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%0 be promulgated in’open toutt.yr’ and-a.record to berképt
of all proceedings, judgments, and: sentences, The “chief
superintendent is to promulgate all rules of practice and
proceeding upon or "previously.to the commitment of any
person fo take his trial, and also.respecting thie taking of|
bail, the summoning and qualifications of jurors,the attend-
anhce of witnesses,.&ec. &e. c
. «All rules so promulgated are to take -effect from the re-
spective days of date, but they are to be transmitted home
for the approval or disallowance of government; and in
case of any rule being disallowed, it is to-ceas¢ to be'binding
from the date at which the disalldwance shall be made
known. .

_ The fourth order, rescinding- the second,’is dated 5th
March, 1834. .

P

» + STEAM COMMUNICATION WITH INDIA.

On’the 14th of July, the House of Commons’ Committee, on the

practitability-and expediency of establishing a steam-communica-
tiorr with India, reported as follows r—
. 1. Resolved, That it is the'opinion of this Commitiee; that a re-,
ghlsr anfl expeditious communication’ with® India, by,meads of,
stedm-vessdls, is An objett of rettt dmpdrfante Both to Great* Bri-:
tain and-to Fndia. 4 LTy
+.2. Resulved, Thatitis the opiniorrof this«Comnrittte, (hatsteim-|
navigation between Bonibay andSwez-having, it five sutcessive
geasons, been, brought tb the test- of experiment (the expense ofz
which has been borne by the Indign-government exclusively), the'
practicability of an expgditious communication by that line-during
;hg porth-east monsoon has been established.
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(3

. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committees that thes|
txperiment has not been tried during the gouith-west monsoons but |

1hat- it appears from the evidence before’ the' Committee, that the,
communication may be carried on during eight montbs of the yeat,
June, July, August, and September, being excepted, or left for the
results of further experiments. .

4. Resolved, That i} is the.opinion of .this Committee, that the,
experiments which have been.madg. have jbeen attended with very’
gréat expense ; but that, from the évidéhee Dbeforé. the Committee, .
it appears that, by proper arfangemehts, tHe expense may be'mate-
rially reduced ; dnd, u,ndef';ghhtAii’dpreésio'n, it is" expedient that
meéasures should be ithiediately taken for the regular establish-
Zheht of steart-commufnication frbm Iudid by the Red Sea. ~

5. Resolved, That it is the opiiiion of;thi# Committee, that'it te;
left to his Majesty’s government, in conjunctions with ‘the~East,
India Company, to consider whether the confmunicatiop-should be’
in the first instance from Bombay ot from Caleuttas-or dpcording
10 the combined plan suggested by.the,Bengal, Steana-Committee.

6..Resolved, That it 1s the opinion of, this Committee,.that by
thateyer line, the comnfunjcation.be established, the net, charge o1,
the establishment should be, divided equally between“his Majesty’s
government and thé Hast India: Company, -including in thatcharge
the expense of the land-conveyance from the Euphrates on the one
hand, and the Red Sea on the other, {o tho'Méditérfatieah, = =

7. Resolved, "That it is the opinion of thi¥ Committee, that the
steam-navigation of the Persian Gulf ha¥’not beénbrought to the
test of experiment; but that it appears from thd-evidence before
{he Committes, that it would be practicable bet&een Bombay and*
Bussora during every monthof the year. | LoeE,

8. Resolved, That it is the opjnion of thisﬂomnﬁttee*that:theg
extension of the line of the Persian Gulf by steam-navigatiop on’
the river Euphrates has no} been bropght.to t}xe test of experiment:;-
but that it appears front the gyidence. befofe the Committee, that,
frony the Persian Gull to the town of nBixg, which is negrer to the,
Mediterranean port of Scihderoon {hian Suegis, ‘to” lexandria,
there wofild be no pHybical obstaclel 46 'the «itéaln-havigation of
that river during*at least’ sipght toritlis’ of e yéak ;f'Nov"er_nber,;
Pecember, January, and February being not absolutely excepted,
Dut reserved for the results-of:further expbriments, "} ’

H
9. Resolved, That it ig the opinioh-of {is Conifnitfed; that there”
appear to be difficulties on the dine.of the Euphrates-from thé pré-
gent state of the countries on that river, and.particularly from thes
wandering Arab tribes, but that those difficulties do not appear o
be by any means such as canmot be surmounted, especially by ne-
gotiations with the Porte, Mahomef Alj, and the Chiefs of the
principal fixed “tribes; and that {hi8 roufe, besides having the
prospect of beifg 1638 expénsive, presents g0 many other advan-
tages, physical, commercjal, and political, that'it is eminently de-
sirable that it should be’ Drépg’ht tothie tést of a decisive experi-
ment. : X S ’
10. Rbsolved, That it Sethe opinion of this Committee, that the
physical difficulties dn the line of the Rel-Séa appearing to be
confined to the months of June, July, August, arfd September,and
those of the river Euphrates to the months of November, Décem-,
ber, January, and February, the efféctive trial of both lines would
- open a cerfain communication with the Meditgrranean in every
month of the year, changing the ling.of the steatitevessels on both
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T1. Resolvéd, That it is the‘opinion of this Commitiee, that it
.i:‘e recommended to his Majesty's government to extend the line of
‘Malta packets to such ports in Egypt and Syria” as will complete

‘thie communication between England and India.
12, Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that.the
«xpehs¥ of this experiment by-the Euphrates has been, by an esti-
‘mate whiclt the Committee has subjected to the-examination’ of
competent persons, stated at 20,000Z, which includes a. liberal al-
Towance for contingencies ; and the Committee recommend that a
‘grant of 20,000/, be made by Parlizment for trying that experi-
«ent with the 1éast possible delay.
* 4
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STAMP DUTIES ON NEWSPAPERS.

Tuz 'Select Committee of the -House of. Commons “-ap-
pointed to consider the present state of the Law ag-regards
Libel and -Slander,™did not-make auy report previous to
the prorogations of Parliament. The -evidence, however,
taken by the Committee was printed,for the use of members
of the Commitfee. 'To re-publish such evidence s, strictly
speaking; a breach' of privilege; but as the newspapers
 have. not hesitated -to’ print the whole of the interesting
_examinations of the Lord Chancellor ahd the Baron Dupin,
we ay, without impropiicty, give that portion of. the Lord
Chancellér's evidénce .which relates to the effects of the
stamp on newspapers, With, reference to the Jaw of libel.
We give this evidence without comment or gurtailment,
teserving for ‘a future number any remarks that may pro-
-pérly arise out of it.

* Evidence of ‘the Lord Chancellor, June 5.

« «YWhen the committes brokgupiyesterday, I fiad stated
that I entertained a very strong opinion‘upon the bad effects
L of stamps on newspapers as connected with the subject of
the committee's inquiry—the law of libel. I consider, in tlre
first place, that when men talk of the abuses of the press,
| andsof libels ‘through the press, thongh the expression is
- genetal,"and applies to all publicatipns, books and pamphlets,
bas-well as others;. that yef, practically qnd substardtially
speaking, it relates chiefly to newspapers, inasmuch as these
are infinitely more rurherous; and'a vastly-greater number
oF them are "purchased, and a still greateér proportion of
 thdse purchased<are.read, than of any other works ; so that
_whert you talk of. libels, and of the press as -cohmected with
libels,you. really, mean the newspapers rather than'all the
rést of the pre$s's productions .put together. Now 1ét us
 bnly, in the néxt place, consider what the ‘effects of those
stamps are.. +If ahything can be a bettér security than
another against the abuses of the power the press and the
newspapers possess, it appéars to be'the seécurity affordefl by
 the respectability of those in whose hands those newspapers
are. Therefore, I hold it to be.quite clear that everything
which tends. to lower, the character of the perspns who
write and publish newspapers,, tends in” just the shme pro-
portion’to diminish the purityof those ptiblications, and to
lessen the security which the community has against the
abuse of.the.press.. For this veason, I have always con-
{ntended to check libgl, have, a very obvious, tendency to
lessgn the secutify against Tibel. Whiatever inakes the
trade «of a hewspaper precarious—whateyer exposes those
. who conduet, it .to greater,hardships, to more oppressions
!,th;m the rest of their countrymen endure—whdtever singles
therd out from the rest of the community as.a suspected and
Fslighted or a maltreated class, a class for whom there is one
law, one rule of conduct, there being another for the rest of
the community—tends, pro tanfp, to lessenthe respectability
of those who resort to that profession. ‘Whatever makes
them dependant more upon the caprice of |prosecutors,
L whethier public or private—whatever exposes, them more
than thesrestof their fellofv-gubjects to penal visitations of
courts and ‘magisfrates in general—has a direct fendency to
lessen t}le-respeqtabilit{ of the profession and of those who
engage in it. In my time {here-hgve been two remarkable
instances of injarious pro¢eedings in this respect, the one
by the-law, "the other by the practice of judges. 1 allude,
first; o the making a’conviétion for a second offerice (which
was one'bf the Six Aectsof 1819) punishable by banishment;
though that has never been put in foree; and I allude,
arext, to-the tendency which has been observed on the part
of several judges (I am sorry to say it, but T am bound to

sides according to the seasons, N Py

give my-opinion)—a tendency’ to considet thaf the edifors of

sldered that the. laws made to restrain 'the _press, though
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pewspapers are not’ entitled to protection when they tom-
plain of injuries to their chargeter, in the samg measyre]in
which the rest of the commuynity are entitled. ] ‘cannot
conceive apy, course jrore effectpal to destrpy the re-
spectability of a class of men thay fhat.ajudge, when
summing up to a jury on,the trial of.a cause in which
the.individuals of that profession complainrof injury to
their charagter by libel or slander, shquld treat them as

ough they were persons who had no right to complain
of slander,,who had no character to lose, and should direct
the, jury not, to regard the character of those individuals
as the subject of judicial redress. When I was, at, the
har, I remember, a case of the editor of a, newspaper pro~
secuting another editor for one of*the foulest libels I ever
xead, ang the learned judge who tried the canse,.and who
is now no more, said.it was only the gditor of:a newspaper
who had been libelled,. and therefore he did not think it a
cage, for convictipn, thongh .it- would, have (been quite am
yndefended cause, and the conviction,a matter of course,
if any othen person had beery the prosecutor. There was an

.acquittal agcordingly ; just as if a newspaper editor may.be

with-impynity slandered, by any one who chogses.- L cannat
jmagine any principle more direcly tepding to, lower the
character of those in-whose hands the press-is,(meaning.by
the press the newspaper press),.and to throw that press into
the hands .of persons disrgputable and..capable of abusing
its.power by-dealing in'libel, .either for lucre of gain, or to
gratify.private.malice, , |

- % There js another thing which many persons think.bas.a
similar tendency ;» I rqean the law which‘is peculiar to cqny
ductors of -newspapers,and forces thent ta fprhish evidence
against themselves ; whereas, in all other.cases the. party pto-
geeding against any defendant must find the evidence 4s he
can to -convict, him.-; As to this,showever; I .doubt whether
the tendency is of. the-same'kind to lower.the caste. I con-
sider it 2 law which rather tends to curb the licentiousness
of the press, than to lower the character of those conducting
it ; and when I ‘consider theimmense power it possesses, and
the extreme difficulty of diseovering the persons ,publishing
slanders, I am  disposed to think- that the Act of 39th Geo.
$I1., sq far as it has bgen acted on, is justified by principle,
gnd does not tend.to,dggrade the editors of dewspapers. B
ineclipe to thinkthat the public have axight to.some such se-
cusity; and that the press has no right to complain of it If,
indeed, the act in. question were put in force to the full ex-
tent of its provisions, I should think it intolerable ; for the
worst partof it,that which, gives a right to file a bill in equity
for discovering the, author of any paragraph, ig a matter. on
which I hardly-dare frust,myself.to speak; T consider it as
a part of the law, which'T am bound to respect as lang as it
remains unrepealed; elsé I should congider it- contrary fo
all princjple and to all justice, But it has nevet:been.in
any instance put in force » indeed, I believe its :existence is
known to but few. e e % ' s

¢ “I have said.that I considered the provisions which're-
quire,the proprietors and printers.to registet their names at
the Stamp-officé are.on the whole justifiable’; but the.case
of stamps stands on very different ground,—their effect is to
depress the legal and to benefit the contraband trader: The
worst libels do not appear,in respe¢table newspapers. Those
of the most malignant description and profligate character
appear in the unstamped:publications. I will venture to
say any-one of -thém-cqntains mdre. atrociousamatter in any
one number than all the fespectable.daily papers of Fondon
contain in a yeafs ,The number.of those unstamped papers
at one time was.very great. The Attorney-General:of the
day once showed me a list*of, I think, 163, not one ofiwhick
was stafnped, and every one of which vied with every other
in all mannier of atroéious libels. Not content with slander-
ing authorities, from,the King downwards;—not content
with slandering individuals in public stations, and with' pub-.
lishing personal slander as well -as political, they contained’
blasphemy in very great "abundahce, dbscenity.in’ consider~
able store, every species of ribaldry, personal, political, and
jrreligious } those worthless men entering into a sokt.of profii-
gate. competition one with the “other, bidding on the ones
hand under each other, and all of them under the respect-
able prints in point of price, and dver -one ‘another in the
malignity and feroeity of their writings. 'Where one charged:
public characters with all offences, another recommended
their extirpation ;. wheré one maintained the lawfulness of
rebellion, another maintainéd the propriety of assassination.
‘Where one held forth the*Kingrand his Ministers to the.
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fury of the moh, ahother recommended -4 dore surer and
expeditious mode of dealing with these nuisarices (for they
reckoned all governments nuisances, and all governois as
the executotss of .nuisances), suggesting- the quicker: and
more effectual mode of cutting them off in detail ; while
others; not contegt with. $ingle murder, showed how eabily
and safely that crime might-be perpetrated which always in-
volves“the risk at-least of wholesale murder—namely, arson.
Now-all these publications avere tinstamped, and they broke
the law in another respect, for they were without the name
of the printér; There-is & defect-in thie act:which requires
the printer's; name to be printéd. under .a*penalty, for.¥
believe it daes not.prevent the printer or his servant, or
newsmarf, front cutfing off the name: after it has-been put
or. Thus all: these publications were absolutely untrage-
able, except those of one or two,’"which appeared to.invite
 prosegution-for the sake:of increasing theirsalé, The others
were not only alk unstamped, but.were without the printei’s
name. N v » x, -

“ It appears quite obvious, that,in. these circumstances
there ara but: two ways of meeting 'this great evil ;! tlre-one
is, having recourse .to the ordinary principle in all»such
cases-—narmely, taking away the impédiments from the fair
dealer,.from,the respectahle.publisher, and thus removing
the advantage whick the law now gives the unfair dealer.
The fair dealer is now liable to a stamp of 3d. or 4d., which
the other escapés: The latter not only highly seasons the
food he prepares for the perverted taste of* the people with
highly-flavoured ingrédients, bit he hds also a more.effec-
tual advantage«he.under-sells’tlie fair’ dealef by 300 per
cent. The consequence is,that the faix traderihas no sort
of chance in such a competition. It is quite. clear, if you
remove the stamps, you apply.the common. principle of de-
straying-the, smuggler by lowering. the .dufies. This has
been found quite effectual in other-branches of legislation.
I cannot see why it.should not be. madezequally-effectual in
thig> The only other mode of meeting-this great-mischief
is by praviding more wholesome food for the readifj. portion
of the people, and that Happily hag been attémpted,‘and-at-
tempted with great success. ~ I 'belfever Ivspeak’in the pre-
gence of some colleagues of mine’of the Sociéty of Useful
Knowledgé, whocould .inform. the committee more in de-

* -4

| tail; but-Lthink the ¢ Penny Magazine’ destroyed a great

number of,those wicked publications, some of the.mast ob-
-noxious ofithem, in three.or four weeks after it.was begun ;
the most noxious:of all perhaps.were not putidown, for the
-same profligate class of readers-do.not find harmless mafter
equally palatable ; but the great bylk of readers prefer this
publication, circulating 200,000, sold for 1d., containing arti-
cles of great value (for, regard being had to its value, it is
ahout one-fourth part the price of the commont penny un-
stamped paper.). If these two means were adopted together
+rthat is, increasing the number and Variety of .innocent
L and useful publications,.and taking off the tax, which pre-
vents competition, and.thus provide more good cheap papers
for the.bulk of the community—J bave no doubt the.publie
would: no longer have any reason {o fear the worst. kinds.of
 libkl, I beg to<add, that thouglr the * Penny Magazine’
- has been-enabled tocbe sold so cheap, in consequence of its
immense :numbers, and still incredsing sale, thatis a price
which could not bé. afforded by ‘any .privife.individual; a
society can afford it, and a sale of tens and himndreds of

| thousands can afford it; but a great many things would be

_very proper to be.published for which there is not a demand
of above 500 or 1000, and. this.is.quite impossible. unless at
a higher price.. But the public require papers of legs value
than the 4Penny Magazine,” and will buy them, though of
less value, and thetefore not so cheap, provided they be-sold
for: 1d. o 2d., and also: contain news. - The.people wish to
_read-the news, in which tkﬁy take an interest, and.in which
it is fit they should take annterest. In'public affairs they
are nearly concertred, and itis both their right and their
duty to attend much’ to public affairs. I am of opinion that
¢ sound system of government- requires the people.to read
and inform thernselves upon political subjects, else they are
the prey:of every quack, every impostor; and evtry agitator,
who may practise his trade in the country, If they do not
read—if they do-not learn—if they do not digest, by discus-
sion-and reflettion, what they have read and learned—if
they do not thus qualify themselves.to- form opihions for
‘themselves, other men will form opinions for themr, not ac-
cording to truth and to the interests of-the people, but aceord-

ing to theix own individual and-selfishi interests, whichmay,

-
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nd most probably will; bezontrarg fo that of the peopls at
large. The best security for a government like this, for the
legislature, for,thé crown;and-gemérally for the public peace
and puklic meralsy is, that the whole community shouldtbe
well infoimed upon dts political asswell as its other interests;
and-it can Be well informed only by having access t6 wholé-
some; sotind, and -ifpartial publications.” Therefore they
will and ought to read the news of the day, political discus-
sions, political events, the debates of theii representatives in
Parliamént, ahd of the other house of Parliament; and on
not one of these heads can any paper.be published, daily or
weekly, without coming under the stamp law; consequently
the people at large are excluded, by the dear form in which
alone the respectable publishers can afford dit, while they
pay the duty. They can only have it in a cheap form by
purchasing of publishers of another description, who break
the revenue-liw by paying for no stamps, and also break
all other laws by the matter they publish, If, instead of
newspapers being sold for 6d. or 1s., they could be sold for
id., I have no marner of doubt there would immediatély
follow the greatest possible improvement in the tone and
temper of the political information of the people, and there-
fore of-the-political Charactei” ahd conduct.of. the.people.
It is my decidéd and-delibetate opinion, from very long amd
anxious consideration,that the danger is'fiot-of the people
learning toomuth, but knowixrg téo littlez Itis né longer o
question-whether ' they- shall read ‘or ‘not; it is nolonger a
question whether they shall be instriictéd or not; it is no
longer a question whether they shall be-politicians, and take
part in the discussions of their own interests, or not; that
is decided ‘long ago. The only question to answer, and
the only: problem- to splve, is, how they- shall read in. the
best manner; how they shall be instrueted politically, and
have political habits formed the most safe for the constitu-
tion of the country, and the best for their own interests.
T can devise no other means”than making that accessible at
a ¢heap rate which at present they must have at a rate they
cannot afford, without havifig.it bad’ as.well as cheap. .1 wish
to give it them both cheap and wholesome. -

¢ Would, in- ydur. Lor@ship's opinion, increasing the
severity” of the law- against unstamped periodical- works
have a tendency to suppress them?—I think, if it had a
tendency at all, it would be a.contrary. tendency.; I ‘think
it would be drutum fulmen if it were made a capital felony,
as I have seen it not very-wisely proposed in some quarters ;
no jury would convict at all.  You cannot-discover them,
and they will néver ¢onvict,theni.: _

« H4s it fillen underydur Lordship’scobseivation whether
taking off the stainps frofm newspapers would seriously in-
juré the revenue >~That is“undoubtedly the-great difficulty,
and I have reason to think that is-oné of the twd only diffi-
culties which prevent the measure frotn ‘being adopted ; the
other is the apprehension, that when this impediment is
removed, there will spring up an. unlimited increase. of
penny publications of a profligate déseription, on political
and religious subjects: My opinion decidedly is, that no
sucl ‘¢onsequence would ensue; a.great number would
spring up, and a great number would speedily fall. An
established newspaper has a great advantage over the new
comer; the, . Morning €hronicle*” or f*The Times,” the
¢ Mornitig Herald" or the ‘Morhing.Rost;’ coming down
to 3d. would have infinite advantages over any other ; .they,
have: possession of the field;. the prppriétors are men of
credit, and I am sure theéy are detdated by a, feeling too
liberal to wish to put forward their claims to.anything liker
monopoly. But in the next place, though a.gréeat numbér
of new papers would arise, I carinot conceive thaf more libel-
1ous, blasphemous, or obséene publications Wwould or could’
arise than exist at present; for those publications have al-
ready been establishéd, and ti#tendency of the change
could only be'td raise a competition against those publica-
tions, that ig, the competition of respectable writers, At
present I should say thosé publications have a better chance
than they could under a law.abolishing the. stamp; for at
present they have the means of .excluding, by.their lawless
habits, respectable men from all ‘cofpetition . with them;
they have therefore the benefit of the stamp ; the others do
not wish torun the risk of a bréach of the revenye laws, and
theréfore abstain from that competition ;_s6 that the stamp
operates tb narrow, the competition, and so .give the, lawless
trader a monopoly in the market of blasphemy, treasdnyand
ribaldry. I holdit to be as clear a"propositibn as-any in
finance, that if you abolish the stamp on”newspapers, in-
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stead of ' increating ‘the facility to set up libelloys publiga-
tiors; you- gredtly ledsen it by increasing ‘the numbeér ‘of
good-publications, and by desttoying the mondpsly in ‘the’
hands df retkless men, who neither mind the old latof the?
land*nor % breach of the starip laws. Then, thé other ob-*
servation fo which-my atterition’is directed is a very matérial}
ofie.w I earftiot give so decided ah’ answer to thit—namely;
the injury "t6 the fevende ; but after much “dttention, "y’
opinion i8, thit thier® would be no very'material injury {o
the revenue.» In the first plate, there would be a great iny’
crease of publications; "that ‘thust of course increase the
amount of thie-excise on paper ; but that which is'at present

a great injury to comtnerce, the bxpense of advertisements,’

would be greatly dimtinished ; for the increased nufnber” of-
papers-would:tend beyond all quéstion to Qirhinish the: price
of advertising. No rewspaper at present cali avpid exacts
ing, and ‘accorling to the amount ofcifeulation of” these’

great London publications théy do exact, {arge sums for'in="

serting advertisements. The standp is noiv oly 1s. 6d.; it
is not,/consequently, this t4x which obstruéts’ advertisers’y
but if. ybu'take a paragraph to a well-circulated newspapef,
they make their own bargdin ; théy take ‘a couple of guineas™
fof =re advertisentent of one ‘sizé, dnd a guined or half-a~
guinea:for a ery "small advertisemént. No ‘doubt’ taking’
away.the stamy may pefhaps not *bé very beneficial to t}ib‘seé
great newspapers; but' I ‘think they would gdih in 6ti&r]

ways as rhuch as they lost in this'; and 8t any rate"I "must’

In® America, where no stamp exists, the proportion of news-
papers to the populatiort is twenty or thirty to one inore than!
irr this country ; and in the Normsan islands’in’ this.Clian~
.nel, where“they have nd.stamp;-it is fiftebn to'one, Wé.
should: have papérs -ih “Something of- that proportion; ¥
think that it would tend to’dirhidish thé ‘expense of adver-
tisements; and therefobe greafly iiicredse” the revenue de’
rived from-thence ; nobody .will ‘griidge the 14, 6d. expehse’
to government. ) ] !
. Have not those pérsons.who have had the monopbly of
the neWspaper circulation, who have circulated their japérs
without ‘stamps, all failed, while*those whd have ‘cireulated
their papers with stamps havé-almost all sueceeded ?—I-
believerso; arid” I-am happy to think thaf is the case.” T
found-that of-the great number I haVe referred to, in six’
months theré were not Tore than a very few ; but then I*
thust say this'in fairness, that whefe" one:goes down ano-
therrises up ; for the thing which prevents such a newspaper

-| going.on-is fhe Stamp-office account, which is heavy, being’

a ready-money wccount, and théy aré hot ablé fo meét it. So.
far as £he..carrying it'on depends upon their own ‘exertions’
they cansget 6m; but’ the Stdmp-offide’ exacts ready-mittey
njost rigorously. They have' no doiibt'a ready-money trade
to meet-that} but-then they buy a greater niumber of stamps’
than they can sell’; they may buy 500 starhps and sell 250°
.papers, and-that is 2 dead loss ; therefore thvsé Persons afe .
constantly. starting new papers who™ have no ‘stamps’'to’
burden>thems ~ T have*seert'a’great humber of these pager®
officially ; .as-I.have Sorhetimes béén asked Wwhether they’
oyght~not to-be-proceeded agaifist ; and thé fitst thing
look at-is the:numbeér, whether it is No. 50, or No. 10,000 ;-
. but they seldom ‘come to 100'; they are generally under 50’
and-hence it: follows, ias they are-weekly publications, that:
|, they have not often lasted out the.year. A
1 There is a disregard of property .by these persons, who
.are’in the nature of smugglers.—They. are: persons almost-
as reckless ofi:their own interests as of the rights'of others,

“ Youn .J:ordship-hag had 'some experience of: the ‘state 6f
mind. 6f the labourihg classés”of” the: people -of “England.’
Supposing good niafter, wholesome matter, put before the
people,‘and at.the same price, and no lower and no higher.
than bad matter—blasphemy, obscenity, and so forth—does.
your Lordship’s' knowledge of thé education and state of
mind of the people enableyou to sdy which, they would,
prefer ?—I have not” a doubt :about it, It is in vain

some ribaldry, and some blasphemy :" it would be but an in-.

innocently and ‘morally disposed, are more or. less respect-.
able,. and would. be -ashamed ., to bring this trash-to~their:
cottages,where their wives and children-are; nay, I believé:
.that they would not desire. to read.it. themselves: I -have:

-had mueh intercoutse with the people-of all ranks, from’{hér

lowest-to the niiddle ranks; I never entertained the least
fear of thefn, ‘even when most excited; I never have

look to the interest of the consumer, and-not of thie grower. .

to say that some personswould prefef obscene matter, and-,

significant. portion’ of the whole country. The bulk, who are; «

kS
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known things in a 'state in which I had 4ny fear of the |~

pegple, ecither of their morals or tfeir loyalty, or their
peaceable disposition, which is natura] to Eunglishuren;
aild’ those' only an be afraid of them who, upfortunately:
for both ‘parties, -are exesedingly ignorant of thg, people.
Those who* know ‘them §s “much“as I do, must ¥now that
they are'very mugh, the referse of, an, ohject, of dread, or
distrust; or’ s’}fspicx'qn; that ‘they’are generally morally and
Penceably disposed, and I shoyld say very much disposed to
respect,_and submit to thase; above them., .Even the, trades’
aniong do not offer, to my.mind, any material .exception ;
for T believe they have in many .cases had grievances. to |
complain of, and that they have erred in not taking the
right Way to get redreds, by "trusting to selfish, dishondst
leddérs, and by-being impeifectly informed-upon their own
intdrests. I'stdté my opinion a§ the yesult of a large prac-
ticaF eXperiénce, having had an intimage knowledge of the
people in every way, and the more I have known, the less
apprehension I, haye had ahout them.. I have therefore not
a‘doubt in answering theé question in the affirmative, I
must also add, thatgL ain quite certain if the stamp were
taken away, where we, cireulate .yseful information .tg the
extent of thousands, we should circulate useful.information
to the extent of millions ;+for we have been tuying'to get
uséful publications not only intq parts of the countrywhers
men‘are grégarious—the mantfacturing’ districts, in which
they natprally 41id’ easily read—but, info farm-houses and
cottages,' where thie case is different. The great difficulty is
to gel the peasants to read—first, because they do not work
tagether ; and hext, because people working in the open’air,
are sleepy ‘when they come home; but in lopg winter
nights, when they are not so hard, wocked, and have much
Jngre spare time, 1t is particnlarly.desirable that they should
not, have recourse to beer-shops or to bad publications. 1t
would be of great advantage if* we could furnish them with
{)’ublications' that have’a tendency t6 make men ‘good ‘mem-
ers"of sotiety, rather than those which are now propagatéd
aid ‘are read by great nimbefs, teaching them that the
most*infamous”of charactefs—a man, for ipstance, who is
abouf to be executed for the foulest murder—from .the
mqmeént he” becomes ‘converted to somé parficular spiritual
dotttine, s safe from. retributionsn, another world. I cannat
coriceive a miore, pernicious.dectring ; and .all which. is'said
about absplution jn the Cagholic church is not:one whit
worse, efen in its abnse, and T know it is very much abused.
Those publications. which are in farm-houses, to my know-
ledge, for want of better, teach that if-a mar¥ commit- myr2
.dér,.and’ will only' afterwards become a fanatic, he is in
acceptance wjth Heaven, and his murder forgiven hip!
If 3 yhah can have'in hiscottage, at.a cheap rate;/zccounts.
of the debates, which they look to.with great interest, and
which it is their duty as well as theirinterest to read,—the
proceedifigs in courts, of, justice, which. they _algo are.des
lighted. with reading,—if, in additign. to these departments,
comfmonly called the news of. the day, we.could circu-
late.four. pages-more,.which. could _be..dpges for -a penny
without “that™ pernicjous stamp -duty, we~might.give.the’
cottager for a,penny a newspaper . with:wholesome "generdl
information, which might be of use to himi in various ways;
bésides giving him all the intelligence of the week.- Iam
quite certain that this would be the, effect of repealing the
stamp.” an
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{  PAREIAMENTARY, ABSTRACTS.

East jqd:‘a Aceounts.—In the ¢ Compapion,’ for August; wegave

an abstract of the revenues apd chayges of India, for four yeays |.

préceding the year 1833. We now give, an abstract of the last
annual, account, made upto 1st May, 1834, with some additional

particulars respecting compensation to'the Company’s servants, &e.
Annual Account made up to 1st May, 1834,
. . " Regeipts. £, s, d
Political and Territorial branch ;—viz., Bills from ..

India on acepunt of supplies, to the puyblic
service, net produce of bullion recgived from,
India and China, &e. ., .. 1,028,732°13 4

Commercial sbranch :— viz,, Company’s Goods,
Charges and, Custqms on private trade, and
numerous,other items . N .

Realization of Commepreial Assets . .

Balance in, fayour, 1st May, 1833, (exclusive
of Duty quTea) , . . e T

6,888,817 2
1,881,492 14

-0

)
- 2,460,048 11 1

.
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. "+  Payments, -~ i S
, Territorial :—viz., Bills of Exchange from India ~ -+ ¢ L

for principal and interest of India Bebt, Mili-

tary, Civik Establjshthent, &ec. &ec. . 2% 806,777&,12 11
« B

*Commercial :—~Customs, Freight, Charges Ge- E
neral, &e. . L. o0 0T W . . 3,679,411+ 8 1
Paid into the Bank of England,.for the forma— .

RN

tion of the Security Fund, for the redempfion X
of the Company’s dividend e . 2,000,000~ 0 ©
. . ) . TL £8,486,189 1 0
‘Balance in favour, Ist May, 1834, (exclusive of

DutyonTea) wws oo o= o . _ 3,772,901 10 2

- {

4 TMotalw 5 . £12,259,090 11 2

Estimate of the Receipts gnd:'j)isbursements of the Honie Trea-
$ury of the Company, for the year, 1st May, 1834, to’1st” May,
1835 = . ) : . ' K

i - -
.. T Receipts. £, s. d.
Balance of Cash (exclusiye of Duty on Tea) "

Amountexpected to be realized- from com-"

mercjal ‘assets within the year, Remittances

from Iiidia through -his Majesty’s Goyern- )

menf, &2. &c. STT. T. . 8,213,821 0 0

< - Disbursements. .

Charges, .Customs, &e., in‘clm]ing _Extraordi-
naries, Compensations, St. Helena, &c. &c.-

.= .
- Y =

6,016,838 0 0

Balance in favour, 1st May, 1835 . « . 2,196,983 0 0

e o~

PPN p ot £8,213,821° 0 0

Statement“ohf,the Debts apd Assets of the Company, made up to
H - Ist~May, 1834 :— .

Debts, PO -5 s d.
Debts ¢lasséd under the head of territorial and
politieal v . .1 & . . 16,226,005 0 ©
N. B. There are clatms in fispute, which, if ad-
judged against the Company, would add to,
this balance a sum pf,2£)0,0005/
Debts classe@ under the head of Commercial
Home Bond s.Debt, chargéd upon the'revenues
of India, by the 9th sec. of the 3 and 4 Will.
. IV.c, 83, pringipal and ;iptergst ..,

i - -

A -

662,987 0 0

3,538,654 0 0

£10,427,646 0 @

Total Debt -

‘Assets, ’ -
Assels, Political and Territorial:—viz., unshipped L -
Stores, Bills of Exchange+drawn in the/&om- < .

pany’s favour ainpaid, value of East'India ,
College at Haileybury, and Seminary at
.Addiscombe, (ﬂoagng property, &e. . . 586,972 0 G
Commercial :—Balance of’ Qash} Goods sold, . . .
not paid for, valué 6f Ships,Sloops, .Bast - - ..
India Houce, and Warehouses, &c.&e. ., 16,877;073 0, ©
Security, or Guarautee Fund of the Conphny, , * = "
. value of Stock,and amotnt of Casi . ~ 2,031,502 0 0
19,495,547 0 0
10,427,646 0.0

£9,067.901- 0 0

Compensation~— In additidn to the particulars given-in, lagt
month’s ¢ Companion,’ relative to compensations and pensions, we
add the “following,” abstracted - from a parliamentayy paper,
which had not then been pfinted. The Company’s Iwymeﬂ;
who are to be discharged,-are to receive pensions ou the ,f6l-
lowing scale 14—~ '

" -

- - s _Total Assets .
Total Debt .

N Excess of Assets over Debts

To those having served 10 y.ears, and less than 15 , 65,04, 'per,weqlc;“
15, and less than 20 . . . . 7s. 0d.  ditto,

20, and less than 25 e «  Bs.0d. ditto]
25, and less than 30 . . . o 10s, 6d. “ditto.
30, and less than 85 . e W . Qs 04 ditte, "
35, and upwards PR . . . 1lls, 64, ditto.

To those hoymen avho have served lesg than ten years, the’ fol-
lowing gfatdities are to be given :— - . .
To those whose service exceeds 6.years o 504 gach.
» “Less than 6 yearsyand more ttan 2 *. % 30Z7ditto. ~
Under 2 years . . . . « 204, ditto.
The $éamen of the Company’s pilot-sloop, Diligence, on being
discharged,-aré to receive pensiond and gratdities as follow i
Thobe whb.havé served ten.ypars, pensions of:64.each. per, annumj
and theyemaibder, gratuities’of I54,54, and 2. lOBs)‘acqoiJixi‘g td
the length of their services. . 2 T T

£12,259,090 11 2

. ’Ijoial . .

¢+~ The, housekeepers’ esfablishxﬂent,,i‘n'(:Léadeﬁhqll Streat,-is~res
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