories fully, and at large, at the same time that you answer the annexed 
direct ones. 

JULY 21, 1825. 
SAMUEL ROCK WELL, 

Counsel for John Crowell, Creek Agent. 

Answers to tlie direct interrogatories. 
GEORGIA, Put11am County: 

This day personally appeared before me the fev. Samuel K. Hodges, who, after being duly sworn true answers 
to make to certain direct and cross-interrogatories hereto annexed, in the case of the Indian agent, Colonel Crowell, 
answereth and saith as follows, to wit: 

To the first direct interrogatory. I am. 
To the second. I have; when at the mission in May last, in conversing on the subject of the late disturb­

ances in the nation, the impression they had on the school, and various other matters connected with the objects 
of that establishment, he (the Rev. Isaac Smith) observed that he was present at the council at Broken Arrow, 
when Colonel·.H. G. Lamar had a talk with the council, and that the Little Prince, as speaker, requested Colonel 
Lamar to tell the Indians in Georgia to come home and go to work; they should not be burt. 

To the third. This is folly answered in the last above, so far as my recollection serves me. I know nothing 
further in reforence to the matter. 

Answers to cross-interrogatories. 

To the first. I am; his word has ever been received by me as being entitled to my utmost confidence, when 
speaking of matters that came under his own observation. 

To the second. He does; and has long sustained a high character for both purity and integrity. I am far 
from believing him capable of making a statement, either on oath or otherwise, which he knows to be false. 
Erroneous statements are, however, often made from forgetfulness or misguided judgment. 

That it was an error, after professing a willingness to answer any question proposed to him, to give a direct 
question embracing matter with which he was so lately familiar an indirect answer, not touching that matter, must 
be obvious to all. This unhappy course has placed me under the painful necessity of answering the direct inter­
rogatories accompanying the cross-inquiries. 

SAMUEL K. HODGES. 
Answered, subscribed, and sworn to, this 28th of July, 1825, before me, 

ELI S. SHORTER, 
Judge Superior Court, Flint Circuit. 
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No.4. 

Interrogatories to be exhibited to Lewis ~Vynn. 

1st. Are you acquainted with Joseph Marshall, an Indian chief1 if so, have you ever heard him say any thing 
about having given his consent to the survey of the land lately ceded by the Creek Indians? State what you have 
heard him say upon that subject, and when, and where? 

W. H. TORRANCE, 
W.W. WILLIAMSON, 

Georgia Commissioners. 

Answers of Lewis Wynn to the foregoing interrogatories. 
GEORGIA, Monroe County: 

He says that he is acquainted with Joseph Marshall, a Creek chief. He says that he has heard said .Marshall 
say that he had given his consent to make the survey. Witness says that said Marshall informed him that he thought 
it best that the survey should be made this year, for, if done, the Indians might be enabled to sell their possessions 
for the term' the treaty allowed them to remain. This conversation was in April last, a few days after the council 
had met at McIntosh's, for the purpose of determining whether the consent should be given to make the survey or 
not. 

The witness states that of his own knowledge he cannot say that there was to be a council; he was so informed 
by Marshall. 

Witness says that Marshall informed him that he authorized General McIntosh to use his name, touching the 
consent for the survey, as he might think best; that he (Marshall) and McIntosh both thought that it was best to 
permit the survey to be made. 

LEWIS WYNN. 
Examined, sworn to, and subscribed before us, this 16th day of August, 1825. 

No.5. 

WM. H. TORRANCE, 
WM. W. WILLIAMSON, 

Georgia Commissioners. 

Interrogatories to be exhibited to Bolin Smith, Hugli W. Ector, and George Stinson. 

1st. Were you, or either of you, at any Indian council in April last, at or near the residence of General 
McIntosh! If so, state if you know whether that council gave its consent to the Governor of Georgia to survey the 
territory lately ceded lying within the limits of Georgia? Who were present at that council, citizens of Georgia? 

2d. Have you, or either of you, ever heard Joseph Marshall ( the ] ndian chief of that name) say any thing upon 
the subject of that council, and about his consent to make the survey; if so, when and where, and what said he? 
State it fully. 

WM. H. TORRANCE, 
WM. W. WILLIAMSON, 

Georgia Commissioners. 

The separate answers of Bolin Smitli to tlte foregoing interrogatories. 
GEoRGlA, M01iroe County: 

To the 1st interrogatory, he says: That about the 9th or 10th of April last, he was at the residence of General 
McIntosh, and there was at that time a meeting of a considerable number of Indians; they assembled in council; and 
I learned from the general (McIntosh) and others that t~ey had agreed for the Governor to have the land sur­
veyed as soon as he pleased. 

At that council there were present from Georgia, Major Bailey, of Monroe county; General Ware, of Fayette 
county; William Bowen, of Milledgeville; Saunders Walker, of Monticello; Mark and William Hudspeth, of De 
Kalb; Major Vaughan, and some others, from Fayette and De Kalb counties, their names not recollected. 

To the 2d interrogatory, the witness says: That on or abouhthe 6th of April last, he saw Joseph Marshall at 
John and A. Rooker's, on Flint river, when he said he was just from General McIntosh's; said Marshall then 
informed witness that there was a council to be held at McIntosh's to determine whether or not the consent of the 
Indians should be given to the Governor of Georgia to survey the land lately ceded, lying within the limits of 
Georgia. Marshall then informed witness that he could not go back to the council; that he had authorized General 
McIntosh to sign for him; that he was willing to have the land surveyed. Witness does not recollect of any other 
person being present at the conversation. 

BOLIN SMITH. 
Examined, subscribed, and sworn to, before us, this 16th day of August, 1825. 

No. 6. 

WM. H. TORRANCE, 
W. W. WILLIAMSON, 

Georgia Commissioners. 

The answers of Hugh W. Ector to tltt interrogatories annexed. 
GEoRGrA, Monroe County: 

1st interrogatory. The witness says that he was not at the council. 
2d interrogatory. He says that he was at Marshall's Stand, (in the nation,) and in conversation with him, when 

a runner arrived and informed him (Marshall) of the murder of McIntosh, and that he must make his escape~ 
During that conversation, the witness states that he inquired of Marshall if he was not at the council held at Gen­
eral McIntosh's concerning the survey. Marshall informed witness that he was there a short time previous; that 
General McIntosh then insisted on his remaining until the council assembled, but that he (Marshall) stated that 
he did not wish to be absent from home so long; and further stated that he had authorized General McIntosh to 
sign for and act in the case fully for him, as he had no objection on his part to the survey being made; and that 
he had not only authorized McIntosh to act in that case for him, but to sign his name for him in all cases where his 
attendance was necessary, having reference to his duties as a chief, without calling upon him to attend in person­
or words to that effect. 
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In the course of the conversation held between witness and said Marshall, Marshall expressed an entire willing­
ness to the survey, and assigned as one reason that it would be of interest to the Indians on the territory; that they 
would have an opportunity of selling some of their produce, which they otherwise might not dispose of so advantage­
ously. 

HUGH W. ECTOR. 
Examined, sworn to, and subscribed, before us, this 16th day of August, 1825. 

WM. H. TORRANCE, 
W. W. WILLIAMSON, 

No. 7. 
Georgia Commissioners. 

The answers of George Stinson to the interrogatories annexed. 

GEORGIA, .lionroe County: 

To the 1st interrogatory: The witness saith that he was at General :McIntosh's, in April last, when a council 
was held by the friendly chiefs to take into consideration the application of Govemor Troup to survey the land 
lying within the boundaries of the State, lately ceded to the United Stat~s by the Creek Indians, for the benefit of 
Georgia. 

The witness says that the council did then and .there give its consent to the Governor to make the survey. 
\Vitness says that General \Vare, of Fayette county, Major Bailey, of .Monroe county, Saunders Walker, of 

.Monticello, \Vm. Bowen, of Milledgeville, Bolin Smith, of Monroe county, a l\Ir. Vaughan, and some others, {their 
names not recollected,) were at that council. • ' 

To the 2d interrogatory: The witness says, that on or about the first week in April, he was at the house of Gen­
eral McIntosh, in the Creek nation, when he saw the chief Joseph Marshall, as referred to; the witness had, before that 
time, understood that the chiefs were to go into council upon the subject of the Governor's application to make the 
survey, and asked Marshall if he did not intend to attend the council; Marshall stated to witness that he wished to 
go home, and that it was unnecessary for him to be there, as he had authorized General McIntosh to sign his name 
for him, (Marshall,) giving his consent to the survey. 

GEO. STINSON. 
Examined, sworn to, and subscribed, before us, this 16th of August, 1825. 

WM. H. TORRANCE, 
W. W. WILLIAMSON, 

Georgia Commissioners. 

Further interrogatories to be exhibited to George Stinson in tlie case of the Indian Agent, Colonel Crowell. 

~st. \Vere you at the Indian Springs, in February last, when a treaty \vas concluded between the United States 
and the Creek Indians; if so, were you present when the treaty was read to the chiefs1 Was that treaty distinctly 
and slowly read over to them1 Was it interpreted to them, and by whom1 Do you understand the Indian tongue; if 
so, did you attend to the interpretation1 \Vas the fifth article of that treaty read and interpreted by the interpreter 
to the chiefs? Was the agent present during that time1 Did the agent particularly notice that treaty, and parti­
cularly the terms of the fifth article1 Did he not say something concerning that article when it was read to the 
Indians; and was it, or not, because it deprived him of the distribution of the money arising from the cession of 
land1 

2d. Relate all you know about this matter, and the agent's opposition to the treaty; also, what you know or 
believe about his knowledge of the murder of McIntosh; whether he knew any thing about it before the occurrence, 
and your reason for that belief. 

JULY, 1825. 

No. 8. 

WM. H. TORRANCE, 
WARREN JOURDAN, 

Commissioners of the State of Georgia. 

The answers of George Stinson to the foregoing interrogatories. 

GEORGIA, ltlonroe County: 
To the first interrogatory, he says that he was present at the treaty, from the commencement to the conclusion. 

He says that he was present when the treaty was read to the chiefs. He says that the treaty was distinctly read to 
them; it was read twice; it was interpreted by William Hambly. He says that he understands the Indian tongue 
imperfectly; cannot say how the same was interpreted. He says that he is certain that every article cif the treaty 
was distinctly and audibly read; and one of the United States commissioners told the interpreter to interpret so that 
all who were present could hear him: the interpreter spoke sufficiently loud to be heard over the room where they 
were convened. He says that the Indian agent, Colonel Crowell, was present during that time. He does not 
recoliect that the agent said any thing about the fifth article: he heard him say to the chiefs that some bad white 
men had said that he was opposed to the sale of their land, but that he had never told them to sell or not to sell; 
that, if they thought proper to cede their lands, he would go with them to their new country. He says that the 
agent said nothing about the distribution of the money. 

The witness says that when the fifth article was read he was standing in company with Mr. Samuel Scrells, 
who observed to witness (and attracted his attention by a touch of his elbow) to look at him, (alluding to the agent;) 
that it would kill him, or words to that effect. 

As to the last interrogatory, the witness says that his information upon the subjects therein embraced is derived 
from the Indians principally, and, therefore, he considers that it is unnecessary to state it. 

Examined, sworn to, and subscribed, before us, this 16th of August, 1825. 
GEORGE STINSON. 

W. H. TORRANCE, 
W.W. WILLIAMSON, 

Georgia Commissioners. 
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No. 9. 

Interrogatories to be exliibited to Joel Bailey concerning the Indian a.ff airs. 
1st. Were you at any Indian council in April last, at or near the residence of General McIntosh in the Creek 

nation? If so, was it held concerning the contemplated survey of the lately ceded territory by the Creeks? Do 
you know whether or not that council gaVl' its consent to the survey? Who of the citizens of Georgia were there! 

2d. Have you ever heard Joseph Mar!'hall (the Indian chief of that name) say any thing about that subject? If 
so, when and where, who was present, and what did he say? 

3d. Have you, at any time, held any conversation with General Gaines upon the subject of that survey-of 
Marshall and Edwards's certificate about that matter? If so, stale the time, and what was said. Did you, or 
not, at thn same time, or before the conversation commenced, hand to General Gaines a newspaper containing a 
letter from Governor Troup to the general, bearing date the 16th of July last? Be particular, and state that con­
versation at full. 

4th. Did you inform him any thing about the character of Mr. Edwards before alluded to, and, if so, what was it? 
5th. Have you not been examined by Major T. P. Andrews, touching the treaty lately made at this place (In­

dian Springs) and the council at Broken Arrow in December last; also, concerning the reputed law under which the 
hostile Indians allege they executed General McIntosh? If so, did you or not inform him that, as to any particular 
affecting the negotiations of the late treaty at this place, you knew nothing? Did you not inform him, and so state 
in your testimony that you gave him, that McIntosh had declined to come out upon the subject of a treaty at Broken 
Arrow, and gave as a reason that he feared that some of the Indians would put him to death in consequence of a 
law, if he did so1 If you made ,rnch a statement, did you not immediately thereafter, and connected with the 
statement so made, proceed to explain what McIntosh meant, and said that he meant, about such a law; and that it 
was in reference to the Tuckaubatchee and Pofocat Spring proceedings only, which he did not recognise as a law 
of force in the nation, or as ever having been passed by authority of the nation? And did Major Andrews receive 
the qualification given by McIntosh about that law? Relate, particularly, how and in what manner you explained 
that stat1¥T1ent to Major Andrews. 

6th. Did or not General Gaines occasionally interrogate you while under examination1 
7th. Did either General Gaines or Major Andrews say any thing to you about their surprise at your not testi­

fying as they expected? Did they say how the Indian countrymen had testified, and that they seemed to refer to 
y<Ju? Were or not General Gaines and Major Andrews apparently satisfied and pleased with the statements you 
made to them? Relate, particularly, every matter and thing connected with that examination. After your state­
ment had been reduced to writing, did any person or persons call on you, and say to you any thing about your 
evidence? if so, who was it, what said he, and what was your reply? 

W. H. TORRANCE, 
W. W. WILLIAMSON, 

Georgia Commissioners. 

The answers of J,Jel Bailey to the annexed interrogatories. 
GEORGIA, Monroe Count9: 

To the first interrogatory, he answers, that he was at a council at the time and place stated. The council 
was held for the purpose, as witness believes, to ascertain if the chiefs would give their consent to permit the Gov­
ernor of Georgia to survey the territory lately ceded by them within the limits of Georgia. The council was in 
session when the witness left there, previous to which he had been informed by General McIntosh and others of the 
head chiefs that they were willing that the survey should be made immediately, or very soon thereafter. The wit­
ness does not recollect all the citizens of Georgia who were at the council, but recollects Bolin Smith, of Monroe 
county; General Ware, of Fayette county; and two persons named Hudspeth, formerly of Jasper county. 

To the second interrogatory, witness states that he heard said Marshall say that he was willing the survey should 
be made; witness says that, on his way to the council, he stopped at Mr. Rooker's, on Flint river, where he rnP,t 
said Marshall, and they breakfasted together. In company with Marshall were Mr. Prosser, of Baldwin county, and a 
Mr. Edwards, then of the Creek nation. Marshall informed witness that he had been to pilot Mr. Prosser to the 
residence of General McIntosh, who was the bearer of-an express from the Governor to McIntosh. Witness states 
that he asked Marshall if he did not intend to attend the council. Marshall replied that it was out of his power to do 
so; his business would not admit of it; but that he had authorized General McIntosh to sign an instrument for him 
giving his consent to the survey; that he was perfectly willing it should be done. This conversation was a few days 
before the council alluded to, and about the 7th or 8th of April last. 

To the third interrogatory, he says that he has had some conversation with General Gaines upon the subject 
of a certificate signed by Josrph Marshall and William Edwards. Some time about the last of the past month, 
(precise day not recollected,) General Gaines stated, in the presence of witness, that he did not believe that there 
had been a council held for the purpose of giving consent to the survey; that it was sufficiently proven by the cer­
tificate of Joseph M>1rsha\l and a Mr. Edwards, a very respectable man, that there had been no such council. Wit­
ness then stated to General Gaines that there was such a council; that he (the witness) was present at it. The wit­
ness states that he th~n informtld the general of the statements made to him (the witness) by Joseph Marshall, 
hereinbefore detailed. Witness says that he will not be positive, but believes that he did hand such a newspaper 
to General Gaines. 

To the fourth interrogatory, he says that he then informed General Gaines that he would not make use of the 
name of Edwards as a respectable man; that he believed Edwards was one of the very lowest class of mankind! 
General Gaines then asked the witness what he knew of Mr. Edwards. Witness informed General Gaines that he 
knew that Edwards h:.id left Georgia, and had gone into the Indian nation, to avoid paying his just debts. The 
general then inquired of witnPss, to whom Edwards was indebted; he was informed by witness that Edwards was 
indebted to him (witness.) 'Witness says that he has known this Mr. Edwards for about five years, and can safely 
say that he does not believe him entitled to credit. 

To the fifth interrogatory, witness states that he has been examined by Major Andrews upon the subjects alluded 
to. Witness says that he did state to Major Andrew~ that, as to the negotiations concerning the treaty at the Indiaq 
Springs, he knew nothing of his own knowlt>dge. \Vitness states that he did inform Major Andrews, and so stated 
in hi:1 testimony, that McIntosh declined to come olll upon the subject of a treaty, at Broken Arrow, and gave as a 
reason that stated in the interrog-atory. The witness states that that statement had reference to the Tuckaubat­
chee and Polecat law exclusively; but from the hasty manner in which the testimony of witness was then taken, 
he di,! not give that explanation that he wished to have done. 

WitnHss now states, in explanation of that matter, that when General McIntosh made the statement about the 
law before referred to, he stated distinctly that it was the Tuckaubatchee and Polecat Spring proceedings he al-
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luded to; that it was not a law authorized by the nation; and illustrated his view of it by marking off on the ground the 
shape of a handkerchief, and dividing itiinto four equal squares or parts, and said that the Tuckaubatchee and Polecat 
law was like that-that is, for one square to make laws for all the others. Witness states further, that General 
i\'lclntosh then said, that, notwithstanding it was not the general law of the nation, there were a number of Indians 
who were afraid some of the others would try to put it in force if they signed a treaty; that General McIntosh also 
stated that he believed there were then a majority in favor ofa treaty, but were afraid to let it be known on account 
of what they cal1ed the Polecat law. Witness states that in the month of November last, previous to the meeting at 
Broken Arrow, General McIntosh came to this place, (Indian Springs,) when and where he, the witness, exhibited 
to General McIntosh a newspaper containing the proceedings at Polecat and Tuckaubatchee: the general said at 
that time, which was the first he saw of it, that Polecat and Tuckaubatchee had no right to make a law for all the 
nation; that al1 laws to govern the nation must be made by a full coupcil of the nation. Witness then asked Gen­
eral '!\'Iclntosh if he did not believe it would prevent a treaty; to which the general replied that he did not, for it 
could not be considered a law by any others than those of Polecat and Tuckaubatchee. After witness arrived at 
Broken .Arrow, in December last, to attend the contemplated treaty, General McIntosh informed him that the In­
dians were more afraid of the Polecat law than he had expected. Witness states that General McIntosh uniformly 
denied the existence of such a national law; that the Polecat law had been made by a party who had no voice in 
the sale of the land, and that he believed that the party entitled to sell were all willing, but were still afraid of the 
Polecat law. 

To the sixth interrogatory, he says that he does not recollect of having been distinctly interrogated by General 
Gaines, though he referred witness several times to previous conversations. 

To the seventh interrogatory, he says that both General Gaines and Major Andrews expressed his surprise at 
not testifying as they expected. They seemed satisfied with the testimony of witness until he was interrogated con­
cerning the transactions about the treaty at this place, about which witness informed them that he knew nothing 
particular. It was then that they expressed their surprise, and inquired of witness why he had not kept up an in­
tercourse concerning the treaty with the commissioners, as he seemed to have had someth_ing to do with them at 
Broken Arrow. He informed them that, in consequence of his engagements, he being then the proprietor aod keeper 
of a tavern at this place, he was crowded with company, and could take no part in assisting to make the treaty. 

To the last interrogatory, the witness says, that what may have been said to him upon that subject can be of no 
importance to the parties in issue . .Mr. Bailey, in conclusion, is desirous to state that, so far as respects his testimony 
given to Major Andrews which was calculated to affect the United States commissioners, his answers were given 
to direct interrogatories only; that he could have given, if interrogated to the points, such answers as would, in his 
opinion, folly justify the course pursued by the United States commissioners at BrokFn Arrow. 

JOEL BAILEY. 
Examined, sworn to, and subscribed before us, this 16th day of August, 1825. 

W. H. TORRANCE, 
Wi\1. W. WILLIAMSON, 

T('st: HuGH W. EcTon. Georgia Commissioners. 

APPENDIX TO NO. 3. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, MILLEDGEVILLE, November 21, 1825. 
I transmit to the Legislature certain testimony recently taken by the commissioners on the part of the State, 

additional to that furnished at the opening of the session, and connected with various subjects of the message of the 
8th instant. 

G. M. TROUP. 

Affidavit of Reverend I. L. Brooks. 
GEORGIA, Baldwin County: 

Personally appeared before us the Reverend Iveson L. Brooks, who, being duly sworn, saith: That while at the 
Indian Springs, in the State of Georgia, in the month of July past, on Tuesday, the 19th day of the month, he was 
introduced to General E. P. Gaines by Major Joel Bailey, who keeps the public tavern at that place. After the 
introduction, this deponent and General Gaines entered into c1mversation about the Indians, the treaty, and other 
matters connected with them, in the public room, near the outer door; several persons were present, principally 
white men, and a few Indians of the friendly or McIntosh party. In that conversation, General Gaines stated, in 
speaking of the possessions of the United States beyond the Mississippi, that the General Government possessed no 
lands in that quarter free from the incuml:france of Indian titles or the occupancy of white settlers, who could not be 
removed without entering into formal treaties. He further said it was the most heels-over-head piece of business 
in the General Government that perhaps had ever occurred in the conduct of wise men to engage by treaty with 
the Indians to exchange with them territory when they had none to exchange. 

In speaking about the treaty, he stated that in regard to the treaty he thought he had sufficient evidence in his 
possession lo convince him that the commencement and whole progress of it was founded in the deepest fraud 'lnd 
treachery, and that every individual concerned in it was damned-he paused a while, and then said-politically 
damned. In conversing further about the treaty and the land, after making some remarks not particularly recol­
lected, he turned to the Indians who were present, and said, "I tell those Indians the white people will cheat them 
out of their lands, get all their money, and then kick them to hell." 

In speaking about Crowell, he stated that he believed him a pure and upright man; that he had done no more 
than his duty; and 'the only thing he blamed him for was signing the treaty as a witness, and that he (General Gaines) 
would rather have lost his right arm than have done it. Talking of the Indians, he said they were disposed to 
be reconciled and n'turn to the nation, except Chilly McIntosh and the small party attached to him; that he did ~ot 
care whether he did or not; that he was no chief, and had a plenty of property to live either among the Indians or 
whites. He further said that the people of Georgia were 'l reflecting people; that they were under the influence 
of intriguing politicians; and that he had no doubt they would ultimately approve his conduct. This deponent fur­
ther saith, that the conversation was a long one, and, during its continuance, General Gaines [was] occasionall.v 
highly excited, and spoke with much warmth; so much so, towards the conclusion, as to induce this deponent to break 
~ff rather unceremoniously, and turn to Major Bailey to settle his bill. 

I have endeavored to recollect as [ well as] I can the expres:;ions of General Gaines. Though in some cases I 
may have used different words, I am confident I have retained the sense of them. 

IVESON L. BROOKS. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 17th of October, 1825. 

J. T. CUSHING, J.P. 
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Affidavit of Colonel Jl,Jichacl Watson. 
GEORGIA, Baldwin County: 

Personally appe,red Michael Watson, a citizen of the county of Houston, who, beiug duly sworn, saith: That 
in the month of August last, and he believes on or about the tenth or eleventh day of that month, he was at the 
Indian Springs, in Monroe county, in said State; that, in a conYersation that was held between and among several 
persons then at the Springs, General Edmund P. Gaines, of the United States army, being present, the subject of 
conversation turned upon the late Indian treaty and the proposed survey then about to be made by the order of his 
excellency George M. Troup, Governor of the State of Georgia: he (General Gaines) stated in public compan: 
that if Governor Troup made the survey, or attempted it, he would be tried for treason and hung; that General 
Gaines also stated that Governor Troup and his friends were intriguing demagogues; that in the same conversation 
General Gaines manifested and expressed much warmth of hostile feeling towards Governor Troup and his friends. 

The conversation was boisterous in some respects, and it excited much warmth of feeling in the spectators and 
those concerned; that the whole of General Gaines's conversation and observations were~ directed against the consti­
tuted authorities of Georgia, and the supporters of her administration. 

:MICHAEL WATS01'. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 10th day of November, 1825. 

ELI S. SHORTER, J. S. C. 

Affidavit of C. B. Strong, Esq. 
GEORGIA, Bibb County: 

Personally appeared before me Christopher B. Strong, of the State and county aforesaid, who, being duly sworn, 
saith: On the 11th day of August, in the y~ar 1825, at the Indian Springs, in the county of Monroe, of said State, 
he heard a conversation commence between General Edmund P. Gaines, of the United States army, and Milton 
Cooper, of Putnam, in which General Gaines appeared to manifest much passion; and, after this, deponent got near 
enough to hear what was said. He heard the general say " he is a demagogue; his partisans are demagogues, 
unprincipled demagogues; 7,e is guilty of treason, and the commissioners have stated wilfully false," or words to 
that effect. I was informed by several gentlemen then present that the former epithets were used in relation, and 
applied to, Governor Troup of Georgia. 1 A severe controversy ensued betwixt the general and myself, which I 
deem it unnecessary here to detail. 

This deponent further saith, that, from what passed at that time, he has no doubt but that the first mentioned ex­
pressions of reproach were used by General Gaines in direct relation to Governor Troup. 

CHRISTOPHER B. STRONG. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 23d day of October, in the year of our Lord Christ 1825. 
ELI S. SHORTER, 

Judge of tl1e Superior Court. 

GEORGIA, Baldwin County: 
Affidavit of Major Joel Bailey. -

Personally appeared Joel Bailey, of the county of Monroe, who, being duly sworn, saith: That, some time in 
the month of July last, he heard General Edmund P. Gaines, of the United States army, state that the United 
States commissioners, in the late Indian treaty, had promised and undertaken with the Indians (meaning the Creek 
Indians) more than they could perform or comply with, in agreeing to exchange lands with them west of the Mis­
sissippi, for that the United States had no land there; that General Gaines said that he dared Governor Troup to at­
tempt to survey the land lately ceded by the Indians; that he would have an armed force, and arrest every surveyor 
as fast as they crossed Flint river; that if the Governor of the little demagogue State of Georgia did not mind, 
he ( Gaines) would get hold of him; and that the people of Georgia were a set of demagogues. 

JOEL BAILEY. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 16th day of November, 1825. 
JOEL FLANIGAN, J. I. C. 

In and for the County of Newton. 

PUBLISHED ADDRESSES OF THE DIFFERENT UNITED STATES' A.GENTS. 

Taken from tlie Georgia Journal of tlie 5tlt of July, 1825. 

TO THE PUBLIC. 

The subjoined letter from Major Andrews (United States special agent) is presented to the pnblic to pre­
vent exaggeration and misrepresentation. It speaks for itself. The reasons assigned for my temporary suspension 
from the office of agent I trust will be duly understood and appreciated. Indeed, the 1mtiring zeal manifested by 
Governor Troup, in the accomplishment of his purpose, has rarely been equalled, and never surpassed; it stands 
without a parallel in the annals of persecution. I ask the public and my friends to suspend any opinion in relation 
to the subject connected with this suspension, until I can have an opportunity of submitting my defence. Far from 
seeking any advantage from the locality of witnesses in the nakon, and from my situation as agent; unwilling to 
be suspected, even by the most prE>judiced, of being capable o, using any influence which my official station may 
be supposed to give me; and anxious to disarm my accuser of the slightest pretext for any insinuation of that cha­
racter, if I had not received Major Andrews's letter suspending me during tlte time of taking testimony, I should 
have asked it. I assure my friends and the public that the investigation will result in the establishment of my in­
nocence of the charges preferred against me by Governor Troup; for, having every confidence in the justice of the 
Government of my country, and its officers appointed to conduct this investigation, and being conscious of the cor­
rect intentions by which my official conduct has been influenced, although I may be for a season subjected to the in­
quisitorial proceedings of the. Governor and Lllfislature of Georgia, and may be compelled, in consequence 
thereof, to bear the popular odium, yet I feel persuaded that in the enlightened judgment of my countrymen I may 
safely rely, and from its award I can have nothing to apprehend. • 

CREEK AGENCY, Ju11e 22. 
I am, respectfully, 

JOHN CROWELL. 
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Sm: CREEK AGENCY, FLINT RIVER, June 21, 1825. 

Y o_u have been advised of the measures heretofore pursued by the President of the United States and of 
the Secretary of War, in relation to the charges, specific and implied, made against you as Indian agent. I have 
now to inform you that a suspension from 'fhe exercise of your functions as Indian agent, uptil the testimony to be 
collected in the Indian nation has been obtained and examined, has been decided on. I herewith send you a copy 
of the evidence collected by a committee of the Georgia Legislature, and their report as adopted by the Legisla­
ture. Copies of other documents, promised me by the Governor of Georgia, sl,all be furnished you as soon as 
those documents are received. You will accordingly turn over the agency to the sub-agent, Captain Triplett. 

In resorting to the discretionary power vested in me by the President, I feel it due to you to state frankly that 
this determination does not proceed from any present impression unfavorable to your innocence. I am not at liberty, 
in my present peculiar situation, to form a settled opinion on the charges made against you, until all the evidence 
to be collected from every quarter has been received and carefully examined; but I feel it dul:l to you to say that, 
so far as I am at liberty to take up a present impression, it is in favor of your integrity and honor. I feel it due 
to you to make this statement, in consequence of the course (which must be considered an unjust one, if not op­
pressive,) pursued towards you by the authorities of Georgia; my impression, too, being chiefly grounded on the 
ex parte testimony taken against you. _ 

Your suspension is made from courtesy to the authorities of Georgia, who have repeatedly and urgently demanded 
it, on the ground that it would be impossible to elicit unbiassed testimony in the Indian nation whilst you are in 
the exercise of your functions. It is done from a desire to do away all pretexts which might otherwise hereafter 
be seized on to destroy confidence in the results of the examinations. The suspension will be withdrawn so soon 
as those examinations are concluded, should they result in establishing your innocence. 

As-the object of the General Government, in this examination, is the establishment of truth, it could not but 
give me pain, as its agent, to find that, in taking testimony against you, all the usual prerogatives were lost sight of 
by Georgia. You were neither " informed of the nature or the cause of the accusation, nor confronted with wit­
nesses" against you, nor had you "compulsory process for obtaining witnesses" in your favor. The evidence on 
which the harshest opinions have been formed and expressed was not only ex parte, but it has been spread before 
the public in the newspapers before you had been informed of its character, or had an opportunity of making your 
defence; and public opinion thereby forestalled before the General Government, under which you hold your ap­
pointment, has had an opportunity of examining the testimony of either party. The course you have determined 
to pursue, as made known to me in the copy of your letter of the 20th to the commissioners appointed by the Gov­
ernor of Georgia, to take further evidence against you, in inviting them to be present at the examination of your 
voluntary witnesses, is of an opposite character, and cannot fail to strengthen the belief of your conscious innocence. 

It is scarcely necessary to add, that, in the exalted character of the President of tha United States, and of the 
Secretary of \Var, you have the surest guaranty of a fair trial, and a just decision on it. 

Very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
T. P. ANDREWS, Special Agent. 

Colonel JoHN CROWELL. 

Taken from the Southern Recorder of tl1e 9th of August, 1825. 

To THE Punuc.-It will be recollected that, at the commencement of the investigation against me, of the 
charges preferred by his excellency Governor Troup, I assured my friends and the public that it would result in the 
establishment of my entire innocence. The examination has now closed, and the opinion of the special agent, 
(Major Andrews,) contained in his letter to me of the 1st August instant, is given to the public; by which it will be 
perceived my suspension is withdrawn, and my innocence established. This opinion o'f my innocence is subject to 
revisal by the supreme executive authority of the Union: before that ulterior decision, it would be obviously improper 
to publish my defence, or a summary of the evidence upon which it is founded; but after it is officially announced, 
that impropriety will no longer exist; then I hope to be able to do so, whereby I trust I shall succeed in removing 
every doubt from the minds of the most skeptical, and silence every scruple of the most casuistical portion of the 
community. The public will then be able to form a just judgment between my accuser and myself. Until that 
period arrivt>s, he can continue the course he has pursued throughout the investigation, in publishing what he pleases, 
whether in the shape of evidence collected ex parte, or in the shape of reports of commissioners, since I feel con­
fident that such publications will be ascribed to their legitimate causes; and since I have too much confidence in the 
justness of my countrymen to apprehend their effects, when the motives which influence my accuser to such a course 
are so obviously plain, that 'he who runs may read' them. 

JOHN CROWELL. 
AuGl'ST 2, 1825. 

T. P. Andrews to John Crowell. 

Sm: MILLEDGEVILLE, GEORGIA, August 1, 1825. 
I acknowledge the receipt of your defence, accompanied by the testimony collected to rebut the charges 

preferred against you by his excellency Governor Troup, as well as the testimony taken against you by a committee 
of the Legislature of Georgia, and that interspersed throughout the volume of documents furnished me by the Gov­
ernor of Georgia. 

After a diligent examination of all the testimon)t taken on both sides during the investigation, and coming beforo 
me, I feel it incumbent on me to say that I conside9 you, in _reference to the charges made against you, not only an 
innocent, but a much injured man. This result is the more honorable to you, as you have only had it in your power 
to avail yourself of voluntary testimony. 

I shall make this report to the Secretary of \Var, to whom you will look for the decision of the President, which 
will confirm or reverse this opinion. In the mean time, you will consider your suspension withdrawn. 

With respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
T. P. ANDREWS, Special Agent. 

To Colonel JoHN CROWELL, Indian Agent, ~c. 
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The following letter from Edmund Pendleton Gaines, majo1· general commanding, is taken from the columns of 
the Georgia Journal, of the 23d of August, 1825. 

HE.-1.D-QuAn.·1·r.ns, E.-1.sTERN Dr::PART:\IE~T, 

Sia: INDIAN SPRINGS, August 16, 1825. 

I have received your excellency's letter of the 6th, postmarked "Milledgeville, 8th of August," acknow­
ledging the publication of a letter from me, the original of which, you say, you had not receiv,~d. To this I have 
only to say, it was forwarded in due time. It is, doubtless, known to you that yours of the 17th of July was pub­
lished, as it is presumed, by your authority, in a newspaper before I replied to it; you could not, therefore, feel 
much" surprise" at the publication of my reply. I had ~een, with regret, that for a Uuite<l States officer to write 
to you was, in fact, to write for the newspapers; and that to differ from you in opinion was to be denounced as an 
offender. Since this was apparent to me, (that is, since the receipt of yours of the 17th of July,) I have Le<'n well 
aware of the tax which our little ditferencf's of opinion would impose upon me-a tax which conscious innoc..:-nce 
suffers under the groundless imputation of ~uilt. I was not, therefore, much surprised at the gro~s misrepre~ema­
tions of your dedimus potestatem commissioners, nor at the concluding paragrarh of yours of the 6th, wherein you 
say "I have lost no time to direct you to forbPar further intercourse with this Government.'' These expressions, 
like others contained in some of your previous letters, (but of which I took no notice,) wherein you speak of my 
using the militia against Georgia, &c., appear to evince a very high degree of that prejudice and inflated pridt of 
office which might well be expected to prompt some little European despot " to feel power and forget right." Were 
you some little German prince, for example, (the most self-important and overbearing of all the crowned tribe,) 
and I a Turk, it would, in that case, excite no surprise that the little German prince should address the Turk as 
you have more than once addressed me; and, after freely indulging in words of "learned length and thundering 
sound," conclude with the expressions above quoted, viz: " J ltave lost no time to direct you to forbear further 
intercourse witk this Government." 

But I am not a Turk, nor am you a prince; I am a plain native of Virginia, and an adopted citizen of Ten­
nessee; I am an officer of the United States, of which Georgia is an honored and an honorable member. My 
lawful public duties have called me into this State, where, yielding due homage to her laws, and those of the United 
States, I find myself possessed of ample privileges, which depend not upon the whim or caprice of any individual­
no, not even the Governor, with whose correspondence I confess to you, sir, I have not been so much delighted or 
instructed as individually to wish for its continuance. But, however unprofitable your correspondence may be to 
me individually, yet the respect due to the office you fill will not permit me to yield to the non-intercourse which 
you have, without authority, presumed to" direct." On the contrary, sir, I have the right as a citizen, and the 
additional right as a public functionary, to address yqu; and· should my official duties require that I should, at any 
time, address the Executive of this State personally, or by letter, I shall not fail to do that duty with the respect 
due to the office and the State over which you preside. In this State, as in all others of the United States that I 
h11.ve visited, I am gratified to find around me men and patriots,- and the descendants of men and patriots, who 
fought and bled for the independence of our country, and who, in September, 1787, in the first paragraph of a rare 
and very interesting work, which I would recommend to your attention, united with the patriots of other States in 
saying, " We, the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect union, establish justice, insure do­
mestic tranquillity, provide for the common defence, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of 
liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this constitution for the United States of America." 
Among such men I cannot feel myself a stranger in a foreign land. Many of these men, I am assured, will do me 
the justice to believe that the United States soldier, whose respectful communications of June and July last you 
answered with official arrogance, would cheerfully seize upon any proper occasion to throw himself between them 
and the fire of an invading foe, to save from harm the humblest citizen of the State. .l\Iy military command has 
alternately, within a few years past, extended to every State and Territory of the republic. I have, at different 
times, been honored with the acquaintance and occasional correspondence of more than twenty of the State and 
Territorial Governors, from neither of whom, except yourself and one other, have I ever received any expression 
other than the most dignified, amicable, and polite kind. I have addressed one and all of them, and you, in the 
same heart-felt terms of that respect which naturally flows from an habitual devotion to the beloved institutions of 
our common country, no feature of which is, in my estimation, so valuable as that which secures the just rights and 
privileges of the States-rights and privileges defined by the constitution and known laws, and not such as depend 
upon the prejudice and passion of a few individuals-rights and privileges, to promote which is to promote the 
interest and honor of the Union. With these impressions I have approached 'the State authorities, not as foreign 
princes, but as brethren of one great political family, whose fair fame has already attracted the admiration of every 
civilized country, and whose example has led to the establishment of liberty in South America, and promi~es to aid 
in its final extension and permanent establishment throughout every portion of the world. Such institutions should 
not be sported with. A public officer, resolved to act the part of a bold man when he has lost the character of a 
wise one, may sometimes, perhaps, innocently amuse himself in attempts to pass off the turbulence of his thunder­
ing words for force, and the frenzy of his party zeal for fire; but when he thus writes himself into a great passion 
aboµt nothing, and when he permits himself to utter threats in the face of such institutions, and gravely appeals to his 
commanders and "co-workers," and says unto them," having exhausted the argument, we will stand by our arms," 
we (the people) involuntarily call to mind the ludicrous idea of licentiousness personified in the act of" tweaking 
justice by the nose, and the babe beating the nurse;" and it becomes a grave question to determine whether to 
smile or be serious at such eccentricities. , 

Wishing your excellency health and respect, I have the honor to be, 
EDMUND PENDLETON GAINES, 

Major General Commanding. 

Taken from the " Georgia Patriot," of the 30tlt August, 1825. 

HEAD-QUARTERS, EASTERN DEPARTMENT, 

S1R: MILLEDGEVILLE, August 29, 1825. 
I have received your communication through Mr. Secretary Pierce, with two papers purporting to be 

copies ofletters from your excellency to the President of the United States, bearing date the 26th of July and 6th 
of August, wherein it appears you are pleased to write at me and of me, not"7ithsranding your avowed resolution 
not to write to me. 

To this wise expedient to preserve the immense weight of dignity under which your excellency labors, I can 
have no objection. I take this occasion, before noticing your assumed "facts and arguments," to assure you tha 
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I have no authority whatever from the President of the United States or Department of"War to write or speak to 
you upon _any other than public and official subjects, such as I. have, with perfect frankness and cordiality, com-

• municated to you previous to the receipt of your letter of the 17th July. In that letter, you will recollect, you so 
far lost sight of your own proper sphere of action, as to attempt to give me what you term "a gentle rebuke." 
You thus, then, laid aside the wonted high themes of your briiliant pen-tlie Federal Government, tlie Federal Judi­
ciary, State rights, Yazoo claims, q-c. '5·c.; and leaving all these great matters to stand or move in the separate 
and distinct orbits in which the federal and State constitutions and laws have wisely placed them, you have 
"descended," rather hastily, as it would seem, to unauthorized personal auimad\·ersion and "rebuke," touching 
cert:iin official duties confided to me. 

In repelling the personal censure and menace contained in what you have termed your "mild rebuke," I ha,e 
acted on my own individual responsibility, without any authority save that which is implanted in the breast of 
every upright man, civilized and savage; ,vhich is known to the virtuous and wise as the " first law of nature;" 
a law which authorizes the free use of the bayonet against the bigh\t·ay robber of money, whose weapon is of a 
deadly hue, and the free use of the pen against the official robber of rEU>utation, whose known weapon is the pen. 
I have no money, and but little property of any kind that would command money, and, therefore, have no orcasion 
to guard against the highway robber. The little store of wealth of which I am master consists of an untarnished 
reputation, with some testimonials of applause generously and spontaneously bestowed on me by the National and 
some of the State Legislatures, of which Georgia is one; and by which she and they havt> secured my lasting grati­
tude, and strengthened the ties of friendly feeling and brotherly union between us. This little store is valued highly 
by me; it is my own-my all. It will be held in trust by me for my children and my country; and it is, therefore, 
my right and bounden duty to preserve and defend it! It would be criminal in me to neglect it! No earthly law 
can impair the higher law of self-defence and self~preservation. 

My letters of the 14th, 16th, and 22d June, and those of the 1st and 10th of July, have convinced my friends 
(whose good opinion I value most highly) ofmy uniform and earnest desire to abstain from collision with you. And, 
in my answer to yours oftlrn 17th July, it is known that your suggestion of the ha&te in which you wrote induced 
me to decline a reply for a week, and until your letter made its appearance (as usual) in a newspaper, doubtless by 
your permission. If, in mine of the 28th July, of which you complain to the President, or in my last of the 16th of 
this month, it should appear that nature, or a defective education, should have implanted in me a little spice of that 
kniglit errantry for whi,;h your excellency is so much renowned, and that I should thereby have been tempted to 
break a lance witli you in sometlting like your own proper style, I cannot but hope that my fault in this case, in 
following your example, and quoting your own expressions, (the only fault with which I can possibly be charged,) 
will be pardoned by the President and the people of the United States, of whose wisdom and justice and mag­
nanimity I have had the most undoubted proofs. To your excellency I have no apology to offer. I purpose, how­
ever, tl1at, in our future correspondence, after disposing of your futile charges against me, you and I may confine 
ourselves to our public and official duties. ,vhen these are accomplished, I hereby promise, should you desire it, 
to correspond with you "unofficially," until "we shall have exhausted the argument;" and then we will stand by 
our--goose quills, and talk c,f "valor"-about which you have written to the President. 

In the interim, since you appear to be fond of quotations from the poets upon the subject of "1,alo1·," I will 
here give you one for your particular consideration and benefit: 

" The brave vent not their prowess in a storm of u·01·ds, 
"They let actions speak for them." 

In your letter of the 26th July, recommending to the notice of the President the report of your commissioners, 
you remark that the report "may indeed be said to carry with it its own commentary;" and yet you have taken 
care to furnish it with an elaborate commentary! It has gone forth doubly armed-with its own and your com­
mentary. Thus armed and shielded at all points, it remains for me to approach and try its boasted strength. In 
this necessary measure of self-defence, I s1rnll proceed upon the principle indicated in the following quotation: 
" Out of tliine own moutli will I convict tliee." 

From your "documentary evidence," and from the report of your commissioners, it is my purpose to prove, 
1st. That your attempt to associate your commissioners with me was a usurpation as unwarrantable as it was 
indecorous. 2d. That their report is tainted with misrepresentation and perfidy. 3d. That the real object of your 
commissioners was to thwart my efforts to restore peace among the Indians, notwithstanding their professed desirP 
to co-operate with me in the development of truth, and the restoration of peace and harmony. 

If I do not in my next letter establish these three points, then will I agree to submit it to the denunciation of 
your excellency, and the whole tribe of your servile newspaper slanderers, during the remaining period of my life. 

I have the honor to be, 
EDMUND PENDLETON GAINES, 

To His Excellency GOVERNOR TROUP. Majo1· General Commanding. 

Takenji·o,n tlte Georgia Patriot of tlie l3tli September, 1825. 

M1LLEDGEVILLE, September 12, 1825. 

The editor of the "Patriot" is respectfully requested to suspend, for the present, the publication of my letter of 
the 6th instant, promised in mine of the 29th August, to his excellency Governor Troup. I have been charged with 
having attempted to break the late treaty, and of having connected myself with a political party of this State. 

I take this occasion to pronounce these charges to be wholly destitute of truth. I have frankly and candidly 
answered every civil question asked me by men of all parties in reference to the treaty. I have exerted myself 
to convince the principal chiefs of the nation opposed to the treaty of the expediency of acquiescing in it. I have, 
indeed, cordially accepted the civilities of many much-respected citizens of Georgia, without knowing, or making 
any effort to know, to what parties they belonged; and I have since ascertained that they b~longed to different 
parties. I had no knowledge of the political views of Mr. Varner at the time I replied to his inquiry respecting 
the "emigrating party." I have never deemed it proper to insult a citizen of any State, or any party, in conse­
quence of his being civil to me. I have never, to my knowledge, endeavored to influence the vote or the political 
opinion of any man in the State of Georgia, in regard to the ensuing election. And, although I am not aware that 
my letter of the 6th will produce this effect, as it tends to expose the conduct of some men of both parties, who 
have advocated a violation of the eighth article of the treaty, yet, as I have been charged, however falsely, with 
an attempt to meddle with the political affairs of the State, with a view to the ensuing election, I have determined 
to suspend the publication of my promised exposition until after the election. 

Respectfully, 
EDMUND PENDLETON GAINES, 

111.ajor General Commanding. 
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Reply of Major T. P. Andrews to the reports of the Georgia Commissioners. Taken from the National Intelli­
gencer of September 22, 1825. 

WASHINGTON, September 17, 1825. 

The reports of the Georgia commissioners, which contain numerous calumnies against me as an officer 
of the Government and as a gentleman, were some time since published in your paper. I was, at the time, confined 
to my bed with a severe fever, or should otherwise have asked you to publish an original reply to those reports in 
the lntelligeQcer. They have lately been published in the National Journal, and replied to through that paper. I 
send you a copy of the reply, and would thank you to give it the same circulation through your paper which was 
given to the aspersions which gave rise to it. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
T. P. ANDREWS. 

To Messrs. GALES & SE.~TON, 
Editors of the National Intelligencer. 

From the .National Journal. 

SIR: SEPTEI\IIlER 19, 1825. 

I observe in your paper of the 6th instant the three reports "of the commissioners who represented Georgia 
at the late conference with the Creek Indians." These reports were published some time last month in the 
National Intelligencer: I was then confined to bed with a bilious fever, and unable to answer them. They relate 
chiefly to matlers of a public nature, on most of which I too have made reports; not based, however, on the same 
kind of foundation: mine are sustained by evidence, which, I trust, will be considered as full and satisfactory on 
every point on which it touches. Those of the Georgia commissioners appear to rest solely on their veracity or as­
sertions, which, unfortunately, (where those gentlemen are personally best known) is not a matter of boastfulness 
among their neighbors. The reports verify the prediction which I made in a letter to his excellency the Governor 
of Georgia, that "the pursuit by the authorities of Georgia was to be transferred from the Indian to the special 
agent of the Government." It is not my intention to enter into a discussion of any public matters referred to in 
the documents in question. Indeed, having handed in my reports, I am not at liberty to allude fully or particularly 
to them, until they have been made public by the Government. But the commissioners of Georgia, having thought 
proper to asperse my character as a man, by impugning my impartiality or fairness as an agent, I feel called on to 
answer so much of their reports (which have been industriously circulated through the newspapers) as relates to 
me personally. It was not my wish to have a controversy with those gentlemen, but as they have made an attack 
on me, which 1Vas uncalled for, and unwarranted by truth or fairness, they shall not find me backward in repelling 
their aspersions. In doing so, it may become my duty to show that, if they are ever moved by the workings of 
conscience, they must hereafter, in their moments of reflection, look to the reports which I am about to notice, as 
the record of their own misconduct. My reply will, from its nature, (like most, if not all personal publications,) be 
of a harsh character; but that harshness will be found in the matter of fact it contains, and not in its language. 

I will first, acting on the defensive, notice the aspersions of the commissioners in the order they present them­
selves in their reports; I will then essay to put the commissioners themselves to the wall, that they may have a fair 
opportunity of showing their dexterity in getting from it. 

Their first insinuation is contained in the first part of the second paragraph of the first report, as follows: "From 
the anxiety of the special agent (Major Andrews) to satisfy the mind of the Little Prince as to the suspension of 
the agent, (Colonel Crowell,) we felt anxious forebodings that we need not expect to find in him a man who sought 
only to extend impartial jnstice to the accused." 

The explanation of this aspersion will be found in the following brief statement: General Gaines held a prepa­
ratory " talk" with the head chief of the Creek nation-I think, the day before he met the nation in council. I 
requested the general, in that interview, to make known to the Little Prince the fact of the agent's suspension, and 
to explain the causes which produced it. This was, of course, necessary from a regard to the general interests of 
the Government, for the information of the Indian nation, and in justice to the Indian [ agent] and his accusers. 
The commissioners have not had the effrontery to assert that any thing was stated to the Little Prince which was 
not strictly true and correct; they merely complain of my anxiety "to satisfy the mind of the Little Prince as to 
the suspension of the agent, (Colonel Crowell.") After this explanation, I deem comment on this point altogether 
n nnecessary. 

In the latter part of the same paragraph, the commissioners insinuate that I improperly withheld my opinion, 
when appealed to by the Rev. Mr. Compere and the commissioners, as to the absolute necessity of his making oath 
to the evidence which the commissioners had demaHded of him. I was not the keeper of the Rev. Mr. Compere's 
conscience, or of that of any other clergyman or gentleman; and having never made theology a profession, I did not 
consider myself Cdpable of arguing a learned divine out of a religious scruple or prejudice. If the commissioners 
intend to complain that I would not use force to compel that reverend gentleman to do what his conscience dictated 
to him he ought not to do, they should recollect that, so far from possessing that power myselt~ it was not in the 
Government even which had delegated to me all the little authority I possessed as its agent. This complaint is so 
futile, that I can see but one thing proved in it by the commissioners, which is, that they had no just accusations to 
makr. against me, and were, therefore, compelled to resort to such charges as that now referred to. The official 
correspondence between the commissioners and myself ( copies of which are annexed) will throw further light on 
this charge against me, as well as others. The commissioners can best tell why this correspondence was withheld 
from publication, in giving these reports publicity. 

In the fifth paragraph of the same report, other insinuations are mysteriously made as to an alleged suggestion 
of mine to General Gaines, that the interrogatories of the commissioners to the Indians should be submitted for 
my examination, before they were put to the Indians. These insinuations are perversions of truth. General Gaines 
can bear witness that I never made such a suggestion to him. I did suggest that all interrogatories put to the 
Indian!, whether by the commissioners or myself, ought to be in writing, that, through their clerks, they might have an 
opportunity of giving their answers in writing; and, in that way, both the interrogatories and answers might be 
placeq on record, and be_vond the possibility of misapprehension and mirepresentation. The misrepresentations 
and distortions of facts which have been since committed by the commissioners show the propriety, and indeed 
necessity, of that suggestion. 

In the sixth paragraph of the same report, they, for the second time, mysteriously allude to my being found at 
the house of the missionary, (the Rev. Mr. Smith.) This offending on my part (being found in the house of a cler­
gyman) will be fully explained when I state a fact, well known to the commissioners-that I lodged and boarded 
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there; and that the room they say I was in was that which I used for my bedroom, office, and parlor. They assert 
that the attorney of Colonel Crowell was in the room with me when they entered the house. This may be the 
fact, although my present impression is, that it was the Rev . .Mr. Compere who had paid me a visit. That the 
door of the room w<1s closed, as they assert, I think is quite probable, if not certain; because that door opened into 
a general family parlor, in constant use, and because the room I was in was occupied, as I have stated, as my bed 
chamber a, well as office. That I was frequently in conversation with the attorney of Colonel Crowell, is also 
quite certain; because l was necessarily compelled to have a constant intercourse with him on the business which 
cdrried us both to the nation. They might have added, with truth, that I was frequently in conversation with the 
agent himself. I offer these mysterious allusions of the commissioners to circumstances which they knew to be 
absolutely necessary, and of a perfoctly negative and innocent character, as an additional evidence that they bad it 
not in their power to make a just allegation against me. 

In the fourth paragraph of the third report, (that of Colonels Jourdan and Williamson,) they refer to my letter 
to Colonel Crowell, suspending him from the exercise of his functions, as evidence of the agent's case having been 
prejudged. As the commissioners are courteous enough on this occasion to admit that letter to be good evidence 
on any point, I will,reciprocate that courtesy by an acknowledgment that that letter does furnish evidence of the 
agent's case having been prejudged. There is, however, a material difference of opinion between the commis­
·sioners and myself as to the authorities by which that prejudgment was committed. 

I have thus gone through the tangible charges made against me by the commissioners of Georgia, who, I pre­
sume, have preferred them, having none of a more manly character to offer. I shall now make i;ome statements, 
from which, if they are credited, it may be inferred that, if these charges had been true, they ought not to be credit­
ed on the-assertions of those gentlemen where they are not known, and they will not be credited on their assertions 
wherever they are personally known to the public. 

The commission appointed to aid General Gaines, and to take all the trouble aml all my little labor off my 
hands, consisted of the following gentlemen, whom I shall take the liberty of presenting to the public in a proper 
manner, viz. Colonels Seaborn Jones, Warren Jourdan, Williaµ1 H. '.Torrance, and William W. Williamson, com­
missioners; Captain J. S. Thomas and Captain William Bowen, as "marshals;" and .Mr. Kenan, the clerk of the 
commission. 

Colonel Seaborn Jones, who is the aid-de-camp of his excellency the Governor of Georgia, is already known 
to the public as the gentleman who gave a certificate of certain remarks alleged to have been made by Mr. Wirt, 
which remarks, however, appear (unfortunately for the veracity of the colonel) never to have been uttered. He is 
considered as a general "certificate man," who, in the absence of other testimony, will always be ready to give his 
certificate, or make a report, whenever the interests of the political party to which be is attached are in jeopardy. 
This gentleman has bee!) publicly accused with sundry acts which are not calculated to establish for him a high 
character for veracity or honor. He has been accused of having puochased, in a private improper manner, certain 
personal property of a man in distress, which was liable to executions held by himself as an attorney, and in that 
way appropriating to himself property which should have been held to the uses of his clients. He has been con­
victed of having taken a double fee in the same interest in dispute-one of each party. He has been accused of 
obtaining the control of an execution on false pretences, and attempting knowingly to recover a debt twice for his 
own use. He has been charged with all this "professional treachery" by a fellow member of the bar, a gentleman 
of property and high standing, and has never vindicated his character in a proper manner from it. The belief in 
its truth at his home (Milledgeville) is so great, that he was rejected by.the people as a candidate for the Le­
gislature. 

Colonel \Villiam \V. \Villiamson stands convicted, (in the evidence which accompanies my report to the Gov­
ernment,) by the testimony of numerous witnesses, of being an active instrument in the hands of the commissioners 
who made the late treaty, in attempting to bribe various persons to betray their duty and honor. He is shown to 
have offered a bribe of eight thousand dollars to the United States' interpreter, whose character he has since en­
deavored to destroy, to prevent an exposure of his own corruption. He is shown by the evidence to have been 
paid a thousand dollars for his services, and to have received twenty-five or thirty thousand dollars of the United 
States' funds, placed in the hands of the commissioners who made the treaty, and to have been engaged with that 
money ever since in speculating in negroes, as a common negro trader. Such is the opinion of thii. man's charac­
ter whe1·e he resided and was best known, that the grand jury of Twigg's county superior court, in March term. 
1822, dis-;:redited his affidavit, and pronounced the bill which he attempted to sustain by that affidavit "No bill;" , 
a malicious prosecution. I subjoin the affidavits of John \Vinslett, Lemuel B. Nichols, and J. H. Campbell, to 
show the character, habits, and temper of this one of the commissioners. 

Colonel \V. H. Torrance. This gentleman has been convicted within about a year, by a sentence of the court 
of the place in which he resides, (Milledgeville,) of a-disgraceful slander, and a considerable fine imposed by the 
sentence of the court, as a punishment. 

Colonel \"\r arren Jourdan. This gentleman has been accused before the public of having screened a notorious 
smuggler, who had been engaged during the late war in smuggling a large quantity of blankets into Georgia from 
Amelia Island. The accusation, which was made by his neighbor, a man of high standing in society, has never 
been repelled; and was so far sustained by his follow-citizens as to cause him to be rejected as a candidate for the 
Legislature. I regret that the attack of this gentleman on myself has compelled me, in showing his want of charac­
ter and credit, to allude to a circumstance, the mention of which, I understand, gives him as much uneasiness as 
did the mention to Sancho Panza of his blanketing at the tavern. 

Captains Bowen and Thomas, the two marshals, are already known to the public. By reference to the report 
of Mr. Wirt (made in 1822) to the President of the United States, in the case of General D. B . .Mitchell, the 
former Indian agent for the Creek nation, (who was convicted of having smuggled between one and two hundred 
African negroes into the Indian nation from Amelia Island,) it will be seen that these two gentlemen, who were 
his deputies in office, weM the instruments of General Mitchell in introducing these negroes into the nation. It 
will be there seen that Captains Bowen and Thomas wrre the persons by whom the negroes were obtained and 
carried into the Indian nation. General Mitchell was dismissed on tliat report from office, and Captains Bowen 
and Thomas compelled to leave the nation. Captain Thomas is now hving, or connected in business, with Gene­
ral Mitchell, to whom lw is related; and Captain Bowen has been shown, by the exposure of the assistant Indian 
agenr, (Captain Triplett,) to have been of late engaged in elforts to counteract the measures of General Gaines in 
the Creek nation. It was Bowen who wrote the correspondence signed in the name of General l\1clntosh to the 
Governor of Georgia, relating to permission to make a survey of the lands acquired by the late treaty. 

Mr. Kenan, the secretary of the board of commhsioners, so far as I observed or learned any thing of his char­
acter or conduct, is a young ~entleman of ca parity and merit, who, at the same time that he discharged his duty to the 
board and to the Srate of Georgia, conducted himself as a gentleman toward, all those who had occasion to have 
any intercourse with him. 
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I have thus attempted to show, in taking a view of their i?dividual characters, the degree of credibility whid, 
should be accorded to the commissioners of Georgia, who have attempted, on tlze weigltt of tlztir assertions or vera­
city alone, to defame the characters of General Gaines, the reverend gentlemen residing as missionaries in the In­
dian nation, and myself. I shall next allude to certain private acts of those gentlemen, to show their character and 
conduct as a board of public officers. 

Whilst the commissioners were in the Indian nation, it was made known to the acting agent, Captain Triplett, 
ihat a quantity of whiskey had been clandestinely introduced (through the woods, and at night) into a back build­
ing, in the rear of the houses of Princeton, near the Indian council. As the sale or distribution of liquors is always 
prohibited in the neighborhood of an Indian council in session, the acting agent had the whiskey thrown out of the 
vessel which contained it. ,Vhilst the agent was present superintending those ordered to perform this duty, the 
slave servant of Colonel Jones, one of the commissioners, presented himself, and contended that it ought not to be 
thrown out, as it was the property of his master or the commissioners. Captain Triplett informed the servant. 
that if his master or either of the commissioners would say so, the same quantity of liquor would be procured 
immediately and restored, whatever he might think of the transaction. Colonel Jones did accordingly acknowledge 
that he owned it, and the restoration took place immediately. At the same time, General Gaines was informed by 
the Indians and others that Captain Bowen had visited their camps; had jeered them with the fact of General 
Gaines's not having given them any liquor; and informed them, if they would go to the lodgings of the commission­
ers, they should have as much as they wanted. The commissioners could not have wanted the whiskey for their 
own use, for they, or any other persons except the Indians, could have procured, at the house they boarded, what 
liquors they wanted for their own tables. The presumption in the nation was, that the whiskey was introduced to 
produce confusion among the Indians, through the agency of Captain Bowen. 

The conduct of the commissioners towards the reverend gentlemen residing in the nation as missionaries was of 
the most extraordinary character. The first question put to one of those gentlemen, (.Mr. Ccmpere, of the Baptist 
mission,) a gentleman of the most pious and exemplary character, was, whether he was present with the party who 
killed McIntosh. Towards another, (Mr. Smith, of the Methodist mission,) they acted, if possible, in a still more 
shameful manner. After giving him certain interrogatories to answer, one of the commissioners (Colonel Jourdan) 
declared, before they had received his answers, that they would not believe one word he might state, even on oath. 
This was known to Mr. Smith before he answered the interrogatories. The missionaries had had, a year or two 
ago, as they thought, cause of complaint against the Indian agent, because he would not compel or induce the In­
dians to attend preaching; but, at the same time, they accorded him the justice in stating that he had done all in 
his power to forward the interests of the missionary schools in the nation. From that cause, the commissioners ap­
peared to think that the missionary gentlemen were bound to give evidence against the agent on any subject or 
charge, true or untrue, made against him. And when they discovered the willingness of those gentlemen to bear 
testimony in his favor, in matters in which they thought or knew him to be innocent, at the same time that they re­
peated their testimony against him on other points, their rage appeared to carry them beyond all the bounds of jus­
tice and discretion. Their deportment towards those reverend gentlemen, in their own house, was such that the 
amiable females of their families were thrown into grief and confusion. 

At the house of the Rev. Mr. Smith, the day after I reached the nation, I informed the three clergymen who 
were present, (Mr. Smith, Mr. Compere, and Mr. Hill,) that I wished to take their testimony, for or against the 
agent, on the charges made against him. They asked if I required statements or affidavits from them; at the same 
time that they expressed their willingness to make oath to their evidence, if the Government required it of them as 
absolutely necessary; they also stated that they wished to avoid taking an oath, if it could be done with propriety. 
After proper reflection, I informed them, from the knowledge I had gained of their characters, and from a respect 
to their sacred callings, I should not require an oath from them; but if the Government considered an oath ne­
cessary, their evidence could hereafter be returned to them from ·w ashington time enough for them to add their 
affidavits. This conversation, I think, took place at dinner. Shortly after the commissioners came in, and made 
known their determination to examine those gentlemen. The Rev. Mr. Compere informed the commissioners of 
the arrangement which I haq made with the missionaries, and asked if a similar one would answer for the commission­
ers. They informed him, with great rudeness, that it would not; and he stated to them, in reply, that, as he could 
see no necessity for giving them a duplicate of his evidence at all, the Indian agent, who was under trial, being au 
officer of, and amenable onf y to, the General Government, he must decline giving it as they demanded it. The 
other clergymen, as well as I recollect, assented to the corre&tness of Mr. Compere's position; and the commission­
ers, after having made use of some further harsh language towards t)lose gentlemen, retired, declining to take their 
testimony in the shape proffered. They, however, afterwards applied for and received it, without the affidavit. It 
was for declining to interfere in the conversation referred to that the commissioners have charged me with a dere­
liction of duty; and this forms the " head and front of the offending" of those reverend gentlemen, who have thus 
drawn down upon themselves the full measure of wrath now heaped on them. I venture to assert, and leave it to time 
to test the truth of the assertion, that there are not attached to any church or churches in this country three cler­
gymen of more irreproachable character, or who are more devoted to religion and virtue, than the three gentlemen 
alluded to. One of them (the Rev. Mr. Smith) was a revolutionary patriot and soldier, but has been, for tl1e 
last forty years, a minister of the gospel. I understood, in South Carolina, that he had resided from twenty-five to 
thirty years of his life in one place (Camden) in that State; where he is now venerated for his years, his piety, and 
his virtues. The people of that State, to whom he is well known, arc anxious for his return among them. 

It was made known to the acting agent for Indian affairs, who informed me of the fact whilst at Broken Arrow, 
that the commissioners of Georgia had carried with them into the nation a large amount of money-say from four 
to six thousand dollars. The personal expenses of the commissioners (who all live within sixty miles of the In­
dian line, and travelled with their own horses,) could not have been more than twenty or thirty dollars apiece it, 
the nation. For what purpose they carried so much money into the Indian country, they can best explain. If it 
was intended that Colonel Williamson should make with that money new efforts at bribing the white men in the 
nation and Indian chiefs, he had bought wit enough by experience, one would suppose, to have informed his col­
leagues that, although both the white men and Indians were poor, they were proof against bribery. The money 
was not made use of. 

On leaving the nation, two of the commissioners, Colonels Jourdan and "Williamson, went a considerable dis­
tance out of their way home to go by the place at which the McIntosh Indians were stationed, on the Flint river, and in 
Georgia. One of those gentlemen (Colonel Jourdan) has had the temerity to acknowledge that he was present 
with one detachment of those Indians, when one of the "marshals" of the Georgia commission ( Captain Bowen) 
wrote a letter, in the name of the headman of those little detachments, (Joe Marshall,) to Chilly McIntosh, ad\·ising 
or directing him not to meet Gen~ral Gaines in council with his detachment, according to appointment, at the Flint 
river. Indeed, although, from respect to their official situations, the commissioners were treated with all the cour­
tesy which their deportment would permit the general to show them, yet he could not but view them as he did, 
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judging from that deportment, and their acts generally, as so many men determined on mischief, by counteracting 
all his pacific and just measures. The opinions which they have since appeared to express, in favor of having 
more bloodshed among an unfortunate and distracted race of beings, who have been much and deeply injured, 
prove the correctness of the general opinions which prevailed in the nation.as to their real wishes and inti;:ntions. 

There is one circumstance of a public nature which I shall advert to in this reply, as it has not been alluded to 
in my reports to the Government, (no official act or proceeding having grown out of it,) which will tend to show 
the course of proceeding of the commissioners. It is the case of Kendal Le1cis, which the commissioners have. 
attempted to distort to such an extent, that it can scarcely be recognised in their report as the same transaction. 
The commissioners had complained to General Gaines that they wished to take the testimony of Lewis, who is a 
tavern or stand keeper in the nation, and who was, as they stated, not willing to give testimony. General Gaines 
immediatel_v i~sued an order or rE>qllest that Lewis should attend to be examined by the commisiioners. He forth­
with presented himself. The commissioners were furnished with every thing necessary for themselves and secre­
tary in writing down the testimony. But the acting comrnissioner on this occasion (Colonel Jourdan) had scarcely 
taken his seat at the table before he clrew from his pocket an affidavit, already written, which he presented for Lewis 
to swear to. Lewis was asked if he had heard the paper read which was presented to him to swear to, or had any 
knowledge of its contents; to which he replied he had not, and that he could not subscribe or swear to any paper with 
the contents of which he was unacquainted. The paper was then read to him; Colonel Jourdan manifesting mucl, 
anger at his refusing to swear to, without reading it. It contained, in substance, an insinuation that he Iiad im­
portant information in his possession affecting the character of the Indian agent, and had heard conversations held 
by him of a character calculated to injure him, if disclosed; but that he apprehended serious injury to his family 
or property. if he disclosed either. So soon as it was read to him, he told Colonel Jourdan, with some warmth, in 
the presence of a large number of persons, that he had uevn made a statement to him, or any one else, which would 
warrant such insinuations; that he was not on friendly terms with the agent, but that he had no knowledge of any 
facts or circumstances calculated to have the slightest effect for or against him in the present investigation. Colo­
nel Jourdan insisted that he had made such a statement, and expressed a belief that he did possess some such in­
formation, but that he was afraid to disclose it. On this, both General Gaines and myself urged Lewis, in the• 
strongest manner, if he did possess any information for or against tht> agent, to disclose it; and assured him, at tlw 
same time, of the protection of the Government. He persisted in the most solemn assurances that he knew no­
thing of any circumstances having the slightest bearing on the matters under investigation. He at the same time 
admitted having said that he was "afraid to give an affidavit," because he did not wish, from peculiar circum­
stances, personal to himself, to draw the notice or animadversions of any party or set of men, who might feel dis­
appointed in finding testimony in it which they neither wished nor expected. Finding that Lewis would not swear to 
the affidavit already drawn up for him, Colonel Jourdan, no longer able to keep his temper, tore up the paper 
which he wished Lewis to sign and swear to without reading, and departed to his quarters; Lewis having previously, 
at the urgent request of Genernl Gaines and myself, agreed to answer, on oath, any interrogatories put to him 
by the commissioners. Lewis afterwards explained to several gentlemPn his reasons for wishing to decline givini?: 
t')stimony, which must, at best, be of a negative character. He stated that, some fifteen or twenty years sinct, 
(beiug then a citizen of Georgia,) he unfortunately engaged in an affray which resulted in the death of his opponent; 
that the affair had heretofore been suffered to die away in Georgia; but should he give an affidavit, it could not 
meet the wishes nor apparent expectations of the commissioners, and that tht>y might be the means, on that accounr, 
of reviving the heretofore dormant laws of Georgia against him. In fact, his reasons appeared to be generally 
understood, before he himself had stated them; and I have no hesitation in believing that by no persons were 
they better under.stood than by the commissioners themselves; and yet they have attempted to distort the transaction 
in such a manner as to create a belief that it was the enmity of the Indian agent Lewis dreaded in giving evi­
dencP. 

Various other ciccumstances will hereafter be referred to, if necessary, to show the ~eneral course of the com­
missioners of Georgia. Finding this communication drawn to an unexpected length, I defer further expositions for 
the present. It will be observed that I have carefully abstained from particular allusions to public transaction~, 
which, it may be inferred, were alluded to in my official reports to the Government. \Vhen those reports and their 
<'vidence are before the public, it will be seen that the corruption to which I have herein alluded is, if pos~ible, 
much exceeded by that which has preceded it. • 

I trust I have said enough to convince all unprejudiced persons that, if there is a wish to attack the officers of the 
General Government with :;._1:1ccess, it must be on other grounds, and the weapons intrusted to other hands, than 
those I have noticed. Had the commissioners confined their attacks to myself, being generally unknown, thei1 
reports would, no doubt, (wherever t!tey are personally known,) have had great effect. By attacking General Gaines, 
whos'l fair fame and honorable character are mingled in the history of his country, and by attacking the reverend 
gentlemen who reside in the nation as missionaries, who are always found on the side of justice and virtue, and who 
are much better known in the southern country than themselves, they have destroyed all prospect of effecting their 
purposes. The charges and insinuation against General Gaines, (who, it is thought, will consider them unworthy 
of liis reply,) and those against the missionaries, will be known to be untrue; and, from that cause, if from no 
other, I found a strong hope that those against myself will be generally discredited. 

I cannot conclude these remarks without an acknowledgment to the commissioners of the high compliment they 
pay me, in the various insinu::itions in their reports. From those it would appear that I have circumvented, at 
every step, four men, who appear to have been bent on circumventing me in a faithful discharge of my duty. 

I conclude this reply by quoting the words of his excellency the Governor of Geargia, used in his message to 
the Legislature in November last: '' The Go1Jernmcnt of Georgia, in the employment of agents to supcrintwrl if3 
1;ari11us interests, ltas been peculiarly u11forlu11ate." 

T. P. ANDREWS. 

From the Gtor[;ia Commissione,·s to T. P. Andrews. 

Sm: FORT :MITCHELL, June 25, 182.3. 
\Ve were not a little surprised to hear from yourself this evening that you were unacquainted with the objects 

for which we were takinl5 testimony. \Ve were then of the opinion (and, upon examination, h:tve become con­
firmr~d in that opinion) that the papers which have heen ~ubmitted are sufficiently explicit. By a refereuct> to tht• 
letter of the Governor of Georgia to you, of tho 20th instant, y11u will find he says, "The commissioners authorized 
by the Legislature to take further te~timony will for that purpose proceed forthwith to the nation, and under orders 
to make all possible despatch." By a reference to the printed documents delivered to you at the agency on Flint 
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river, you will see a copy of the resolution referred to. To these we can add nothing which '-> ill convey in stronger 
terms the objects of taking the tei.timony, unless, perhaps, it may be necessary to remind you of the charges pre­
ferred by the Governor of Georgia. 

Whill:' you seem to be ignorant of the object of our appointment, we presume that does not extend to the appoint­
ment itself. To avoid, however, any possible mistake, we would beg leave to refer to the conversation which took 
place between you and Colonel Jones, at the agency, in which you inquired if any mutual arrangement had been 
made between Colonel Crowell and the commissioners; whether we would re-examine the witue~ses sworn Lefore 
the committee, to enable Colonel Crowell to cross-examine them; and whether we would assist him to compel wit­
nesses to testify who might refuse. \Ve would also remind you of the inquiry you again made this evening, whether 
we and Colonel Crowell had made any arrangement, &c. 

We regret we have been compelled to be th1:s minute, and feel more regret to remark that our object can be 
recognised when it is necessary to make inquiries for the benf;fit of Colonel Crowell, le:,t injustice may be done 
him; and when inquiries are made of you, to facilitate the business, and quiet conscientious scruples, you should 
decline to give any answer, and thereby (we hope unintentionally) throw difficulties in our way, already sull:1ciently 
obstructed. We would beg leave further to remark, that while the testimony which has been taken against Colonel 
Crowell has been made public, and he has had every opporcunity of seeing and disproving it, (if.in his power,) aml 
while our instruc1ions are positive to permit him to be present and cross-examine the witnes:,es, and complaint has 
been made by you of the appalling influ':!nce and power of the executive and legislative branches of the Government 
of Georgia, you have not thought proper to apprize either the Governor or ourselves of the testimony which " has 
been already shown you by the agent," in his own favor, or that to which you refnred to-day, which had been 
shown to you in favor of Hambly, the interpreter. As we could not doubt the ascertainment of truth to be the 
object of your mission, we could not be insensible to this difference; and we hope a second reading of the papers 
we have reference to will satisfy you fully of the objects of our appointment. 

And have the honor to be, with consideration and respect, 

Major T. P. ANDREWS, Special Agent. 

WARREN JOURDAN, 
SEABORN JONES, 
WM. H. TORRANCE, 

Commissioners. 

[NoTE.-This letter was received on the evening of the 26th of June and answered on the 27th, althongh it is 
stated by the commissioners that it remained unanswered until two o( the commissioners had gone to Alabama.] 

T. P. Ar:drews to the Georgia Commissioners. 

GENTLEMEN: PRINCETON, NEAR BROKEN ARROW, June 27, 1825. 
I have received your letter dated the 25th last evening, and was not a little surprised at the misapprehen­

sion, on your part, which appears to have rendered such a letter necessary. 
You remark that yon were s,1rprised to hear me remark on the 25th, in reply to an observation of Colonel 

Jones, that I was unacquainted with the object for which you were taking testimony. I must cleny, in the mo~t 
positive manner, having made any remark which would fairly justify such a construction. In your conversation 
with the Reverend .Mr. Compere, which took place accidentally in my presence, he remarked that he had consci­
entious scruples agianst taking an oath, " unless in cases of absolute necessity." He then added, that if I would say 
that I viewed his giving you his oath as such a case of necessity, he would give it. My reply v,,as, that it was a 
matter entirely between yourselves, which I did not wish to interfere in, and that I must decline giving an opinion as 
to the absolute necessity of an affidavit, as it was a matter I did not wish to interfere in, being incapable of form­
ing a judgment on it, as " I was unacquainted with the objects or uses to wlticl1 t!te testimony collected by yoursefi.cs 
was to be applied." You expressed some surprise at the remark, and I took occasion to add, that I did not know 
whether your testimony was to be laid before the Executive or the Legislature of Georgia, the General Govern­
ment, or its agent, or to be used before a court of justice. I did not make my being unacqnainted with those ob­
jects or uses a matter of complaint, because (as the authorities of Georgia had not thought proper to make me 
ac4'iainted with their particular intentions as to the use to be made of the testimony collected by yourselves) I did 
not consider it a matter on which I had a right to ask information. As it has now become a subject of question, 
and, in a measure, of discusi.ion, I beg leave to ask you, distinctly, to what objects or uses the testimony you collect 
will be applied: whether it is to be submitted to the agents of the General Government, or to the United States 
Government direct? or whether it is only intended to produce a conviction of gnilt in the Indian agent before the 
Legislature, the Executive, the people, or the courts of justice of Georgia? I am more particularly induced to 
ask these questions to convince you that, although I have re-examined all the letters and sonrces of information you 
refer me to, as well as your letter now before me, I am still totally unacq11ainted with the objects or uses to which 
the testimony to be collected by you is to be applied. At the same time, I disclaim all right, on my part, to re­
ceive answers, unless perfectly agreeable; and state, distinctly, that, since my interview with Colonel Jones on 
the Flint river, I could not entertain a doubt that one object of your appointment was to criminate, if possiblt:, the 
Indian agent. 

You must certainly excuse me for declining, what you appear to wish me to attempt-to " quiet the conscien­
tious scruples" of the Reverend Mr. Compere, or any other person, on any subject. I told that reverend gentleman, 
immediately on your leaving us, (as he can testify,) that I would greatly prefer his giving you an affidavit, if consistent, 
on reflection, with his religious principles; but that, in saying so, I did not wish to be considered as stating my 
belief as to its absolute necessity, not having been made acquainted with• that necessity, and having also previonsly 
informed him, as well as the other clergymen in the nation, that (respecting, as I did, their characters and their 
reli~ious scruples) I should view a conscientious statement from them, without their making oath to it, as all-suffi­
cient, so far as their testimony was to be applied to t!te objects of my mission. 

I recollect the inquiries you refer to, as made of Colonel Jones, on the flint river; and take this opportunity 
of remarking, that I have as yet receh•ed no answers to them, particularly as to the intention of the commission­
ers to summon the witnesses already examin1;d by the committee, to afford an opportunity of cross-examination. 

I do not sec the light in which the commissioners wish the first part of the third paragraph of their letter re­
ceived. If no insinuation was intended by it, it appears to me that their expressions were uncalled for and unne­
cessary; if, on the other hand, it is intended to convey an insinuation of a disposition on my part to act in an 
unfair or partial manner, I feel called on to say that such an insinuation is not warranted by my acts or intentions, 
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or by truth; and that a repetition must put a stop to all official correspondence between us, as I am determined te 
avoid all official correspondence (which I am at liberty to avoid) that is not conducted in a proper spirit of courtesy 
and justice. 

In reply to the latter part of th'e same paragraph, I would remark that I am not in official possession of the 
evidence you refer to, relating to the agent, having returned it to him for the present. I am, however, informed 
by the agent that in due time you will have an opportunity of cross-examining his witnesses, and, consequently, 
of seeing that testimony. 

The course pursued by General Gaines, in relation to the United States' interpreter, is one which is conceived 
to be entirely between himself and his Government; and as it regards the statement which I have made to him 
(in reply to his demand for it) of my present impressions in relation to the interpreter, it is between the general 
and myself and our Government. It will readily occur to you that you will receive a great amount of information 
(if you have not already) not immediately connected with the particular object of investigation, but proper to be 
sul:Jmitted to your Goverument. Whether sud1 is the fact in relation to yourselves or not, I take this occasion to 
inform you that I should be wanting in respect to the Government which I have the honor on a peculiar point to 
represent, if I should offer to others the first knowledge of a great deal of information which may incidentally come 
before me. Such is the case in reference to the United States' interpreter, who is not under trial. The President 
has so far thought proper to disregard the impressions of others, which have been laid before him, and to continue 
the'interpreter in office. The commissioners of the late treaty, notwithstanding their impressions against him, 
continued to avail themselves of his services whilst in want of an interpreter. His capacity renders his services 
necessary to facilitate business. It was only in regard to the propriety of his being employed or not as an inter­
preter on the present occasion, that I have given an opinion to the general; and I understood your body, in the 
presence of General Gaines, on Saturday evening, to approwl of his employment, with the precautions which the 
general has taken on the occasion. 

With consideration and respect, I remain, gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 
• T. P. ANDREWS, Special Agent. 

To Cols. ,v.,,,RREN JouRDAN, SEABORN JoNES, and W. H. ToRRANCE, Commissioners. 

From t!te Georgia Commissioners to Geneml Gaines. 

DEAR GENCRAL: CRA!lTREE's, July I, 1825. 
We shall attend to-day, at the hour of two o'clock, P. 1\1., to take the testimony of the Little Prince, Ho­

poithle Yoholo, Sandy Graison, John Riley, and Benjamin Hawkins, of which you will please inform Colonel 
Crowell. It is not our intention to have this examination in the square, because it will be very lengthy, and there 
will be no convenience for our clerk to take down the answers. We shall object to Colonel Hambly as an inter­
preter; we shall select Hawkins: we wish Colonel Crowell to select another. You will please invite the above 
witnesses to your quarters, where, by your permission, the examination will take place. 

Very respectfully, yours, &c. 
WARREN JOURDAN, 
W.W. WILLIAMSON, 

Commissioners. 
To Major General E. P. GAINES, Commanding, Princeton. 

T. P. Andrews, Special Agent, to the Georgia Commissioners. 

GENTLEMEN: PRINCETON, INDIAN NATION, July I, 1825. 
Your letter of this date to General Gaines has been referred to me, as well as the subject to which it relates. 

Colonel \Villiamson was present in the square yesterday, when the chiefs positively refused to have a conversation 
with you, or suffer any examinations except in public, in the open square or council, and made no objections, or 
was not understood as making any. I have therefore the honor to remind you of that determination, and to inform 
you that you shall have for your clerk all the facilities which have been enjoyed by the general and myself in our 
own written intercourse with them, which has been considerable. We will be happy to see you at the square• at 
the hour you have fixed on. Both the general and myself will take pleasure in affording you all desirable and 
possible facilities; but all questions put to the Indians must be in writing, that they may be placed on record by all 
persons present so disposed, and that they may not be subject to be misapprehended. This is a course which the 
officers of the General Government have felt themselves bound to pursue, and one which, it is thought, is due in 
fairness to the Indians. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
T. P. ANDREWS, Special Agent. 

To Cols. \VARREN JouRDAN and WM. W. WILLIAMSON, Crabtree's. 

Georgia Commissioners to T. P. Andrews, Special Agent. 

Sm: PRINCETON, INDIAN NATION, July I, 1825. 
Your communication of this morning, in reply to ours of the same date, has been received. We cannot 

see the analogy between the cases cited. .Your and the general's correspondence with the Indians, we presume, 
from your note, has been conducted in writing; you have had time and leisure in your room to make your com­
munications. The Indians, on the other hand, have had reasonable time allowed them to respond. Your objects have 
been national; ours relate to the elucidation of a few facts, and to correct erroneous opinions in relation to a few 
incidents connected with the late disturbances. We respectfully, and in great deference to the opinions of you and 
the general, ask, as a right due to Georgia, to examine a few chiefs in General Gaines's room, or in Major Rock­
well's, the counsel for Colonel Crowell. 

We ask it from the following considerations: First, that the examination and cross-examination would, in all 
probability, consume a day. Secondly, that we always intended, and have always so expressed ourselves, that it 
should be under the immediate observation and control of General Gaines and yourself, and under the observation of 
Colonel Crowell and his counsel. Under such an arrangement, we cannot withhold the expression of our opinion, that, 
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if any advantage existed, it would certainly be on the i,ide of the agent. Thirdly, it does not seem reasonable to us, 
in the compliance of an unreasonable request by the Indians, that they will hold no converse or communication 
with the Georgia commissioners, unless in the open square, that we should be subjected to all the inconveniences of 
the most inclement season, when no possible injury could re~ult to themselves or the agent in pursuing the course 
we propose. Fourthly, from the facility of communication with themselves, by signs, as well as in a language we do 
not understand, we are firmly of the opinion that no possible good could result in the examination we propose, if 
their proposition be adopted. No possible injury could result to any person from the adoption of the course we 
propose, under the restrictions and safeguards we accede to. Fifthly, if we have not been misinformed, the agent 
has had all the benefits and indulgences extended to him that we a$k for or claim. 

We would respectfully suggest to General Gaines to-recall to his recollection the distinct and positive under­
standing on this subject in his room, between the Georgia commissioners and himself. 

The interrogatories we propose exhibiting are reduced to writing, and we had no* wish to submit them in any 
other form. It belongs to you gentlemen, exclusively, to say whether the like indulgence will be afforded us. 

With high consideration and respect, yours, &c. &c. 
WARREN JOURDAN, 
WM. W. WILLIAMSON, 

Major T. P. ANDREWS. Commissioners. 

T. P. Andrews to Georgia Commissioners. 

GENTLBMEN: PRINCETON, INDIAN NATION, July l, 1825. 
Your communication, in reply to my note of this morning, was handed to me whilst General Gaines and 

myself were engaged in council with the Indians, at Broken Arrow. I immediately handed it to the general, who 
stated your request to the chiefs in council, and urged them to accede to it. 

I am requested by General Gaines to say that he h:is no objection to the chiefs meeting you at any place, but 
that the objection is made by the chiefs themselves, and that he is not disposed to insist on their doing so against 
their own determination. My objection relates solely to any questions being put to them that are not in writing, 
and, by that means, placed on record, and out of danger of being misapprehended. My objection was elicited in 
consequence of having understood from General Gaines that Colonel Jones, of your board, had refused to put them 
in writing. 

You will permit me to remark, that on the score of time neither General Gaines nor myself can but think that 
you have had at least as much, in which to make your examinations, as any other person or persons whatever. 
Indeed, from the number of your board, it is thought that you enjoy, in that respect, very great advantages. The 
only questions put to the Indians, in relation to the Indian agent, were propounded to them, and answered in the 
course of an hour or so, without leaving the council, and not as supposed in your communication. 

As it regards the exposure of the commissioners of Georgia to the inclemency of the weather, I cannot but re­
mind you that it is an exposure which the general and myself would have taken pJ<,asure to share with you, although 
we have already been exposed to that weather for some time, without intermission. 

I take this opportunity of assuring you that you have been misinformed in supposing that the agent has had the 
benefits and indulgences which you ask for. 

The general directs mp, to say that he does not consider himself as having had any understanding which militates 
in the smallest degree with his present determination of not compelling the Indians by force (if he had a force 
near him, which you know is not the case) to attend the examinations in the particular manner you request of him. 
He has not only requested, but urged them, so far as he could do so with propriety, to accede to your request; which 
they have replied to with great fixedness, as you will perceive from their reply, which he requests me to say will 
be handed to you so soon as it can be made out and copied. 

With high consideration and respect, yours, &c. &c. 
T. P. ANDREWS, Special Agent. 

To Cols. W. JouRDA."l and W.W. W1LL1AMSON, Commissioners, q-c. 

PRINCETON, Indian Nation: 

Personally appeared John Winslett before me, Thomas Triplett, acting agent for Indian affairs, who, being 
duly sworn, says: That on Saturday last, the 2d instant, at a house occupied by a negro of Chilly McIntosh, who 
had whiskey for sale, William W. Williamson, one of the commissioners from Georgia, in a conversation with this 
deponent and others, consisting of Benjamin Hawkins, Josiah Gray, (Indians, who understood English,) Lemuel B. 
Nichols, Isaac Burns, Nelson Kent, and others, among other things asserted that he had been threatened ~ince he 
had been here, but not by the red people; and after some other remarks, he observed that the President of the 
United States had acted like a damned insignificant rascal, for taking notice of reports which had the effect of 
stopping the survey. 

Sworn to before me, this 4th day of July, 1825. 

Witness: T. P. ANDREWS, Special Agent. 

JOHN WINSLETT. 

THOMAS TRIPLETT, 
Acting Agent of Indian Affairs. 

Lemuel B. Nichols, being duly sworn, says: That the above facts and conversation are, to the best of his 
recollection and belief, just and true; and such conversation did take place, as above stated. 

Sworn to before me, this 4th day of July, 1825. 

Witness: T. P. ANDREWS, Special Agent. 

LEMUEL B. NICHOLS. 

THOMAS TRIPLETT, 
A.cting Agent of Indian Affairs. 

John H. Campbell, being duly sworn, says: That he was present at the place and time. within mentioned; 
recollects to have heard a part of the conversation mentioned in said affidavit, to this import: that the President of 
the United States was an impertinent rascal; was not present all the time. This remark was made by Williamson. 

Sworn to before me, this 4th day of July, 1825. 

Witness: T. P. ANDREWS, Special Agent. 

J. H. CAMPBELL. 

THOMAS TRIPLETT, 
Acting Agent of Indian Affairs. 

• Colonel Jones stated positively to General Gaines that the commissioners would not agree to reduce them to writing, or 
suffer copies to be taken. T. P. A. 
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CORRESPONDENCE ON THE SUBJECT OF THE DIVIDING LrnE BETWEEN GEORGIA AND ALABAMA. 

The Governor of Georgia to tlte Governor of Alabama. 

Sm: EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, MILLEDGEVILLE, June ]4, 1825. 

The enclosed resolution of the late Legislature will inform you that the Executive of Georgia is charged 
with the running of the line dividing this State and Alabama. As it is more than probable that I will take 
measures to carry their wishes into eflect very soon after the United States Government shall have had an oppor­
tunity to quiet the disturbances which prevail in the Indian country, and as it is very desiral,le that the Govern­
ment of Alabama shall harmoniously co-operate with that &f Georgia in the execution of the work, I will thank you 
to inform me whether you feel yourself authorized to appoint commissioners on your part to meet the commis­
sioners of Georgia, so that the operation may be a conjoint one, and satisfactory in its results to both parties. 

His Excellency the GovERNOR OF ALABAMA, 
Very respectfully, 

G. M. TROUP. 

Governor Pickins, of Alabama, to Governoi· Troup. 

Sm: EXECUTIVE OFFICE, C,rnAWBA, Julg 3, 1825. 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 14th ultimo, and with it the resolution of 

the Legislature of the State of Georgia authorizing the immediate running and marking the divisional line between 
that State and the State of Alabama, after notice, however, to the Executive of this State, to afford an opportunity 
for co-operation in the work by appointing of commissioners on the part of Alabama. 

In my former letter you were informed that the subject had been submitted to the Legislature of this State at 
the last session, and that no measures had been adopted thereon by that body, whereby I am altogether unauthor­
ized to appoint commissioners, or otherwise to co-operate in the desired \'\'Ork. Ir is proper here to obsen·e, that 
the omission of the Legislature to act hitherto was owing to no indifference to the importance of participating in 
the operation, nor to any indisposition to co-operate liberally and harmoniously in the execution of the work, when­
ever any practical benefit to either State might be promised. Until very recently, the country on both sides of 
the proposed line was, for its whole extent, embraced within the territory allotted to the Creek and Cherokee 
Indians; is even yet, and must continue for many months to be, under the occupancy of the Indians. Up to the 
period of adjournment of the last Legislature of this State, no disposition was evinced by either of those nations, 
from which a cession of their territory was anticipated by that body, rendering a designation of the line through it 
necessary. Now that a treaty of cession has been made and ratified, you may be confidently assured that the 
Government of this State will act with promptness and cordiality, so soon as the situation of the ceded territory 
shall be such as to render it advisable. It is, however, obvious to your excellency that, to provide the necessary 
measures for a legal co-operation by this State, a convention of its Legislature will be indispensable-th,:, regular 
period for which will happen in November next. It is presumed that this will be in very convenient season to 
meet the views of the Government of Georgia, even should it be found to be expedient to commence at an earlier 
period to survey its own portion of the ceded territory; considering also the period reserved by the late treaty for 
the occupancy of the Creeks. 

This subject shall be at the earliest moment presented for the particular attention of the Legislature; and the 
object, I trust, will be seasonably accomplished with mutual satisfaction to both States, in the only admissible or 
practicable way, by mutual participation. 

I am, very respectfully, 'your obedient servant, 
His Excellency the GovERNOR OF GEORGIA. ISRAEL PICKINS. 

Governor Troup to Governor Pickins. 

Sm: EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, GA., MILLEDGEVILLE, August 10, 1825. 

I have had the honor to receive your letter in answer to mine on the subject of running the dividing line 
between this State and the State of Alabama; and, in compliance with the wishes expressed by your excellency, 
will cheerfully postpone the operations until November, confidently relying on the assurance that the Legislaturt­
of Alabama will, on its first meeting, take prompt measures to co-operate with Georgia in the execution of the 
work. 

Very respectfully, 

His Excellency IsRAEL P1cK1Ns, Governor of Alabama, Cahawba. 

19th CONGRESS.] No. 250. 

G. M. TROUP. 

INTRUSIONS ON THE CREEK L_.\NDS BY THE STATE OF GEORGIA. 

C0l\11\lUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 5, }827. 

WASHINGTON, Februarg 5, 1827. 
To the Senate and House of Representatives of tlie United States: 

I submit to the consideration of Congress a letter from the agent of the United States with the Creek In­
dians, who invoke the protection of the Government of the United States in defence of the rights and territory 
secured to that nation by the treaty concluded at Washington, and ratified on the part of the United States on tl1e 
22d of April last. 
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The complaint set forth in this letter, that surveyors from Georgia have been employed in surveying lands 
within the Indian territory, as secured by that treaty, is authenticated by information unofficially received from 
other quarters; and there is reason to believe that one or more of the surveyors have been arrested in their pro­
gress I.Jy the Indians. Their forbearance and reliance upon the good faith of the United States will, it is hoped, 
avert scenes of violence and blood, which there is otherwise too much cause to apprehend will result from these 
proceedings. 

By the fifth section of the act of Congress of the 30th of March, 1802, to regulate trade and intercourse with 
the Indian tribes, and to preserve peace on the frontiers, it is provided that, if any citizen of, or other person resi­
dent in, the United States, shall make a settlement on any lands belonging, or secured, or granted by treaty with 
the United States, to any Indian tribe, or shall survey, or attempt to survey, such lands, or designate any of the 
boundaries, by marking trees or otherwise, such offender shall forfeit a sum not exceeding one thousand dollars, and 
suffer imprisonment not exceeding twelve months. 

By the sixteenth and seventeenth sections of the same statute, two distinct processes are prescribed, by either 
or both of which the above enactment may be carried into execution. By the first, it is declared to be lawful for 
the military force of the United States to apprehend every per3on found in the Indian coumry, over and beyond 
the boundary line between the United States and the Indian tribes, in violation of any of the provisions or regulations 
of the act, and immediately to convey them, by the nearest convenient and safe route, to the civil authority of the 
United States, in some of the three next adjoining States or districts, to be proceeded against in due course of law. 
Ily the second, it is declared that, if any person charged with the violation of any of the provisions or regulations of 
the act shall be found within any of the United States, or either of their territorial districts, such offender may be 
there apprehended, and brought to trial in the same manner as if such crime or offence had been committed within 
such State or district; and that it shall be the duty of the military force of the United States, when called upon by 
the ci~·il magistrate, or any proper officer, or other person duly authorized for that purpose, and having a lawful 
warrant, to aid and assist such magistrate, officer, or other person so authorized, in arresting such offender, and 
committin~ him to safe custody, for trial, according to law. , 

The first of these proce3ses is adapted to the arrest of the trespasser upon Indian territories, on the spot, and in 
the act of committing the offence. But as it applies the action of the Government of the United States to places 
where the civil orocess of the law h,1s no ·authorized course, it is committed entirelv to the functions of the militarv 
force to arrest thi; person of the offender, and, aft€r bringing him within the reach~ of the jurisdiction of the court;, 
there to deliver him into custody for trial. The second makes the violator of the law amenable only after his 
offence has been consummated, and when he has returned within the civil jurisdiction of the Union. This process, 
in the fir~t instance, is merely of a civil character; but may, in like manner, be enforced by calling in, if necessary, 
the aid of the military force. 1 

Entertaining no d<Jubt that, in the present case, the resort to either of these modes of process, or to both, was 
within the discretion of tlie Executive authority, and penetrated with the duty of maintaining the rights of the In­
dians, as secured both by the treaty and the law, I concluded, after full deliberation, to have recourse, on this 
occasion, in the fir3t instance, only to the civil process. Instructions have accordingly been given by the Secretary 
of War to the attorney and marshal of the United States in the district of Georgia to commence prosecutions 
against the surveyors complained of as having ,·iolated the law; while orders have, at the same time, been forwarded 
to the agent of the United States at once to assure the Indians that their rights founded upon the treaty and the 
law are recognised by this Government, and will be faithfully protected, and earnestly to exhort them, by the for­
bearance of every act of hostility on their part, to preserve unimpaired that right to protection secured to them by 
the sacr<'d pledge of the good faith of this nation. Copies of these instructions and orders are herewith transmitted 
to Congress. 

In abstaining, at this stage of the proceedings, from the application of any military force, I have been governed 
by considerations which will, I trust, meet the concurrence of the Legislature. Among them, one of prominent im­
portance has been, that these surveys have been attempted, and partly effected, under color of legal authority from 
the State of Georgi:i; that the surveyors are, therefore, not to be viewed in the light of individual and solitary 
trans~ressors, but as the agents of a sovereign State, acting in obedience to authority which they believed to be 
binding npon them. Intimations had been given that, should they meet with interruption, they woulq, at all hazards, 
be sustained hy the military force of the State; in which event, if the military force of the Union should have been 
elllployed to enforce its violated law, a conflict must have ensued, which would itself have inflicted a wound upon 
the Union, and have presented the aspect of one of these confederated States at war with the rest. Anxious, above 
all, t,, avert this state of things, yet, at the same time, impressed with the deepest conviction of my own duty to take 
rare that the laws shall be executed, and the faith of the nation preserved, I have used, of the means intrusted to 
the Executive for that purpose, only those which, without resorting to military force, may vindicate the sanctity of 
the law by the ordinary agency of the judicial tribunals. 

It ought not, however, to be disguised that the act of the Legislature of Georgia, under the construction given 
to it by the Governor of that State, and the surveys made or attempted by his authority, beyond the boundary 
srcured by thP treaty of ,v ashington of April last, to the Creek Indians, are in direct violation of the supreme law of 
this hnd, set forth in a treaty which has received all the sanctions provided by the constitution, which we have been 
sworn to support and maintain. Happily distributed as the sovereign powers of the people of this Union have been 
I.Jet ween their General and State Governments, their history has already too often presented collisions between these 
divided authorities with regard to the extent cf their respective powers. No instance, however, has hitherto occurred 
in which this collision has been urged into a conflict of actual force. No other case ,is known to have happened 
in which the application of military force by the Government of the Union has been prescribed for the enforcement 
of a law, the violation of which has, within any single State, been prescribed by a legislative act of the State. In 
the present instance, it is my duty to say, that if the legislatiYe and executive authorities of the State of Georgia 
shnll 1wrsevere in acts of encroachment upon the territories secured by a solemn treaty to the Indians, and the 
l<1ws of the Union remain unaltered, a superadded obligation, even higher than that of human authority, will com­
pel the Executive of the U nitrd States to enforce the laws, and fulfil the duties of the nation by all the force com­
mi1te::I for that purpose to his charge. That the arm of military force will be resorted to only in the event of the 
failure of all other expedients provided by the Jaws, a pledge has been given by the forbearance to employ it at this 
tinw. It is submilted to the wisdom of Congress to determine whether any further act of legislation may be neces­
s,1ry or expedient to meet th(' emergency which these transactions may produce. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 

CitEEK AGENCY, January 15, 1827. 
A few days si11ce the Little Prince complained to me that the Georgia surveyors were surveying lands west 

of the line of the late trPaty; and, at his request, I wrote to them in his name, requiring them to desist from survey_ 
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ing any lands not ceded by the treaty of Washington. But the surveyors, not regarding the command as emanating 
from competent authority, persisted in their surveys to the line run by the Georgia commissioners as· the line be­
tween Georgia and Alabama. 

Yesterday a number of chiefs, with the Prince at their head, requested me to write again to the surveyors, in 
their names, requiring of them to stop surveying the lands west of the line of the treaty of ,v ashington; which I did, 
in the most friendly terms. A deputation of chiefs has accompanied the bearer of the letter, with the avowed 
intention of stopping the surveyors. 

'J'he chiefs have requested me to apprize you that the authorities of Georgia had extended their surveys west of 
the line of the treaty of Washington, thereby violating the express stipulations of that instrument, which they hold 
to be sacred; and to implore the Government to interpose its authority, to protect them in their rights nnder that 
treaty. 

If Georgia is permitted to violate that treaty with impunity, why may not Alabama? And they ask, where are 
they to look for protection but to the Government of the United States? 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 

The Hon. JAMES BARBOUR, Secretary of TVar, JlVasl1ington City. 

JOHN CROWELL, 
Agent for lndian Affairs. 

Sm: DEPARTMENT OF WAR, January 29, 1827. 
I have received your letter of the 15th instant, conveying the information that the Georgia surveyors, in 

surveying the dividing line between Georgia and Alabama, were surveying lands west of the line of the late treaty; 
and of the measures which have been taken by the Little Prince and others to prevent them; also, the message of 
the chiefs imploring the Government to interpose its authority, to protect them in their rights under the treaty 
of Washington. 

The President directs me to convey to the Little Prince, and the headmen and warriors of the Creek nation, 
his assurances that he feels the binding obligation of the treaty of Washington no less forcibly than they, and that 
it is his intention to execute faithfully every clause and condition thereof. To this assurance he directs me to add 
further, that he will take immediate steps to secure to them all the rights, as these are guarantied in said treaty. 
But the President expects it of the CreeJ-. nation that it will not frustrate his purposes by taking any steps of a ho:!'­
tile character themselves; and he enjoins it on you so to counsel them in regard to this matter, as to induce them 
to rely upon the protection of the United States, and leave the subject in controversy wholly to the Government. 
They have very properly made known their grievances, as becomes good people; and further it will be expected 
of them they will not go, but wait for such measures as the Government may desire to secure to them their rights, 
as these are guarantied in the treaty of Washington. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES BARBOUR. 

To Colonel JOHN CROWELL, Agent Joi· tlte Creek Indians. 

Sm: DEPARTMENT OF ,v AR, January 29, 1827. 
Complaints have been made to the President by the Creeks, through the United States agent, against 

the intrusions of the surveyors of Georgia on their lands, guarantied to them by the treaty concluded with them at 
Washington on the 24th January, 1826. With these complaints they have united an appeal to the President, 
calling for his interposition to protect them in their rights, by causing this treaty to be inviolably maintained. The 
pretensions under which these surveys are attempted are in direct violation of the treaty, and, if persevered in, 
must lead to a disturbance of the public tranquillity. The treaty of Washington, like all other treaties which have 
received the constitutional sanction, is among the supreme laws of the land. Charged by the constitution with the 
execution of the laws, the President will feel himself compelled to employ, if necessary, all the means under his 
control to maintain the faith of the nation, by carrying the treaty into effect. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
JAMES BARBOUR. 

His Excellency G. M. TnouP, Governor of Georgia, ll'lilledgeville. 

Sm: DEPARTMENT OF WAR, January 29, 1827. 
By directions of the President of the United States, I enclose you the copy ofa letter addressed to R. W. 

Habersham, Esq., attorney for the district of Georgia. I am instructed to charge you to lose no time, on the 
receipt of the process, which will be delivered you by the attorney, in promptly executing it, and taking the steps 
directed by law in such cases. 

Should the attorney be absent, you will yourself apply for the proper process. 
I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES BARBOUR. 
JOHN H. MoREL, Esq., Marsltal, Savannalt, Georgia. 

Sm: DEPARTMENT OF w· AR, January 30, 1827. 
Official information has been given the President that certain persons, under the pretence of surveying, have 

entered the lands of the Creek Indians, directly in violation of the late treaty concluded with them at Washington 
in January last, and directly in violation of the la1v of Congress regulating intercourse with the Indian tribes. 

The chiefs and warriors of this tribe have appealed to the President for protection, by whom I am now instructed 
to direct you, without a moment's delay, to proceed to obtain the proper process with which to arrest them; which 
process you will cause to be delivered to the marshal of the district, that they may be made amenable to law. The 
orders of the President, as well as the importance of the object, relieve me from the necessity of suggesting any 
additional motive for the prompt and energetic discharge of your duty. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
JAMES BARBOUR. 

R. \V. H . .\BERSHAM, Esq., 
District Attorney of the United States, Savannah. 
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DEPARTMENT OF \VAR, Januarg 30, 1827. 

Official information has.been communicated to the President that surveyors, acting under, it is presumed, 
the authority of the Government of Georgia, have entered the lands of the Creek Indians, directly in violation of 
an existing treaty, and, having been warned against proceeding by the agent of the United States, have, never­
theless, persevered in their unjustifiable course. Information, though unofficial, has also been received that the 
Indians have interposed and prevented them from completing their surveys. The chiefs and warriors of the Creek 
tribe have also appealed to the President to protect them in their rights. In this posture of affairs, it has been de­
termined to despatch a special agent, for the purpose of bearing despatches to the Governor of Georgia, and to the 
district attorney and marshal of the United States for that State, and also to the agent of the Creek Indians, to 
endeavor, if possible, to prevent a resort to violent meas,nes, either by the authorities of Georgia or the Indians. 

Confiding alike in yonr zeal, capacity, and discretion, I have determined to select you for this service. 
On the receipt of your instructions, you will proceed, with the least possible delay, to Milledgeville, and deliver 

the letter addressed to Governor Troup with your own hands, as also to the attorney and marshal. Should Gov­
ernor Troup give you an answer, either verbal or written, you will communicate it by mail; as also the receipt from 
the district attorney and marshal of the instructions with which you will be charged for them. Having accom­
plished this part of the duty assigned you, you will proceed to the Creek agency, and deliver the letter addressed to 
Colonel Crowell. Any information which you obtain in reference to the object of your mission you will promptly 
communicate by mail, particularly any acts of violence which may have occurred, or which may be threatened. 
Carefully abstain from any remarks which may disclose your object, and be still more careful not to indulge in any 
commentary on the affair which may subject you to personal difficulty. 

I have the honor t'o be your obedient servant, 
JAi.\IES BARBOUR. 

Lieutenant J. R. VINTON, United States Army. 

19th CONGRESS,] No. 251.. [2d SESSION. 

INTRUSIONS ON THE LANDS OF THE CREEKS, BY THE STATE OF GEORGIA. 

COlll?tlUNIC1I.TED TO THE SENATE, FEBRUARY 8, 1827, 

WASHINGTON, February 8, 1827. 
To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States: 

I communicate to Congress copies of a letter from the Governor of the State of Georgia received since my 
message of the 5th instant, and of enclosures received with it, further confirmative of the facts stated in that message. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 

Sm: EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, GEORGIA, MILLEDGEVILLE, January 27, 1827. 

As the officers of Georgia, engaged in the execution of their duties near to its western boundary, by order 
of the Legislative and Executive authorities of the State, have suffered frequent interruption from the Indians 
of the Creek nation, accompanied by indignities and insults sufficiently aggravated, and are still threatened with 
others of a more violent and outrageous character; and as there is reason to believe that your agent of Indian affairs 
is the prime mover and instigator of the same, I have deemed it proper to lay before you the enclosed papers in 
support of that belief, and to ask the favor of you to inform me if that officer is so acting by your authority, or 
with your sanction and countenance. It may be thought painful enough that the United States, whose undoubted 
right it is, shall enter into controversy with Georgia on the validity of treaties and the lawfulness of boundaries, tres­
passes committed on the one side, or rights of sovereignty violated on the other, with the remedial or redressive 
measures demanded bv either. 

It is not to be pre~umed that the President would transfer these sovereign attributes to a subaltern agent, much 
less that he would delegate them for the annoyance of the people of Georgia, for insult to their public functionaries, 
for invasion of their territorial rights, and finally for bloodshed. 

If these powers have been insolently assumed by such subaltern for such purposes, it is not for the Governor of 
Georgia to dictate to the President the measures which ought to follow, as well in vindication of the honor of the 
United States, as in reparation of the wrongs done to Georgia. The President is competent to judge them, and 
the Governor doubts not his willingness to judge them rightly. 

The PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 
With great consideration and respect, 

G. M. TROUP. 

Copy of a letter from Wiley Williams to Governor Troup. 

Sm: ELEVENTH DISTRICT, CARROLL CouNTY, January 22, 1827. 

I did flatter myself that I should have been able to complete my survey without troubling you, or being troubled 
by the Indians; but in this I have been rleceived. Eight or ten lusty fellows rode up to my camp last night, with 
a letter written by Crowell, and signed by several chiefs, and ordered me to desist from surveying the land on 
the west side of the new treaty line. Mr. Rogers, who surveys the ninth district, and who will be the bearer of 
this, was broken up by them yesterday. You will know best what measures to pursue in regard to the affair; but, 
if the survey proceeds, a protection must be afforded us, and that must be sufficient to protect the whole frontier 
line, from the intersection of the Cherokee line with the State line, to Miller's Bend. There is about one-fourth of 
my district that lies west of Bright's line, and I yesterday completed my meridian lines through it. I shall to-day com-· 
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mence my transverse lines; but, after mature reflection, I cannot feel myself safe in crossing Bright's line at pre­
sent, but shall proceed to survey that part which lies east of the line; and, when I am done, I shall make the attempt 
to survey the balance. I hope by that time, however, a sufficient protection will be.afforded. Mr. Rogers can bet­
ter inform you than I can by writing. 

Yours, respectfully, 
WILEY WILLIAMS. 

GENTLEMEN: CREEK NATION, January 21, 1827. 
w· e, the undersigned, chiefs and headmen of the Creek nation, having learned with great regret that you 

are engaged in surveying the land west of the line of the late treaty, and which was not ceded by that treaty, we 
have again to request and demand of you, in the most friendly terms, that you will desist from stretching a chain over 
any of our lands not ceded by the said treaty. \Ve flattered ourselves, and we had a right to believe, the stipula­
tions of that treaty would have been friendly observed by all parties concerned, and that our former differences with 
our neighbors the Georgians would have been finally settled, and that we would, in future, live in the strictest friend­
ship in all our intercourse. We are determined, on our part, not to do an act that can be calculated to give offence; 
but we have rights, and we hope they will be respected. 

,v e are vour friends, 
• LITTLE PRINCE, his + mark. 

OAKFUSKY YOAOLO, his + mark. 
SP ARNER TUSTNUGG BARGO, his + mark. 
EASTIGHARCO CHOPEO, his + mark. 
WICAS BORGE, his + mark. 
COCHE HODGO, his+ mark. 
CARCHUS .MlCUE, his+ mark. 

To the SurveyfJrs running the land west of the line of the late treaty. 

Copy of a letter from James A. Rogers, a District Surveyor, to Governor Troup. 

Sm: JANUARY 23, 1827. 
Enclosed you will find a copy of an instrument of writing, which was handed to me by a parcel of Indians 

on the 21st instant; and afier I read the letter, they demanded of me my compass, which I ha<l to surrender to them; 
but after a few minutes they agreed to give me back my compass, and would come with me over the new treaty 
line, wliich they <lid, and threatened me very severely if I• should be caught over Bright's line again surveying. I 
have come on to McIntosh's old place, and have stopped my hands until I hear from you. If you intend to give 
me assistance, I hope you will take the earliest measure to get it to me, as provision is scarce and my hands un­
easy to go home. As to the number of men it will t11ke to guard me, I am unable to say. My situation is this: there 
are three settlements of Indians in my district, that have in them about ten men; and in two miles on the Alabama 
side, there is a large town that I am told has from forty to fifty warriors in it, who are to be placed on the new treaty 
line as spies, and to prevent the land from being surveyed; and as for further information, I will refer you to Major 
Panamore, the bearer of this express, and who was with me when the Indians stopped me. 

Yours, &c. 
JAMES A. ROGERS, D. S. 

GcoRGE M. TROUP, Governor of Georgia. 

19th CONGRESS,] No. 252. [2d SESSION. 

S AL E OF C E RT A I N L A N D S I N N E W YORK BY T H E S E NE C A S. 

COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, FEBRUARY 26, 1827. 

To tlte Senate of the United States: WASHINGTON, February 24, 1827. 
I transmit to the Senate, for their consideration, a conveyance by treaty from the Seneca tribe of Indians 

to Robert Troup, Thomas L. Ogden, and Benjamin W. Rogers, in the presence of Oliver Forward, commissioner 
of the United States for holding said treaty, and of Nathaniel Gorham, superintendent in behalf of the State of 
Massachusetts. A letter from the grantees of this conveyance, and a report from the superintendent of Indian 
affairs to the Secretary of War, relating to this instrument, are also transmitted; and with regard to the approval or 
ratification of the treaty itself, it is submitted to the Senate for their advice and consent. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 

At a treaty held under the authority of the United States, at Buffalo creek, in the county of Erie, in the State of 
New York, between the sachems, chiefs, and warriors of the Seneca nation of Indians, on behalf of said nation; 
and Robert Troup, Thomas L. Ogden, and Benjamin W. Rogers, Esquires, of the city of New York, in t_he 
presence of Oliver Forward, Esquire, commissioner appointed by the United States for holding said treaty, 
and of Nathaniel Gorham, Esquire, superintendent in behalf of the State of Massachusetts: 
Know all men by these presents, that the said sachems, chiefs, and warriors, for and in consideration of the 

sum of forty-eight thousand two hundred and sixteen dollars: lawful money of the United States, to them in hand 
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paid by the said Robert Troup, Thomas L. Ogden, and Benjamin W. Rogers, at or immediately before the en­
sealing and delivery of these presents, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, have granted, bargained, sold, 
aliened, released, quit-claimed, and confirmed, and by these presents do grant, bargain, sell, alien, release, quit-claim, 
and confirm, unto the same Robert Troup, Thomas L. Ogden, and Benjamin W. Rogers, and their heirs and assigns, 
forever, all tliat tract of land commonly called and known by the name of the Caneadea reservation, situate, lying, 
and being in the county of Allegany, in the said State of New York, and containing sixteen square miles: 

Also, all that other tract of land commonly called and known by the name of the Canawagus reservation, situate, 
lying, and being in the county of Livingston, in the said State of New York, and containing two square miles: 

Also, all that other tract of land commonly called and known by the name of the Big Tree reservation, situate, 
lying, and being in the said county of Livingston, and containing two square miles: 

Also, all that other tract of land commonly called and known by the name of the Squawky Hill reservation, 
situate, lying, and being in the said county of Livingston, and containing two square miles: 

Also, all that other tract of land commonly called and known by the name of the Gardeau reservation, situate, 
lying, and being in the county of Genesee, in the said State of New York, and containing two square miles, and being 
that part of the original Gardeau reservation which was excepted and reserved out of the sale of a part of the same 
to John Greig and Henry B. Gibson, at a treaty held at l\loscow, in the said county of Livingston, on the third 
day of September, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three: 

Also, all that other tract of land commonly called and known by the name of the Buffalo Creek reservation, 
situate, lying, and being in the county of Erie, and containing, by estimation, eighty-three thousand five hundred 
dnd fifty-seven acres: excepting, nevertherless, and always reserving out of the said Buffalo Creek reservation, the 
following tract, piece, or parcel thereof; that is to say, seventy-eight square miles, or forty-nine thousand nine hundred 
and twenty acres, bounded as follows: Beginning on the north line of the said reservation, at a point one mile and 
a half east of the Cayuga creek; running thence south, one mile and a half; thence east, parallel with the north 
line, so far as that a line to be drawn from the termination thereof south, to a point one mile distant from the 
south linL• of the said resen'ation; and thence west, parallel with the said south line, to the west line of the reser­
vation, and thence along the west and north lines of the same to the place of beginning, will contain the said 
quantity of seventy-eight square miles, or forty-nine thousand nine hundred and twenty ar.res: . 

Also, all that other tract of land commonly called and known by the name of the l'onnewanta reservation, 
situate, lying, and being in the said counties of Genesee and Erie, and containing, by estimation, forty-six thousand 
two hundred and nine acres: excepting, nevertherless, and always reserving out of the said Tonnewanta reserva­
tion, the following tract, piece, or parcel thereof; that is to say, twelve thousand eight hundred acres, to be laid off 
in one body, in such a manner as that one-half thereof shall be on one side of the Tonnewanta creek, and the other 
half on the other side of the creek, and commencin~ at a point on the said creek one mile and a half west of 
where it crosses the line of the said reservation, and the said creek being the centre of the said twelve thousand 
eight hundred acres, 11ntil it strikes the northwest corner of the Tonnewanta reservation: 

Also, the following pieces or parcels of all that other tract of l~nd commonly called and known by the name of 
the Cattaraugus reservation, situate, lying, and being in the counties of Cha11tauque, Cattaraugus, and Erie, in the 
said State of New York; that is to say, one square mile, or six hundred and forty acres, to be laid off in a square 
form, in the southwest corner of the said reservation; six square miles, or three thousand eight hundred and forty 
acres, in the north part of the said reservation, bounded on the north and on the east by the north and east lines of 
the said reservation, on the west by a line parallel to the east line, and six miles distant therefrom, and on the 
south by a line parallel with the north line, and one mile distant therefrom; and one other square mile, or six hundred 
and forty acres, to be laid off in a square form, and bounded as follows, that is to say: on the east by the west line 
of the said reservation, on the west by a line parallel thereto, and one mile distant therefrom, on the north by the 
south line of the piece last above described, and on the south by a line parallel thereto, and one mile distant there­
from. 

And which said several trarts, pieces, or parcels of land, so excepted and reserved as aforesaid out of the said 
Buffalo Creek and Tonnewanta reservations, are folly and clearly understood to remain the property of the said parties 
of the first part, and their nation, in as foll and ample a manner as if these presents had uot been executed; 
together with all and singular the rights, privileges, and appurtenances to the said hereby granted premises belong­
ing, or in anywise appertaining, and all the estate, right, title, interest, claim, and demand whatsoever, of them, 
the said parties of the first part, and of their nation, of, in, and to the said several tracts, pieces, and parcels of 
land above described, except as is above excepted: to have and to hold all and singular the said granted premises, 
with the appurtenances, unto tbe said Robert Troup, Thomas L. Ogden, and Benjamin \V. Rogers, their heirs and 
assigns, in trust, for the use, benefit, and behoof of themselves, and of such other person or persons as are respect­
ively entitled to the right of pre-emption of the said several tracts, pieces, or parcels of land, or any part or 
portion thereof. 

In testimony whereof, the parties to these presents have hereunto, and to three other instruments of the 
same tenor and date, (one to remain with the United States, one to remain with the State of Massachu­
setts, one to remain with the Seneca nation of Indians, and one to remain with the said Robert Troup, 
Thomas L. Ogden, and Benjamin W. Rogers,) interchangeably set their hands and seals, at the council­
house at Buffalo creek, the thirty-first day of August, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-six. 

ROBERT TROUP, 
THOMAS L. OGDEN, 
BENJAMIN W. ROGERS, 

By their Attorney JoHN GnAY. 

[Signed, also, by the sachems, chiefs, and warriors of the Seneca nation of Indians.] 

Done at a treaty held with the sachems, chiefs, and warriors of the Seneca nation of Indians, at Buffalo 
creek, in the county of Erie, and State of New York, on the thirty-first day of August, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-six, under the authority of the United States. In 
testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal, the day and year aforesaid, by virtue of a 
commission issued under the seal of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, bearing date the thirty-first 
day of August, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, pursuant to a resolu­
tion of the Legislature of the said Commonwealth, passed the eleventh day of March, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one. 

N. GORHAM, Szpcrintendcnt. 

I have attended a treaty of the Seneca nation of Indians, held at Buffalo creek, in the county of Erie, and 
State of New York, on the thirty-first day of August, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-six, when the fore-
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going instrument was duly executed in my presence by the sachems, chiefs, and warriors of the said nation, being 
fairly and properly understood and transacted by all the parties of Indians concerned, and declared to be done to 
their universal satisfaction. I do, therefore, certify and approve of the same. 

OLIVER FORWARD, Commissioner. 

Srn: NEw YoRK, January 26, 1827. 

In the month of September last, we purchased from the S!'neca tribe of Indians their possessory right to 
part of the lands which they still occupy within this State. This purchase was effected by us as owners of the 
pre-emptive title under the State of Massachusetts, in the presence of Nathaniel Gorham, Esq., superintendent on 
behalf of that State, pursuant to the provisions of the deed of cession from New York to Massachusetts, made in 
the year 1786; and, also, in the presence of Oliver Forward, Esq., a commissioner on the part of the United 
States, with whom the conveyance, executed in quadruplicate, was deposited by common consent, to be delivered 
and to take effect when the grantees shall have secured in the public stocks an annuity or annual income to the 
amount of $2,583, for the use and benefit of the Seneca nation of Indians. 

,v e understood it to be the wish and expectation of the Indians, at the time of the treaty, that the stock to se­
cure this annuity should be placed in the name of the President, as was done under the treaty of 1797. 

\Ve have now the honor to inform you that stock in the public debt of the United States, bearing an inter­
est of six per cent., has been purchased by us to an amount sufficient to produce the stipulated annuity; and that we 
hold ourseh-es ready to transfer it to the President, or otherwise, as he may direct. You will be pleased to com­
municate to us his pleasure on the subject. 

It appears by Judge Forward's certificate, endorsed on a copy of the Indian release, that one part of that in­
strument is to be delivered to the grantees, one to the Indians, one to the Government of the United States, and 
the other to that of Massachusetts, when the payment of the annuity shall have been duly secured. Although, by 
the terms of the convention between Massachusetts and New York, the grantees of the former State have a right to 
treat with the Indians for the extioguishment of the native claim, under the superintendence of an agent to be ap­
pointed by her, still it appears to have been the practice of other proprietors of the pre-emptive title to negotiate 
their purchases in the presimce of a commissioner on the part of the General Government; and, as far as we are 
informed, it has been the practice of the Government to ratify or sanction such negotiations. In conformity with 
such practice, we respectfully request that the proper sanction may be given to the instrument conrluded between 
us and the Seneca Indians, which will, no doubt, be forwarded to you by the commissioner, when the necessary 
evidence shall have been furnished to him that the conditions on which it was to be delivered have been duly com-
plied with on our part. • 

,v e have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servants, 

To the Hon. JAMES BARBOUR, Secretar.11 of War. 

ROBERT TROUP, 
T. L. OGDEN, 
B. W. ROGERS. 

Srn: DEPARTMENT OF WAR, OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, February 16, 1827. 
In regard to the treaty recently concluded between the Seneca tribe of Indians and the proprietors of thP 

pre-emption right in the State of New York, I have the honor to state, that, in pursuance of law and usage, an 
agent, in the person of Oliver Forward, was appointed to represent the United States, under instructions from the 
Department of \Var; and to sanction, in behalf of the United States, the proceedings under said treaty. This trust 
has been executed. 

The intercourse law of 1802, which is a continuation of the act of 1790, with but slight variations, (and none in 
regard to this subjert,) provides that no purchase, grant, lease, or other conveyance of lands, or of any title or 
claim thereto, from any Indian, or nation or tribe of Indians, within the bounds of the United States, shall be of any 
validity, unless the same be made by treaty or convention, entered into pursuant to the constitution. 

There follows a proviso, which, it is presumed, is that under which the practice has been adopted, of authorizing 
an agent to represent the United States at such treaties as the one recently made with the Senecas. It is in these 
words: Section 12. "Provided, nevertheless, That it shall be lawful for the agent or agents of any State who 
may be present at any treaty held with the Indians, under the authority of the United States, in presence and 
with the approbation of the commissioner or commissioners of the United States appointed to hold the same, to 
propose to and adjust with the Indians the compensation to be made for their claims to lands within such State 
which shall be extinguished by the treaty." 

Under this provision, it is presumed a contract was made, in 1797, between Robert Morris and the Seneca In­
dians, under the authority or sanction of the United States-Jeremiah ,vadsworth being the commissioner. In this 
contract, it is stipulated that $100,000 shall be vested in the stock of the Bank of the United States, by Rohen 
Morris, and held in the name of the President of the United States, for the use and be hoof of said Indians. This 
provision was accordingly executed. 

A similar provision was made io the treaty with the Wyandots and others, on the 4th of July, 1805, in which 
a similar investment, in as much stock as should produce an annuity of $175, was made. 

It is true those treaties provide the mode of investment, and refer the guardianship of the fund to the President; 
and, also, that there is no such provision in the late treaty-indeed, no provision which connects the President with 
the stipulation provided to be paid to the Indians. It appears, however, to be their wish that a similar disposition 
be made of the purchase money, by investing it in stock; and that, as in the treaties of 1797 and 1805, so in this of 
1826, the President be the guardian of their interests. 

I do not see that it is binding on the President, except from the relation which he holds to the Indians and the 
constitution, as the guardian of the rights of the Indians, to be their representative in such a case: I mean where 
the treaty does not expressly provide for it. The stock could be entered in the name of the Secretary of War, 
or any other functionary of the Government whose office is perpetual. But there is no doubt, as the stork in for­
mer instances stands in the name of the President, II would be more agreeable that this should also. 

In conclusion, those treaties hitherto made under such circumstances were submitted to the Senate, except the 
treaty with the Sem•cas of the 3d of September, 1823, execmed in presence of Charles Carroll, commissioner on 
the part of the United States. It was esteemed to be a useless ceremony; the President approving it only. 

Respectfully submitted. 
THOS. L. McKENNEY. 

To the Hon. SECUETAHY OF w· AR. 

• 
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RELINQUISHMENT OF THE CLAIMS OF THE CREEKS TO LAJ',DS IN GEORGIA. 

COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, MARCH 1, 1827. 

Mr. BENTON made the following report: 

The select comrnittee, to whom were referred the several messages of the President of the United States of the 5th 
and 8th of February, and a revort and certain resolutions of the Legislature of Georgia, ask leave to make 
the following report: 

The committee have entered on the examination of the subje~t referred to them with a deep sense of the mag­
nitude of the questions which it involves, with a strong desire to preserve the respective rights of the United States 
and of Georgia, so far as these may be affected by the action of the Legislative Department, and with a still more 
anxious solicitude to arrive, if practicable, at a result which, without violating the obligations, or committing the 
rights of the confederacy, or those of one of its members, might preserve undisturbed the peace and harmony of 
the Union. 

They have believed that a view of this subject, so far as it is necessary to the purposes of this inquiry, may be 
presented to the Senate by a brief statement of facts; with reference-

First. To the grounds on which the Executive Government of the United States has interfered, and proposes 
further to interfere, with the proceedings of Georgia; and, 

Secondly. To the claims of that State, and the principles on which she relies to support them. 
1. Under an act of the Legislature of Georgia, passed in June, 1825, and the supplementary and amendatory 

acts of the same Legislature of December, 1825 and 1826, surveys were directed of that portion of the territory 
of Georgia, the Indian title to which had been extinguished by the treaty of the Indian Springs, of February, 1825. 
By the terms of that compact, these lands were not to be surrendered by the Indians until September, 1826; but 
the Government of Georgia was desirous of effecting its surveys before the arrival of the period of surrender, 
under such arrangements with the Indians themselves as would render the act acceptable to them. The measures 
which were adopted to effect this arrangement, the fact that one of the chiefs who had assented to it was put to death, 
and the subsequent division of the tribe into hostile parties, both of whom sought the protection of the United 
States, are within \he recollection of the Senate. At this period, the Executive Government of the Union inter­
posed, and, having made such inquiry as it deemed proper, forbade the further prosecution of the surveys by Georgia. 
The Executive of that State, protesting against the measure, nevertheless submitted to the inhibition; and this state of 
thingl.fOntinued until the last session of Congress, when a new treaty was negotiated at this place with certain 
chiefl'and warriors, acting under the authority of a council of the tribe. This compact stipulated the surrender of 
certain lands within limits which it defined, and the abrogation of the treaty of the Indian Springs. It was resisted 
by Georgia as a violation of her rights, and her representatives in Congress recorded their protest against the 
measure. It nevertheless received the constitutional sanctions, and, so far as depended on the United States, has 
been carried into effect by the payment of the stipulated price. In the result, it was found not to include all the 
lands occupied by the Creeks within the limits of Georgia; and the attempt to survey those which were excluded was 
resisted, and the surveyors of the State of Georgia have been stopped by an order of certain chiefs of the tribe, who 
have appealed to this Government for protection. 

The President of the United States, conceiving the survey by Georgia to be in violation of the laws of the 
Union, and applauding the forbearance of the Indians, as calculated to avert scenes of violence and blood, which 
lie apprehends would othNwise result from these proceedings, has assured them of his protection, and has directed 
the arrest and prosecution of the officers of Georgia engaged in the survey. These prosecutions, and the measures 
which may be adopted to carry them into effect, are stated to be founded on the 5th, 16th, and 17th sections of an 
act of Congress passed on the 30th of March, 1802, to regulate trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes, and 
to preserve peace on the frontiers. Expressing his conviction that it was within the competency of the Executive 
to have resorted at once to military force, or to civil process, for the arrest of the officers of Georgia, the President 
proceP.ds to state the reasons which have influenced him to have recourse, in the first instance, only to the latter; 
hut he adds the declaration, that the act of the Legislature of Georgia, under the construction given to it by the 
Governor of that State, and the surveys made or attempted to be made under it, beyond the boundary line secured 
by the treaty of Washington, are in direct violation of the supreme law of this land; and, if persevered in, and the 
laws of the Union remain unaltered, it is declared that "a superadded obligation, even higher than that of human 
authority, will compel the Executive of the United StatPs to enforce the laws, and fulfil the duties of the nation 
by all the force for that purpose committed to his charge." It is added, that "the arm of military force will be 
resorted to only in the event of the failure of all other expedients provided by the laws," of which, it is said, " a pledge 
has been given by the forbearance to employ it at this time." Finally, the President submits it "to the wisdom 
of Congress to determine whether any further acts of legislation may be necessary or expedient to meet the emer­
gency which these transactions may produce." 

Such are the circumstances under which this subject is presented by the President to the consideration of the 
Senate. 

2. On the other hand, Georgia claims the right to exercise jurisdiction within the whole extent of her chartered 
limits, except only over that part of her original territory which, by the compact of 1802, she ceded to the United 
States. 

She claims the right to survey such lands within her limits as may be within the temporary occupancy of an 
Indian tribe, or to inhibit their survey; and the right, also, to extinguish the Indian title at her own cost, if she 
shall think fit to do so. She questions the constitutional validity of the act of 1802, if construed to extend to the 
exercise of this power by a State in relation to those lands of which she has the ultimate fee; but, if its validity be 
established, her rights, even under the provisions of that act, she affirms will still remain. 

Such are the claims which she urges, independently of treaty stipulations between the United States and the 
Creek Indians. 

Under the treaty of the Indian Springs, and by virtue of the compact of 1802, sbe contends that she has acquired 
an absolute relinquishment of the Creek title of occupancy to all the lands within her limits; that she has vested 
rights under that treaty of which she cannot be divested by any act of the Government of the United State~, or of 
any part or the whole of the Creek tribe. 
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She founds her claim to exercise jurisdiction within the whole of her chartered limits on the declaration of in­
dependence, the parties to which became, ipso facto, severally, sovereign an<l independent States, owing no alle­
giance to each other, nor to any common head; on the result of the struggle which that declaration produced, and 
which eventuated in the recognition of the States as severally sovereign and independent; and on the fact that this 
right, inseparably incident to sovereignty, has never been yidded to the United States. 

The ~xceptions to the principle that her jurisdiction is co-extensive with her limits, she contends, exist only 
in those cases where, in conformity to the constitution, the United States have, by her consent, acquired exclusive 
jurisdiction over particular places; that, in other cases provided for by the constitution, the jurisdiction of the United 
States, within tha limits of a particular State, is concurrent with, but not exclusive ol~ the jurisdiction of the par­
ticular State, unless the constitution, in terms, or from the necessity of the thing, inhibits the action of the State 
over the subject. • 

As an evidence of her right thus to exercise a jurisdiction co-extensive with her limits, she appeals to the whole 
history of her legislation in proof of its continued, uninterrupted, and hitherto unquestioned exercise; to her laws 
and resolutions of 1783, 1785, 1787, 1814, 1818, and 1819, on the subject of surveys of land in the occupancy of 
Indian tribes, and to other acts, of 1785 and 1788, relatively to the county of Bourbon, established by her authority 
on the banks of the .l\lississippi; and to the subsequent recognition by the United States, in the compact of 1802, 
of the rights acquired under the former_act. 

She appeals to the history of the legislation of her sister States having Indians n~siding within their limits on 
lands the ultimate fee of which is in the particular State; all of whom, she alleges, have exercised the same juris­
diction which is now claimed, and has always been exercised, by Georgia; and to the principle of the decisions of 
the Supreme Court, especially in reference to the grants of North Carolina; and she n,fers particularly to the legis­
lation of that State, of South Carolina, of Virginia, and New York. 

In further proof of her right to survey lands in the occupancy of an Indian tribe, but within her chartered limits, 
she appeals to the decision of the same court in the case of Fletclier and Peck, in which it was decided that the 
Indian title to lands within the limits of Georgia was not inconsistent with the title in fee of the State to the lands 
so occupied by the Indians; that the State of Georgia had power to grant those lands during such occupancy; and 
that her grantee might maintain an ejectment for them, notwithstanding that title; and she inquires if the right of 
survey be not inseparably incident to the exercise of those rights, the existence of which is thus determined by the 
Supreme Court. 

The claim of Georgia, under the traaty of the Indian Springs, may be briefly stated thus: 
The compact of 1802, she contends, bound the United States, in consideration of the cession made by Georgia, 

to extinguish the Indian title to the remaining lands within her limits, and in their occupancy. It created an obli­
gation, but did not confor a right, on the United States: it was simply, she urges, a stipulation that the expense of 
the extinguishment should be paid by the United States, and left them, consequently, to settle rhe amount. When, 
through their agents, the contract of the Indian Springs was negotiated, and the Government had ratified the bar­
gain, the right of Georgia became, as she contends, irrevocably vested; the authority of the United States was then 
at an end. This Government was functus officio as to the subject; the power was executed. If the agents'f this 
Government had committed a fraud, the United States were bound to indemnify those whom they ~ad injured. If 
the Indians were dissatisfied, it was the duty of this Government to appease them by the use of its own me.ans; it 
could not interfere with the rights of Georgia. The United States, it is said, had conferred no right on Georgia;. they 
had merely removed an encumbrance from a pre-existing right; as, by the compact of 1802, they were bound to 
do. They could not replace that encumbrance by a new compact with the Indians. The Government of the United 
States, it is asserted, did not pretend to do so; on the contrary, those who maintained the validity of the treaty at 
,vashington professed to believe the opinion was distinctly avowed on the floor of the Senate, that, so far as Geor­
gia was concerned, that treaty was co-extensive with the one negotiated at the Indian Springs; that if, on this 
expectation, the United States were deceived, they must look to the Indians for the correction of the error; that they 
have, in this event, paid money for a consideration which they have not received; but that the rights of Georgia 
remain untouched. Once vested, (and no one, she affirms, will deny that they were so, while the treaty of the 
Indian Springs was in force,) they cannot be divested without her consent. 

She denies the application of the Indian intercourse act to the subject, affirming that it is directed against the 
unauthorized intrusion of private individuals, and not to acts done under the authority of a State. She asserts that 
this is obvious, from its terms, and from the fact that the passport of the Governor of a State, equally with that of 
the President, dispenses with some of its penalties; that it is directed against intrusive settlements, or acts done 
with a view to settlement, not to surveys made under the authority of law. Against such surveys and settlements 
she affirms that the Indians are protected by the constitution and laws of Georgia. 

Such, the committee are induced to believe, is the claim which Georgia will present to the proper tribunal. 
The committee having considered it their duty to apply, through their chairman, to the proper Department of 

the Government to ascertain whether any particular act of legislation was contemplated or desired by the Execu­
tive Government, have been referred, generally, to the message of the President; and, in answer to a specific in­
quiry whether any appropriation of money by Congress was necessary to obtain the relinquishment by the Indi­
ans of any claim to the lands in controversy, have been informed that the expense of treating for that object might 
be defrayed out of the contingent fund, and the purchase money, if a treaty should be made, provided for by an ap­
propriation at the next session of Congress; and they have been furnished by the head of that Department with a 
copy of his instructions to the agent of the United States residing in the Creek nation, directing him to use his ex­
ertions to obtain such relinquishment; which is herewith submitted. 

The committee are in possession of no evidence to show that the State of Georgia has at any time manifested 
a determination to resist the civil authority of the United States. On the contrary, it appears that she hiis hereto­
fore submitted to the order of the President to desist from the survey; and the resolutions of her Legislature, at its 
recent session, also referred to this committee, contain a direct and earnest appeal to Congress to settle this unhappy 
-controversy. 

On the various and important questions which that controversy presents, the committee have not deemed it ne­
cessary or proper to express an opinion. The President has referred them to the decision of the Judicial Depart­
ment, and there is nothing before the committee to authorize the belief that Georgia will not peaceably acquiesce 
in that reference. They do not, therefore, think it necessary to recommend any act of legislation by Congress, 
in anticipation of a conflict between the authorities of the Union and of Georgia; and, unless as an act of indispen­
sable and melancholy necessity, they would deem such legislation improper. 

The belief that we have arrivecf at a crisis when one of the members of this confederacy, placing herself in an 
attitude of hostility to the residue, has rendered it necessary to resort to the military power of the General Govern­
ment, to coerce her to submission, would be appalling to every friend to the union and happiness of these States; 
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and though infinitely less in degree, it would be matter of unaffocted regret to have forced upon us the conviction 
that an unwarranted anticipation of such a crisis had led to the unnecessary suggestion of even a conditional dl'ter­
mination to have rilcourse to so afllictive a measure. 

It is believed to be among those axioms which, in a Government like ours, no man may be permitted to dispute, 
that the only security for the permanent union of these States is to be found in the principle of common affection, 
resting on the basis of common interest. The sanctions of the constitution would be impotl:'nt to retain in con­
certed and harmonious action twenty-four sovereignties, hostile in their feelings towards each other, and acting un­
der the impulse of a real or imagined diversity of interest. The resort to force would be alike vain and nugatory. 
Its frequent use would subject it, with demonstrative certainty, to ultimate failure; while its temporary success would 
be valueless for all the purposes of social happiness. In such contests, however unequal, and however transient, 
the seeds of disunion would be thickly sown; and those who may be destined to ,vitness them will speedily thereaf­
ter be called to lament the destruction of the fairest prospect of civil liberty which Heaven, in its mercy, has vouch­
safed to man. 

The committee have before said that they see no reason to fear that Georgia will not acquiesce in the decision of 
this question by the Judicial Department. It has been seen that she has heretofore yielded to the mere order of the 
President, and the resolutions referred to the committee evince that she still looks with unabated confidence to the 
Congress of the United States. They can, therefore, discover no ground for the assumption that she meditates re­
sistance to the civil authority of the Union. The indications which have been given of an intention to employ a 
portion of her militia, if necessary, for the protection of her surveyors against Indian violence, were limited to that 
object. That they were int1>nded to oppose the constitutional authority of the Government, is unsupported by any 
facts which have been disclosed to the committee, and appears to. thfm unworthy of belief. Their confidence in this 
conviction has been to them a source of unmingled satisfaction; for, although they would readily apply, if neces­
sary, the whole energies of the Government to the support of its legitimate authority, they would, at the same time, 
regard the most remote preparation for a resort to military force, for the purpose of compelling a sister State to 
submission, a3 among the greatest of public calamities. ' 

The committee will not enlarge upon the frightful consequences of civil wars. They are known to be calami­
tous to single Governments, and fatal to confederacies. Reason tells us this, and History, with her warning voice, 
confirms it. A contagious fury rages in such contests. No matter how small the beginning, or how insignificant the 
cause, the dissension spreads, until the whole confederacy is involved. The "t!tird sacred war," which ended in 
the ruin of all Greece, began in a trifle-in the attempt of the Amphyctions to punish the smallest member of the 
confederacy for violating some ground which had been consecrated to the god Apollo. The commi1tee will not 
multiply examples of the same fatal character, of which history is full. They will say that the" ultima ratio regum," 
which cannot be resorted to between two foreign Powers until all the arguments of reason have been tried and ex­
hausted, ought not to be hastily used in a community of States bound together by a confederated government. The 
last argument of kings should not be the first among associated republics. The tribunal of public opinion should 
be resorted to. In a free Government, it is almost as omnipotent over communities as over individuals. None can 
despise it. Coupled with a judicial decision, the empire of public opinion will be as binding as the decision of arms. 
In this case, the laws have been already appealed to, and the committee most earnestly recommend a reliance upon 
their efficacy, and upon that instinctive sagacity of public opinion which rarely fails to discover and to sustain the 
just side of every great question. 

It has hitherto been the happiness and boast of the American people, that, since the adoption of the present 
constitution, their annals exhibit but a single instance in which, to maintain the authority of their Government, the 
blood of the citizen has been shed by the arms of the soldiery. It should be the prayer of every American that 
this may be the last. The apprehensions then felt for the continuance of our confederacy are fresh in the recol­
lection of the committee. Nor can they forget the exultation which was manifested by the enemies of republican 
Governments, and their confident predictions of the speedy downfall of ours. The virtue and intelligence of the 
people, co-operating with the inherent excellence of our political institutions, averted the danger and preserved the 
Union. Three entire administrations have since intervened, without resorting either to the actual or threatened 
exercise of force to sustain the authority of law. During a portion of this period, our country was involved in a 
sanguinary war with one of the most powerful nations of Europe. In its progress, when unlooked-for calamity 
filled the timorous with apprehension, and roused the patriot to redoubled exertion, a spirit of insubordination was 
manifested in an important portion of the Union. A crisis occurred more interesting than any other in the history 
of our confederacy, and there appeared reason to apprehend that the horrors of a civil might be superadded to the 
calamities of a foreign war. If evidence were wanting to show the profound and intimate knowledge of the na­
ture and tendency of our political system possessed by the statesman who then presided over the republic, it was at 
that time strikingly exhibited; and if any thing could add to the debt of gratitude which the country owes to this 
illustrious patriot, it is his conduct on that occasion. Had threats of military coercion been used, the probability 
of its application would have been increased, and, under the excitement which prevailed, the commencement of 
hostilities between the Federal an<l State authorities might have terminated our existence as a free and united peo­
ple. No menace was employed; no threat of military coercion fulminated. The movements of those to whom 
disaffection was attributed were observed with care, and silent preparations were made to enable the Government 
to act with effect, should the application of force become unavoidable. The threatened collision between the Fede­
ral and State authorities was fortunately avoided. 'l'he conduct of the parties was submitted to the judgment of 
the American people. The sentence which they pronounced was just, and it will remain irrevocable. Public 
opinion performed its office, and our republican institutions arose from the shock with renewed lustre and increased 
stability. The honest apprehensions of those who had before doubted their capacity to sustain the pressure of 
danger and the conflict of war were dispelled, and all the hopes which were founded on the anticipated dis~olution 
of our confederacy were destroyed. 

Such were the legitimate fruits of the wisdom, moderation, and firmness which were then displayed; and, 
while they retrace the history of that period, the committee are encouraged to hope that similar wisdom and mod­
eration will lead to similar results. They wonld be unwilling to give their sanction to different measures, on any 
occasion of apprehended collision between the Federal Government and one of its members, but more especially 
in a case so essentially different in principle and character from that with which it has been compared, as the present 
is admitted to be. It is far from their desire to interfere with those duties which have been confided to the Execu­
tive, and which they doubt not will be discharged with ability and zeal; but it becomes their duty to express the 
opinion that there appears to be no ground to apprehend the necessity of appealing to military force for the purpose 
of enforcing the laws within the State of Georgia, and that they cannot concur in the propriety of menacing its 
application, or of adopting any measure in anticipation of an issue which they do not apprehend, and which every 
good citizen should endeavor to avert. 
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The committee have not deemed it necessary to advert to various other subjects embraced in the report and 
resolutions referred to them. Some of them involve questions which cannot properly originate in this branch of 
the National Legislature; and they do not perceive the necessity or propriety of entering into an examination of the 
remainder while the principal question which belongs to this controversy is in a course of judicial inquiry. 

The committee rely with confidence on the justice and the patriotism of the authorities of the United States 
and of Georgia in expressing their convictions that no such unhappy consequences as are apprehended can result 
from the present controversy. They rely on the instructions and efforts of the War Department, and on the de­
clarations made to the Senate, during the discussion of the treaty at Washington, by one of its members, who had 
been actively engaged in negotiating that treaty, of the ri>peatedly expressed willingness of the Creek chiefs to 
relinquish any little remnant of land within the limits of Georgia, which, on running the lines of that treaty, might 
be found to be excluded, for the assurance that this whole controversy may be speedily adjusted by obtaining the 
desired relinquishment. 

They therefore recommend the adoption of the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the President of the United States be respectfully requested to continue his exertions to 

obtain from the Creek Indians a relinquishment of any claim to lands within the limits of Georgia . 

., 




