THE BRITISH LIBRARY

THE CENTENARY OF THE PHILATELIC COLLECTIONS
Presentation to the Royal Philatelic Society, London

On 2 October 1991, The British Library held a reception, partly sponsored by the Crown Agents, to celebrate the
centenary of the formation of the Philatelic Collections.

The British Library is the custodian of over thirty philatelic collections, which form one of the greatest
philatelic holdings anywhere in the world. The first collection bequeathed was the truly outstanding one
established by Thomas Keay Tapling and presented on his death in 1891. Tapling was only 35 when he died but
his collection was one of the best ever formed.

As part of the celebration of this historic landmark for the British Library, a limited revised edition has been
published, jointly with The Printer’s Stone Ltd, of Box 30, Fishkill, New York 12524, of the Catalogue of the
Crawford Library of Philatelic Literature at the British Library. This reprint is of particular importance for two
reasons. Firstly, it combines the original 1911 bibliography completed by Sir Edward Bacon with the 1926 Sup-
plement and the 1938 Addenda, the last mentioned having originally appeared in THE LONDON PHILATELIST in
March 1938. Secondly, the master copy used for this production is Sir Edward’s personal copy, which is
annotated (and corrected) in his hand, with shelfmarks added. The revised work consists of a 550-page
hardbound folio Catalogue, which can be obtained from the British Library Publications Sales Unit, Boston
Spa, Wetherby, West Yorkshire LS23 7BQ, for £115 postpaid (or from The Printer’s Stone Ltd at $225
postpaid).

Figure 1: Commander Michael Saunders-Watson (Chairman, British Library) presents Francis Kiddle, FRPSL (Honorary Librarian of
the Royal) with a copy of the Crawford Catalogue.
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Figure 2: Mr P.F. Berry (lefi, Managing Director, the Crown Agents), who is a member of the Tapling family, with Commander Michael
Saunders-Watson (Chairman, British Library).

This Society’s association with the BL's Philatelic Collections, whose curator is now David R. Beech, FRPSL.
has been long, indeed dating back to 1891 through the will of Thomas Tapling. It was thus with great pleasure
that Francis Kiddle, FrpsL, our Honorary Librarian, received on behalf of the Society a specially inscribed copy
of the Crawford Catalogue from the British Library Chairman, Commander Michael Saunders-Watson.

Figure 3: (from L to R) HW. Harrison, A.D. Burnett, F.E. Kiddle and P. Langmead at the Centenary Reception.
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The occasion was also marked by the presentation of the Library’s Panizzi Medal to A.D. and R.G. Burnett,
Peter Langmead, OBE, FrRpsSL, and H.-W.P. Harrison, who have given or made available Collections to the
British Library.
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BRITISH LIBRARY RECEIVES LANGMEAD PHILATELIC COLLECTION

The British Library Philatelic Collections has received as a donation in lieu of tax the Peter Langmead collec-
tion of Private and Post Office Telegraph Stamps of Great Britain and Ireland 1854-1881. This outstanding
collection includes issues made by the 13 private telegraph companies from 1854 until nationalisation in 1870.
Post Office issues, which lasted from 1876 to 1881, are comprehensively covered by essays, proofs, colour trials,
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