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Postal Information  
in the  

Official Register of the United States, 1816-1959,  
and in the  

American State Papers, 1832-1861



https://dheller.org/

• Statutes and Resolutions, Treaties and Postal Conventions 

• from the US Statutes at Large 

• Official Register of the United States, 1816 - 1959 

• with predecessors, 1785 - 1815 

• American State Papers, published 1832-34 and 1858-61 

• documents from 1789 onward

US Post Office, 1789 to 1901



Official Register of the United States, 1816 - 1959
https://dheller.org/Timeline-files/US-Official-Register.html



Official 
Register,  

1959



Official Register
Volumes to pass around - Please return! 

1802 
1861 
1877 

1879 volume 2 

APRL has 1839, 1847, 1877,  
1883-1891 (vol. 2), 1907-1909 (vol. 2) 

eBay currently has 1816, 1817, 1831, 1837,  
1839, 1843, 1855, 1861, 1867, 1877, 1931



Official  
Register,  

1843

(continued)
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Register,  

1843



Official  
Register,  

1843



“Official Register”, 1802

• External Revenues, 44 p. 

• Internal Revenues, 22 p. 

• Land Offices, 4 p. 

• Deputy Postmasters, 32 p. 

• Civil Establishment, 22 p. 

• Pres., Congress, Judiciary, State Dept., Treasury Dept., War Dept., Post Office, Territories, Mint 

• Foreign, 8 p.  (diplomatic) 

• Military Establishment, 16 p. 

• Naval Establishment, 14 p.

Roll of the Persons having Office or Employment under the United States



“Official 
Register” 

1802



American State Papers, 1832-34, 1858-61

• 38 folio volumes, 6,278 numbered documents (or collections of documents) from 
1789 to 1838 

• Foreign Relations (6 vol.), Indian Affairs (2), Finance (5), Commerce and Navigation 
(2), Military Affairs (7), Naval Affairs (4), Post Office Department (1, the thinnest), 
Public Lands (8), Claims (1), Miscellaneous (2) 

• Longest document — Finance vol. 4, no. 705, p. 495-1077, for 583 p.

https://dheller.org/Timeline-files/US-American-State-Papers.html



ASP, Post Office Dept.





John Donly
ASP, POD, No. 60, p. 139-140



John Donly
6 Stat. 345, 20 May 1826



John Donly

Mail contractor, Nashville (TN) to Columbus (MS), 1 Jan. 1818 to 31 Dec. 1822. 

He needed an additional $1000 annually for additional horses, in 1820-22. 

Written authorization from the PMG was indecipherable, so only one year was paid. 

Donly petitioned the Senate, Feb. 1825, for the other two years. 

Congress agreed, telling the Post Office to pay, 20 May 1826.

What happened?



John Donly

7 Stat. 333, 27 Sep. 1830, Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek, with the Choctaw Nation. 

Art. 11, “It is agreed further that the U.S. shall establish one or more Post Offices in said 
Nation, and may establish such military post roads, and posts, as they may consider 
necessary.” 

7 Stat. 340, 28 Sep. 1830, Supplementary Articles. 

Art. 4, “John Donly of Alabama who has several Choctaw grand children, and who for 
twenty years has carried the mail through the Choctaw Nation, a desire by the Chiefs is 
expressed that he may have a section of land, it is accordingly granted, to be located in one 
entire section, on any unimproved and unoccupied land.”

1830 treaty



John Donly

7 Stat. 381, 20 Oct. 1832, Treaty of Pontitock Creek, with the Chickasaw Nation. 

Signed in the presence of John Donley, Tenn. 

7 Stat. 388, 22 Oct. 1832, Supplementary Articles.  Signed in presence of John Donley. 

“The Chickasaw nation request the Government to grant them a cross mail route 
through the nation as follows, ... .” 

“John Donley has long been known in this nation, as a mail carrier; he rode on the 
mails through our nation when a boy and for many years after he was grown; we think 
he understands that business as well, if not better than any other man, ... .”

1832 treaty



John Donly

7 Stat. 450, 24 May 1834, further, with the Chickasaw Nation. 

Art. 14, “Also so much of the supplemental treaty as relates ... to the establishment of 
mail routes through the Chickasaw country; and as it respects the privilege given to 
John Donely, be, and the same are declared to be in full force.” 

Further, see  

ASP, Public Lands, vol. 7, no. 1306, p. 616, 1834, Claims to Land in Mississippi. 

ASP, Public Lands, vol. 8, no. 1523, p. 677, 1836, On Claims to Reservations under the 
Fourteenth Article of the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek, with the Choctaw Indians.

1834 treaty



John Donly
1819, p. 208, John Dodley, b. Virginia, compensation $10,328 

1821, p. *125, John Donly, b. Virginia, compensation $11,608 

1823, 1825 - not listed 

1827, p. *158, John Donley, $11,069.76 

1829, p. *214, John Donly, $16,786.60, South Western Contracts 

1831, p. 395, John Donley, $18,390, in the states of Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas Territory, 
Tennessee, Indiana, Illinois, & Missouri 

1833, p. 260, Alabama, John Donley & R. Harris, $10,475 + $4,990 extra allowance 

          p. 260, Mississippi, John Donly, $5,500 

          p. 264, Tennessee, John Donly, $5,320 + $1,898 extra allowance 

1835 - not listed

In the Official Register, as a Mail Contractor



John Donly

7 Jan. 1834, advocating for a mail route from Nashville to New Orleans via 
Madisonville, “and let us have some enterprising citizen, John Donly for instance, who 
has served the public faithfully in almost every capacity connected with the 
transportation of the mail for thirty years, to do the work, under a fair contract, and 
our word for it, there will be no grumbling in this quarter.” 

18 Jan. 1834, 25 Jan. 1834, responses from Donly’s competitors, with some more 
information about his contracts and performance 

11 Sep. 1835, “Died, On yesterday, 10th Sept., Maj. John Donly, favorably known as an 
extensive Stage Contractor for many years.”

The National Banner and Nashville Whig, 1834-1835



John Donly

Maj. John Donly, 19 Oct. 1784 (Virginia) - 10 Sep. 1835 (Tennessee) 

Son of James Donnelly, 1753 (Ireland) - 1830 (Tennessee) 

Tennessee Militia, War of 1812, Capt. Mullen's company, with his father 

Small family cemetery in rural Bellevue, TN, near Nashville

From Ancestry.com, FindaGrave.com


