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republic was at war, and at which place the Government would have a vessel provided for him to proceed to Algiers.
In lurtherance of the object, I was furniched by the commissary with a list of such presents as would be suitable for
Algiers, &c. 2 literal copy of what they had last presented themselves, with a specification of what suited the Dey
aud his ministers in particular, and which presents, as introductory, he advised us to commit to the agent, to be
presented in the commencement, according te the usage of the place, and as their consul should advise, ~

But Colonel Humphreys observed to me, that he had left My. Donaldson at Alicant, with power to correspond
with the French consul at Algiers, and act in harmony with him; being further authorized, in case he was invited
over by the consul, to proceed to Algiers and conclude a treaty with that Power, Here, then, an embarrassment oc-
curred: for it was to be feared, and for the reasonsabove stated, that a mission from that quarter, under the circum-
stances attending it, would be less likely to succeed than if it proceeded directly hence; and, on the other hand, it
was likewise to be feared that, if we adopted the latter plan, and despatched a person hence, the two agents might in-
terfere with, and embarrass, each other. Upon mature reflection, therefore, and especially as Colonel Humphreys
had instructed Mr. Donaldson not to act otherwise than in strict barmony with the French consul; nor then, without
an assurance of success, since he, Colonel Humphreys, was coming to Paris to secure the aid of this Government,
it seemed as if the two modes might be incorporated into one; _or, rather, as if we might proceed with the business
here, counting upon no interference from Mr. Donaldson; providing, however, in the arrangements, in case he acted
betore Colonel Humphreys returned, and which he concluded he would not do ju such manner as to admit his fali-
ing in, incidentally, and harmonizing with the other agent; and to admit, likewise, let him act as he would, provid-
ef he harmonized with the French consul, such an explanation as would be satisfactory to this Government. Upon
this principle, therefore, and with the approbation and concurrence of ‘Colonel Humphreys, I notified the commis- -
sary of foreign relations that we had committed the trust to Joel Barlow, who was a citizen of both republics, and
requested the passport of the Government in his behalf, and also in behalf of Mr. Donaldson, who was eventually to
to be consul at Tunis and Tripoli, and whom we should associate with Mr. Barlow, to guard against accidents in
the negotiation with Algiers; requesting likewise, that the committee would, in the most suitable manner, yield all
the support in its power in favor of this negotiation. I stated also, that Mr, Barlow was here, and would proceed, by
the muost direct route, in the discharge of his trust, with the presents we had bought, and were buying, according to
the list furnished me, for the said treaty; and was promised that-what Ihad asked should be strictly complied with:
and thus stood the business when the accounts above referred to were received, and which I thought it my duty to
communicate, that you may be accurately informed of what was done here in relation thereto. ferhaps you will
ask, why Mr. Barlow, or some other agent, did not depart hence sooner, after the plan of sending one was agreed
on? The fact is, it was impossible: for, owing to the state of things here, at the time, about three or four weeks
elapsed, after I applied to the Government for the aid, before I obtained an answer; and, after which, when it ap-
peared expedient to purchase introductory presents, and for which purpose money was necessary, a doubt arose, and
tor reasons heretofore explained, whether Colonel Humphreys® draft from France would be answered, and which it
was thought advisable to remove in thé first instance. ‘This consumed about three weeks more, and since which,
e(\Iery p(tgsslble attention has been made to provide the presents, and forward the business, that circumstances would
admit of. .

When the news above noticed arrived, Colonel Humphreys was at Havre, on his return to Lisbon; and the first
point to be decided on was, whether Mr. Barlow’s offices should cease: and secondly, what should be done in that
case, with the presents already purchased. "We were both of opinion, and for many reasons, that it was advisable
he should, notwithstanding, proceed, and take the presents with him. If any errors had been committed at Algiers,
and which it is possible to rectify, we_knew he would be able to do it; and we were also persuaded that, in other
respects, a trip to that coast, whereby he would be enabled to gain an insight into the policy of those Powers, could
not otherwise than be of great advantage to the United States.  Upon this principle I have asked his permission to
intimate to you his willingness to accept the office of consul for Algiers, to which he has consented; and which T
now do in a confidence that no person can_be found willing to accept that trust, in whom it can be so _happily vest-
ed: and in which opinion, I doubt not, Colonel Humphreys will readily unite. ~-Mr. Barlow leaves this place, upon
the plan above stated, in the course of a few days, and with the presents in question; and for further particulars,
respecting this interesting concern, I beg to refer you to Colonel Humphreys, who Wifl, doubtless, be more particu-
lar in his details. . .

Since my last, Pichegru has also crossed the Rhine, and taken'Manheim, and, in consequence whereof, the siege
is more closely pressed on Mayence. Since my last, too, the Belgic is united, by a decree, to this republic; in ad-
dition to which the mission of Mr. Monneron to Engjand, ostensibly for an exchange of prisoners, but, perhaps, for
other objrcts, is the only circumstance which merits attention.

Mr. Monroe tor the Secretary of State.

S } Parts, October 20, 1795,
Sin:
‘The breach which I lately intimated to you had taken place between several of the sections of this city and
the Convention, respecting two decrees of the 5th and 13th Fructidor, and whose object was to transfer from the
Convention so many of its members as would constitute two-thirds of the legislature of the new government, con-
tinued daily to widen, afterwards, till at length all ‘hope of amicable compromise was gone. A final appeal, there-
fore, was made to arms, and which took place on the 5th instant (13th Vendemiaire) and in which the Convention
prevalled. The details of this contest, though very interesting, are not lengthy. ~In the morning of the 5th, a
force was marshalled out by the revolting sections upon thei respective parades, in concert, and under officers
already engaged, and who led it on by different avenues towards the national palace, so that by four in the evening
the Convention was nearly invested on every side. Within the garden of the Thuilleries, and around the national
palace, were collected the troops destined for the defence of the Convention, and which were advantageously posted
with cannon to guard the several avenues by which approaches might be made, The members remained within the
hall, prepared to await the issue of the day. The disposition, therefore, was that of besiegers against besieged, and
which grew out of the disparity of numbers on each side: for, on that of the Convention, taking the whole together,
there were not more than six thousand; whilst on the side of the sections, there were in activity at least ten thou-
sand, and a still greater body in arms, which was supposed to be on the same side, or at least neutral. The coun-
tenance, too, of the parties, bespoke a strong sympathy with their respective situations; that of those without, ex-
hibited an air of cheerfulness and alacrity, and which nothing but the confidence of success could inspire, whilst
that of those within was dejected and melancholy. The action commenced a little after five in the evening by the
advance of the troops of the sections, and ended about ten by their retreat. Wherever they approached, they were
repulsed by heavy discharges of artillery and musketry, which ranged and cleared the streets of their columns as
soon as presented.  For some time, towards the close, the contest was sustained on the part of the sections from the
windows of the neighboring houses; from whence, perhaps, more of the troops were slain than from any other quar-
ter. ‘The loss on either side is unknown, and perhaps will continue so; and the reports are so various and contra-
dictory, that they furnish but little data whereon to found a conjecture. Judging, however, from what I saw of the
isposition of the troops who were presented at the corners of streets, or when advancing by the head of the column
only, and by the time and nature of the action, which was by intervals, I cannot think that more than five hundred
were killed and wounded on both sides, though some of the reports make it as many thousands. It was generally
understood by the assailants, that little’or no opposition would be made, and that two of the regular regiments, in
particular, were on their side, and that they would so declare themselves when the crisis approached. But in this
they were mistaken: for all those groogg behaved with great bravery and intrepidity, acquitting themselves as they
had done before on the Rhine, having been drawn from the army of the North. ~Indeed, the probability is, the report
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was only circulated to inspire the troops of the sections with confidence, and to produce a suitable impression on
the citizens of Paris in general. Many circumstances occurred, in the course of the commotion, to countenance
this opinion, of which the strongest is, that, although it lasted until about ten at night, yet, by the citizens generally,
it was abandoned, or feebly supported after the first ouset, and repulse, which immediately followed, and after
which, it was sustained principally by those who were really and truly the parties to it: for as'such, the great bulk
of those who were in the ranks ought not to be considered. This opinionis likewise countenanced by a train of in-
cidents which attended this movement; from ten at night to its close, and which was about twelve the next day.
"The troops of the Convention kept their ground all night, being unwilling to press as far as they might have done
the advantage gaived, since it appeared that, by such pressure, they might slay more of their countrymen, but not
gain a more complete victory. On the other imnd, the troops of the sections filed off gradually in swall parties, as
the darkness of the night or other circumstances favored, till finally none were left, except those who were not pro-
perly of that description. By the morn every thing was tranquil as if nothing had passed. At the entrance of
every street you saw the pavements taken up, and wagons and other impediments obstructing the passages but not
a sentinel was to be seen. The only armed force remaining, in opposition to the Convention, was of the section of
Lepelletier, consisting of a few hundred only, and which had in part retired, and was retiring to its commune asa
place of retreat, rather than of defence. But now the scene began to change, and exhibit to view precisely the re-
verse of what was seen the day before—the besieged becoming the besiegers: for by this time the troops of the Con-
vention were advancing towards the commune of this section, under the command of Barras, who had commanded
formerly on the great epoch of the 9th Thermidor, and of Berruyer, who made regular approaches, and by different
routes, till finally this corps was completely surréunded. A peremptory summons was then sent to it to surrender,
and which was immediately oheyed. by laying down their arms and submitting to the will of the conquerors; and
thus was this movement crushed, the authority of the Convention vindicated, and Paris restored to complete tran-
quillity, and within less than twenty-four hours after the action commenced. i

Such was the order, and such the issue of this contest—a contest, in many respects, the most interesting and
critical that I have yet witnessed, and which promised, had the assailants succeeded, not perhaps essentially to im-
pede or vary the direct course of the Revolution, but, most probably, to involve the nation in a civil war, open 2 new
scene of carnage more frightful than any yet seen, and deluge the country by kindred arms with kindred blood. In
this view, the character and object of the movement, on the part of the insurgents, merit some attention.

You have already seen that the decrees above mentioned were the ostensible, if not the real cause of this con-
troversy, and these you have. But to enable you to form a just estimate of its merits in other respects, and thereby
of the probable views of the insurgents, it will be necessary for me to state other facts, and which preceded the final
appeal toarms. ‘These decrees, as you likewise know, were submitted with the constitfution to the people, and
according to a report of the Convention, b% them adopted. But the verity of this report, of which I berewith send
you a copy, was denied by the sections. By the report, however, you will perceive that the names of the depart-
ments voung for and against the decrees, were published some time since, and_to which it may be added, that no
department or commune has since complained that the statement given of its votes was untrue. Still, a doubt
arises upon it, admitting that a majority of those who voted was in favor of the decrees, whether those who did
vote for them constituted a majority of the French citizens entitled to vote, and upon which I cannot yet positively
decide. The sections affirm the contrary, and likewise contend that all who did not vote ought to be counted
against the decrees. It is probable that some of the communes, foreseeing a storm gathering from that source, did
not cheose to vote for or against them, and, therefore evaded the question by design; and it is certain that,in others,
it was understood by the people that the question was taken upon the constitution and the decrees together: for lat-
terly this was notified to the Convention by several who had voted for the decrees, and particularly Nantes, to pre-
vent a misapprehension of what their real intention was. I send you, however, the several papers which illustrate
this point, and by which you will be enabled to form as correct an opinion on it as present lights will admit; ob-
serving, further, that the report made by the convention respecting the decrees, was made, as you will perceive, at
the same time with that upon the constitution; and that another report, containing a complete detail of the proceed-
ings of every commune, is making out for the satisfaction of the community at large, and which was commenced by
order of the Convention, immediately after the first one was rendered. 1t is to be wished that this had been some
. time since published; but when it is recollegted that the publication must contain the proceedings of upwards of
seven thousand primary assemblies, many of which are, perhaps, lengthy, impartial people will perceive that it
could not be soon done, especially when it is also recollected that the whole of the interval since the order was
given, has been a time of unusual fermentation and trouble. . )

Under these circumstances, the electoral assemblies were to meet, and the day of meeting was not distant. The
decrees, and the evidence of their adoption, were before France, and would, of course, be before these assemblies;
nor were the electors bound by any legal penalty to regard them, if they thought they were not adopted, cr even
disapproved them. The presumption, therefore, was, (and especially if they discredited the report of the Con-
vention) that every assembly whose constituents voted against the decrees, would disregard them, and, rejecting
the two-thirds of the present Convention, vote for whom they pleased: leaving it to those who were elected by the
several departments, to the Legislature of the new Government, whether they were entirely new men, or partly
such, and partly of the Convention, according to the mode that each department might adopt, to settle the point
among themselves, and with the Convention, who should constitute the Legislature of that Government; or whether
the whole proceeding should be declared void, and a new election called fors and which, in that event, would most
probably have been the case. But the party opposed to the Convention preferred a different series of measures
whereby to forward its views; the details whereof, so far as I have any knowledge of them, I will now communicate.

The primary assemblies were to meet, by law, on the 10th of Fructidor, and dissolve on the 15th. In general,
however, those of Paris prolonged _their sitfing beyond the term appointed; and many of them declared their ses-
sions permanent, and exhibited, in other respects, a tone of defiance and great animosity towards the existing
Government. Finally, however, the primary assemblies were dissolved; and, after which, the sections of Paris, to
whom the same spirit was now communicated, became the channel, or rather the instruments of the same polic{ 3
many of whom, ikewise, declared their sessions permanent, and assumed, in other respects, a tone equally
unfriendly and menacing towards the Convention. 'The section of Lepelletier, in particular, which is in the centre
of Paris, and which always was, and still is, the theatre of the greatest gaiety and dissipation, took the lead in these
counsels. Atone timeit presented an address to,the Convention, copiously descanting upon the horrors of terror-
ism, demanding that those who were called terrorists should not only be inhibited the right of voting, but forthwith
punished; and that the troops in the neighborhood of Paris should be stationed further off, although there were then in
the neighborhood not more than three thousand foot, and six hundred horse, and which were there for six months before.
At another time it placed, by its own arrét, under the safeguard of the primary assemblies, all those who had
delivered their opinions in those assemblies, and invited the other sections of Paris to form a meeting of forty-eight
commissioners, to declare to all france the sentiments of this commune upon the state of affairs in the present junc-
ture. On the 10th Vendemiaire, this section resolyed that a meeting of the electoral corps should be held at the
theatre Francais on the next day, and admonished the other sections to a like concurrence; as likewise to escort
the electors to the place of rendezvous, and protect the assembly whilst sitting, with an armed force, if necessary.
A partial meeting was, in consequence, held there, and which continued its siting for some time after a proclama-
tion was issued by the Convention, ordering the electors to disperse. Indeed, i was not without great difficulty
that this proclamation was read before the door of that assembly. An_armed force was then ordered out, under
General Kienou, the Commandant of the guard, to support the proclamation; but they were gone before he arrived.
On the 12th, this section issued other inflammatory arrets; and on the night of the 12th, another fruitless attempt
was made by the Government to surround the commune of the section and secure its members; for which failure,
General Menou, who withdrew the troops after he had surrounded it, was degraded, and the command transferred
to Barras. On the 13th, the catastrophe took place, and ended as I have already stated.
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That the party in question meant to subvert the Revolution, and restore the ancient monarchy, and that the
destruction of the Convention was the first step in the train of those measures which were deemed mecessary to
accumplish it, cannot be doubted. A slight attention only to the above fucts sufficiently demonstrates the truth of
this assertion’in all jits parts. Even in_the primary assembli¢sw ground was taken incompatible with the present
system. Soeme free latitude, it is true, the people have a right to take in those assemblies, however limited or spe-
<1l the object may be upon which they are convened to decide. But as soon as the sections took the same ground, .
acting in harmony with the electoral corps, in contempt of the law, and in defiance of the Convention, the case was
altered. From that moment rebellion was announced in form, and the sword of civil war was completely unsheath-
eds nor could it be restored whilst the Convention survived, or without a counter revolution, otherwise than by
reducing the revolted sections to order. Fortunately, the latter was the izsue, and, in consequence whereof, every
thing has since progressed as the fiiends of the Revolution have wished. - The revolted sections were immediately
afterwards disarmed, and withont opposition, and the electoral corps is now legally convened, (those of it who have
not, in dread of punishment, made their escape) and with a disposition to be more observant of the decrees, and
accummudating to the existing Government.

Baut, it this party had succeeded in its attack upon the Convention, what would have followed? Would it like-
wise huve succeeded in the other object, to which this was only a step? A conjectural answer can only be given to
a4 supposititious case. My opinion then is, that, although the impression would have been a deep one, yet the ultimate
issue would have been thesame. It is said, and perhaps with truth, that in case the attack succeeded, it was intended
the electoral corps should immediately assemble, and place itself, in some measure. at the head of France. The
overthrow of the Conveuntion would have left the nation without a government or head, to influence public measures;
and in which case, this corps, being a legal one, and at the head of this great city, would have had stronger preten-
sions to the public attention, than any whatever. Itis not, however, to be presumed, that it would have assumed
the reins of government; but it would doubtless have undertaken to admonish, and the probability is, that, in such a
state of things, its admonition would have been regarded. With this view, it is believed that the crisis was brought
on, at the precise point of time, before the meeting of the electorial assemblies, to admit, in the interval, the com-
munication of the event (in case it were prepetrated) to all France, without allowing to the people sufficient time to
recover {rum the dismay and confusion into which they would be thereby thrown. Insuch a state of things, this corps
might have made a great impression upon the whole nation, supported, as it would appear to be, by all Paris; and as
it really would be, at least to that stage, by a considerable portion. At the head of thiscorps was already placed the old
ci-devant Duke of Nivernois—a man not without some literary merit, and whose character had been so free from
enormity, and his temper so dormant, that,although imprisoned, and in the list of those who were deemed, under what
is called the reign of Robespierre, a fit subject for the guillotine, yet he survived that reign, and_received his life as
a boon from those who were now threatened with destruction. It was said he declined the presidency; but it is also
believed that his modest disqualification was more the effect of anaccurate calculation of chances in the great game
they were playing, than of principle; and, of course that, if the blow succeeded, he might be prevailed on to serve. A
majority ot the corps, many of whom were likewise ci-devant nobles, was believed to be of the same principles. The
nation would theretore have beheld, on the one side, the Convention overthrown, perhaps massacred, and whose meni-
bers were, in general, known to be attached to the Revolution; und on the other, the electoral corps, with this person
at its head, and which it would, of course, conclude was decidedly of opposite poiiticul principles; the latter advanced
forward upon the ruin of the former, and in some sort possessed of the reins of government. Surely no opportunity
more favorable to the views of the royalists could have been sought, than this would have presented. How they
meant to improve it, had fortune placed them in that situation, is not known, nor is it probable it will be: for it 1s
10 be presumed that, whatever the plan was, admitting there was one already formed for such an event, it had been
concerted by the leaders only, and was not to be unfolded until after the sections were thus far plunged into the
same atrocity with themselves. There were two ways by which this opportunity might haye been improved; the first,
by an immediate declarativn in favor of royalty; the second, by electing their own deputies, and inviting ‘the other
departments to do the same, for the purpose ot patting the constitution in motion, Had the first been adopted, the
nation would, doubtless, have been greatly confounded, and, in the moment of dismay, the royalists would, most
probably, have come forward, and the patriots lain quiet. Soon, however, in Paris herself, symptoms of discontent
would have been seen, and, perhaps, even in some of those sections which were foremost in the revolt; many of whose
citizens had joined the opposition_from principle, in respect to the right of suffrage; some because they had been
persecuted, or censured as terrorists, and only because they were patriots; and others because they doubted the
political integrity of the present house, and wished it changed. All of these would have been struck with consterna-
tion, when they heard that a king ‘was proclaimed, and would have looked back with horror at the scene through
which they had passed. . ) ] )

By this time, too, some of the armies would have been seen advancing towards Paris, and which would most
probably have bad little to do: for I am persuaded that, as soon as the citizens recovered from the extravagance
nto which they had been betrayed, they would be among the first to fall upon their betrayers. Had the second been
‘adopted, it is probable it would have secured the elections in favor of the royalists; the decrees would of course have
been rejecteds nor would any of the present members have been re-elected. Soon, however, this would have been
seen by the people, and, being seen, half the danger would have been provided against. In the memory of those
who were friendly to the Revolution, and the catalogue of its friends must be a long one, counting those only whose
fathers and sons were slaughtered in its defence on the frontiers, the destruction of the Convention, under whose
banners they had bled, would form a moral cause that would hang heavy on the shoulders of the subsequent admi-
nistration. The manner of the suffrage, though in form free, would be demed an usurpation, and the slighetest de-
viation afterwards become a signal for revoit. If they used their power with violence, the same effect would be
produced as if a king were immediately proclaimed; and if they used it with moderation, they might perhaps pre-
vent the calamity of another crisis; and whiling away in office the time allotted by the coustitution, be enabled, in
the interim, so far to efface the memory of what was passed, as to secure themselves afterwards a_retreat which
would exempt them from punishment; but in neither case would they be able to restore the ancient monarchy.
You will observe that my reasoning is founded upon a belief that the army is sound; that the great bulk of the citi-
zens of Paris are so likewise; and that the farmers, or cultivators in general, if not decidedly in favor of the Revo-
lution, though in my opinion they are, are at least not against it; and which belief, though perhaps erronepus, is the
result of an attentive observation to such facts and circumstances as have ap&)eared to me to merit attention.

But you will ask, if Paris is on the side of the Revolution, how happened that such a force was formed there
against the Convention, whilst so small a one was marshalled on its side? Let us first establish facts and then reason
from them. Paris consists of forty-eight sections, and of which eight only were actually in arms against the Con-
vention; three for it, and the others neutral. Of those, too, who were sent by the eight sections, it is presumable, from
the peremptory manner of their retreat, and the ease with which they were, afterwards disarmed, as likewise by
their uniform "declarations at the time and since, that the greater number did not expect to be led against the Con-
vention; or, if they did, that they went with reluctance; so that, in my opinion, the real force which marched out
for the purpose of actual hostility was incousiderable; and this, too, it is said, was in part composed of adventurers
from other quarters, and, in some instances, even of foreigners. Stll, however, there wasan actual revolt by those
sections, and at best a neutrality on the part of the others; the three who declared themselves for the Convention
excepted. How account for this? That the royalists had gained the preponderance in_some few of the sections,
and particularly that of Lepelletier, is certain. But that this was not the case with many is presumable. Tt is well
known that the inhabitants of Paris, in general, wished to get rid of their present deputies, and for reasons hereto-
fore explained. The opposition to the decrees, therefore, may be thus accounted for, and_with the greater pro-

riety, because it is certain they were opposed, and even by the royalists, upon republican principles, the unaliena-
gle right of suffrage, &c.; and by which an impression was made in the primary assemblies upon the audience, and
thence gradually extended throughout the city. In the primary assemblies, too, every person was allowed to speak;
and it happened that, among the royalists, there were some good speakers, and ‘who, by taking popular ground, en-
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grossed for the time the public attention; by means whereof they were enabled to practise more extensively upnn
the credulity of the less enlightened of their countrymen than they were aware of. It often happens, when a colli-

sion takes place between friends, and even upon a trivial cause, one act of irritation begets another, till finally the

parties become irreconcileable. How much more asy then was it for artful men, at the present moment, to prevail

over the ignorant, and seduce them into error, especially when it is known that the latter already wished a change;

that they thought they had a right to make it and of which right they could not be deprived, without the sacrifice

of their liberty, in whose cause they had already so long contended, and so greatly suffered.

How explain the extraordinary phenomenon, why the very sections, who, on the 4th Prairial, were on oppusite
sides, should now shift-their ground, so as that those who then supported the Convention should now be against
it, and those who opposed should now be for it? Taking the Convention as the standard, it remains only in any
case to explain the motive of such party as wanders from it: for that circumstance alone creates doubt, and of course
alone requires explanation. No one will ask why such a party supports the Convention, because ti1ere can be no
motive for such an inquiry. In some cases, a party, yielding such support, may have less honorable motives for it
than another party had. 1 think Thave seen such myself. But in no case can tKe object be a counter-revolutionary
one. To this inquiry, then, in this view, I have already given a satisfactory answer, at least so far as [ am able to
do it: for I have already explained what I deemed in general the cause of the aberration of the sections upon the
present occasion, as I did upon the former one; that of the faubourg of St. Antoine, and whose present conduct
warrants the opinion then given upon that head.

But how happened it that so many of the disaffected were chosen into the electoral corps as to give the royalists
a preponderance there? How could a people, attached to the Revolution, commit the care of it to those who were
its foes, especially to such as, by their station and character, were universally known to be such? This touches a
subject extremely interesting: for it leads to facts over which a veil has yef been thrown, but to which history will
doubtless do justice; and in which case it will present to view a scene of horror, in some respects perhaps not less
frightful than that which was exhibited under the reign of terror. Behind the curtain, as it were, for it has made
but little noise in several of the departments, the terrible scourge of terror has shifted hands, and latterly been
wielded by the royalists, who, beginning with the subaltern and perhaps wicked agents of the former reign, had -
persecuted and murdered wany of the soundest patriots and best of men. To such a height had this evil risen, and
so general was the fmputation of terrorism, that, in certain quarters, the patriots in general were not only discour-
ageﬁ. but, in a'great measure, depressed. It is affirmed to be a fact, by those who ought to know, and who merit
belief, that in some of those quarters, and even where the preponderance, in point of numbers, was greatly in their
favor, none attended the primary assemblies; and that, in others, a few only attended, and who took no part in the
proceedings. ‘This, therefore, will account why the royalists took the lead in those assemblies, and why so many
of them were chosen in the electoral cogp.s.

But by what strange vicissitude of affairs was this effect produced? How could it happen under an administra-
tion uniriendly to royalty? In truth the explanation is distinctly marked b{' preceding events, and has been in part
unfolded in preceding communications. Terrorism, or what was then_called so, the persecution of the royalists,
had gone to such a length that it became indispensably necessary .to end it, To this object, therefore, the whole
force of the Government was directed, and with effect: for it was accomplished. B, in striking at terrorism, per-
haps by the unguarded manner of the blows perhaps by those consequences which weré inseparable from such vibrations,
and which I deem the most likely; an elevation was given for a while to the opposite extreme. The terrorism of that
day was the excess of the passion for liberty, but it was countenanced by those in office, as necessary, in their judg-
ment, to bring about the Reyolution; nor were its acts displayed in private assassinations. On the contrary, they
were sanctified by public judgments and public executions. "The most culpable, therefore, were those who expiated
for their crimes on the 9th Thermidor; but, with others in general, and even where the excess was criminal, the in-
tention was_otherwise. At that point, therefore, which discriminated between the vicious extravagancies of the
moment, and the spirit of patriotism itself, should the scale have been suspended; and there, by the law, it was sus-
pended: for I do notrecollect any act of the Convention which passed beyond it. Special outrages were, it is true, spe-
cially corrected; but, even in these cases, I do not know any mstance where the correction was disproportionate to
the offence. But, so nice was the subject upon which they had to act, and so delicate is the nerve of human sensi-
bilig, that it was impossible for the Government, under existing circumstances, to moderate its rigor towards the
royalists, without giving, in a certain degree, encouragement to royalty. In this, therefore, it is o be presumed
the late event will produce a beneficial effect: for, as the views of the royalists were completely unmasked, and
defeated, and which were always denied to exist, until they were thus unmasked, it cannot otherwise than tend to
open the eyes of the community in that respect, and in the degree to repress the arrogant spirit of royalty. To your
Jjudgment, however, these facts and observations, in respect to the late movement, are respectfully submitted.

T have ‘lately been honored with your several favors of May 29, June the st and 7th, and of July 2, 8, 14, 21,
29, and 30, all of which came to hand about the same time, and generally by the route of England; and to which 1
will certainly pay the utmost attention. As, however, this letter has already gone to an unreasonable length, and
especially as I wish you to be correctly informed of the character and fate of the movement in question, I think it
best to despatch this immediately, reserving a more particular reply to those favors'for a future communication.
For the present, however, permit me to add, that, as yet, no complaint has been made to me against the treaty; nor
have I heard any thing from the committee on the subject, since the application requesting information in what
light they were to view the reports respecting it, and which was made soon after the treaty was concluded. Ifan
thing is intended to be said, I think it will not be said until after the new Government is organized; nor then, until
after it is known that the treaty is ratified; and, in which case, I have reason to apprehend I shat{ hear from them
on the subject. I trust, however, let the event in that respect, or the opinion which the committee may entertain,
be what it may, 1 shall find that the same amicable and dispassionate counsels still prevail towards us that have
been shown for some time past. To inculcate which disposition, not only by the documents and lights derived from
you, but by such others as my own imperfect experience, and often too wandering judgment, have supplied, has
been, and be assured will continue to be, equally the object of my most earnest wishes, and undeviating efforts.

P. S. As the vessel by which this will be forwarded will not sail until a gentleman, who is now here, arrives at
Havre, I have kept the letter with me for the purpose of adding to it what might immediately happen before his de-
parture. On the day after to-morrow, the new Government is to convene, and the prospect is now favorable that it
will then convene, and precisely upon thé ground stated in the preceding letter. Some symptoms were latterly
seen which gave cause for apprehension that the expiring moments of the Convention would be moments of great
agony and convulsion. Denunciations and counter denunciations were made, proceeding from causes connected
with the late movement; but happily these are over, without producing any serious effect. A commission of five
was appointed to make a supplemental report respecting that movement, and it was expected by many it would end
in a proposal to annul the proceedings of several of the departments, whose primary assemblies were said to be under
constraint by the royalists, and probably, also, in the arrestation of several deputies; but that commission has freed
every one from uneasiness on that account, by a report just made; and which proposes only some new provisions for
the trial of offenders in that movement, and others in several of the departments, who have committed atrocities of
various kinds, under the pretext of punishing the terrorists. Every moment must be deemed critical in the existing
circumstances of this country; being at the eve of a great revol'utmn,.a transition from one government to another;
and especially when itis known that there is a party, not despicable in point of numbers, and less so in activity ami
talents, always ready to seize every incident that occurs, to throw every thing into confusion; and which party is
connected, not only with the emigrants abroad, but with the surrounding Powers, by whom the necessary means are
furnished for the purpose. But yet it seems as if the Convention would retain its strength to the last moment of its
existence, and transmit its powers unimpaired to its successor. The decrees are said to be universally observed,
and the leading members of both sides of the house are, in general, re-elected; these are to elect the others, soas to
make up the two-thirds of the new Government. -
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Lately, Jourdan received a check on the other side of the Rhine, and which occasioned his falling back to the
Rhine; upon which river both his and Pichegru’s army are posted. The canse of this is not distinctly known; but
vertain it is, that the deputy of the miljtary section of the committee of public safety has been since arrested, upon a
susﬂicion of treachery} as are three others, upon a charge of treasonable correspondence with their enemres; but
with what propriety 1 do not pretend to determine. It is worthy of remark, that it was known in England and in
Basle, betore it happened, that there would be a movement here at the time it happened; at which tume, ton, the
C()llllqt d’Artois landed from England upon the Isle of Dieu, near the French coast, opposite the Vendée, where he
stull 1s,

A report was yesterday made to the Convention, of an important advantage gained in a rencounter in the Medi-
terranean, in which the Erench took a ship of the line and damaged greatly two others; and likewise took fourteen
merchant ships, richly laden, and estimated at an enormous sum. Two other advantages in other quarters are spoken
of, still more signal than this, but not by authority. : .

Moneron is returned; but whether by order ot the French Government, (as I suspect, and in consequence of the
tortunate issue of the late movement) or the failure of his mission, be it what it might, is uncertain. Be assured, if
Mr. Jay’s treaty is ratified, it will excite great discontent here. Of this, however, [ shall be able to speak with more
<ertainty after the new Government is organized.

Mr. Monroe to the Secretary of Stale.

Paris, November 5, 1795.
SIR:

On the 27th ultimo the Convention ended its career, by declaring that its powers ceased; and immediately
afterwards the installation of the new Government began in the same hall, by a verification of the powers of its de-
puties, and their distribution into two branches, accr_)ramg {0 the mode prescribed in the constitution; and which was
completed in that and the succeeding day. It was found upon inspection, that the decrees heretofore noticed were
universally obeyed, and that, of the two-thirds of its legislative branches who were to be taken from among the mem-
bhers of the Convention, more than a majority were elected by the departments, so that the duty imposed upon those
who were elected, of supplying the deficiency by their own suffrage, became proportionably more easy and less objec-
tionable. This, therefore, was Immediate}y executed by ballot; and, after which, the inferior organization of each
branch followed, and which took up a day or two only; then the members of the directoire, or executive, were
chosen, and which was done on the 31st ultimo, and whereby the new Government was completely installed.

When I observe that the scene, which was exhibited upon this great occasion, resembled, in many respects, what
we see daily acted on our side of the Atlantic, in our National and State Assemblies, you will have a better idea of
the tranquillity which reigned throughont, than I can otherwise describe. Nor shall I'be accused of an unbecoming
partiality, if I draw, from’the increasing similitude in their and our political institutions, which this constitutionand
other proceedings furnish, the most favorable hopes of the future prosperity and welfare of this republic.

The adoption of a new constitution, founded upon the equality of human rights, with itslegislative powers distri-
buted into two branches, and other improvements in the executive and judiciary departments, though still perhaps
imperfect, yet certainly far beyond what past experiments here gave reason to expect, is an event of great import-
ance, not only to France, but perhaps to mankind in general. Its complete inauguration, too, assures us that its
merits will be tried; though, indeed, under the existing circumstances of a war with the neighboring Powers, who
are interested in its overthrows; of a strong party within, incessantly laboring to promote the same object; together
with the derangement of the finances and other embarrassments which were inseparable from the difficulties they
had to encounter; the experiment ought not to be called a fair one. _If, however, 1t does succeed, and the republi-
can system is Yreservet_l here, notwithstanding the various and complicated difficulties which opposed its establish-
ment, and still shakes its foundation, it will ce_rtamlg furnish a complete refutation of all those arguments which
have been, inall ages and nations, urged against the practicability of such a Government, and especially in old
countries. :

Reveillere, Lepeaux. Rewbell, Sieyes, Le Tourneur, and Barras are elected into the directoire; and who are all
distinguished for their talents and integrity, as likewise their devotion to the Revolution; a circumstance which not
only furnishes reasonable ground whereon to estimate the principles of those who choose them, but which will like-
wise tend essentially to give stability to the Revolution itself.

I write you at present only to communicate this important event, and will hereafter, as heretofore, keep you re-
gularly advised of what shall appear to me to merit communication.

P, S. Sieyes has declined accepting his seat in the directoire, and Carnot is appointed in his stead.

Mr. Fauchet js lately arrived, and as he appears to be extremely dissatisfied with Mr, Jay’s treaty with Great
Brita:[n,d and is, apparently, well received by his Government, I doubt not his communications on that head will be
attended to.

M. Picl*erz'ng to Mr. Monroe.
' DEPARTMENT oF StaTE, November 23, 1795.

Sir:
The office of Secretary of State is yet vacant. I write now merely to acknowledge the receipt of your seve-
ral letters, numbered 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, and 21. | .
ou will see an answer to the last has been anticipated, by a long letter from me, dated in September, on the
subject of the treaty between the United States and Great Britain.” By that letter, you will understand that the
ideas you have detailed are quite foreign to the views of the Government of the United States.
Your suggestions in regard to Mr. Parish, our consul at Hamburg, have led me to remind Mr. Adams of a re-
quest formerly made to him, to inquire jnto his conduct, and report the same to this Department. Such I under-
stand to be the fact, and that no report has yet been received. )

I am, &c.

TIMOTHY PICKERING.

Mr. Monroe to the Secretary of State.

. Paxnys, December 6, 1795,
Sir:

1 was lately honored with originals and triplicates of your favors of the 12th and 14th of September last.* The
duplicates are yet to be received. i i -

By the first of these letters, I learn that the President has ratified the late treaty with England; and by the
second, the measures taken to vindicate our territorial rights, that were violated by the captain of a British frigate,
in an attempt to seize Mr. Fauchet, the late French minister, within our jurisdiction, on his return home; and to
which communications due regard shall be paid, as occasion requires.

*Ante, pages 596, 666.

-
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That the treaty was ratified, was a fact well established here, before the receipt of your favor. It was, indeed,
generally credited before the arrival of Mr. Fauchet, by whom it was confirmed, and afterwards doubted by none.
As T had no reason to presume, from any communication from your Department, that the contrary would be the
case, so I had_never calculated on the contrarys nor had I given this Government any reason to calculate on the
contrarys having left it to form its own judgment on that point, according to its own lights, so that, in this respect,
1 have nothing wherewith to reproach myself on the score of discretion.

The effect which this incident produced in the councils of this country, through its several stages, may be traced
in my former communications, and to which I beg to refer you. To these, I have at present nothing material now
toadd. Symptoms of discontent, it is true, are still seen; but whether they will assume an aspect more unpleasant,
I know not. If they do, or any thing occurs of sufficient importance to merit your attention, I will certainly ap-
prise you of if, and without delay. .

You likewise saw, by my former communications, that I understood and acted upon that part of my instructions,
which explained the object of Mr. Jay’s mission to England, differently from what it appears, by your favor of the
12th of September, and by Mr. Randolph’s of the Ist of June preceding, it was intended I should understand and

“act onit: and whereby [ was placed, by the course of events, in a very delicate and embarrassing dilemma, from
which, indeed, T am not yet perhaps fully extricated, though I bope and think I am. Upon this head, I have only
now 1o observe, that, as soon as I had reason to believe that Mr, Jay’s instructions embraced objects which I had
before thought they did not, I profited of what I heard, and acted accordingly; keeping out of view, so far as de-
pended on me, what had before passed between the Government and myself upon that subject, and to which I with
pleasure add, that I have never heard the least intimation on itsince. In reviewing this particular trait in my con-
duct here, you will, I doubt nof, do me the justice to observe, that when I made the suggestion alluded to, it was
not rashly done, nor without suflicient motive; on the contrary, that (paying due regard to the actual state of our
affairs at the time) I was called on to make it by considerations the most weighty, and which ought not to have been
dispensed with; considerations, however, which I now forbear to repeat, having heretofore sufficiently unfolded

em. .

I have the pleasure to enclose you the report of Mr. Skipwith, upon the subject of the claims of many of our citi-
zens who were heretofore injured by the occurrences of the war, and in consequence entitled to indemnities, and
by which you will find that many of those claims are settled, and derive useful information in respect to others.

1 likewise send you a letter from Mr. Fenwick. explaining his conduct in regard to the_charge exhibited against
him in your Department. As Mr. Fenwick has always proved himself to be an useful, indeed a valuable, officer in
the station he holds, and as the error imputed to him might be the effect of judgment only, and which I think it was,
1 have thought I could not better forward your views, or the interest of my~country, than by continuing him in the
discharge of the duties of his office, till the President shall finally decide in his case. He will doubtless communt-
cate Wiﬁl you on the subject, so that the interval will not be great before I have the decision in question, and which
will, of course, be duly executed. :

Two days since, Count Carletti, minister from "Tuscany, was, in consequence of some offence given by him to
the Government, ordered to depart from Paris in forty-eight hours, and the bounds of the republicin eight days.
1t is said the offence consisted in a demand made to visit the daughter of the late King, of whom he spoke in terms
of estreme commiseration, and which was thought to be not only an interference in concerns exclusively their own,
p\nlxt to‘lhlave thrown some reproach on the French Government. The count, I hear, departs to-night, by way of
Marseilles.

Soon after the Government was organized, the minister of foreign affairs announced a day on which the direc-
toire would receive the ministers of foreign Powers; and who were requested to rendezvous for that purpose at his
house, to proceed thence to that of the directoire. 'We did so, and were presented, without regard to precedence,
to that body, and whoge president addressed the whole diplomatic corps ina short discourse, the principal object of
which was, to assure it of the_cordiality with which it was welcomed here by the representatives of the ¥French
people, which he contrasted with the pomp aud ceremony of the ancient court, which, he said, was neither cordial
nor fraternal. I mention this latter circumstance merely to contradict the account given of the address by the jour-
nalists, and who made a lpartlcular speech for the president to each minister. ‘

Manheim has certainly fallen again info the hands of the Austrians, with the garrison; the amqut of which is
not known, but presumed to be several thousands. But, in Italy, the fortune of the war is on the side of France:
for the same day which announced the capture of Manheim, announced likewise a great and decisive victory over
the Austriansin the other quarter. The details of the Killed and wounded are also not yet accurately known; but
it is understood that four or five thousand are taken prisoners, many slain, and the whole army put completely to
rout.

Siace the organization of the new Government, the character and deportment of all the departments are essen-
tially improved.  The legislative corps, in both its branches, exhibits, in the manner of discussion, a spectacle won-
derfully impressive in its favor, when compared with what was daily seen in the Jate Convention.” And the execu-
tive departments begin to show an energy which grows out of the nice partition of their duties, and the greater re-
sponsibility that belongs to each. In truth, the vibration from the system of terror had, by the force of moral causes,
gone so far, and produced so deep an effect, as to have greatly relaxed the whole machine of Government. It was
certainly felt in the departments, in the public councils, in foreign negotiations, and in the armies. A short space
of time, however, will now show how far the change which hastaken place in the Government, will furnish the
means of an adequate remedy. L . . i

Mur. Pinckney has, I hear, closed his business in Spain to his satisfaction, and is now on his route back, intend-
ing to take Paris in his way. ~ I trust this reportis, in every respect, well founded; of which, however, you wi
doubtless be correctly informed before this reaches you.

P. S. Count Carletti has notified to the French Government that he cannot depart without the consent of hisown.

Mr. Monroe to the Secretary of State.

Paris, December 22, 1795,
Sir:
Since my last, I was favored with yours of the 9th of October, and a quadruplicate of that of the 12th of Sep-
tember; of which latter, the original and triplicate were before acknowledged. .

Since my last, too, ['have received a note from the minister of foreign affairs, complaining of the conduct of Mr.
Parish, our consul at Hamburgh, in granting passports for France to British subjects, equipping the emigrants, and
acting in all casesas the English agent; a copy of which note, and of my reply, are herewith forwarded you. I hear,
also, that his conduct was even more reprehensible than is stated by the minister: for that he not only equipped
the emigrants, but did it in American bottoms, with a view of protecting them under our flag. In calling your atten-
tion to this subject, permit me to add, that two American citizens, Benjamin Jarvis and Thomas Randall, both of
New York, the former a respectable merchant, as has been reFresented to me, and the latter known to the President
as captain of artillery in the late war, and lately as vice consul at Canton, in China, have requested me to communi-
cate to you their wish to obtain appointments in the consulate, in any of the respectable ports of France, or other
European ports connected with the trade of France; and that [ havereason to believe they would, either of them.
be happy to accept the appointment in question. In case Mr. Parish is removed, permit me further to suggest the

ropriety of giving to his successor two commissions; one for Hamburgh, and the other for Altona, in the neighbor-
. qud of Hamburgh, but under the jurisdiction of Denmark. Much business is done at Altona, on account of the
greater freedom of its trade: for Hamburg, though in some respects a free and independent city, yet in others it feels
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the influence of the Emperor, and is therefore a less eligible port for mercantile transactions, and especially those
connected with France. i .

1 sent you, with my last, a report of Mr. Skipwith upon the cases submitted to his care for adjustment with this
Government, and shail continue to give him all the aid in my power in those cases which remain unsettled, and ap-
prise you regularly of the progress. ‘To that of Mr. Girard, due attention shall certainly be paid.

At present, no symptoms of an approaching peace are to be seen, unless, indeed, the most vigorous preparations
for the continuance of war may be deemed such, and which sometimes happens. The directoire has called on the
Legislatare for a supply of six hundred millions, in specie, which was immediately granted by a law which proposes
raising it in the form of a loans of which [ send you a copy. The greatest possible lexertions are making by that
body, and which seem to be supported by the Legislature, in putting the armies, the fleets, and the interior, into the
best possible order; and so far as I can judge from appearances, these exertions seem to produce the effects that are
desired from them: for, to those who are friendly to the Revolution, they give confidence; and from those who are
not, they command respect. It is said, that Pichegru and Jourdan have lately .i!,amed several important advantages
over the Austrians, in actions which, tilough not general, were nearly so; and that, in the result, they have resumed
their station_before Mayence. The former part of this report is, I believe, to be depended on; the latter wants con-
firmation. In Italy, the troops of this republic continue to reap new successes; in which quarter, indeed, since the
victory mentioned 1n my last, they have met with but little opposition. .

Latterly the views of Prussia have become more doubtful than they were before. The conduct of Prince Hohen-
loe, who commanded the Prussian troops at Frankfort, in the neighborhood of the French and Austrian armies,
during the retreat of the former, and who were stationed there to preserve the line of neutrality in favor of Prussia,
itis said, could scarcely be deemed neutral. For the civilities which were shown by him to the Anstrians upon that
occasiun, itis said, he has been rewarded since by some complimentary attention from the Emperor. The Dutch
a¥pear apprehensive that the King of Prussia will seize a suitable opportunity, if any offers, to favor the restoration
of the Stadtholder; and it is possible the conduct of the Prince Hohenloe, above referred to, may have increased
that suspicion, by giving an insight into what might be the views of the Prussian cabinet, in case the retreat had
continued; or any great reverse of forfune should hereafter befall the French arms. Itis certain, however, that
moments of difficulty are always moments of great jealousy; and that sometimes, upon such occasions, suspicion is
thrown upon those who do not deserve it.

_The Count Carletti, late envoy, &c. from Tuscany, left Paris some four or five days since. He had refused
going until he had heard from the Grand Dukes and remained, notwithstanding the reiterated orders of the directoire.
i‘iunlly, however, he was ordered to depart in twenty-four hours, (this was not done before as I stated in my last)
with iutimation that force would be used to compel him, in case he did not. He still held out, however, the flag
of defiance. 'The twenty-four hours expired, at which moment a commissary, with a carriage from the Govern-
ment, waited to receive his orders for departure; or, in other words, to_take the Count by force, and conduct him
safe beyond the bounds of the republics which was accordingly done. The diplomatic corps was summoned, by a
member either averse to this peremptory mode of proceeding, or friendly to the Count, to interfere with the directoire
in his behalf: but several members of that corps were of opimion, that, although sometimes a demand is made on the
Government of a minister who gives offence, to recall him, yet there is no obligation on the Government offended
by the law of nations, to take that course; but that it may take any other, and even upon slight occasions, to rid
itself of him, more prompt and snmmary, if it thinks fit; and,in consequence, no step was taken by the diplomatic
corgs on the subject. X i .

enclose you, also, a note from the minister of foreign affairs, complaining of the seizure and condemnation of
the corvette Cassius; which, he says, is in violation of the treaties between the two republics; and to which I
replied, ;lhat I would present the subject to your attention; and doubted not I should be enabled to give a satisfactory
answer thereon.

BMr. Monroe to the Secretary of State.
Paris, January 26th, 1796,

Some weeks past, the property of William Vans, a citizen of the United States, was attached by Joseph Sands,
another citizen of the said States, in a tribunal of France at Havre; where the cause was sustained, and judgment
rendered in favor of the plaintiff. From this judgment the defendant appealed to the superior tribunal of the depart-
ment at Rouen, where I believe it is now depending. As soon as the suit commenced, Mr. Vans applied for my
interference; cialmiug by the twelfth article of the consular convention between the two republics, an exemption,
at the instance of a fellow-citizen, from the tribunals of the country;_the cognizance of such controversies being,
as he supposed, thereby exclusively vested in the consuls of each nation, within the jurisdiction of the other. 1
examined attentively the convention, and was of opinion, that the construction insisted on by Mr. Vans was sound;
but yet, as the subject was important in respect to the principle, and questionable in point of policy, I wished to
decline any interference in it, till I had your instruction. He continued, however, to press me; saying that if such
was the import of the article, it vested in him a right which I ought to secure him the ‘enjoyment of; the depriva-
tion of which, too, in the present instance, would be his ruin: for that the execution of the judgment by the sale of
the merchandises attached at Havre, where there was no demand for it, would not only subjectzﬁim toa severe loss,
but that he was likewise sued for the same sum in America, and where judgment would probably, likewise, be rendered
against him. Finally, therefore, I did apply in his behalf, by a letter to” the minister of foreign relations, of which
1 send you a copy; explaining my idea of the import of the treaty in the case in question; and requesting that the
Executive (o far as depended on that branch, and provided it concurred with me in opinion) might cause the same
to be executeds; and to which I have yet received no answer, though I am assured verbally, that the directoire con-
curs with me in the construction; and that a correspondent intimation thereon will be given by the minister of jus-
tice, to the court where the suit now is; with whom it will probably be decisive. I state this case that you may
apprize me how it is the wish of the President I should act in cases of the kind in future, and_even in the present
one, if not finally settled before I hear from yous and which may probably happen. If it is wished that such con-
troversies should be decided by the courts of the country, I -doubt not such a construction and practice will be
agreeable to this Government; but if the contrary is preferred, you will, I presume, see the necessity of prescribing,
by tge suiltable authority, how the consular courts are ta be held, how their process is to be executed, and appeals
conducted.

As connected with this subject, permit me to call your attention to another, upon which I likewise wish to be
dnstructed. For the port of Havre there are at present two consuls, or rather a consul and a vice consul; both of
whom, Mr. Cutting and Mr. Lamotte, are recognized by this Government. Was it intended the latter commission
should_supersede the former; or is it intended that both should exist at the same time; the power of the vice consul
being dormant only when the consul is present? I wish to know in what light [ am to consider these appointments,
since thereby I shall likewise know to whom I am to look for the performance of the consular duties of this port.*

A third one of the same kind occurs, and which I think proper to mention to you. Sometime since, Mr. Pitcairn
was appointed vice consul for Paris, and in respect to which appointment, I deemed it my duty to present before
you several considerations, growing out of his character as a British subject, and the actual state of things here;
which made it inexpedient to demand his recognition of this Government, until after they were weighed, and I, in
consequence, further instructed on that head. These were stated in my letter of the 17th May last, and to which,
as yet, I have received noanswer. As Mr. Pitcairn probably espects to hear from me on this topic, I shall thank
you for information of what I am to say to him, and how I am to act in that respect.

\

* Both of these gentlemen are men of merit and great respectability. I wished only the principle settled.
92 VOL. L
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The collection of the forced loan continues, and will, I think, succeed. But what its product will be, is a point
upon which there is a diversity of opinion. Some think it will fall short of the sum at which it was estimated, whilst
other. carry it much beyond that estimation. Certain, however, it is, that by means thereof the embarrassments of
the Government will for the present be relieved, and time given for the maturity and adeption of a more complete
system of finance; which subject s now under consideration of the council of five hundred.

About the twenty-fifth of December last, a truce was asked by the Austrian Generals Wurmser and Clairfait,
of Pichegru and Jourdan, for three months, and granted, subject to the will of the directoire, by whom, it is said,
it was allowed for one only; the report, at first circulated, that it was wholly rejected, being without foundation.
Whether it will be prolonged, admitting the term as here stated to be correct, 1s unknown, as likewise is the motive
of Austria in asking, or' of France in granting it. The presumption is, it was to try the experiment of negotiation in
the interim; and such is the report. And it is likewise presumable, that such an experiment was made or is now
making; but, from what I canlearn, there is little prospect of its producing a peace. It will be difficult to part
Austria from England. whilst the latter supplies the former with money to carry on the war, and which she will
probably continue to do, whilst she carries it on herself. The present prospect, therefore, is, that Europe is des-
tined to sustain the waste and havoe of another, campaign, for, superior as England s at sea, with the recent con-
quest of the Cape of Good Hope, it is not probable, if she escapes an internal convulsion, the symptoms of which
have diminished of late, thatshe will restore every thing on her part, and leave France in possession of the Belgic,
and without which, I think France will not make peace. A doubt, ndeed, has latterly been circulated, whether
England will make any sacrifice in favor of the Emperor; whether, 1n short, she would agree to restore the posses-
sions taken by her from France and Holland, asa consideratiou for the resforation of the ﬁclgic to the Emperor. It
is even added, that intimations have been made by her, that, if France will leave her in possession of her conquests
from Holland, she will restore every thing taken from France, and leave her in possession of St. Domingo and the
Belgic. 1f this be true, and itbe credited by the Emperor, it will certainly tend to weaken, and perhaps absolutely
to dissolve the connexion between England and Austria.

I communicated to you, intwo preceding letters, the application of Count Carlotti, minister from Tuscany, for
permission to visit the ynfortunale young princess, §¢. and the displeasure which that demand gave to the direc-
toire, who suspended his powers immediately, ordered him to leave the republic forthwith, and, finally, sent him,
by force, beyond its limits. It was apprehen&ed, by many, that this peremptory mode of proceeding would give
offence to the Grand Duke; the contrary, however, was the case: for, as soon as he heard of the transaction, he des-
patched another envoy to the directoire, to disavow the demand of Carlotti, and declare his respect for the French
Government, and such was the solicitude for his hasty departure, that he actually departed without the ordinary
credentials, bearing simply a letter of introduction from the Grand Duke himself. Thus, therefore, this business
has ended, without producing any injury to the French republic, whilstit is a proof of the energy of its councils, and
of its decision upon the delicate subject to which it refers.

On the 21st instant, being the anniversary of the execution of the late King, the members of the legislative corps
of the directoire, and "all public officers, took a new and solemn oath to support the constitution, or, rather, of
hatred to royalty. The directoire gave, on the same day, what is called a féte in the champ de Mars, where an
amphitheatre was erected, and from whence the President, surrounded by the other members, and all the ministers
of the Government, delivered an oration suited to the occasion, to a numerous audience. It seems to be the policy
of the existing Government to revive the zeal of the people in favor of the republic, and of the revolution; and mea-
sures of this kind are certainly well calculated to produce that effect.

P. S. Since writing the above, I have heard, through a channel that merits confidence, that the term of the truce
is prolonged, and which strengthens what I intimated above, that a_negotiation is depending with Austria. The
recent departure, too, of one of the Dutch ministers for Holland, after a conference with the directoire, and which
took place about the time the truce was, probably, prolonged, is a circumstance which I think proper to communi-
cate, since it gives cause to suspect, if a negotiation is depending, it treats for a general, and not a partial peace.

My, Monroe to the Secretary of State.
Paris, February 16th, 1796.

I think it my duty to state to you, and without delay, a communication made me yesterday by the minister
of foreign affairs, of a very interesting nature. I called to represent to him the distress of several of my country-
men, occasioned by the protest, at Hamburgh, of bills given them for supplies rendered the Government, and to
request his aid with the directoire to obtain them relief. ~This application was intended to harmonise with one that
was making informally by our consul general, with the directoire, and which was arranged, in 2 manner to present
the demands of the claimants before that body, in a forcible manner, and, at the same time, without wounding its
feelings. But, before I entered on this subject, my attention was called to another, méte important, and upon
which he seemed pleased with the opportunity of addressing me. He observed that the directoire had, at length.
made up its mind how to act, in regard to our treaty with England; that it considered the alliance between us as
ceasing to exist from the moment the treaty was ratified, and had, or should, appoint an envoy extraordinary to
attend and represent the same to our Government: that the person in view was known and esteemed in our country,
and who would be specially commissioned on this business, and whose commission would expire with it; that Mr,
Adet had asked and obtained his recall, but did not say whether any other minister would be appointed in his stead
for the present, though, as connected with Adet’s resignation, it is reported that Maret, lately returned from cap-
tivity in Austria, is to succeed him. The minister added some general observations on the treaty, tending to show
thatit was considered as throwing us into the scale of the coalesced powers, observing that he should hand me an
official note on this stbject, being ordered so to do by the directoire. Asno specific objection was stated, I could
make no specific reply. I expressed to him, however, my astonishment and concern at the measure spoken of, and
inculecated, in the short timeY remained with him, (for he was upon the point of going out) the propriety of candor
in the discussion of the treaty, in its several parts, and the benefit of temper in ll transactions with us, since we
were certainl{ their best friends. To this he made no answer, and whereupon I left him. I have since heard
nothing from him on the subject. I mean to see him, however, to-day, and, in case he permits me to act on the
communication as an official one, to demand an audience of the directoire, to_endeavor to divert it, if possible,
from the measure contemplated; of which, and of the business generally, I will write you again in a day or two,

BMy. Monroe to the Secretary of State.
Paris, February 20th, 1796.

Sitr: .
Immediately after my last, of the 16th of February, was concluded, I demanded, and had a conference with
the minister of foreign affairs, upon the communication given in that Jetter, i . .

I represented to him that the information he had given me, of the intention of the directoire to appoint an envoy
extraordinary to repair to the United States, to declare to our Government the dissatisfaction of this, in respect to
our treaty with Great Britain, had penetrated me with the deepest concern, because I feared, from a measure so
marked and conspicuous, the most serious ill consequences, both to them and to us. I stated to him that sucha

0
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mission was_calculated to make an impression in America, and throughout the world; net only that they were dis-
satisfied with us, but, that even the issue of war and peace was suspended on the issue of the mission; that their
and our enemies would rejoice at the event, whilst theirs and our friends would behold the spectacle with horror:
that the mission itself would place both republics in a new dilemma, and, from which, they could not both well extri-
cate themselves with honor; that something was due, in the opinion of the world, to the character of the mission—
its success must be brilliant, or the public would be disappointed, and this mightinduce them to insist on terms they
would not otherwise have thought of, and which would increase their mutual embarrassments; that, as soon_as the
mission nas known to foreign powers, they would commence theirintrigues to make it the means of separating uss
that all were interested in our separation, none in our union; and, that our separation was an evil to be deprecated
by both parties: that the success and terror of their arms might diminish the number of their active enemies, but, as
we had never confided in the friendship of any power butin that of France, so I was satisfied they had no real
friend exceimt America; that republics could never count upon the friendship of monarchies; if they did count upon
ilt they would be always deceived. Peace there might be, but peace and friendship did net always mean the same
thing.

[ observed further, that France had gained credit by her late conduct towards us. For whilst England had
seized our vessels, and harassed our trade, she had pursued an opposite, and more magnanimous policy; and which
had produced, and would continue to produce, a correspondent effect, by increasing our resentment against
England, and attachment to France. But as soon as the latter should assume an hostile or menacinv'de{mrtment
towards us, would this motive diminish, and the argument it furnished lose its force®? That by this, however,
I did not wish to be understood, as advising that well founded complaints, if such existed, or were thought
to exist, should be withheld: on the contrary, I was of opinion, they shoulﬁ be brought forward, as well to
obtaiu redress where it was wished, and could be given, as to make known, in 2 frank and friendly manner, the
sentiments_which each entertained of the conduct of the other, in case that were interesting to it. That on my
own part, I was always ready to enter into such explanations, when required, and would do it in the present
mstance with pleasure; since, by being possessed of our view of the subject, they would be better able to decide,
whether the complaint was well or ill founded, and of course how far it merited to be considered in that light. In
short, [ used every argument that occurred, to divert the Government from the measure proposed, assuring him,
in the most earnest manner, that I was satisfied it would produce no good effect to Frances on the contrary, that
it would produce much ill both to her and to us.

The minister replied, that France had much cause of complaint against us. independently of our treaty with
England, but that, by this treaty, ours with them was annihilated. That the directoire considered our conduct, in
these respects, as absolutely unfriendly to them, and, under which impression, that it was their duty so to repre-
sent it to us: that the mode which was proposed of making such representation had been deemed mild and respect-
ful, and as such ought_not to give offence. He admitted, however, that the objections I had stated against it were
strong and weighty with him, and that he would immediately make them known to the directoire, and by whor,
he doubted not, all suitable attention would be paid to them. Since this I have not seen him, but propose seeing
him again, either to-day or to-morrow, on this subject; and, after which, I will immediately apprize you of the state
in which it may be. :

This aftair has given me great concern, because if opens a new era upon us; and whose consequences, unless the
measure itself be prevented, may be of a very serious kind. I shall do every thing in my power to prevent it, and,
in any event, communicate to you, and with the utmost despatch, every incident that turns up connectes! with it

So far, my object has been to break the measure in question; and after which, if effected, I shall most proba-
bly be called on for explanations of the treaty complained of; and, in which case, I shall of course avail myself, in
the best manner possible, of those communications which have been heretofore received from your Department.

The Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States to the Minister of Foreign Affuirs.
Pawis, March 5, 1796.

Being informed by you that the executive directory considers the late treaty between the United States of Ame-
rica and Great Britain as derogating, in some respects, from the treaties of alliance and commerce subsisting be-
tween the two republics, and that your minister, who is about to depart hence for the United States, will be instructed
to represent the same to our Government, I have thought it my duty to ask an audience of the executive directory
upon that subject, not doubting that the explanations I shall be able to give thereon will make on that bedy an im-
pression sufficiently satisfactory to merit all its attention. Permit me, therefore, to request, citizen m nister, that
you will be so obliging as to obtain for me an audience from the executive directory upon that subject, at such time
48 may be most convenient for that body to receive me.

The Minister of Foreign Affuairs to the Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States of America.
Paris, 17th Ventose, (March 7th, 17196) 4th year of the republic.

I have the honor to inform you, citizen, that the executive directory will receive you to-morrow, the 18th in-
stant, at ten in the morning,
CH. DE LA CROIX.

Mr. Monroe to the Secretary of State.
Parys, March 10th, 1796.

I informed you, in my two last of the 16th and 20th ultimo, of a communication made me by the minister of
foreign affairs, that the directoire had resolved to send an envoy extraordinary to the United States, to remon-
strate against our late treaty with England, and of my efforts to prevent it; and I have now the pleasure to add that
I have reason to believe those efforts have been successful, the minister having assured me, in a late conference, that
the directory was disposed to accommodate in this respect, and to make its representations, on that subject, through
the ordinary channel. He repeated, however, upon this occasion, in terms equally strong with those he had used
before, the sense which, he said, the directory entertained of the injury done to France by that treaty, and upon
which explanations were expected, and would be sought. R

. Iasked him what were his objections to the treaty, to which he replied, as before, in geneval, rather than in pre-
cise terms; urging that thereby we had violated our treaties with France, and greatly to her injury in the present
war, I replied, that it was not admitted by our Government, that any, the slightest, deviation was made from our
treaties with this republic; nor ought it to be presumed, until it was shown that such was the case, especially as I
had before informed him, and now repeated my willingness to discuss that point, whenever he thought fit. He inti-
mated that I should certainly hear from him on the subject, and in time to receive a reply, and attend to any obser-
vations I chose to make on it, but being now before the directory, he could not well enter on itin the manner I pro~
Eosed. until he had the further orders of that body in that respect. Thus, therefore, the matter now stands, and I

ave only to repeat to you my assurance that I shall continue to pay to it all the attention it deservedly merits,
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"The state of affairs here has not varied essentially of late, either in the internal or in the external relations of the
republic. ‘The forced loan was less productive than it was expected to be, and of course the relief it gives must be
considered as partial, and temporary only. Noris any system yet adepted to supply what will be necessary, after
the amount thus raised is exhausted; though, as the subject is still under discussion, it is possible this may yet be
done, On the other hand, the directory, by means of the organization and police, seems to gain strength, and to
which a late measure has_essentially contributed. At the Pantheon, and other quarters, there were nightly meet-
ings of people, not inconsiderable in point of numbers, and who complained of various grievances, as they said, trom
the actual Government, and which ought, therefore, to be changed. ~ The directory had its eye upon those assem-
blages, and, as I hear, gained full proof that they were put in motion by foreign influence; and under the mask of
ﬁatrlotlsm, more effectually to promote the purpose of disorganization, and in consequence shut the doors of the”

ouses where they resorted. As many of those who were at the head of those meetings were active and ferocious
agents in the popular societies during the reign of terror, and were probably then moved by the same cause, this dis-
covery, if to be relied on, tends to throw great light upon the source to which the atrocities that were then practised
ought to be ascribed. Time, perhaps, and especially if the Revolution weathers the storms it has yet to encounter
will doubtless more fully unfold the real authors of those scenes, which were so frightful to humanity, and dlsgracefui
to x.r(xian; and that they may be discovered must be the wish of all those who are the friends of truth, wherever they
reside.

Prussia has, in the course of the winter, increased her force forty or fifty thousand men, and, it is said, exhibits a
menacingaspect towards Holland, though her minister continueshere, and is apparently well received. Spain, too, con-
tinues her military establishment as before the peace, and whose minister, Del Campo, is daily expected from England,
where he has long resided. The probable conjecture, with respect to Spain, is, that as she feared an attack from
England when she made her peace with France, so she finds it necessary to guard herself against it, by suitable pre-
cautions, till the war ends. Russia, it is believed, contemplates a blow against the Turks, in the hope now that
Poland is annihilated, France otherwise sufficiently occupied, and the other Powers in amity with the Empress, to
wrest Constantinople from the Porte, which has long been the object of her inordinate ambition.  On the other hand,
France seems to be collecting her forces together, and to exert every nerve her system admits of, in preparations for
the war; exhibiting to her enemies a countenance firm and independent, and announcing to the beholding nations
her resolution to conquer or to perish.

The Minister of Foreign Affuirs to the Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States of America.

Paris, 21 Ventose (11th March, 1796.)
4th year of the republic.

I address to you, citizen, a copy of a summary exposition of the complaints of the French republic against the
nited States of America. I often and very sincerely wish that your Government, better enlightened upon its true
interests, will be disposed te give us complete satisfaction.

CH. DE LA CROIX.

A summary exposition of the complaints of the French Government against the Government of the United States.

First compraiNr. The inexecution of treaties.

1. The courts of justice in the United States have taken, and continue daily to take, cognizance of prizes, which
our privateers conduct into_their ports, notwithstanding the express clause of the treaty, which prohibits it. Our
ministers have proposed different arrangements to put bounds to this usurpation; the Federal Government had itself
proposed measures in this respect: the first propositions were not accepted, an(i the last measures have fallen into
disuse. The disgusts, the delays, and the losses, which result to our marine from a like state of things, are palpable.
They almost deprive the republic of the advantage it ought to derive from this article of the treaty.

2. The admission of English vessels of war into the ports of the United States, against the express stipulation of
the 17th article of the treaty: that is to say, when they have made prizes upon the republic or its citizens. The
weakness with which the Federal Government yielded this point in the beginning, tended to increase the pretensions
of Great Britain; so that, at present, the ports of the United States have become a station for the squadron of
Admiral Murray, which for two years past has stationed there, to make excursions thence upon the American com-
merce, and destroy our property. This division carries its audacity even further, by conducting its prizes into those
ports. . . s . . .

3. The consular convention, which makes a part of our treaties, is equally unexecuted in two of its most impor-
tant clauses. The first, which grants to our consuls the right of J_udglm? exclusively all controversies which take
place between French citizens, has become illusory, from a defect in the law, which gives to our consuls the means
of executing their judgments. The consequences of this defect tend to annihilate the prerogatives of our consuls,
and by means thereof to injure essentially our merchants. The second gives to our consuls the right of arresting
our marine deserters. The inexecution of this part of the convention affects, beyond all expression, our maritime.
service, whilst our vessels are stationed in the American ports. The judges, charged by the law to deliver mandates
of arrest, have lately required the presentation of the original register of the equipage, in despite of the 5th article
of the treaty, which admits, in the tribunals of the two powers, copies certified by the consuls. Particular local
considerations oppose, in a thousand circumstances, the presentation of the original register; and under these cir-
cumstances, the sailors always make their escape.

4. The arrestation in the port of Philadelphia, in the month of August, 1795, of the captain of the corvette Cas-
sius, for an act committed by him on the high seas. This measure is contrary to the 19th article of the treaty of
commerce, which stipulates * that the commandants of public and private vessels shall not be detained in any man-
ner.” It violates, moreover, the right of nations, the most common;_ which puts the officers of public vessels under
the safeguard of their flag. "The United States had sufficient proof of the respect which the republic entertained for
them, to have counted upon its justice on this occasion. The captain has been imprisoned, though the consul of the
republic supported the action, and with difficulty has he been released. The corvette, though regularly armed at
the Cape by the General Lavaud, has been arrested (as it appears she still is) under the pretext that, eight months
before she sailed from Philadelphia, she was suspected of having been armed in that port.

Second coxprarvt. The impunity of the outrage made to the republic, in the person of its minister, the citizen Fau-
chet, by the English vessel, the Africa, in concert with the vice-consul of that nation.

The arrestation, in the waters of the United States, of the packet boat in which the minister sailed: the search
made in his trunks, with the avowed object of seizing }ns. person and his papers, merited an example. This insult
was committed on the first of August 1795, and after which this vessel (the Africa) blocked ur the rest of that
month, at Newport, the frigate Medusa of the republic; nor was that vessel ordered to depart, till after this frigate
had sailed, and which order was given for a new outrage committed against the United States, by a menacing letter;
and, for a participation in which fast insult, the exequatur of the English conrsul was withdrawn.

Third coxeraint. The treaty concluded in November, 1794, between the United States and Great Britain. It
would be easy to prove, that the United States, in that treaty, have sacrificed, knowingly and evidently, their con-
nexion with the republics; and the rights, the most essential and least contested, of neutrality.

1. The United States have not oniy departed from the principles that were consecrated by the armed neutrality,
during the war of their independence, but they have also given to England, to the injury of their first allies, a mark
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the most striking of a condescension, without limits, in abandoning the rule, which the rights of nations, their treaties
with all other Powers, and even the treaties of England with most of the maritime Powers, have given to contra-
band. To sacrifice, exclusively to this Power, the objects which are necessary for the equipment and construction
of vessels, is not this to depart evidently from the principles of neutrality? L

2. But they have even gone further. They have consented to extend the denomination of contraband even to
provisions. Instead of restricting it, as all treaties have done, to the case of an effective blockade of’ a port, as
forming the only exception to the complete freedom of this article, they have tacitly acknowledged the pretensions
of England to extend the blockade to our colonies, and even to France, by the force of a proclamation alone. This
abandenment of the independence of their commerce is incompatible with their neutrality, as Mr. Jefferson has ac-
knowledged, by his letter of the 7th September, to the minister plenipotentiary of the United States at Landon, upen
the subject of the order of the 8th June, 1793. After this confession, after, above all, the tyrannical edicts ofthe King of
Great Britain, whereby the commerce, as well as the national honor of the United States have suffered so much, there
was reason to hope a different result from the negotiation of Mr. Jay. _ Itisevident, by the clause which limits the con~
tinuance of this desertion of neutrality to the term of this war, that Mr. Jay did not hesitate to sacrifice our colonies
to Great Britain during the continuance of these hostilities, by which their lot will be decided. It is submitted to
Mr. Monroe to judge, 1n what point these concessions accord with the obligation, by which the United States have
contracted to defend our colonial possessions, and with the duties, not less sacred, which the great and inestimable
benefits they derive from their commerce with those islands bind them to observe.

CH. DE LA CROIX. -

Mr. Monroe fo the Minister of Foreign Affairs.

Paris, March 15th, 1796.

I was lately honored with your note of the 19th Ventose, (March 9th) objecting to several of the measures of our
Government, that have occurred in the course of the present war, and to which, I presume, I shall herein render
you a satisfactory answer. For this purpose I shall pursue in reply the order you have observed, in stating those
objections; and, according to the light I have on the subject, give to each the answer it requires.

These ohjections are comprised under three distinct heads, a summary of which I will kirst expose, that my reply
to each may be better understogd.

First. Your first complaint is, that we have failed to execute our treaties with you, and in the following respects:

1. By submitting to our tribunals the cognizance of prizes brought into our ports by your_ privateers. 2. By
admitting English vessels of war into our ports, against the stipulation of the seventeenth article of our treaty of
commerce, even after such vessels had taken prizes from you, and in some cases with their prizes. 3. By omitting
to execute the consular convention in two of 1ts most important clauses; having failed to provide, as you suggest,
snitable means for carrying those clauses into effect; the first of which secures to_your consuls within the Ifnited
States, the exclusive jurisdiction of all controversies between French citizens; and the second, the right to pursue,
and recover, all mariners who desert from your vessels. 4. By suffering, in the port of Philadelphia, the arrestation
of the captain of the corvette Cassius, for an act committed by him on the high sea, and which you say is contrary
to the nineteenth article of the treaty of commerce, which stipulates, that the commandants of public and private
vessels shall not be detained in any manner;” and the rights of nations, which put such officers under the protection
of their respective flags: and by likewise suffering the arrestation of that corvette, though armed at Cape Francois,
upon the pretext that she was armed in the United States. . . . ,

Second. Your second complaint states, that an outrage, which was made to this republic, in the person of its
minister, the citizen Fauchet, by an English vessel (the Africa)in_concert with an English consul,in arresting,
within the jurisdiction of the United States, the packet boat in which he had embarked, searching his trunks, and
afterwards remaining within the waters of those States for near a month, to watch the movement of the frigate in
which he finally sailed, was left unpunished; since you urge, that the measures which were taken by our Govern-
ment, in regard fo that vessel, and the consul, were not taken in a suitable time to remedy the evil, and were pro-
duced by a subsequent outrage, and of a very different kind.

Third._ Your third and last complaint applies to our late treaty with England; which you say, not only sacrifices,
in favor of that Power, our treaty with France, but departs from that line of impartiality which, as a neutral nation,
we were bound to observe. Particular exemplifications are given of this charge in your note, and which I shall
particularly notice when I come to reply to it. i . . .

This is a summary of your complaints, and to each of which I will now give a precise, and, I flatter myself, a
satisfactory answer.

First. Of the inexgcution of our treaties with this republic, and of the first example given of it: ¢ The submis-
sion to our tribunals of the cognizance of prizes brought into our ports by your privateers.”

Permit me, in reply to this charge, to ask whether you insist, as a general principle, that cur tribunals are in-
hibited the right of taking cognizance ofith_e validity of your prizes, in all cases; or are there esceptions to it? As
a general principle, without exception, I think it cannot be insisted on; because examples may be given, under it,
of possible cases, which prove it cannot b so construed and executed, without an encroachment upon the inherent
an(ll)0 unalienable rights of sovereignty in both nations, which neither intended to make, nor does the treaty warrant.
Suppose, for instance, a prize was taken within our jurisdiction; not upon the high seas, nor even at the entrance
or mouths of those great rivers and bays, which penetrate and fertilize our countrys but actually in the interior, and
at the wharf of some one of our cities.” Is this a case over which our tribunals, or some other branch of our Govern-
ment, have no right to take cognizance? Do you conceive, that the true import of the treaty imposes upon us, and
likewise upon you in turn, the obligation thus to abandon, as a theatre of warfare, in which you bear no part, the
intericr police of your country? Can it be done consistently with the dignify or the rights ‘of sovereignty? Or,
suppose the privateer which took the prize and led it into port was fitted out within the United States, the act being
unauthorized by treaty; could we tolerate this, and refuse the like liberty to the other nation at war, without de-
parting from that line of neutrality we ought to cbserve? You well know that those rights which are secured by
treaties form the only preference in a neutral port, which a neutral nation can give to either of the parties at wars
and if these are transcended, that the nation so acting makes itself a party to the war; and, in consequence, merit§
to be considered and treated as such, These examples prove that there are some exceptions to the general princi-

le; and perhaps there are others which do not occur to me at present. Are then the cases in question, and which
orm the basis of your complaint, within the scale of these exceptions? If they are, and I presume they are, I am
persuaded you will concur with me in the opinion, that the complaint is unfounded; and that we have only done
our duty—a duty we were bound to perform, as well from a respect to our rights as a sovereign and free people, as
1o the integrity of our character; being a neutral party in the present war.
_ You will observe that I admit the principle, if a prize was taken upon the high sea by a privateer fitted out with-
in the republic, or its dominions, that, in such case, our courts have no right to take cognizance of its validity. But
is any case of this kind alleged? I presume none is or can be shown.

2. The second article in this charge, of failing to execute our treaties with this republic, states, that, in contraven-
tion with the seventeenth article of the treaty of commerce, we have admitted British vessels into our ports; even
such as have taken prizes from you, and, in some cases, with their prizes. The article referred to stipnlates the
right for your vessels of war, and privateers, to enter our ports with their prizes, and inhibits that right to your ene-
mies; it does not stipulate that the vessels of war belonging to your cnemies shall not enter; but simply that they
shall not enter with their prizes. 'This latter act, therefore, is, I presume, the subject of your complaint, Here,
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too, it only stipulates, that, in case such vessels enter your or our ports, proper measures shall be taken to compel
them to retire as soon as possible.  Whether you were rightly informed with respect to the fact is a point upon
which I cannot decide, as I know nothing about it. Our coast is extensive, our harbors numerous, and the distress
of the weather may have forced them in: or they may have entered wantonly, and in contempt of the authority of
the Government. Many outrages have been committed upon us by that nation in the course of the present war, and
this may likewise be of the catalogue. But I will venture to affirm, that no countenance was given by our Govern-
ment to those vesgels, whilst they were there; and that all suitable means were taken to compel them to retire, and
without delay. You know we have no fleef, and how difficult it is, without one, to execute a stipulation of this
kip(li, with that promptitude which your agents in our country, ardent in your cause, and faithful to your interest,
might expect.

3. The third article under this head states, that we have omitted to execute the eonsular convention in two of
its most important clausess the first of which secures to the consuls of each, in the ports of the other, the exclusive
jurisdiction of controversies between their own citizens; and the second of which gives to the consuls a right to re-
cover such mariners as desert from the vessels of their respective nations.

Upon the first_point, the supposed incompetency of the law, provided on our part, to execute the judgments of
your consuls within our jurisdiction, I ¢an only say, that as no particular defect is stated, so no precise answer can
be given to the objection. And upon the secoud, which states that the judges charged by our laws to issue warrants:
for arresting such of your mariners as desert from their vessels, have latterly required, and against the spirit of the
treaty, the presentation of the original registers of the vessels to which they belonged, as the ground whereon to is-
sue those warrants, I have to observe that, by the clause in question, (the ninth article) the original seems 10 be re-
quired; and that the copies spoken of in another part of the treaty, (the fifth article) obviously apply to other objects,
and not to this, More fully, however, to explain to you the conduct of our Government upon this subject, permit
me here to add an extract from our law, passed on the 9th of April, 1792, expressly to carry into effect the conven-
tion in question, and which applies to both cases. ‘

¢¢The district judges of the United States shall. within their respective districts, be the competent judges for the
purposes expressed in the ninth article of the said convention; and it shall be incumbent on them to give aid to the
consuls and vice-consuls of France, in arresting and securing deserters from the vessels of the French nation, accord-
ing to the tenor of the said article. And where, by any article of the said convention, the consuls and vice-consals of
France are entitled to the aid of the competent executive officers of the country, in the execution of any precept, the
wmarshals of the United States, and their deputies, shall, within their respective districts, be the competent officers,
and shall give their aid, according to the tenor of the stipulations.” By this extract you will clearly perceive,
that it was not the intention of our Government to frustrate or embarrass the esecution of this treaty: on the con-
trary, that it was its intention to carry it into full effect, according to its true intent and meanings and that it has
done so, so far as could be done by suitable legal provisions.

It may hereafter be deemed a subject worthy consideration, whether the first of these clauses in that convention
had not better be expunged from it. The principle of a foreign court established within any country, with jurisdic-
tion independent of that country, cannot well be reconciled with any correct idea of its sovereigaty: nor can it ex-
ercise its functions without frequent interference with the authorities of the country; and which naturally occasions
strife and discontent between the two Governments. These, however, are not the only objections to the measure,
though with me they are unanswerable. Under circumstances the most favorable, it were difficult for these con-
sular tribunals to serve their process, and execute their judgments; a limited jurisdiction to a town or village only
admits of it. In the United States, therefore, and in France, where the territory is immense, and the number of
citizens of each country in the other considerable, as is now the case, it becomes impossible. Many of these, in each
country, dwell perhaps in the interior, and not within one hundred leagues of any consul of their nation; how com-
pel their attendance before him? How execute the judgment afterwards? For the tribunal of one country to call
In the aid of the officers of another, to execute its decrees or judgments, is an institution at least objectionable; but
to send those officers round the country, through the range of one hundred leagues, is more so.

Permit me, then, to ask, what are the motives, on your or our part, for such an institution? In what respect are
you or we interested, that your or our consuls should have the exclusive jurisdiction of controversies between your
and our citizens, in each othet’s country? Why not submit those controversies, in common with all others, to the
tribunals of each nation? Some considerations in favor of the institution, it is true, occur; but yet they are light
‘:11(1(1 trifling, when compared with the numerous and strong objections that oppose it. So much, however, by way of

igression.

° 4. Your fourth and last example, under this head, states, that the captain of the corvette Cassius was arrested in
Philadelphia, for an act committed on the high sea, contrary, as you suggest, to the nineteenth article of the treaty
of commerce, which sti‘rulates, ¢ That the commandants of vessels, public and private. shull not be detained in any
manner whatevers” aud of well known rights of nations, which put the officers of public vessels under the safeguard
of their respective flags; and that the said corvette was likewise seized, thuugh armed at the Cape, upon the pre-
text that she was armed some time before in Philadelphia.

As you have not stated what the act was, with the commission whereof the captain was charged, I can, of course,
give no explanation on that head. Satisfied, however, I am, that if the crime was of a nature to authorise our courts
to take cognizance of it, he would not be exempted from their jurisdiction by the article of the treaty in question;
since that article, as you perceive, was intended to establish a general principle in the intercourse between the two
countriess to give a privilege 1o the ships of war of each, to enter and retire from the ports of the others and not to
secure, in favor of any particular delinquent, an immunity for crimes: nor, in my opinion, does the law of nations
admit of*a different construction, or_give any other protection. I am happy, however, to hear that he is released,
since it furnishes an additional proof fhat the whole transaction was a judicial one; regular, according to the course
of our law, and mingling nothing in it, in any view, that ought to give offence here.

With respect to the seizure of the corvette, upon the pretext that she was armed in Philadel phia, I have only to
say, that, if she was armed there, it was the duty of our Government to seize her; the right to arm not being stipu-
lated by treaty. And if that was alleged upon sufficient testimony, as [ presume was the case, there was no other
way of determining the question than by an examination into it, and, in the interim, preventing her sailing. It
would be no satistaction to the other party to the war, for us to examine into the case after she was gone, provided
the decision was against her: on the contrary, such conduct would not only expose us to the charge of committing a
breach of neutrality, but of likewise doing it collusively.

Second. Your second complaint states an outrage that was committed, by a British ship, upon your minister, the
citizen Fauchet, in concert with a British consul, in boarding the packet in which he embarked, opening his trunks,
&c. within the waters of the United States, and remaining there afterwards to watch the movements of the frigate
in which he sailed; and which you say was not resented, as it ought to have been, by our Government: since you
add, the measures which were taken by it, in regard to that vessel, and the consul, were the effect of another and
subsequent outrage. ’

The punishment which was inflicted by our Government upon the parties who committed that outrage, by revo-
king the exequatur of the council, and ordering that all supplies should be withheld from the vessel; aslikewise that
she should forthwith depart from the waters of the United States, was, I think you will admit, an adequate one for
the offence. €ertain it is, that, as we have no fleet, it was the only oue in our power to inflict; and that this punish-
ment was inflicted in consequence of that outrage, you will, I presume, likewise admit, after you have perused the
act of the President upon that subject, a copy of which I herewith transmit to you; and by which you will perceive,
that there was no distinct outrage offered to the United States, upon that occasion, by the parties in question; but
that both the one and the other act (the attempt made upon the packet boat in which your minister bad embarked,
by the captain of a British ship of war, and which constituted the first; and the writing of an insolent letter, by
the same captain, to the Governor ot the State of Rhode Island, in concert with the British consul there, and which
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constituted the second) were only several incidents to the same transaction, forming together a single offence; and
for which that punishment was inflicted on those parties,

I think proper here to add, as a further proof that the President was neither inattentive to what was due to your
rights upon that occasion, ner to the character of the United States, that he gave orders to our minister at London,
to complain formally to that Government of that outrage; and to demand of it such satisfaction upon the parties, as
the nature of the insult required; and which has, doubtless, either been given, or is still expected.

Third. Your third and last complaint applies to our late treaty with England; and which, you say. has sacri-
ficed, in favor of that Power, our connexion with France, and the rights of neutrality the most common.

1. In support of this charge yon observe, that we have not only departed from the principles of the armed neu-
trality adopted in the course of the last war, but have abandoned, in favor of England, the limits which the rights
of nations and our own freaties with all other Powers, and even England in her treaties with many other Powers,
have given to contraband.

2, That we have alsc consented that provisions should be deemed contraband, not when destined to a blockaded
port only, as should be the case, but in all cases, by tacitly acknowledging the pretensions of Euvgland, to place at
pleasure and by preclamation, not only your islands, but even France herself in that dilemma.

The principles of the armed neuntrality set on foot by the Empress of Russia, in harmony with the other neutral
Powers, at the time you mention, and acceded to by all the Powers then at war against England, are extremely
dear to us; because they are just in themselves, and in many respects very important to our welfare: we insert
them in every treaty we make with those Powers who are willing to adopt them; and our hope i3, that they will
soun become universal. But even in the war of which you speak, and when the combination against England was
most formidable, and the maritime Powers being arranged against her, you well know that she never acceded to
them. How compel her, then, upon the present occasion, when that combination was not only broken, but many of
the Powers, then parties to it, and against England, were now enlisted on her side, in support of her principles?
You must be sensible that, under these circumstances, it was impossible for us to obtain from that Power the re-
cognition of those principles; and that, of course, we are not culpable for having failed to accomplish that object.

I regret also, that we did not succeed in obtaining from that Power, a more liberal scale of contraband, than was
obtained: for, as our articles of exportation are chiefly articles of the first necessity, and always in great demand
here, and every where else, it was equally an object of importance to enlarge the freedom of commérce in that
respect, by diminishing the fist of contraband. Perhaps no nation on the globe is more interested in this object,
than we are. But here, too, the same difficulty occurred, that had in the preceding case; and it was in consequence
deemed expedient, for the time, to_relinquish a point we could pot obtain; suffering the ancient law of natious to
remain unchanged in any respect. Is it urged, that we have made any article contraband that was not so before,
by the known and well established law of nations; which England had not a right to seize by that law, and did not
daily seize, when they fell in her way? This cannot be urged, because the factis otherwise: for, although we have
not ameliorated the law of nations in that respect, yet cerfainly we have not changed it for the worse; and which
alone could give you just cause of complaint. R

With respect to the objection stated to a clause in the 18th article of the treaty with England, which presumes
we are thereby prohibited bringing provisions from the United States to France, I have only to add, that no such
prohibition is fo be found in it, or other stipulation which changes the law of nations in that respect: on the contrary,
that article leaves the law of nations where it was before; authorizing the seizure in those cases only, whepe such
provisions are contraband “by the existing law of nations,” and according to our construction, when carrying to a
blockaded port; and in which case rmyment is stipulated; but in no respect is the law of nations changed, or any
right iivﬁntto thel British to seize other than they had before; and such, I presume, you will agree, is the true im-

rt of that article.
po You will observe, by the article in question, that when our provisions destined for a blockaded port are seized,
though by the law of nations subject to confiscation, they are nevertheless exempted from it; and the owners of suc
provisions entitled to the payment of their value. Surely this stipulation cannot tend to discourage my countrymen
from adventuring with provisions into the ports of this republic; nor in any other respect prevent their enterprizes
heve: on the contrary, was it not probable, thatit would preduce the opposite effects; since, thereby, the only penalty
which could deter them, that of confiscation, in the case above mentioned, was completely done away?

‘Thus, citizen minister, I have answered, according to the views of our Government, and the light I have upon
the subject, the objections you have stated against several of its measures adopted in the course of the present war;
and I hope to your satisfaction. That any occurrence should take place in the annals of the republics, which gave
cause for suspicion, that you doubted, in any degree, our sincere and affectionate attachment to your welfare, is a
circumstance that cannot otherwise than give pain to our Government and our people. That these, however, should
be removed by a fair and candid examination of your complaints, on both sides, is the best consolation that such an
occurrence can admit of, _If, by my feeble efforts, I contribute in any degree to promote that end, and preserve the
harmony and affection which have solong subsisted between us, and, I trust will always subsist, be assured that I
accomplish an object the most grateful to my feelings that I can posmbiy acconiplish.

)

Mr. Monroe to the Secretary of State.
Paris, March 25th, 1796.

Finding (rom the communication of the minister of foreign affairs, that the character of the mission about to
be despatched for the United States, and its objects, were still before the directoire, and fearing that the ulterior
communication promised by the minister, would be made at such a time, as would render it impossible for me to
produce any effect on the measure itself (if indeed, in any case it were so) I deemed it my duty, and accordingly
demanded an audience of the directoire on that subject; stating the information already received from the minister
thereon, as the basis or motive of that demand. An audience was granted, and in consequence I attended the di-
rectoire on the 8th instant, in full council, assisted by the minister of foreign affairs, and the minister of marine.
As I had demanded the audience, it becamne necessary for me to open the subject, and which I did, by stating what
the minister had informed me of their dissatisfaction with our treaty with Eugfand, and some other of our mea-
sures that had oceurred during the present war; and respecting which it was contemplated to make some represen-
tation to our Government by their minister who was about to depart for the United States. [ told them, that unless
1 knew distinctly what thelr complaints were, it was impossible for me to refute, or even answer them: that I did
not come there to ask from that body such exposition, for the purpose of discussing the subject with it, because I
knew it was against rule: that I wished, however, the directoire would cause the minister of foreign affairs to lay
open those complaints to me, receive my answer, and enter into a full discussion of them; and in the interim, that
it would suspend any decision, in regard to the merit of those complaints, or of the mission spaken of, until the
result of that discussion was’ before it: that the discussion itself could not otherwise than throw light on the sub-
Ject, and in the degree, promote the interest of both countries, so far as that might be affected by their decision in
the case in question. The directoire replied, that nothing was more reasonable than my demand, and that it should
be complied with. Some general observations were then made by that body, upon the subject of its complaints,
and to which I made the answers that occurred at the time, dissipating its doubts in one or two cases at once, and
particularly, with respect to the countenance it heard was given in the United States to their emigrants, by stating,
that we received all Frenchmen who visited us, as friends: that we did not, nor conld we, discriminate” between
them generally, on account of their political principles, because we did not know what their principles were: that
we saw in them all, the people of a nation to which we were much attached for services rendered us by it in the
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day of our difficulties, and treated them accordingly: and with respect to the President, that he had given orders,
that certain distinguished emigrants, otherwise in some respect entitled to attention, but known to_be obnoxious
here, should, on that account, be excluded his public hall, which was open to all other persons. Several of the
members of the directoire reciprocated, with great earnestness, professions of friendship for us, assuring me, at the
same time, that no step should be taken in the business in question, but upon due deliberation, and after the dis-
cussion I had asked should be finished, and my arguments fully weighed; and thus I left them.

I shall transmit to you, as soon as it is closed, the result of the communications which may pass between the
minister and myself; and I doubt not, the discussion will produce a favorable effect. I shall certainly avail myself
of all the lights within my reach, to do justice to a cause of so much importance to my country.

Upon some misunderstanding with the directoire, Pichegru has sent in_his resignation, and obtained his dismis-
sion; an event that must be deemed unfortunate to the republic, as he is, doubtless, a man of great talents and in-
tegrity. Clairfait has done the same thing with the Emperor; so that the account of folly between the two
Governments is fairly balanced.

‘The finances here continue in derangement, and which is not likely to be remedied by a late act, calling in the
assignats, and issuing, in their stead, a species of [paper called mandats, founded on the national domains, with the
right in the holder of that paper to take property for it, where he likes, and where he pleases, at the ancient value.
This project resembles a bar_xﬁ whose stock consists of, and whose credit of course depends on,land; and which,
as 1i)%‘never succeeded well in the lands of individuals, will, most probably, never succeed well in the lands of the
public.

I herewith transmit you extracts of two letters lately received from Mr. Barlow, and which I do with a view
of giving you every information that comes to my knowledge upon the interesting topic on which they treat.

Mr. Monroe to the Secrefary of State.

Parrs, May 2d, 1796.

Y informed you in my last, of the 25th of March, that I was promised by the directoire, in an audience I had
obtained of that body, that the minister of foreign affairs should state to me such objections as were entertained by
this Government, to certain measures of our own, and, in the interim, that no step should be taken, under the ex-
isting impression, nor until my reply was received, atd fully weighed; and I have now the pleasure to transmit to
you the result of the communication which afterwards took lEolace between the minister and myself on that subject.

I do not know what effect my reply has had upon the mind of the directoire, because it was only sent in a few days
since. I shall endeavor to ascertain this, if possible, and in case I do, will immediately afterwards apprize you of 1t.
* * * * * * * * * *

The campaign was lately opened on the side of Italy, by a suite of three brilliant victories obtained in the space
of a few days, by the French under Bonaparte, over the Austrians, commanded by Beaulieu, and in which the
latter lost, in slain, about five thousand men, and in prisoners, between eight and ten thousand. The road is now
open to Turin, whither it is thought the French are pressing. On the Rhiue, however, the armies are still inactives
and frem which circumstance, some persons conjecture that a negotiation is still depending with the Emperor, and
+will, doubtless, if such is the case, be essentially aided, on the part of France, by these late victories. The Ven-
dée war was lately greatly checked;fo say no more, by the total dispersion of the troops gathered there, in opposi-
tion to the Government, and the apprehension and execution of Charette and Stofflet, the two principal chiets who
heretofore headed it; and subsequent circumstances favor the idea that rebellion there is laid more prostrate than
it was at any preceding period, since it began. But such has been the varied fortune of that extraordinary war,
and so often has it revived after it was_supposed to be toially extinguished, that appearances, however strong, are
not to be too much confided in, nor can it well be pronounced at an end, until the Revolution itself is_closed.

I send you herewith an extract of a letter from Mr. Barlow, from Algiers, just received, and which will, per-
haps, give you the latest intelligence from that quarter.

Mr. Monroe to the Secretary of State.

Panis, May 25th, 1796.

Since my last, of the 2d instant, I have heard nothing from this Government upon the subject communicated to
you in that and several of my preceding letters; and which had been discussed by the minister of foreign affairs and
myself, as was shown by the papers transmitted in my last. Nor have I understood, through any other channel,
that any decision is taken on that subject. _I flatter myself, therefore, that I shall hear nothing further onit. As
yet, however, no successor is appointed to Mr. Adet, according to his own request; and who remains, of course,
the locum tenens until one is appointed. I mention this circumstance, because as such an appointment was con-
templated, when that discussion commenced, and was probably delayed by it, so nothing can be satisfactorily
inferred, at least for the present, of the final decision of the directory, upon the topic in discussion, until that
of the appointment is likewise resumed and settled. L

1 was lately favored with yours of the 7th of January, communicating the correspondence which took place be-
tween the President and the minister of France, when the latter presented the flag which was voted by the Conven-
tion; as likewise the resolations of both Houses of Congress on the same subject, with the letter of the President to
the directory in consequence thereof, which letter you desired me to deliver without delay. Accordingly, the day
after I received it I waited on the minister of foreign affairs, and ﬁ_resented the letter to him, with a request_that
he would deliver it to the directory as soon as possible; and to which communication I have since received the
reply, of which I herewith send you a copy. . ] . .

"There was lately announced by the directory to the council of five hundred, the discovery of a conspiracy against
the Government; whose avowed object was to overthrow the present constitution, and establish that of 1793 m its
stead. The details furnished exhibit a project, which sought to marshal one description of patriots against another;
the leaders of the innovating party differing from the established order, by the greater fervor of their zeal; and
offering as an allurement to the poor, and in support of their interests, the free pillage of the wealthy. Fortunately,
however, the project was discovered in good time, by the directory, and crushed in embryo. What its real object
was, who were its real authors, and how many were comprised in it, time will doubtless disclose, Perhaps the
trial of Drouet, 2 member of the five hundred, lately a prisoner in Austria, and who is accused of being a principal
in it, will throw light on the subject in both views, X

"The discovery of this plot excited anew the jealousy of this Government against foreigners, some of whom were
suspected of having an agency in it; and which subjected our countrymen, in common with those of other Powers,
1o some trouble. The foreign ministers were, in consequence, called on for a list of their countrymen here, with
the business of each respectively; which I have given, and by which, I presume, permission to remain will be ob-
tained for all those who are American citizens. .

The success of the French troops in Italy, whereby the Austrian and Sardinian armies were completely routed,
in several severe conflicts, and with great loss to the Austrians, has already obtained for the republic a very advan-
tageous peace with Sardinia; by which the King has not only abandoued the coalition, but ceded forever to France
Savoy and Nice; and even put himselfin effect, for the residue of the war, under the protection of the French republic.
The papers forwarded will give you the details of this event, as likewise of the provisional treaty which ensued with



1797.] FRANCE. 737

Parma. It is generally admitted that the road to Rome is opened; and said, that the Pope is so sensible of this,
that he has oftered to the directory, among other inducements, to use his apostolic authority to aptpease the dis-
contents in the Vendée, and reconcile the disaffected there to the republic, in case they will spare him, for the present,
the houor of a visit. A winister or ministers are reported to be on their way from Naples; so that it is probable
some adjustment will likewise soon be made with that Power. Beaulieu, with the residue of the Austrian army,
has retreated beyond Milan, to the heights between the lake De Garda and Mantua, a strong position, and noted as
being turmerly occupied by Prince Eugene; whither, too, he was pursued by Bonaparte, who now keeps himin
check, or rather invests him there, Eftorts are making by both Governments, to send to both their armies rein-
forcements; so that, perhaps, until they arrive, the final fate of those armies will not be settled.
I enclose you some letters just recetved from Mr. Barlow, at Algiers, and am, &c.

My, Monroe to the Secretary of State.
Paris, June 12th, 1796.

1 have the pleasure to inform you, that in a late informal conference with one of the members of the directoire,
I was advised by him, that the directoire had done nothing in regard to us, upon the subject communicated to you
in several of my preceding letters; and that he presumed they would do nothing upon thatSubject. I trust, there-
fore, that their cuunsels are thus settled upon this interesting topic, and -that I shall hear nothing further from them
on it. But should they take a different turn, of which at present there is no particular symptom (for the probabili
of such a course was greatest in the commencement, and whilst the first impressions were at their height) I shall
not fail to apprise you of it, and without delay. As yet no successor is appointed to Mr. Adet; nor can I say what
the intention of his Government is in that respect. 1 presume, however, upon the authority of the above communi-
cation, that in case one is appointed, it will be merely in consequence of Mr. Adet’s request; and be of course only
an ordinary official measure, of no particular importance to us.

As yet none of our countrymen have been compelled to leave Paris, under the late decree, respecting foreigners,
and which was occasioned by the late conspiracy. Whether they will or not is uncertain; for the directory, in
executing the power granted it by the decree, have authorized none to stay of any nation, for whose good condunct
their respective ministers have not made themselves personally responsible. I could not discriminate between my
countrymen, by admitting some, and rejecting others; but did every thing in my power to obtain an exemption for
all. I'send you copies of my letters upon that subject to the minister of foreign affairs, and ta which I have yet
received no official or definitive answer.

The truce was lately terminated by the Emperor, in the manner prescribed by the conveation which formed it,
which stipulated, that it should cease after the expiration of ten days, upon notice given by either party; and im-
mediately afterwards the campaign was opened by the French, and with the same success, at least to a certain de-
gree, as attended their efforts in ftaly. In two rencounters between considerable divisions of the army of the Sambre
and Meuse and the Austrians, on the right of the Rhine, the former have gained complete victories; taken in the
first, (excluding the killed and wounded) about two thousand four hundred prisoners, and in the second, about three
thousand, exclusive of the killed and wounded. In ltaly, two new victories have been gained, and by which Beau-
lieu was torced to retreat through the Venetian territory to the Tyrol, leaving the French masters of that country.
I send you the papers which give you the details, and am, &ec.

The Secretary of State to Mr. Dlonroe.

DEepARTMENT OF STATE, June 13, 1796.

Sir:
I have to acknowledge the receipt of your several letters of November 5th, December 6th and 22d, 1795, and
of January 26th, February 16th and 20th, and March 10th and 25th, 1796. -

On a full consideration of the case of the consul at Hamburg, the President has determined to make a change,
as soon as a proper person can be found to supply the place of Mr. Parish; the substitute, if possible, will be an
American citizen. The minister of the French republic has lately presented the complaints of the French direc-
tory concerning that consul; copies of Mr. Adet’s letter and my answer you will find enclosed.

With regard ro the armed vessel "called Le Cassius, about which the directory have made the representation
which you enclosed, a full statement shall be prepared for your information; at present I will ouly remark, that she
i the same vessel which, under the name of T.es Jumeaux, was fitted out in the port of Philadelphia, in direct vio-
Jation of the laws of the United States. 'This fact has been established by legal process; the agent who fitted her
having been convicted of the oftence in the circuit court. On her return to this port from the West Indies, she was
known to be the same vessel, with a new name. Some Philadelphia merchants, whose vessel had been captured by
Le Cassius, had her attached by the usual process of that court, and she remains in the custody of the marshal,
awaiting the court’s decision. If the property of the vessel had not been changed (and that it has been changed is
yet to be legally proved) she would certainly be forfeited—forfeiture being the penalty of the law, one half o the
use of the prosecutors. ~The alleged change of property gives rise to a_question which the judiciary must decide.
"The process has been issued at the suit of private persons, not by the Government; and you know that the Execu-
tive cannot take the vessel from the cognizance of the judiciary. This has been repeatedly and fully explained,
marE' months since, to Mr. Adet. 4 L

ut the principal matter which now demands attention is, what concerns the late treaty between the United
States and Great Britain, i i

Of the views of the Government of the United States on this subject, you have long since been possessed, as well
before as subsequent to its ratification. These views were communicated to you for the sole purpose of furnishing
you with the means of removing objections and dispelling jealousies. By your own representations both objections
and jealousies existed. Ithas, therefore, been a_ matter of no small surprise to the President, that, during so long a
period, you contented yourselt merely with having those means in your possession, without applying them to the
object for which they were transmitted. ) , . )

As early as October last, you predicted that if Mr. Jay’s treaty should be ratified, it would excite great discon-
tent in France. Karly in November, you mentioned the arrival of Mr. Fauchet, extremely dissatistied with the
treaty; adding, that he was well received, and would therefore be attended to. On the 6th of December, you
acknowledge the receipt of my letter of September 12th, written subsequently to the ratification of the treaty, to
repeat and further explain the principles and views of the Government concerning it. Mr. Adet’s objections to the
treaty, and their refutation, accompanied my letter; and with such means in your hands—means amply sufficient
to vindicate the conduct of the United States—not less regret than surprise is excited, that no attempt was made to
apply them to the highly important use for which they were sent. Although you anticipated discontents; although
the symptoms of discontent appeared; although these symptoms, unattended to and unallayed, might increase to an
inflammation; and Mr. Fauchet’s arrival, with all his dissatisfaction and prejudices about him, would assuredly add
to the nvitations yet you were silent and inactive, until, on the 15th of February, you were alarmed by the project
of the directory. accidentally communicated to you by the minister of foreign affairs, of sending to this country
an envoﬁ extraordinary, to represent to our Government their decision concerning the treaty with Great Britaing
* that they considered the treaty of alliance between us as ceasing to exist, from the moment the treaty was rati-
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fied.” Your letter of the 20th of the same month describes your second interview with the minister, on the pro-
ject of sending an envoy extraordinary, and the reasons you urged to dissuade them from it were certainly very
cogent. Your letter of the 10th of March informs us that the project was laid aside; and your letter of the 25th of
March, that you had had an audience of the directory on the subject, and that they had agreed to suspend their
proposed extraordinary mission, until the points in question should be discussed between you and the minister for
foreign affairs, The result of this andience appears satisfactory; and, from the good effect produced by the partial
explanations then given, may be calculated the happy consequences of the fuﬁ communications which might have
been made, and which for so long a time youn had possessed the means of making, in vindication of the measures of
the Government you represent. That these were not made—that they had not been made even so late as the 25th
of March, is again to be extremely regretteds because the justice, the honor, and the faith of our country were ques-
tioned, and, consequently, their most important interests were at stake. i .

It is painful to dwell on this subject. You have here the sensations of the President in relation to the line of
conduct you have pursued. He trusts the explanations you proposed have now been given—that they have been
full and satisfactory to the French Government. It is unnecessary to add that if, by any possibility, they should
not have been given, the President expects they will no longer be withheld. If personal interviews are difficult to
be obtained, a written communication may, at any time, be made, and the latter is evidently the most eligible mode;
it is the mode which the President expressly desires may be adopted, and that a complete copy of the communica-
tion may be transmitted to this office.

‘ I have the honor to be, &c.
TIMOTHY PICKERING,

My. Monroe to the Secretary of State.

Paris, June 28th, 1795,

After my last of the 12th instant, I flattered myself that I should hear nothing further from this Government
upon the subject of our late treaty with England; but find that in this respect I was disappointed; having since_
received from the minister of foreign affairs a letter upon that subject, and of which I herewith forward you 2 copy,
as likewise of the answer I made to it. It is probable that this act of the minister proceeds from himself, and not
from the directoire; since it is presumable, from the intimation heretofore given me by a very respectable anthority
(which ¥ communicated to you in my last) that that body had already determined not to trouble us further on that
subject; and in which case less inconvenience is to be appreliended from it. But let it proceed from whatever
source it may, I shall not fail to use my utmost efforts to prevent its further progress. I shall see the directoire to
day at a general audience, being a day (the first Decadi of every month) on which they receive all the foreign min-
isters; and as I propose then to speak with some of the members upon the subject, I shall doubtless be able to give
you further, and, I hope, more satisfactory information on that head in my next. I have, notwithstanding, thought
proper to forward to you immediately the above, and am, &c.

Mr. Monroe to the Secretary of Slate.

s Paris, July 24, 1796.
iR;

I herewith transmit you a copy of a third communication which lately passed between the minister of foreign
affairs and myself, upon the subject of our late treaty with’England, and which seems to have been produced by my
reply to his secend letter, which sought information whether the House of Representatives had passed a law to carry
that treaty into effect. I presume, therefore, from this consideration, as from the further one, that the directoire
now possesses our view of that subject, (which was my object in asking, and theirs in granting the discussion) that
it may now be considered as closed. = R 3 .

I have endeavored, as you will perceive, in this my last reply, to divert this Government from the subject of this
complaint, and which it has so uniformly and vehemently presse(i of late, by presenting before it a list of ours also,
for injuries received from this republic 1n the course of the present war. The attempf, I knew, was a delicate one
at the present time, and under present circumstances; but yet I thought it my duty to make it, since such a view
was intimately connected with the topic in discussion, might produce, and most probably would produce, a good
effect, and especially as I presumed it might be made in a manner becoming the dignity of the nation I represented,
and be tempered, at the same time, with suitable respect for the councils ot that to which it was addressed.

I sincerely wish it were now in my power to say that this affair was ended, and that neither of us should ever
hear of it agains but this I cannot say: for so deep founded has their discontent appeared to be, and so vehement
their desire to give some signal proof of it, that it is impossible, even at this moment, to determine in what scale
their councils will ultimately settle in regard to us. At one_time it was whispered that they meant t?ring for-
ward a claim against us for all their property taken by the British, in our vessels, including what was taken in the
flight of their emigrants from St. Domingo; at another, that they meant to suspend, for the present, all payments to
our citizens, and until satisfaction upon their several complaints was obtained; and again, that they would suspend
the operation of those articles in our treaty of 1778, which the minister intimated to me in his last letter the direc-
toire thought it its duty to modify: but yet none of these things are done, nor have I any particular reason to pre-
sume they will be done, other than what appears from the general temper of the Government, and of which youare
already sufficiently informed. Upon the whole, therefore, X think I may venture to observe, that as this Govern-
ment and nation, Independent of the points in discussion, are friendly to us, and, as a strong portion of passion has
obviously mingled itself with their other motives in respect to these, and which is_probably diminished by the time
that was gained by the discussion, (admitting that thaf was the only benefit gained by it) the probability 1s, that no
such measure will now be taken. . .

Lately, however, a new cause of complaint was suggested to me; but in so indistinct a manner, and upon so pe-
culiar a subject, that I do not even yet comprehend what was meant by it. It was observed to me, by a person in a
high station, the other day, when in conversation with him on the other points, that in our late treaty with Spain
we had likewise forgotten our relations with France. I expressed my astonishment at the intimation, and asked
him in what respect, since I could not conceive to what he alluded, France having no territory in that quarter, and
of course no rights or interests depending there. He replied, (at least so I understood him) thaWhe did not mean
to intimate we had committed a breach of engagements, but of friendship only. He then descanted upon the inti-
mate relations subsisting between France and Spain at present, the latter aEproaching and seeking the aid of the
former, to support her colonies against Britain; but gave no explanation of what he referred to in the suggestion at
first made, nor have I been able since to ascertain it. I will, however, endeavor to fathom this business if possible,
and will, in case I succeed, immediately afterwards unveil to you the mystery.

The success of France in her military operations continues to be astonishingly great, both in Ifaly and upon the
Rhine. All Italy may, indeed, be considered as subjugated: for the French troops find at present in that quarter,
no opposing force in the field against them; and Mantua, the only garrison which sustains a siege, is closely in-
vested, and it is thought will soon surrender. The Pope, I hear, has made a_provisional agreement with Bona-
parte, i)y which he is to pay about twent{-one millions, fifteen of which in specie, and the residue in articles forthe
army; to give up one hundred pictures, the rarest pieces of art, three hundred manuscripts, and exclude the English
from his posts.  The King of Naples, too, has an envoy now on his way here, and, it is said, with authority to close
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upon terms favorable to France. It is further to be observed, that the French have entered Leghorn, upon the prin-
ciple that the English held it, or rather made it a place of deposite for all their supplies for Corsica and elsewhere,
in that quarters and had also violated the neutrality of Tuscany against France. In that port, too, much English
property was taken by the French, which they deem a lawful prize. The Austrians, when finally compelled to
abandon the field, and seek safety by flight info the mountains of the Tyrol, crossed the Venetiap territory, and, in
consequence whereof, the French pursued them into Verona. Thus it appears, that no part of Italy can now well be
said to be free from the effects of the present war, or not to yield, in some mode or other, heavy contributions to its
support, i?xcept_ 1Naples, at the extremity, and who is now about to contribute, and Genoa, who loans meney, I pre-
sume, voluntarily.

Upon the Rhine, too, the same success has attended the arms of France. Both her armies in that guarter, that
of the Sambre and Meuse, under Jourdan, and that of the Rhine and Moselle, under Moreau, have each had several
actiuns with the Austrians, and vanquished them in almost every instance. At onemoment, indeed, and after gain-
ing some important advantages, Jourdan retired fas before, a more potent enemy, and which brought after him the
Austrians, and with accumulated force. At the same moment, however, and whilst the attention of the Austrians,
elated with their apparent superiority, was drawn to that point, Moreau, who had been inactive, and even made a
show of detachinga considerable part of his force for Italy (provision being made on the route for that pnrpose)
crossed the Rhine also, at a very difficult passage, where it was expected no such attempt would be made, and at-
tacked and defeated the Austrians'in several rencounters, killing many, and taking likewise many prisoners. Since
this event, which was about three weeks past, these armies have gone forward slowly, but with a continued career
of good fortune, acting in concert, though at a considerable distance from each other, and_penetrating into the in-
terior of Germany. The last achievement was that of Frankfort, and which was taken by Jourdan, and from which
¢ity, it is said, a contribution of thirty-five millions of florins is demanded. Where this bold enterprise will end,
and to what extremity the French are disposed to press their fortunes, in case they are not repulsed, it is impossible
for me to say. Nothing transpires from this Government upon that point, and of course I have no data whereon to
rest a conjecture, other than you now possess. It is, however, to be observed, that as the Austrian armies retire,
they approach each other as de the French in advancinrg. Perhaps it is the intention of the Austrian cabinet they
shall unite, in the hope, as they are now nearer together, and their junction may, in consequence, probably be sooner
made than that of the French, they may, thus united, attempt something, and with better success, against the di-
vided force of France. If this be the case, it is likewise probable we shall shortly witness a greater and more de-
cisive action than has yet been fought. But it is still more probable, that peace with Austria, and upon the terms
heretofore insisted on by France, will soon close the war between these two Powers.

In the interior, too, every thing has assumed a new and more invigorating aspect than was shown before since the
commencement of the Revolution. Great harmony prevails between the legislative corps and the executive; and a
greater spirit of contentment is discerned by those who travel through France, among all ranks of people, than was
seen at any time before since the beginning of that era. It is even said that a change is gradually making among
those who were heretofore deemed the implacable foes of republican government; many of whom, now that they
find they are protected in the rights of person and property, begin to Tos_e much of their hatred to that form. In
truth, prior to the establishment of the present constitution, the people of France had little opportunity of judging
correctly of the merits of the republican system. They judged of 1t by what they saw in the Revolution: for Eu-
rope exhibited no other example to their view, and estimating its merits by that standard, they saw in it nothing but
a series of_terrible and convulsive movements, which they dreaded even more than the tyranny that was lately over-
thrown, When, therefore, this circumstance is considered, and the improvement which the new Government has
introduced is properly appreciated, we immediately perceive the cause to which this change of sentiment in that
class is to be ascribed. . )

"The misunderstanding which lately subsisted between Russia and Sweden, has been compromised by some con-
cessions on the part of the latter, among which, the recall of Baron de Stael was included, and whose place was com-~
mitted by the Swedish Government to Baron Rehausey, with the grade of chargé d’affaires; but the French Govern-
ment refused to receive him, it is said, because he was presumed to be appointed under the influence of Russia.
One of the ministers of Holland (Blauw) and Reybaz, from Geneva, were also lately recalled by their respective
Governments, upon the demand of the directoire, and apparently much against the wishes of those Governments;
each of those gentlemen having since received assurances of the undiminished confidence of his constituents. The
motive of the directoire for ma ing this demand, in either case, is unknown; no reason, as I hear, being given for it
to either of the Governments to which it was made. . .

Permit me to make known to you the wish of Isaac Cox Barnet, a citizen of the United States, from Elizabeth-~
town (Jersey) to be appointed consul at Brest. This young man is well recommended to me in point of morality;
appears to possess adequate talents, and from what I hear, is industrious; and being in_ every view strictly an
American, and therefore entitled to the confidence of this country, I begleave to recommend him to your attention.
The interest of our country requires that a consu! should be placed at that port; and the character of the port, being
the great dock-yard of France, requires that the trust should be confided with care, and to_some person whose
character would repel suspicion. In addition, therefore, to what I have said of Mr. Barnet, I beg to refer you to
Mr. Boudinot, of Jersey, whose nephew he is, and who will doubtless give you more correct information of. his
merits than I possess. . -

From the Minister of Foreign Affairs to the Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States of America.

Paris, 19th Messidor, (July Tth, 1796) Ath year of the republic.
Crrizex MINISTER: ) . . L
The hope of seeing depart daily the new minister, whom the executive directory proposed to send to the

United States, prevented my sooner answering your letter of the 25th Ventose, (15th of March) last. You call my
attention in_your note of the 9th of this month, (27th of June) to the avguments which_ that letter contains relative
to our complaints against the treaty concluded between the United States and Great Britain. Time, citizen minis-
ter, has sufficiently ripened the points that were then in discussion, and, far from being enfeebled, our complaints
against that treaty have acquired since, in our estimation, new force. I will content myself, then, without entering
into details, to announce to you that the opinion of the directory has never varied upon that point. It has seen in
this act, concluded in the midst of hostilites, a breach of the friendship which unites the United States and this
republic; and in the stipulations which respect the neutrality of the flag, an abandonment of the tacit engagement
wl?icix subsisted between the two nations upon this point since their treaty of commerce of 1778, The abandonment
of the principles, consecrated by this treaty, has struck us with greater force, from the consideration that all the
other treaties, which the United States have made, contain them, as from the further one, that these principles are
since so generally acknowledged that they now form the public law of all civilized nations. i

After this, citizen minister, the executive directory thinks itself founded, in regarding the stipulations of the
treaty of 1778, which concern the neutrality of the flag, as altered and suspended, in their most essential parts, by
this act, and that it would fail in its duty if it did not modify a state of things which would never have been con-
sented to, but upon the condition of the most strict reciprocity.

. CH. DE LA CROIX.
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The Minister Plenipotentiary of the United Stafes to the Minister of Foreign Affairs.

Paris, July 14th, 1796.

I have received your favor of 19th Messidor, (7th July) and am sorry to find by it that the answer I gave to
yours of 19th Ventose, containing the exposition of your objections to our late treaty with England, was not satis-
:(f.ctpr)(fl toﬁyog. To this latter letter, therefore, I shall also make a reply, and in the hope that it will produce its

esired eftec .

I observe that you confine your objections in this letter to a simple article in that treaty, which failed to secure
protection in our bottoms to your goods; and which you deem a violation of a tacit agreement which, you say, has
subsisted between the United States and France since their treaty of 1778; and an abandonment of the principles
consecrated by that treaty. You likewise say, that the directory considers the stipulations of our treafy of 1778,
which respect the neutrality of our flag, as altered, and suspended by this act; and that it would think itself wanting
in its duty if it did not modify a state of things which would never have been consented to but upon principles of
strict reciprocity. - - . .

You seem aware, and with great reason, that you have no right to complain of that stipulation, unless it violates
some existing obligation, either of the law of nations, or of our treaty with yous and in consequence intimate that it
has violated both: for you add, that the principles of that freaty have, in that respect, become since the law of all
civilized nations. I shull endeavor to show that that article has violated neither the one nor the other,

I presume it cannot be controverted that, by the old and established law of nations, when two Powers are at
war, either may take the goods of its enemy i a neutral ship. This doctrine is established by the most eminent
writers, and admitted in practice by all nations, between whom particular treaties have not stipulated the contrary,
‘To prove this assertion, inits first part, permit me to refer you to the following authorities, and which are clear and
explicit to that effects* and to prove it, in the second part, permit me to ask, if the law of nations was not so, why
were special treaties entered into by particular nations to stipulate the contrary? Is it presumable that any Powers
would form treaties to establish what was .already established? Or was it thought, when our treaty of 1778 was
formed, that, in this respect, it made no change, or, in other words, stjpulated nothing? .

But yon say that the law of nations has changed, and that the principles of that treaty have become since, in that
respect, the general law of all civilized nafions. Permit me to ask you by what authority was this done; or how it
appears that it is done? I admit that it is changed among those nations who have formed treaties to that eftect, and
between those only who have formed them; but further the doctrine cannot be carried. It cannot be said, for
iustance, that the assent of a particular number of nations to a rule which ought to operate between themselves only.
is to become a rule for other nations, who have never assented to it; or, in other words, that a part of the civilized
nations would have a right to dictate a law to another part. Such a doctrine would substitute force to right, and
might be productive, in other cases, and especially in the hands of Governments less friendly to liberty than yours
and ours are, of conseéquences the most fatal to society. It is, therefore, in my judgment, nota sound doctrine,
That Britain opposed the principle that free ships should make free goods in the last war, and has likewise opposed
it in the present war, ave facts well known to you; as it likewise is, that all your enemies, in the present war, have
done the same, including some who are now your friends, and to the great detrimentof America. ~Admitting, then,
that a majority of the civilized nations have a right to bind the minority in a rightful cause (as it is admitted the
present one is) how was it to be done upon the present occasion, when the Powers composing that majority had
shifted sides, and were now marshalled in opposition to the principle they had late]y adopted.

Thus it appears_that the article in question has not violated the law of nations, according to the opinion of
enlightened authorities, and the practice of nations. Nor has it violated our treaties with France, upon which lat-
ter point I shall also add a few words: i

It is to be remarked that you do not urge a violation of any positive stipulation in our treaty of 1778: on the
contrary, you charge only the breach of a tacit agreement, which you intimate to have grown out of that treaty.
But of what nature was that agreement, and whence is it inferred? The treaty contains an express stipulation,
between America and France, (ﬁat, when either of the parties are at war with another nation, it \'.'irl respect the flag
of the other party, trading with that other nation; and it stipulates no more in that behalf.  Aund its reciprocity is
to be found in a cimnge of circumstances; whereby the party lately at war is now at peace, and enjoying in turn,
(the other being at war) the privilege of ifs flag in trade with the enemy of the other. It does not stipulate that we
will unite in 1mpusing that rule on other nations; nor does it stipulate that we will adopt no other rule with any
other nation. _Of course we were free to act, in that respect, as we thought fit; and therefore have violated, by
means thereof, no agreement with you, either positive or implied.

I concur, with you, as 1 did in my last communication, on this subject, that the utmost respect is due to the prin--
ciple of {ree ships making free goods; and with you I also unite in the hope that it wiil soon become universals since
itis a principle dictated by reason, and necessary to the freedom of the seas, and, in consequence, to the peace and
tranquillity of nations. The United States have, too, as you observe, inserted it in all their treaties where they
could obtain it; and to which I may add, that they will most certainly continue to press it in their future treaties
as opportunities occur, and circumstances may favor, till it becomes general. To promote which end, however, it
is proper here to observe, that an harmonious concert between the two nations is absolutely necessary: for, other-
wise it were impossible they should succeed. .

You will observe, that, in my reply to your complaints, I have heretofore confined myself strictly to the sub-
ject of those complaints; never going beyond them, to expose in return the injuries we have received from this
republic, in the course of the present war., But I might have told you in the outset that, by a decree of the Conven-
tion in 1793, the articles in question of our treaty of commerce were set aside; and, in violation whereof, about fifty
of our vessels were brought into your ports; their cargoes taken from the proprietors, and who yet remain unpaids
that, about the same time, and without any motive being assigned, even to the present day, upwards of eighty others
of our vessels were embargoed at Bordeaux, and detained there for more thana year; and to the great injury of the
proprietors, who yet remain unpaid; that, for supplies rendered to yourislands in the West Indies, which have been
and still are supported principally from the United States, as for innumerable s’)oliahons that have been made, and
are daily making upon our commerce in those islands; as likewise, for supplies rendered to the republic here;
immense sums are due to our citizens, as authenticated by the highest suitable public authorities there and here
and for the want of which many of them are ruined. I say I did not bring these things forward, because'it would
have borne the aspect of a recrimination, and which I did not wish any part of my conduct tobearin any transaction
with the French republic; and because I was disposed to yield every possible accommodation to your present exi-
gencies that my duty would permit; and because I coniided and sfill confide that your Government, paying due
regard to those exigencies, was disposed, and would do all the justice in its power to those suffering Individuals.
Nor do I mention these things now with that view. I do it, on the contrary, merely to inform you of them; since,
as the communications that were made on the topics, were made to the preceding Government, and are, in' conse-
quence, probably unknown to the present one; and since they are interesting facts which you ought to have before
you in all deliberations on this subject; provided it be, as 1 think it is, equally the interest of both republics to pre-
serve, for ever inviolate, the good understanding which now so happily subsists between them.

For what has passed the United States have always found an excuse in that lmhapry state of things that was at-
tendant on your Revolution: and have looked forward to the period, when a free and happy constitution should be
established here, as the moment when, by, conciliatory and friendly councils, the two republics should harmonize,
not in a painful review of any unpleasant incidents that have passed, if such there were, but in devising the means

* Bynkerskoek, vol. 2d. Quest. juris pub. lib. 1. cap. 14. Voet de Jure militari, cap. 5. 2. No. Vattel lib. 3. cap. 7.
sect. 115, and many others.
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founded in their mutual interest, and to be secured by suitable and permanent arrangements, whereby to increase
their harmony, and cement their union; and greatly mortified would they be if this were not the case. But I trust this
will be the case; and under which impression, and upon the observations already made, I submit the subject now in
discussion between us to the wisdom and candor of the directoire exécutif.

My, DMonroe to the Secretary of State.
. Paris, August 4, 1796.

S

Within a_few days past, Mr. Mangourit, formerly consul at Charleston, now secretary of embassy in
Spain,” was appointed with the rank of chargé d’atfuires, to succeed, with us, Mr. Adet. This event, as well in
re~pect to the gentleman employed, as the grade chosen, gave me great concern; and therefore merited my immediaté
attention.  Accordingly I visited the minister of foreign affairs this morning, and remonstrated earnestly against the
mission of Mr, Mangourit to the United States; as a person who, having given offence to our Government upon a for-
mer occasion, could not be well received by it upon the present one. To the grade, however, I thought proper to make
no explicit objections because I had no reason to conclude that it was chosen with any unfriendly view towards us;
and because I presumed if the measure was broken in one part, it would probably be so in the other. The minister
replied to me in terms sufficiently respectful; but nevertheless, in such as induced me to believe that, in case any
change was accorded in the measure, it would not be with his consent. He observed, however, that if I would write
him a short note on the subject, he would lay it before the directoire; and which I promised I wouid do.

Within a few days past, toe, I heard that the directoire had passed an arrété, authorizing the seizure of neutral
vessels destined for England; to take effect when the English likewise seize them. This acreté was not announced
officially; but by the copy of a letter from the minister to Barthelemi, the French ambassador at Basle, published in
the gazeties, I saw that the report was true. In consequence, 1 likewise spoke to the minister on this subject; and
recewved from him, in reply to my remonstrance against it, a general answer, corresponding much in sentiment with
his letter above mentioned, a copy of which I herewith enclose you.

1t is suid that the treaty of alhance, offensive and defensive, between France and Spain, is in great forwarduness,
whereby the latter cedes to the former Louisiana, and perhaps the Floridas. I have no anthentic information of this;
but the source from whence it came is of a nature to merit attention. =

1 have the pleasure to transmit to you herewith, some communications respecting our aifairs at Algiers, by which
it appears that Mr. Barlow had the good fortune to succeed with the Dey, in prolonging the term allotted for the pay-
ment of the sum due him, concluded by our ldte treaty for the ransom of our prisoners, and for peace; and, finally,
and although the money was not received, that he had obtained the discharge of our prisoners, and who were fortunately
arrived sate at Marseilles. Upon this event, therefore, which not only liberates from a long and painful captivity so
many of our countrymen, but in all probability secures the peace which was endangered by the delay of the money
stipuluted to be paid, I beg leave to congratulate yous since it is an event, not cnly important in respect to the con-
solation which it yields to humanity, but equally soin regard to the extension and security of our commerce, ina re-
gion of the world heretofore unexplored by it, and where it promises to be very productive.

I commit this letter, with other communications for you, to the cave of Doctor Edwards, who will deliver them
in person, and to whom I beg to refer you for other details upon the subject of our affairs here, upsn which you may
wish information. = He has been more than a year in Burope, and the greater part of that time here; has had oppor-
tunities of correct information, and which he has improved to advantage. "T'o him, therefore, I beg leave to refer you,
as to an authority well informed, and very deserving of confidence. I am, &e.

My, Monvroe lo the Secrelary of Slute.
. Parss, Avgust 15th, 1796,
Sir:
Being highly impressed with the impropriety of Mr. Mangourit’s mission to the United States, and, in conse-
quence, very desirous to prevent it, I thought proper to state my objections to it in person; to a member of the direc-
toire, with i request that he wonld communicate the same to the directoire; and have now the pleasure to inform you,
upon the authority of that member, that the arrété appointing him is rescinded.

I lately received an account from England of the capture of one of our vessels upon our coast, on the point of enter-
ing one of our ports, taken by a Erench privateer, upon a presumption she had English property on board, as she was
cleared out from that country. Although this report was not so well authenticated, noraccompanied with the neces-
sary details, to enable me to act officially on it; yet as it might be, and probably was, true, I communicated it imme-
diately to the minister of marine, asking whether such orders ‘were given. He appeared astonished at the report,
and declared that none such were issued, I conclude, theretore, that this outrage, if really committed, is an unau-
thorized ones and tor which we shall obtain from the proper parties, in convenient time, a suitable reparation.

"f'lie French troops continue to enjoy an uninterrupted career of good fortune, both in the empire and in Italy. Tn
the former, they meet with little opposition; for, as they have a decided superiority there, the Austrians appear in
consequence carefully to avoid a general actions and, therefore, retire slowly before them, And in Italy, a series of
victories were lately obtained by Bonaparte over Wurmser, which are deemed more brilliant than even those he
had before achieved over Beaulieu, Wurmser’s predecessor. To protect the garrison of Mantua, and retrieve the
fortune of Austria in Italy, a considerable force was detached from the Rhine, with other troops gathered from other
quarters, under Wurmser, and who, Elssmg the Tyrol, descended into Italy, and attacked Bonaparte, and in the
commencement with some success. ~ But this reverse of fortune was transitory as it was sudden; for as soon as the
latter gathered together his troops, he returned upon his antagonists with accumulated force; and,in the course ofa
l'o}:lw dayj, as appears by the official documents, totally demolished his army, killing and taking upwards of twenty
thousaud men.

It is lately reported that Mr. Hammond is appointed to repair here to treat for peace; but as yet he has -
rived, nor ha{'e vse other details on that head than are now in the English papers. With; &c. Y not ar

The Secretary of State to ilr. Monyoe.

DEPARTMENT OF SYATE, Jugust 22d, 1796,
SIR: ;

On the 19th of J ully I received your letter of the 2d of last May, covering the piper bearing date the 9th of
March, and signed by M. De La Croix, the French minister for foreign affaivs, exhibiting the complaints of his
Government against the Government of the United States, and your answer to those complaints; and on the 2ist of
July, the latter, together with a translation of the minister’s statement, were transmitted to the President at Xfount
Yernon. .

Antecedent to the receipt of this letter, the President had conceived it necessary to send a new minister to repre -
sent the United States at Paris, and had made a tender of the appointment to General Charles Cotesworth Pinck-
ney, of South Carolina, and a letter of the 10th instant from the President, which I received the 13th, covered Mr.
Pinckney’s letter of the 27th of July, declaring hisacceptance of the office. He may be espected in Philadelphia by
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the close of the present month; and he will embark for Europe as soen after as shall be practicable. My letter of
the 13th of June (of which a duplicate and triplicate have been forwarded) will have manifested to you the uneasi-
ness and dissatisfaction of the President, and the cause of both will be apparent in the letter itself.

The President, feeling forcibly the obligations of his office to maintain the honor and interests of the United States,
in relation to foreign nations, and our connexions with France, in particular, demanding, from various causes, the
most constant and pointed attentions, to prevent or remove jealousies and complaints it was impossible to conceal
it was a duty to express his sensations consequent on the receipt of your letters of February 16th and 20th, an
March 10thand 25th. A further consideration of these communications, with other concurring circumstances, deter-
mined the President to make the appointment I have herein announced. Mr. Pinckney will be the bearer of your
letters of recall. To enable him to accomplish the objects of his mission, he will require all the official documents
in your possession, including your correspondence with the French Government as well as with your own; and,
according to the nsual and necessary course of diplomatic agencies, you will be pleased to transfer them to him.

I am, &e.

TIMOTHY PICKERING.

Myr. Monroe fo the Secretary of State.
Paxis, August 27th, 1796.

Jipe

After the accommodation which was shown in the case of Mr. Mangourit, by abandoning the project of sending
him to the United States, I thought that the crisis had passed here, and that nothing was further to be apprehended
tfrom the temper which occasioned it. Butin this I was disappointed; for I now hear thatitis decided to recall Mr.
Adet, without nominating a successor to him; and that he is to be instructed to declare to our Government, that the
customary relations between us are to cease, and on account of our treaty with England; with other things to_the
same effect. * * * * T shall see the minister to-morrow, and endeavor to lead him to this subject, it possible,
and, in any event, renew my exertions to prevent the measure, though, indeed, I begin to despair of success, so often
do they return with the same disposition to the same subject. . X

T am told the treaty with Spain is probably concluded; and by which France is to have Louisiana and the Flori-
das. 'This might have been obtained when peace was made with Spains but was declined from the fear it inight
ultimately embroil them with us. The acceptance of it now, therefore, shows that that motive has less weight at
the present time than it then had.

1t is generally believed that an attempt will be made to invade England, great preparations being made along the
coast for that purpose, in troops, boats, &c. and it is also believed that the fleet from Cadiz is intended to make a
diversion somewhere, for the purpose of drawing the British fleet out of the channel, to favor the project of a descent.
This is strongly supported by circumstances, and is, therefore, more than probable,

It is even whispered that an attempt on Canada is to be made, and which is to be united with Louisiana and the
Floridas to the south, taking in such parts of our western people as are willing to unite. This is worthy your atten-
tion, though it be mere report. .

I will write you again in a day or two, since this is despatched in haste on account of the importance of the com-
munication which it contains.

The Secretary of State to Mr. Monroe. :
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, September 9th, 1796.

Sir:
General Pinckney will be the bearer of this letter. He is to succeed you as the minister plenipotentiary of
the United States with the French republic. o Lo .

1 enclose a triplicate of my letter to you of the 22d ultimo, in which the motives to his appointment are sug-
gested. I also enclose your letter of recall, addressed to the divectory of the French republic, and a copy thereof
for your information, of the manner in which the President wishes you to take leave of that body.

"The claims of the American merchants on the French republic are of great extent, and they are waiting the issue
of them, through the public agents, with much impatience. Mr, Pinckney is particularly charged to look into this
business, in which the serious interests, and, in some cases, nearly the whole fortunes of our citizens are involved.
You will have the goodness to communicate to Mr. Pinckney such general information as may facilitate hisinquiries
concerning it, and hasten a successful conclusion, I &

o : am, &ec.

TIMOTHY PICKERING.

Mr. Monroe to the Secretary of State.
: Paris, September 10, 1796,

' T have been just favored with yours of the 13th of June, the énly one received from the Department of State
since that of the 7th of January last, a note of Mr. Taylor of the 13th of May excepted.

You charge me in this letter with a neglect of duty, in omitting, as you state, to dissipate, by a timely, and suita-
ble application of the lights in my possession, the discontent of this Government on account of our late treaty with
England; and you support this charge by a reference to certain passages in my own _correspondence, which state,
that this discontent broke out in February last, four months after I had received a letter from yourself and Mr.

. Randolph, upon the subject of that treaty; and whence you infer, and on account of the delay, or interval which,
took place between the one and. the other event, that I was inattentive to thatimportant concern of my country, and
urge thelprevious and strong symptoms of discontent, which I witnessed and communicated, as an additional proof of
my_neglect. . . A .

Permit me to remark, that this charge is not more unjust and unexpected than the testimony by which you sup-
port it is inapplicable and inconclusive. 1Indeed, it were easy to show, that the circumstances on which you rely,
if they prove any thing, prove directly the reverse of what you deduce from them.

If such discontent existed, and the formal declaration of it, or commencement of measures in consequence of it,
was delayed (and the greater the discontent, and the longer the delay, the stronger the argument) and any inference
applicable to me was drawn from that circumstance, 1 should suppose it would be precisely the opposite one from
that which you draw. 'Where a discontent exists, 1t is natural and usual for the "party feeling it, to endeavor to
Temove it, or express its sense of it; but the pursuit of an opposite conduct for a great length of time, and espe-
cially a time of revolution, and when a different and more peremptory one was observed to all the other Powers, is no
proot, without other documents, of, neglizence in me. .

But why did this discontent not break but before these letters were received? You saw by my communications,
as early as December 1794, and which were frequently repeated afterwards, that it existed, was felt upon our affairs
here, and was likely to produce the most serious ill consequences, if the cause continued to exist. 1f these accounts
were correct, why did this Government take no steps under its first impressions, and particularly in August 1795,
when Paris was starving, and_our vessels destined for the ports of France were seize&) and carried into England?
"Was not this a crisis difficult for me fo sustainehere; when the eyes of France were fixed upon me, as the represen-
tative of the nation upon whoge friendship they had counted; as the man who had just before been the organ of decla-
rations the most friendly? "Why leave us afterwards, and until the last stage, to our unbiased deliberations upon
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that subject, and without an effort to impede their free course? Do difficulties like these, with the result which fol-
lowed, give cause to suspect that I was idle or negligent at my post? That I wasat any time a calm or indifferent
spectator of a storm which was kuown to be rising, and which threatened injury to my country? Or thatI withheld
any light which came tomy aid, and which might be useful in dissipating it? L.

I do not wish to be understood as assuming to myself the merit of this delay, because I know, thinking and
feeling as the Government did on this subject, that the strong bias of affection which this nation entertained for us,
was the true cause of it. But I well know, that I have done every thing in my power, and from the moment of
my arrival to the present time, to promote harniony between the two repnblics, and to prevent this from taking any
step which might possibly disturb it, and which I have done, as well from a sincere attachment to both, as from a
persuasion, let the merit of the points in discussion be what they might, that a continual, temperate, and friendly
conduct towards us, was the wisest policy which this Government could adopt, and would produce the best effect
upon that union, which it is, I presume, equally its wish and its interest to preserve, and of course leave to its
councils less cause hereafter for self reproach. It is from the sincerity of these motives and the knowledge this Go-
vernmgnt has of it, that I have incessantly made efforts to preserve that harmony, and been heard in friendly com-
mumcaténns, and often in remonstrance upon the topics connected with it, in a manner I could not otherwise have
expected.

. But you urge that, as I knew this discontent existed, I ought to have encountered and removed it. I do notdis-
tinctly comprehend the extent of this position, or what it was your wish, under existing circumstances, I should
have done. ~ Till the 15th of February, no complaint was made to me by this Government against that treaty; nor
did I know before that period that any would be; for, from the moment of its organization till then, the uimost
reserve was observed to me by it on that subject. The intimations which I witnessed, were written before the
establishment of the present Government, and drawn, of course, from circumstances which preceded it. Of the pro-
bable views, therefore, of the present Government in that respect, [ spoke only by conjecture. Was it then your
wish, that, because I suspected this Government would be or was discontented with that treaty, that I should step
forward, invite the discussion, and provoke the attack? Would it have been politic or safe for me to do it; and espe-
cially upon a subject so delicate, and important as that was? And had I done it, would I not have been justly censured
for my rashness and indiscretion? And might not even different motives have been assigned for my conduct? To
me. I own it always appeared most snitable, as well as most wise, to stand_on the defensive; and to answer objec-
tions only when they were made; upon a fair and reasonable presumption, till they were made, that none would be;
and upon the principle, if none were made, that our object was obtained; and if there were, that then there would
be sufticient time to answer them. and in a regular and official manner. By this, however, I do not wish to be under-
stood, as having declined at any time in formal friendly communications, on'this or other subjects, when suitable
uccasions occurred; for the contrary was the case, as is already observed.

What the circumstances were, upon which I founded my opinion of the probable ill consequences of that treaty,
in case it were ratified, were, in general, communicated, as they occurred.” There was, however, one other, and
which was particularly impressive at the time, omitted then, but which I now think proper to add, because it was
that upon which I founded the intimation given you, in my letter of the 20th of October, on that head. Calling one
day, upon the subject of our Algerine affawrs, informally, upon Jean de Brie, who had, in the committee of public
safety, the American brangh under his care, 1 found him engaged upon that treaty, with a copy of it before him, and
other papers on the same subject, I began with the object of my visit, and from which he soon digressed upon the
other topic, and with great asperity; adding, that he was preparing a letter for me on that subject, to be submitted
1o the committee. [ answered his charges in the manner which appeared to me most suitable, and finally asked him
if he had received the correspondence which took place on that subject between Mr. Adet and Mr. Randolph; and
to which he replied that lie had not. I then informed him I had that correspondence, which was an interesting one;
and requested he would permit me to give him a copy of it; and further, that he would delay his report to the com-
mittee, until after he had perased and fully weighed it; which he promised; and, in consequence, I immediately
after gave him a copy of that correspondence. This incident took place just before the movement of Vendemiaire,
by which the esecution of the project contemplated was probably prevented. I omitted this before, because I hoped
it would never be revived; and because I did not wish to give more pain on this subject, and especially as I soon
afterwards found that the treaty was ratified, than conld be avoided. And T now mention it, as well to show the
strong grl«,)lunl(lli upon which that intimation was given, as to prove thatnone of the lights furnished me, in that respeet,
were withheld.

So much I have thought proper to say in reply to your favor of the 13th of June; and now it remains for me to
prolcleed with a detail of the further progress of this business here, since my last; at least so far as I am acquainted
with it. -

I sought, immediately after my last was written, and obtained, as soon as I possibly could obtain it, an informal
conference with some members of the divectoive, upon the subject of my last; beginning by expressing my concern
to hear they were still dissatisfied with us, and proposed taking some step in consequence thereof; and which I sin-
cerely regretted, because I had concluded the contrary was the case, after the explanation I had given to their several
complaints; and because I thought any measure which had an unfriendly aspect towards us, would be equally detri-
mental to their and our interest. They severally replied, they were dissatistied with us on account of our treaty with,
England, and thought that the honor of their country would be sullied in their hands, if they did notsay so. I endea-
vored to lead them into conversation upon the points to which they objected; but soon found they were averse toit, and
were of opinion that too much time had already been bestowed on that subject. One of the members, however, ob-
served, that the abandonment of the principle, that free ships made free goods,in favor of England, was an injury of
a very serious kind to France, and which could not be passed by unnoticed. "I told him, that in this dothing was
abandoned, since, by the Jaw of nations, such was the case before; and, of course, that this article only delineated
what the existing law was, as I had fully proved in my note to the minister of foreign affairs; that we were not bound
to impose the new princnpie on other nations. He replied, if we could not carry that principle with England, nor
protect our flag against her outrages, that that was alwaﬂs a reason why France should not complain; that they never
asked us to go to war, nor intended so to do; but that the abandonment of that principle, formally, by treaty, at the
time, and under the circumstances we did it, in favor of that Power, was qnitea different thing. _Finding thata fur-
ther pressure at the time might produce ill effect, and wonld certainly not produce a good one, I proceeded next to
the other points, and to hint what I had heard of their intention with respect to Canada and Louisiana; and to which
it was replied, that, in regard to Canada, they had no object for themselves; and in regard to Louisiana, none which
ought to disquiet us; that they sincerely wished us well, and hoped matters might be amicably adjusted, since they
were disposed to meet suitable propositions to that effect with pleasure; adding, in the close, that the minister of
foreign affairs was instructed to communicate to me the arreté they had passed; but in a manner to impress me with
a belief it was done rather for the purpose of enabling me to transmit it to you, than address them at present further
on the subject. Through other channels I have since heard, that this arrété is withheld from me, and will be, until
the despatch is gone; and with a view of securing themselves against further interruption from me, in the present
stage, upon the measure adopted. X

From what information I can collect of the contents of this arréeté from other sources, (for from the above ne..
was collected) it is to suspend Adet’s functions; instructing him to declare the motive of it; and which, I presume,
will correspond with what was declared here, leaving him there for the present: but what he is further to do is not

suggested, nor can I form a conjecture of it, until I receive the communication promised by the minister of foreign
affairs, and which I shall endeavor to procure as soon as possible. .

I herewith enclose you a copy of a communication from the minister of foreign affairs, with my reply to it; and
b!}‘, leuch it appears that a truce is obtained by our agent from the regencies of Tunis and Tripoli, and with the aid
of France.
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HMr. Monroe to the Secretary of State.
Paris, September 21, 1796,

As yet I have heard nothing from the minister of foreign affairs respecting the arrété of the dirzctoire, mentioned
in my last; and which I understood he was instructed to communicate to me. I therefore conclude that the delay
is intentional; and that I shall not hear from him until the despateh is goneand after which it will be useless. In-
deed, I consider it in that light at present, and for reasons heretofore communicated, which every day further expe-
rience more fully confirms.

But, being extremely anxious to fathom the point, whether this Government intended any thing really hostile to
us, beyond what it calls a reprisal for our treaty with England, or_indemnity against its consequences; and, in par-
ticular, whether it meant. in case it became possessed of Canadn, Louisiana, and the Floridas, to invite our Western
people toa junction with them, and thus eventually dismember us, in case they were willing, I lately revived a
conversation mentioned in my last, with a member of the directoire, leading it more directly to this point, than I
then did or was able to do, and obtained from him the answer I wished. _He told me explicitly, they Ead.no object
with respect to Canada for themselves, but wished it separated from England; that they were not anxious about
Louisiana, and if they took it, it would be only,in case of a war between Spain and England, and then the principal
motive would be to keep the Buitish from it, who would doubtless endeavor to avail themselves of such an occasion
to seize the mouth of the Mississippi; that, with respect to our interior, we had no cause to be uneasy; for there did
not exist, in the breast of a member of the Government, an intention or wish to disturb it; that they would take no
step they did net avow to our Government, and that therefore we need harbour no suspicion of desigus from them,
beyond what they did avow.

1 have likewise obtained information from other, I think authentic, sources, upon this point, and by which I
am the more confirmed in the integrity of the above communication. In short, fam satisfied no such project exists
at present, either on the part of this Government, or the Western people of the United States; and that what hasbeen
whispered on that subject, is either the suggestion of slander, originating, perhaps, with those who wish it, or the off-
spring of fancies too much agitated with the danger of the present crisis. From the year 1786, a period remarkable
for the pernicious tendency which an unfortunate and disastrous negotiation had upon our affairs in that respect, till

. our late treaty with Spain, we were always, in a greater or less degree menaced with that misfortune; but, by that
treaty all danger from that source was happily done away; and now that equal rights in navigation are secured to
every part of the Federal empire, there appears to be nothing in the political horizon which clouds the prospect be-
fore us, or which ought to inspire a doubt that our Union will not be perpetual. By this, however, I do not wish to
inculcate an opinion, that we ought to be over confident of our security upon this or any other point, or inattentive
to the necessary means of preserving it: for, in no situation of affairs ought this to be the case; in the present one,
therefore, a greater degree of vigilance is of course the more necessary:

An order was lately issued, as I have reason to believe, to seize British property in neutral vessels; and to bring
those vessels into port for that purpose. I did hope, and, indeed, understood at first, that the arrété of the direc-
toire was provisional, and intended to be applied only to such cases of British seizure, as occurred last years and
such @'think was the case at first. But now it is said it is modified as above. I have written to the minister to de-
maud an official information upon this point; and, in the interim, have communicated the'fact, as I understand it to
be, to Mr. King, to whom the Information may be useful. :

I send you a copy of the treaty of alliance, offensive and defensive, befween France and Spain; and which, as
you will observe, contains no stipulation respecting Louisiana and the Floridas. Nor have I any reason to conclude
that there is any secret article on that subject. I rather think, from what I can collect, that it is a point still in ne-

- gotiation between those Powers; and protracted by the indecision of France, whether to accept.or reject it; and
whose decision upon it may be essentially influenced by the relation which is to sabsist, for the future, between this
country and ours. If this relation is established upon the close footing they wish it, then I think it probable (should
the question be so long protracted) this Government will decline accepting it, from the fear it might prove a cause
of jealonsy between us, and weaken that connexion. But, should the contrary be the result, then I think they will
act otherwise, and endeavor, not only in this respect, but by every other practicable means, to strengthen their own
resources, and to make themselves as independent of us as possible. Upon this subject, however, I never touched
with then, nor do I hazard a conjecture on it other than general circumstanees already known to you. -

Jourdan was lately compelled to retreat through a considerable tract of country; being defeated, as I presume,
(for the details are unknown) in several severe actions, and rencounters, and doubtless with great loss. He at pre-
sent sustains himself upon the Lizhu, where he occupies a strong position, and thinks himself secure. Beurnonville
is, however, on his route from Holland, at the head of twenty-five thousand men, to join, and, as it is reported, to
supersede him; it being a maxim of this Government to remove, and without delay, every unsuccessful general,
upon the presumption that the spirit of the troops cannot be well revived under the same person with whom they
were depressed. Morexu writes that he is doing well; and Bonaparte renders an account of a vecent and more
brilliant victory obtained over Wurmser, in the ‘T'yvol, if possible, than the former one; having actually taken sixteen
thousand prisoners, about seventy cannon, with all kind of military stores, and compietely broken the army he had
lately formed there. . :

The march of Beurnonville from Holland argues a secret understanding between the directoire and the King of
Prussia; and the late treaiy between France and Spain, almost the certainty of a war between the latter andEngland.

. Aunattack was lately made upon a camp near Paris, consisting of six or eight thousand men, by about as many
hundred; and in which the latter were repuised, many of them taken prisoners, and who are now under trial by a
militmy commission.  Of thuse upon whom sentence is pronounced, some were condemned to capital punishment,
which was immediately executed; others to transportation, and some to confinement; the residue, which constituted
by far the greatest part, were acquitted and discharged. This enterprise was undertaken by a party who wish to
overthrow the Government, or rather to make confusion, (for so small a number could not expect to overthrow the
Government) and whose ostensible object was to establish the constitution of 1793. The presumption, too, is, that
it had favorers in the camp, or that it wonld not have madean attempt on the camps; but of this there was no proof that
I have seen. 1t is doubtless a suite of Babceuf’s conspiracy, originating in the same source, and conducted by the
same active, though invisible agents. To the details of this trial we must look for a more accurate developement
of the character of this affair, than can be obtained, at present, from any other source,

In general, the people of this country are wearied with the war, but yet there are no symptoms of an approach-
ing peace with the Emperor, or with England. The directoire, it is said, wishes peace, and upon reasonable terms;
but of this [ have’noinformation to be relied on. The state of the finances, too, must be bad; indeed, it is inconceiv-
able how three or four hundred thousand men, the minimum, in my judgment, of the French, force un foot, with
the expenses of the civil Government, the colonial establishment, and the navy, are sustained. True it is, that im-
mense contributions have been levied,in the ceurse of the present year, in foreign countries; and in addition to*which
it may be observed, that the occasional sales of the national domains, and the various taxes which are collected,
might likewise form a considerable resource. The conflict of parties also in the two councils is often great. The
fact is, the present constitution was formed by the party of moderates; and, by the movement of Vendemiaire, in
which neither had a hand, the execution of its functions was committed to the opposite one. The former party,
therefore, was dissatisfied with this event, and looks forward to the approaching elections as to a period when 1t will
begin to recover back the power it then lost. To this petiod also the royalists look forward, with anxious hope that
it will present something favorable likewise to their views. This period is, however, now distant six months, and,
though a circumstance in perspective, worthy of attention in a sound calculation of the probable ultimate issue of
the revolution; yet, perhaps, too remote, and even too trivial, considering the immedjate and urgent pressure of
other causes, to have much influence with either of those Powers, and especially the Emperor, in deciding him, at
present, upon the great question of war or peace.
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Mr. Monroe to the Secrefary of State.
Parts, Oclober 6, 1796.

I enclose youa copy of my letter to the minister of foreign affairs, demanding whether orders are issued for
seizing the property of their enemies in our vessels; and to which I Have yet received no answer, 1 am confident,
however, that such orders are issued, being assured of it through other chanuels, apparently too direct to admit any
doubt of the fact. . T . o

I ¢nclose you also copies of three notes from him, and of my replies; the two first of which respect the judicial
process sustained in one of our courts against Governor Collot, late of Guadaloupe; and the third, a report said to
be circulating here, that the President had laid an embargo on all French vessels in our ports. These communijca-
tions contain every thing that has passed between this Government and myself, since my last; and, of course, every
thing that I can now add to what you have already received.

The army of Sambre and Meuse has retreated fo the Rhine, where it was met by twenty-five thousand men from
Holland, under Beurnonville, to whom the chief command is transferred. The reports of the loss sustained by this
army are various; some accounts make it twenty thousand, whilst others reduce it to six, but, in my judgment, the
furmer approaches nearer the truths great part of its artiflery must likewise have been lost, The retreat of this army
exposed the other, of the Rhine and Moselle, under Moreau, to danger; and from which it is not yet estricated. 1t
is known that this latter is also on the retreat, and the Archduke is now bending his force towardsit. Some ac-
counts say that Beurnonville will be able so to co-operate, as to give effectual aid, but which is denied by others.
At the present moment, therefore, nothing certain can be given you of the actual state of that army, or of what will
orubably result from it. In a short time, however, I expect to be able to be more full and explicit on this subject.

It is said that an English minister is at Dieppe, on his way here; and that a Portuguese one is in town. with a
view, no doubt, on the part of each, to treat of peace.

MMyr. Monroe to the Secretary of State.
Paris, October 21, 1796.

I have lately received, from the minister of foreign affairs, the note I intimated to you, some time siuce, I had
reason to conclude he was instructed to write me; a copy of which, with one of my reply, I herewith enclose to you.
I likewise send you copies of two other notes from him, and of my replies upon other subjects, and which are only
deserving of attention, as they serve to show the actual disposition of this Governmeut towards us at the present
moment.

Upon z critical view of the note first above mentioned, it was doubtful whether my functions were not likewise
suspended with those of Mr. Adet; and I was disposed in consequence to ask an explanation on that head, but fro
this I was swerved by the following considerations: First, that, if it were so intended, it wounld probably have bee
s0 expressed, and in esplicit terms; Secopdlf’, As it was not so expressed, that such a demand might tend to irri-
tate and thereby widen the breach; and thirdly, That the same end might be obtained by the submission of one of
my passports to the minister for legalisation, since it would tend{to prove, in case he performed that office, that they
were not suspended. According? , I took this latter course, and found, so far_ag any inference was to be drawn
from that circumstance, that it was not the intention of the directoire to suspend them.

“This subject is now before the President upon the representation of Mr. Adet; and upon which, as I know no-
thing beyond what you now have, it is impossible for me to make any comment. He will, of course, dispose of it'in
such a manner as he thinks most conducive to the honor, the interest, and welfare of our country; and, in the inte-
rim, and until I hear from you, I shall endeavor, and without a compromitment of any kind, to conciliate, so farlas
in my power, the good disposition of this Government towards us.

Isend you a gazette, which contains an official account of the arrival of Moreau at Fribourg, after making a
safe and honorable retreat through a great extent of country, and to which he was exposed by the defeat of Jourdan.
He is now cunsidered as out of danger. The army, too, under Beurnonville is said to be reorganized, and in consi-
derable force, so that it is pussible, notwithstanding the late season of the year, something further may be done, and
especially if the Archduke, by advancing, courts a new rencounter.

Yesterday the English minister arrived; but what the prospect of peace is, there is no datum whereon to hazard
a conjecture.

The Minister of External Relations to the Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States of America.

Paris, 16 Vendemiaire, (Oct. 7th, 1796)

5th year of the republic.
Crr1zeN MINISTER:

The executive directory charges me to notify to you the suspension of all the functions which it has prescribed
to the minister plenipotentiary of the French republic near the United States. It charges me, likewise, to commu-
nicate to you the arrét, of which I have the honor to send you a copy, and agreeably to which our ships, armed for
war, will treat the United States, as these suffer the English to treat them.

‘The first step, citizen minister, does not need to be commented on. My despatches of the 19th Ventose, and
19th Messidor last, and more especially the events which have, for some time past, followed each other in the United
States, sufficiently explain its motives. Citizen Adet will enter with the Federal Government upon further expla-
nations, which, 1 dare hope, will fully justify to it the measure of the executive directory. Itis painful for the
French Government to see itself forced to acts which bespeak a coldness between two nations, whom so many cir-
cumstances engage to unite themselves more and more closely. But, citizen minister, you know too well from what
side the first blow was given to that friendship, which our two nations had sworn to. Itis very consoling for the exe-
cutive directory, on reviewing its conduct, and that of the Government which preceded it, to find that the French
republic is blameless in this frespect. At present, its dignity would evidently be brought into question, it would
neglect its duty, if it did not give unequivocal ﬁroofs of a just dissatisfaction.

. The ordinary relations subsisting between the two people, in virtue of the conventions and treaties, shall not, on
this account, be suspended. The consnls will remain charged to superintend them. The eventual modification
which shall be produced, in that state of things, by the arrét of the directory, I communicate to you, can,in no
manner, be considered as alterations made by us. "These would generally be commanded by the circumstances, and
by the violation of the most general laws of neutrality, which the English take the liberty to commit, if they were
not, as they are, the fulfiiment of the treaty between the two republics, and the necessary consequence of the treaty
since concluded between the United States and England. The Federal Government is too enlightened not to have
iuresglqn all the results of that treaty, and, no doubt, too just to desire that its whole weight should fall on the French
republic. .

. It shall not be the fault of the executive directory, citizen minister, if the political relations between the two na-
tions are not speedily re-established on the footing tiley ought to be, and if the clouds, which cast a gloom on our
alliance be not dispelled by frank and loyal explanations, to which'it will be anxious to listen; above all, citizen
minister, when they shall be made through you.

Health and fraternity.

CH. DE LA CROIX,
94 voL. 1.
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The Minister Plenipotentiary of the Unifed States to the Minister of Foreign Affuirs.
Paris, October 12th, 1796.

I have just been favored with yours of the 7th instant, (16th Vendemiaire) announcing that the directoire exécutif

had suspended Mr. Adet’s functions as minister plenipotentiary to the United States; and had likewise given orders
that the armed ships of the republic should treat our vessels in the same manner as the English treat them; and that
both measures were taken in consequence of cerfain acts of our Government, which have occurred in the course of
the present war; and particularly our late treaty with Great Britain.
. Y have received this communication with real concern, because I had presumed that the explanation I had given
in my replies to your several complains, stated in the two notes to which youn refer, was satisfactory; and because
I cannot otherwise than lament that any incident should occur, and especially during my service here, which be-
trayed a diminution on either side of that harmony and friendship which ought alwgs to subsist between our Go-
vernments. I flatter myself, however, that this discontent will prove transitory, and that I shall soon have the plea-
sure to witness the complete restoration of that sincere and cordial amity which has heretofore so happily subsisted
between the two republics, '

I forbear to add any thing, at present, upon the subject of your complaints, because, in the state inwhich that bu-
siness now is, it could not otherwise than be unprofitable, and because 1 would illy accord with the respect I owe to
my own Government, before whom that subject now is, for me to address you further ‘on it, at the present mo-
ment. I shall await, therefore, with patience, as it is my duty to do, the orders of the President in this respect, to
whom it belongs to direct the course it may be deemed suitable for me to take in the present conjuncture.

Be assured, sir, that, as there is no political object which I have more sincerely at heart than a continuance of
perfect harmony between our two republics, so no_political incidents can occur, to give me so much pleasure, as
those in which 1 become the organ of such communications as have a tendency to promote it.

I caunot close my reply, citizen minister, without makmﬁ to yourself, and the directoire exécutif, my sincere ac-
knowledgment for the attention with which you have heard my several communications, formal and informal, on
this subject; and in_which I have endeavored, with the best views towards the interest and welfare of both coun-
tries, to divert you from any measure of this kind, and I beg to assure you that the liberal sentiments you have been
pleased to express in my favor will always prove a source of the most grateful remembrance.

Minister of Foreign Affairs to Mr. Monroe, Minister Plenipotentiary of the United Stales of America.

Paris, 12th Frimaire, (Dec. 2d, 1796) 5th year of the republic.
CrrizeN MINISTER: . | A . ‘
As the avrival of Mr. Pinckney at Paris seems to be near at hand, if it has not already taken
place, I thought it incumbent on me to inform you of the formalities which you will have to observe on that occa-
sion. It is customary that the recalled ministerand his successor transmit to the minister of external relations the
copy of their credentials and letters of recall. Presuming that your letters of recall have already been received by

you, I invite you to communicate them to me as soon as possible. .
Health and fraternity.
+ CH.DE LA CROIX.

The Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States of America to the Minister of Foreign Affuirs.
Paris, December 3, 1795,

I have been honored with your favor of yesterday, prescribing the mode to be pursued upon the arrival of
Mr. Pinckney, who succeeds me in the office of minister plenipotentiary. with the French republic, by forwarding
to you his lefters of credence with mine of recall, and which Iwill most_willingly comply with as soon as he arrives,
He may be daily expected; perhaps he is already arrived, of which I will inform_you as soon_as advised of it. 1
* have not yet received my letter of recall, or would now send you a copy of it: I expect it by Mr. Pinckney,
being so advised by our Secretary of State, who then announced to me only the fact that I was recalled.
Accept the assyrance, &e.

The Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States of America to the Minister of Foreign Affuirs.
Paris, December 6, 1796,

1 have the honor to inform you that my successor (Mr. Pinckney) is arrived, and is desirous of waiting o1
you for the purpose of presenting a copy of his letter of credence for the directoire exécutif of the French republic.
By him Lhave also received my letter of recall. Permit me, therefore, torequest you will be so obliging as to appnint
a time when ¥ir. Pinckney and myself shall have the honor to attend you, for the purpose of presenting you copies
of these documents.

The Minister of Foreign Affairs fo the Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States of America.

Paris, 19th Frimaire, (December 9, 1796) 5th year of the republi..

CrrizeN MiNisTER:

1 have received the letter you did me the honor to write to me, in which you demand an interview for the
citizen Pinckney, appointed your successor, in order to deliver me a copy of his credentials and of your letter of
recall. Y shall be glad to receive you this very day, from one o’clock in the afternoon to four, if you can find it
convenient. I request you to propose it to citizen Pinckney. R

Health and fraternity.
CH. DE LA CROIX.

PAI.\IS, 21st Frimaire, (December 11, 1796) 5th year of the republic.

CrTizEN MINISTER?

I hastened to lay before the executive directory the copy of your letter of recall and of the credentials of
Mr. Pinckney, whom the President of the United States has appointed to succeed you as minister plenipotentiary
of the said States near the French republic. The directory has charged me to notify to you “ that it will no longer
recognize nor receive a minister plenipotentiary from the United States, until after a‘reparation of the grievances
demanded of the American Government, and which the French republic has a right to expect.”
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I beg you, citizen minister, to be persuaded that this determination, which is become necessary, does not oppose
the continuance of the affection between the French republic and the American people, which is grounded on for-
mer good offices and reciprocal interests an affection which you have taken pleasure in cultivating by all the means

in your power. . . o
Accept, citizen minister, the assuraxce of my perfect consideration.
CH. BE LA CROIX.

Jumes Monroe, citizen of the United Stales, to the Minister of Foreign Affairs.

As my functions as minister plenipotentiary with the French republic have ceased by the letter of recall which
I had the honur to present you some time since, and as it is my wish, in obedience to the order of my Government,
1o take my leave of the directoire exécutif without delay, permit me, citizen minister, again to request that you
will be so obliging as present this subject before that body, and obtain from it as early an appointment for that pur-

pose as may suit 1ts convenience,
Accept the assurance, &c.

The Mlinister of Foreign Affuirs fo My, Monroe.
Paris, 7th Nivose, (Dec. 27, 1796) 5th year of the republic.
I have the honor of informing you, citizen, that the directory will give, nest Decade, (December 30) a pri-

vate audience, for the delivery of your letters of recall. I inviteyou to come, between 11 and half past 11 o’clock,
o the house of external relations.  We will proceed together to the directory, to whom I shall have the honor to

present you. . . - . : 3
_ Accept, citizen, the expression of the high consideration and of the sincere attachment which are due to your
21IVIC virtues.
CH. DE LA CROIX.

Address of My, Monvroe to the Directory on presenting his letter of recall.

I have the honor to present you with my letter of recall from the President of the United States of America,
which closes my political functions with the French republic; and I have likewise the honor to add, that I am in-
structed by the President to avail myself of this occasion to renew to you, on his part, an assurance of the solicitude
which the United States feel for the happiness of the French republic. .

In performing this act, many other considerations crowd themselves upon my mind. I was a witness to a Revo-
lution 1n my own country. I was deeply penetrated with its principles, which are the same with those of your Re-
volution. I saw, too, its difficulties; and remembering these, and the important services rendered us by France
wpon that occasion, I have partaken with you in all the perilous and trying situations in which you have been placed.

It was my fortune toarrive among you in a moment of complicated danger from within and from without; and it is
with the most heartfelt satisfaction that, in taking my leave, I behold victor{ and the dawn of prosperity upon the
puint of realizing, under the auspices of a wise and excellent constitution, all the great objects for which, in council
and the field, you have so long and so nobly contended. The information which I shall carry to America of this
state of your affairs will be received by my countrymen with the same joy and solicitude for its continuance, that I
now feel and declare for myself.

There is no object which I have always had more uniformly and sincerely at heart, than the continuance of a
cluse union and perfect harmony between our two nations. T accepted my mission with a view to use my utmost
«fforts to increase and promote this object, and I now derive consolation in a review of my conduct, from the know-
iedge that T have never deviated from it. ~Permit me, therefore, in withdrawing, to express an earnest wish that this
harmony may be perpetual. . i

beg leave to make to you, citizen directors, my particular acknowledgments for the confidence and attention
with which you have honored my mission during its continuance, and at the same toassure yon that, as I shall always
take a deep and sincere interest in whatever concerns the prosperity and welfare of the French republic, so I shall
aever cease, I my retirement, to pay you, in refurn for the attention you have shown me, the only acceptable recom-
prnse to generous minds, the tribute of a grateful remembrance.

Answer of the President of the Directory.

Mr. Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States of America:

By presenting this day to the executive directory your letters of recall, you offer a very strange spectacle to
Europe.” France, richin herfreedom, surrounded by the train of her victories, and strong in the esteem of herallies,
wifl not stoop to calculate the consequences of the condescension of the American Government to the wishes of its
ancient tyrants. ‘The French republic expects, however, that the successors of Columbus, Raleigh, and Penn, always
proud of their liberty, will never forget that they owe it to France. They will weigh in their wisdom the magnani-
mous friendship of the French people, with the crafty caresses of perfidious men, who meditate to bring them again
nnder their former yoke. Assure the good people of America, Mr. minister, that, like them, we adere liberty; that
they will always possess our esteem, and find in the French people that republican generosity which knows how to
wrant peace, as well as to cause its sovereignty to be respected. .

As for you, Mr. minister plenipotentiary, you have combated for principles; you have known the true interests
of your country—depart with our regret. We restore, in you, a representative to Americas and we preserve the
vemembrance of the citizen whose personal qualities did honor to that title.
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4th Coxeress. ] No. 119. [2d Sessiox.

FRANCE.

*
COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS, FEBRUARY 28, 1798.

The Secretary of State, in pursuance of an order of the Senate of the eighteenth of May, 1796, on the memorial and
petition of sundry citizens of the United States, residing in the city of Philadelphia, relative to the losses they
had sustained by the capture of their property by French armed vessels on the high seas, or in consequence of
the forced or voluntary sales of their provisions and merchandise, to the officers of the colonial administration of
the French republic, having examined the same, together with accounts of similar losses sustained by American
citizens from the French, in the European seas, or in the ports of France, which, in the details, were necessa-
rily connected with the former, respectfully reports: -

That, since the commencewment of the present war, various and continual complaints have been made by citi-
zens of the United States to the Department of State, and to the ministers of the United States in France, of inju-
ries done to their commerce under the authority of the French republic, and by its agents.  These injuries were

1st. Spoliations and maltreatment of their vessels at sea by French ships of war and privateers.

2d. A distressing and-long continued embargo laid upon their vessels at Bordeaux. in the years 1793 and 1794.
W 3%.I'Iéhe non-payment of bills, and other evidences of debts due, drawn by the colonial administrations in the

est Indies. )

4th. The seizure or forced sales of the cargoes of their vessels,and the appropriating of them to public use, with-
out paying for them, or paying inadequately, or delaying payment for a great length of time.

5th. ‘T'he non-performance of contracts made by the agents of the Government for supplies.

6th. The condemnation of their vessels and cargoes under such of the marine ordinances of France, as are in-
compatible with the treaties subsisting between the two countries. And

7th. The captures sanctioned by a decree of the National Convention of the 9th of May, 1793, (hereto annexed,
and marked A.g which, in violation of the treaty of amity and commerce, declared enemy’s goods on board of their
vessels lawful prize, and directed the French ships of war and privateers, to bring into port neutral vessels laden
with provisions and bound to an enemy’s port. It may be proper to remark here, that this decree of the Conven-
tion, directing the capture of neutral vessels laden with provisions and destined for enemy ports, preceded, by one
month, the order of the British Government for capturing ¢ all vessels loaded with corn, flour, or meal, bound o any
port in France, or any port occupied by the armies of France.” .

Such was the general nature of the claims of the citizens of the United States upon the French republic, previous
to the departure of Mr. Monroe, as minister plenipotentiary to France, in the summer of 1794, and since his resi-
dence there. To him were intrusted the documents which had been collected to substantiate pacticular complaints;
and he was instructed to press the French Government to ascertain and pay what might be found justly due. From
time to time, as additional cases rose, they were transmitted to him, with the like view. In September of that year,
he assigned to his secretary, Mr, Skipwith, (with the provisiona! appointment of ‘consul for Paris) the charge of stat-
ing the cases, and placing them in the proper frain of settlement, reserving to himself the duty of fixing general
principles with the Government, and of patronizing and superintending his proceedings.

In conformity with the direction of the minister, Mr. Skipwith, shortly afterwards, made a general report on the
injuries, and difficulties and vexations to which the commerce of the United States was snbjected by the regulations
and restraints of the French Government, or_by the abuses practised lgf its agents; to which he added a number of
particular cases. A copy of the whole, marked B, is hereto annexed. This report was laid before the French
Government; and, added to the various representatious of Mr. Monroe, and his predecessor, it produced a decree
of the joint committees of public safety, finance, commerce, and supplies, dated the 15th November, 1794, a copy
of which, marked C, is anneged. This decree, apparently calcnlated to remedy many of the evils complained
of, afforded but a very partial, in respect to compensations a comparatively small, relief, while it continued in force
the principle of the decree of the 9th of May, 1793, which rendered liable to seizure and confiscation the goods of
enemies found on board neutral vessels. American vessels had been declared exempt from that part of the decree
of the 9th of May, which authorised the seizing of vessels going to an enemy’s port with provisions, by the decree
of the National Convention of the 27th of July, 1793. ] . . i T

On the appearance of the decree of the 9th of May, the American minister at Paris remonstrated against it,as a
violation of tEe treaty of commerce between France and the United States. In consequence hereof, the Convention,
by a decree of the 23d of the same month, declare, * That the vessels of the United States are not comprised in the
regulations of the decree of the 9th of May.”” M..le Brun, the minister for foreign affairs, on the 26th of May, com-
municated this second decree to our minister, accompanying it with these words: “ you will there find a new con-
firmation of the principles from which the French people will never depart, with regard to their good friends and
allies, the United States of America.” Yet, two days only had elapsed before those principles were departed from:
on the 28th of May, the Convention repealed their decree of the 23d. The owners of a French privateer that had
captured a very rich American ship, (the Laurens) found means to effect the repeal, to enable them to keep hold on
their prize. They had even the apparent hardiness to say, beforehand, that the decree of the 23d would be re-
pealetf. . L. . .

- The American minister again complained. So, on the first of July, the Convention passed a fourth decree, again
declaring * That the vessels of the United States are not comprised in the regulations of the decree of the 9th of
May, conformably to the sixteenth [it should be the twenty-third] article of the treaty concluded the 6th of Febru-
ary, 1778.” The new minister for foreign affairs, M. Desforgues, accompanies this new decree of July 1st, with
the following expression: “ L am very happy_in being able to give you this new proof of the fraternal sentiments of
the French people for their allies, and of their determination to maintain to the utmost of their power, the treaties
subsisting between the two republics.” Yet this decree proved as unstable as the former—on the 27th of July it was
repealed.

pThe next decree on this subject was, that of the joint committees, of the 15th of November, 1794, already men-
tioned. Then followed the decree of the committee of public safety, of the 4th of January, 1795, (14th Nivose, 3d
year) repealing the 5th article in the decree of the 15th of November preceding, and, in_effect, the articles in the
original decree of the 9th of Ma;i', 1793, by which the treaty with the United States had been infringed. Itis not
necessary for the secretary to add, thatthe decree of the 4th of January, 1795, has been repealed by the decree of
the executive direclory of the 2d of July, 1796, under color of which are” committed the shocking depredations on
the commerce of the United States which are daily exhibited in the newspapers. The agents of the executive direc-
tory to the Leeward Islands, (Leblanc, Santhonax, and Raimond) on the 27th of November, 1796, passed a decree
(marked C. C.) for capturing all Jmerican vessels bound to or from British ports. The Secretary presumes this is
not an arbitrary, unauthorised act of their own, but that it is conformable to the intentions of the executive direc-
tory, the privateers of the French republic in Europe having captured some American vessels on the same pre-
tence, and the consul of the republic, at Cadiz, having explicitly avowed his determination to condemn American
vessels on that ground, pleading the decree of the directory for his authority.

The Secretary has already intimated that the decree of the 15th of November, 1794, was not followed by the ex-
tensively good effects expected from it. By a communication from Mr. Skipwith, of the 10th of last September,
(the latest communication from him in answer to the Secretary’s request for information) it appears that the claims
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for-detention of one hundred and three American vessels, by the embargo, at Bordeaus, remained undetermined,
no fands having been appropriated by the legislature for payment of them, and that none of the bills drawn by the
coloniul administrations in the West Indies had been paid to him, the treasury having tendered payment in assig-
nats at their nominal value, and, afterwards, in another species of Eaper called mandats, which had suffered a great
depreciation, even before they were put into circulation; both which modes of payment were refused to be accepted.

Che progress made by Mr. Skipwith in the adjustment of other claims, <o far as known to the Secretary, will ap-
pear1n the annesed printed statement, marked D, copies of which were transmitted, ten months ago, io the
o_iliiceg of the principal collectors of the customs, from the Department of State, for the information of our mercan-
tile citizens.

‘That nothing might be left undone which could be accomplished by the Executive, the attention of General
Pinckney, the present minister of the United States to France, was particularly directed to the subject of these
claims: but the interval which has elapsed since his departure has not admitted of any interesting communication
from him, on this business. . . .

In connexion with other spoliations by French armed vessels, the Secretary intended to mention those committed
under a decree dated the Ist of August, 1796, issued by Victor Hugues and Lebas, the special agents of the Execu-
tive directory, to the Windward Islands, declaring all vessels loaded with contraband articles of any kind, liable
to_seizure and confiscation, with their entire cargoes; withont making any discrimination in favor of those which
might be bound to neutral, or even to French ports.  This decree has been enforced against the American trade,
without any regard to the established forms of legal proceedings, as will appear from the annexed deposition, mark-
e‘]i E,of J os(iah Hempstead, master of the brigantine Patty of” Weathersfield. A copy of the decree, marked F, is
also annexed.

The Secretary has received a printed copy of another decree, of the same special agents to the Windward
Islands, dated the 13th of Pluviose, fifth year, answering to February 1st, 1797, authorizing the capture of all neu-
tral vessels destined to any of the YWindward or Leeward Islands in America, which have been delivered up to the
English, and occupied or defended by emigrants, naming Martinique, Saint Lucia, Tobago, Demarara, Berbice, and
Essequibo: and to Leeward, Port-au-Prince, Saint Marc, L’Archaye, and Jeremie; declaring such vessels and their
cargoes to be good prize; as well as all vessels cleared out vaguely for the West Indies. A copy of this last decree
will be added to this report, as soon as it shall be translated.

All which is respectfully submitted.

TIMOTHY PICKERING.
DErPARTMENT OF STATE, February 27, 1797.

A.
Copy of u decree of the National Convention, of the 9th of May, 1793, 2d year of the French republic.

The National Convention, after having heard the report of its committee of marine; considering that the flag of
neutral Powers is not respected by the enemies of France; that two cargoes of flour having arrived at Falmouth, in
Anglo-American vessels, and been brought before the war, for the service of the French marine, have been detained
in England by the Government, which would not (fay for it but at a price below what it had been sold for; that a ves-
sel of Papembourg, called the Z%erisia, commanded by Captain Hendrick Kob, loaded with warious effects belong-
ing to Frenchmen, was carried into Dover, the 2d of {ast March, by an English cutter:

"That a privateer of the same nation carried into the same Eort of Dover, on the 18th of the same month, the
Danish ship Mercury Christianland, Captain Treuchen, which had sailed from Dunkirk on the 17th, with a carge
of wheat, for Bordeaux: .

That the ship John, Captain Shkeley, loaded with about six thousand quintals of American wheat, in going from
Falmouth to Saint Maio, was stopped by a frigate, and carried to Guernsey, where the agents of Government have
sun%ly promised to pay the value of the cargo although it was not an French account: R
.. That one hundred and one French passengers, of different professions, embarked at Cadiz, by order of the Span-
ish minister, on board the Genoese ship Providence, Captain Ambrose Briasco, to be carried to Bayonne, were
shamefully pillaged by the crew of an English privateer: . -

That various reports, which are successively made by the seaport towns of the republic, announce that the same
acts of inhumanity and injustice are multiplied and repeated with impunity every day along the whole seacoast:

"That, under such circumstances, all the laws of nations being violated, it is not permissible that the French peo-
ple should fulfil towards all the neutral Powers, in general, the vow they have so repeatedly manifested, and con-
stantly make for the full and entire liberty of commerce and navigation, decrees as follows:

Arr. 1. The French ships of war and privateers may sto‘p2 and bring into the ports of the republic, such neutral
vessels as are loaded in whole or in part, either with provisions, belonging to neutrals, and. destined for enemy
ports, or with merchandise belonging to enemies.

I1. Merchandise belonging to enemies shall be declared good prize, and confiscated for the benefit of the captors;

the provisions, belonging to neutrals and loaded for enemy ports, shall be paid for according to their value i the
place for which they were destined. ’

IILI. In all cases, neutral vessels shall be refeased when the unlading of the provisions which are stopped, or
the merchandise which are seized, is completed; the freight for them shall be paid at the rate stipulated by the
ersons who shipped them. A just indemnity shall be made, in proportion to their detention, by the tribunals who
have cognizance of the validity of the prizes.

IV. Thosg tribunals shall be bound also to transmit, three days after their sentence, a duplicate of the inventory
o&_ the said provisions or merchandise to the minister of marine, and another duplicate to the minister for foreign
affairs.

V. The present law, applicable to all the prizes which have been made since the declaration of war, shall cease to
have eftect after the enemy Powers shall declare free, and not liable to seizure, although destined for the ports of

the republic, provisions which may be neutral property, and merchandise loaded in neutral ships, which belongs to
the French Government, or to French citizens. :

B.

To James DMonroe, Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States of America, af Paris.

S Paris, Pendemiaire, 3d year, (October, 1794,)
IR: —
At your request I now lay before you a statement of the innumerable embarrassments and difficulties which
our commerce has, for a long time. and still continues to labor under, in the different ports of the French republic.
1t is evident, if their Government does not soon remedy the incessant abuges and vexations practised daily upon our
merchants, vessels, captains, and crews, the trade of the United States with France must cease. I cannot give you
an ample detail of all the inconveniences and oppressions which have been thrown upon our commerce; many of
the consuls and their agents to whom you have written to forward such documents to my office, having not yet
done it; besides, it would take volumes to expose them at full length. ’ .
From the communication, however, already received from the different ports, and from the information I have
collected from the captains present, I can assure you that there are near three hundred sail of American vessels now
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in the ports of France; all of whom have suffered, or are suffering, more or less delay and difficulties, of which the
examples annexed will afford you a general view. The hardships of which I have chiefly to complain, and out of
which there grows incalculable evils, may be developed under four general heads.

1st. The capture indiscriminately of our vessels, at sea, by the vessels of war of the republic.

2d. The impossibility of Americans selling their cargoes, and receiving payment at the ports to which they are
conducted, or of their own accord arrive.

3d. The difficulties and procrastination which they find in their transactions with the boards of marine and
commerce.

4th. The non-compliance, or heretofore delay, in fulfilling the contracts, made by the agents of the French re~
public in America, for supplies of provisions.

_ The seizure of our vessels at sea often gives rise to the most serious and well founded complaints. The strip-
ping them of their officers and crews, who are generally replaced by boys and inexperienced hands, in order to be
conducted to ports, exposes them o much injury, and sometimes total loss; the confinement of our sailors taken out
of those vessels, the seals upon their cargoes, and, above all, the sending the papers to the commission of marine, at
Paris, involves the most unwarrantable hardships and delays, and, I am sorry to add, that all our vessels expe-
rience some of those difficulties; and, indeed, such as arrive with cargoes on account of the republic, months elap-
sing before the captains can get their clearances and papers, many of which are often lost or mislaid.

As to the second head, the agents of the commissions of commerce at the different ports, having no power to
treat directly for cargoes, it follows, that they must write to the commission at Paris for orders; am?, after one or
two months’ fruitless” correspondence, it often happens that the captains are obliged to come up to Paris, where,
being ignorant of forms and language, they have to encounter a thousand difficulties.

1t would be too tedious to mention all the inconveniences resulting from the third general complaint. In the
first place, the delays at the commission of marine are incredible. The captains, whose vessels are brought into
ports by the armed vessels of the republic, cannot withdraw their papers from the hands of the marine agents, but
arve forced to Paris, to solicit, time after time, of the marine, a report upon them to the committee of public
safety, 'The cruel delays attending this will be illustrated in the examples annexed. The report being made before
it can reach the latter body, it must have the signature of the commissaries, and go through other formalities, and
when it receives the sanction of the committee of safety, has to travel nearly the same road back. J udge, sir, of the
tedious delay attending this; indeed, you will see cases where the poor captains have been many months in arriving
at the above point; and I, myself, after having pressed several reclamations for weeks past, have not yet been able to
bring one to that issue.

.. To sell tothe commission of commerce, is still more difficult. "When a bargain is concluded with them, an order
is issued to the keepers of the public magazines to receive the cargo sold; who often pretend that there is no room
to receive 1t, and frequently they keep the captains waiting weeks before their whim or convenience will induce
them to receive it; this point gained, application must then be made ai Paris, to the commission of commerce, for
payment, who refer the captain to their board of agency; they make a report to the comptabilité of the same com-
mission, from thence it must go to the committee of finance, then to the committee of public safety, from whence it
returns to the comptabilité. This labyrinth of perplesity, of course, throws the captain into the hands of an agent,
who preys upon his distress; and when all these forms are fulfilled, it is not always that the captain can immedi-
ately touch his money. 1If,in the first instance, the commission will not purchase his cargo on the terms he asks,
they tell him he may depart; but, on returning to his vessel, is most commonly prevented from sailing by the agents
at the port. Ifit is mu.tuaily agreed that merchandise shall be taken in exchange, the difficulties become greater.
If assignats, with permission to export wines and brandy, the captain finds himself taken ins for the commission
will Eut those very articles in requisition. If the commission tells the captain that they do not want his cargo, and
that he may sell fo _individuals, he finds that he cannot export the proceeds unless he gives a security that The will
import afterwards into the republic the same amount in articles of the first necessity, such as provisions, &e.

the captain is so unfortunate as to have to treat with the agents of the commission, ke is certain to feel their impo-
sition; they frequently refuse to confirm their own agreements. 1In short, after every sort of delay and vexation,
should the captain claim an indemnity, he has to wade through double the difficulties heretofore stated, and, per-
haps, after all, to leave his business incomplete, in the hands of an agent. .

The fourth and last general complaint is of a delicate and important import. Mr. Fauchet, the French minister,
has made considerable purchases of provisions in America for account and in the name of the French republic; one
house has engaged to furnish twenty thousand barrels of flour; thirteen vessels loaded with these provisions have
already arrived; and in vain have I demanded of the commission of commerce their answer respecting the payment
of those contracts; except that in the commencement, they assured me the committee of finance had ordered the
payment of three cargoes at Bordeaux; but to my surprise, two days after, I found that no report had been made by
the commission of that committee.

You have judged, sir, the commerce of this country being immediately under the control of one branch of the
administration .O{P its Government, that it was necessary to adopt_some corresponding measures in order to protect
the rights and interests of our citizens, and, for that purpose, having provisionally named me to the place of consul,
I have accepted it, as well to answer your views, as in the hope of rendering some good to both republics.

Before 1 conclude, permit me to observe that it is of indispensable importance to obtain some mode of having
the claims of our citizens adjusted, for supplies furnished to the colonies of the French republic, and, likewise, the
numerous claims in consequence of the late embargo at Bordeaux. Iam authorized by many of the claimants to
adjust them, and have many of the documents in hand, but wish for further instructions from you.

I would offer to your view a statement of the immense sums already paid by this republic, and to be paid, as
indemnities for the extraordinary and useless delays of our vessels; but the consuls and agents have not yet tur-
nished me with the requisite documents; it is, however, a fact, that not a single vessel arrives from America and
departs, without having some such reclamation to make. I am persuaded that many millions are absorbed in this
manner.

It is with real regret, sir, that I find myself obliged, the duties of my station requiring it, to present to your view
so many complaints of so serious a nature, as, in my opinion, calls for your earliest attentions but, in domng this, I
do not, forget, and it will ever be my effort to cultivate, as much as possible, a good understanding between the citi-
zens of our country and those of France.

With respect, &c.

FULWAR SKIPWITH.
The Hon. Col. MoxroE.

A report on some of the American vessels captured by the armed vessels of the French republic, and carried into
the various ports of the republic.

1st. The ship Alexander, Captain Woodward, with a cargo of flour, on account of the French Government, was
captured on.the 5th of August last, by the frigate Agricola, and conducted to Rochefort, being stripped of all her
crew, except the cabin boy. This vessel, from extreme neglect, since her arrival at Rochefort, is In a condition
unfit for sea, without undergoing considerable repairs, and remains there deprived of her people. The demand of
the freight, agreeable to the charter party signed by Mr. Fauchet, has been long since, and remains, with the com-
mission of commerce. .

2d. The brigantine Olive Branch, Captain John Buffington, taken by the frigate Semillante, was conducted to
1’Orient on the 30th of August, with a mixed and perishable cargo; the seals remain upon her hatchess and besides
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having been rudely insulted by having her colors hauled down, by order of the captain of a French sloop of war. she
was deprived of her crew, and ran many risks of being wrecked by the inexperience and negligence of those who
were put on board of her. Lo . . R

3d. Brigantine Polly and Nancy, captain Brien, was taken into Brest the 26th of August, after being deprived
of ten of her ship’s company, X X .

4th. The brigantine Apollo, Captain Parker, taken the 26th of February. and carried to Rochefort, and not libe-
rated until the beginning of September, and the captain has not yet been able to prevail on the commission to make
a report to the committee of salut public, in order that he might obtain the indemnity so justly due him.

5th. The ship Robert, Captain \Vhippey, taken by the Proserpine frigate, and conducted to Brest. .

6th. Ship James, taken by an armed vessel, and conducted to L’Orient, in the month of August, after being
deprived of mate and ten men, . .

7th. Schooner Ruth, Captain John Peter, taken by the frigates the Railleuse, la Resolve, and the Insurgent, and
conducted to Rochefort, after being stripped_of all her crew, except the cabin boy, where she remains with her
hatcl}es closed, and the cargo (of ﬁsﬁ) in a perishing state.

Vessels of the United States now defained in different ports, loaded on account of the republic, their conliacts signed
by the French Minister, and payments not obfained, or at present likely to be obtained, of Government here.

At Bordeausx, since the 6th of August, 1794, the Ariel, Captain Decator; brigantine Mary, Captain Fleming;
brizantine Snsannah, Captain Towers.

1 have demanded payment of the cargoes of those three vessels of the commission of commerce,and wasanswer-
%xl thr]tt the c:(;mlnittee of finance had given an order for that purpose; but on my application to that body, I find

ey have not. . . . . . .

Arrived at Nantes in the month of August, the Goddess of Liberty, Captain Glad, and Mary, Captain Puller,
2,720 burrels of flours the Norfolk, Captain Baron, and Bellona, Captain Brooks, 4,203 barrels of flour.

At L’Ovient, 5th August, the Alexander, Captain Woodward, 1,595 barrels of flour.

At Brest, 26th August, the Polly and Nancy, Captain Bryan, loaded with flour, and three others.

At Rochefort, 2d September, brigantine Sally, Captain Grice, 1,638 barrels of flour.

All the above vessels are waiting; and though I do not get a positive denial, I can obfain no promise of payment
for their cargoes.

Particular cases of American vessels.

1st. The Paragon, Captain Gerrish, I laded at St. Lucie in September, 1793, and cleared her for Amsterdam; in
the month following she was stranded upon the French coast, in the Department of Montagne sur mer. The judges
of the Canton of St. Jose ordered the part of the cargo damaged to be sold, and the good to be stored. The cap-
tain, after four journeys to Paris, fruitless attendance on the marine, and twelve montﬁs detention, has been forced
tv abandon the pursuit; and since my residence here, though in the” quality of proprietor as well as consul, I have
not been able to obtain restitution of the property.

2. Captain Newell arrived at Havre in the month of June, 1793, with a cargo eighty-eight thousand livres value,
which he sold, and purchased to the amount of forty-seven thousand livres in articles of Tuxury. At the moment
his vessel being ready to depart, a decree of the National Assembly appeared, prohibiting the exportation of all mer-
chandise whatever: Newell was consequently obliged to despatch his vessel empty. Many months, however, after,
he procured from the commission of commerce permission to export those goods; and at his arrival at Havre, where
they lay, not finding an American vessel to be hired, he chartered a Danish one, and shipped the goods; but, apply-
ing for a clearance at the custom house, he was required not only to give approved surety of his landing the goods at
his particular port of residence in America, but likewise that he should ship them in an’ American vessel only, The
hardship of the case compelled him, of course, again to Paris; aud he is now in vain soliciting that he may he re-
lieved from giving a security, that as a stranger, he cannot obtain, and being allowed to export his property in other
than a neutral bottom, the one he has chartered lying all the while, at his expense, at nine pounds sterling per day.

3d. The brigantine Hope, Captain Hooper, captured and sent to Rochefort in  March last, whose cargo was sold
snun after to the commission of commerce, has only from that time to this been able to obtaina report from the com-
Thission of commerce to the committees of salut public and finance.

4th. The ship Kensington, Captain Kerr, was taken by a_frigate, and sent to Morlaix, the 28th April Jast; the
commission of commerce refused to purchase his cargo, notwithstanding he has been detained in port ever since.

5th. Some time ago, the commission of commerce purchased the cargo of the brigantine Iris; but finding after-
wards that the articles which composed that cargo might be bought on lower terms, they refused to comp‘:fy with
their contract; the proprietor therefore demanded restifution of a_considerable part of his carge remaining unsold,
and offered to take the price they pleased for the part that was; this was rejected; and the captain at present can
get no satisfaction whatever,

6th. The agents of the commission of commerce purchased at Havre, the cargo of the ship Fabius payable ir.
bills on Hamburg; but after a tedious delay, they would only give him bills on Basle, pretending they could not
draw on Humnburg; though they gave immediafely after bills on that place to_others. However, after another
month’s vexation and delay in this situation, Mr. Vans, the proprietor, obtained bills on Hamburg, which have
come _back protested for non-payment, and the commission yefuses to allow the customary damages. Mr. Vans
likewise sold to their agent at Dunkirk a valuable cargo, and the sale was ratified and approved by the represen-
tative of the people, then with the northern army, and who was possessed of the power from the Convention of
making unlimited purchases; still the commission of commerce oppose the fulfilment of the contract.

Fessels of the United States caplured going fo and coming from different poris, and their treatment by armed ves-
sels of the republic.

1st. The ship Mary, Captain Titcomb, on her passage from London to Boston, was captured by the sloop of w:
the Hendrick, (a prize to the French frigate the Surveillante.) Her passengers, among wh(?m thereywere threxc)a Amgl:
rican families, were plundered of their hats and watches; the crew experienced no better fate, and the cabin was
entirely ransacked. The passengers, though late at night, and the sea running extremely high, were hurried into a
small boat, and sent at some distance on board the sloop of war. ‘The women, of whom there were several, from
the hardships they underwent, have been indisposed ever since. The ship entered Brest on the Ist of September;
the put?segge_rs remain at this time on board a prison ship, and the commissary of marine has not yet made a report
upon the business, . . R

2d. The ship Severn, Captain Goodrich, on her passage from Bristol to New York, with several families on
board, who were going to settle in America, was captured by the Proserpine frigate, who took out of the Severn the
passengers, crew, papers, and live stock, and sent her into Brest on the 1st of September, where the passengers
remain on board the prison ship called the City of L’Orient, and no report can be obtained from the commission of
narine.

3d. The ship Mary, Captain Preble, was captured by the above mentioned frigate, on the 18th August, on her
passage from England to America, with a number of passengers, and has experienced the same freatment in every
respect that the Severn did.
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4th. The brigantine Theodesia, Captain Justice, was captured by a French squadron on the 14th September, and
conducied to Brest, with a perishable cargo, where she remains, her hatches closed; and as yet I cannot obtain a
report from the commission of marine. . . :

5th. "The schooner Roebuck, Captain Kensman, captured by the frigates Sucveillante_and Fidele, was carried
into Brest in May last. Her bills of loading were given to the commission of marine at I Orient, but not having
been forwarded to the commission here, no report can be had, =

_6th. The ship Canton, Captain M’Ghee, captured in the East Indies in the month of October, 1793, by a French

privateer, and sent to the Isle of France. . .

7th. The ship Woodrup Sims, Captain Hodgson, captured by the Jacobin and Atalanta frigates, and sent to
Rochefort the 12th September, remains with a perishable cargo on board, and no report can yet be obtained of the
commission of marine; this vessel, on her last voyage to Bordeaux, was detained nine months.

8th. The brigantine Peggy, —-—, taken by an armed brigantine of the republic, was conducted to Rochefort
the 3 the captain and crew were in prison during eight days, the seals put upon the hatches, and the papers
taken from the captain. N .

9th. The ship George, Captain Symes, captured by the frigate La Galathie, and carried into Morlaix in January
last, her papers and crew were wrested from her, and, after considerable delay of the cargo un board, it was landed
a?d lstorec{) It;y order of the judge of the peace, and not till some months after was a report made to the committee
of salut public.

10th. The brigantine Hope, Captain Hooper, taken by three frigates, and conducted to Rochefort in the month
of March, remains there still, and the captain at Paris unable to close his business.

11th. The ship Union, Captain Biard, taken the 12th January, by the frigate Lia Resolue.

C.

Extract from the Register of the Decrees of the Committee of Public Safety, of Finance, of Cominerce and Supplies,
of the .lZdilz'?pql _gom)entzon of the 25th Brumaire, (15th November, 1794) in the 3d year of the French republic,
one ant mnavistoe.

Art. I. The vessels of the United States, and those of the other neutral powers, may freely enter the ports of
the republic, and go out thence, whenever they shall think proper; and it shall not be permitted that any constituted
authority may delay their departure, or oblige the masters to sell their cargoes, against their consent.

II. When the masters or owners of neutral vessels think proper to sell their cargoes to Government, they shall
be paid in the manner which shall be mutually agreed upon.

III. itis enjoined upon all commanders of naval armaments, divisions, squadrons, fleets, or vessels, to respect
and cause to be respected, under their responsibility, towards neutrals, and the allies of the republic, the law of
nations, and the provisions of treaties, by a strict compliance with the terms of the decree of the National Conven-
tion of the 27th July, 1793. .

IV. In consequence, they are expressly forbidden to make these vessels deviate from their voyages; to take from
.on board of them the captains, sailors, or passengers, except soldiers actually in the service of enemy Powers; and
to seize the effects or merchandise which may be found therein, .

V. There is excepted from the prohibition contained in the foregoing article:—

1st. Merchandise belonging to Powers in enmity with the French republic, until those Powers shall have declared
free, and not liable to seizure, French merchandise loaded in neutral vessels.

2d. Merchandise, though neutral, which is called_contraband or prohibited. There is comprised under the
name of contraband or prohibited merchandise, arms, instruments, and munitions of war of every kind, horses and
their furméure, and every kind of goods, wares, and merchandise, destined for a place actually besieged, blockaded,
or invested.

VI. All merchandise seized on board of neutral vessels, as belonging to enemies of the republic, shall be unloaded
without delay, and, at most, within the term fixed for lay days by the charter party, which the master of the vessel
may carry. . . . .

VII. ‘The freight of enemy goods shall be paid at the rate contained in the bill of lading or charter party; and the
master shall have permission to employ the amount of it in the purchase of merchandise of the growth or fabric of
the republic, the exportation of which may be permitted.

VIII. The master of a vessel, on board of which shall be found the merchandise above described, shall be free to
depart as soon as they shail be unloaded. i

IX. In case merchandise, seized as belonging to enemies, shall appear to belong to neutrals, and be declared, in
consequence, not to be good prize, they shall be restored unchanged to the owner, if he shall not rather agree to sell
them. . )

X. The commission of marine shall immediately present to the committee of public safety a list of every native
subject of the Powers with whom the French republic is at war, who may (up to this day) have been seized in neu-
tral vessels, and their complaints shall be decided upon by particular decrees.

XI. The indemnities due to neutral masters, who have been detained at Bordeaux, in consequence of the embargo
which was laid there, shall be adjusted, without delay, by the commission of marine, conformably to the decree of
the committee of public safety of the 7th Germinal.* This commission shall render an account, within six days,
of the present situation of those claims. .

XII. Thecommission of marine is specially charged to receive and to examine the accounts which shall be pre-
sented to it by the agent of the United States, concerning the supplies which the American merchants have furnished
to the administrators of St. Domingo. It shall take all necessary measures to procure for the interested the most
speedy justice; and it shall present to the committee of public safety, finances, commerce, and supplies, the
result of its doings on this subject,

LLI]II. The commission of marine is charged fo cause the present decree to be published in all the ports of the
republic. .

pThe commission of foreign relations shall transmit it to the agents of the republic, to the allied or neutral nations,
with orders to communicate it to them, . i

A copy of it shall be delivered to the minister plenipotentiary of the United States of America, to serve as an
answer to the memorial (Yresentgd by him on the 17th of last Fructidor.

The members of said committees united.

MERLIN, (D.D.)

CAMBACERE,

CARNOT, &e.
CC.

Extract from the register of the resolves of the COmn}ilssit:In delegated by the French Government fo the Leeward
slands.

_ The commission resolves that the captains of French national vessels and privgfeers are authorized to stop and
bring into the ports of the colony American vessels bound to English ports, or coming from the said ports.

# 7th March, 1794,
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The vessels which are already taken, or shall be hereafter, shall remain in the ports of the colony until it shall be

ntherwise ordered.

At the Cape, the 7th Frimaire, (27th November) in the fifth year of the French republic, one and

indivisible.
Signed on the record of the procés-verbal, %gg%ﬁlggﬁresidml.
R AIMOND, ’} Commissioners.
PASCAL, Secretary General.

A true copy. .
The secretary general of the commission,

D.

PASCAL.

A statement of the claims of citizens of the United States upon the French republic, presented by Mr. Skipwith,
Consul General of the United States at Paris; and also of his proceedings and remarks upown them: viz.

List of American claims settled with the French Go(rernment, by Fulwar Skipwith.

No. 1. Brig Apollo, of Boston, Captain Benjamin Parker, captured, and carried into
Rochetort. Recovered an indemnity. Paid to the captain - - -
2, Ship George, of Boston, Captain Elias Dawes Symes, captured, and carried into
Morlaix. An indemnity was allowed by the committee of salut public for her detention,
to be regulated by arbitrators, who made up their award for demurrage in assignats; but
by my repeated applications to the committees of Government, I obtained the payment of
#£1,355 sterling, in silver - - - - - - - - -
3. Schooner_Trial, Captain Timothy Tuft, was detained, by embargo, at Calais. I
recovered for him an indemnity. Paid to the captain - - - - -
4. Ship Alexander, Captain Thomas Woodward, captured, and carried into Rochefort,
1 obtained for him the payment of his freight; also an indemnity for demurrage of 39,676
livres specie, 3,418 assignats. The specie part was paid in assignats, with the deprecia-
tion; and I accounted to the captain for specie: besides, I had his vessel repaired at this
Government’s expense. Paid to the captain - - - - - -
5. Brig Margaret, Captain Benjamin Berry, captured, and carried into Havre. Ireco-
vered for him. Paid to the captain - - - R - -
6. Ship Minerva, Captain "Fhomas Cutts, captured, and carried into Brest. I reco-
vered for her demurrage £2,460 sterling, Paid to the captain, in bills - - -
7. Brig Robert, Captain Coffyn Whippey, captured, and carried info Brest. I reco-
vered for her demurrage 26,136 livres specie; paid in assignats, at the course of exchange,
and in assignats 12,100 for the captain’s expenditures. Settled with the captain -
8. Ship McGilvra, Captain Hugh Gemmel, captured, and carried into Brest. I have
recovered the payment of freight and demurrage, amounting to 35,661 marcs banco, and
15,000 assignats.  Remitted, agreeably to the captain’s orders, - =~ - - -
9. Ship Kensington, Captain Walker Kerr, captured, and carried into Morlaix. In-
denimnity for demurrage recovered and pai - - - . - -
10, Schooner Helen, Captain John Craft, captured, and carried into Bordeaux. His
cargo of corn seized upon by the officers of Government. Recovered, in payment of his
cargo, 46,321 livres, specie, and for demurrage and indemuity, 13,104 livres, specie, and

5,425 In assignats - - - - - - -

11. Brig Nancy. Captain Andrew Dunning, captured, and carried into Brest. Reco-
vered for hts detention and demurrage £460 sterling, in specie, 14,600 in assignats, and
£12 sterling for two thousand staves - - - - - - -

12. Brig Hope, Captain Asa Hooper, captured, and carried into Rochefort. Recovered
an indemnity ot 53,370 livres, specie, and 3,110 assignats. - - - -

13. Ship Fabius, Captain Conan, captured, and carried into Bordeaux. Recovered
his indemnity. Paid to the captain, to the amount of - - - - -

1. Messrs. Patten and Prentis, citizens of the United States, owned half of the cargo
of the Swedish ship, the Nittumfork, captured, and carried into Brest: the price of which
they recovered. 1 obtained for them an indemnity for their expenses, from the date of
thelr settlement to the day of their payment, of - - - - - -

15, Benjamin Jarvis had the French minister Fauchet’s bills on the commission of sup-
plies, for 165,000 livres, species the payment of which I obtained in assignats, at the rate
of exchange, and paid Mr. Jarvis in bullion - - - - - -

16, The ship President, Captain John Anderson Smith, brought from Baltimore a cargo
of flour, on account of the French republics nine hundred and ninety-four barrels of which
remained unpaid, on account of some difficulties between the supercargo and the French
agents, 1 recovered the payment of £2,236 10s. sterling, on account of Oliver Kane,
assignee of Mr, Barton - - - - - - - - -

17. The brig Eagle, Cag}ain William Conan, came as a cartel from Jersey, with
prisoners of war, to Roscoff, where she was stopped and detained. I obtained her release,
with permission to sail out; i)ut no indemnity was granted, this Government referring the
cauptain to the Power that employed him. . ]

18. The brig Friendship, Captain Ebenezer Hoyt, arrived at Rochefort. I obtained
for him the payment of his treight, amounting to 36,869 livres, specie; and also an indemnity
of 18,144 livres, specie, for his detention, - - - - - - -

19. The brig Hiram, Captain James Craig,ran aground near Boulogne; she wasgot off,
but carried into Boulogne, and detained there. I procured her release, but have not yet
been able to obtain an indemnity for her detention.

20, Thackster Tailor had received from his house of Baltimore bills of citizens Le
Compte and Gornon, agents of the French republic in America, to the amount of 30,000
pounds sterling. Those bills having protested for non-payment at Hamburg, I recovered
the amount from the Government, 720,000 livres, specie, - - - -

21. Ship Rising Sun, Captain Welkey; recovered the payment of his freight, of 8,580
dollars. Demurrage is not yet paid, - - - - - . -

22, William Vans had made a contract with some of this Government’sagents; I recover-
ed the payment for him (all but a small part, which remains unpaid) in brandies and wines,
specie, - - - - - - - - - -
pez.’s.’ John Dickey, agent of the house of Oliver and Thompson, of Baltimore, sold to
the Government a cargo of hemp, iron, and lead. I recovered the payment for him, of

24. Bark Apollo, Captain M’Gruder; recovered the payment of her cargo of flour, in
specie, - - - - - - - - - -

95 VOL. L.

Livres Specie.

34,791 00 0

32,520 00 0

39,676 00 0
34,887 00 0
59,040 00 0

26,136 00 0

65,992 13 7

13,104 00 0

11,328 00 0
53,370 00 0
39,807 05 0

165,000 00 0

53,676 00 0

.

55,013 00 0

720,000 00 0
46,332 00 0

385,926 00 0
161,479 10 0
107,070 00 0

Livres Assig.

4,451

176,000

'3,418
11,560

18,100
15,000
86,320

5,425

14,600
3,110

6,250
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I am soliciting the payment of the demurrage. R

25, Messrs. Townsend, Franklin, and Sadler, made contract with the French Govern-
ment; I have obtained for them arrétés from the committees of Government, for the pay-
ment of, in specie, - - - -

N. B. Remains unpaid 1,009,793 livres.

26. The brig Two Brothers, Captain Carman, delivered by contract a cargo of leathers

- - - - ”

2,939,693 00 0

I have obtained an arreté for the payment, in specie, of -

N. B. There is but one quarter paid.

27. Ship Hawk, Captain Moses West, delivered at Brest, by contract, a cargo of
leather; obtained an arreté for the payment, in specie, of - - -

N. B. Only one quarter paid.

28. Ship Olive Branch, Captain Buffington; obtained an arrété for the payment of
her cargo, 1n specie, - - - - - - - - -

N. B, Only one-fourth paid.

29. The schooner Success, Captain Elias Low; her cargo of fish taken for Govern-

260,526 00 @
130,938 00 ¢

147,537 00 G

ment’s use; obtained an arrété for the payment of - - - - 35,762 10 ¢
30. Schooner Industry, Captain Isaiah Snows; her cargo of fish taken for Government’s
use; obtained an arreté for the payment of - - - - - - - 42,300 00 O

N. B. One-third remains unpaid.

31. Joseph Piteairn, agent of Colonel Smith, delivered to the republic, by contract, the
cargoes of tht;. ships George and Lydia; recovered the payment of the same, amounting
to, 1n assignats, - - - - - - - - - -

32. Sh?p Ann, Captain Coffin, delivered at Havre, by contract, a cargo of pearlash,
and potash; obtained an arrété for the payment of, in specie, - - - - 155,567 16 0

33.. Ship Severn, Captain Gared Goodrich; obtained an arrété for the payment of her
freight, in specie, - - - - - - - - - - 922,641 19 0

N. B. Only one-fourth paid.

34. Captain Jacob Smith, of the ship General Green, sold to this Government a cargo
of hemp and iron, the payment of which I recovered, independently of the amount of the
irom, - - - - - - - - - - - - 42,275 00 0
35. Brig Polly, Captain Richard Christie. Obtained an order for the payment of de-
murrage, of - -, - - - - - - - - - 3847100

36. Brig Henry, Captain Henry Hodge, captured and carried into Morlaix. Got so
much endamaged, under the command of the prize_master, that the captain abandoned
her, entering his protest before the proper officer. Having previously obtained an_arrété,
that declared the vessel American property, I obtained likewise an order for another ves-
sel of the republic, in lieu of the Henry, at the choice of the captain, who pitched upon
an English prize, the Quaker. I have also obtained an indemnity for his detention, of
11,284 fivres. specie, and 11,536 assignats, - - - - - - 11,284 00 0 11,536

N. B. The'indemnity is not yet paid.

37. Brig Four Friends, Captain Joseph Gleen. Recovered the payment of his fieight,
(this vessel having been captured) in specie, - - - - - - 35196 00 0
Obtained also an arrété for his indemnity, amounting to 12,012 currt. in specie, - 26,693 00 0

N. B. 'The indemnity is not yet paid.

38. Brig Theodosia, Captain John Justice, captured and carried into ’Orient. I have
obtained an arrété for the payment of the indemnity, of 2,600 florins, equal, in specie, o 5,777 00 0

6,460,400

Claims before the Government.

39. The ship Severn, Captain Jared Goodrich, owned by Messrs. Thomas Piersall and Elijah Pell, of the city
of New York, bound from Bristol to New York, was captured by the French frigate Proserpine, and carried into
Brest. I obtained an arreté on the 24th day of Qctfober, 1794, which released the vessel, but condemned the greatest
part of the cargo, ordering the payment of the freight of the part condemned, and an indemnity for the detention.

N. B. The indemnity is fixed by the arbitrators, but not yet obtained.

Claims for the Cargo.

40. James Davy. I have claimed for him the release of the articles contained in his bill of lading, consisting of
three casks of merchandise, one long bundle do. three bundle shovels, one bundle pans, and six casks of iron weig?xts.
As most of this cargo has been distributed, I want the original invoices and testimonials of the value of the articles,
in order to recover the value of them; not determined. 3

41, Messrs. Malcomb M’Ewen and Son. I have claimed for them the release of tin and lead, to the amount of
£240 18s, sterling; but the original invoices are wanting for the recovery of the value; not determined.

42, Messrs, Moses Rogers and William Woolsey. I have claimed for them the release of their part of the
cargo; not determined. . . i

43. Messrs. John Cane and Brothers. Claimed their part of the cargo; not determined.

44, Andrew Van Tuyl. Cluimed his l_{)aﬂ: of the cargo; not determined.

45. Messrs. Peter Goelet and Robert Ratsey Goelet. ~ Claimed their part of the cargo; not determined.

16. Samuel Amos. Claimed his part of the cargo; not determined.

47. Nicholas Van Antwerp. Claimed his part of the cargos not determined. )

48. Krancis Basset. Claimed his part of the cargo. The commission of Marine has answered that the pro-
perty was released by the arréeté of October, 1794; it is supposed, of course, that it was re-shipped by the captain.
1 have wrote to Brest, and to Mr. Basset, for information. .

19, John Haster. ~Claimed his part of the cargo; not determined,

50. Messrs. Bbediat Bown and Andrew Bowne. Claimed their part of the cargo; not determined.

51. Joseph Blackwell. Claimed his part of the cargo; not determined.

52, Thomas Cadle. Claimed his part of the cargos not determined. i

53. Stephen Deblais. Claimed his part of the cargo; original invoices and prices of the goods, copy of the bill
of lading, wanting.

54, Messts, D%uglass and Ree. Claimed their part of the cargo; not determined.

55, Daniel Dunscomb. Claimed his part of the cargo. The property released, by arrété of the 26th of April,
1795. The value yet to be recovered. i

56, James Farley. Claimed his part of the cargo; not determined.

57. William Gazzam. Claimed his part of the cargo; not determined.

38, John J, Glover. Claimed his part of the cargo; not determined.

59, Peter Goelet. Claimed his part of the cargo; not determined.

60. John Ever. Claimed kis part of the cargos; not determined.

61. Zlessrs. Hallet and Bowne. Claimed their part of the cargo; not determined. .

62. Andrew Hammersly, Claimed his part of the cargo. I have wrote to Birmingham for a duplicate of the
invoice, that forwarded by Hammersly being so wet that no use can be made of it.
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63, Uriah Hendricks. Claimed his pact of the cargo. T have no invoice,

64. Messrs. Oliver and Hull. = Claimed their part of the cargo; not defermined.

65. John Lawrence. Claimed his part of the cargo; not determined.

66. Messrs. Loomess and Tillinghast. Claimed their part of the cargos not defermined.

67. Messrs. Liyde and Rogers. Claimed their part of the cargo; not determined.

68, Messrs. OQuthout and M’Ewen. _Claimed their part of the cargo; not determined.

69. Messrs. Pearsall and Pell. Claimed their part of the cargo; property released by arrété of the 26th April,
1795, Invoices wanted to recover the value.

70. Messrs. Thomsen and DM’Grego. Claimed their part of the cargo; not determined.

71. Walter Weyer, Claimed his part of the cargo; not determined.

72. Abraham Varick. Claimed his part of the cargo; not determnined.

73. Messrs. Underhill and Son. Claimed their part of the cargo; not determined.

t74. Messgs. Alexander and John Mowatt. Claimed their part of the cargo; property released, but the value not
yet recovered. -

75. Schooner Lark, Captain Samuel Lovet, was captured at sea, - The prize master lost both vessel and cargo,
on the coast near Bayonne. I obtained an arrété, which acknowledges the property of both vessel and cargo to be
American property, and orders the payment of the value thereof; which value is to be ascertained by arbitrators.
"The arbitration not yet made. . N

76. Brig Mary, of Haverhill, Captain Jonathan Titcorab, captured and carried into Brest. Obtained an arreté
which releases both vessel and cargo, and orders an indemnity for deviation and detention; the award is made up,
but the order of payment not yet issued. )

77. Ship Fame, Captain John Coleman captured and carried into L’Orient. Obtained an arrété for an indem-
nity; the award made up, but the order of payment not yet obtained. i -

78. Snow Mercury, Captain George Todd, captured and carried inte Morlaix, and released. The demand of an
indemnity not yet answered. .

79. Ship Andrew, Captain Samuel Makin, captured and carried into I’Orient. Claims made for the value of the
cargo, and for an indemnity for the detention of the vessel; not determined. ‘

80, Brig Trenton, Captain George Graham Hussey, captured by the French and retaken by the English. Claims
gmde for ;31 indemnity on behalf of the mate William Cook, who was taken out of her and was plundered; not yet

etermined.

81, The Ruby, Captain Dexter, captured and carried into Morlaix. Claimed for Mr Blake the value of the
cargo; not determined, i . X ’

82. Mr. Thomas Hickling, acting as American consul at St. Michael. Claimed for him his half of the cargo of
the Swedish ship the Nellsurljok, captured and carried into Brests not yet determined. *

83. Ship Little Cherub, Captain Rat. Bird, owned by Thomas Ramsden; captured and carried into Dunkirk.
Claimed an indemnity, demurrage, &c. not determined. L. i .

83. Brig A(rinphion, Captain Joshua Sayer, captured and carried in Cayenune. Claimed the payment of the freight;
notf, determined.

85. Brig Hero, Captain George Frost Blunt, captured and carried into Cherbourg. An arrété orders the indem-
nity to be settled by arbitrators. 'The award giving less demurrage than what is specified in the charter party, re-
monstrances are put in against; not yet determined, . Py

86. Brig Hero, Captain George Frost Blunt, captured and carried into Cheibourg. Messrs. James Burgess and
Co. of Charleston. Claimed for their part of the cargos; not determined.

d 87. .Brig Hero, captain Blunt; Messrs. David Lami), Montgomery. Claimed for their part of the cargos not
etermined.

88. Brig Samuel, Captain Alexander Black, captured and carried into St. Malo. Part of the cargo has been en-
damaged; recovered the payment of that part of the cargoe that was not damaged; claims for the damaged part and
{or an hédemmty, is pending before the Executive commission of marine. The part of the cargo paid amounted to

iv. 61.847 specie.

89, Schooner Abigail, Captain George Dunham, captured and carried into L’Orient. Obtained an arrété for the
indemnity which has been awarded, but the order of payment not yet obtained.

90. Ship Union, Captain Richard Beard, captured and carried into Cherbourg. Arrété granted for the payment
of the cargo and for an indemnity for detention; nothing yet paid.

91, Schooner Retrieve, Captain Daniel Jackson. Claimed part of her cargo taken by the French at Leogane, in
Hispaniola; no determination. L. )

92, Schooner Ruth, Captain John Peters, captured and carried into Rochefort. An indemnily was awarded for
his detention, but the captain not being satisfied with the award, a demand is put in to overset it.

93. Ship Annand Susannah, Captain Richard Lane, capturedand carried into 1°Orient. The indemnity is
awarded, but not yet obtained. i .

94. Captain Joshua Barney sold to this Government the cargoes of the Sidney, Ariadne, Pomona, Harmony.
Fame, an é\loggy. Obtained an arreté that the demurrage of these six vesselsbe settled by arbitrators. The award
not yet made.

95. Brig Olive Branch, Captain John Buffington. Indemnity for demurrage not yet obtained. -

9%. Schooner Success, Captain Elias Low. The award for the indemnity made up, but the payment not yet ob-
tained.

97. Schoouer Industry, Captain Isaiah Snow. The award for the indemnity made up, not yet paid.

98. Henry Saddler. Claimed for him demurrage of the Iris, Betsey and Enterprize; not yet determined.

99. Joseph Pitcairn. Claimed for him the demurrage of the George and Ann; not yet determined.

100. James Robert Livingston. Claimed for him the demurrage of the two brothers; not determined.

101, Isaac Cox Barnet. Claimed for demurrage of the Hawke; not yet gbtained.

102. Ship Ann and Susannah, Captain Richard Lane. Her cargo was sold to the Government by Mr. George
Bunker, one of the owners. Obtained the payment of it, liv. 96,390 specie. '

103. Ship Hamilton, Captain Teer.  Claimed her demurrages not yet obtained.

104. Ship Cincinnatus — agent, John Dickey. Claimed demurrage; not determined.

105. Barque Apollo, Captain M’Gruder. Claimed demurrages not determined. i

106. Schooner Sally, Captain John Hall. Her cargo of warlike stores was delivered {o the administration of
Guadaloupe, butnot yet paid. Claimed the payment of the same; rejected by the commission of marine for want of
an account liquidated at Guadaloupe, and proper vouchers; a fresh claim put in notwithstanding,

107, Ship Carolina, Captain Samuel Gerrish. This vessel was cast away on the coast near Boulogne; the Govern-
ment officers seized on the property that was saved, and the committee of public safefy passed anarreté, ordering
the sale of the same, and that out of the proceeds the captain should receive his freight. The goods saved were solﬁ
at vendue for assignats at the maximum price, which assignats would hardly pay near one-third of the freight. I
have remonstrated against the illegality of the proceeding as contrary to the convention made between France and
Americas no determination. . . )

108. Brig Triton, Captain William Ridgway, captured by the French privateer Rochambeau, and carried into
Martinico, where t}le vessel was released, but the captain condemned to pay 3,300 liv. specie to the privateer.
Claimed a restitution, and an indemnity for detention. The whole rejected by the commission of marine, because
the captain was not on board, nor the ship’s papers, when the capture was made.

109. Brig Mal(iy, Captain Nathaniel Halley, captured and carried into Brest. Claim is put in for an indemnity
for demurrage and detention, as also the freight of the goods condemned.

110. Brig Mary, Captain Halley; Peter Goelet, Claimed for him part of the cargo.

111. Brig Mary, Captain Halley; Charles Hopkins. Claimed for him part of the cargo.
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112. BrigMary, Captain Halley. Messrs. Richard Hallet and Walter Bowne. Claimed for their part of the cargo.

113. Brig Mary, Captain Halley. Messrs, Samuel Dexter and Thaddeus Pomerey. Claimed their part of the
cargo in behalf of Messrs. Robert Dale, Charles M *Ever, jun. Theophilus Bache, and Comfort Sands.

114. James Grubb. Claimed for him the payment of 66,000 livres specie, for flour delivered to the French ad-
ministration of Hispaniola. A

115. Sloop Jenny, of Savannah, Delaroque, master and owner; captured and carried into Cape Frangois, and
condemned. Claimed the value of the sloop and cargo, but it is impossible to obtain an order of payment, without
some documents to prove the value, which Mr. Delaroque has never transmitted. When the necessary papers ar-
rive, a claim will be put in for an indemnity. 3

116. Brig Friendship, Captain Henry Olney; supercargo, Ephraim Talbot; captured and carried into Bayonne.
Claimed an indewnity.  ~

117. Brig Betsey, Captain Daniel Boyer; owner, Mr. Stephen Vernon, of Philadelphia. Claimed the payment
of the cargo delivered .at St. Domingo. Rejected by the commission of marine, referring to the administration of
St. Domingo. A new claim put in.

118. The ship Jones and Richard, of Philadelphia, Captain Edmund Nowland, entered at Bordeaux, coming from
Hamburg, with dollars on board to purchase wines and brandies. He declared at the custom house on entering the
cash he had on board, and lodged it with the consul; ready to sail, the captain took his cash on board, where it was
seized. Claimed for him restitution of the same.

119. Armstrong and Barnwell, of New York. Claimed for them the payment of a bill of the French adminis-
tration of St. Domingo on the French minister near the United States, for liv. 16,225, which bill has been duly pro-
tested for refusal of payment by citizens Genet and La Forest.

120, James Vanuxem, for citizen Faure, He remitted four ordonnances on the minister plenipotentiary of France
near the United States, drawn at St. Domingo, to the amount of liv. 39,751. Claimed for him the payment of the
same; but the letter of attorney of Faure is wanted.

121. Peter La Maigre. Claimed for him the payment of six ordonnances on citizen Genet, duly protested,
amounting to liv. 138,776; not determined.

122. Schooner Dairy Maid, Captain John Hammel, plundered by the French privateer the Little Democrat.
Claimed the payment of the effects plundered agreeably to the accounts furnished; not determined.

123. Brig Magia, Captain Keyran Walshs owned by Mr, Ebenezer Stocker; of Newburyport, Massachusetts;
captured by the French frigate Medea, and recaptured by a British letter of marque. Claimed for the effects plun-
dered, and detention of the vessel, 2,204 dollars, agreeably to the accounts furnished.

124, Sloop Diligent, Captain John Cunningham; owned by Messrs. Solomon Wilson, George Benn, and Na-
thaniel Norsworthys captured and carried into Basseterre, island of Guadaloupe. Claimed an indemnity for the
detention and effects plundered, of $737 10. A

125, Brig Thomas, Captain John Saiter. Claimed the payment of the freight from Martinico to France, for
transporting a number of Krench sailors and soldiers.

126. Schooner Alice, Captain Joseph Gould; owned by John Bullock, of Providence, Rhode Island; captured
and carried into St. Lucie, and there condemned. Claimed the value of the vessel and cargo, and an indemnity.

127. Brig Gayoso, Captain Joseph Graisbury; owned by Messrs. Reed and Ford, of PhiTadelphia, plundered by
the French privateer Little Democrat. Claimed $2,386 90, agreeably to the account.

128. Brig William, Captain Benjamin Henderson; owned by William Gray, jun. of Salem; plundered by the
French privateer citizen Genet. ® Claimed the amount of the effects plundered, and an indemnitys not determined.

129, Schooner York, Captain Andrew Burk; owned by Mr. Nicholas Cruger, of New York; captured at Port
au Prince; both vessel and cargo condemned. Claimed the value of the whole, and an indemnity.

130. Sfpp Indian Chief, Captain Swail; captured and carried into Cherbourg. An arrété orders the payment of
an indemnity; but the award of the arbitrators is in assignats, which, by the considerable depreciation, cannot be
. received. Iam soliciting the payment of itin specie.

o _1:;“ 1. The John, Captain Clarke; captured and carried into Cherbourg. In the same situation as the Indian
hief,

132. The Jerusha, Captain Ebenezer Giles; captured by the French, recaptured by the British. Claimed an
indemnity for damages sustained whilst in the possession of the French.

133. Brig Hope, Captain Joseph Poole:

134. Sloop Rainbow, Captain Isaac Mackie; Messrs. Edward Dunantand Joshua Gilpin. Claimed for them the
payment of their accounts of flour delivered at Cape Francois, &c. &c. cargoes of the two above vessels,

135. Schooner Juno, Captain Archibald Maxwell. Claimed for William Lynch the payment of the cargo of
flour, beef, pork, &ec. delivered at Cape Nichola Mole.

136. Schooner Sally, Captain William Edgar. .

137. Ship Robin, Captain John Broock, of” Philadelphia. Claimed for Philip Care the payment for the cargoes
%zf g\e twol abtéve vessels, as also the value of his effects burnt and destroyed in the stores of Messrs. Creven Jeune

o. at the Cape,

138. Schooner James, Captain Dallstrandt; Christopher Lewis Lente, of New York. Claimed for him 125 half
Johannes freight, and $2,000 indemnity for the loss of his vessel. o

139. J ohanurrows, master of the sloop Lark, of Philadelphia. Claimed for him the payment of five colonial
bills of Guadaloupe on the French minister near the United States, on the protests of the said bills. It would have
been well that the first had been transmitted to my office. i

140. Sloop Confidence, of Newburyport, Captain Bradbury. Claimed the value of that part of the cargo that
was condemnued at Port de la Liberté, island of Guadalonpe, and an indemnity.

141. Schooner Success, Captain John Watson; George Brock, a passenger. Claimed for him the effects plun-
dered by the boat of the French frigate Concorde.

142. Danish ship Krageroe, Captain Hans P. Kinck; James Muschett. Claimed for him his part of the cargo
of tobacco, the said vessel being captured and carried into Brest.

143. Brig Eunice, Captain Benjamin Carleton; John Norris, John Barr, and James Barr, owners. Claimed an
indemnity for being embargoed at Brest.

144. Messrs. Cruger & Co. of New York. Claimed for them the payment of two original drafts of the admin-
istration of Port au Prince on citizen Genet, the one, No. 19, for liv. 10,951 17 9, and the other, No. 20, for liv.,
8,808 17. I wish they had been protested, and the protest transmitted to my office.

145. Ship Commerce, Captain Enoch Preble. Claimed for Messrs. Smith, De Saussure, and Darrell, the price
of four casks of indigo, taken by the captain of the French privateer Tyger, of St. Malo.

146. British brig’ Mary Ann, Captain John Simpson; Archibald Gracie. Claimed for him the tobacco he had
on hoard, as it was Shlpﬁed before the time allowed by the treaty to take notice of hostilities.

147. Dutilh and Wachsmuth. Their claim for an ordonnance from Port Republicain, island of St. Domingo, for
12,980 liv. specie, and that for a bond of 5,744 liv. 12 sous, 6 den. signed Bonevane, cannot be supported for want of
original papers and vouchers. N ‘

148. Paul Siemen. _His claim for supplies of flour, and gin cannot be supported for the same reasons.

149. Dutilh, of Philadelphia. Several of his claims, to the amount of liv. 9,445, for supplies furnished at St.
Domingo, cannot be supported for the same reasons.

150. Peter La Maigre, of Philadelphia. There are a number of copies of colonial draughts and ordennances,
the payment of which cannot be claimed for want of original palpers; also some original colonial bills, which the
Government pay in assignats, at their nominal value, and which 1 have not thought proper to receive till authorized
to that effect by the executors of La Maigre, decedsed.

151. Fair American, Captain Rt. Gillet. Claimed for Messrs. Vanuxem and Lambaert the amount of the cargo
abandoned at Cape Frangois at the time of its destruction, amounting to liv. 143,855 12 7. Claimed at the same
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time, for the same owners, liv. 35,695, for flour delivered at Port Republicain jn 1793, Claimed, likewise, for the
same, liv. 19,470, for five hundred barrels of flour, sold to the administration of Portau Prince. Those three claims
rejected for want of original papers and vouchers. . . .

152, James Gamble, of Philadelphia. Cluimed for him the payment of liv. 14,576 8, for the amount of a colonial
draft on_citizen Genet. Rejected, and the papers delivered back to Mr. Monroe. .

153, Brig Kitty, Captain William Waters; owned by Stephen Girard, of Philadelphia; condemned at Basse-
terre, Guadaloupe.  Having no official paper, not even a legal copy of the judgment, I have wrote to Mr. Girard,
tor the necessary papers and vouchers to support the claim. _ A A

154. Schooner Atalanta, of Washington, in North Carolina, (formerly the Washington) Captain Hugh Huston;
captured, condemned, and sold at Basseterre, Guadaloupe. No official copy of the condemnation; no other paper
hut the Captain’s protest, which is insufficient to present a claim upon. .

155. Ship Favorite; supercargo, Samuel Montgomery Brown, of Philadelphia. Ship and cargo were condemned
at Port au Prince for huving not declared all the produce on board. Not a single official paper to support the fact;
only relations of it by the supercargo. . o .

156. Messrs. James M’Currach & Co. of Philadelphia. Two copies of drafts from Port Republicain on citi-

zen Genet, There should have been, at least, certified two copies by the French consul at Philadelphia, and they
should be under a certificate of the sard consul, that the originals were deposited in his office.
. 157, Walter Stewart, of Philadelphia. His claim for livres 90,344.18, for supplies to the French Government of
St. Domingo, praceeding from the cargo of the brig Active, Captain Aaron Welch, and his other claim, for 32,450
livres, for flour delivered at St. Mare, are only supported i)y copies of ordonnances, certified by a public notary,
which is not sufficient. . i

158, Bartholomew Sarrazin, of Philadelphia. His claim for property destroyed at the Cape is not supported by
affidavits of indifterent persons, of the amount and value of it, or by any other testimony than his own.

159, Brig Brothers, Captain John Baptist Smith, owned by James Barry, of Philadelphia. There is only the
captain’s protest of his being taken by a French letter of marque, the Ca Ira, Captain Paris, fitted outat Charleston,
and earried into St. Bartholomew, whence the captain fled before condemnation. No claim can be supported with-
out the assistance of some other evidence. .

160. Slovp Matsey, Captain Frederick King, No other paper but the protest to prove that the cargo, left in
tie hands of Michael Levy, Aux Cayes, was taken by the orders of the Commissary Polverell, and not paid for.

161. Messra. Nicholas Cruger, George Codwise, and Joseph Roose. The copies of three ordonnances of Gua-
daloupe, on citizen Genet, not suflicient to obtain payments claims suspended for want of vouchers, original papers,
or copies authenticated. . X i

162, Schooner Polly, Captain Matthew Price, captured by the French privateer Narbonnaire, and carried into
Port au Prince, where the cargo was condemned. .

163. Messrs. Petit and Buyard, of Philadelphia. Copy of an ordonnance from Port Republicain on citizen
Genet, on account of pork, proceeciing from the cargo of the schooner Industry, and oil, of the schooner Franklin,
delivered at the Cape, and on account of property left at the Cape at the time of its destructions but no pieces of
evidence or vouchers to support any part of the claim. i

164, John Mayben, of Philadelphia. Several copies of ordonnances from the French West India Islands; butno
original paper to support a demand of payment. . : :

165, Sloop Mary Anne, of New Haven, Captain William Brentnall. Nothing but the copy of a declaration, on
(i;;th, rl;f the mate and one of the hands, that the said vessel was plundered by the French, and then captured by the

ritish.

166, Schooner Polly, of Washington, in North Carolina, Captain Nathaniel Willis. Freight and cargo plun-
dered by a French privateer; no other paper to ground a demaud but upon the protest. ..

167.” Schooner Lucy, Captain Loudon Bailey. The captain®s account of what the administration of Port au
Paix, island of St. Domingo, allowed him for his cargo, and what it would have fetched at the current price; no evi-
Jence to support the fact. . .

168. Schooner Betsey, Captain John Murphy. Mr, William_Patterson, of Baltimore, has transmitted an ac-
coun&: of the cargo belonging to bim, taken by the municipality of Pointe & Petre, but no evidence to support the de-
mand of payment.

169, James Saddler. Claimed his part of the cargo; not determined.

170. Messrs, Talbot, Allum, and Lee. Claimed their part of the cargo; property released by arrété of 26th
April, 17955 invoices wanted to recover the value.

In witness of the foregoing being a true statement of the one hundred and seventy American claims, as there-
in respectively described, and as will appear to be supported upon the various documents deposited in the
[1. 5] chancery of my office, I have hereunto affixed my name and seal of office, at Paris, this 20th day of No-
vember, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five, and of American independence the twentieth,
FULWAR SKIPWITH,
Consul General of the United States of America, near the republic of France.

List of American vessels detained by embargo, at gorgemtzc, and of the sums claimed for each, by the Consul at
ordeaue.

No. Vessels. Masters. Sums in livres, specie.

1. Thomas Wilson,

{i F. Goelet, © - 38,431 01 00

2., Richmond, - Lee, - - - 24,572 14 00
3. Lydia, - - Shubael Garduer, - 102,173 18 00
1. Bethia, - - J. Brumble, - - 164,967 19 08
5. Good Friends, - J. H. Ellison, - - 40,412 03 00
6. Harmony. J.O -

18,813 16 00
21,033 05 00
38,116 09 10
40,491 14 00
40,138 00 00
58,573 04 00
44,879 12 00

smond, -
‘William Fairdchilds,
Samuel Lewis, -
Clement Drew, -
‘William Miller, -
Thomas Wall, -
Nathaniel Shadwick,

7. Two Polly’s,
8. Favorite, -
9. Sterling, -
10. Prudence,
11, Peter,
12, Hope,

PO T O TR T U N N B B |
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19. Baring,
20, Minerva,
21. Merchant,

Samuel Cooper,
James Suett,
Jn. Jones,

89,972 00 00
26,755 03 04
23,364 14 06

P T T T T T T T T T T S T T U T T T N B

13. Mary, - - John Church, ' - - 61,144 00 00
14. Caroline, - - P. Wilder, - - 56,153 00 00
15, Pallas, - - William Wildes, - 52,476 00 00
16. Fame, - - Jn. Coleman, - 148,038 00 00
17. Molly - - Henry Johnson, - 63,693 09 04
18, Nymph, - - Thomas Webb, - 13,885 04 00

[ S N T LA T D T T R T O R R I B B
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LIST OF AMERICAN VESSELS—Continued.

No. Vessels. ' Masters. Sums in livres, specie.

32. Moily, Joshua Farrel, - 42,490 02 06

22. | Mary, - - - Rowling Jones, - - 31,222 01 00
23. Favorite, - - - . Orne, - - - 25,996 16 00
24, Somerset, - - Christie Miller, - - 49,353 11 09
25. Elizabeth, - - Nat. Clift, - - 23,811 18 00
26. Atnerica, - - - Js. Ewing, - - 48,760 05 00
27. | Sally, - - - In. Collins, - - 27,560 00 00
28. Penelope, - - - B. Hammond, - 38,597 13 00
29. Fanny, - - - Gamaliel Perry, - 29,030 01 00
30. George, - - - Daniel Prowse, - 30,309 06 00
31. ame, - - - Alexander Fraser, 36,140 06 00
33. Commerce, - - Enoch Preble, - 56,869 11 00
34. Agnes, - - - Richard Wells, - 27,976 18 00
35. Harmony, - - Diedrich Tegler, 30,155 15 06
36. Thomas, - - - John Revell, - 22,388 12 00
37. Vulture, - - Jn. March, - 28,567 16 00
38, President, - William Russell, 17,418 17 06

- William Garhart,
J. M. Speaks,
Robert Emery,
J. Crozier,

17,886 06 08
42,570 19 06
33,970 12 00
16,813 00 00

39. Hannah, -
40. | Maryland,
41, | Diapa, -
42, Sans Soucie,

[ I I
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F. Dorsett. 10,304 08 00

57. Patuxent Planter,
Lemuel White,

58, Neptune, - 21,433 10 00

[ T T T T Y

43. Massachusetts, - J. Wihite, 17,056 00 00
44. | Zephyr, - - - J. Papper, 25,492 02 00
45, Speedwell, - - J. Crawford, - 22,690 08 00
46. Diana, - - - Martin Pease, - 23,160 00 00
47. Columbia, - - William Potte, - 14,904 15 00
48, Nancy, - - - ‘William Gerrish, 16,368 15 00
49, Carolina Planter, - Henry White, - - 53,606 16 00
50. | Fraoklin, - - - J. Wildrage, - 26,329 04 00
51, Louisa, - - - William Morgan, - 42,762 00 00
52, | Rugsell, - - - Daniel Reed, - - 72,248 04 00
53. Unien, - - - Thomas Johnson, - 26,717 14 00
54, |- Two Brothers, - - Amos Greenleaf, - 29,821 04 00
55, | Nancy, - - - Ed. West, - 92,755 00 00
56. Eliza, - - - J. Worsley, - 41,453 10 0v

El Minor, 23,993 10 00

59, Hope, - - S. Butman, 28,830 00 00
60. Harriet, - - Js. Bently, 27,710 00 00
61. Ruby, = - - _ Samue! Dexter, - 25,697 01 00
62. Friendship, . William Backhouse, - 29,949 10 00
63. Hector, - - Thomas Barker, - 22,018 17 06"
64. James, - - R. Palmer, - 14,018 00 00
65. | Polly, - - Thomas Carter, - 16,968 02 03
66. | Cumbetland, - Andrew Scott, - 36,085 12 04
67. Minerva, - - Russel Allen, - 17,869 10 00
68. | Minerva, - - . Cutts, . 31,032 07 06
69. Pattern, - - Js. Blackington, - 23,931 12 00
70. Two Sisters, - G. Pike, 22,819 17 06

Nat. Sergent, 12,516 08 00

. P. Coleman, - 39,514 02 06
74. Harmeny, Michael Alcorn, - 40,831 00 00
75. ohn, JIn. Pollard, - 25,091 16 00

3
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William Springer, 11,973 12 00
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77, Catharine, ‘William Teer, - 24,263 08 00
78. | Aurora, - Ju. Leaward, - 12,512 10 00
79. Connecticut, Alexander Little, 34,217 12 06

Jon. Fields,
Jn. Millinger,
Js. Young,

J. Millet,
Joshua Gage,
Jn. Robertson,

16,301 04 00
14,964 08 00
14,544 15 00
13,458 03 00
12,474 00 00
13,131 00 00

80. Liberty, -
81. Union,
82. Britannia,
83. John,

84, Nancy,
85. Active,
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86. | Hibernia, - - - J. Obrien, 15,584 08 00
87. Eliza, - - - Js. Clark, . - 37,776 00 00
88, Thomas, - - - Nehemiah Andrews, - 14,949 05 00
89, John, - - - G. Howland, - - 11,392 10 00
90. | Sally, - - - D. Lamb, - - 11,175 10 00
91, Diana, - - - Js. Dickey, - - 17,178 10 00
92. Martin, - - - Caleb Knowles, - - 11,666 03 00
93, Industry, - - - Amb. Atkins, - - 11,443 10 00
94, Jane, - - - Jn. Rodgers, - - 20,496 09 00
95, Peggy, - - - John Derby, - - 14,546 14 00
96. Genet, - - - Ephraim Wales, - 12,668 08 00
97. Betsy, - - - Jacob Greenleaf, - - 12,714 09 00
98. Penelope, - - - Jn. Bray, .- - - 5,457 16 00
99, Chelse Anne, - - Stanton Prentice, - - 5,827 10 00
100. Betsy, - - - Neid Reading, - - - 13,390 17 06
101, | Washington, - - N.B. Ash, - - - 15,966 00 00
102. | Hope, - - - Benjamin Shillaber, - 6,988 10 00
103. Hunter, - - - Thomas Chipman, - - 8,844 00 00

In witness of the foregoing being a true and exact copy of the original deposited in the chancery of my office,
[L.s.] Ihave hereunto affixed my name and seal of office, at Paris, this 20th day of November, 1795, and of

American Independence, the twentieth.
FULWAR SKIPWITH.
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E.

1. Josiam HexpstED, late master of the brigantine Patty, which, with her cargo, were the property of Justus
Riley, merchunt, of Wethersfield, in the State of Connecticut, testify and declare, that I sailed in the said brigan-
«ine from New London, in the same State, on the 31st day of July last, bound to the island of St. Bartholomew’s:
that, on the second day of September following, bein‘%m the latitude of seventeen degrees and twenty-four minutes
aorth of the equator, according to my observations, I was captured by a French cruiser, called the Iris, Lempot
cuptain, and carried into Guadaloupe, arriving on the fifth of said September at Basseterre: that on the same day I
was taken before Victor Hugues, whose first words addressed to me were these: I have confiscated your vessel
and cargo, yon damned rascal,”” doubling his fist and running it close to my face; and he continued talking for
<pme time, reviling the Government and people of the United States: that, on the 8th of September, I applied to
Victor Hugues to be informed when my vessel and cargo were to be tried, and he answered, tEat they had been al-
seady tried, and I might go about my business. I then requested a paper to produce to my owner as evidence of
the capture and condemnation of his vessel and cargo, which was granted: that I twice applied to Victor Hugues
ter ullow me something to enable myself and people to leave the island, but could obtain nothing.

I further certity, that the sloop Lucy, George Gilbert, master, belonging to Norwich, in Connecticut, was carried
mto Basseterre on the same day with the brigantine Patty, and, with her cargo, was condemned, without the exami-
ration of a single paper, which remained in the hands of Captain Gilbert 4l ‘after sentence of condemnation had
teen pronounced: nay, when I took into my hands Captain Gilbert’s orders from his owners, and attempted to read
thews in the hearing of Victor Hugues, he would not hear them. The next day the same orders were carried to the
finguister, to present to Victor Hugues; but, in- the afternoon. the linguister brought them back to Captain Gilbert,
«aying thut Victor Hugues would not receive them. The orders showed that Captain Gilbert was to perform a
vuyage to St. Croix, with liberty to touch at St. Bartholomew?s, but was not to deviate from those orders, because
the sloup was chartered for those two ports only, and that insurance was made accordingly.

JOSIAH HEMPSTED.

1'11x OF PHILADELPHIA, 55, : .

On the ninth day of November, Anno Domini, 1796, before me, Hilary Baker, mayor of the city of Philadel-
phiz, personally appeared the within named Josiah Hempsted, who being duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists of
Almighty Ged, doth solemuly declave and depose, that all and every the facts stated in the within® declaration, by
wiin this day before me subscribed, ave true. In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal, the day

and year atoresaid,
HILARY BAKER, Maeyor. [L.s.]

F.
EQUALITY. LIBERTY.

Extract from the Registers of the Special Agency of the Executive Dirvectory to the Windward Islands.

‘The special agents of the executive directory to the Windward Islands:

Considering that the laws as well ancient as modern, forbid neutrals to carry to the enemy contraband or pro-
hibited merchandises: . . ] .

Considering that, notwithstanding the complaints of the ninister plenipotentiary of the French republic near the
United States of North Awmerica, of which he has informed us by his letter of the 2d July, 1796, those States, and
esprcially Virginia, have fitted out vessels loaded with horses for the English:

DecrEE, that from this day forward, all vessels loaded with merchandises designated by the name of contraband,
as arms, instruments, munitions of war of what kind soever, horses, and their furniture, shall be stopped by the
ships of war and privateers, to be seized and confiscated for the benefit of the captors.

At Basseterre, Guadaloupe, the 1st Avgust, 1796. Signed on the register.

VICTOR HUGUES—LEBAS.

Compared with the register. __
VAUCHELET, Secrefary of the agency.

EQUALITY. LIBERTY.
DECREE.

The Special Agents of the Executive Directory to the Windward Istands.

Considering that the ports of the Windward and Leeward Islands, as well as those of Demarara, Essequibo
and Berbice, delivered up to the English, occupied and defended by emigrants, are in a state of regular siege, an
aot entitled to the same advantages as the ports of the different English colonies, possessed by that Power before
the war, or to other rights. . X A .

Considering that it is against every principle to treat a horde of insurgents, destitute of country, without go-
vermmnent, and without a flag, with the same respect as civilized nations preserve towards each other during a war.

Considering that, by "the authentic acts which are in our possession, it is proved that the divers places of the
:olonies delivered up to the English by the rebel Frenchmen and Batavians no more belong to the British Govern-
ment than la Vendée, in which the English ministry had, in like manner, mercenary troops untder pay,—some regi-
sents clad in the same uniform as those of England: considering that, in virtue of the 2d article of the treaty of
alliunce, concluded at Paris on the 6th of February, 1778, between the United States and France, the former
Power engaged to defend the American (Fossessmns in case of war, and that the Government and the commerce of
the Uuiteﬁ States have strangely abused the forbearance of the republic of France, in turning to its injury the
favors granted to them of trading in all the ports of the French colonies. o

That, by permitting neutral vessels any longer to carry provisions of war and of subsistence to men, evidently
in state of rebellion, would be to prolong civil war, and the calamitiesand crimes flowing therefrom—decree as fol-
fows: ‘

Articre L. The ships of the republic and French privateers are authorized to capture and conduct into the ports
of the republic neutral vessels destined for the Windward and Leeward Islands of America, delivered up to the
English, zﬁld uccgpied and defended by the emigrants. These ports are, Martinico, St. Lucie, Tobago, Demarara,
Berbice, Essequibos

And at tht(al Leeward, Port au Prince, St. Mark’s, P’ Archaye, and Jeremie.

ART. 2. Every armed vessel, having a commission from either of the said ports, shall be reputed a pirate, and
the erews adjudged and punished as such, ) .

Art. 3. The vessels and cargoes described in the Ist and 2d articles are declared good prize, and shall be
<uld for the benefit of the cuptors. . '

ArT. 4. Every captured vessel, which shall have cleared out under the vague denomination of est Indies, is
«omprehended in the 1st and 2d articles. . ) ]

ART. 5. The decree of the 4th of last Nivose, in pursuance of the resolution of the executive directory, of the
14th Messidor, 4th year, shall be executed till further orders, as far as shall npt be contravened by the present
decree, ‘ .
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This decree shall be printed, transcribed in the register of the criminal and commercial tribunals, sent to all the
French colonial ports, read, published, and posted up, wherever it may be necessary.
t shall be notified officially to the neutral Governments of St. Croix, St. Thomas, and St. Bartholomew’s.
Enjoining the criminal and commercial tribunals of Guadaloupe, their delegates in the different French colonies
and elsewhere, the rear admiral commandant on the West India station, and the head of the administration, to aid
in executing the present decree, each in his respective department.
Done at Basseterre, island of Guadaloupe, the 13th of Pluviose, 5th year of the French republic, one and indi-

visible.
VICTOR HUGUES & LEBAS.

To the Senate and House of Represenfalives %’ the United States in Congress assembled, the memorial and peti-
tion of the subscribers, citizens of the United States, dwelling in ﬁhiladelphia, respecifully showeth:

That your memorialists, and divers others, in the regular course of their trade, in the years 1793, 1794,
and 1795, invested very large sums of money in provisions and other merchandises suited to the West India market,
and sent them thither, where many cargoes were sold to the officers of colonial administration of the republic of
France, to be paid for in cash or colonial produce; many others were taken by force by the said officers from the
supercargoes and consignees, at prices arbitrarily fixed by themselves, to be paid for in produce at rates and terms
of credit fixed at their pleasure, and that others have been arrested on the high seas, carried into their ports, and
taken for the use of the republic withoutany stipulated price or contract: that your memorialists confidently believe,
that the amount of property belonging to the citizens of the United States, thus delivered to, and taken by, the ad-
ministrative bodies of the- French republic in the West Indies, exceeds two millions of dollars now in arrear, for
which your memorialists and others concerned, have no mode of obtaining payment, satisfaction, or redress; that
the usual course is, after taking the cargo by force and duress, to_detain the vessels under pretence of paying in
produce, until the masters and crew are wearied with sickness, delay, and insult. so as to be willing fo return,
either altogether without payment, or with such small portions thereof, as scarcely to pay the freight and charges
occasioned by these long delays, whereby, in most instances, the whole capital has been left behind, and in those
instances, where a considerable part of the carge has been paid forin colonial }irIoduce, the expenses of demuirage

" have consumed almost the whole, as by vouchers ready to be laid before the House, ora committee thereof, will
abundantly appear. R

our memorialist further show, that some of the earliest sufferers among them applied personally, and by memo-
rials, to citizens Genet, Fauchet, and Adet, the first and succeeding ministers of the French republic, for redress,
without obtaining it: they also applied, by memorial, to the President of the United States, who referred them to
the Secretary for the Department of State, whose advice they pursued in committing their claims to James Monroe,
Esq. minister plenipotentiary of the United States to the republic of France, at the time of his embarkation. ‘That,
although your memorialists are perfectly satisfied that the executive authority of the Union hath done all within its
power to procure redress to your memorialists, yet it has not had the desired effect.

Your memorialists further represent, that they had hoped that some arangement would have been assented to,
whereby, the debts due from the republic of France to the citizens of America might have been discharged, cut of
the debt due to her from the United States, and, under this expectation, they exercised patience, but finding that
money funded and transferred to anagent of the republic, all hope, from that resource, is vanished: your memorial-
ists feel the more concern that, while provision has been made by the Executive of the Union for obtaining from
other nations a redress for_ spoliations committed on their commerce, no measures hitherto adopted have been suc-
cessful for procuring satisfaction from that nation, which the merchants of this have shown so decided an affection
to, by supplying their islands with provisions and necessaries, at a greater risk than attended any other branch of
their trade, supplies that were absolutely necessary to their colonies, and which they could, from no other place,
nor in any other manner, be furnished with. . N i .

Your memorialists therefore pray, that the Legislature will take their suffering case into consideration, and
afford them such relief and protection as to their wisdom shall seem consistent with right and justice.

Clement & Taylor, Isaac Hazlehurst & Son, for
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Petit & Bayard,
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Walter Stewart,
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4th CoNGRESs.] No. 120. : ‘ ’ - [2d Sessiox.

AMERICAN SEAMEN. .
REPORTED TO THE HOUSE OF m}'mszwi'nxvxs, FEBRUARY 28, 1797,

Mr. LIvinGsTON, from the committee appointed on the 20th December last, to inquire into the operation of the act
for the relief and }Jrotection of American seamen, and to report what amendments sre necessary to be made
thereto, made the ol.lowing report: : :

"That, from the neglect of the collectors of the different ports, to transmit the returns divected by the said acts
to the Secretary of State, it is difficult to present any precise result of the operation of the law to the House.'

For the quarter ending with the 30th of September, 1796, the collectors of the following ports only had made the -
return of impressments directed by the 7th section of the act aforesaid, viz: Providence, (Rhode Island) Wash-
ington, South Quay, Ipswich, Dighton, and Philadelphia.

For the succeeding quarter, ending the 31st of December, 1796, the returns were made on this subject only by
the collectors of Philadelphia, }pswich, Dighton, Providence, (Rhode-Island) verbally by the collector of Boston.

1t, however, appears, from the communication received from the Secretary of State, and annexed to this report,
that affidavits have been transmitted to his office, taken, as well pursuant to the 5th section of the said act, as under
the direction of a circular Jetter written from that department on the 25th of March last, and that from those docu-
mi:nts there appear to have been impressed, by British ships of war and press-gangs, from on board American ves-
sels, 114 seamen— .

Of whom 54 are l::itizens of the United States, twenty-nine of whom whose States are particularly designated in

the return. ‘ ' T, )
12 natives of Great Britain or Ireland. .
19 foreigners, natives of other countries than Great-Britain or Ireland.
29 whose citizenship is uncertain, '

Total, 114 . . .

"The same neglect of the collectors, to make the proper returns, has prevented your committee from. procuring
and submitting to the House an accurate statement of the number of seamen enregistered pursuant to the 4th sec-
tion of the said act. It appears, however, that, in the two quarters preceding the 1st of January, 1797, there were
~egistered by the several collectors who have completed their returns, the number of 4,892 seamen—

Of whom 4,633 are native Americans. _
304 citizens by residence prior to the 3d of September, 1783.
* 41 naturalized citizens. A X
14 children of American citizens, born in a foreign country.

Total, 4,892

As to the operation of part of the law, directing the appointment of agents to reside in_ foreign ports, your com-
mittee report that no regular returns have heen received from the said agents of the number of impressed seamen
they have been able to discharge; but they understand, generally, that the law has operated beneficially in this
respect. . : '

l;(our committee also further report, that they have examined the suggestions contained in the letter annexed to
this report from the Secretary of State, on the subject of the allowance to sick, disabled, or needy American sea-
men, in foreign ports; and are of opinion that some further legislative proyision is necessary for their support; and,
as connected with that subject, that some provision is necessary for the relief and support of such disabled or inva-
lid seamen as may arrive at the different ports of the United States. .

The committee find that numbers of seamen, as well foreigners as natives, arriving at the different ports of the
United States, in such disabled situation, either become a great burthen to the public hospitals, where any such are
established, or are left to perish for want of proper attention.

They are of opinion that a sufficient fund might be raised for the support and relief of sick or disabled American
seamen, as well 1n foreign ports as in the United Statess either by an addiiional tonnage duty on all vessels enter-
ing the ports of the United States, or by a charge on the wages of all seamen shipped within the United States,
proportioned to the length of the voyage, to be paid or secured by the master, and deducted from the wages of his
crew.

; The committee, therefore, in relation to the several objects above specified, recommend the following reso-
utions, viz: :

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be directed to lay before this House, at its next meeting, an abstract of all
the returns which shall then have been made to him, by the collectors of the different ports, pursuant to the direc-
tions of the act for the relief and protection of American seamen; and also such communications from the agents
employed bi' virtue of the said act, in foreign ports, as may then be received. '

Resolved, That, instead of the allowance directed to be made by the act, ¢ coneerning consuls and vice-consuls,”
for the reliet and support of American seamen in foreign ports, provision ought to be made, by law, for allowing the
sum of fifty cents per day, to each man, and for defraying the expense of transporting sick or disabled seamen to
the United States. o X

Resolved, That provision ought to be made, by law, for collecting the sum of — cents, per month, from the
wages of every seaman sailing from any port of the United States, to be appropriated— :

1. To the temporary support and relief of sick or disabled seamen of the United States;
| 12 T((l) the foundagion of hospitals for the relief of such sick or disabled seamen, (when a sufficient fund shall be
collected.) .

s DEPARTMENT oF StaTE, February 17, 1797.
IR - .
I have the honor to enclose, agreeably to your request; a copi, marked A,* of the instructions prescribed by
the President of the United States, relative to the proofs of citizenship, and mode of taking the same, to entitle the
applicants to be registered as American seamen. An abstract, marked B,} of the returns received from different
collectors, of the seamen they have registered pursuant to the act of Congress. The committee will observe, thata
number of the collectors have made no returns. A statement, marked C, of seamen impressed or detained by foreign
Powers, extracted from the returns of the collectors. Copies, marked D, and DD, of returns of impressments, from
the collector of Pennsylvania; and an accopnt, marked E, of°such protests as have been transmitted to my office,
relative to impressed seamen, as well in pursuance of the fifth section of the act for the relief and protection of our
seamen, as in compliance with my request, in a circular letfer sent to the collectors, in March, 1796. The dates"

* Not to be found. 1 See Commerce and Navigation, No. 41.
96 VOL. L '



762 FOREIGN RELATIONS. [1797.

v

of the protests, compared with the date of the President’s instructions, transmitted by the Secretary of the Treasury
to the collectors, will indicate what protests have been returned pursuant to the act of Congress.

I have no particular information to communicate on the operation of the act in guestion, having heard no com-
plaints of difficulties or inconveniences.in executing it. But, in other respects, our seamen need more effectual pro-
tection and support. - ‘ i . . .

By the consular act, every master of an Ameriean vessel is required to receive and bring home, at least two of
our seamen whom he may find in foreign Eorts, for every hundred tons burthen of his vessel, without compensation
other than the seryice of the seamen, on their passage, if able to work; and if he refuses to receive them, the consul
of the place is authorized to prosecute him for a penalty of thirty dollars, in any court of competent jurisdiction,
for every seaman so refused. Now, if the master wants seamen, he will gladly ship them as part of his crew; if he
is full manned, to receive them will be inconvenient to him, or, at least, a burthen on his owners; and, in such
cases, the master will confrive to evade the law, and our seamen will suffer, if not be lost to their country. Be-
sides, in many foreign ports we have no consuls, and the penalty mentioned is incurred only when the master re-
fuses to receive the seamen on the request or order of the consul. And in what courts are our consuls, resident in
foreign tountries, to prosecute the delinquents ? I have asked the Attorney General’s opinion. He answers: in

_the courts of the United States. The provision for such prosecutions may, then, be considered as a nullity.
. by should not compensation be given to encourage the bringing home of destitute seamen? A very small duty
on every vessel, or on every seaman, (as formerly they were taxed for the support of Greenwich hospital) would
furnish an adequate fund. .

The consular act also authorizes our consuls to support our needy or sick seamen in foreigh ports, but restricts
the allowance to twelve cents a day, a sum that in but few ports in Europe would procure them a single meal;
and, as to the sick, they must be left to perish, unless the consuls, at their own expense, provide clothing, nurses,
and physicians. And who is to bury the dead ? Funeral expenses, in many places, are considerable.

Qur consuls have been in'the practice of giving certificates to protect our seamen from impressments. These

- certificates have formerly been respected, with some exceptions. Lord Greuville has complained to Mr. King of
numerous abuses by such protections being given to British subjects. Itis highly probable that some abuses have
taken places yet, as seamen sometimes lose their protections, it seems necessary that the consuls should continue
to give them.” The consuls of other nations do the same, and the difference of language is a guard against frauds.
Perhaps some rules might be prescribed to the consuls for their direction, to prevent abuses which, by bringing the
consular acts into discredit, will destroy their usefulness. The fee taken by the consuls, (some few, I%elieve,
issue the certificates gratis) is two dollars for each protection. _This seems too burthensome on the seamen; and if,
after all, carelessness, or other fault in some consulates in issuing certificates, should destroy the faith which
ought to be given to the consular seal, the evil will be greatly increased.

ese hints, written at your request, I submit to the consideration of the committee,

And am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant,
: TIMOTHY PICKERING.
Epwarp LivingstoN, Esq. Chairman of the Commilttee of the
House of Representatives, on the act for the relief and protection of American seamen.

c.

A Statement of Seamen belongi‘ng to ships and vessels of -the United States, impressed or detained by foreign Pow-
ers, taken from the returns of the Collectors of the Customs, to the Secretary of State, for the quarter ending the
?:Sgth Sep’t’ember, 1796, in pursuance of the seventh section of the * act for the relief and protection of American
Seamen.

Return of the collector of Providence, Rhode Island: That Benjamin Philips, master of the ship Rebecca, of
Providenge, who entered, on the 17th September last, from the Havanna, had two of his seamen impressed on his
passage thence. . -

Return of the collector of Washington: That there were none.

Return of the collector of South Quay: That there were none.

Return of the collector of Ipswich: ‘That there were none.

Return of the collector of Dighton: That there were none.

The foregoing are all the returns yet received relative toimpressments and detentions, for the quarier aforesaid,
except that from Penunsylvania district, a copy of which is annexed, marked D.

On the 25th of last March, and {)rekus to the passing of the act above mentioned, the Secretary of State had
addressed a circular letter to the collectors of the-principal ports in the United States, requesting them to take and
transmit to him affidavits relative to impressments, and other outrages committed on citizens of the United States,
by British ships of war. This they have ever since continued to do, seldom distinguishing, with much precision,
whether the affidavits transmitted were pursuant to the act of Congress, or the circular letfer; and as returns of
registered seamen have been made by many collectors who do not, at the same time, notice the impressments and
detentions which may have taken place, it is probable that they considered the transmission of the affidavits them-
selves, as superseding the necessity of a formal return. An account of those affidavits or protests, as far as they
come within the meaning of the act, will be found in the paper marked E. .

. A Statement of Seamen belonging to ships and vessels of the United States, impressed or detained by foreign Pow-
ers, taken from the returns of Collectors of the Customs, to the Secretary of State, for the quarter ending with
the 3378! Dece,agzber, 1796, in pursuance of the seventh section of the  act for the relief and profection of Ameri-
can Seamen. . )

"The collector of Ipswich: That there were none. .
"The collector of Dighton: That there were none. . . .
The collector of Providence, Rhode Island: That one seaman had been impressed from on board the brigantine
Betsy, of Providence, Zacha::lah Rhodes, master, on the 4th August, 1796, at Port-au-Prince, by the British ship
of war Indostan, captain Bostic; but he was afterwards restored. k
The collector of Boston reported personally to the Secretary of State: That, in his district, he had received no
- information of the impressment of a single seaman. . :

The return of the collector of Pennsylvania is annexed, marked DD.



D.

COPY OF THE RETURN OF IMPRESSMENTS, MADE BY THE COLLECTOR OF PENNSYLVANIA.
Abstract of American Seamen impressed by the belligerent Powers, commencing the 1st of July, and ending the 30th September, 1796,

BY WHOM IMPRESSED.

Nations to which

Datte of Names of vessels. Names of masters. Where from. Names of Seamen. Places of birth, Places of impressment, vessels impress-
eniry. Names of vessels Names of com-| ing belong.
¥ * manders.
Aug. 2, | Schooner Ann, E. D. Brown, Jeremie, Peter Vantuyl, - - | Uncertain, - | Irish Bay,Hispaniola,| Argonaut, - | Ball, « | British.
. Ditto, Ditto, Ditto; James Collins, - - | Ditto, - - | Ditto, - - itto, - - | Do. - Do.
3, BmgBMolly, Walter Midlen, | Port-au-Prince, | John Rush, - - - | Philadelphia, - | Port-au-Prince, - | Ceres frigate, - - - Do.
4, | Six Brothers, John Waters, Port-au-Paix, An_Irishman, naturalized in .
. Baltimore, - - | Sweden, - - | Cape Nichola Mole - - - - - Do.
8, | Amiable Creole, James M’Kever, | Port-au-Prince, | John Bane, - - - | Ireland, - - | Kingston, - - | Africa, - - - - Do.
9, | Ship American, —— Griswell, Londonderry, 20 passengers and one boy, - | Ditto, - - - - - - - - - - Do.
15, | Active, —— TRobertson, | St. Ubes, Philip Hay, a citizen by resi- . .
- 5 dence, - - - | Ditto, - - | Bristol, ~ - | Press Gang, -1 - Do.
18, | BrigTsabellaand Ann, | George Hawkins, | Port-au-Prince, | George M’Cormic, = Unknown, - | St. Marks, - | Frigate Success, - | Pigot, - Do.
22, | Sloop Sally, George Watts, - Ditto, A seaman, - - - | Sweden, - - - - - - - - - Do.
Snow Hope, ——— Ridge, | Jamaica, Ditto, _ - - - | Unknown, - . - - - - - - Do.
] Brig Fame, Thos. Churnside, | Jeremie, John White, - = - . - | State of Delaware, | Off Virginia, - | Thetis, - - - - Do.
27, | . Malabar, James Mitchell, * | Port-au-Prince, | Three seamen, no protection, | Uncertain, T - - - | Sampson, - - - - Do.
29, Aurora, Anmasa Parker, Cape Nicola Mole,| James Mason, had a protection, | Rhode Island, per . - - | Ditto, - - - - Do.
: . . . mate’s declaration, '
Rebecca, Dominic Davine, | Madeira, Alexander Porter, mate, - | Philadelphia, - - - - - - - - - Do.
L Robert Youngand Wm.Braten,| Unknown, - - - - - - - . Do.
Sept. 5, | Sloop Nancy, ‘William Small, | Leogan, A seaman, - - - | Holland, - - - - - - - - - - - Do.
6, | Brig Governor Brook, | Andrew Kelly, Cuba, . John Malone, no protection;
‘ had tuken an oath of alle- - .
| S giance to the United States, | Ireland, - - - - - | Drake sloop of war,| - - Do.
17, | Brig George, ——— Glen, Jamaica, Three foreigners impressed, and : .
two Americans returned in A D
- - - - - - - - - - 0.

their place, - -

‘NANWVHS NVOIUHNWY [-2621
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D D.

COPY OF THE RETURN OF IMPRESSMENTS AND DETENTIONS, BY THE COLLECTOR OF PENNSYLVANIA.

Abstract of American Seamen smpressed by the belligerent Powers, commencing the st of October, and ending the 31st of Detember, 1796.

Date of | Names of Vessels. Names of Where from, Names of Seamen, Places of Birth. Place of DY WO IMFIESSED. Nations to whom
entry. . . Masters. . Impressment. Names of they belong.
Names of Vessels. Masters, )
1796, , ' : , .
Oct. | Ship Eagle, Kearney, London, Thomas Jackson, Englishman At Sea, - - .. British.
17 oop Driver, orry, Port-au-Prince,| Name unknown, Two En_ghsfxmen, " - - - - - . Do.
13 | Ship Edward, Howland, Liverpol, ‘William Collet, Uncertain whether a citizen, - - - “ - . Do.
14 ‘Wilmington, ields, I Name unknown, - A foreigner, - - - - - - . Do.
15 Golden Age, | Earl, Kingston, - - . Dane, - - - - - - Do.
~  George, Rice, Hull, - - - Two Irishmen, - - - - - - Do.
17 Caroline, Hilton, Liverpool, Jonathan Glover, Massachusetts, - - - - .- Do,
- - - - - Name unknown, Two Foreigners, - - - - - - . Do.
Schooner Virginia, | Sellick, Port-au-Prince,| Name unknown, Uncerfain whether a citizen, - - - - - . Do.
18 | Brig Caroline, Morton, Rotterdam, Name unknown, Two foreigners, - - - - . - . Do.
Friendship, Repley, Port-au-Prince, | Joseph Johnson, Delaware, Port-au-Prince, - - “ . Do.
Sea Nymph, | Hastie, Grenada, Isaac Lawrd, Uncertain, | t Sea, e - Do.
19 | Schooner Hannah, Phl’fpen, Jeremie, John Smith, Pennsylvania, . - . Thetis Frigate, L. Do.
20- | Ship Charlotte, Bell, Greenoch, John McCarley, Philadelphia, since cleared, - - - - .. Do.
24 { Brig Ann, Copperthwait,| St. Petersbutg, | Name unknown, An Irishman, - - - - .. Do.
Nov.3 | Ship Henrjetta, rane, St. Ubes, - - - A foreigner, - . - - - - Do.
14 | Schoower Harriot, | Vaughn, Port-au-Prince, | . - - - A Swede, . . - - Argonaut, - . Do.
19 Dolphin, | Tice, Jamaica, Richard Lary Uncertain whether a citizen, “ . - - - Do.
Brig Cincinnatus, | Semple, Halifax, Wm. McMulien, Mate, | Had sailed out of the U. S. since 1783, | Off our Capes, | Resolution, - - Do.
Rambler, Johnson, Jeremie, Name unknown, A we}ie . - - - - .. Do.
21 | Schooner Musquito, | Hershau, - - John McDonald, New Xori(, had a protection, Thetis and
. -~ e " . Thomas Cooper, A foreigner, had a protection, . . 3 Prevoyante . Do
" - . - - Negro George, A native of Maryland, Fri at% ¢ .
- - - - - Name unknown, A Frenchman, gates,
Schooner Eagle, Dana, Port-au-Prince,| Lewis Rollen, Rhode Island, - - “ - - . Do.
Sloop Sﬂ“iﬁ. Watt, - - Name unknown, A foreigner, - . e - - . Do.
26 | Ship Old Tom, Flerron, Kingston, John Craffer, A Sweae, - - - . - . Do.

‘SNOILVTHY NHIFE04A oL
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E.

«An account of the content: af all such protests or y_ﬂ’z‘davits of masters of ships andvessels of the United States, trans-
mitted to the Secretary of State, as come within the meaning of the 51k section of the ** Act for the relief und pro-

tection of American seamen.”

1. Affidavit of John Compton, late master of the schooner Active, dated Baltimore 30th May, 1796.

William Davis, a citizen of the United States, and Thomas Spiers, a native of the Eastern shore of Maryland,
were impressed from the service of the said schooner, on or about the 11th March, 1796, at Kingston, Jamalca, by
the British ship of war Jamaica, Captain Bingham. ‘ : .

9. Affidavit of Robert Stanley, master of the schooner Adelaide, of Baltimore, dated Baltimore, 1st June, 1796,

On a voyage from Jacmel, the said schooner was captured by the British ship of war Argonaut, Captain Ball, and
sent to Jamaica. On mqkmithe capture, all the men Wwere taken out of the schooner, but restored at Jamaica. Whilst
she continued at Jamaica, Lemuel Brown and Joseph Richards, both natives, and William Jones, a citizen of the.
UniteddStates, were impressed by the British ship of war Jamaica, Captain Bingham. But they were afterwards
restored. ) .

; 3. Affidavit of Thomas Holden, master ¢f the ship Hearts of Oak, dated at Providence, Rhode Island, 17th
une, 1796.

Daniel Bragg, a native of North Kingston, in Rhode Island, Joseph Hazard, a native of Nantucket, and John
Rion, a native of Virginia, were impressed from the said ship, on the 24th December, 1795, on'a voyage from Brest
to Guadaloupe, by the British frigate Resource, Captain Watkins, who transferred them to Admiral Laforey’s ship,
the Majestic.

4. Affidavit of William Davis, master of the schooner Indusiry, of Newburyport, dated Essex county, Massachu-
settsy 23d June, 1796.

Nathaniel Harris, a native of Ipswich, in Massachusetts, was impressed from on board the said schooner, on the
9th day of March, 1796, by the British ship of war Sampson, in sight of Tortuga. ‘

5. Affidavit of John Tillinghast, master of the schooner Dolphin, of Providence, Rhode Island, dated Providence,
28th June, 1796. : . 3

Derrick Solomon, a native of the island of St. Thomas, who was brought tp, from a lad, in Rhode Island, and
Prince Hunter, a native of Africa, manumitted in Rhode Island, were impressed from on board the said schooner,
on the 14th of March, 1796, at Barbadoes, by the British frigate La Pique. ' \

6. Protest of James Lowell, master of the brig Union, of Newburyport, dated Newburyport, sth July, 1796.

Stephen Thompson, who said he was a native of Booth Bay, in Massachusetts, Thomas M’Donald, who ¢aid he
was a native of Machias, and John Andrews, a native of the same place, were ‘impressed from on board the said
brig, on the 5th of July, 1796, about twenty leagues from Cape Ann, by a British frigate of twenty-eight guns, sup-
posed to be the Hussar. ' :

;1. Protest of Thomas Robinson, master of the brigantine Apollo, of New York, dated New York, 25th August.

James Hamilton, a native of Scotland, but who resided for twenty-four years past in New York, and was there
married since twenty years, was impressed from on board the said brigantine, on 20th of August, 1796, off the Chesa-
peake, by the British ship of war Prevoyante, Captain Wemyss.

8. Protest of Allen Nichols, master of the brigantine Fox, dated 29th August, 1796, at New York.

James Snell, a native of England, was impressed from on board the said brigantine, on the 7th of July, 1796, at
Antonie in Jamaica, by the British sloop of war called the Cormorant.

9. Protest of Charles Jenkins, master of the brigantine Pearl, dated New York, 18th August, 1796,

"Thomas Kirk, a seaman, and twelve Irish passengers, were impressed from on board the said brigantine, on a
voyage from Cork to New York, by the British sloop of war Hazard, Captain Parker, on the 2d June 1796. It is
not known of what country the said Kirk is. - : .

10. Protest of Seth G. Stacy, master of the ship Mary, of New York, dated at New York, 2d September, 1796.

_ Daniel Cree, supposed to be a native of England, but who called himself a native of Virginia, was impressed at
Liverpool, whilst he was engaged as a seaman on board the said ship, on or about the 20th of April, 1796, and carried
on board the British ship of war Acteon. ’ ' .

11. Protest of James Farley, master of the éhip Severn, dated at New York, 8th September, 1796.

John Brown, a native of Bremen, and Merret Taft, a native of Massachusetts, were impressed from the said ship.,
at Hull, in _Engiaud, on the 6th July, 1796, by a press gang; also Thomas Johuston, supposed to be a Scotchman, was
impressed from on board the same ship, on the 6th Septem?)er following, on her passage from Hull to New York, by
the British ship of war Thetis, Captain Cochran. . '

12. Protest of James Barclay, master of the brigantine Nancy, of New York, dated at New York, 20th Septem-

ber, 1796.
Joseph Francis, a native of France, was impressed from on board the said brigantine, on the 7th August, 1796, in

the harbor of Cape Nichola Mole, and placed on board a British sloop of war.

13. Reuben Moore’s protest, as master of the ship Mohawk, dated at New York, 17th October, 1796.
Joseph Lowry, a native of Portugal, was impressed from on board the ship Mohawk, at Woolwich, in England,
on the 8th June, 1796, by a press gang from a British armed brig, called the Harpie.

5 14. Thomas Follansbe’s protest, as master of the sloop Nancy, of Newburyport, dated at Newburyport, 24th
une, 1796. X

Paul Buckley, an Irishman, was impressed from on board the said sloop, on a voyage from Jacmel to Aux Cayes,
on the 14th April, 1786, by the British ship of war Argonant. . )

15. Protest of Benjamin Philips, master of the ship Rebecca, of Providence, Rhode Island, dated at Providence,
17th September, 1796. - e .

John Singleton, who said he was born at Newburyport, aud another man, who was supposed to be a native of
New England, were impressed from on board the said §h|§ on the 2d September, 1796, on a voyage from Havanna
to Providence, by the British ship of war Ceres, Captain John Newman.

16. William Bunker’s protest, as master of the ship Penelope, of New York, dated at New York, 9th Augnst,
1796. R
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Thomas Pettit, supposed to be an Irishman, and William Williams, supposed to be a-Welchman, were im-
pressed from the said ship on the 5th' August, 1796, on a voyage from Dublin to New York, by a British ship of war,
supposed to be the Cleopatra, Captain Penrose. - ‘

17. Protest of James Laughton, master of the ship Orlando, dated at New York, 13th October, 1796.

John Patten, a native of Massachusetts, and John Dowling, an Irishman, were impressed from the said ship at
Cowes, in the Isle of Wight, on the 5th May, 1796, into the British service.

18, Affidavit of George Nowell, master of the ship Rebecca, dated at Norfolk, in Virginia, 6th August, 1796.

Richard Halfyard, a native of Philadelphia, was impressed from on board said ship, about ten leagues from Cape
Henry, by the British frigate Thetis, commanded by Captain Cochran. The Rebecca was then bound to Norfolk
from Newburyport, whence she had departed on the 18th July, 1796.

20. Protest of John D. Bourne, master of the sloop Industry, of Charleston, South Carolina, dated at Charles~
ton, 10th October, 1796. ‘

That the said sloop was captured on the 27th July preceding, on a voyage from Charleston to Surinam, by the
British, ship of war Scipio, commanded by Sir Charles Sidney Davers, who ordered all the sloop’s people on board
the Scipio- The sloop was carried to Martinico without her people. Their names were John Collins, mates
Frederick Robert, John Contrey, Christopher Jacob, and Isaac Moran, who is a citizen of the United States.

21. Protest of William Brown, master of the brigantine Betsey, of Newburyport, dated at Grenada, 21st Sep-
tember, 1796. - .

James Moor, a native of Whitehaver, in England, was impressed from on board the said brigantine, on the 20th
September, 1796, at Grenada, by His Britannic Majesty’s ship Alarm, Captain Fellows.

22, Protest of Samuel Holt, master of the brigantine Betsey, of Philadelphia, dated at Jamaica, 5th October,
1796. . “

Peter Coleman and Andrew Swanson, both Swedes, were impressed at Port Royal, in Jamaica, on the 8th Sep-
tember, 1796, from on board the said brigantine, by His Brifannic Majesty’s ship Alfred.

23. Protest of William Roberts, master of the schooner Sally, of Norfolk, dated at Norfolk, 10th Qctober, 1796.

Elisha Carter, a native of Rhode Island, was impressed from on board the said schooner, on the 28th August
preceding, by the British ship of war Sampson.

24. Protest of Jamaes Deale, master of the ship Louis, dated at Norfolk, 21st July, 1796.
_ Five seamen were impressed from. on board the said ship, on the 18th of the same month, on a voyage from Bal-
timore to the Isle of France, about five leagues to the eastward of Cape Henry, by the British ship of war Prevoyante.

?5. g’rotest of Edward Sanford, master of the ship Antony Mangin, of Baltimore, dated at Baltimore, 20th Au-
gust, 1796. : ;

. George Higginbottom, a native of Baltimore, and John Sands, a citizen of the United States, were impressed
from on Board the said ship, on the 7th of the same August, on a voyage from Bremeén to Baltimore, about, fiftcen
miles from Cape Henry, by the British ship of war Le"i’revoyante, Captain Wemyss.

%6. Prc);est of Bartholomew Byers, master of the schooner Sisters, of Baltimore, dated at Baltimore, 9th Sep-
tember, 1796,

William Hampton, a native of the United States, was taken out of the said schooner, on the 7th August, 1796,
on a voyage from Cape Francois to Baltimore, off the Bahamas, by two British privateers; the one called the Hornet,
Captain.Steel, and the other called the Endeayor, Captain Fogey.

27. Protest of James Boyd, master of the schooner Betsey of Baltimore, dated Baltimore, 17th August, 1796.
~ William Forrest, a citizen of the United States, was impressed from on board the said schooner, on a voyage
from Jeremie to Baltimore, on the first of the same August, by the British ship of war Prevoyante.

28, Protest of Henry Tyson, master of the ship John, of Baltimore, dated at Baltimore, 4th August, 1796.

George Riley, a citizen of the United States, was impressed from on board the said ship, on the 15th December,
1795, on a voyage from Baltimore to Dublin, by Admiral Murray’s ship, the Resolution. Afterwards, on her re-
turn, the 19th July, 1796, James Watts, a passenger, and Brian Riley, the cook, a citizen of the United States,
were impressed from the said ship, by the British ship of war Prevoyante. .

29, Comfort Bird's protest, as master-of the brigantine Polly, of Boston, dated at Baltimore, 26th July, 1796.

James Grey, Joseph Dexter, and William Rogers, all citizens of the United States, were impressed from on
board the said brigantine, on the 17th of the same July, on a voyage from Boston to Baltimore, off Cape Charles,

three miles, by the ship of war. Prevoyante.

*30. Protest of John Smith, master of the ship Ardent of Baltimore, dated at Baltimore, 14th September, 1796.
Thomas Edwards, Richard Pasco, and Joseph Gibson, all citizens and natives of the United States, were im-
pressed from the service of the said ship, at Martinique, whilst they were on shore, some time subsequent to the 10th
of April, by a gang from the British frigate Amiable, Captain Davers. ‘
31. Protest of David Alden, master of the ship Thomas, of Portland, dated at Baltimore, 15th August, 1796, _
John Hurly and William Hogan, both citizens of the United States, were impressed from on board the said ship,
on the 6th of the same August, on a voyage from Liverpool to Baltimore, eight leagues off Cape Henry, by the Bri-
tish ship of war Prevoyante, Captain Wemyss. .
32. Protest of James Barclay, master of the ship Dauphin, of New York, dated at Cape Nicholas Mole, 9th
November, 1796. . ' . C
- William M’Leod and David Waters, both citizens of the United States, were impressed from on board the said
ship at the said Cape Nicholas Mole, on the 29th October, 1796, by the British ship of war Hannibal, Captain Smyth.

Recapitulation of Seamen imj)ressed.

16 who are called citizens of the United States,
8 citizens of Massachusetts,
do. hode Island,
do. ' New York,
do.  Pennsylvania,
do.  Delaware,
do.  Maryland,
do.  Virginia.

BV WOD

. 42 Citizens, -
12 British subjects,
26 foreigners of other countries than Great Britain,
27 whose country is unknown.

Inall, 107, exclusive of thirty-four Irish passengers.






