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GREAT BRITAIN.—PROCLAMATIONS CONCERNING THE 

POST.
16 Charles 1. 6 August, 1640.

—— —— By the King. Sequestrating the Offioe of Post 
master-General and also of the Letter Offioe into the 
hands of Philip Burlamachi of London. . . .

London, Barker and Bill, 1640. 
One folio Gothic letter.
Two copies known. British Museum and Bibl. Lindej. 
Witherings having committed some misdemeanors, the King sus-

Burlamachi, a merchant of London, to fill post.
Notices of this were set up on the Old Exchange, and other
places.

Commonwealth. 30 March, 1653.
—— —— [By Council of State.) Confirming the Inland 

Postmaster.
No place or date. One folio Roman and Italian letter. 
One copy known. British Museum.
Edmund Prideauz, Attorney-General, is appointed to act for the 
Internal Post, with the assistance of the postmasters. 
This was in answer to a Petition, 24 March, 1652, from the post 
masters of most of the towns, praying for confirmation in their

nployment.

'ealth. 2 September, 1654.

Comm alth. 21 August, 1655. 

riding in ]
— —— Orders for the furtherance 

for our packets and letters as foi 
land, Scotland, and Ireland. 
One copy known. British Museum. . . . [E. 1064 (57).)

12 Charles II. 16 January, 1660-1.
— —— By the King. For quieting the Postmaster- 

General. London, J. Bill, 1660. 
Two folios Gothic letter.
Fifteen copies known. British Museum (four copies), Bcdleian, 
Public Record Office, Dalkeith Palace, Advocates' Library, 
Queen's College (two copies). Public Record Office, Dublin, Trinity 
College, Dublin, Society of Antiquaries, and Bibl. Lindes. 
States that Henry Bishop was appointed P.M.Q. by Letters 
Patent (for a term of seven years, on a rent of £21,000 a year). 
Since the secret carriage of letters diminishes the revenue aud 
encourages sedition, no person is to carry them without due

He and his servants are exempt from Junes, inquests, etc.
All mayors to aid him and to search for unauthorised letters and
packets in the " males and bougets " of carriers.
Note.—1250 copies were printed, costing £15; 66 writs in the
Crown Office, £22; messengers, £50 i making a total of £87.

15 Charles 11. 25 May, 1663.
— —— By the King. For encouragement of the Post 

master-General. . . .
London, Bill and Barker, 1663. 

Three folios Gothic letter.
Seven copies known. British Museum (two), Public Record 
Office, Queen's College (two), Guildhall, Society of Antiquaries,

P.M.Q. All the 

But all posti

lal privileges are gre
,nd Daniel O'Neale is appoin

i him and hi!

e to obtain from the Ordii

:h of England.
No postmaster is to open a letter except under warrant from I 
Secretary of State.
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15 Charles It. 1 1663?
- —— A Broadside or advertisement printed by Daniel 

O'Neile, H.M. Postmaster-General. Giving the names 
of the postmasters and stages between Northampton and 
Sheaneld, in Yorkshire, with the times occupied in transit. 
Oue copy known. Public Record Office. 
Probably there were many of these advertisements for different

19 Charles 11. 26 July, 1667.
- —— By the Kinj. For Quieting the Postmaster- 

General. London, Bill and Barker. 
Two folios Gothic letter.
Eleven copies known. British Museum (two). Public Record 
Office, Pnvy Council. Dalkeith Palace, Queen's College (two), 
Guildhall (two), and Bibl. Lindes. (two).
Diniel O'Neile died in July, 1665, but his lease did not expire till 
this year.
The King appointed Henry Lord Arlington, under the great seal 
with all the privileges as in the past. 
The rent to be paid to the Crown is now £43,000 a year.

21 Charles II. 21 June, 1669.
- —— By the King. Enforcing the law as to the Post 

Office. Savoy, Bill and Barker, 1669. 
Two folios Gothic lelter.
Seven copies known. British Museum (two), Privy Council, 
Public Record Office, Queen's College (two). Bibl., Lindes. 
In 1660 an Act of Parliament was passed settling the profits of the 
Post Office on H.R.H. James Duke of York. 
Vet certain persons handle letters without authority, and thereby 
defraud the Revenue. . . . The Act is now codified. No post is to 
be carried except by license of the Postmaster-General. 
No carrier, shipmaster, purser, etc., to carry letters except relat 
ing to their goods, and to be delivered with the goods. Ship 
masters only to carry letters to the nearest stage office. 
Correspondences will be established by 29th September

,1 fails to supply them in half an hour.

26 Charles li. 22 December, 1674.
- —— [By Privy Council, Scotland.] Concerning Foot Posts. -,.....-

One folio Roman letl
Edinburgh, A. Anderson, 1674.

Postmaster-General for Scotland, succeeding his father Patrick
Graham.
In 1669 he had established a foot post to Inverness, and the
authorised postage charges were:—Under forty miles, single, 28.,
Scots; double, 4s.. Scots: per ounce, ds. Under sixty miles,
single, 3s., double, 6s.; ounce, 7s. 6d. Eighty miles or more, 4s. ;
double 8s. ; ounce, 10s.; and so on.
These rates are to continue all over the kingdom. No one is to
carry letters on any roads where his posts are established on pain
of apprehension and fines.

35 Charles n. 25 August, 1683.
- —— By the King. For Regulating the General Post 

Office. London, Bill and Barker, 1683.
Three folio: Gothic letter.
Ten copies known. British Museum (two), Public Record Office, 
Privy Council, Dalkeith Palace, Bodleian, Trinity College, Dub 
lin, Guildhall (two), Bibl. Lindes.
This is practically a repetition of the proclamation of 21 June, 
1669, rehearsing the settlement of the Revenue on James Duke of 
York and the several regulations, etc.

1 James II. 7 September, 1685.
- —— By the King. Enforcing the execution of the 

Acts regulating the Post Office. . . .
London, Bill and Barker, 1685. 

Two folios Gothic letter.
Nine copies known. British Museum (two). Privy Council, 
~ •' ' ,n, Dalkeith Palace, Queen's College, Trinity College,

adding the effect of the
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